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Win prizesand raisemoney for AWA |

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle
THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Quintus Canoe or Kayak Paddle

INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-thon T-shirts,
AWA lapel pins and AWA Ender Club shirts

Enteringis easy and fun!
*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993

e og your river time on the official entry form

¢Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31,1993

*Receive your prizes!

*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoeniaa, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceeds to benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALFOFA CURRENTAWA
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75%TOAWA'S WDPAND 25% FOR YOUR CLUB'S USEIN

ITS CONS




JOURNAL OF THE

american whitewater BT

January/February1993
Volume XXXVIII, No. 1

26 Hair-racing

For most paddlers, these rivers represent cutting-edge whitewater. But once a
year expert boaters throw caution to the wind to sprint down their dass V rapids.
*Gore Canyon

eThe Upper Yough

*Great Falls of the Potomic

*North Fork Payette

sWatauga Gorge

By BOB GEDEKOH
and ANDY BRIDGE, JOHN WELD, MARK WHITE

38 Paddling Paradises -- The Upper Yough
By SCOTT STOUGH

B Conservation
AWA conservation agenda for 1993... Animas project continues

ia Briefs

1993 River Clean-Up...AWA funds conservation
organizations...Private paddlers represented at Confluence...Video
review...Gore Canyon access addressed

20 Safety
The dynamics of pinning
By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE

&l End Notes
Practicing the "Great Mooch"
By KEN KYLER

Front cover: Dave Ware surfs a wave on New
York's Fish Creek. Photo by Jim Swedberg
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WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

and GAULEY GORGES®

JerryMarquis
andcommon
Tanguage

The last time | saw Jerry Marquis
was two months ago at my wedding.

I'd knownJerryforabout10years-
-ever since hemanagedaraftingoperation
for Wilderness Tours on the Hudson. As
manager, Jerry picked his duties--and he
was usually on the river in a kayak. We'd
boat together.

After Wilderness Tours dosed its
Hudson outpost, I'd still bump into Jerry
frequently.Inthe winterl'd see him skiing at

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

On U.S.’Route 60, 7 Mile
East of U.S. 19 intersection

1-800-950-2585

1

What's Up?

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite hoating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "up"too! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are hy
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week
Calltoll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or it
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for

today's river levels
"live reporting starts approximately HIEE

'l"Illl r | -I- |

I- 300 945-3376

Tupper Lake, wherehis familylived and he

taught art at the local high school. During spring, I'd encounter him boating the Hudson
or Moose. And in the summer, he'd be on the Ottawaworking as a manager for W.T.--
still from the seat of his kayak.

During the last few years, Jerry gravitated toward squirt boating. Now, | don't
know about other kayakers, but | have a problem talking with squirt boaters. They have
a different vision of whitewater...and a different language to describe it.

Consequently--many of my recent conversations with Jerry were reduced to a
seriesof gutteral"uh-huhs" and"yeahs" while he spoke withanimationabout the Ottawa's
whirlpools, eddy lines and surfing waves.

It never seemed to matter that | failed to grasp the technical points Jerry
attemptedto make. | understood the excitementin his voice--the enthusiasm only days
on a river can produce.

Nevertheless, | was relieved when Jerry didn't want to talk squirt boating at my
wedding.

"Hey, General..." he called to me during a momentary lull in the festivities, "...1
wanted to give you a little introduction to my gift.

"It's adrawing I did. There's an eagle and a snakeinit but when you look at they
formawave. Some peopledon't seeitrightaway so | thoughtI'd give an explanation..."

The next day | unwrapped the package. The drawing was done in pen on dear
pine. | picked out the waverightaway. It was a unique gift for a kayaking couple. But my
wife Caron and putit away for the ime being--itwould be perfect for display in the camp
we're buying up by the Moose.

Butwhenl heardof Jerry's deathinasnowmobilingaccidenton Christmas night,
| took the drawing out and studied it again for a long time.

Hell, I'm not going to pretend | actually comprehend what the picture really
means, butit conveyedthe spirit of movingwater. So, inaway, it's justlike oldtimes. Jerry,
I still don't know exactly what you're saying...but | feel your enthusiasm.
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P URPOSE

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a
membership of over 1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe
club affiliates. The AWA was organizedin 1961 to protect and enhance the reueational
enjoyment of whitewater sportsin America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides
information and education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers,
monitorspotentialthreatsto whitewaterriverresourcesthroughits "River Watch" system,
publishesinformationon river conservation, works with government agencies to protect
and preserve free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technical advice to local
groups regarding river management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual
awardsto individualsto recognizeexceptional contributionsto river conservation and an
annual"hydromania"award to recognize the proposedhydroelectric power project which
woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sportingevents, contestsandfestivalsto raise funds
for river conservation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual
GauleyRiverFestivalin Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gatheringof whitewater
boaters in the nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater
accidents, and maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers
(the International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA
Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporated under Missouri
non-profit corporationlawsin 1961 and maintainsits principal mailingaddress at PO Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. AWA has been granted tax exempt status by the Internal
Revenue Service under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The
charter includes the following purposes: encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and
preservation of American reueational waterways or man-powered craft; protect the
wildernesscharacter of waterwaysthroughconservationof water, forests, parks, wildlife,
and related resources; promote appreciation for the reueational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Exceptfor membershipservicesandthe Executive
and Conservation Directors position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-
monthly magazine, are handled by volunteers.
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GCame visit our rew outpostan the banks
d the Nantahala River, in North Carplina.
Test drive THE BEST an our eight-mile
whte-water track. Youll enpy finding aut
why a custom-buittand outfitted,
ready-topaddieWhitesell Cance is still your
best bet for maximizing your ability on all
dasses d whitewater.

Call (404) 325-5330for more info
andour free video.
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LETTERS
Pay for Yough

Dear Editor,

Although | don't get to the Yough
too often, I've been following the boycott
with interest. My first run down the river
was inthe Spring of '69, solrememberthe
pre-state park days. We parkedby theroad
where the ranger hut is and followed a
narrow path down to the river. No fees, no
quotas, andvery fewpaddlers. To give you
anideaof how few, | was told after my run
that you couldn't always find someone to
paddle with, but that you could usually go
down with one of the raft companies if
you'dhelptheirguides chase downpaddles.

Now there are a lot more of us.
And that, unfortunately, puts a costly bur-
denonaccessareas. The wide shoulder at
the put-inwas outgrown decades ago. We
need parking, sanitary facilities, changing
areas, trails that won't erode, and (yuk) a
reservation system to dole out the slots.
Withoutit, conflictwith the people who live
inthe areais inevitable. If we refuseto pay
the costs we can hurt the sport in the long
run.

Our numbers have created prob-
lemsatmanyrivers. Some of us remember
the situation at Swiss, the Lower Gauley
takeout, a few years ago. Traffic jams,
break-ins, andpolice harassmentwere the
norm. I'm grateful that a few local people
have begun renting their land to us for use
as parking. After years of paddling some
distance downriver to avoid trouble, three
bucksto getoutat Swiss seemslike agood
value. The AWA rented a field this year
near Panther Creek to alleviate a parking
problem that was becoming a source of
friction with outfitters and locals. A great
idea, but AWA doesn't have the resources
to go everywhere there's a problem.

Atthe Tohickon Creek, locals sel-
dom have parking problems during rain
events, There just aren't very many of us.
The Fall Release is another story, and
here's been much complaining about a
hefty $5 a head takeoutfee. Using a choice
piece of private land with lots of parking
contributes to the landowner and a local
fire company, preventsillegal parking and
trafficjams, andkeepsthe townsfolkhappy.
Italso savesustwo miles of flat paddlingon
the Delaware to the next take-out and
about twenty minutes of shuttling. This
helps boaters make threeruns of the river
inaday. Ididn't see anyone headingdown-
streamto Bull’s Island, but I raninto lots of

folks trying to evade the fee. | would not
have wanted to be working the parking lot
that day and taking the abuse!

worthwhile services to boaters: changing
rooms, toilets, parking, andenforcementof
the quotas. Withoutthem| doubtif the town
would permit our activities. Their charge is
$2.50; subtract the $1.25 shuttle fee and
you have the unreasonable cost that the
protesters are complaining about; $1.25.
That's the kind of money you'd spend on a
Coke and a candy bar. And there's no fee
for putting in after 3:00PM, something of
real benefit to those who live dose to the
river. By contrast, most of us own around
$1500 in paddling gear, probably more.
We drive for hoursin our nice cars burning
buck-a-gallongasoline to get to the river.
We own the latest camping equipment, eat
out regularly, and talk about protecting
river values. No one forces us to go to the

Yough. And yet a run down the river isn't_
worthgiving$1.25tothe folkswhomanage |

it? C'mon!
There are some realissues here.

Why aren't other users of the park, particu-_|

larly bikers, also being charged? What

special provisions can be made for local |

boaters who paddle the river frequently?
These are matters worthy of political ac-
tion; even a boycott if necessary. But the
focus of the Yough boycott has been "the
principle of the fee". I've alwaysbelievedin
paying my way, and comparedto the other
expenditures connectedwith our sport this
cost seems trivial.

In writing this, | realize that I'm
making myself a target for people who
strongly disagree with me. The Journal is
an excellentforum for controversy,and I'd
encourage the membership to contribute
their feelings and ideas. Access problems
are becoming a fact of life; they shouldn't
be ignored. But spare me the hate mail,
and don't spoil my river trips by coming up
and arguing withme. Let's maintain a civil-
ity and respect in this debate that reflects
well on our sport.

———

Idaho secrets

Sincerely,
Charlie Walbridge

Editor's Note--/ know what you're saying
Charlie--$2.50 only lasts me for the first
fe minutesinabar. Buttheprincible of
the issue stillpisses me off. Andthe
behavior of the park staff--inmy opinion
(and Ipersonally withessed some ofit)
has beenreprehensible. The Pennsylva-
nia DNR shouldbe ashamed.--chris koll

| | like Idaho

Ohiopyle State Park provides |

Dear Bob,

| read your article on the
Clearwater Basin in Idaho. My wife and |
were vacationing in Montana and Idaho in
August and September and we did get to
seethe Lochsa, Selway and Clearwateron
U.S. 12; however, everything was low.

We did stay at the LochsalLodge
at Powell and met the couple that owned
thelodge. We spentthe eveningat the bar
talking to the owners and the bartender,
whois aboater andraftguide. Whataneat
place!

| was impressed with your article
andinterestedinrunningthe Selway. Could
you send me the address for obtaining a
permit for the Selway. Also, any other
references or informationwould be appre-
ciated.

Thanks,
Dan Adamson
Moscow, Ohio

Editors note:

To obtain an application for the
Selway/ Salmon/ Middle Fork Permit Lot-
tery, writeto the West Fork Ranger District,
Darby, Montana 59829 (406) 831-3269.

The lottery is heldin mid-winter
and only one application is accepted for
individual. The odds of getting a permit
during the peak season are notgreatand
the individual who wins the permit must
participateinthe trip. (/fyougetlucky, keep
me in mindY)

I highly recommend Grant
Amaral’s |[daho: The Whitewater State to
boaters planning to visit this area. This
authoritativereferenceisavailable through
anumberofmailordersupplyhousesand
atmany whitewater stores. Itis also avail-
able from Watershed Books, Box 271,
Boise, Idaho 83707-0721.

Dear Bob:

| thoroughly enjoyed your article
onldaho's Clearwater Basin. (September/
October 92) It brought back many memo-
riesandl hopeit willencouragemore of our
members to use some of those rivers.

Few of our present members



would be aware that it was AWA people
who ran the first trips on rivers like the
Selway and the North Fork of the
Clearwater. It began in 1959 when Jack
Reynolds and | led a rather large, week
long, AWA/Sierra Club trip that included
runs on the lower Selway, middle Lochsa
and a four day wildernessrun onthe North
Fork of the Clearwater. At that time there
was still a 28 mile section of de facto
wilderness on the North Fork between the
Bungalowand Canyonranger stationsand
it rivaled the Selway for natural beauty.
By today's standards, our equip-
ment and river skills were primitive, but
everyone had a great time. Rafts were

used to make it possible for non-boating
family members to go along and also to
lightenthe load of gear in the small boats.

After that initial trip, a Trip Plan-
ning Committee was formed andit not only
plannedfuture AWA trips for severalyears,
but provided the raft support, meals and
shuttles. In 1960, Jack and I led a small
scouting trip on the Selway with one raft
and a decked 15 footGrumman. Asfaras
we could ascertain, local fishermanin little
yellow raft were the only people who had
runthe Selway, and then, only by flying into
Moose Creek.

We started at Whitecap Creek,
the present put in, and, using the old Corp

ETTERS
of Engineersriver maps and profiles, made
notations on rapids and campsites and
named the more interesting rapids.

Les Jones then converted these
to scroll maps which he made available to
boaters. Most of our names for the rapids
have stuck. The National Forest Supervi-
sor at the time the managementplan was
written for the Selway was Orville Daniels.
As aboy, he learnedhis canoeing with me
inthe Ozarks, so he had some appreciation
of rivers.

Shortsighted boaters, afew of our
members among them | fear, have made
attemptsto weakenthe managementpolicy
to allow more traffic on the Selway. How-

% |

RGP COMPOSITES is located up in the Northwest, and has been making some
« of the strongest, lightest and most colorful paddles available. While other manufacturers

Sontinue  to offer you the same product year after year; we at RGP continually strive to give
< youthe cutting edge technology in product design and construction helping you to make

those DO OR DIE MOVES!

FNEW PADDLES YOU GOTTA HAVE?®

ht/ S THE ACCELERATOR - made special for the CLASS V gonzo-abusive paddler

QSLALOM RACE PADDLES - made in men's and women's cuts, used by Maylon Hanold in

the Olympics

< WING PADDLES - available in either a race or training lay-up for sprint or downriver

<" GUIDE PADDLES - an excellent paddle for raft guides or the abusive C1
%we have 5 different shafts including DOUBLE TORQUES

< DONT FORGET NO EXTRA CHARGE OR WAIT FOR CUSTOMS!!

g FINE PRI NT = PLACE YOUR ORDER BEFORE TAX DAY (APRIL 15) AND RECEIVE 5% OFF CUSTOMORDERS

5
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9628 153 Ave. N.E. ® Redmond, WA 98052 @ PHONE: (206)869- 7272 FAX: (206)869-0671



Richard Fox, Eight time World Champion in K-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™




S ingle minded. Dedicated
to the task at hand. Driven
by a passion for excellence
that compels men and
companies to strive for
optimum performance.

At Perception/Aquaterra,
we have long recognized that
success demands focused
effort. From the outset,
quality, performance and
innovation shaped the design
and construction of our white-
water and touring kayaks.
Today, that dedication defines
our role as the world's leader
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead-
Ing edge technology and a
nationwide network of
paddlesport dealers make
Perception/Aquaterra the
paddler’s choice... for the
experienced paddler, press-
ing the limits of parsonal
periormance... for the casual
paddler, gliding leisurely
along water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for the
novice, working to master
basic padadling skills

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
the Perception/Aquaterra
dealer nearest you... people
FOCUSED on helping you
get the most enjoyment from
your paddlesports adventure

P
e

e

1-803-859-7518
FAX (803) B55-5995

Perception, Inc.
1110 Powdersville Boad
Easley, 5C 29640

ever, itis a fragile river and I feel strongly
that boaters who care about real wilder-
ness river experiences should accept and
supportthe presentmanagement policy of
one launch a day in the peak period.

As you ably point out, there are
plenty of rivers to run in the general area
which do not require permits. The North
Fork, which you apparently did not have
time to run, is very enjoyable. It used to be
a very long haul over bad roads, but now
the roads into it are improved, and some,
indudingtheone alongtheriver, are paved.
We ran some of the North Forkin 1990 and
found it relatively unchanged, except for
the addition of one fair sized campground
and the roads. We saw only two other
boaters during our stay.

Many of the boaters from the
midwest seemto have theideathatif ariver
does not require a permit, it must not be
worth running. I've often tried to convince
them otherwise, without great success.
Perhaps your article will help educate
them and relieve the pressure on some of
the overused rivers.

Sincerely,
Oz Hawksley
Warrensburg, MO.

Gauiey thanks

On behalf of the AWA, | want to
thank all of the volunteers who helped
make this year's Gauley Festival atremen-
dous success.

You helped prepare and wire the
site. You placed promotional literature on
every whitewater vehicle in two counties.
You greeted our guests at the gate and
collected their entrance fees. You helped
with the camping arrangements. You
handed out AWA Journals. You sold T-
shirts and memberships. You hawked
raffle tickets. You made order out of the
chaosthatis the silentauction. Youcleaned
up Sunday morning.

You made the '92 Festival the
best ever.

Thankyou....and....See younext
yearl

Joe Greiner
Festival Volunteer Coordinator

b |

A Carla fan

Dear Chris,

I have been reading the imagina-
tive and zany reflections of Carla Garrisonl
Gary Carlson with considerable delight
sincethey first appeared on the end pages
of American Whitewater. With this histori-
cal perspective | was tipped upside down
by November/December's “ He kindly
stopped for Carla".

Each year at Christmas time |
drag out my duct-taped, moldy, scratched
and battered copy of The Greatest Christ-
mas Pagent Ever (by Robinson) and read

it again. Precisely because the author is
able to capture the zest and off-beat char-
acter of a band of hooligans' encounter
with God, my Spirit is genuinely renewed
by the story, andl am, momentarilyset free
from the cumbersome conventions and
heavily mortage vocabulary of traditional
religious narrative.

Now | have another story to keep
alongside Robinson's. | loved "He kindly
stopped for Carla". The reason the story
worked so well for me is exactly because |
have relished Carla’s ribald and off-color
accounts of previous mis-adventures.
Carla’'s gestaltbringsher Divine Encounter
literallydown to earth - not the stuff dreams
are made of, butthe stuff of laughter, hope,
life itself, and God's outrageouslove.

Thanks for some real fine stuff
over the years.

“The reality-hunter most like the
artist is the man of religion - the
man whose primary intuition is
that the world is holy."

John Gardner, On Moral Fiction
(Basic Books, NY: 1978), p.155.

22 December 1992
Ave atque vale

Rev. John R. McClester, Jr.

WILDWATER
DESIGNS

Kayaks, Canoes, and Accessories
for Rapids, L akes,and Oceans.
Free Catalogue. 215-646-5034

230 Penllyn Pike. Penllyn, PA 19422




CONSERVE

AWA's conser vationagendafor 1993

By POPEBARROW
A WA Conservation Chairman

The philosopher,
Edward Bellamy, once said "If
bread is the first necessity of
life, recreation is a close
second.”

Bellamy had his
priorities all screwed up. This
is not surprising since the
rotund philosopher was a
notorious couch potato, who
only occasionally managed to
rouse himself for a brief game
of billiards.

Whitewater boaters
know that recreationis
ALWAYS the first necessity.
You can catch a burger and
beer AFTER you get off the
river.

Recreation also
comes first at the American
Whitewater Affiliation. We put
the protection and improve-
ment of recreation opportuni-
ties at the top of our agenda.

In 1993 AWA will
continue to focus its energies
on the most vulnerable, rare,
and threatened rivers now
existing in the United States:
the 2,200 recreationalrivers
listed in the AWA Nationwide
Whitewater Inventory.

Whitewater river
segments may not add up to
much in overall river miles —
the are only 1% of America's
river miles (36,000 miles) —
but they offer more and better
recreational opportunities
than the remaining 3,500,000
river miles put together.
Whitewater rivers, in our view,
are the crown jewels of rivers.

Unfortunately, the
importance that boaters
attach to recreationand to
protecting and preserving
whitewater rivers is not
always shared by the general
public - or by their elected
representatives.

If the average
person thinks about conserva-

tion at all, he generally
worries about water quality,
biodiversity, and endangered
species, not outdoor recre-
ation. Kayaking off waterfalls
just in not the average Joe's
cup of tea. Politicians and
major foundations share this
mind set.

Given these public-
perceptions, AWA often tkes
an indirect tack to achieving
our goals. We have work in
coalitions with other larger
wide-sprectumgroups (like
American Rivers, the Natural
Resources Defense Council,
the Sierra Club, and the
National Wildlife Federation)
to convince them to adopt our
interests, at least in part. This
sometimes works, and
sometimesit does not.

One new strategy we
are developing is to link
whitewater preservation and
protection with popular issues
now dominating the American
political agenda, such as jobs
and biodiversity.

The jobs part of the
agenda ties in with tourism,
one of the most important and
fast-growingindustries in the
world. Recreational attrac-
tions like the BIO BIO, THE
GAULEY, THE OCOEE and
the whitewater runs in the
Rockies are big money-
making tourist attractions.
They are critical elements of a
healthy rural economy. To
protect and preserve
whitewater we have to do
more work documenting and
publicizingthe economic
importance of riversin the
tourism industry.

Equally as important,
we need to document and
publicize the link between
whitewater rivers and the
natural environment.

Whitewater rivers,
especially waterfalls, are a
unique and fast-disappearing
kind of landscape. They
provide scenic diversity.

(Think how boring it would be
if all waterfalls were used for
power generation !).

Whitewater also
provides a special kind of
habitat for a unique variety of
plants, animals, and
microinvertibrates, many of
which cannot live in other
types of riverine environ-
ments.

Scientists know little
about the plants, insects, and
animals which can live in
dose proximity to the cool
mist of falling water, and data
documenting the biological
values of whitewater areasis
hard to come by. The general
public, our conservation-
minded allies, and even some
whitewater boaters, often do
not realize that whitewater
areas may be as important
for biological diversity as for
providing a diversity of scenic
and recreational opportuni-
ties.

Bringing these
issues to public conscious-
ness, and pursing all our
other river conservation work
at the same time, is more
than even the most hard-
working all-volunteer organi-
zation could hope to do. In

EdKiesa (before he got married and stoppedpaddling) on the
Gauley. The Gauleyis one of the East's mostpopular
whitewaterrivers andis includedin AWA conservationplans.

1992 AWA'’s Board of
Directors realized that we
need a full time conservation
staff. Conservation Program
Director, Rich Bowers, was
hired and, in September, his
contract was extended
indefinitely.

Hiring a paid
conservation staff to help and
lead our near-exhausted
volunteers has been a
gigantic, expensive, and
wrenching leap forward. But
this move is already paying
big dividends. AWA is how
playing a larger, and more
independent, role in virtually
all of the major river conser-
vationissues in the United
States.

THE THREE PART

PROGRAM

The AWA river
conservation program has
three elements: (1) River
Defense Projects, (2) River
Conservation Projects, and
(3) River Access Projects.

River Defense
Projects have dominated our
agenda. there were always so
many threats so few re-
sources to throw at the
problem. That situation is now
changing.
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On December 7 of
last year, Energy Daily
published an artide entitled
"Is the Green Promise of
Hydropower Fading to
Brown". The author noted that
"a strange thing happened to
hydropower on its way to the
sustainable energy ball: the
party's environmentalisthosts
withdrew their invitation".
They began to realize that
"hydro has left fish high and
dry, transformed once-mighty
rivers into pathetic streams
and destroyed fragile ecosys-
tems".

Our message, it
seems, is finally getting
through.

Now that other
environmental groups have
recognized the problems that
hydropower can cause, AWA
can turn more of its energies
to other parts of our agenda.

RIVER ACCESS

River accessiis right
at the tippy top of AWA's
agenda for 1993.

Access problems are
nothing new. River access
has been a controversial
issue at least since Roman
times, and ancient English
common law still influences
court decisions in the United
States. The old river acess
disputes mostly concerned
people’'s rights to fish, dig for
dams in stream beds, and
float logs downstream. Now
the questions most likely to be
debated are more like: Can
whitewater boaters gain
access to the KENNEBEC
RIVER without paying a fee?
What about the LOWER
YOUGHIOGHNEY? Can non-
commercial boaters get a
reservationto run the GRAND
CANYON? Can they find
space to paddle between the
commercial rafts on the
GAULEY? Can they float
through private property on
CHAUWAYNOCHAWAY?
Can they paddle the
NIAGARA GORGE at all?

These questions
have impacted almost every
whitewater boater at one time

Ed Kiesa again—this time on the Grand Canyon. Access to the Grandand other permittedrivers

is akeyissue.

or another. Recently they
have become even more
troubling and so, at the 1992
Board of Directors meetingin
Summersyville, West Virginia,
the AWA Board voted to
ratchet AWA's river access
work up to a much higher
level.

An Ad Hoc River
Access Committee was
appointedto develop a policy
and specific plan to improve
access to whitewater rivers.
The first step has been
completed. Whitewater river
access policies were reduced
to writing in policy paper in
December of last year. (Free
copies are available from
AWA, 136-13th St.,SE, Wash,
D.C. 20003)

The overall policy is
"to assure rights of public
access to rivers and streams
for recreational use by
human-powered water craft.”
The paper details policies for
eight types of river access
issues: (1) Fees for Access to
Rivers. (2) Limits to Control
Carrying Capacity and
Allocate Use Among Different

-& .
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Groups (3) Limits on Access
for Safety or to Avoid Liability
(4) Access to Whitewater
Affected by Water Projects.
(5) Bans on River Access for
Environmental Protection. (6)
Overcrowding. (7) Access
Points on Private Land. (8)
The Right to Boat on Streams
Through Private Lands.

The ideas in the
1992 Policy Paper will be
actively pursuedin 1993.

AWA Conservation
Program Director, Rich
Bowers, took the policies to
the River Outfitters annual
conference (Confluence '92)
in Boise in December of last
year and explained our views
to commercial outfitters and
Federal river managers.

In addition, AWA is
insisting on changes in
hydropower relicensingand in
new FERC licenses, specifi-
cally the removal of all legal
"hooks" in FERC licenses
which block public access or
rivers at dam sites or allow

power companies to impose
access fees on recreational
boaters. We have already
made these demandsin
cases involving the
ANDROSCOGGIN and
DEERFIELD RIVERS, AND
MOXIE STREAM. There will
be more to come in 1993.
AWA will also
continue the fight against the
unfair fees imposed on
boaters at the LOWER
YOUGHIOGHENY as well as
the fees on the KENNEBEC.
One of the most
promising river access ideas
for 1993 is our proposal to
take on cooperative projects
with lands trusts (like the
Nature Conservancy) to buy
or lease access rights and
legal parking areas at
whitewater rivers. AWA
participatedin a successful
program of this kind at Sang
Run on the
YOUGHIOGHENY RIVER in
Maryland in 1989. There are
hundreds of similar land

acquisition opportunities. We
will be surveying our mem-
bers in 1993 to identify the
most promising sites for this
project.
PROACTIVERIVER CON-
SERVATION PROJECTS

There are a number
of ways to protectrivers
before the final crisis arrives.
Wild and Scenic Rivers:

The classic proactive
river protection measure is
Federal wild and scenic
designation. We still have a
number of possible wild and
scenic rivers on our agenda,
the most important being our
effort to get federal wild and
scenic designation for 13
rivers in West Virginia.

We are also begin-
ning to work towards other
forms of river protection, both
generically and in individual
cases.

Last year we helped
pass a bill to designate the
Little River in Alabamaas a
National Preserve. This year

new individual whitewater
river bills will surface in
Congress. Congressman
Larry LaRocco’s bill to protect
the NORTH FORK OF THE
PAYETTE is at the top of the
list.

Our best chance to
get rivers safely stashed away
is with Statewide grassroots
political action. This is why we
formed the West Virginia
Rivers Coalition, still headed
up by AWA Director Mac
Thornton, but now an
independent broad-spectrum
river conservation group.

We are taking the
same tack in New York by
helping to start up New York
Rivers United with Pete
Skinner at the helm.

Supporting these
organizations with funding
and technicalhelpis a key
piece of our 1993 agenda.

We have taken a
similar approach with interna-
tional river conservation by
participatingin the formation

Ready for take-off! High
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C ONSERVE

friendly agency, at a total cost
of over $200 million. Mean-
while the old guard in this
agency have stillmanagedto
find time to make life miser-
able for whitewater boaters.
After producing a
woefully deficient Environ-
mental Assessment of
recreational flows on the
Russell Fork River in south-
western Virginia and Ken-
tucky, the Corps announced
last fall that the days of 1200
d s flows on the Russell Fork
were over. Flow are now cut
back to to 800 ds. This
decision was based on
erroneous data, some of

whichis still unavailable to the
public in written form.

In 1993 AWA will
continue working to turn this
decision around and regain
the higher flows we once
enjoyed on this exciting river.
Projects Abroad

Our major river
defense project abroad, the
fight to save Chile's Bio Bio
River, suffered a severe body
blow. In December of 1992,
the International Finance
Corporation(an affiliate of the
World Bank) approved the
making of an international
loan to the Endesa Power
Company.

Animaspr oject continues

By BILL BAKER

Like the villainin a
cheap horror flick, the last
major dam in the West
refuses to die. Ignorant of

Slalom

over-allocation, salinity, and
selenium, and wounded by
lawsuits, endangered species,
economics, and energy
requirements, the Animas - La
Plata project stumbles on.

Durable

In 1968, when the
Bureau of Redamationwas
desperately trying to build
more dams than the Army
Corp of Engineers, and the
Colorado Squawfish was
being poisoned to create trout
habitat, President Lyndon
Johnson authorized construe
tion of the project. Then came
the rise of Richard Nixon,
budgetary concerns, environ-
mentalism, the Clean Water
Act, and the Endangered
Species Act. Also at this time
came the downfall of Floyd
Dominy as head of the
Bureau of Redamation,
arguably the most powerful
man in the United States. He
was fired by Nixon for sexual
improprieties on a legendary
scale. (Ironically, he was
notified of his dismissal by
James Watt, who would later
become infamousin his own
right.) The Animas - La Plata
project went on the back
burner.
The projectregained

momentumin the mid-80's
with the recognition of Indian
water rights. The proponents
dusted off the 1980 Environ-
mental Impact Statement
(EIS), and Congress
reauthorized the project in
1988.

On May 8,1989,
one day before construction
was to begin, the Endan-
gered Species Act was
invoked to protect the
Colorado Squawfish. Water
developmentin the San Juan
basin was frozen. A wave of
lawsuits followed, and is still
ongoing.

The project would
have devastating environ-
mental and recreational
impacts. As proposed, it
would divert water from the
La Plata River, creating the
Southern Ute Reservoir. It
would also pump water uphill
500 feet from the Animas
River at Durango, creating
Ridges Basin Reservoir.
Pumping will consume 165
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million kilowatts of electric-
ity per year, roughly
equivalentto that of a town
of 26,000 people. Cost
estimates from 1990 were
$600 million; the Bureau of
Redamationis not releas-
ing current figures.

The project would
be built in two phases.
Phase | would be funded
largely by taxpayer dollars, |
and 96% of the water would
be used for Durango and
anglo farmers. Phase li
would be funded by water
users, with water allocated g
to the Southern Utes and
the Ute Mountain Utes.

Thereinlies the
rub. "Whatwe haveisa
$15 million problem of
Indian water rights with a
$600 million solution,"
argues Jeanne Englert of
Taxpayers for the Animas
River. Indeed, if the project
were actually designatedto
provide water for the

Indians, why is there a rider

Tattached to grant over $60
| millionto the tribes for 'develop-

ment funds?" Explains Scott

McElroy, water counsel to the
| Southern Utes, “l don't think the

project would have succeeded
for a minuteif it wasn't the
vehide for an Indian water right
settlement.” In fact, some

| members of the southern Utes

were so incensed at the

| proposal (which carries a cost of |
| $5,000 per year, per Indian),
, that they organized the first

| tribal council recall electionin
| the history of the tribe.

Meanwhile. the
developersrefuse to give up.
They propose to mitigate
damage to the Colorado
Squawfish by raking 50,000
acre/ft per year from the
Navajos at Navajo Dam. The
Fish &Wildlife Service is
requiredto issue a draft study of
critical habitat for the Razorback
Sucker in January 1993.

A suit filed by the
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
in October is pending; it would

—— T e e

Boating on the Silverton sectionof the Animas River. A
proposed downstreamdiversion wouldnegatively effecta

popular recreationalreach of the river near Durango.
- = = = = === = == = =]

require the Bureau of Recla-
mation to release financial
data for the project.

A suit won by the
Legal Defense Fund in April
forcedthe Bureau to issue a
supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement. That
document was released on

October 13, and the comment
period runs to December 15.
For more information, contact
the Bureau of Reclamation,
Durango Projects Office (303)
385-6567.
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AWA aidsnational River Cleanup

Last May, the first National River T

Cleanup week launched by America Out-
doors and sponsored nationally by a num-
ber of organizations, including the Ameri-
can Whitewater Affiliation, scored a tre-
mendous successfor river conservation. In
the course of 280 river cleanups, 22,000
volunteers cleared 6,000 miles of water-
ways to netan estimated1,000,000 pounds
of debris. To broaden the scope of this
event in 1993, trails will provide an addi-
tional focus.

Many AWA Affiliate Clubs gotinto
the actand helpedboostthe statistics. The
Birmingham Canoe Club, historically re-
sponsible for annualriver cleanupsin their
area, report having removed 40 bags of
trashfroma stretchof the LocustFork of the
Warrior River. Hauling the debris down-
stream was made easier by "Clean Livin',
the Club's newraft/garbage scow purchased
with the proceeds of a 1991 AWA Conser-
vationGrant. BCC alsoremovedtrashfrom
the Mulberry Fork and plansto add the Little
River CanyonandOcoeetoits1993agenda.

The Birmingham Canoe Clubparticipatedin the 1992 River Cleanup weekbyremoving

40 bags of trash from the Locust Fork of the Warrior River. AWA provided funds for
purchase of a raft that was used during the project.

During the week of May 1 to 8,
1993 volunteers across the nation will be
conducting cleanups along their chosen
trails and waterways. These efforts will be
organized on the local level by individuals, -
clubs, oultfitters, outdoors shops and other |

groups. Byfocusingattentiononthe collec- |

tion of trashand debris, National Riverand -
TrailCleanupWeek will help fosterapopu-
lar stewardship of our rivers and public
-resources. It's anexcellentopportunityfor
every paddler to make a contribution.
For furtherinformation on howto

fie

o .L.ﬁ“ hl.li-

mt '] [

i

L o

MG BEEEe TR
EEN o Al

L s L]
o

AWA fundinghelps the WVRC protect streams like the Laurel Fork of the Cheat.

_participate in National River and Trail

Cleanup Week, contact AWA, P.O. Box
85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. Heavy duty
trash bags will be provided to registered
groups on a first come, first served basis.

AWA donates
fundstoward
conservation
organizations

AWA's Whitewater Defense
Project (WDP) continued to thrive during
1992, enabling us to support its ever-ex-
panding agenda of river conservationand
access programs. Hiring Rich Bowers for
the newly-developedpost of Conservation
Program Director got the year off to an
energetic start, and money received from
AWA's members, Affiliate Clubs, events
and other organizations kept up the mo-
mentum.

So, how has AWA been spend-
ing your donations? A large portion of
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WDP proceeds went to support the day-to
day expenses of AWA Staff, Directors anrd
Regional Coordinators in their work oty |
various grass roots whitewater issues,
Then, atyear end, the ConservationCom._|
mittee met to award substantial grants ta
several whitewater groups applying for fi-
nancial support. 1
In December of 1992, AWA
funded the following projects:

......

Al ﬁ’ﬂiﬁft PADOLE COMPANY -
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NEW ENGLAND FLOW
AWA Project Sponsor: Tom Christopher
AWA Contribution: $2,000

Project Description: Continued
attempt to obtain a regular, frequent recre-
ational release schedule on all boatable
sections of the DeerfieldRiver (MA) througti
intervention in the FERC relicensing pro-
cess and negotiations with New Englanci
Power Co. During the summer of 1992
FLOW also actively contestedaccess fee: i
on Maine's Kennebec River.

NEW YORK RIVERS UNITED
AWA Project Sponsor: Pete Skinner
AWA Contribution: $5,000

ProjectDescription: Formationol |
acoalitionofNew Yorkriverinterestgroups
to pursue criticalriver corridorland conser-
vancy opportunities, immediate hydrc
relicensing demands and the creation of a!
state-governedriversprogram. Launched
inJuly 1992, NYRU iscurrently conducting |
a statewide outreachprogram to introduce: ‘

itself to river activists and governmental
officialsandbecome better acquainted with
the issues at hand. |

WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION
AWA Project Sponsor: Mac Thornton
AWA Contribution: $5,000

Project Description: Further support of the
West Virginia Rivers Coalition's efforts to
gain Federal protection for 13 whitewater |
segmentslocated withinthe Monongahela
National Forest. Since WVRC's inception
in 1990, AWA has contributed an addi-
tional $15,900, largely made possible by
membership donations and Gauley River
Festival proceeds.

Although not an applicant for a—+——

formal AWA grant, Grupo de Accion por el
Biobio and other Chilean activistsreceived—+—
WDP proceeds in excess of $3,000 during
1992. This money was used primarily to |
facilitate communications between the . —
group and potential international support-
ersinitsbattle to stop the proposed Pangue 7
Dam project on the Bio Bio.

|
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AWA represents private boaters
at gathering of commercia outfitters

Thisyear's "Confluence"washeld
in Boise, ID, and ran from December 5 to
11. Rich Bowers, AWA's Conservation
ProgramDirector, attendedthismeetingin
order to help represent private boating
interests (America Outdoors waived the
registration fee for AWA patrticipation).

This year's meeting was spon-
sored by the Idaho Outfitters and Guides
Association, North American Outfitters,
most of the Federal agencies involved in
rivermanagement(NPS, BLM, FS, BuRec),
as well as America Outdoors.

Whilethis gatheringwastargeted
towards agency and commercial river in-
terests, the absence of private interests
was obvious. To be effective, private boat-
ersneedtobecomeinvolvedearlyonwhen
management plans are being developed.
Onlyoneprivateboaterrepresentative (Amy
Haak, ID Whitewater Assoc.) wasinvolved
in any of the seminars, the one for the
AmericanRiver ManagementAssociation's

River House
Productions

g—

hrill to some of the best boaters in
the East getting munched, crunched
and generally thumped and pummelled on
one of the premiere hair runs in the
Appalachians.A radical soundtrack by Bill

Perkins  highlights  this  non-stop,
action-packedvideo.
~ 30 Minutes $24° A% |
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discussion on 'Evaluation of River Man-
agement as seen by Clients".

To address this private boater
absence, Rich Bowers began to set up
partnerships with the various agency rep-
resentatives, and established the fact that
there are organizations which represent
the private sector nationally.

Concerns over river access, hy-
dro relicensing, management plans, and
environmental concerns were but a few of
the topics discussed at this convention,
and which will affect both the private and
commercial boater in the future.

Along with Rich's efforts, there
was a strongmovement promotedby mem-
bers of America Outdoors to also address
the private boater deficiency. It was estab-
lished that next year's theme should be
partnershipsbetweenthe private andcom-
mercial boaters, a positive and pro-active
attemptto work towards healing this some-
times rift in river use. The AWA would

encourage all voices for boaters to contact
America Outdoors and help them pull this
off for '93.

Everyone who is anyone in river
recreationandfor managementwas there!
Seminars on endangered species, trends
in recreation, development of grassroots
programs, and various planning practices
were presented by recognized experts in
river issues.

Highlightswerenumerous(includ-
ingakey-notepresentationby D Governor
CecilAndrus),butafew outstandingquotes
were not to be forgotten, and had direct
impacts on boater concerns:

Judy Harrison, CANOE Maga-
zine, spoke about the growth of
paddlesports and really set the stage for
explainingthe numerousand growingprob-
lems associated with river recreation. She
stateed that "all Americans are born with
this inherent belief that they are guaran-
teed free access to their rivers".

Lolﬂfweatner Uﬁatll’lg‘*SEﬂSﬁn 1s“nere.

BE_PREPARED '%‘ ’

Pile One Plece Union Suits,
Vests, Sweaters, and Tights.
New Wave, Perception & Euro Kayaks.

Vislt our ndverside Factory/Shop

Or call for catalog

276 Maple Sreet, PO. Box 70
Frlendsville, Maryland 21531

Phone 301-746-5389 FAX 301-7464089




Outfitter Doug Tims, Maravia
Corp., followedthisthemein alaterdiscus-
sion when he talked about the "Attitude of
Ownership"which pervadesthe use of our
rivers. Boaters think they own exclusive
rights to runnable streams; fishing inter-
ests, if possible, are even more unreason-
ablewhenitcomesto riveruse. Andworse
yet, river managers, directed to balance
this competinguse, are prone to the same
thinking which can (and does in many
cases) result in closure of these river re-
sources rather than proper management.

While no one offered that all-in-
clusive/good for everyone solution, it was
heartening to see that others are aware of
the basic problems hitting all river users
today. Bill Spitzer, Chief of the NPS Divi-
sion of RecreationResources Assistance,
recognizedthat recreationis too small and
un-influentialto be effective onits own, and
needs to seek strong 'partnerships for the
future". Perhaps next year, with a more
balanced partnership approach, and rep-
resentation for private recreation, a solu-
tion may be found!

EDA

Video review

Kent Ford sets standards
for instructional videos

Everypaddlerenjoysexcitingriver =

running videos. While most of these pro-
ductions entertain, a few go beyond that to
help improve your paddling skills. Noted
racer and instructor Kent Ford has been
working hard these past few years to do
just that. His two recent productions, Sclo
Plavboatingand The Kavaker's Edae, have
a lot of tips and secrets to share with
viewers. Whether you're a beginner just
startingto get wet, an intermediate looking
for ways to refine your paddling, or an
expertin search of afew ideas to get even
better, you won't be disappointed.

Solo Plavboatingis a fast-paced
45 minutes of skills that open boatersneed
to play the river with agility and finesse.
Aimedattheintermediate boater whowants
to do more than just float the rapids, this
video shows them what they need to know.
From outfitting correctlyto improvingstroke
efficiency; from surfingand eddy turn skills
to bracing and rolling: each is explained

Serving the
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak line consists of thefamous Glider,

Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and
flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444

and demonstratedin a way that is easy to
understand. And, working with top experts
on some of the country's most challenging
rivers, you'll go from watching the skills
demonstrated to seeingthem in action. It's
fast paced, informative, and entertaining.
As a canoeist of twenty years experience,
| learned a few things!® ™" *

The Kavaker's Edge is a worthy
successor to Solo playboating. If anything,
it sets a new and higher standard. Kent
Ford teams up with some of the nation's top
instructors to produce a kayaking instruc-
tional video that boaters of all skill levels
can appreciate. It starts at a much lower
level with a much softer tone, talking to the
beginner about how kayaking feels and
emphasizing the fun and the excitement,
rather thanthe danger. But becauseit's 55
minutes long, this gentle pace doesn't sac-
rifice presenting higher level skills. Later in
the video advanced stroke techniquesand
river playing skills are demonstrated.

The Urmmare Adventure Guide

R ! [

CLASS FIVE

CHRONICLES:
"Things Mother Never Told You
'‘Bout Whitewater"

Jeff Bennett, Editor

RENOWN AUTHORS likeJanes Snyder,
Kevin O'Brien, & Jim Cassady!

OUTRAGEOUS CLASSV misadventures!
_——

A COMPLETE GUIDEBOOK to 29
extraordinary Class V rivers across the
United States, Costa Rica, and beyond!!

L
TO ORDER Send $13.95 T $2 s/h to
Swiftwater Publishing Co.
PO Box 3031, Portland, OR 97208

‘503‘ 292-5756
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Enders, side-surfing, and other hot-dog
moves are made understandable. As a C-
boater just starting to fool around with a
kayak, the video gave me lots to think
about. Theroll presentationis the bestI've
seen, with slow motion and underwater
shots of different kayakers in action. For
the first time | actually understand the dif-
ference betweena"ScrewRoll"anda“Cto
C Rall". Both are demonstratedso that the
aspiring boater can learn both and use
either one. Filmed on a variety of beautiful
and excitingrivers, it's aestheticallypleas-
ing and highly entertaining.*****

SoloPlayboatingand The Kayaker's Edge
Directedby KentFord; Producedby John
Davis

$29.95 each.

Available through Whitewater Instruction
Videos, 760 Hideaway Road, Durango,
CO81301--andthrough whitewaterstores
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Help needed to preserve
Gore Canyon access

By RIC ALESCH

Access to Gore Canyon on the
Colorado River has been a problem for
several years and action is needed from
paddlers to assure a permanent solution.
Gore Canyon is a dass 5 run about 25
hours northwest of Denver. It is especially
valuable because it is generally run late in
the summer after other rivers have dried
up. It is also the site of the annual Gore
Canyonrace, whichtogetherwiththe Great
Falls of the Potomac race and the Upper
Youghiogheny race define the edge of
whitewater racing difficultly.

Traditionally boaters have tra-
versed a dirt road and crossed a railroad

county attorney to direct the sheriff to keep
the road open, it is still illegal to cross the
tracks, and the railroad has asked that
violators be prosecuted.

Local boaters are seeking a per-
manent solution and they could use your
help. The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), the federal agency that manages
public lands in the area, is considering
developing an access site on the south
side of the river. Because it would require
the construction of a road and parking
area, funding is needed for the project. As
you can imagine there are many compet-
ing demands for BLM recreation develop-

and catalogs nationwide. track on the north side of the river to putin | ment funds and letters of support, espe-
fortherun. Acoupleyearsagoalandowner | cially from around the country, would help
gatedthe road andblocked access to pad- | convince BLM how important this project
dlers. Although boaters recently got the | is. Please write to:
T A1 T B P 3 THE SOURCE FOR CUSTOM

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.
Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582
1385 Justice Road
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

#

Kavak Chile

Kayak trips for experts only, with no rafts to wait
for. Run the Bio-Bio while the proposed dams
remain unbuilt. Then go on to the legendary water-
falls of the Fuy and the giant, clear waves of the
Futaleufu. Run more whitewater and see more of
Chile than you can any other way. Call now to
reserve your choice of kayak model and departure
date, and to receive further information and a list
of all past participants, (who have come from nine
different countries,) so you can confer with some
of them. Sport International, 314 N. 20th St.,
Suite 300, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 USA.
719-520-1784. 800-779-1784. FAX 719-630-1892.

Sefroret Blats

BUILT BOATS

7780 Chamber Hill Rd.
Harrlsburg, PA 17111

717-944-6320
Dealer Inquirles Invited
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The Kayaker's Edge

This fast paced whitewater instruction video unlocks the secrets behind basic and advanced
stroketechniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing,rolling and bracing. 58 rnin. New Release.

SOLO PLAYBOATING!

Inspiring instructional video packed with information for open canoeists. 43 Minutes.
"Entertaining.. Super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced..fun to watch.”

CharlieWalbridge, Wildwater Designs

"Every intermediatewho wants to improve their skills should watch this tape. Highly
informative and energetic approach to advanced boating technique.

"

Bob Foote, Foote products

Availablefrom your favorite whitewater store or send $33.95 to:
Kent Ford 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 303-259-1361
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Scenes from the 7997 Gore Canyonrace.

Kate Kitchell; BLM/Kremmling
Resource Area, Box 68, Kremmhng (6{0)
80459 Their telephone number is (303)

Canyon whitewater, check the extreme
racing feature in this month's issue.

For more information about Gore

Fut - .l .l

WANTED:

~ Single white 1+ ---;~~~:n
L looking for love and
~companionship. De-g
siring a partner who;
—enjoys the wetter §
§ things in life, is of the
adventuroustype, can
be virgin or experi-
encedveteran.Please

3 ) =g 304
for maasuraments{f
and photos (videos |
also available). ‘I‘?\

.

—124-3457

~ Notbecause youwant to be different...

Becauseyouwanttobe

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all flve Dagger models.

“
CANCE Cowmpany, INC.
PO Box 1500, Hariman TN 37748 (615) 882-0404

—CUSTOM—

PO. Box 80
Albright, WV 26519

| (304)329.2359 |




SAFETY

Thedvnamicsof pinning

Water flows around rocks,
notthroughthem.
Beginnerslearntoavoid
themevenwhen acollision
seemsimmenent.

By CHARLIE WALBRIDGE
AWA Safety Chairman

Hittingrocksand bouldersd all
sizesand shapesisapart o river running.
Modern boats can take the punishment,
but how should the boater deal with the
real risksd pinningand emtrapment?

Water flows around rocks, not
through them. Beginnerslearnquickly to
continuetryingto avoid themevenwhen
a collison seemsimminent. The current
amost always pushes them around the
rock at thelast minute. Thisriver feature
doing the pushing is caled a pillow, a
massd water which isformed when the
currentpilesupontheupstreamfaced an
obstruction. Thismakes hitting many boul-
dersharder than it might seem.

Somepillowsareso powerful that
youcan't paddlethroughthemevenif you
try. At Pillow Rock rapid you can watch
squirt boaters head directly for the left
wall. They back-ender inthehugepillow,
and wash around therock. But onsmaller
rocks, abroachedboat goesright through.
Asit impactswith therock, it takesafew
secondsfor the pillowto transfer fromthe
upstream sided therock to the upstream
sided the boat. When this happens, the
fullforced therivertakeshold. If theforce
isbalanced end-to-end, you're pinned.

When broached, beginners are
taught to lean immediately into a rock.
Thisletsthe current passunder the boat,
keeping the water from grabbing hold.
This position is surprisingly stable, but
remember: it's mostimportanttoleanthe
boat, rather than just your body. If the
river washes over akayak deck or canoe
gunwaleal thedownstreambodyEnglish
in the world won't prevent a pinning.
Once this lean is established, you're in
essence riding on top d the pillow. This
piled water givesyou timetowork, and
helps minimize friction asyou work the
boat off toonesideoetheother withyour
hands.

Slightly undercut rocksaredan-
gerous because no pillow forms. When a
paddler broacheson one they're almost
sure to be caught. Thisis a much more
frequent danger than huge undercuts,
whicharewell-knownand relativelyrare.
If apillowisnotformingonarock, treatit
with extrarespect. It may well be under-
cut.

Beingabletoget out o your boat
quickly can be important. Asa C-1 pad-
dler, | can stand up in my boat and jump

outinaflash. In19721 did just that after
picking the wrong route on the Upper
Y ough's notorious“Lost and Found” rapid
and broachingonto an undercut. Inamil-
lisecond | wason top d an undercut rock
asmy C-1 sankbeneathit. Gettingout fast
is much harder in akayak, and virtually
impossiblewith smaller, old-style cock-
pits. Anyone who chooses a kayak with-
out abig"keyhole" cockpit thesedaysis
asking for troublein theevent o apin. If
pinned upsidedown, gect. You can't roll
aboat whenit'sstuck, soget out whileyou
can.

Practicegettinginand outd your
canoeor kayak quickly. Note any outfit-
ting problems, then modify your boat ac-
cordingly. Each boat and body combina-
tionisdifferent,and presentsuniqueout-
fitting problems. The extra margin that
thisfine-tuningprovidescan makeadif-
ferenceinatight spot, and will contribute
to your overall confidenceas aboater.

When broached, beginnersare
taught to lean immediately
intoarock. Thisletsthe
current pass under the boat,
keeping thewater from
grabbing hold.

Crashing, bashing, and scraping
rocks is not the same as being pinned.
While frightening to experience when
upsidedown, aslongasyour boat ismov-
ingyou aren't pinnedyet. Thesamething
istruewhen" surfing" apillow. But once
aboat sticksto the rock firmly, you only
have only afew secondsto escape before
theriver takeshold. If you're right-side-
up, watch the scenario unfold, and be
ready to bail out. Upside down, youll
haveto rely on how it fedls. Wait for the
hard impact that stops your movement;
then gect. Youll never roll under these
conditions. Don't wait too long to exit
your craft.

Pinned boatsget caught because
theriver's forceisbaanced at both ends.
The way to work them loose is to look
carefully at the pin, then decide how to
reducetheforce on oneend or the other.
Often just raising onesideabit isenough
tounbalancethepin, allowingtheforced



thewater a theoppositeend d theboat ta

pivot your craft free. Mechanica systems|
and attemptsto unpinboats by pullingone|
end back upstreamarevery timeconsum-|
ing, and should only be used as a last|

resort.
—

Mechanical systemsand
attempts to unpin boats
by pulling one end back
upstream are very time
consuming, and should only
beused as a last resort.

End to end pins can be particu-
larly frustrating. Here both ends o the

boat have snagged on closely-placed ob- |

gtructions. In mild current you may be
ableto bounceyour boat and wigglefree.

Certainly you'll be ableto hop out easily.
If thewater is powerful, get out at once,
beforethecurrentgrabshold. There's sim-
ply noeasy way towork freeexceptlifting
oneend or the other up over one d the
obstructions, or pulling or pushing the
boat until it dlidesforward or backwards
enoughtoswing pastoned therocksthat
snagged it.

When a decked boat pins bow-
firg, the paddier is stopped right in the
middled the current. The pillow builds
up on the paddler amost instantly, put-
ting pressureontheboater and shortening
escapetime. Thepillow also formstheair
pocket which may help peoplebreathein
omed themoreextremeexamples. Res-
cueisapretty gruelingaffair, and| recom-
mend the use d high-volumeboats and
good judgement to avoid trouble.

Al d these things take experi-
ence to recognise. Using these ideas, be
dert to your own observations as you
paddle. Never stop thinking. Remember:
you can either havefiveyearsexperience
or one year's experience repeated five
times.

A Videoby LarsHolbek & Eric Magneson

Slerra NevedaCIassV WILD AMERICANS

¢ M srdand e

i

Spectacular raft and kayak descentsd three
Sierra Nevada classics: the "gorgeous’ Giant
and Generation Gapsd the North Fork and
the radical Golden Gatesection of the South
Fork American fiver

Spectacular,stunning footageof premier California

ClassV rivers asrun gy World classboaters
-Royal Robbins

Thebest purewhitewater video | ve ever seen
—John Armstrong filmmaker Paucartambo-Inca River

Send 29% .
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Water shed Films

Box 551
Big action, wipeouts, humor Lotus, CA 95651
& original musrc.
Narrated,54 minutest VEs _ (916) 621-3154
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ADK Genesee Valley
¢/o Jerry Hargrave
47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616
ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301
Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190
AMC Berkshire Chapter
¢/o Mike Zabre
34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01307
AMC Connecticut Chapter
¢/o Jan Larkin
151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040
AMC New York
¢/o Trudy L. Wood
41 W. 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025
AMC S.E. Mass.
¢/o Mark Klim
49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072
America Outdoors
P.O. Box 1348

American Swan Boat
Association
¢/o Glen F. Green
312 Duff Avenue
Wenonah, NJ 08090
Appalachian Paddling
Enthusiasts
¢/o YMCA
P.O. Box 60
Erwin, TN 37650
Arkansas Valley
Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 593
Salida, CO 81201
Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59704
Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O.Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201
Bluegrass Wildwater
Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544
Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128
Buck Ridge Ski Club

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg
¢/o Mary Klaue
R.D. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842
Canoe Cruisers Associa-
tion
¢/o Mac Thornton
322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
Carolina Canoe Club
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605
Central GeorgiaRiver
Runners
P.O. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.

¢/o Marge Cline
1343 N. Portage
Palatine, /L 60067
Chota Canoe Club
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916
Club Adventure
¢f/o Adventure Quest
P.O. Box 184

Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School
¢/o Bob Campbell
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, CO 87623
Colorado Whitewater
Association
P.O. Box4315
Englewood, CO 80155-4315
E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club
P.O. Box 5774
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774
Foothills Canoe Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606
Garden State Canoe Club
¢/o Linda Gorman
170 Stahl’'s Way
N. Plainfield, NJ 07060
Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357
G.L.O.P.
c/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Knoxville, TN 37901 P.O. Box 179 Woodstock, VT 05091
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
fr ACGEIT LTS Cades Doy ol i iseid
CHOOSESF(F)Q(C))M OVER
CANOES JUL KAYAKS
(FACTORY FRESH MODELS Dun |ped on?
We Carry ALL Major Brands

With land fill space at a premium
and the disposal of wastes
expensive, our public lands and
waters are being "dumped on".
Join 30,000 volunteersin a
nationwide cleanup of rivers and

Huge Indoor Showrcoms-Open Year Round

OAK ORCHARD
CANOE EXPERTY

Both Stores on Water-Try-Before-Y ou-Buy
| Waterport, NY. 14571 | Pittsford, NY. 14534

NATIONAL

WHITEWATER

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

."

ATim ¢ > Qualty River Equpr &
PO Box 209 ® Springfield, OR 97477
503 (747-2272)
Toll-Free Order Line 1-800-223-7238

i i
CASCADE OUTFITTERS |

CLEANUP WEEK

MAY 1-8, 1993

NORTH AMERICAN

PADDLESPORTS
ASSCCIATION
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| Rochosr & Butilo vi SE“‘”:’”_E’V &,. ”~ trails . Organize a cleanup
- T0% Oaly T o | s RO /‘M ;d in your area, call
| "716-687-4849" | 716-586-5990 ’
- CANOE SAFTY 1-800-524-4814




Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club
P.O. Box 591
Ellicott City, MD 21041-1841
Guadalupe River Paddlers
¢/o Betty Wallls
1781 Spyglass Drive, #7153
Austin, TX 78746-7914
Headwaters Paddling
Assoc.

Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715
Hoosier Canoe Club

¢/o Dave Ellis
4770 N. Kessler Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208
Housatonic Area Canoe &
Kayak Squad
104 Kent Rd.
Cornwall Bridge, CT 06754
Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
¢/o Ron Watters
Box 8718, ISU
Pocatello, ID 83209
Kansas City Whitewater
Club
¢/o G. Rebecca Stark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayak & Canoe Club of
Boston
¢/o Peter Cogan
Box 123
Putney, VT 05346
Kayaking I-1V
¢/o Schumacher
471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550
KCCNY
¢/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524
Keelhaulers Canoe Club
¢/o Jane Allinson
375 Erieview
Sheffield Lake, OH 44054
Lansing Oar & Paddle Club
¢/o Jay Hanks
P.O. Box 26254
Lansing, Ml 48909
Leaping Lounge Lizards
¢/o Rick Norman
3437 E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107
Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

A

Conquest

EXTREMELY RESPONSIVE!

rigidity,

and you'll be hooked!
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Lots of rocker
and sleek lines make the CONQUEST the
hottest new play boat around! Its immense
revolutionary bolt-on bow cap
sgstehmrand 2000 kg test wire arab loops
vouch for

#rengtF and safety! Try one on

Brought to you by:
L‘EAU VIVE (That's LO-VEEV)

P.QBOX 65, Twin Lakes, CO 81251
Tel/Fax: (719) 486-1295

Sole U.8. distributor of Euro-Kaysks, Kober and Moll Paddles

TITT AT

T

PADDLE THE
CUTTING EDGE!
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The world's only roto-molded squirt boat, the ENIGMA
has amazing structural strength with leg room to boot!
Squirts, screw ups, blasting, mystery moves, wave
surfing, you name it, the Enigma will do it!

The BUBBLEIs the ORIGINAL spudboat. Its supertough
linear plastic construction combined with 2000 kg test
wire grab loops and bow cap system make this boatthe
logical choice as the first one over the drop!
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Lehigh Valley Canoe Club
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 718078-0353
Lower Columbia Canoe
Club
1714 SE 52nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97215
Meramec River Canoe Club
¢/o Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026
Merrimack Valley Paddlers
¢/o George May
157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040
Minnesota Canoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Missouri Whitewater
Assoc.
¢/o Dale Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11
St. Louis, MO 63112

ENIGMA

AFFILIATES

Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ 08679
National Park Service
Upper Delaware S&RR
P.O. Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NORS
¢/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
Northwest Passage
1130 Greenleaf Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091
Nova Riverunners
P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674
Ontario Voyageurs Kayak
Club
P.O. Box 41
Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada
Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram
Bldg. 2807
Mt. Home AFB, ID 83648-
5000

CHILES

Wild Bio-Bio River

one hour of BIO-BIO

Big Drops- $19.95
4 Bio p.cards- $2.00

ALIVE!
P.0.Box 259

Ashford, wa 98304

Bubble

o
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STRANGE

FLOW

SQUVIRT BOAT
MINIMUM =

(215) 622-0966
TomoNEILL pan-nfrA BRICATOR,
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Outdoor Centre of New
England
10 Pleasant St.
Millers Falls, MA 01349
Ozark Wilderness Water-
ways
P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112
Perception Kayak Club
¢/o Perception Inc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Easley, SC 29640
PhiladelphiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128
Pikes Peak Whitewater
Club
¢/o Sarah Dentoni
610 North Cascade #6
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-
3229
Rhodelsland Canoe
Association
¢/o Dave Hevner
254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234
River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Telluride, CO 81435

Name:

Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

River Touring Section
SierraClub - Angeles
Chapter
¢/o Dave Ewoldt
9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042
Roanoke County Parks &
Rec.
¢/o Bill Sgrinia
1206 Kessler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153
Sequoia Paddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492
Sierra Club Loma Prieta
¢/o Dave Kim
3309 Oxford Lane
San Jose, CA 95117
SierraClub RTS
¢/o Lynne Van Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Sierra Nevada WW Club
¢/o Charlie Albright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506
Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

Plus--every

Three Rivers Paddling Club
¢/o Barry Adams
811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
Toledo River Gang
¢/o Mike Sidell
626 Louisiana Avenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551
Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 271 14-
4094
U. of Maine at Machias
Library
9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654
University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900
Valdez Alpine Club
¢/o Andrew Embick
P.O. Box 1889
Valdez, AK 99686
Viking Canoe Club
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety.
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Sprinting down classV water isn't scary, it's..
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By BOB GEDEKOH
and MARK WHITE, JOHN WELD, ANDY BRIDGE

Beforeyou read another word, check your pulse.
Okay, got it? Go ahead then, read on.

TheGreat Falsd the Potomac.
TheGore Canvond the Colorado.
TheWatauga.

The Upper Y oughiogheny.

The North Fork of the Payette.

Now, check your pulseagain.

Picked up afew beats, didn't it?

No matter who you are, no matter
whatyour skill leve; if youknow anythingat all
about whitewater, odds are reading that list
curled your toesjust abit and sent atingle up
your spine.

What whitewater boater haan't heard
d theseruns?

Sceattered geographically across the
nation, considered together, they constitutea
virtual definitiond classV whitewater. These
arerunsthat almostevery noviceboaterdreams
d tacklingsomeday. Butfor 95%d theboating population, that
someday never comes.

Consideringthedifficultiesand thedangersinherentin
paddlingthisclassd whitewater,it isprobably just aswell that
thesechallengingriversnever becomemorethan pipedreamsto
most whitewater buffs.

They are steep, they aretechnical and they are pushy.
They arehard and they areintimidating.Thesearetheriversthat
separatethe Big Dogsfrom the Pups.

Even expertsapproach theseriverswith trepidation.

Mog try to find aknowledgeabl eveterantofollow on
their maidenvoyage. Thesearenot riversthat areeasy to madter;
it takesawhiletolearn the best routes. Many boaterschooseto
portagesomed therapids. Othersscoutextensively, eitherfrom
eddiesor from the shore.

A good rule to honor on these riversis to take your
time.. don't getinahurry. Notif youwant to reach thetake-out
with your body and your boat intact.

Feas=! No crash and burning here!

Except...

Except...

On raceday!

That's right... RACE DAY!

That oneday o theyear whenexpertsthrow cautionto
thewind and go for the glory. Cadl it courageous, cal it fool-
hardy, cdl it loony... call it HAIR RACING.

Downriver racing on classV water.

For better or for worsg, it's catchingon.

Duringthe past several summersdownriver raceshave

-
Fam

e,
Billy Bob Taylor off his line in Great Falls Race

beenheld oneach d theinfamouswhitewater runslisted above.
Not fancy sanctioned events, mind you, replete with elaborate
finishlines, computerizedtimers, mobsd curiousspectatorsand
safety boatsin every eddy.

No, most Hair Racesarenot likethat at al.

They tend to be informal affairs, loosely organized,
officialy sanctioned by noone... Whowoul d accept theliability?

Andyet, in many respects, theintensity o thecompeti-
tionisjus asgreat asthat one might find at theteam trias.

Y ausee, theseraceshave been dominated by somed the
best known hair boatersin the country. Individualsknownfor
paddling on thefrontier d the sport, gutsy soulswho continue
todefy danger, asthey redefinethelimitsd whitewater naviga-
bility.

Legendary paddlers with names like Snyder, Lesser,
Ammons, Jaycox and Zbel.

Mog o these individuals are not competitivein the
conventional sense d the word. They certainly aren't your
typical Racerheads. Youwon't find mostd them practicinggates
onclassthreewatersor sprintingacrossflatwater, oneeyeonthe
water and the other on astopwatch.

And, if youask alotd theseguysabout their participa-
tionintheHair Races, they will laugh and say itisno big ded...
that they just doit for the hell o it.

But don't swallow that hook, lineand sinker.

Most Hair Racers are on the prowl for waysto distin-
guish themselvesfrom therest o the pack. Traditionally,their
reputations have been established by virtue d perilous first
descents and high water exploits; by running whitewater re-
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Mark White running
Tunnel Falls in the
1991 Gore Race

garded by most as either prohibitively 7

difficult or inordinately dangerous.

The advent d Hair Racing has
just giventhemanother meansto position
themsalvesamongtheeéited the sport.

And though most Hair Racers
will deny that they do anythingspecia to
get ready for theraces, in truth, thereisa
often flurry o rather intense, albeit low
key, preparationduring theweeks eading
uptotheevents. (Darewecdl ittraining?)

By necessity, most d the com-
petitors in the Hair Races reside in the
vicinity d therivers. Beingan excellent
whitewater technicianisnot enoughtodo
well. Youhavetoknow theriver, befamil -
iar with the most expeditiousroutesand
thetroublespots. A Hair Racetestsone's
knowledged the river as much as one's
ability.

Whichisnot tosay that members
d the conventional racing community
havenot participatedinsomed theevents.
Over thepast few yearsnationally known
and ranked racersincluding JonLugbill,
Davey Hearn, Marty McCormack, Cara
Ruppel and Brian Homberg have com-
petedintheUpper Yough Race, theoldest
and mogst "' established of theHair Races.
And the date o the Great Fdls Rece is
chosensoasnot tocoincidewiththetradi-
tional dalomand wildwater circuit races,
alowing the more daring members o
D.C."s sizable racing community to par-
ticipate.

K-1 Wildwater team member
SteveHolmes paddledin last year's Gore

Canyon Race His colleague, Neilson
Oldham, won the Gore event this year,
whileC-1Wildwater ChampAndy Bridge,
triumphedthi syear at thePotomac’s Great
Fdls.

Of course, not everyonewho has
participated in the Hair Races has a Big
Dog or a Racerhead reputation. These
races attract plenty o competent
Wannabees.

After dl, eachcompetitor setshis
or her own goals. Not necessarily tocome
in first... but to cut afew seconds off last
year's time, or tofinish just afew seconds
ahead d hisor her cronies, or just tocross
thefinishlinein one piece.

In truth, most o theexcitement
at the post race parties (animportant, and
universal part d any Hair Race) centers
around the Wannabees recounting close
cals, near missesand out and out disas-
ters. At the Upper Yough Receoned the
most treasured prizesis abattered steering
whed, salvaged from an old van that has
been lying in the river bed since time
began. Thisdubiousaward goesto the
competitor lucky enough to survivethe
worst crash!

For when it comesto Hair Rac-
ing, especidly for the Wannabees, luck
may beasimportant asstamina, skill and
familiaritywith theriver. Luck... and the
choiced aboat.

A lot depends on how much a
racer plansto crash and burn. How much
damage one will accept in the pursuit o
speed. Ultralight, thin skinned glassrace
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boatsdon't farewell ontheserivers. Mis-
ticboatscantakethebeating, but they are
heavy and dow.

And boat designisan important
consideration too. Low volume dalom
boats designed for running gates don't
awayshold their lineswell in big water.
And, they tend to bed ow on thestraight-
aways. Short, high volumeboatsareless
likely to pin or broach, butthey don't track
wdll.

Duringthepast several yearsthe
topcompetitorsinthe Upper Yough Rece
haveactually paddledwildwater boats..a
ballsy moveindeed, but onethat haspaid
of inthewinner's circle.

Recenteventshaveseencompeti-
torsin rafts, duckies, open boats, K-2sand
C-2s Hair Racersagreeon onething. It's
niceto haveacraft that doesn't lesk.

Unless, d course, you are wild
man J&ff Snyder, who actually swam the
four mileUpper Yough courselast yearin
jugt alittlemorethan an hour!

Which leads us to the obvious
question. Wheredoesit all end?

The Lower Meadow? The Bat-
tom Moose? The Narrowsd the Green?
TheUpper Baxd theRio Grande?Cherry
Creek?

NodoubtHair RacinglikeSquirt
Boating beforeit, isdestined to becarried
to extremes, beforeappropriatelimitsare
delineated.

In the mean time, most boaters
should becontenttofind asecure eddy, Sit
back and enjoy the show.



The Gore Corps
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By SPARKY LeCOMPTE

Onelocal boater comparesit to |
Mordor, the nightmarefantasy land.

Another remarks on thefear in |
people's eyes as they head over the big |
drops. :

Even hairball racers— nerveless |
uber-boaters who figure Class VI is just | [ &
another step on theway to ClassX —call | fi
GoreCanyonup predictabl e, exciting, not
to be underestimated.

Thestretchd theColoradoRiver
just west & Kremmling in the north cen-
tral section d Colorado is dl o those
things. Its also one hell d a site for a’| |
wildwater race. B

Start line: the gauging station
roughly twomiles downriver from Kremmling.
Kayaksand raftsgroupin aquiet pool, thelast |
still water for the20-plus minutesof the3-mile
race. Almost immediately there's a class 3|
rapidwithagood-sizedhol eat thebottom. Stay
right of the holeand the pull of the hydraulic
thatwantstosuck you back. After that, stayon
the seam between flow and eddy all the way
down to Applesauce. |

Gore attracts aficionados o ex- | |
tremeraceboati ng,national names. Nelson
Oldharnd Aspen, U.S Canoeand Kayak
Team wildwater paddier and winner of
the1992GoreRace SteveHolmes, USCKT
daomteammember, former C-1 national
champion, 2nd placethe'92 Gorerace; in
past years, USCKT member Brian Brown
and Jeff Parker.

And it draws a prominent loca
contingent: Boulder boat builder and
wildwater connoisseur John Jaycox;
CharlieEbel and BobBlount, both o Vail
Vertica Kayak Schoal, the first ever K-2
team to run the race; former Atlantan |
George Long shore who moved to Colo-
radofor thewhitewater.

AberthontheUSCKTisnoguar- |
anteed afadt track to thewinner's circle, -
though those guystypically composethe
toptanks.It'sJaycox, maybeaswel lknown
for hisboatsashisboating, who virtually |
owns the race, winning three out d the
fivesincethe seriesbeganin1988.

Rapid No. 2: Applesauce. Theriver |
cinchesup tight, funneling the flow. The trick




istorunall thewayriver right, counter tothe
current. Misstheline and there'sagood chance
you'll ride the drop upside down or tangle
head-on with a major rock in river center.
Conventional wisdomholdsthat how youdoin
Applesaucesetsthe tone for therestof the run.

Thecanyon run conjuresup im-
agesd apair d hairboatinglegend, the
twoWalters— Blackadar and Kirschbaum.
Blackadar, so thestory goes, wasthefirst
to run Gore without a portage, beating
himself up pretty badly intheprocess. But
Kirschbaum, a pioneer of western
whitewater,getscreditfor first navigating
the canyon, with portages, in the "50s.
More remarkable, he did it in a canvas
kayak.

But if thoseguysrank aspot in
thehistorybooksasthe Lewisand Clark d
Gore, thenChan Zwanzig, founder d Wave

Sports, deservesalater chapterfor hisrole
inbringingawil dwater racetothecanyon.

Gorehad served asasort d per-
sonal playgroundfor Zwanzig, 43, before
he grabbed hold o theidead staginga
raceonit.

"Theideacameabout because3-
4 yearsprior tothefirstrace, Kirk Baker o
theAspenKayak School mentionedthat it
would be a neat idea to have a race in
Gore™ recallsZwanzig.

Once an idea germinates in
Zwanzig’s mind, the safest course is to
hideand watch. In thiscase, hekept talk-
ingtheconcept until hefinally decided to
do it himsdf and thefirst Gorerace was
born in1988. Wave Sport isnolonger an
official sponsor, but Zwanzig still does
much d theorganizational legwork and
donatesaWave Sportskayak for adraw-
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ing.

Raceweekend quaifiesasanin-
formal whitewater fest, completewith a
keg party the night before the race. But
there's a serious backdrop and tat's the
hammer potential o therunitsalf.

Rapid No. 3 Gore Rapid. It comes
just when competitor sarebeginning o feel the
first needlesofanaerobic debt. Firgt, there'sa
ClassIII-IV ledge on river right. Then follow
the twisting route of the current as it winds
around bouldersscattered in theriverbedfrom
when they blew up the mountainside to build
therailroad. The main tongueheads river left
and drops over a shelf 6 to 8 feet high, the
standard raft route. Most kayakersopt for the
river-right"sneak" — a narrow sot between
two bouldersleading toa 10- to 12-foot water-
fall that dropsintoa foaming, aerafedpool. Hit
itrightand you shootstraightintothecurrent,



which pushes you back to river right. More
ClassIV rapids, then theriver straightensand
smashes against a mobile-home sized boulder
in river center.

Goreranksasoned thetopthree
established hairball races in the nation
along with the Upper Yough and Grest
Falls Invitational, or Spout, races.

A solidClass|V boaterwith Class
V aspirations probably could run Gore
successfully after careful scouting d the
major drops. Butwhenitcomestotherace,
scouting's not an option. You have to
memorizea thelines, tuning out distrac-
tionsand potential pitfalls, whicharecon-
siderable.

"l didn't makeany nonstopruns
until I knewwheremy linesweregoingto
be" Jaycox recdls. “ All that comesat you
much faster and packs into your head
much quickerwhenyou're paddlingnon-
stop. It changes afew thingsin the way
rapidsfed. Thelined approach may be
different.”

Or put anotherway:"A | yousee
when you're racing is your line" says
Steve Holmes, who once ayear converts
his standards slalom discipline to
wildwaterfortheGoreRace." Andif you're
onit, you're gettingareally good view o
it and if your not, that's al the looking
around you get todo, istryingtofindit."

Rapid No. 4 Pyritefalls. Pyritear-
rives so quickly after Gore that it's easy to
groupthetwo. The preferred routeon Pyriteis
river left, but not too far left wherearock hides
just under the water and offers the essenceof
pitoning for thosewho fail to avoid it.

Jaycox reluctantly decided to
forego the race this year, the first time
that's happenedsincetherace's inception.
Hed even built adeek new missiled a
glassboat — the Gorepedo — for therace.
But hed injured ribsearlier in the week
during training.

On another day, another course,
maybe he would have givenit the green
flag.

"It definitely is challenging,"
Jaycox observers." Thereareal otd people
who keep trying to downgrade Gore be-
cause they're used to it. | disagreewith
them.”

Rapid No. 5 Tunnel Falls. An un-
named stretch of solid ClassIII follows Pyrite
andit's easytolet downabit. Theracersdon't,

using thisstretch to gain time, stayingon line.
Because Tunnel Falls — 0 named for the
railroad tunnel maybe 100 feet above — is
coming. Some bold souls run Tunnel Falls
down the middle, going for the ski jump. The
more common courseisriver left, hugging the
bank and riding high on a boulder where the
currentformsacushionthen shootsyouintoa
pool.

The Gore Race hasn't produced
any horror stories, Zwanzigsays, although
"What's happenedisthat everyyear there's
been about oneswim and DNF."

That's atributeto thequality o
boatersand thesaf ety precautionsinplace
for therace becausethecanyon definitely
can take its toll. Hans Vlaar, four-time
member d the New Zealand kayak team
now livingin Vail, Colorado, paddled to
second place behind Jaycox one year. At
the next outing, hisspray deck poppedin
Gore Rapid and ended up taking “one o
the most horrendousswims™" d hislife

Rapid No. 6. Toilet Bowl. After Tun-
nel theriver mellowsdlightlytoa ClassIII-IV
stretch which flattens out even more right
before Toilet Bowl, a 5- to 6-foot pourover
stopper. The racers are really burning now,
their ability to suck oxygen out of the thin
mountain air nearly spent. You canrun Toilet
Bowl virtually anywhere but you'd better be
damned strong toescapethe pull of thehydrau-
lic. Most boatersrunit left, wherethe holes's
gripisnot so strong.

Darryl Bangert, a38-year-oldVail,
Coalo, raft guideand boater,envisionsGore
becoming the most popular advanced

3

whitewater runsin Colorado. And being

inhi s backyard, sotospeak, it alreadyisfor
him. But Gorestill holds the promise o
surprise.

"lI've rafted for 16 years, only
flippedonceinmylifeanditwasinGore"
says Bangert. “ | ran it 15 times totally
clean. Thenthreeout o thenextfourtimes
wehad twowrapsand aflip. It waspretty
interesting. On theflip, threed usswam."

But the thing about Gore, the
rapid and the race, is that it just doesn't
seem to let up. Because just when you
think you're done, there's....

Kirschbaum,the final barrier between
racersandhe finishline. Youenter Kirschbaum
spent, physically and mentally, setting the
stage for mistakes. It's along ClassIVand the
river offersavariety of routes. Themost com-
mon is sort of big Sturn that goes from river
right to river left and back. But it's not acut-
and dried courseand it's herewhere prepara-
tion showsbecausea mistake can mean the Big
Surpriseand along, bad swim.

Intheend, there's acertainmys-
tigue to Gore that's accessble only by
being there. It has nothing to do with
competition and that's something even
the racesrecognize.

"For al o us, paddlingisstill a
redly intense personal experience," says
Bangert. “ It's areason to be dive. To go
out and sharearunwith peoplelikethat,
that's what makesit specid."



WHEN YOU
RUNWITH
THEBIG
DOGS...
YOU CAN'T
PEELIKE A
PUPPY Il

What's it like to run one of the
Hair Races? Here's our editor’s
Bloww by Blow account of his
astomishin ;w?ﬁ:r:mi:rrff
(28th place!) in the
1992 Upper Yough Race.

By BOB GEDEKO

Bobbingaround intheeddy with
therest d thefools. Tryingto act noncha-
lant. Two minutesto go and waiting my
turn.

Just doing it for fun. For the t-
shirt and the beer. Here for the party...
certainly not towin.

Al kindsd boatsentered. Any-
thing goes. Wildwater boats and dlalom
boats. Long,fast, sleekboatsandshort, fat,
geek boats. Wildman Jeff Snyder is at-
temptingtheultimate,goingboatl essalto-
gether. Swimming the whole damned
course!

Fck your poison. About hdf the
competitorsarein plastic, mostlystarting
near theend d thefield in anticipationd
relatively dower times. Plastic keegpstur-
keysfresh! I'm paddling glassthisyesr,

for thefirst time. A stumpy, bipvolume |

boat... but, nonetheless, glass. At least |
won't look likea geek.

Someoneasks," | sthat boat fast?*

"Nope" | reply, "but then nei-
ther am|. Wemakeagood pair, thisboat
and . If wecomeinlast| canblameit on
theboat and theboat can blameit on me"

Oneminutetogo. AliceVernon
istakingoff. Thank God they started her
ahead d me Shebeatsmeeveryyear. At
leastI'll besparedthehumiliationd being

Kris Wolpert photo

Roger Zbell, perennial winner of the Upper Yough Race, negotiates the final drop of

Heinzerling in his downriver kayak.

passed by awoman with two babies, one
lessthan ayear old.

Dam, look at her go!

Thirty seconds. Justdoingit for
fun. Justto be sociable. Just want to get
down theriver in one piecewithout dis-
gracingmysalf. Got to stay out d trouble.

Dear Lord, don't let me swim.

3L

Not infront d thismob.
Ten seconds to go. Just for the
fun...
Fiveseconds. Justfor thet-shirt...
Four... Three... Justfor...
why the hell am | doing this?
Two...One.. Goll
Golll
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Competing in a class of his own, Jeff Snyder approaches the pillow at Hinzerling during the 1992 Upper Yough Race.

Paddle like hdl!l!  Paddle like
hdl!l!

GAP FALLS. Punch the
hole..punch thehole.. don't get caught...

WHOOSH. Keep moving... next
mileiseasy... classIl. Maketime here.
Fastanddean... cleanandfast. Paceyour-
self. Toofast? Too slow? Who knows?

BASTARD FALLS The first
biggie. Forget the aerial eddy. Skirt the
hole and keep on moving. Down the
center... then hard right.

No... NO.... Don't piton, fool!
Now punch thosewaves... put your back
intoit!

CHARLIES CHOICE. Downthe
center from thetop. Don't pininthedot.
Now, up and over the Roogter's Tall...
WHER!!

Now down themiddle. Stay dff
Martin's Rock. Stay off WiddemoreRock.
No... NO... Don't fall into thedamned Bird
Bath!

Soppy... But you madeit! Keep
moving.. undercut on the right... keep

pened to...

TRIPLE DROP. Hangright, but
don't damintotherocks. Skirttheholeat
the bottom. Hit that tongue... HIT that
tongue!

THUNK!!!

Crgpl!!  Oh well... nobody in
sight... no one saw. Get out the resin
tonight.

NATIONAL FALLS Heroes
downtheright. BigDogsdownthecenter.
Wimpsdown theleft.

Sometimes Heroes recirculate.
SometimesBig Dogsswim. Okay... okay...
it will cost afew seconds, but sniveling
down theleft | go.

Cross the pool and TOMMY'S
HOLE. Heroesdowntheleft. Throughthe
rock box and punchthehole. Bed placeto
break aboat. Bad placeto broach. Worse
placeto swim. Nah!

Sissiesdowntheright. Safe.. but
too damned dow! Nah!

Sogoforthecenter. Gnarly...but

ix

“away from that! You know what hap- T

manageable. Not the Big Dog Route, but
not theSissy Route, either. Now, over the
ledge and don't get backendered..now
dont...

CRUNCH... Fiton! Ouch! | can
aready smell that resin!

Arms aching.. lungs burning.
Somefun thisid

Why am | doing this?

ZINGER. Brace to the right...
braceto thelé€ft... braceto theright. And
don't surf the hole,

Madeit! Nowstay off thoserocks
at the bottom.

Easy for awhile.. but you know
what iscoming.

HINZERLING. So get your act
together. The sneak down the right takes
way toolong. Nouseeven doingtherace
if you're gonnado that! Take the sneak
and everyonewill laugh.

Nope.. going for the race line
down thecenter... running with the Big
Dogs.

Look at thecrowd! Vultureson



Pete Zurflieh
competes in the C-1
class of the Upper
Yough Race.
Zurflieh is shown
here at the last drop
in Hinzerling. Photo
by Kris Wolpert

every rock! They want to see blood and
guts! All yelling and cheering. For me... or
therapid???
Maybe |
Y€s...N0....y€Es....
NOu!
Over theledgeand pastthe point
d rescuel Downthecenteritis. Justdon't
screw up. Ranit cleanon Monday... ranit
clean last week...
Pinned herein May... pinned and
nearly swam.... Damm, | hatethisroute!
Dont even think about it!
Okay...okay....take your time.
Bodf to the left... keep your nose off the
rock..

should sneak...

SCRUNCH.

Wow! That wasdosgl!! But till
moving..and moving fast... everything
happensso quickly here. Cut back right
and don't piton... now quick, Quick,
QUICK, cut left and boof theedged the
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["ledge.. hard, Hard, HARD...

WHOOSH...It's grabbingmytail!
Digin...digin! And pull, man, pull!

Closeone! But madeit..listento
them cheer...

Don't get cocky. Crass the pool
and punch the hole...

BOT1LDER DANCER. Bony to-
day.... cut right at the bottom...

MEAT CLEAVER Righttolleft...
stay off the pillow. You know theline....
betweenthe Cleavers. Don't get Soppy.

DamnlI'm tired. Why am| doing
this?

Hipnowand| doubtl'd havethe
strengthtorall... No..don't think that.

Hip here and the cleavers will
tear my headright off. Whenyourunwith
the Big Dogsit's Rall or Die

ROCKY I...IL..IL....Easyfours..
keepupthepace... don't wussout. Stillno
signd Alice..no surprisethere.

H

Wonder how far back the next
guy is? Notimeto look.

Hopehe's at least amilebehind.

POWERFUL POPPER. Stay in
themiddleand punch that sucke...

Dont get knockedintothe Eddy
d Woe.

LOST AND FOUND. F#$& UP
FALLS. Mostdangerousspot ontheriver.
Left to right... away from Tombstone
Rock... anamewell earned. Okay, back to
theleft and skirt that shoulder munching
hole..

CHEESEBURGERFALL S Forget
thefancy eddy moves... straight downthe
middle...quick and dirty... dirty and
quick....

SCRUNCH!!!' Notthat dirty! Oh
well, that's why God made patch kits.

Now get your butt moving.. the
worst isbehind you... pick up the pace..

Fest and clemn... clean and fadt...

WRIGHT'S HOLE. Skirt it tothe
left. Don't want to camp out in thereto-

day!!

Now back to the right.... punch
thoseledgesand...

PENCIL SHARPENER. Right...
tight... and upright. Zipadeedoodah!!!

Home fred!! Safe at lag!!! Less
than a mile to go... all classII and III.
Exhausted! Don't quit now... gofor broke.
L eft... right...l€eft... right...

Man! Fedslikemy sternisfull d
cement. Somefun thisid

Why the hell am | doing this??

Stroke... stroke.... stroke...

KENDALLRAPID. Endinsight.
Everyonecheering....beersinhand...."Go...
Go... GO... GO...”

Acrossthefinishlineandintothe
pool. Armsaching. Lungsonfire. Heart
pounding. Head spinning.

I madeit!!! Without disgrace!

Over for another year! Thank
God!

Why do | dothis? Why put my-
«df throughit?

For the beer and the t-shirt... d
course.

Will | doit again? Next year?

Sure'nuff! Wouldn't missit.

Why?

Becauseitsalot liketorture.

Itfeel sso damnedgood whenit's
over!



Zbel rules
Upper Yough
raceagain

When it comes to Hair Racing
one should expect the unexpected. The
outcome and consequencesd barreling
down aclassV river full tilt boogieought
to be decidedly unpredictable.

Stll, no onewasredlly surprised
by theoutcomed the1992 Upper Yough
Race held thispast August. Onceagain, as
inten o the previouse even races, Roger
Zbel captured first place, definitively
trouncing thecompetition.

Zbd, oned theownersd Preci-
sion Rafting, is a former member o the
U.S Wildwater team and oned the east
coast's most renowned steep creek spe-
cidists. No one knowsthe Upper Yough
better than he, and no one can paddleit
faster. Infact, theonly timeZbe failed to
capturefirst placewasduringayearwhen,
seededfirgt, heactually outran therelease
d water from the hydroelectricdam up-
stream.

Zbel’s victoriesare dl the more
impressivewhen oneconsidersthat dur-
ingthe past severa yearshehasel ected to
paddle the four milecourse, which con-
tains more than twenty class4 and 5 rap-
ids, in afull-length wildwater boat. Dedl-
ing with the limited maneuverability d
this craft would seemto beflirtingwith
disaster, but it has dlowed Zbd to trim
several minutes doff the times he previ-
oudly postedinaslalomboat. Thisyear he
finished the race in 28 minutes and six
seconds.

Second placefinisher, Ted New-
ton, also paddled awildwater kayak, fin-
ishingin 3 minutesand 26 seconds. The
thirdfastest time was postedby wildwater
champion Andy Bridge, who paddled a
wildwater C-1 to a3 minute and 39 sec-
ond finish.

Theremainderd thetoptencom-
petitors were John Weld, Phil Coleman,
Jesse Widdemore, Scott Stough, Dave
Bassage, BdbV ernonand Mark Gallagher.
AliceVernonpostedthefastesttimeinthe
women's division, 36 minutesand 54 sec-
onds, finishing 25thoverallinafidd d 52
contestants. Seven women competed in

theevent thisyear.

The fasted time in a raft was
posted by Janand Mykl Messer at 47 min-
utesand 45s=econds. A secondraft, manned
by Carol and Crede Cathoun, finishedjust
over twominutesl ater. Squirt boat ace Jff
Snyder continued to astonish by swim-
ming theentirecoursein109minutesand
20 seconds.

The Upper Yough Rece is the
grand daddy d Hair Racing, and, with
time, severdl traditionshaveevol ved. Each
year originally designed t-shirts are
awardedtoall competitors. Thepost race
party, organized by boat designer Jesse
Widdemoreand held in Friendsville, has
becomeaveritablewnhitewaterinstitution.

Aninformal safety code d con-
duct hasasoevolved at theUpper Yough
Race, onewhichhardly precludesthe pos-
sibility o disaster, but which minimizes
itslikelihood. For instance, to reducethe
likelihoodd passing on the course, boat-
ers are started at one minute intervals,
their order determined by the results o
theprecedingyear's event. Andindividu-
dswhoarenot knownto befamiliar with
theexquisitely technical river arediscour-
aged from entering.

Althoughtherearenever enough
sofety boatersto cover the entire course,
spectators, most o them boaters, gener-
dlycongregatesat the “trouble spots'. Their

Challenging
Great Falls..
acapitol idea

Thecourseat Great Falson the
Potomac at WashingtonD.C. isby far the
shortestd dl theHair Racetracks, only a
few hundredyards, butitisinarguablythe
most intenseand spectacular. Thisyear's
fastest time, posted by Wildwater C-1
Champion Andy Bridge, wasjust 60.8 sec-
onds. During that sixty seconds Bridge
dropped nearly onefoot per second.

TheGreat FallsRaceincludesbut
three rapids.. but what rapids they are.
Thefirst twoareclassfive, said tobemore
difficult than anything on the Upper
Y ough. Then third istheinfamousSpout,
a20foot falswith a potent recycle at the
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intent may not be entirely noble.. like
Romansat the arena they want tobewhere
theblood and guts arelikely to fly... but
they dostand ready to hel pin theevent d

an unexpected swim or entrapment.

Participantsintheracea soagree
tostopracingand helpif they encounter a
fellowcompetitorinsignificantdistress. It
hasbeenstatedthat anyonewhofailstodo
sowill beforbiddenfrom participatingin
theraceagain, but therehasnever beena
need to imposethissanction.

The competition a the Upper
Yough Racehasconsi stentlybeenintense,
but it isalsofriendly and good natured.

In thisrespect the Upper Yough
Race has served as model for other Hair
Races.

As one competitor put it, "The
real challengeand spirit d theeventisnot
to raceoneanother, but rather to racethe
river. Theimportant thingistofinishthe
race knowing that you did your bes; if
youdothatyoucan walk away fedlingreal
good about yourself."

“ Anyonewhocomeshereexpect-
ingtobeat Roger Zbel or Andy Bridgeisin
for arude awakening. Besides, that's re-
aly notthepoint. Thereal pointistohave
cut loose and haveagood time. To expe-
rience the whitewater racing fantasy... if
onlyforoneday d theyear. For mostd us,
that isquiteenough....”

[T e
John Maxwellin the 7988 Great Falls race.



bottom. Between each of therapidsliesa T

amall, fast moving poal, providing just
enough time for competitorsto recover
fromtheprecedingdropandsettheirlines
for the next.

And setting the correct line for
theSpoutiswhat Great Fallsis allabout. In
order to avoid the recycle at the base,
boatersattempttocliptheedged thefdls,

drivinghard fromright toleft. Naturaly, |

at that particular pointin spaceand time,
theriver isscreaming from left to right.
"At high water nine out d ten
boaterswho missthislineand get caught
intherecyclegofor asnvim,” accordingto
one Great Fdlsregular. And swimming
bd owtheSpoutisnot pleasant, thepool at
the base, a.k.a. the Kettle, liesin a rocky

chasmwith vertical walls, against which |

theswirlingcurrentsofthePotomac smear
theunlucky.

Schedulingtheraceat GreatFdls
has proven difficult since the course is
negotiableonly at anarrow ranged flows..

Andy Bridge, winner of the 1992 event, boofs over the right side of the spout.

The first two events were rela-
tively spontaneous, low-key events, but

idedlly 2.7- 3.1 feet. Thi s year's race was# this year's race was more heavily pro-

postponed one week due to unexpected
Augustrains. Finadly,itwasheldat alevel
d 312, devel sointimidatingthat anum-
ber d "regulars’ chose not to compete.
Nearly hdf o the eighteen competitors

moted. Infact, thisyear's event may have
been the first Hair Rece to actually "go
legitimate™. Consent was obtained from
thePark Service, safety wasset at strategic
locations, the competitors were insured,

flipped on the coursethisyear, and three®® and the race was covered by at least one

swvamintheKettle.

Thisyear second placewascap-
tured by Eric Schreiber, a K-1 paddler,
who finished the course in 66.2 seconds.
Veteran Hairmeister Tom McEwan, who
operatesthe venerableValey Millssum-
mer camp, the spawning ground for a
number d world classracers, placedthird.

Thewinnerd theprecedingGrest
FelsRaoe, Neilson Oldham, amember d
the U.S. Wildwater Team, did not compete
thisyear on the Potomac, but he has not
abandonedthe Hair Racingscene. Infact,
he has relocated to the west, where he
capturedfirgt placeinthisyear's eventon
Gore Canyon.

Theevent at Great Falshasbeen
held threetimesinthe pastfiveyears. One
yesr itwas cancelled becaused highwater
and onceit wascancelled becaused " bad
vibes" from the Park Service. Since that
time boatershave reached an agreement
with the park authorities which allows
registered, qualified boatersto paddlethe
fallsunder specified circumstances.

O CTV dation.
Organizer Andy Bridgeis help-
ing to preparea promotional video about

North Fork Payette

Just alow key
affair on a high
Intensity river

After years o rumblings and
rumorsit finally cameto pass.On August
231992 theFirst Annual Downriver Hair
Race was held on the big, tough class V
whitewater d the NorthFork of thePayette
in ldaho.

Consideringthenotoriety d the
NorthFork, theracewasare ativelyquiet,
low-key event; without sponsors, "offi-
cid" officialsor fanfare. Justabunch o
ballsy guyslooking for aquatic trouble.

Withouttheguidanced an" offi-

thisyear'sevent and hopesthat next year's
Great Fdls Race will attract even more
spectatorsand mediacoverage.

The development d the Great
Fdls Race has been a swift one. Bridge
remembersthedayswhen only ahandful
d "adrenalin junkies' challenged the se-
quence at Great Fdls, always "' catching
the eddi esbetween each drop."

"Thenwestarted to run therap-
idsinsuccession;itwasabigger rush. The
Race just sort o evolved from all that."

cid" organizer, there was quite a bit o

preliminary debate. Should thecoursein-
cludetheentireriver, or justthetop, middle
or bottom five miles? Should the course
redly include Jacob’s Ladder and Gdf

Coursg, the most intimidating, demand-
ing and dangeroussection d theriver?

Finally, thecontestantsreacheda
consensus, discretionrulingtheday. The
race would belimited to the middlefive
miles, ending aboveJacob’s Ladder.

Ideal conditions prevailed. The
river wasflowing at a comfortable1,800
cfs theskieswereclear and the tempera-
turewasbamy. Thecontestants, all North
Fork regulars, were pumped.

Therace wastobegin aboveSide
Rapidwithafifteenfoot launchdoff agran-
iteboulder. Inspited JohnFosss prelimi-
nary depth check o the pool beneath the



boulder, thefirst contestant, Mark White,
plummeted onto an undetected rock. An
inauspiciousway to start a tradition, but
Whitemanagedtoroll and recover quickly,
resituating himsdf in his craft. As he
streaked awayfromthesmall crowdat the
starting point, the remainder d the con-
testantswisdly decided tochangethestart-
ing procedure.

Althoughtherewereafewbreaks
intheaction, most d thefivemilecourse
consisted d big, booming whitewater...
includingBad Jose, STurn, Pectoralis Mgor
and the notorious Bouncer Down the
Middle. Therewereno safety boatersal ong
thecourse, each of thetwelvecontestants
assumed responsibilityfor hisown safety.

Fortunately, therewas no major
unpleasantness,thoughal mostevery con-
testant lost sometimestrugglingto main-
tain hisline through the more turbulent
sectionsd therun.

Thefinal timesdf theparticipants
weresurprisinglytight, all approximating
14 minutes. Missoula Montana's Doug
Ammons registered the fastest time, fol-
lowed by Boise Idaho's Tony Brennon.
Third placewenttoa star fromthe Payette
Whitewater Roundup, CharlieMunse, o

nearby Garden Vdley.

Veteranpaddler and North Fork
pioneer Rob Lesser placed forth, topping
thetimed fifth placewinner Mark White
by only one-tenthd a second.

Thecontestantsareal ready plan-

ning next year's event, which, onceagain,
will likely beheld in late August or early
Septemnber. Already thelengthand place-
mentd thecourseare being debated, final
detailsshould be decided at the Payette
Whitewater Roundup, dlated for nextJuly.

o e

Mark White racing through Bouncer Down the Middle during North Fork Payetterace.

Racingdown
theWatauga

Detail ssurroundingthefirst (and
only) WataugaHair Raceare abit hard to
come by. Considering the circumstances
under which the racewas held, that may
not beall that surprising.

It fdl on a cold, windy March
1988 day, with temperaturesin the twen-
ties. The steep Smokey Mountains that

plummet into the river bed were snow |

covered. Smal wonder that somed those
who had announced their intentions to
racebacked out at thelast minute. Could
it be that thosewho participated weren't

racingthestopwatchal, but rather racing
theelements, just to get off theriver with-
out frostbite?

No... it wasagenuineevent, and
by all accounts, an interestingone. The
river wasrunninglow, about 200cfs The
courseincludedtheentire classIV-V stretch
d theWatauga, fromthelow water bridge

to the takeout at Stansbury.

Competitorscareened down the |

exquisitely technical coursethrough rap-

idswithwell earnedmonikers-like Bump -

and Grind, Asskicker, Hydro, Heavy Wa-
ter, Boof Ledgeand Last Hair. Most o the

racerselected to portage Watauga Fdls, |

but Risa Shimodaand Woody Callaway

paddled over the 15+ foot classV+ (VI?) |

drop with their usual aplomb.

Asisusually thecaseinany Hair +

Race, the top finisherswereloca *'regu-
lars". BabVernon, who attended college
at Appalachian University in nearby
Boone, NorthCarolina, finishedfirst,in47
minutes. NotfarbehindwereBrian Wham,
in second, and Andrew Carr, in third.

In spite d the harsh circum- |

stancesunderwhichtheracewasheld, the
participants speak fondly o the event,
and every year they vow to haveanother.
But so far fate has thwarted their inten-
tions.

Some have moved from the vi-
cinity d the river... Bob Vernon is an

Tennesseethe Hard Way--Watauga River

Upper Yough regular now. And, flowsin
theWataugaare quite unpredictablesince

| itisnotdam controlled, makingit difficult

to schedulearacein advance. Frequently

~theriver istoo low to navigate, while at

other timesit ragesat levelsthat would
intimidate even the most stalwart Hair
Racer.

But thecurrent cropd Watauga

| regulars adamantly maintain that there

will be another race, hopefully in 1993.

| Thecastd charactersmaybedifferent,but

giventheintensity d thecourse, thelevel
d excitement should bethe same.



Lifein paddling paradises

(Editor's note: Do you live in the
perfect paddiing location? Share your home
with the readers of American Whitewater.
Submit manuscripts and photos to Bob
Gedekoh, editor.)

By SCOTT STOUGH

Whenl first met my wife, Terry, 7

we were both employed as teachers in
Reading, Pennsylvania.I askedwhereher

hometown was and she answered, some- |

whatevasively,westernMaryland.Aftera
lot o coaxing she told me she lived in

Friendsville. Myimmediateresponsewas

"The Upper Yough".
Like most whitewater boaters, |
equated Friendsvillewith oned the best

whitewater runsin theeast. Butlikemost |

boaters | had visited Friendsville only
briefly, not spending enough timeto re-

aly get to know the town and its people

well.

When | arrived at Terry's apart-
ment for our first date, | discovered a
yellow Dancer and Backlund paddie in
her dining room. Thiswas encouraging.
Asfar assheknew, Terry had beenthefirst
Friendsville native to try kayaking. Her

firgtventureontowhitewaterhad occurred |

onaclassthreedropon Bear Creek, atrout
stream, runnable only at high water, that

flowsinto the Yough in town. It was a |

logical choice, since Bear Creek flows
through her parents' backyard. Needless

to say, Terry took her first whitewater |

swim that day.

A year and a half after we met, '

weweremarriedin Friendsvilleinachurch
onthebanksd theriver. | waseven
permitted an Upper Yough runontheday
before thewedding. Shortly thereafter, a
position teaching drafting opened up at
Northern Garrett High School, and Ifound
mysdf in the midst & every paddlier's
dream... living at the takeout d aclass5
riverwithareal job. A jobwiththebonus
d havingsummersoff.

Terry found a job at the same

Friendsville, MD

S
hae, 09

Scoff Siough caiches alr at Powerful Popper on his home rive--the Uipper Yough,

school asaphysi ca educationteacher and
certified athletic trainer. Nowadays we
commutetheeight milestowork together,
a route that takes us along Bear Creek.
Terry getscrosswhen | run of the road
scoutingthebig dropsat high water.
Over theyearsTary's enthusi-
asm for kayaking hasdiminished. After
survivingafew class3rivers, arall clinic
and severa class 5 river disagreements.

shepurchased aDemoreel nflatableducky.
These are built right in town and
Terryclaimsit islike paddling her couch
down theriver.

But what is life in Friendsville
like?

Wesdl domhavetrafficjams, Snce
the nearest traffic light is twenty-five
milesaway. Skateboarding isa popular
pastime for the young peoplein town...




but skateboardingonthes dewal ksi snow
punishable by a $50 fine. We wonder
sometimesif the town council will passa
law outlawingthewearingd neoprenein
public.

One of my wife's favorite
Friendsvillestoriesinvolvesthearrival of
the"'Boat People'. Duringthe years when
Terry had been away doinggraduatework
at IndianaState she had received aletter
from her grandmother which stated that
the"Boat People" had moved into town.
This was the spring d 1982, the era
Castro's boat launch. Naturally, she as-
sumed that agroup d Cubanshad settled
in Friendmille.

Only later did she discover that
thefirst tworaftingcompanieshad set up
operationsin town.

We now live about two blocks
fromtheUpper Yough takeout, soawarm
changingareaand acold RollingRock are
never far away. We dont exactly have
river front property, but we do save on
flood insurance. Thereare alwayslots o

different people coming into town to
paddle, soit's usualy pretty easy tofinda
shuttle. I'm hoping that over the years|
can play host to paddlersfrom al fifty
states.

One disadvantage to living in
Friendsvilleis that the nearest shopping
mallisthirty milesaway. SometimesTerry
suffersfrommallwithdrawal and theonly
cure is a safari toCumberland,
Morgantown or Pittsburgh. Our l1zuzu
Trooper does doubleduty, hauling seri-
ous shoppersand their bargains back to
home base, then hauling kayaks to the
put-in, all inthesameday. O course, any
townwithwhitewatercloser thanamall is
alrightby me

My wife's parentsdon't dways
understand my boating. They stand on
the banks d Bear Creek and wave as |
bounceby. My neighborsarealso puzzled.
Oneawaysaskswhy | put my kayak on
theroof d my car if | am goingto paddle
the Upper Yough. | guesshefiguresI'm
good enough to paddle the class 5 run

upstream.

But I'm educating the commu-
nity. My father-in-law now checksriver
gauges whiledrivingfuel truckinthetri-
state area, while our school's driversed
instructor kegpsaneyeonthelocal creeks.
My parents still have their doubts. Just
beforelmarried my mother told Terry that
kayaking was just a phase that | would
00N outgrow.

Fortunately, it hasn't happened
yet.

3rd Annual Nantahala Rescue Rodeo

and River Bottom Stomp
July 10, 1992 -- Wesser, NC

"This is a first rate event that is
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enormously fun and a great learning
experience. Relative competence is
judged, but only to add spice for those
with competitive drives. "

"The first aid judges were wonderful.
After we were through they helped us
understand what we did correctly and
what we could have done better. "

"Ugh, gross!”(entrant viewing latex bone
fragments protruding from avictim's leg)

Novice and open classes
Open and decked boats
Individual and team entry




EnD NOTES

Practicingthe" Great M ooch"

Most paddlers associate mooch-
ing with the frantic anticsd fellow pad-
dlerswholeft theirlunch"inthecar™. You
know the ones, the guyswithwhat Carla
Garrison calls the "Big Harpoon Syn-
drome', guyswhoweretoo busy tryingto
impressgirlsat the put-in to help unload
theboats.

They sit besideyou at thelunch
break with stomachs growling loud
enough to be heard over the roar o the
rapids. Usuallythey makesmall talk about
the scenery while surreptitiously eyeing
your gorp and sandwich. However, this
stereotypeisagrossinsult to thosed us
who are true River Mooch Practitioners!
Mooching should not, by any means, be
limited to lunch spots.

In fact, one can greatly improve
ones resultsat river lunchspotsby devel -
oping good mooching practices at home.
Practiceon your friends. As along-time
dedicated moocher, allowmetooffer some
finer pointsd mooching, on and dff the
river.

Mooching is an art, one devel-
opedtoitshighest form by bachelors. The
first ruleisto maintain theatmosphered
perpetual hunger. Stock your refrigerator
with beer and nothing else. Stock your
cupboardswith macaroni and cheesedin-
ners.

Sounds like normal behavior?
Good. Next, spread the rumor that you
subsist on beer and macaroni and cheese.
In the case d those d us who practice
moochingat the highest levels, thisisnot
arumor!

Now, start visiting your river
buddies regularly until you can predict
when dinner normallywill be. Thisisthe
"window d optimal mooch". You aso
need to develop a' hungry but won't ad-
mitit" look. Y ou know thelook; you used
it on Mom whenever youcamehomefrom

By PROP WASH
aka KEN KYLER

iollege. (Too bad the *'broke but won't
admit it look” never worked on Dad.)

To practice the "'great mooch",
gart droppingin onthemoocheesduring
‘he mooch window. Sit in the corner
iiscussingthenext river tripwhiledinner
isserved. Periodically, stareat thefood on
‘he table using your best "hungry but
wont admit it" look. If they are particu-
larly hard cases, alittledrool in thecorner
g themouthand adightly wild-eyedl ook
will help.

Whenyou areasked if you have
saten, say “yup, had some macaroni and
heese and a beer”. Thiswill dmost al-
waysbreak down thespouseand resultin
an invitation for dinner. Be sureto make
1 few feeble attempts to decline, but be
<areful nottooverdoit! Youdont want to
loos=the opportunity.

Beware defensive tactics devel-
sped by some unscrupulouswives. In
particular, watch out for the "'liver and
snions" ploy. This a mildly disguised
offort to discourage your timely vists.
This usually doesnot start until you have
started to wear them down. But, don't
dismay!

Chokedownthedinner and drop
some thoughtful statement about how
much better it tastes than macaroni and
<heese. Eventually their conscienceswill
3et to them or your buddy will give up.
My experiences have taught me that my
buddies usually hate liver and onions
worse than | do. In these cases practice
patience, causeyour buddieswill get their
dutiful spouses back on the right track
SOO0N.

Be sure that you dont mooch at
the same table every med. Moochees
catch on pretty quick and start changing
dinner times. Also, spreadthewealthand
only dropin...ohhhh....onceaweek or 0,
but never on thesameday two weeksin a
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row.

And it doesn't hurt to fib just a
littlenow and then and say that you have
jugteatenat your Mom's. OF coursethey
will know that Mom throws you out at
dinner time; butitisagamethat moochees
liketo play. Whenthi shappens, gracioudy
declinedinner, unlessitisasteak or some-
thingreally great, and raid the'fridge for
abesr.

Which remindsmed animpor-
tant point. Alwaystakeafew beersalong
with you. If your buddiesarelike mine,
theirwiveswill neverlet themkeepenough
onhand. Takingbeer Wl keepyouinhis
your buddy's best graces,evenif themissus
addsonemorereasontoher listd reasons
why you area' scum ball yakker”.

If you haveafriend who doesn't
drink, buy somebeer for himanyway, asa
token d your appreciation for their gra-
ciousness. Inorder to be polite, they will
thankyouand stow thebeerintheir'fridge.
Presto! Whenyou runout o beer, drop by
hisjointfor avisit. Y our stock-pilewill be
waiting, niceand chilled.

Wi, that isMooch 101 in anut
shell. Gottarun! If | hurry, | can catch my
buddy Creek Freek and clan. | overheard
Mrs Freek mumblingto thekidsthat they
weregoing to haveribstoday.

Editors alert: Ken Kyler is a kayaker and
personnel officer with the Air Forcewho used
to boat with the Indianapolis Hoosiers buf
recentlyrelocatedto D.C.andjoined theCanoe
Cruisers. D.C. boaters beware ... watch your

pantries!



...the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraft!

MO HARD PARTS!

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australia in 1986, the SHREDDER has
been built and & power-tested ever since. A
great way for an experienced river runner to
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fast in flat-
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch . Sl .

their limits...hole punching and 5 . VIRGINIA
wave surfing!

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
duty” does not mean

HEAVY......... the
SHREDDER rolis
up into a compact
18" x 28"| The cross
tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have

been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania.......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES.....
« floor »+ D-rings * rope

R R | Airtight Inflatables
SHREDDERS * Rhgﬁams
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS = ACCES
- length = 124« color = black 2668
- width = 58" » weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 329 - 86

¥ : | le. Pa 15470
* tube diameters available = 18,5, 20", 21" Box 36 Ohiopyle

= neoprene/nylon +SK FOR TONY

PRICES RANGE FROM $900 to $1250



Ty Sy
Oy aisa
Oivd

ADVISOd 5T

LA O - P

PEEANEEY OGS EERIDRY
FarZi AN ‘EDuecy
58 %08 Od

IEUINO ¥YMY




