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It's a Rapid Education!

A leader in whitewoter instruction since 1972,
MKC offers highly personalinstruction from
Beginner to Expert levels in both kaycking and
open canoeing - leading to diplomas
recognized world-wide.

Located on the Madawaska River, MKC
provides dll equipment and transportation
during the course, as well as the creature
comforts of a vacation resort, including
delicious medls served up with old world
hospitality. And better yet, our rivers ore
clean, warm and uncrowded.

Join directors Claudia and Dirk - national
whitewater champions - and staff for an
unforgettable PADDLING VACATION!

Kﬂnu Barry's Bay

Ontario KQJ 1BO
Summer: (613) 756-3620
Winter:(416) 447-8845
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Bad Vibes

Things are a tad cluttered here
at the American Whitewater editorial of-
fice.

I use the term "office" loosely.
Actually, the magazine is produced in a
paper-strewn corner of my cramped
apartment. A single table occupies an
entire wall. Half of its surface is occupied
with computer equipment. The remain-
der is piled high with floppy disks, manilla
envelopes, manuscripts, empty bottles
of Diet Coke and crumpled packages of
Red Man chewing tobacco.

Stacked under the table and around one corner of the room are the official
American Whitewater archives--unmarked cardboard boxes overflowing with past
Issues, old photos, slides, advertisementsand the assortedflotsam and jetsam of five
years from sitting here at the official editorial desk.

It ain't pretty.

The purpose of this self-styled confessionis half an apology and half a plea.
Some of you have submitted miscellaneous slides or photos that have yet to be
returned. It's not that I've lost them--they're right here...somewhere.

I fully intend to return everything. It just takes a couple of hours to locate
anything--and| literally have no time to search or organize. This issue is already two
weeks behind schedule. Please be patient.

Also--in the future, please submit photos as a regular sized print that | can
use and keep. Please don't send slides or original prints.

Oh--while I'm on the subject, a word about submissions. We beg for them.
But recently--I've experienced some negative vibrations.

Once in a while | get a submission that | don't think is quite right. Maybe |
dont like the style or content. Maybe there's no room. Whatever. It doesn't get in.

Who knows, maybe the story or photo can get printed elsewhere and even

‘~in a Pulitzer. My opinionisn't perfect.

When | get a chance, | try to write or call the contributor. But sometimes |
don't. No excuse--exceptby thetime | getdone with one of these damnthings the next
me is already due.

But I wish people wouldn't get PO'd at me. Like other AWA volunteers--|
don't get paid for this. I'm doing the best job | can under limited conditions and it's a
Jenuine bummer to get nasty letters.

Hey--we're only semi-professionalshere.
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PURPOSE

. The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organization with a membership of
over 2,000 whitewater boating enthusiastsand more than 100local canoe club affiliates. The
AWA was organized in 1961 to protect and enhance the recreational enjoyment of whitewa-
ter sportsin America.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof a bi-monthlyjournal, the AWA provides information and
education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors
potential threats to whitewater river resources through its "River Watch" system, publishes
informationon river conservation, works with governmentagenciesto protect and preserve
free-flowing whitewater rivers, and provides technicaladvice to local groups regarding river
management and river conservation. AWA also gives annual awards to individuals to
recognizeexceptional contributionsto river conservationand an annuai“hydromania” award
to recognize the proposed hydroelectric power project which woud| be most destructive of
whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivalsto raise funds for river con-
servation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual Gauley River
Festival in Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater boaters in the
nation, other than at international racing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater accidents, and
maintains both a uniform national ranking system for whitewater rivers (the International
Scale of Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA Safety Code.

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporatedunder Missourinon-profit cor-
poration laws in 1961 and maintains its principal mailing address at PO Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464. AWAhas been granted tax exempt statusby the Internal Revenue Serviceunder
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The charter includesthe following
purposes:encourage the exploration, enjoyment, and preservationof Americanrecreational
waterways or man-powered craft; protect the wilderness character of waterways through
conservation of water, forests, parks, wildlife, and related resources; promote appreciation
for the recreational value of wilderness cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONAL STAFF: Except for membership services and the Executive Director
position, all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine, are handled
by volunteers.
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Richard Fox, Eight time World Champion in K-1 Slalom
and Designer of the Perception Reflex. ™




S ingle minded. Dedicated
to the task at hand. Driven
by a passion for excellence
that compels men and
companies to strive for
optimum performance.

At Perception/Aguaterra,
we have long recognized that
success demands focused
effort. From the outset,
quality, performance and
innovation shaped the design
and construction of our white-
water and touring kayaks.
Today, that dedication defines
our role as the world's leader
in kayaking.

Pride in craftmanship
blended with patented, lead
ing edge technology and a
nationwide network of
paddlesport dealers make
Perception/Aquaterra the
paddler’s choice... for the
experienced paddler, press-
ing the limits of personal
performance... for the casual
paddler, gliding leisurely
aleng water trails, taking in
the scenic beauty of the
outdoors... and for the
novice, working to master
basic paddling skills.

Call Perception, Inc. today
for the name and number of
lhe Perception/Aquaterra
dealer nearest you... people
FOCUSED on helping you
get the most enjoyment from
your paddlesports adventure.

A —

1-803-859-1518
FAX (B03) 855-5995

Perception, Inc.
1110 Powdersville Road
Easley, SC 28640
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observe questionable activities. He can
U PF er You g h re p I? Toe reached at (301) 387-4462.

Dear Editor:

| read with interest Pope Bar-
row's artide in the January/February issue
of the AWA Journal. Over the years,
Pope has used this journal to chastise
the State of Maryland for what he be-
lieves is our failed management of the
Youghiogheny River. In the past, | have
not felt a response was necessary, but
the most recent artide has reached new
levels of oversimplification and exaggera-
tion.

The summarization of State
designation is slightly over-simplified.
There are a number of State programs
doing excellent river management work
and to summarize all this protection ef-
fort in four paragraphs with one bad
example doesn't quite seemto represent
a fair evaluation. In addition, the Mary-
land examplefailsto recognizeany of the
positive management steps the State
has taken on the Upper Youghiogheny
River: a River Manager has been hired,
a draft management plan has been
completed, a corridor boundaryhasbeen
identified, over 2,000 acres have been
acquired along the river, and regulations
have been developed to control com-
mercial rafting.

One of the mgar points the artide
fails to recognize, is that State programs
strive to seek a balance between re-
source protection and resource use. Our
goal is to direct use to the appropriate
areas and to reduce conflict between
competing user groups. State programs
do not try to return the rivers within their
boundaries to a primitive condition. If we
did, even recreational use would proba-
bly be prohibited.

The article’s reference to river
abuse is extremely exaggerated. First,
thereis nofactualevidence, to my knowl-
edge, to indicate any landowner guilt.
Secondly, the extent of the burning was
confined to an area approximately one
hundred (100) feet by two hundred (200)
feet, within the context of a twenty-two
(22) mile long river corridor containing
approximately 4,400 acres.

In the future, | would suggest
thatinstead of criticizingState programs,
recreational users become part of the
solution. On the Youghiogheny River,
boaters can help by contacting Karl Chris-
tensen, the River Manager, when they

=

Along the lines of cooperation, |
also noticed the article by John Franch-
slla. This article talks about boaters re-
trieving boat parts by making their way
Sack through the woods on mountain
bikes. Although | agree with removing
trash from theriver corridor, | wouldhope
that permission is obtained before pri-
vate lands are crossed. The issue of
trespass has always been a point of con-
flict between landowners and boaterson
the Youghiogheny River. Once again, |
would urge people to contact Karl Chris-
tensen and allow him to help obtain per-
mission from the private landowner.

In conclusion, you can help
develop your State's ability to protectthe
resource by cooperating and being part
of the solution rather than the problem.

Sincerely,

John F. Wilson, Chief

Maryland's Scenic and Wild Rivers Pro-
gram

Pope clarifies

Dear Chris;

I have been asked by an official
at the State of Maryland Department of
Natural Resources to retract or clarify a
statement which appeared in the Janu-
ary/February 1991 issue of the Journalin
an article entitled "Wild and scenicis not
the only solution". Please include this
retraction and clarification in the next
issue of the Journal.

The article states (on page 10)
that one riverside landowner at the Up-
per Youghiogheny River "thumbed his
nose at the State in 1990" and "burned
down everything along the river bank”.
This statement is incorrect in several
respects.

First, "everythingalong the river
bank"for 21 miles of wild and scenicriver
corridor was not affected. Only an area
about 40 yards long on one parcel of
property on river right was affected. It is
a significant parcel, but it does not in-
clude the whole river. My apologies for
the rhetorical exaggeration.

Secondly, the owner of the land
removed most of the trees and vegeta-
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tion by hand and by mechanical means,
after the area had been burned. The
original burning has been blamed on
tresspassers. At this time, no one is
certain who is responsible for the burn-
ing.

Thirdly, the landowner did not
"thumb his nose at the State". The State
actually authorized the landowner to
remove trees and vegetation. The State
and the landowner agreed that clearing
of the area would be an appropriate re-
sponse to the burning. However, the
State did not request or require that the
area be revegetated or restored to a
natural condition.

This episode should not be
confused withan earlierincidentin which
a landowner did "thumb his nose at the
State"...sort of. That incident occurred
more than two years ago when different
people were responsible for State man-
agement. It involved another landowner
engaged in timbering within the river
corridor. This individual is reported to
have suggested that the State could not
stop him from doing what he wantedand
that the State wild and scenic rivers act

as "toothless". (These are not his exact
words, of course.) To its credit, the State
did try to stop the harmful activity by
bringing an injunction. However, the State
was unsucessful. A local court held that
the boundaries of the river corridor were
not adequately marked on the ground to
permit enforcement of State wild and
scenic rules. The State feels that this
problem has now been corrected, but the
issue has yet to be tested in court.

While the State of Maryland may
have some distance to goin its manage-
ment of the Upper Youghiogheny River,
great strides in the right direction have
been taken in the past two years since
John Wilson has assumed responsibility
for river management and since Karl
Christensonhas been hired as an on-site
river manager. Both are to be commended
for their efforts.

Boaters need to be part of the
solution at the Upper Yough, not part of
the problem. In particular all boaters should
notify Karl at 301-387-4462 of any prob-
lems which they encounter or observe in
the river corridor. This especially includes
the loss of a boat or other equipment.
Please do not trespass on private prop-
erty to retrieve your boat or equipment
withoutfirst obtainingpermissionthrough
Karl. This is very important to maintain
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|
good relations with landowners in the
area.

Sincerely,
Pope Barrow
Washington, D.C.

Keep Gary, Carlal

Dear Chris,

You asked for response to Dylan
Smith's call for the ouster if Carlson/
Garrison in the Jan./Feb. issue.

1) If Mr. Smith finds it offensive,
why does he read it? Typical "Frank
Burns" (movie version" double standard.
Most Americans hit the mute for obnox-
ious commercials,lock out/turn off objec-
tional programming, and are selectivein
what they read, or at least have the
freedom to make these choices.

2) I don'tforce Mr. Smithto read
Endnotes; he and his hypocritical, hyper-
moral, hysterical kind are trying to force
me NOT to read it.

3) If the detriment of an idea
outweighs its benefit, don't subscribe to
it. | suggest Mr. Smith, and all the other
frustrated, hung-up whiners cancel their
subscriptions if they can't control their
suppressed prurient interests to read such
virulent perverted "scat".

4) | for one, of the silent major-
ity, find humor the sanest way to forget
this violent world for the brief few minutes
our busy lives permit.

Let's keep things in perspec-
tive! Mr. Smith should constructively di-
rect his efforts to solving real
problems...perhaps go to Washington.

Very on the Square,
Gary Glick
Anytown, USA

Dear Editor,

I strongly disagree with the let-
ter in the last issue urging that "End
Notes" authors Carla Garrison and Gary
Carlsonbe terminated. The letter asserts
that Carla and Gary write "mindless and
soul-sickening drivel" and display a
"scatalogical sense of humor and disre-
spect for basic traditional values."”

There can be no doubt that the
wriier is exactly correct in describing Carla
and Gary's articles. Their writing is com-
plete garbage; however, they = funny
as (bleep).

CarlaandGary's self-appointed
missionis to explore the recesses of the

collective minds of advanced to expert_-

whitewater boaters. What do you expect
to find there--Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs?? More likely you will find the
Seven Dwarfs o Snow White.

If the letter writer prefersto read
drivel which is not funny, he should sub-
scribe to CANOE magazine.

Mac Thornton
Washington, D.C.

Dear Editor,

I couldn't disagree more with
Dylan Smith. Gary Carlson's column is
an important part of AW. No, that's not
strong enough. It's not far from being an
important part of the sport! Take the
column that appeared last May--the one
about the fellow who persuaded his wife
to install, in their restaurant, machines
that dispense those little envelopes, only
to find his restaurant start filling up with
strangely-dressedguys who talked about
"playing in holes™" and "needing a tighter
skirt". The guys | paddle with all found
that column hysterical, and more to the
point, all our wives did too. And our wives
are non-paddlers. Female paddlers are
not think-skinned--notthe ones I've met,
anyway. And certainly not Carla Garri-
son. So keep both her and Gary Carlson.

Sincerely,

Tim Elder
Mansfield Center, CT

Dear Editor,

I would Iike-to voicgby strong

LETTERS

Be real, Carla!!

Dear AWA Editor,

I couldn't tellif the "End Note" in
the Nov-Dec issue by Carla Garrison
was a joke or not. If, indeed, it is not a
|oke, the following response is for publi-
cation.

Nastatobi River Queen of
rlumongous Hogans identifies Big Har-
gzoon Sybdrome!! QLCarla may not have
aphallusbetweenherlegs, but she shore
#oes have a bad attitude! Let's be real
Carla, the quality you hate in the boys
you display in yourself before every reader
of AWA.

Recreational paddling can be
ntensely competitive, but it's on a per-
sonal level, i.e., "what are my own limits
and how far can | push them?" If your
raddling mates have a personal ven-
detta against women paddlers, then find
=ome new ones. But don't go lumpingall
the men in the sport in one category, as
I wouldn't want them to think all women
#ho challenge themselves on difficult
wrater are like you!

The question doesn't concern
sender, andit's notabout ratingin the top
=ercentile of the paddling community. It
i7as to do with boat control and aware-
ress on the rio. Does someone look out
Ior their buddies, resist jeopardizingthe
zafety of others, grab a throw bag if
reccesary, and like to have a good time
a camp? Carla, if you can answer "yes"
11 those questions, then also get yourself
N attitudefixer and come ioin us on Bald
Hock.

degards,

support for the continuationgf "
I find the work of Gary and Carla to be

meth Rypins

. oerkley, CA

imaginative, witty and_humorous

Norm Fairhurst

Balti MD
aimore, LETTER POLICY
Dear Editor,
A American Whitewater wel-
I'm proud to be an AWA mem-____comes response from its readers.

ber and enjoy reading our magazine.

_ Lettersshould be addressedto Chris
Safety, conservation, activism.Oh, yeah, '

[ "Koll, 7987 #5 Rd. W, Fabius, NY

tell Carla and Gary to keep up the good

13063. Letters should be reasona-

work. Tell Dylan Smith to have someone___bly brief, avoid obvious slander,

cut out the "bad" parts if he doesn't like |

them.

William Montilio
Turners Falls. MA

[ keep profanity to a minimum, be
typed (or atleastreadable) and not
depend on this editor to correct
mispellings.
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No dough for Bio Bio!

The International Finance Corporation of
the World Bank (IFC) is considering lending
Chile's private electricity company, ENDESA, up
to 25% of the funds necessary to build the first
dam of a six-dam chain on Chile's internationally
acclaimed Bio Bio River and inundate its world-

class whitewater.

Approval for the first dam in the series of

six was granted prior to Augusto Pinochet's
departure from the presidency in 1989. Some ini-
tial site work has already commenced, and full
construction operations could begin as soon as
funding becomes available.
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decision on funding, pending
the completion of an envi-
ronmental impact assess-
ment. The assessment will
be produced by ENDESA,
under relatively weak and
unenforceable World Bank
guidelines, and could be
completed in a matter of
months. Bank approval of
the loan could come
thereafter.

Responding to the
growing concern for the Bio
Bio's survival is the Interna-
tional Rivers Network (IRN).
IRN is pressuring the World
Bank to reject ENDESA's
loan application and save
one of the world's last great
wild and scenic rivers.

It is important that
immediate pressure be
placed upon World Bank to
reject the loan for ENDESA.
Paddlers can write, fax and
phone Mr. Martin Riddle, En-
vironmental Officer, Interna-
tional Finance Corporation,
World Bank, 1818 H St.,
NW, Washington, D.C.
20433. (telephone) 202-473-
0725. (fax) 202-334-8713.

"Mt. Everest of whitewater" needs protection

In Idaho's western
mountains, each year in Au-
gust, in order to continue
watering beans, alfalfa and
sugar beets in the lower
Payette River Basin, the
flood gates are lowered on
Cascade Reservoir. The
North Fork of the Payette
River flows out of this
shallow reservoir. The North
Fork is warm and carries
that green glow associated
with mountain pastures. For
about twenty miles the river
meanders through Round
Valley and provides a warm,
playful intermediate float

known as the Cabarton run,
that attracts local boaters for
a fun day in the late after-
noon sun.

Soon the river
passes under Rainbow
Bridge and starts a 1,700
foot descent along fifteen
miles of river that is
squeezed by a highway and
arailroad. This steep,
boulder choked stretch of
boiling whitewater is the
North Fork of the Payette,
the "Mount Everest of
Kayaking."

| have never been
to Mt. Everest, but if

climbers stand around base
camp with wide eyes and
pumped up chests talking
loudly and incoherently
about a top to bottom climb,
then the North Fork is the
Mount Everest of Kayaking.
For you quickly discover that
the North Fork is one-half
bravado and one-half boat-
ing.

When the flood
gates are lowered at
Cascade Dam it signal the
start of North Fork season.
During my time in Idaho
prior to North Fork season
many boaters | met would

remark off-handedly that
they did run the North Fork. |
soon learn to silently
question their sanity and
their skill.

The legends of the
North Fork include the guide
book author with nearly 100
trips under his belt and a Big
Water boater who did a ver-
tical mile in one day with
three Top to Bottom runs.
While these stories are
impressive, the most often
told stories are the ones of
the boaters who are in over
their heads.

The North Fork at-



tracts second year boaters
with no where else to go,
who gain bruises and lose
gear, or the unprepared
tourist boaters who lug their
gear all the way to Idaho
only to break or lose it
quickly. A boater with B.C.
plates left behind a sign for a
lost paddle; lost when his
spray skirt blew off in a
relatively easy section and
the North Fork bogeyman
forced him out of his boat.
And a Class V Colorado
sneak boaters who in two
days broke two paddles and
one pair of glasses and
gladly spent his last day of
vacation boating the tubs at
Bonneville Hot Springs.

The North Fork is
long, difficult, complicated,
steep and fast. With careful
scouting and defensive boat-
ing, it can be a real treat to
start the day all puckered up
and end it with a feeling of
accomplishment. There are

T twenty major rapids con-

nected by fast, exciting,
Class IV water in this section
of river. While a Top to
Bottom run is the standard
to measure by, the usual
day consists of some combi-
nation of the Top, the Middle
and the Bottom.

The Bottom is
where the “I'll boat the
bottom till I'm bored" crew
spend their time enjoying big

—waves, large holes and fast
water through Juicer and
Crunch.

The Top is an intro-
duction to honest to good-
ness North Forkkin. In this
section the river snatches
the bottom out from under
your stomach and provides
fast fun in rapids called
steepness, Disneyland and
Nutcracker.

Jacobs Ladder, ar-
guably the most challenging
rapid in [daho and Gold
Course, a close second, are

| part of the middle. The

Middle is a collection of long,
steep. complicated drops full
of sticky holes. The Middle is
the proof of the pudding for
North Forkkers.
Unfortunately, the
North Fork of the Payette
cannot be taken for granted.
The same drop that excites
paddlers has big time hydro
developers drooling. Origi-
nally threatened by Potato
King, J.R. Simplot, the North
Fork is currently coveted by
a group of hydro developers
bankrolled by Consolidated
Hydro of Connecticut. This
group holds a preliminary
permit for a pump storage
project that would make the
North Fork most appropriate
for bouldering on all but sev-
enteen recreational release
days each North Fork
season. Fighting this pro-
posal is the group Friends of
the Payette. FOP was
founded for a single short
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fight some three years ago,
however the battle for pro-
tection has proved to be
long and drawn out.

Right now protec-
tion is coming one step
closer as the state legisla-
ture would prohibit hydro-
power developmenton the
North Fork and the South
Fork (a charming tributary
with class 11, Hl and IV
sections). If you have been
to Idaho and enjoyed the
Payette or if you would like
to go then you should write
by March 20 to Chairman
Wayne Sutton, House
Resources and Conserva-
tion Committee, Statehouse
Mall, Boise, ID 83720.

Tell him you are a
fat, sassy out-of-state tourist
who spends big bucks on
vacations in Idaho and the
only reason you would even
consider going to Idaho is to
kayak and float on the Pay-
ette. Writing to Wayne will

~ UNUMITED POSSIB

et into a lightweight, vacuum bagged, custom built
Valley Wl Boat ond seé what

ILITIES?

i is possible foryou . . .
]
] -
- : ",
"
e Andy R. Bridge
% Valley Mill Boats

15101 Seneco Rood

Crermanbown, Maonjland 20674
(301) 948-7099
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help stop the North Fork
hydropower proposal,
protect the South Fork and
boating Spudheads will
thank you.

However, don't
think this will be the end of it.
The Payette River is like the
Klamath River. There are
many steps involvedin
permanent protection for a
river and at each step public
input is required. This will
not be the last time you will
be asked to help.

In the middle of Oc-
tober the flood gates rise
and the North Fork once
again becomes a trickling
stream tumbling down a
riverbed filled with oversized
boulders. But the stories will
continue in the evening,
around the fire, over beers,
for the North Fork is more
than just a day of boating, it
is a season of tall stories.

By MAC THORNTON

After John Denver
wrote "Country Road" in the
early 1970's, the "Almost
Heaven" sobriquet became
the unofficial state motto of
West Virginia. But to
whitewater paddlers in the
Eastern United States, West
Virginia i heaven. There is
simply no "Almost" about it!

So, while threats to
many rivers in the Middle At-
lantic states simmered down
in 1990, river conservation-
ists focussed in on No. 1.
The Mountain State.
Whitewater Heaven.

West Virginia Rivers
Coalition

Launched by the
American Whitewater
Affiliation in 1989, the West

Virginia Rivers Coalition
(WVRC) is off the pad. The
primary goal is to obtain
designation of 13 superlative
rivers in the Monongahela
National Forest as Federal
Wild and Scenic Rivers.
Included are 11 whitewater
gems, such as the Blackwa-
ter, Cranberry and South
Branch Potomac's Smoke
Hole Canyon.

The political reality
requires an intense, person-
to-person grass roots
campaign in the West
Virginia highlands. That
costs money. But in August,
WVRC was awarded a grant
of $40,000 by the Outdoor
Industry Conservation
Alliance, a group of progres-
sive companies headed by
REI. The AWA and the

‘West Virginia rivers update

! Canoe Cruisers Association
' of Washington, D.C.
followed up with contribu-
tions of $2,000 each, and
the Coastal Canoeists, the
Keelhaulers and the Blue
Ridge Voyageurs have sent
contributions.

Late in the year, a
special appeal was sent to
all AWA members to benefit
WVRC, and the results were
astounding. Over 200 AWA
members sent contributions
with the grand total over
$8,000!

In September,
WVRC hired a full-time
executive director and
opened a permanent office
in Elkins, WV. Brochures
have been printed and the
political effort is underway.
WVRC has also beenin

A New Generation of Whitewater Playboats!

MOHAWK XL SERIES

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which
blendinto flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that
turns on a dime, is stable-surfing and easy to roll. The
MOHAWK family of XL Playboats is the right choice for a
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your
comparison with any other such canoe. Paddle a MOHAWK XL,
look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try
an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddled it.

-

Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with
aluminum reinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available —
all wood trim including beautiful woodinlaid decks, white ash

gunwales with drain slots.

_ Hokawk Canoes

= 963N Hwy. 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750,14071834-3233

XL12  XL13

XL14  XL15

A shorter playboat - really quick turns. .. stable. .. dry

X'.12 fun in low water rapids.. . use in Grade 1 lll, and IV
Whitewater.
Our most popular playboat.. . the more you paddle
XL13 it the better you like it.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
are paddling whitewater thru Grade V. . . really
stable.. . very, very dry.. . easy handling.
A short combination tandem and solo playboat.. .
XL14 fun in rapids, and easy to paddle between rapids.. .
more room. .. Whitewater thru Grade V.
The tandem playboat... Whitewater thru Grade V. . .
XL15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable.. . A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .
Specs.  Length Beam  Depth Beam4"WL Weight Price'
XL13 133" 2% 15%" 29%" 564 $675
XL 14 143" 32" 15%" 30 60# $700
XL15 154" 15%" 32" 654 $725

'‘Add freight to price/subject to change

XL12, XL13, XL15 also available at: Westem Canoeing
Box 115, Abbeisferd. B.C., Canada Y2S 4NS

Phone 16041853.9320




intense negotiations with the
National Park Service as
their river eligibility study
proceeds. It now appears
that the eligibility study will
closely parallel WVRC'’s
recommendations. So far,
so good!

To join WVRC,
please send $20 or more to
WVRC, Box 247, Elkins, WV
26241.

Cheat Basin

Perhaps the
greatest threat to the
fabulous rivers of the Cheat
Basin is the prospect of
flood control dams. (Note:
WVRC is sponsoring seven
Cheat tribs for Wild and
Scenic protection). Conser-
vationists have been
keeping a close watch on
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is known to be
looking at a proposal to build
five humongous dams in the
Basin. Thankfully, in the

summer, the Corps backed
off, stating that it would not
proceed with further dam
studies unless directed to do
so by Congress.
Gauley River

While the Gauley
National Recreation Area
was dedicated in 1989, the
Gauley canyon lands
remained over 99% in
private hands. Road
construction and timbering
were underway or planned
for the Canyon. In late
spring, paddlers and the
Trust for Public Lands
mounted a lobbying effort for
an appropriation of
$2,000,000 from Congress,
enough to acquire about half
the land in the canyon.
Through some fantastic
legislative maneuvering by
Congressman Nick Rahall
(D-WV) and Congressional
staffer Jim Zoia, the money
was appropriated.

Fruitbasket Rivers

Two threats
emerged in West Virginia's
famed "Fruitbasket" region,
the first being a mining
proposal in the headwaters
of the Cranberry and the
North Fork Cherry. Again, it
was Rahall and Zoia to the
rescue. The dynamic duo
pushed a $1,700,000 appro-
priation through to acquire
the threatened tracts.

The second threat
is a hairbrained hydropower
scheme to divert most of the
flow of the far upper Gauley
(upstream of Summersville
Lake) into the Elk River. Led
by American Rivers, Inc.,
paddlers intervened in the
legal proceedings before the
FERC to fight the project.

Lost River

West Virginia's
dubious river project of the
year has to be the dam
boondoggle planned for

CONSERVE

Kinsey Run, an important
tributary of the Lost River. A
local fat cat is attempting to
roll the local populace (which
vigorously opposes the
dam), in order to get the
Federal governmentto fund
a recreationallake on his
lands. Once the lake is built,
he will sell off profitable
parcels. Joined by AWA and
other paddling groups, the
local communities are
challenging the projectin
U.S. District Court.

Finally, a note
about John Denver's
"Country Road," a nice song
about a wild, wonderful
state. The guy did not know
where West Virginia is. Part
of the song talks about the
Blue Ridge Mountains and
Shenandoah River. Perhaps
it's too bad, but both of
those geographical features
are in the state of Virginia.

QUALITY OUTDOOR

EQUIPMENT

Designs by Wilderness Systems, Wick Walker, Richard Fox, Tom McEwan, John Abbenhouse
and Harrie Tieken; all boats vacuum bagged with the best materials available.

Squirt boats

Expedition K-1 & C-1's

| Sea kayaks | | Boating accessories
D Custom helmets

Wildprmipas 5'}'5":'"15- 211 Weoadbine Si.. H.-gh Painl, NG 27260--Deaalars call (919XBR3-T410
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FERC'sdecision on NY's Salmon "absurd"
AWA mounts strong legal appeal

In early January,
AWA made a strong legal
appeal to change the mind
of FERC who has threat-
ened to remove the two old
hydro electric generating
plants on the Salmon River
near Pulaski, New York from
government regulation -
permanently. FERC had
ruled that this heavily
paddled river in the western
Adirondacks was not
navigable - a patently
absurd finding.

If that ruling stands,
the Niagara Mohawk Power
Corporation, owners of the
Bennetts Bridge and
Lighthouse Hill facilities,
would have no limitations
whatsoever placed on their
operations. Neither mini-

mum flows nor episodic
flows for whitewater sports
and rafting would be
required. NIMO could
simply thumb their noses at
paddlers and other user
groups in perpetuity. This
on one of the three or four
most heavily used whitewa-
ter riversin New York!

In its FERC appeal,
ace river lawyer Chuck
McGraw on behalf AWA
complained that FERC
ignored its own earlier well
reasoned and supported
decisions and "paid no heed
to the extensive use of the
Salmon River for recrea-
tional boating."

FERC’s wrong
headed decision was even
more perplexing since its

staff asked for and received
a substantial boating
analysis several months
earlier from AWA regional
coordinator, Jerry Hargrave,
of Rochester. Reportedly,
even the FERC staffer
involved was shocked by the
decision which never
mentioned boating at all.
AWA could not let
this ruling stand. If FERC
was allowed to ignore
paddling and other recrea-
tional boating on a river as a
basis for navigability and
jurisdiction, projects all over
America of the same age
might well be dropped as
jurisdicational. Weak as
FERC is when it comes to
demanding recreational
resource enhancements at

hydro projects, they are
better than nothing at all.
Especially on the Salmon,
where NIMO has for the last
few years switchedto
nightime releases, leaving
paddlers high and dry on
weekends and other popular
paddling periods.

Although FERC will
be making its decision
before this gets to you,
further appeals are likely.
Jerry Hargrave deserves
praise for his Christmastime
sacrifices to gather the
affidavits and information
which served as the founda-
tion for Chuck's papers.

o T T

o~

Paddle with the best.

In fAls modernday age of high
technology, synthetic paddles
have been evolving rapidly.

We have stayed on the leading
edge, continually testing,
upgrading our products, while
miraculously maintaining an
affordable price. Our paddles are
quite light and durable. Both
qualities are attainable whenyou
consider their construction.

Call or write for our catalog.
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A o P e s Route 8, Bax 204

‘5 ML Harriman, TN 37748
615/882-8223
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Wyoming'sClarks Fork |

named Wild

In the closing days
of Congress last fall, 20.5
miles of the Clarks Fork of
the Yellowstonein Wyoming
was designated as a
component of the National
Wild and Scenic River
System. The Clarks Fork
tumbles out of the northeast
corner of the greater Yellow-
stone area through a highly
scenic canyon and some of
North America's wildest
whitewater (see related ar-
ticle on Nov/Dec. 90).

The Federal desig-
nation protects the river from
just below the Crandell
bridge to the canyon mouth
just above the Shoshone
National Forest boundary.

and Scenic

[~ This ends a decade-long
struggle that got hung up for
several years over water
rights and flow quantification
issues. These were
resolved in the final days of
last year's Congress, and
the bill designating the river
was signed into law in
November.

This accomplish-
ment is evidence that
extensive and persistent
citizen activities (including
efforts by AWA members)
can change the course of
events in a very conserva-
tive political environment
with seemingly intractable
preservation versus devel-
opment issues.
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normal runoff recorded from Oct

in California has been negligible.

CALIFORNIA WATER CONDITIONS

T his map of the state's 10 water re%ions shows the percentage of
, 1990, to Feb 1, 1991. The
Colorado River section m part of a multi-state basin, and runoff this year

SOURCE State Department of Water Resources
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Bodyboar dingfor whitewater minimalism

Whitewater minimalists get
ready. The whitewater boogie board is
here.

Actually, the use of a boogie
board in whitewateris not an entirely new
idea. Boogie boards have previously
been used as a tool in river rescue.
Typically, the rescuer, whoisriggedupin
a thick wetsuit and flippers, jumps on a
board and kicks through the water, hole-
hopping and eddy-catching his way across
current to a victim--then providing a piggy-
back ride back to safety.

And a form of the boogie board
has been used on European rivers as a
recreational craft. French whitewater
enthusiastshave used a board equipped
with handle bars and plexi-glass spray
shield to navigate surprisingly difficult
rivers.

So it comes as little surprise
that a pair of American whitewater inno-
vators have introducedtheir own design-
-a whitewater boogie board they hope
will spark the river sport of the future.

Bob Carlson and Jim Cassady
have longplayedarecognized part of the
American whitewater industry. Carlson
is best known as the designer of the
"Carlson pump"--anefficient barrel pump
for inflating rafts while Cassady has helped
produce several raft designs and oper-
ated Pacific River Supply.

Together they perfected the
Carlson river bodyboard.

Essentially, the bodyboardis an
ethafoam board approximately two feet
wide, four feet long and four inches thick
with over twice the flotation of an ocean
boogie board so it floats high in aerated
whitewater. A boarder "rides" the craft
by lying flat on his belly holding on to its
double handles. His hips fit into a scal-
lopedrecessandhisflipperedfeet dangle
off the end to provide propulsion. Two
models of the board are being produced:
a full-sized board and a smaller, high-
performance model.

Although the boards are de-
signed to float high on the water (and
thereby protect the rider from submerged
rocks), body armor is a requirement of
the sport. A full wet-suit, helmet, shin
guards, knee pads, elbow pads and flip-
pers are standard accessories.

Like low-volume squirt boats,
bodyboards are particularly adept at surfing

waves. However, a boarder is totally
immersed in the water and the feeling of
surfing a wave with the water rushing
past just inches from your face is an
exhilarating one.

Carlson and Cassady do more
with their boards than just play--they
have loggedsuccessfuldescentsof Cali-
fornia's Tuolumne and Cal Salmon and
hope to soon add a run down the Grand
Canyon.

Additionalinformationconcern-
ing the products can be obtained from
Pacific River Supply, 3675 San Pablo
Dam Rd., El Sobrante, CA 94803.

-
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AWA members
provide record
contributions

AWA members came through
in a big way last year, donating over
$15,700 to our conservation coffers. These
gifts, when added to the $14,500 netted
by the 1990 Gauley Festival, go a long
way towards protecting America's white-
water resources.

We don't like to waste graaously
donated conservation dollars on numer-
ous fundraising efforts throughout the
course of the year. Accordingly, AWA
has chosen to limit appeals to one spe-
cificyear-end driveand a gentlereminder
about the Whitewater Defense Project
on membership renewal forms. Both of
these methods worked very well for us
during 1990, as members kicked in $7,700
toward the Whitewater Defense Project
and an additional $8,100 for the West
Virginia Rivers Coalition. Bravo!

Mac Thornton reports that a
portion of the money recently raised for
AWA's WVRC has been used to pur-
chase much-needed computer equipment.
It's good to know that we've been so
instrumental in getting WVRC up and
running. WDP dollars, however, are spread
more thinly because they are used to
supplement AWA conservation efforts
throughout the United States. In this way



your WP gifts snabla AWA Direclors
and Regional Coordinalors o directly
banedit your favorite kocal rivers.

AWA thanks its contributing
membens for such & strong showing during
1950 and encouragas you bo keap up tha

S$100 or more
Barry Robinson
Harbara Rodtior
James Large, NI
Govdon T.E. Taylor
Parcapbion, Ine,
Dawid Ceshing
Birmirgham Canoe Club
Bruce Kitnay
Danniz O'Driscol
Bob Card
James [, Allen
Waler Chfstia
Chara Walbrdge
Gionia Forrel
Ed Gartlor
Stuawt Davidson
Tom Tremblay
Patar Sholandar
Hat Claver
Gearps Flian, I
Wiliam Bishop

good work Every litle bil goos a lang
wiay toward halping AW do whal il doos
st heaping your whilrwalar at its wild-
estl We'd like o indude al ihis time a
spadal acknowlsdgement of majos 15950

donars:
$250 or more
Dravid Joyce
HACKS,
Wiking Canos Club
Sigvra Club, River Towing Section
Greater Baltimore Canoe Glub
Kayak and Canoe Club of Now Yok
Thrae Rivers Padaling Club
OFf more
Mac Thornfon
Joal Fresdman'Garden Howme Fund
Bluegrass Wildwator Association

Valdez Mouritaky Club
Geargia Paddling Association
Talado Rver Gang
Mesrirmack Valey Paddiors
ACA, Dixhe [Nvision
Triad Rivar Runnors
Carafing Cance Ol
Eazi Tannassas Whilewalsr Club
Hayak and Cance Club of Boston
Beariooth Paddlors

Not because you want to be different...

Because youwantto be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboals
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models

Cavor Conrany, v,
PO Box 1500, Hamimon T 37748

(615) B82-0404
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Perception names
Wendy Wilson as

award winner

Bill Masters, CED of Percap-
tion, |ng, announced the seleciion of
Wondy Wilson of Bolse, |daho as the
tenth reciplent of the company’s Rher
Conservationdst of the Year Awerd and
tha first women o ba recognized for
anvironmanial activism under this pro-
gram, The £1,000 award is ghven annu-
ally ns a sfipend 1o swpporl individual
initiathve in tha fight to presanse Amer-
ica's frea-flowing rivers,

This yeasr's award recognizes
Ms. Wikzon's unceaszing eifons to counlar
tha opposition of political, mary and
special inlorest developmant groups 1o
win passage of |daho's first State Pro-
tected Rivers Program; galning protec
tion for BT river miles on the Middle and
Morth forks of the Bolse, te Priast, the
Payatie and tha Middla Snake Rivers
and praventing the B-considered flood-
ing of & 60 scres of public and privale
land in the scenic Rownd Valay,

Wilson has served as the
sparkplug in crganizing effective grass.
roods organization in |daho, She also
sarvies B an AWA Reghonal Coordinabor
and is the third recipient of the prostig-
ious award assocated with the AWA
Cereciors Peler Skinner and Pope Bar-
row weane prévious honorees

Capping a decads of linancial
sUpROIt and recognilion lof grass fools
consanvation offorts through the River
Conseanationisi of tha Year program,
Parcepticn Inc."s locus on envircamental
concams |2 a nalural extension of e
company's role as one of the world's
lending deskgners and bullders of whife-
winlar and bouring kKayaks.

“Tha River Consarvalionisd al
the Year Award” underscores the come.
pany's commitmant o improve yearly in
fulfilling the role of responsible corporate
citizen and snwironmental advocate ®
Maziors noted.

To confact Wendy regarding
Idahio river izswes of 1o valunbesd Sorv-
bcas, write Wandy Wilson, PO Box 633,
Bolse, D B304,
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AWA takeslead In organizing
national whitewater rodeo cir cuit

Ifyou are making paddlingplans |
for h e spring and summer, consider going |

where the action is - one of the many
whitewater rodeos planned nationally for
this year! If you have attended or partici-
pated in any of these events, you know

that the only r_eq_uir_e_me_r_lt _is enthusiasm_._ |

Last summar, tho organizers of
e envenis listied (balow) lormeea ROYH

- the National Organization of Whitewa- |

ter Rodeos. The purpose of the organiza-
tion is to enhance the quality of the indi-
vidual events by working togetherto plan,

promote and run them more efficiently |

and effectively. We also hope that by
further promoting whitewater awareness,

the need for river protection becomes as |

important as our temporal enjoyment!
Initially supported by AWA and

New Wave Kayak Products, NOWR is -|

working towards:

eguidelines/tips for organizers on event
planning

*standardized guidelines for scoring/
judging surface and squirt

boat freestyle contests

*joint insurance coverage which s flexible
and cost effective

*publicity of the group of events, to
supplement the individual

organization efforts

*solicitation of manufacturer sponsorship,
on behalf of the event group

NOWR has received strong
support from the paddling industry, with
early commitment from companies like
Patagonia,Dagger, New Wave, Kokatat,
Wildwater Designs, Menasha Ridge Press,
P D Designs, Lochsa Connection, and
Canoe Magazine to supportthe concept.

AWA looks forward to having all
of the leaders in the paddling world join
us in promoting skilled whitewater play.

Infuture issueswe willreporton
our progress, and the results of event
competition around the states.

If you have any questions or
comments or would like to help, contact
Risa Shimoda Callaway at (704) 483-
2758.

6/29-30 Animas River Days
6/29-30 Gallatin Whitewater Festival

7/6-7  Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo
7/6-7  Payette Whitewater Roundup
7/6-7  Colorado Cup

8/31-  Bigfoot Whitewater Rodeo
9N

9/2 Tulsa "Dustbow!" WW Rodeo
9/7-8  American River Festival

Date Event

4/20-21 Northern Idaho WW Festival
4127 New River Kayak Rodeo

5/4-5 Bob's Hole Rodeo

5/18-19 S-Turn Rodeo

6/1-2  Blackfoot Whitewater Weekend

1991 NOWR Schedule

Contact

Mike Beiser
Bill Sgrinia
CindyScherrer
Mike Sloan
Joel Meier
Nancy Wiley
Ric Roche
DianaHolloran
Grant Amaral
Doug Ragan
Wayne Marks

Randy Jackson
Susan Debret

Phone

208-885-6810
702-387-6172
503-668-3121
703-528-1900
406-243-6459
303-259-3893
406-587-5913
615-338-4366
208-462-3639
719-395-2421
916-496-3413

918-834-8622
916 626-3435

World's largest raft race on Lehigh

Since 1977, thousands of mem= |

reational boaters have flocked to the
Lehigh River, in Jim Thorpe, Pennsylva-
nia to take part in the American Cancer
Society's "Rafting Against Cancer...The
SeriousSide of Fun." Eachyear the race
is organized and conducted by an expe-
rienced arsenal of volunteers...all fer-
ventlydedicatedto the Carbon-Tamaqua

1&

arit of the American Cancer Society,
This knock-out combination of
having a good time and donating to a
worthy cause has made thisrace popular
with not only local residents but with
people across the country. So popular,
infact, that the race's organizingcommit-
tee has discoveredthatthisis the largest
raft race of its kind anywhere! The or-



ganizing committee is currently seeking-

to have the race listed in the Guiness
Book of World Records as the largest
whitewater raft race in the world.
Based on the overwhelming
success of this one day recreationevent,
the race is being expanded to include a
second day of professional level compe-
tition. On Saturday, July 9, professionals
can compete in a 16-mile downriver raft
race (opento both rafts and canoes) and
a challenging 25 gate slalom (open to

BRIEFS

“both canoes and kayaks). Cash and

prizes will be awarded. Entry fees are
$20 per person.

Registration forms can be ob-
tained by contacting the Carbon-Tamaqua
unit of the American Cancer Society, 33
West Ridge Street, Lansford, PA 18232
or by calling (717)645-2161.

Located midway between
Wilkes-Barre and Allentown in eastern
Pennsylvania, the Lehigh Gorge is a
particularly scenic class Il/llI run.

GORILLA

PADDLING HHE NARROWS OF llE GW EN

A TUREY MHELS PO TR

*GORILLA® is wn_adrenaline charged film which documents the
runmng of Nanh Carolina’s Green River Gorge Thii potentially

—— 1~ fatal section of whitewater calied “The Narrows® was until recently

W H lTE th ER thought 10 be unrunnable

EQUIPMENT CATALOG
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Potomac Rodeo set

Follow Forrest and Hiza Callaway, Billi McDonnough, Il Visnius,
David Benner, and others down this ominous journey many considet
foothardy. Discover why these hairboaters find this dangerous nver
50 irresistible.

The Bethesda Center of Excellence
is seeking volunteers to help plan and
staff the Potomic River Rodeo slated for
May 18. The rodeo will feature a squirt
boat competition. Volunteers should call
Mike Sloan at (202) 966-5373 or Steve
Elder at (301) 320-2643. T shirt designs
for the even are also being solicited.
Design ideas should be mailed to the
Bethesda Center for Excellence, 6211
Ridge Drive, Bethesda, Maryland 20816.

Terry Shiels’ dramatic point of view pictures let
you expenence vicariously the achievements of these daring few in a
12 1/2 minute film Thal = redefining the realm of possibility in
whitewater sport.

To g1 = VHS of *"GORILLA® Bl 11995 + 13.00 postage and
handling l0:
TERRY SHIELS PRODUCTIONS
9627-H Vinca Circle
Charlotte. NC 28213
704-549-9315

CASCADE OUTFITTERS | E‘ﬂiﬁl@
R

PO Box 209 ¢ Spnngfleld OR 97477
503 (747-2272) R o U CTIlONS
| TollFree Order Line 1-800-223-7238 —

=

SAVE THE RIVERS
RAFFLE

MILLBROOK BOATS is conducting a raffle to help the
AWA in protecting our rivers. Proceeds go to the AWA
RIVER DEFENSE FUND.

~THE PROOF isin THE PERFORMANCE

I1ST PRIZE—-Any 13' or 15' canoe made by
MILLBROOK BOATS. $750 to $850.

2ND PRIZE —-Esoteric squirt stick from FINE LINE
PADDLES. Snyder design. Built by David Gatz. Value
$245.

3RD PRIZE--A two-day canoe or kayak instructional
clinic from the OUTDOOR CENTRE OF NEW ENG-
LAND. Value $200.

ATH PRIZE--A $100 gift certificate from the COUNTRY
CANOEIST good towards merchandise or instruction.
FIVE 5TH PRIZES-A one-year AWA membership.
Value $20.

*Does not include shipping or custom work.

Drawing will be held at the Farmington Slalom on Oct.
20, 1991. You need not be present to win.

WAVE Sports

P.O. Box 5207 e Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477
Write or call for your nearest dealer. (303) 879-4371

RAFFLE TICKETS are $2 each or 3 for $5.
Make checks payable to JOHN KAZIMIERCNK. 49
Lufkin Rd., Weare, NH 03281

e ————————— |
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The Viper decked canoe

The evolution of a custom boat

(Editor's note: The process of
developingthe designofa customboatis
often complicatedandlaborintensive. In
the following article, John Frachella out-
linestheproceduresinvolvedin finalizing
a custom decked canoe of his design--
the Viper. Although Frachella was the
author of last month's "Big Swim" fea-
ture--it shouldbe notedhe was not pad-
dling a Viper at that time.)

By JOHNFRACHELLA

The prototype of the Viper was
fabricated using the hull of an old Cu-
damax (the only part worth salvaging
from an old wreck). | cut 1 3/4" from the
depth of the stern third of the hull and 3/
4" from the depth of the bow third. The
depth of the center third was left uncut to
allow for a deep cockpit with comfort to
accommodatelarger paddlers. The deck
was fashioned to squirt appropriateness

out of pieces from old busted-up boats.
Humblebeginnings. The end pours were
done on the unfinished prototype using a
hot batch of resin that melted a gentle
curved rocker into the whole thing. The
endresultwas ahullthat semi-resembled
that of a Vampire (a respectable surfing
machine, even if it is a kayak).

This prototype was rough, but
we paddledit, refinedit, broke it, repaired
it, re-refinedit, paddled it some more. . .
for a full season. When we were satis-
fied, a plug was made with diligent addi-
tions and subtractionsof resin, body putty
and hours and hours of wet sanding.

The final plug and mold is full
volume but with a sharp chine in the bow
and in the stern for easy squirts. The
lengthis 11'6" and the width is a stable
28" (just like the good 'ole Cuda). Out of
the mold, we've made full volume Vipers
plus 1/2", 1" and 1 1/4" chops. Very
basically, the heavier the paddler, the

larger the boat and the lighter the pad-
dler, the smallerthe boat. Custom chops
are suggested.

So, how does the Viper per-
form? Well, the hull speed is somewhat
decreased over that of the original Cuda
due to the decreased length and the in-
creasedrocker. But it's not a dog by any
means. The more time you spend in the
boat, the more you learn to use the
sharpness of the chine to your up and
downstream advantage. Even novice
and beginner-intermediate C-1 paddlers
begin to pick this up right away.

In surfing, the Viper excels. It
surfs far better than any C-1 I've ever
beenin. It simply doesn't pearl due to the
extra bow rocker and the boat's short-
ness. The widest part of the hull is just
behind your hips. This, and the sharp
stern chine keep the stern implanted
deepin awave face with the hull horizon-
tal, bow out of the face. Atthetroughyou

Coe

Lehigh River U

WHITEWATER
CANOE & KAYAK PADDLES

with proven
e performance you demand
e durability you want
¢ value that makes $ sense
Call or write for information & outfitters in your area:
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA 16875

~— NORSE pasoe coveany
\'4

(1 Located directly across from the private boater take-out on the
Quality outdoor equipment & clothing at value prices

Perception/Mad River Canoe/Wave Sport/C . K.S./ [
= Stohiquist/Extrasport/Body Glove/Teva/Sidewinder/Silver ;
i Creek/The North Face/Cannondale/

BLUE MOUNTAIN

814-422-8844

New Balance/Rossignol

SPORTS & WEAR

34 SUSQUEHANNA ST. » JIM THORPE, PA 18229

EDIDN'TSETOUT TO
create the ultimate kdvak i
It ju=1 happened Originatly our
intent_war to create the ultimate
. Kaiaking =i
something we did Tt for fun S much fun. m Fach
we now offer the B8 insiructional program avail-
able Fiervifing m first W
Our physical plant mmmsms of 40 acres completely
surrounded hv wilderness Private ponds B instruc-
von, privaic beaches and % Bl a mile of private nver
front om the emerald green Cahifornia Salmon Rever
are all located om the property
Our msmmesens are well-known EEpEEE ~ur cquip-
mem ihe B fexclusively hv Percepuion) and our
lodge boast5 mmmmmmmms mmEmmEs (ncluding a spa-
cious hot tub and Sauna and private decks Ol of
each rmevm Our teaching technique siresses Sl
the proper stroke and an easy-to-learn “roli”
formula
We are dedicated to making ifiis one of lill great
vacavon expenences B vour hfe TOTOF brochure
available Personal mme claws [FEEIEE /nrer
mediate, Advanced

()ITER BAR LODGE

FORKS OF SALMON, CALIFORNIA 96031
(916) 462-4772







BRIEFS

can easily lift and redirect the front half of
the boat using a strong back lean to
prevent the deck from loading. In this
position, the chine acts like the rail of a
surfboard in directing slices across the
wave face in either direction at the top,
mid-face, or in the trough.

The big water stability of the
Viper is incredible. It's predictable, not
squirrely like other squirt C-1’s (Aerobat,
Acrobat and Edge). It won't automati-
cally stern squirt going downstream into
big holes, nonetheless, if you want to
squirt downstream into holes, the move
canbe executed with stability and control
because the Viper is so wide.

Squirting in the Viper can be
very easy. I'd suggest studying Jim
Snyder's The Squirt Book (A Manual of
Squirt Kayaking Techniques). In squirt-
ing, kayak and C-1 hip/boat angles are
the same. C-l'ers need only transpose
paddle moves from a double to a single
bladed coordinate system. If you get a
chance to take a squirt clinic from the
likes of Jim or Jeff Snyder, do it. They
helped me a lot in designing the Viper
and eventually in squirting it.

-

v

CUSTOM BUILT THE
WAY YOU WANT THEM!

GUARANTEED.

THE CHOICE CF

P.O. BOX 8 e OHIOPYLE, PA e 15470
PHONE: 4 12-329-5952
BOB "NEEDLE" DANIELS & NANCY COLBERT

CUSTOM MADE PADDLING SUITS!

NEW!

. HER

IGHT SKIRT

Actually, the Viper performs a
simple stern squirt so easily that it's almost
obscene. If you get anywhere near a
squeeze in strong current and if you lean
upstream, the boat goes vertical and
over backwards, unless you activate a
spin to stabilize the thrust. Upstream
Mush Moves and Wave Moves and
downstream Rocket Moves in big or small
water are a cinch to learn. Bow squirts
are more difficult, a stronger current and/
or pourovers are helpful. | could have
designed the bow with lower volume to
make bow squirts automatic, but, in my
opinion, that sacrifices a C-1's big water
stability too much. Uncontrollable bow
squirts with a single bladein a big rapidis
a bit unnerving not to mention the poten-
tial for bow pinning. | hate that, so | left
the bow volume full.

The Viper blasts pretty well but
it must be a fairly steep pourover. Small
pourovers won't allow the stern to pull
down far enough (high cockpit volume
being the limiting factor here). Narrower
boats with lower cockpit volumes blast
better (but they also have the nasty habit
of cartwheeling uncontrollablyin big rap-

S SPR

ids).

I've paddled the Viper all over
the Northeast: New England, Quebec,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia.
C-l'ers of various ability levels have
paddled Vipers and the feedback can be
condensedinto one word —FUN.

I brought a Viper to Quebec
with me last summer when | ran the
Tewkesbury Section of the Jacques Car-
tier River with some top Canadian pad-
dlers. No one was surfing the waves |
was surfing unless they were in my boat.

We donated a Viper to the Gauley
Festival Auction this fall and it attracted
considerable attention during the bid-
ding. We just got a call from the winner
of the auction and he wants to order
another Viper because his friends keep
borrowing his. Folks that saw it in action
on the New and on the Gauley were
impressed and we picked up a lot of new
orders.

Even Nolan Whitesell said he
wanted to try one because it "looked like
such a fun boat" . . . we may have an
open boat convert there.

AYS




What? Again?

Zbel triumphs
at U. Yough race

By JOE GREINER

Roger Zbel won the tenth annual
Upper Yough Downriver Race for the
ninth time on August 30. The river level
was about 2.1 on the Sang Run bridge
and Roger's time of 27:14 was quite fast.

Brian Homberg edged Jeff
Snyder for second place by ten seconds
but they were both about two full minutes
behind Roger's time. This marked the
first time in the history of the event that
Roger and Jeff didn't finish one-two or
two-one. All three boaters used a down-
river boat.

Andy Bridge, also in a downriver
boat, won the C-1 class in a time of
31:31. Alsoin C-1, Billy Hearn and Dean
Tomko finished about three minutes behind
Andy. They were separated by only two
seconds with the edge going to Billy.

Kara Ruppel won the women's K-
1 in a time of 34:22. This was not fast
enough however to prevent her from
being beaten by Atilla Szylagyi in an
inflatable kayak. Atillafinished in 34:77
to take top honors in the three-duck field.

Paul Joffrion became the second
open boater to run the race but his time
was far off the mark of 45 minutes that
Jesse Whittemore set in 1988.

There were 59 boats entered this
year and 50 of them finished in under 40
minutes over the five mile race course.
Unlike last year when the water was
higher and three boats did not finish, all
the boaters passed the finish line this
year.

The party was held at the local
watering hole. The top three in each
class got an award. Kara was a good
sport when she went up to get her prize
and was showered with duck calls in
"honor" of her five second loss to Atilla
and his "super-duck".

For 1991, the race should be the
last Thursdayin August. There were four
classes raced in 1990. Where are the
open boaters for 1991?

1969 - 1989

Kayaking Excitement

20 Yearsof&Canoei ng

CANOES

WHITEWATER KAYAKS

Plus a complete accessory line

OCEAN KAYAKS

SEDA is the one with experience!
Writeor call for free catalog
SEDA PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 997
Chula Vista, CA, 92012
Tel: 619/425-3223

il |
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Men K-1

1. Roger Zbel 27:14
2. Brian Homberg 29:08
3. Jeff Snyder 29:18
4. Marty McCormick 30:36
5. Phil Coleman 31:16
6. John Weld 32:38
7. Bob Vernon 32:45
8. Chris Huffman 33:08
9. Rick Gusic 33:14
10. Dave Bassage 33:21
Men C-1

1. Andy Bridge 31:31
2. Billy Hearn 34:42
3. Dean Tomko 34:44
Women K-1

1. Kara Ruppel 34:22
2. Chara QO’Brien 36:27
3. Karen Koehnlein 38:53
Ducks

1. Atilla Szylagyi 34:17
2. Jake Nill 43:11
3. Tim Greene 47:06
C-1-OPEN

1. Paul Joffrion longtime

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

HEW and GAULEY CORGES

—rrmom

T,. —_

\ i y

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS. INC

On U.S.'Route 60, 7z Mile
East of U.S. 19 Intersection

1-800-950-2585
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DI SCOUNT PRI CES
W LDERNESS SYSTEM-SIDEWINDEK-BERMUDES-CRICKET

M TCHELL- DURABLE DESI GN- TI GHT SKI RTS-
ALLAGASR CANOES- PD DESIGN-HEY, SPORT CARDS

MOUNTAI N MEDI Cl NE AND MORE

£315)652 83
—-CALL OR WRITE F(IR FREE CATALOG

; P.0.BOX 2694/352 CAMECO CI RCLE
Get some "“AlIR" time NEW -

this summer

Adventure Quest offers whitewater kayak,
deckedor open canoe programsfor kids and
teens, ages 7-17, ranging from beginner

The Prijon line of kayaks are blowmolded
from HTP-the finestHigh Molecular Weight
Polyethylene. Its stillness and durability to-
gether with our true Keyhole cockpits and

through expert. Other programs include -— v collision plate footbraces set a
Mountain Biking, Trekking, Rock Climbin . standard forsafety e
or Caving. Private lessons for all ages, The Finest Kayaks Around the World  and comien Y

ADVENTURE QUEST--Leaders in White-
water and Wilderness Adenture programs
for Kids, Teens and Families. Call or write
forfree catalog/references: (802) 484-3939.

T-Canyon

Adventure Quest

-"\
£)p.o. box 184 .‘/' " Predictable and responsive,
@ £D / woodstock, vt 05091 = =2 ) the T-Canygy offers optimum
(WY o safety and perfornance for everyone

from steep creek boaters to beginners.
Ajoy to paddle on any adventure.

“TFe HOT playboat for the new
“decade is awailalle in eiffiar Tight
cr extreme configurations. Unmatched
for surfing, yet very comfortable on the
adge. Simply the best playboatthereis.

' LEARN-TOKAYAK

WEEK

A week of kayak instruction in aresort
vacation atmosphere could be just the
break youneed. Active and fun-filled,
our quality 5-day program emphasizes
learning at ones own pace while
having a great time!
Adultbeginner and intermediate
coursesinclude kayak, paddling gear, |
5-day meal program, camping,
recreational facilities, instruction and
river shuttles.
Season: Mon-Fri; June-August
Cost: $389 (#335 US)
__Couples Rate: 359 (309 US)

Wildanes
Tours |

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario KQJ1C0 1

|
Topolino-Duo
The worlds first whitewater K2
playboat. It surfs and rolls like a single.
Great for expert teams, Couples and guiding
novices. You can fall in love with a Topo-Duo.

For inlormation on these boats and the rest'
o the Prijon line, call or write: (303) 444-2336
ildwasser Sport USA, Inc. P.O. Box 4617, Boulder, CO 80306

¥
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SAFETY

Low-head rescue technique

Developed and written by
WAYNE SUNDMACHER

Inthepastfewyears, therehave
been anumber d drownings d experi-
enced paddlersinlow head dams. While
some d these man-made drops are
unquestionablyrunnable, most aremore
dangerousthan they look. In areaswith
little available whitewater, the excite-
ment o challenging these drowning
machinescan overcomea paddler's good
sense. Although | run drops like this
from timeto time, it is alwayswith the
utmost respect.

Judgingthe safetyd thesedrops
requires considerable experience. The
difficultyd rescuingapaddler caughtin
ahydraulicsmust alwaysbeconsidered.
Hydraulics are dangerous not only be-
caused their power, but alsobecause o
their width. In many cases, paddiers
witnessing a dam-related drowning are
unableto reach thevictim becaused the
distancesinvolved..

Unfortunately, few paddlersare
trained for dam rescue. And most tech-
nigues used by rescue squads are too
equipment and manpower intensive to
be used by recreational paddlers. Any
method whichcanbedeployed usingthe
equipment available to recreational
paddling groupscan possibly savelives.
For this reason, | offer the following
technique to add to those you may al-
ready befamiliar with.

| came across thisidea several
yearsago while caught in arather pos-
sessivehydraulic. | hungontotheend o
my boat and wasferried smoothly to the
edged theholeand safety. Thedynam-
icsat work on my kayak, although purely
accidentd, stuck in my mind. Later, while
participating in ariver rescuecoursein
Ohio, | began to wonder if thiscould be
the basis of a technique for paddlers,
similar tothefirehoserescueused byfire
departments. Of course, paddlers don't
carry fire hoses which can be inflated
intoarigidfloatingdevicetoextendinto
thehydraulic to thevictim. But perhaps
akayak could somehow substitute.

Remembering how | had moved
across the face d the hydraulic, while
hanging on to one end o a kayak, |
decided to try to harnesstheseforcesto
carry aline to avictim. Thelineis at-

s UNMANNED KAYAK WITH_A RESCLE ROPE: @ = vicTiM
N ATTACHED B8 THE BOW.
1 N
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I THE KAYAK FILLS WITH WATER AFTER ENTERING THE ROIL.

% SLIGHT TENSION ON THE ROFE MAINTAINS fHE FCRRY ANGLE
% WHCH ENABLES THE FUAT Ml CARVE ACROUSS THE FACE OF
y THE HYDRAULIC.
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WATER (BOAT CONTAINS BOW

| AND STERN AR BAGS).
=L
Fig.

- T

3 — Carves across race.

tached tothebow o thekayak, whichis
fully outfitted with flotation. When a
kayak is caught in a hole the bow fills
with water, becoming heavier and less
buoyant than the stern. This weight
imbal ancecreatesaferryingaction, simi-
lar to that used to move back and forth
across the face o a hole while hand
surfing, or to carve across the faced a
holewhen blastingasquirt boat. Several
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SAFETY

throw linestied together serve asalong
control rope, allowingthekayak tocarry
them hundreds o feetacrossahydraulic
toavictim.

Once the basic procedure was
worked out and testedin one hydraulic,
| enlisted Charlie Walbridge to help
evaluatetheusefulnessd thistechnique.
The ferrying effect is most pronounced
inwide, completely regular hydraulics,
inwhich theswamped kayak moveswith
incredible speed. The major problems
occurred when the boat encountered
breaksin thehydraulic wherethecurrent
washesthrough, which carried the kayak
out d theholeand downstream. Weal so
had problemswhen the kayak hung up

on shallow obstructionsin the backwash, -
and debrisin the hydraulic. Bresksand -

shallow obstructionsarelesscommonin
strong hydraulics, where this technique
is most effective and most likely to be
needed. Debrisinthehydraulic will bea
problemwith any rescuetechnique.
This technique will easily pull
two or more 70 lengths of rescue rope
acrossthefaced ahydraulic, depending
on theforced thehole. The pull d the

current on theline becomesstronger as |
thedistancesincrease; I'm not surewhat
the maximum controllablereachisyet.
Wetestedthetechniqueinfour
low head dams, d differentdesigns. While
not suitable for al rescues, in a large

tewater
@w Pk ﬂ“Inc.

engers

majority d situationsit will work quite
well. It can be used in some instances
where logistics prohibit other rescue
techniques, and in other instances may
be a better option dueto the speed with
whichit can be deployed. Aswith any of

Kayaking

LEARN NEW SKILLS
| MPROVE QLD SKILLS

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists d two-day

-

WANT TOBE A RAFT QU DE?
Call our River Guide Hotline (717) 443-9728

basic or intermediate clinics. ACA certified =
instructors, classroom sessions, whitewater -~
movies, equipment, sTiuiiles, wel s
overnight camping, and plenty T
river fun are all included! . _;_er" e _
CALL USTCDAY! & Jﬁ'ﬁ:’ E
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AWA Close Calls
and Paddling Attitudes Surveys

An introduction

AWA is currently assessing the safety needs of the whitewater boating community. The
informaton gained from this study will be used to establish safety programs and priorities for
the 1990s. As part of this study, the Safety Committee is presently looking for answers to two
key questions: 1) where are the most risks encountered and why? and 2) what are the pres-
ent safety practices and attitudes among paddlers.

To answer the first question, AWA prepared and distributed the Close Calls and Seri-
ous Injuries Survey. Members and affiliated clubs were sent copies of this survey in early
January and are presently sending in some very useful information. The information that we
get will be analysed by several of us including David Wallace, a researcher and paddler who
spends his other life doing this sort of analysis for the CDC in Atlanta. We thank David for
stepping forward to join us in this critical task.

As of this writing, we are encouraged by the quality of responses that we have re-
ceived, but are a long way from having enough information to show us the whole picture.
Among those who responded to this appeal are some of the best known and most accom-
plished paddlers in the sport today. At the same time, however, we are receiving equally
valuable information from paddlers of other skill levels, covering rivers in all regions of the
country. We thank you for the information and hope that those who have not sent in their
surveys will do so soon. We will need many more responses before we will be able to see
signficanttrends. If you haven't received a copy of the form or have misplaced it, we have in-
cluded a copy on the back side of this page.

To answer the second question, (what are the present safety practices and attitudes
among paddlers) we find that we must ask you for some additional help. We all have our own
ideas about what safety gear to carry and when and how to practice safety on the river. To
understand the safety situation nationwide better, however, we need to aggregate everyone's
views on this important subject. To formulate an effective safety program, AWA needs to learn
how these ideas affect your equipment choices and practices.

We ask that every one of you, no matter how radical or conservative a paddler you
consider yourself, set aside the couple of minutes it takes to fill out the questionaire on the
next pages. Please, tell us what you actually practice - not what you think you should practice.
Your responses to this survey will be completely anonymous so that you can be free to re-
spond accurately.

We hope that the answers to the two questions will be found in our analyses of your
responses to these two appeals. These answers will guide AWA safety programs into the
1990s which we hope will be much safer and more challenging decade.

Thank you for your support and don't forget to mail them promptly. We would appreci-
ate a response from you before May of 1991.

Thanks,

AWA Safety Committee
Lee Belknap

Peter Skinner

Charlie Walbridge



safety of whitewater boaters. Pleasebe brutally honest - don’t answer what you think you should be answering. We want to know

Dear Paddler, Your opinions about safety can give AWA some guidance about where additional efforts are needed to help assurethe ‘E
8

what is aciually bedng practiced. Thank you lor your Suppet in this endaavor,

TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT: WHITEWATER BOAT TYPE:
Kayak | Open Canoe | Decked Canoa] Raft Funyak
Mumber of years you've paddied:
You own how many of which boats:
Your skill level for each is? (Class I-VI)
Professional courses taken, skill lavel?*
e * Course level codes: - B:-Beginner |- Intermediate —A:-Advanced — E: Expert
When you first learned to paddle whitewater, did you leam...
With a club?.........covees Ry e g R R R L R ey A Yoo B: No
O YOUr OWNT,.cooereernnesinenss e R s I T T B: Mo
Hnwmumrwﬂﬂmudhmﬂdﬂﬁhuﬂuﬁﬂnh? .................................... weeees A YO8 B: Mo
Have you aver participated in commercial safety clinics?.... e R Rl T B: Mo
Have you ever seen any rescue or safety ﬁdanu? A Yas B No
C: Friends D: Adrenalineg
. LEVEL OF MEDICAL STANDARD FIRST AID COURSES WILDERNESS
PREPAREDNESS: FIRST
CPR BEGINNER| INTERMEDIATE | ADVANCED EMT | RESPONDER
11_MEDICAL TRAINING X
12 Apmwox. last axpiration data? ——
%M@EL I | | g It
ITT GENERAL INFORMATION: — _ﬁ
14 Do you stay fit for paddling?ueeussesssssssrsssssassssssssmsmrmamminsimmsrssmsers s A: Yes B: No
115 If SO, NOW?ueenssrnnsrenssrenssensssees |
16 mmmﬂmmnﬁlﬁyuhﬁmhﬂﬂ or are Infured?...........coimieinii. A: Yes B: No
17 Do you have friends who frequently paddie after using alcohol or marijuana?.... w Al Yeos B: Mo
18 Do you maintain & bombprood FolT....... i s e TR B: MNo
19 About how many times in the previous year did you participate in a roll session?............|
20 Have you ever recommended that someone you know reconsider
attemnpting & particular run because of their lack of experience,
equipment, fitness, skills, attentivenass, safety attitude, B167.........c.ovecii . AL Y88 B No
21 Have you ever had a "close call” .or serious injury while padding?.............cccecvrcvvnnieenn. A VoS B: No
22 I 30, have you filled out an AWA Closa Calls Survey form?.... i - . A Yes B: No
(If you haven't, and the accident was recent, pl&nsaprnuwa usurth n lmdad[tummaln
anonymaous) name and address card with ]"I'.'I-Ll' l&sp-unm We will gladly send you a form.)
23 Are you an AWA member?... ek e M B . A Yas B: No
24 If so, how long?... I
25 Are you mafried? PR A S RS e N el T B: Mo
26 Do you have any mlrlci'en? T A1 e v i e S R e i A e AT A YOB B: Mo
27 What is your profession?.... St R
28 What is your 7 J




WIHTEWATER SAFE'I’Y H-HD EQW QUBSTIDHHAEE
Pﬁﬂﬂ | Rt
il MHT AND PREPARATION i : :
Tmﬁs: STEEP BIG EXPLORATORY
TECHNICAL | WATEROR | EVERYDAY = OREXTREME
RUNS HIGH FLOWS RUNS RUNS

- 29 Estim. # of days/yr spentin a KAYAK:

30 Estim. # of days/yr spentin SQUIRT BOAT:
31 Estim. # of days/yr spentin OPEN CANOE:
32 Estim. # of days/yr spentin a C-1:

yr spent in a RAFT:

V. EQUIPMENT PREFERENCES;

A=ALWAYS S=SOMETIMES N=NEVER C=COLD DAYSONLY H=HIGH WATER

| : | |
34 Take apart paddle A 'S N C H !A S N C H !A S N C H !A S N C H
ﬁ Front float bags A'S N C H! A'S N C H! A 'S N C H! A'S N C H
36 Rear float bags A'S N C H : A 'S N C H : A'S N C H: A S N C H
11,37 High float PFD A S N C HIA S N C HIA S N C HIA S N C H
38 Regular float PFD A°'S N C H|A S N C H|A S N C H|{A S N C H
9 Low float PFD A'S N Cc H|[A s N Cc H|A S N C H|A S N C H
40 Rescue harness on PFD A S N C H|A S N C H|/A S N C H|{A S N C H
141 River knife A°'S N C H|{A S N C H|[A S N C H|A S N Cc H
42 Carabineer(s A'S N C H|A S N c H|A S N c H|A S N C H
43 Throw f Hl A H
44 Throwrope (less than 60 feet) A°'S N c H|A s N c H|A s N c H|lA S N C H
45 Short rope or webbing around waist A'S N C H|A S N CcC H|A S N C H|A S N C H
46 Sternline A'S N C H|A S N C H|A S N Cc H|A S N C H
47 Whistle A°S N C H|A S N C H|A S N c H|A S N C H
48 First aid kit A S N C H!A S N C HIA S N C HIA S N C H
49 Matches, firestarter, other survival stuff A°'S N C H|{A S N C H|A S N C H|A S N C H
50 Always wear shoeslbooties A S N C H|A 8 N C H|[A 8 N C H|A 8 N C H
51 Wetsuit A's N C H|[A s N C H|[A s N CcC H|[A s N C H
52 Drysuit A°S N C H|/lA S N C HL A S N C H|A S N Cc H
53 Breakaway deck A°'S N C H|A S N c H|[A s N c H|A s N C H
54 Keyhole (large) cockpit A S N C HJA S N C H|A s N C H|A S N C H
55 Always haveminirnumof 3 paddlers A 'S N C HIA 8 N C H|A S N C HIA S N C H
E-_E Lise the Buddy E:.rs.tﬂm on the mrar A 8 N C H(A B8 N C HIA 8 N C H|{A 8 N C H
VI. PI.-EAEEEETURHBTHEIL 15, I‘:’H}Tfk

AWA SAFETY SURVEY, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

_ Thankyouforyouchelps




] AWA "CLOSE CALLS" AND SERIOUS INJURIES SURVEY E__

Dear Paddler, the data that this survey generateswill be used to better define riversport accident patternsfor the purpose of refocusing
AWA’s Safety Program. As the number of fatalitiesper year continue to mount, we need as much nonfatal data as we can get--from both
experts and novices alike. Pleasebe accuratein your response. If applicable, xerox this form and fill out separately for each experience

you've been involvedin. Your responses will be treated in confidence; no name. will be used in the analysis or publishedin any vay. If you
feelill at ease naming names, please make your reports specific enough so that we don't count the same accident twice. /f you can, please

YOURNAME: MAIL TO:

2 VICTIMS NAME: (e AWA Safety Commities

3_VICTIM'S AGE: P.O. Box 85 1
u OCCURRENCEDATE: Phoenicia,NY 12464

5 RIVER NAME AND SECTION: =

6 COUNTY AND STATE : ]

8 RIVER GAGE READING pummmmmms CFS? FEET? OTHER s

9 APPROXIMATE GAGE LOCATION: ———————
10 RELATIVERIVER FLOW:......ccctumemuunriirirenes A VeryLow B: Low C. Medium D: High E: Flood
11 RIVER DIFFICULTY AT ACCIDENT SITE:.... Al B: 1l C v DV E Vi
12 RESCUE ASSISTANCE REQUIRED............ A None B: Paddlers C. Non-Paddlers
13 EVACUATIONMETHOD:..ccvceceiminnnnenasenns A Paddle Out B: Walk Out C. ComercialRaft D: Priv.Canoe Ride E: Rescu sqad]
14 WAS HOSPITALIZATIONREQUIRED?........ A Yes B: No C:. Not Injured D: Don't Know
15 VICTIM'S BOAT TYPE: .cccimvriiiiirrnnnnininnnnes A Squirt B: raceK-1,C-1 C: Reg. K-1,C-1 D: OpenCanoe E Ratft, Etc;
16 VICTIM'S PEDTYPE:...ciceitiivrniiniccennnnns A: High Float B: NormalFloat C: Low Float (for squirting, €tc...)
17 WASVICTIM CARRYING THROWROPE?... A Yes B: No C. Don't Know
18 RESCUER CARRYING THROWROPE?....... A Yes B: No C: Don't Know
19 WAS VICTIM USING FLOATBAGS?............ A Rear Only B: Front&Rear C: None D: Don't Know
20 WATER TEMPERATURE:.....cccciiiiiiiiiinnnnss A Above55 f B: Cold C. VeryCold D. Almost ice
21 WEATHER CONDITIONS:..c.cevuiiiiiieriirmnninnns A WarmorHot B: AirBelow50f C: Snow On Ground
22 VICTIM'S COLD WATER PROTECTION...... A Wetsuit B: Drysuit C: Pile D: None or N/A |
23 VICTIM'S PRIOR PHYSICAL CONDITION:.. A Very Poor B: Poor C. Average D: Very Good !
24 VICTIM'S SKILL LEVEL:.ccccvoriemusirrennninenens A Low B: Medium C. High D: Unsure ]
25 WHAT WAS THE INJURY? (if any): — - —— — = = — |

ACCIDENT CLASSIFICATION: Please circle all applicable factors that help describe the occurrence:

"Accident Type: Contributing Factors: B13 Low Head Dam
A1 Vertical Pin B1 Inappropriate Boat Type B14 Cold Water
A2 Side Pin (middle) BZ Weather B15 Class V-VI Difficulty
A3 Side Pin (ends) B3 Lack of Health/Fitness B16 Collision with Commercial Raft
A4 Bottom Splat B4 Drugs or Alcohol B17 Collision With Private Boat
A5 Undercut Trap B5 Equipment Choice B18 Inexperience
A6 Other Type of Boat Entrapment B6 Equipment Failure B19 Other:
A7 Recirculation B7 VeryHigh Flow Basic Initiating Factors:
A8 Long Swim B8 Bad Hydraulic C1 Bad Judgement REMEMBER:
A9 Foot Entrapment B9 Unseen Obstacle C2 Lack of Experience PLEASE DESCRIBE
410 Rock Sieve B10 Group Too Small C3 Inattention DETAILSON B
411 Log/Debris Obstacle B11 Group Too Big C4 Act of God SEPARATE SHEET

412 Other: B12 Unsuccessful Rescue C5 Other:




SAFETY

[Tk * :
! r.r RIVERSPORT QUALITY WHITE WATER PRODUCTS'
o —— the other techniques available, | suggest

s ¥ 213 Yough Street _ : ;
LR Confluence. PA 15424 I‘ ErlcaN thisbe practiced to get afed for it.
e : ¥ I.j-' (814)395-5744 | To summarize, the basic tech-

pp— £ mig. . - L
One of the top whitewater schools m the re— A nigueworkslikethis;

country Riversport offersa safe yet Kitchens, iy boses and tab|ee Connect a rescue rope to the
;;W:;g;;gei;[g;ence or first time beginners Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and bow end o amedium t(? high vol ume

Friendly Instructors small classes excellent FishRite aluminum boats & sleds. kayak. Youll needsterndr bagsheldin
equipment and a beautiful riverfront camp (503) 773-5582 securely; removing the bow bags may
arning whiewater sl StUdents are. | 5179C Crater Lake Hwy. increasetheferrying effect. Thestern will
carefully placed in small classes according to I Central Point. OR 97502 actually actasthebow for the purposedt

skill level paddling mterest and age We Call or Write for our thisrescue. Launch theempty boat into
guarantee your satisfaction Ask about our

antee ) 1" Free River Equipment Catalo thehydraulic, either from theshoreor, if
special cimes and group rates 4 ISR | nccessary, from a point downstream o

thevictim. Theboat will fill with water

onceit reachesthefaced thedam.
Oncetheboat hastaken onwater,

the heavy bow end will sit lower and

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS

~-PERCEPTION-HYDRA-PRIJON-HARMONY-MOHA WK - down stream o the stern, which has
-YAKIMA-BODY GLOVE-BERMUDES-HELLY HANSEN- more floatation. This sets up theferry
~-KOKATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT-SEDA- anglewhich can becontrolled by apply-
ingslight tension to therope. Theforce

-DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE- d theferry will overcomeboth theweight
o the rope and the tension applied for

-CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG- control. As amatter d fact, in strong

hydraulicsit takesagreat ded d strength
o to keep theboat from moving acrossthe
= 30940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070 face.

(216) TT9-d545 The “kick” o the hydraulic
should betaken into consideration, too.
If thecurrent tendsto “kick” trapped ob-

== jectsfrom onesideto theother (perhaps
GET READY FOR THE CANOE SEASON caused by theangled thedaminrelation
WITH ADK CANOE GUIDES to the down stream flow) these forces
Pl e should be put to work. A quick look
® Adirondack Canoe Waters - North Flow should tell theexperienced paddier which
More than 700 miles of canoe routes in the St. Lawrence/ sided thedamwill makebest used the
Lake Champlain drainage basins, and more than 30 rivers natural kick.
in the north and central Adirondack Park. Once the boat has reached the
) victim, it can be grabbed and used for
a Adirondack Canoe Waters - South & West Flow flotation. Thevictim can then be pulled
Covering t_he Blacl_< River, Mohawk R_lver, and Upper to safety acrossthefaced thehydraulic
Hudson River basins. A must for whitewater paddlers. to shore, or the rope can be worked
T To order, cdl the Adirondack Mountain Club (518)668-4447 downstream so you can pull thevictim
ALK VISAMASTERCARD ACCEPTED ADK | | through theboil.
L

eSS soars ) (WILDWATER
| 7 DESIGNS

7780 Chamber Hili Rd. Kayaks. Canoes. and Accessories

Harrisburg, PA 17111 flgrr Rc?:pidasl Lake@s,2 ?51%1 4%?85‘2'
Specranzmg m 717-944-6320 ee Catal ogue. 215-646-

Squirt Boats 230 Penllvn Pike. Penllvn. FA 19422
Dealer Inqulries Invited




SAFETY

SHOCK:

By Stanley B. Burbank

Oned the most common mis-
takes afirst aider makesisto treat the
obvious. Nothing gets faster attention
than a good wound with lots o blood.
And if you've just finished a first aid
course on bandaging techniques, you
can'twait totry out afew of your favorite
knots.

What each o usquickly learns
isthat theobviousisn't alwaysthe most
Serious aspect.

Some months ago | was called
to an accident sceneto find the patient
surrounded by people. Asl pulled up, |
noticed the face o the person on the
ground was completely obscured from
all the blood.

A bystander had stopped the
bleeding by placing his mitten on the
wound and applying only light pres-

sure.

A few years earlier it would
have been easy for meto concentrateon
the picturesque, obvious injury to the
facewhich was only asimplelaceration
abovethe nose. Fortunately, experience
and training made me continue my sec-
ondary evaluation toinclude;

ethe spine noirregularitiesfound

*rib cage: difficulty breathing,
brokenribs, laceratedliver

*pevis. abdominal pain, broken
pelvis

* pul se: rapid and weak, shock

Needlesstosay, thispersonwas
in serious condition, not because d the
obvious cut but because d the hidden
internal injuriesand theresultingshock.
Mishandled, or overlooked, the unseen
injuriescould have easily killed her.

Not always an obvious symptom...
but often a serious condition

Shock istheone unseen condi-
tionwhich you should alwaysassumeis
present. No matter what the situation,
alwaystreat for shock.

Shock issmply adepressedstate
d many vital body functions. It is the
result of lossd blood volume, or are-
duced rate o blood flow, or an insuffi-
cient supply o oxygen.

Theseverity d shock isincreased
by changesinbody warmth, pain, rough
handling and transportation and delay
in treatment.

Common causes o shock in-
clude bleeding, vomiting, heart attack,
stroke, perforation o astomach ulcer or
poison.

Signs and symptoms o shock
include:

* restlessnessand anxiety

Surf Dog Productions
Presenta

WHITEWATER DANCER
i
This Video HasIf Alll

A steamy pool scene. Clear
underwater roll and handroll
fMustratlons. Footage of the
1989 Worlds. A whitewater
rodeo. Hot surfing. A Class V
Bull's Bridge raplds thrashing.
Class VI tunes by world famous
flddle master PAPA JOHN
CREECH in hl-fi stereo.

To get your copy, send $19.95
plus $4.00postage & handiing
to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive
Collinsville, CT 06022
203/693-8750

Dealer Inqueries invited
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Copyright Frank J. Perrucclo
1990 50 min.

| (3071) 245-4327

John Diller
Rd #2, Box 210
Swanton, MD 21561

QustomBult Kayaks &

e High tech vacuum-
baggedcanoeandkayaks

e Beautifully hand-
crafted wood paddle

Canoes

e \Whitewater and
flatwater

e Recreational and
racing

Sold direct from manufacturer

® Superbly Hand-Crafted
® Good Balance

® Tough Construction

® Light Weight

® Comfortable Grip

25

CANOE $125
KAYAK $165

h ' So you think a wood paddle
T won't hold u
WELL — TRY A CRICKET!

CRICKET PADDLES |
Michael Jones

BRSNSy

303-670-1149




*rapid pulse which becomes |

weak and thready
*cold, clammy, paleskin
* profuseswesting
*abnormal respirations
edull eyes, dilated pupils

consciousnessassoon asheisputinthe |

shock positionwhichalowscerebra blood
flow toincrease. The patient should rest
before returning to a normal level o
activity.

Anaphylactic shock is an im-

SAFETY

However, you canassist thepatient who
will know exactly what to do. Every
minute counts. The patient will need a
secondinjectionfiveto ten minuteslater
if heor she does notimprovequickly.
The patient should beimmedi-

ethirst mediate, life-threateningalergicresponse, | ately transported to the closest emer-
enausea usually to abeesting, drug or food. gency carefacility and may require oxy-
*weakness Theusual signsand symptoms | gen, or CPR on theway.

*fallingblood pressure include: Remember,inthecase d shock,
*confusion ehives what you can't see can kill you.
Emergency carefor shock should *massiveswellingd thefaceor Seeyou on theriver.

includethefollowing:

tongue

(DMaintain an open airway *wheezing

(2) Control bleeding *nausen AWA sur VeyS

(3) Elevate the lower extremi- *vomiting . .
ties about 12 inches except in cases of ecramps to be d|Str|buted
cardiogenicshock (heart attack) or when sdiarrhea

contradicted dueto breathing problems
(4) Maintain body warmth
(5) Splint fractures
(6)Givenothing toeat or drink
(7)Transport toemergencycare
facility immediately
Special types o shock include
simplefainting and anaphylactic shock.
In fainting the causes are usu-
dly momentary and the patient will regain

These signs can rapidly prog-
ressinto convulsions, comaand death.

The emergency antidote for
anaphylactic shock is Epinephrine by
injection. Most personswith known al-
lergicconditionswill carry akit contain-
ing the necessary pre-loaded syringes
with directionsfor use.

Personsnot properly trained and
licensed cannot legally give injections.

In an effort to quantify condi-
tions leading up to recent whitewater
accidents, the AWA is circulating its
paddlers attitude and close-calls sur-
veys. Copiesd both areincluded in this
magazine.

Paddlers are encouraged to

1" completeandforward thesurveys. Y our

participation is vital if the AWA is to
compileavalid data base.

catalig. the location of your
nearest Fatagonia dealer or
Lereal Pacific Lrom Works store, of
for information on our complete line
of technical clothing, Layering systems

and sportswear, wrile Patagonia®

Makl Order, PO, Box 55900, Ikpr. FrE621,
Bopeman, MT 55715, Or call 1-800-3 %580

.'.r.-!- Wﬂ"‘
J.-"-' r.'-,_-‘#

Whitewater
for the serious paddler

*415 TOURER

370 SLALOM SPORT

370 SLALOM PRO

335 ADVENTURER SPORT
335 ADVENTURER PRO

Challenge your

Draining your pocketbook

For more information,or the dealer nearest
you, call or write:

SVR Enterprise, Inc.
P.O. Box 150
Hummels Wharf, PA 17831
717-374-2618 anytime

Dealer inquiries welcome

_;_??_'___...___

play boats |

“As low as $499 suggested retail

skills without |

|I|Jr.l-,:|'ul.l_|-|“ull wal brasr MR ff ils pre-fax profifa
biv prirary oy aied Aeafesiing o nfandl senfronsmi,

Rsid fohimanly 4, aflam oy squiviong thowagh Ehowile Treel b " L]
Ak Bisbini 89 Fhodor BIEL AURGER. © Peisgania, |ne, PR

signs
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AWA T-Shirts...AWA river hats...Embroidered patches...waterproof decals

Wear your colors

Show yourself as a part of the AWA river
gang. All shirts are high-quality 50/50 cotton
blend while AWA hats are perfect for
concealing those just-off-the-river

hairstyles. Our patches are great for
recycling ripped jeans while waterproof
decals on the bottom of your boat demon-
strates your loyalties as you swim to shore.

— Order your gear here

e

item cost size total
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L.,XL) long sleeve {M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered patches 100
AWA Waterproof Decals 50
Please add 2.50 postage per order for shirts and hats total order

mail check to AWA, P. QBox 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

|
T

Don't be sticky...
Let$15find a hoke in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
river conservation actions. Plus—every
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

—— — R S S R S e R e e m— — — —

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $20 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety.

Name:

Address:

Mail to AWA, P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464




Adobs Whitewater Club
PO Box S26

Albuguegye, MW 87103
Bllegheny Cnnoes Club
cfo Wiall Pilawaki

TEE W, Sprng 5L
Titwwwlle, PA 16534
AMC CL Bl Chap.

o Bill Cushwa

Bl Shier 5.

South Hadley, WA 0107S
AMC Delaware Valley
oo Eric Paviak

Apt 3211 Hathedd Vilage
Hatliald, P& 15440

AMC Goneeee Valley
cio Sooft Trude

J5E5 Morth Creak Hd
Palmyra, WY 14522
Ameritan Swan
Amsn.

clo Glea F, Cirasn
312 Dol Awenue
Wanpnah, NJ 0090
Anticch Kayak Club

o Harl Mahdas

PE Dept. Anticch Colloge
Yollow Springa, 08 45387
Aghvills YMCA Kayak
Cluils

cio Chasles Hings

Baat

Saciely

535 M. Lovers Ln Rd.
Milwaukse, W1 53225
Bacr's River Workshop
ART 138 Arcadia Rd

Hope Valey, R1 02832
Beartoaih Paddlera

cio Fon Lodders

PO Bex F0432

Bellings, MT 53104

Blue Ridge River Fun-
nErs

cia Travis Owerstreat, Sr,
PO Box 5

Monroe, Vi 24574
Bluegrass WW Assos,
PO Box 42901

Lexingbon, K'Y 40544

Bost Busiers Anony-
maus

2001 Hemingway Ave.

SL Pal MM 55118
Calilarmia Kayak Friends |
14258 Cubver Or,
BAED

Irving, CA §2714
Canoe Club of Harris- |
burg

cfo 'Walt Stiogor

ZT4T N, dth 51

Harriskung, P& 17110
Caroling Canoce Club

PO Bou 13932

Raleigh, BC 27805
Champalgn Camasing

cio Keech T, Locisr
Braytan Park

Oissining, WY 10882

Cal, I Whitewater Club
200 Willow Sirest
Pakin, IL 51554

ChickensRit
Dausckers

& Mark F e n
T3 Arkansas 51
Sam Franciseg, CA 84107
Coastal Cance sl

P Box SEE

Rachimand. WA 23204
Colerado Rooky ML
School

ofo Bob Campiall

1dEd Rd. 106
Carbordale, CO 81623
Colorade WW Asscc.
1500 E. Arapahos
Englewacd, 50 BO112

E. TH Whitewater Club
PO Bax 3074

Cak Ridge, TH JTESD
Eriz Basin Sans ol Ahab
o Willinm Hoyt

125 Main Sesl

BuSale, MNY 14300
Explorer Post 2001
11E2T Sewth Arbar
Houston, TX TTOBS
Farmington River Chuls
cfo F. Perruccio

PO Box 475

Cantan, CT 056019
Fealhills Canos Club
PO Box 5300
Gresmalle. 5C 25606
Freano Knyak Club

&le Paul Martsen

4D M. Marnson

Fresne, CA BOTIE
G.L.OuP,

o James Tibensky

PO Box 2576

Chicaga, IL B0&R0
Geargia Canceoing As-
O,

PO Bax 7023

Atlanga, GA NIIET
Guadalupe River Paxl-
disre

Batmy Wals

AT Chapairal

Herw Braurdels, TX TEI30

Hubber

| Guwneale Grabbers Ca-

nae Chul

| ofo T, Morns

20T WildMNovanet D,
Hoover, AL J5244

High Country Ralers
PO Bow TOH

Geolden, CO BOAG2
Hang Kong Snakes KC
22 Bushy Hill Rd,
Semabury, CT DBOTD
lchthyological Assoe,
Inx,

i John Homa &

PO, 50 Ludicwwville Fid.
Lamging, NY 14532

idahe Siste Outdoor | Uppsr Delawans SLAR

Pgm.

gjo Fon ‘Watlers

Bax B116, 154

Pocatells, 10 B304
ldahs Whitewaler Assos,
1418 Shauman

Badia, 1D 83702

Kayak & Cance Club of
Boston

PO Bax 526

Buidge St

Hennikes, MM 03243
KECHY

oo Phryllis Horowitz

PO Box 328

Phonecia, WY 12454
Keslhauksrs Sanoe Club
&kt Jane Alinsch

375 Errveiny

SheMisld Lake, DH 84054
KHIK Cancers & Hayak-
ore

oo Bob Wemple

2627 Imgra
Anchorage, Ak 59508
Lanalng Oar & Paddle
Chub

POB 26254

Larming, M| &BB00
Ledyard Cance Club
Box 9

Hanower, NH 33755
Lehigh Valley Canoe
Club

PO Bax 2728

Lahagh Valey, P2 180010
LHeline Minlatries

oo Danesd biiten

PO Bax B2T

Lowswille, MS 38358
Lower Columbis Canos
Clhub

2800 &, Unger Ad
Colson, DR STT
Meramea River Canos
Club

cio Enel Daftia

28 Laks Road

Fanicn, MO E30EG
Mermrimack Valley Pasde
dlera

cfo Mark Lsonoix

32 Tilan Lane

Gresmalle, MM 03048
Melropalitan Cance &

Kayak

PO Box 02158568
Brookiyn, NY 11202-0040
Minmesots Canoe Asan,
PO Bax 13567
Minneapada. MM 55414
Missour Whitlewater
#0558 Harderd

51 Louls, MO E3116
Mohawk Camoe Club
PO Box 55345

Trandon, MJ DB
Monsso Canes Club

| cio Frank Canceiernd

B51 Colty Neck Rd

| Froshold Twp., NJ 0728
| Hatlonal Park Service

29

PO Bax C

Harrgrasburg, HY 12764
Hisseqouge River Canos
Clul

ele Qinges Lam

A5T 18 51

W. Babydon, NY 11702
Hisgara Gorge Kayak
Chals

cio Douglas Bushnell
7661 Tonawands Cr, Ad
Lockport, MY 1£050-9348
HORS

st Mary Molurdy

Blox 24T

Colorade  Springs, ©O
BlE0s

Morth Texas River Run- |
ness {
614 Asoal Dr.

Eudess, TX TE040
Morthern AZ Paddlers
Clubs

PO Box 1224
Flagstall, AZ 86002
Horthweosl Passage

1130 Greenksal Ave.
Wikmatie, IL 60081

Mowva Fiveruners

| PO Bex 1120

Chickafoon, Ak 25674

Ovegen Kayak & Cance
Ciub

| PO Box 653
| Portland, OF ST207

E o 5. Beaumont

ORGT

SAC-D110 Giedrgin Tach
Atianks, GA 0132
Outdesr Adveniure Pro-
gram

Bidg, 2807

Mt Home AFB, D 83548
S000

Ozark Wilderness Waler-

wWays

PO Box 16032

Kmnans City, MO B112 |
Philsdgiphia Canoe Club
4500 Ridge Ava. |
Priadelphia, FA 13128
Predmiont Peddiers Ca-
nee Club

PO Box 41080
Chaslesia, NC 282410501
Pikes Peak Whitewaster
Club |
cio Kattleon Lowunn

1814 W, Bouldar
Colorado Spr., CO B0%04
River Rendevoun

PO Bex BESE
Talluride, OO B1435
River Teuring Sectian
clo Patrick Muspdy

411 E. Las Flares Dr.
Altadana, CA 91001
Fashin R~

1488 Gruene 51,

MNow Brawnlels, TX TB13D
Rutgers U. Outdeor Club
cjo Robest Markley

AFFILIATES

P Box 231

Hew Brunawick, MJ 08503
Bebage Cands Chib

fo Rachard Schnsides
1751 87 5t
Brospichyn, MY 11204

Sequols Cance Club
cio Tom Maldau
POB 1164
Windsor, CA 85482

| Skerra Ciub Loma Pricta

Ch.
i Dave Kim
300 Ordced Lane

| San Joge. CA G511T

Sierra Club ATS

o Lynnse Van MNess
158 Soushwind Dr.
Fleasant Hil, CA 34533

| Slerra Neovada WW Club

| fe Chaslie Albright
7500 Gladsione D,

Aeno, WY BR505

| Syrsouse Outing Club

cio Mark Dedioy, Wiilewa-
tor The

Zki Lodgs, Skytop Ad
Syracuse, NY 13210

| Texss WW Assoc,

Box 5429

Ausin, TE TETE]Y

Thiee Rivera Paddling
Chub

| &l Gocige Mawer

206 Spencer Street
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Kayak Classics

Introduction

American Whitewater is ever conscious of criticism that its editorial
content s devoid of cultural or artistic value. Therefore, it B with considerable
pride that we print the following epic poem, "Christmas on the Meadow."

Recently discoveredin a musty pile of mouldy documents, "Christmas
on the Meadow" s an American whitewater myth. It's author is unknown other
than the sobriquet "Erbie."

As with much mythic poetry, the anonomous author has woven a
deeply textured story with meaningson many levels. American Whitewaterhas
enlisted its residentliterary critic, Gary Carlson, to provide scholarly annotations.

Chrigmas on the Meadow

An interesting paddling phenomenom.
Wives who are "creatures" prior to pad-
dling trips are lovingly referred to as
"Honey-bun" after two weeks in the Grand
Canyon.

At first interpreted as an allusion to kay-
aker's animal mentality. However, the
word "cage" might simply indicate that
many of author's paddling partnerswere

injail. \

by "Erbie"
with scholarly annotations by Gary Carlson

"Twas three days before Christmas and all through the house
T<of o creature was stirrin but my Cookie-Makin Spouse.

~ Wy booties were hung by my kayak with care

My paddle and spray skirt also werethere.

I had visions d paddling in 60 degrees
Knowing this weather could leave in a sneeze.
But, lo and behold | wasforced to re-think,
'‘Cause Cookie-Maker told Dad I'd re-plumb his sink.

With my knowledge o thingsrelated to water

I knew my in-lawswere pleased with their daughter

For marrying a guy that could do such repairs

For only some tea and chocolate eclairs. An indicationthat the author is a "mature”
| thought 1'd be done by ten in the morning paddler. ~ Younger BEEISE WS i
But, probl ems broke out without any warni ng. Budweiser and any food that boasts more
One leak after another caused really loud shouts e ingredients.

As| saw my paddling fade into doubts.

Literary hyperbole. There has neverin the
recorded history of the world been a set of
parents pleased W@ their their daughter

married a kayaker. ="

Inspited thisset-back | just thought I'd rattle
The cage d some friends who might want to paddle.
The weather next day was going to turn worse,
But hard-coresfigure, that's not really a curse.
| dialed and | dialed to find most them out,

My list o die-hards, | was beginning to doubt.
Then all d asuddenwith a gleam in my eye

I thought to call Wade, he just hatesto be dry.
He's been a good friend and paddling mentor,
To many new runs he's been my presenter.
Paddling with him pufs me right em the edge

Where | haveto dig deep for ability to dredge.

West Virginia dass IVJV run whose shutile

is littered with the remainsof punctured oil
pans. Glenn Miller alleviatesthe problem by
stacking boats and paddlersin the back of
anoldstakeracktruckandhaulingthemout

Bl Mg BN Before sfariing his HNUN
service, Miller used the truck for transport-

ing logsto hismill. So, in asense, he's still
The water was high, we expected morerains, haulingdeadood.

Streams would be truckin like run-away trains. /

We thought d Big Sandy and good old Glenn Miller

But, theshuttlein histruck would be areal killer.

With water this high there would be lots of places

We could dip our paddles and freeze our faces.

We thought we could paddle some shorter runs

Sipping hot chocolateto unfreeze our buns.
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The plan wasto wait until the next day

To seewhat the gages had to say. N Paddlers from this part of the country typically rely upon a recorded
. . T telephone list of whitewater gage readings offered by the National

So I_ Went_ upstairs and nestled in bed hggg e Weather Service in Pittsburgh. The reportis usually not available until
While visions o pour-overs danced in my . T after9 am. Althoughlocalpaddiers have a prettygood idea of what's
Suddenl y | awoketo atremendous clatter running--"waiting for the gage" is an excellent excuse for sleepingin.
’ Obviously, the number is commonly dialed. Infad, locallore tells of

| sprang from my bed to see what wasthe matter. anewly-married paddler who was confronted by his wife who angrily
A coldfront slammed through like an el ephant stampede wavedanitemizedlong-distancebillunderhisnose. She thought the

. . . . . fi tl i ber to b f of ffair. Of i

Dumping rainfall i n sheets which wereally didn't need. Way. She v comect, e proooranatiall, cotse. A

The garbage cansflew, the bird feeder spun,
The aluminum siding made the weirdest hum.
I went back to bed for a whole lot more sleep,
Asidefrom my cat | didn’t hear a peep.

At a more reasonabl e hour | left my warm bed

To gve Wade a call to see what's ahead. Chicago paddlers often appear as the butt of whitewater epics.
Before | could call, acall camefor me —____—— Authorsfind a certainirony in characters who cheerfully traveleight
Some guy from Chi cago, was shakin my tree. il hours one way to endure frightful trashings.

He was on hisway to "Capitol Town"

And phoned from the turnpike to see who's around.

Headed for Mom'sin Old Washington

He thought he would stop for some H20 fun.

Not knowing this"dude" | tested his metal

Describing our run asfar from rose petal.

No pl aceat all for paddl erswho doubt Evidenceof theepic'santiquity. The UpperYough and Upper Gauley

To what degree their skill is about. — were once thought to be the outer limits of Eastern expert paddiing.
Hesaid he's padd| ed both o the" Uppers", — ' Now, "I've paddled the Upper Yough" are often famous last words

The Yough and the Gauley without loosi ng suppers. before an ambitious aspiring expert experiences a royal trashing.

| gave Wade a call and Kevin called back,

Our decision to paddle wasin Santa's sack.

The place to meet wasthe Lower Yough

Thetimewe picked was eleven o'clock.

Wed check out some levels and decide what to run Typical summer levels on the Lower Yough average about two feet

Regardl ess of where. wewerein for somefun and are suitable for intermediate boaters. Novices start to quiver when
! ) - the river rises over three feet. At a level of nearly seven feet, as

reported in the epic, the Lower Yough is an advanced to expert run.
The gage at the Lower wasfive and 9 inches,
With Cucumber and Meadow you'd add afew pi nches, == =Tributariesthat enter the Yough just after the put-in.
Top that off with alittlefrom Heaven
And all of asudden It's well over seven.
With the Lower at seven the take-out comes soon,
I n an hour or so wed be “Throwin a Moon'". The Yough take-out does not feature changing rooms.
So therun we decided to add for somefun
I sonethat few paddlers actually have done.

Along Dinner Bell Road it runsoff the ridge Meadow Run. a steep-creekrun that emptiesinto the Lower Yough

dd . he'Y h i he brid ’ from the south just after the put-in,is best known for “the Slides." A
An umps int . € Yough just past t_ € bridge. - — long, narrowsluice, intimes of low water the rapid attracts crowds of
Most will know it because of the"Slides" = rafterswhoslidedown theslickmckontheir butts. Surprisingly,brain
But, few discover moretreasuresit hides. damage is seldomreported.

If you're not up to paddling thistiny stream

Thetrailsalongit are"peachesand cream".

At aleisurely pace, your two hour "hoof" Tohipbackwhilelaunchingoff asteep drop thuskeepingthe nose of
Reveals most d the drops where wefrolic and "boof". aboarup. Thesubsequentflatlandingavoids pinning situationsand
Comesummer and dreaded low water readings aidsin "skippingacross hydralics.

There's great spotsfor picnics and such kind o meetings.
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I'm amazed at paddl ers who think Meadow Run
Istoo tight and too steep and can not be done.
I put it right there onthetop d my list

CF rea”y tight technical runsthat exist. The blood and guts of Meadow Run lie below the meeting place for
! // commerical rafting outfitters.

Since Kevin was new to our technical equation

We stared above our normal location.

At thelittle white church where our car cameto rest

Was wherewe put into start Kevin's test. Short for Ohiopyle. Name has an Indian derivation,not (as com-

. ... monly believed) fmm the propensity of paddlers fmm the Chi o-based
With critical eye we watched how he moved Keelhaulers Club.

And for him on thisrun, sofar we approved.

As we paddled beneath Dinner Bell Bridge /
We were soon to drop df thisvery sharp ridge. /
Where the volume picks up and the stream getsti ghte!r /
We checked to seeif his knuckles got whiter. -
Our confidencebuilt in his paddling style /

And wefelt he would make it on down to the Pyle. £

A few dropslater the "Cascades' appeared,

A dropthat's respected and rightfully feared.
Torunthisdided fifty yards

To many paddlersisnot inthe cards.

At degree 45 it probably slopes,

It's been run by some who are not really dopes.
At low water levelsit's "abump and a grind"
Totheright there's undercuts you don't want to find.
In high water it's smoother, but don't tell a soul
That at the bottom there's a helluva holel

No matter the level the one thingto fight,

Isto make sure your boat is always upright.
Aflipinthisslidewould be adisaster,

Your entire body could end up in plaster.

Approaching thelip of thischallengingslide
Intothe eddy | failed to glide.

Missing the eddy spurred rapid decision
Asl did a180 to improve my vision.

To my delight although much too far right,
Avoidingthe rocks was a winnablefight.

I must admit, | was a bit scared

Of a Iine, to our knowl edge, that's not been dared. Thesewnd dro_pof"theSIides_" pictured at low water. Therapid is often
| stroked and | stroked past pi ne and willow shallow and aflip wuld result in unwmfortable abrasions.

To find near the undercut afriendly pillow

Which moved me more left than | thought | would be, T_h|ssect|on suggests the author_nevermeantfortheeplctobe publicly
N A viewed. Kayakers seldom admit that spontaneouslyexecuted routes
And now on a line much more pleasing to me. ~  were notintended from the start.

Thisshow d talent was not part d my plan
But, if filmed, it could have "gonein the can".
Wad€e's run was good and Kevin's still better,
We decided thiskid wasareal go getter.



From the pool at the bottom we clearly could see
The stream blocked below by quite alarge tree.
Wade thought his"limbo" just slightly distracting
While Kevin and | did alittle bush-whacking.
From there on down was quite a good ride
Astight asitis, thereareplacesto hide.
Although thisrun seems very complex

Tight eddies allow you to see what comes next.
Thetough drop we knew was coming up later,
"One Rock, Two Rock, Three Rock, Terminator".

Approaching "One Rock" we clearly could see
Theleft sided "Terminator” had some debris.
To scout thisdrop we left-eddied out

To see what this junk was all about.

Torunit far left was our usual way,
Withthetree onthat side wed changeit today.
Themiddle approach holds a short obelisk,
And clearing it takes considerabl e risk.

If you get by that with skill and some luck

And paddle real hard you will not get stuck.

A goof onthisline can be a boat bender,

And the hole at the bottom can cause you to ender.
Withthelevel this highit's a serious game

To keep "Terminator” from earning its name.

Wade's run was good, we could see in hisface
That he guided his boat down just the right place.
And now it was our turn as | can recall

To "boof" real hard over this vicious maw.

Before | could cast off and leave my dock

Kevin was up and around "One Rock™.

I couldn't see him approaching thelip,

But | knew hegot endered in a violent flip.
Thoroughly thrashed in the hole below

Inability to get i mas starbing to show.
Problemswith pogies and lost concentration,
Wade onthe rock seemed his only salvation.
Around and around in the holethat was "boss",
He missed, two times, the rope Wade did toss.
Thethirdtoss he snatched with a life saving grip
And wondered, I'msure, why he'd made thistrip.
When | finally reached him there wasn't a smile,
Hereally felt hewould drown for a while.

Wade got his boat, and recovered one shoe,

But his paddle was gone, a losswe knew.
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Wade Zinter doing limbo under Meadow Run tight spot.

Sone of the more significant named drops of Meadow Run.

"Pogies" are an essentialitem of cold-weather equipment during half the year
for northern paddlers. Fitting around the blade of the paddle, the paddler
slides his hand inside While "pegies™ sometimes interfere with the feel of the
paddle, the alternative of frost-bittendigets makes for an easy choice.
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Whileleaving hisboat with an un-planned twist
His knee was not strong enough to resist
Theforce o the boat being pummeled around

By a hole that grinds paddlersinto "ground round”.
Although we had brought our "break-down sticks",
This"lefty", now wounded, was all out o tricks. \
Both our break-downs were right hand control

So up, out o ravine he decided to stroll.

Not actually a stroll at thisparticular spot,

But up a steep cliff with rhododendron a lot.

As| pulled his boat, Wade pushed from behind

And sooner than expected the road we did find.

Somehow with crutch he was already there

Before Wade and | could replenish our air.

With secret instructions to locate Wade's key

He could find some Motrinfor the painin his knee.

We were not far from the "change house" lot,

Sothetrip to his car was an easy shot.

Hisboat inthe bushes quite secure,

Hefelt he could handletherest for sure.

So downthe Meadow returned Wade and |
Around, up and over rocks we did fly.

Three drops later the time had come -
To seek out the eddy that's missed by some.
Lurking ahead is a skinny, steep slide

Through which | have no desire to glide.

Not wanting to copy my performance before,

| chose an eddy a bit further up-shore.

Because if you goof at thiscritical point

Your limbs might get tom right from their joint.
On aprevioustrip at alevel thishigh

My paddling partner left out a sigh,

"That scene is something you'd expect to discover
On next month's National Geographic Cover!"

The portage around being quite easy,

My stomach no longer felt at all queasy.

But, the next drop below did not look too clean
AsWadethrashed about, | could seeit was mean.
With he changing rulesin Ohiopyle Park

To know what they areleaves oneinthedark.
When one set i sworking, and "they" think "we" have won
They suddenly change them to limit our fun.
Wade had so much funinthat drop, I knew,

He'd used up the quotafor probably two.

So I put inbelow to avoid that drop

Because up on the bridge might lurk a Fun Cop.

/ Note tovegetarianpaddlers: reference to form of real food.

"Stick" is an eastern colloquialism for paddle--derivedfromthe preference
of eastern paddlersforcustomwood paddles. "Break-down sticks" referto
take-apart paddles--or to any paddle used by a boater with less than one
year experience.

Parking area for Lower Yough put-in.

Although"the Slides" have beenrun, the rapidis notrecommended. Less
than aboat length in width and stretchingfor nearlyfiyards, a broachis
a distinct possibility.

Most male kayakerswould expect (or at least hope) to find a more exotic
NationalGraphic cover subject.

Reference to conflicts between whitewater paddlers and the ad-
ministration of Ohiopyle State Park which surrounds the Lower
Yough. Parkrangersdaim they are beleagured by the sheer num-
bers of paddlers and rafters. Paddlersfeel that the rangers suffer
from a Brown Shirt mentality. Personally, this annotator believes
that any park with regulationsforbidding alcohol consumption within
park limits needs to have its policies seriously analyzed.
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A few more drops and things are real rosy,

We're out inthe Yough and feeling quite cozy.

The Yough at thislevel has big water feeling,

Exiting eddies gives jet-propelled peeling.

It's not real hard if you can read theriver,

But avoiding big holes can still make you quiver.

There are very few Spotsyou would 'recc_Jgnl 28, Piddley and Dimple are rock-strewn class 3 rapids at normallevels
H uge boulders seem to be cut downinsize. 7" while Schoolhouse rises eight feet out of the middle of the river.
When "Piddley" and "Dimpl€" have no rocksin sight,

Su nglargewavesisa challenging fight.
When " School house Rock™ lookstwo feet high
One can certai n not deny

Thisriver's undoubtedly no place for most,
But, that isperfectly OK with your host.
Others can sit by their fire watching games
Whilel' mbut here making boisterous claims.
No one will know if I real Iy was here ——— Asopposed to paddlerswho typically order "shots and beers."
While sitting homedrinking their "shot and a beer".

I've heard from Kevin like | wanted to,

We didn't find his paddle nor his other shoe.

Hiskneeis not right, but not totally wrecked,

Carefully, with x-rays he had it checked.

He called from Mom's to express histhanks

Although he screwed up one o his shanks.

Hisspirits were high and he said he had fun

On Meadow, to date, his steepest creek run.

If you're hiking along M eadow, maybe looking for a Troll,
Keep an eye out for aHarmony with left hand control JEREN
It'sfipatched on both ends with clear fiberglass,

But no nameinscribed. Alas Alas!

Unfortunately,the number of paddles lost along the Lower
Yough and its tributaries are legion.

| get carried away inthese creative times,

| started with one o those Christmas Rhymes.
So, it seems only fair for me to mention

That wasmerely a way to get your attention.
But, back onthat track, I'd just like to say
ThisChristmas thing isprobably here to stay.
Although to many I'm a"Scrooge" from Dickens
When given a present, my heartbeat, it quickens.
Thebootsand pile pull-over | really do treasure
I'll wear them both with a great deal o pleasure.
But, one of my presentsT’ll remember the most
I'sour run on Meadow d which | can boast.
Were we really there??? Youll never know
Unlessnext Christmasyou decideto show.

To end thisdribble seemshardly in sight,

When my brainisin gear it's a heckuva fight
Tobringittorest and back fromitsflight.
SoTllendit all with thisseasonal trite,

HAPPY CHRISTMASTO ALL AND TO ALL: A GOOD NIGHT!

Along-forgotten photo of the author caught in the middle of the Cascades.



GRINGDO TOURISTS I N CHILE

Paddling in a mystical land
‘where the pigs have horns
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It was early last September
Asnear as | remember
While strolling down a lanein Riverside

Not a soul was | disturbing
Whilel lay there on the curbing
When a pig up and lay down by my side

Not aword did we utter

Aswelaid there in the gutter

When this high-toned lady stopped and
| heard her say

You can tell a man who boozes
By the company he chooses
And thepig got upandsl owlywalkedaway...

Verse provided by Rich Smith, Crested
Butte, Colorado

It was only my third night
camping out in Chile. Asl drifted off to
sleep, thesouthern crosslit upthecloud-
lesssky. It wasaquiet night. | began to
dream o clear Andean streams with 30
foot runnabl e waterfalls—3gringo kay-
akersflashingsmoothly through some of
most magical whitewater in theworld.

Suddenly | was startled by a
huffing sound outsidemy tent. | heard a
gutteral noise. Something knockeda pot
off the rocks near the campfire embers.
Almost against my will, | forced open
my eyesand peeked out from my rag-
gedy littletent. | spotted ahulking form
in themoolight. It looked likeapig. But
thiswasno normal pig. It had two large
pointy thingsprotrudingominoudy from
itshead. " Jeeze"",| muttered, "'they have
pigswithantlersdownhere.I'm goingto
get gored to death by a porker and my
poor kids will never believehow | died.”

Slowly the realization sank in.
Thiscould beworsethanlast night upon
on theRio Maipo whereanest d hairy
baseball-sized spidersattemptedtoevict
usfrom our campsite.

After abottled cheap (I'm talk-
inglessthan$1U S )Chileanwine, afew
glassesd some horrible stuff call Pisco,
topped off with someeven moredisgust-
ing coffeeliquer, | did not feel muchlike
dealing with apig, an overgrown spider,
or anything else. | craved seep.

On theother hand, alargeand
peculiar creaturewas busily looting our
precious food supplies. "If that bastard
getsmy peanut butter”, | thought, "this
trip isover. No way can a red-blooded

T O UR I
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norteamericano kayakista survivefor three
and a hdf weeksin the Andeswithout
peanut butter."

Screwing up all my courage-
and summoning theall energy | could-I
dragged , Mmyselfwearilyout of thetent
and lurched unsteadily towardsthe hulk-
ing monster. " Thiscould be an uneven
match”, | thought, "Those horns are

—around for something...any thing. Find-
ing agood-sized rock, | cranked up my
battle cry (actually sort o a drunken
squawk) and sumbled forward in asavage
attack.

The bizarre horned creature
stared at me sullenly, almostinsolently.
When the rock caught him between the
eyes, he uttered asgueal d indignation
and sauntered nonchalantly off into the
darkness. Quickly | verified that my secret
stashdf imported Skippy wasstill intact.
Victory!

Chile may be a whitewater
paradise in winter, but it is a paradise
that |acksafew of thecomfortsd home.

Y ou haveprobably heard about
Chiles wonderfullymild climate. By now
you may even have heard about Chile's
incrediblevariety d whitewater rivers,
some with spectacular runnable water-
falls. Maybe you also heard about the
magnificent national parks, awesome
volcanoes, beautiful dark-eyed girls,

ir

huge.”. | needed aweapon. | searched

N C

abundance o relaxing hot springs, a-
most unlimited wilderness, and exqui-
site high country camping. You may
know that the people are friendly and
that the government is- at present- rela-
tively stable and democratic. Someone
may have told you that there are no
snakesor poisonivy in Chile.

I'm hereto tell you that itsall
true! Onascaled 1t010, for awhitewa-

Paddlers say good-bye to normalcy as they pack for tour in Chilean outback.

ter vacation, Chileiscloseto 10.

But did anyone tell you about
cooliewatchas?

That'sright...cooliewatchas. My
spelling may be abit off the mark, but |
know acooliewatchawhen | see one. A
cooliewatchais an indigenous Chilean
flying insect, something like a horsefly
but about the same size asa humming-
bird. Take it from me, they have vora-
ciousappetites. Although cooliewatchas
can probably befound almost anywhere
in central or south central Chile, they
hangoutinlargenumbersontheRioFuy
inChile'slake district. Theseguysarebig
enough to remove a pieced meat from
your armor legandfly off withit totheir
own personal picnicsite. Oneboater on
our trip observed afl ock df cooliewatchas
flying in formation behind hisboat car-
rying forks, knives, and spoons. Nap-
kinswere already in placearound their
necks.
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Along with scenic beauty and unbelievable whitewater, frequent hot springs

enliven any Chilean paddling trip.

You may also not have heard
about the polvo in Chile. Polvo is fine
volcanicdust. Every whitewater riverin
Chileinvolvestaking aleft turn off the
Pan AmericanHighway and driving up
milesand milesd dusty unpaved road
into the Andes through impenetrable
cloudsd polvo. Thestuff getsintoyour
car, your food, your lungs, your hair,
your boating gear, your
camera...everything. Some Chileanswesr
dust masks whenever they are driving
ondirtroads. After runningtheriveryou
haveto runthedust. Thishasabad effect
on persona hygene and appearance.
Emerging from the vehicle after one
particularly dusty shuttle, my compan-
ionsremarkedthat | had looked alot like
Hunter Thompsonin dreadlocks.

And then there isthe question
d Chileanfood. Santiagoisreported to
have someworld classrestaurants. The
sameistrued other large citesin Chile.
Unfortunately, | only sampled the res-
taurant fare in small towns up in the
mountains. Itsadifferent story in there.
Small town restaurants in the Chilean
countryside mostly serve meat pies or
hot dogs covered by at least 12 oz o
mayonaise. You can't get the hot dog
without mayonnaise unlessyour span-
ishisat least graduateschool level. Once
you get out of town, themeat piesand
hot dogsdisappear and the menu changes
to goat meat cooked over an open fire

(known locally as an "asado™). Eating
goat meat is alot like eating a ball o
twine, except that twine tastes better.
Thatiswhy | takepeanut butter with me
when | go boating in South American
countries. When dl elsefails, pb & j on
tacos can really take the edge off your
hunger.

After 3 weeks as a footloose
gringowanderingaround Chilewith two
friends, on awild goosechasein search
d whitewater, | realized that there are
certainunalterablefactsd lifewhichthe
foreign kayaker must face in that par-
ticular part d theworld. Thegood news
isthat Chileisbeautiful, its people are
friendly,anditswhitewater isfabulous..
unsurpassed by anything anywhered ..
especialyif youlikeyour gradient steep.
The bad newsisthat you could have a
few problemsgetting totheriver, getting
off theriver, getting agood night's rest,
and getting to another river.

It'snot just aquestion d afew
cooliewatchas, dusty roads, fat hairy
spiders, and pigswith antlers. Depend-
ingon how inept aforeigntraveller you
are, your logistical problems can be re-
aly seriousin Chile.

For example, you could easily
wreck your rental car (that is, d course,
if you managetofind acar torentinthe
first place). We wrecked our car about
once aweek on average. Oncewe even

MN CHI1ILE

wrecked entirethelighting systemfor a
hotel parking |ot at thesame timeaswe
wrecked thecar—in as g e classicmove-
utilizing reversegear without the utiliz-
ing our rear view mirrors.
Onefeatured the Chilean road system
makes it especially easy to wreck your
car—thebridges.Every bridgein Chileis
unique. Eachoneevenhasitsown name,
PuenteThis or Puente That. Withso may
riverstherearenaturally alot of bridges
for theroad crewstoeither maintain or...
to pretty muchforget about. Thegenera
ruleisthat the higher up you getin the
Andes, themorecourageit takestocross
thebridges. If you get anywherenear the
Argentineborder onmost roadsyouwill
inevitably meet your match.

If automotive adventures are
not painful enough for you, you can
injure yourself cooking dinner. One
camper in our contingent managed this
thefirst night out...second degreeburns.
Its easy, you just spill boiling water on
your feet whiletrying to make spagetti
over an open firein the dark and then
watch the infection develop. Locally
available medicineswill be exhorbitant
but will have no curativeeffect.

Or you could accidently drop
your boat and al your boating equip-
ment in the river from a sheer 150 feet
diff just upstream o atotally out-of-the
question waterfalls.Oneelderly kayaker
(an AWA director from Alaskawhowill
go nameless) in our party tried this at
Siete Tazas on the Rio Claro. Al the
localsenjoyeditimmensely. You get to
watch helplessly astheboat crashesinto
the clear blue pool above the falls and
then drifts slowly towards the horizon
line. The whole event provides a great
photo opportunity aswell asachanceto
try 3hoursd rock climbing on slippery
vertical vol canicrock with unsaferopes.

Then you could get lost. You
could getlostfor mostof theday and half
thenight. Thisworksbest inlarger towns,
especiallyif youdon't speak muchSpan-
ishandyou don't haveamapd thetown
you arein. Wedid thisseveral times.

Maybe you could loose your
passport and all your money. This too
was on our agenda (albeit only for one
night).

Then again, you could get sick
from rural cuisine. Thisis pretty likely
unless goat meat agreeswith you. Goat
meat is just about all you canfind to eat
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Chilean secondary bridgesare an adventurein traveling

inthehigh Andes.| recommendanative |

Indian chef named Victorino. He has a
nice (?) outdoor restaurant with a hot
springsin thevalley d the Rio Bio Bio
just upstreamd theso called "'Sex Can-
yon".

In themorning beforeyour feast
at Victorino's, Chef Victorinowill intro-
duceyou to the very samegoat which he
will prepare for your evening med.
Mestingyour meal in personimmensaly

Dinner at Chef Victorino's-how do you like your goat?

- h“ ’

enhancesyour enjoymentd theculinary
vegetarian.
goatmeat on the Bio Bio, you can try

up aprecipitousmountainroad to get to
the put-in on the Rio Ancoa

poor clearance that it would probably
39

experience.. unless, d course, you area
If you don't get sick from the -
dragging your boat on foot for 4 hours -

In order to experiencethis, you |
first have to rent a car which hassuch |

N CHILE

| havetroubleclearing the bumpson the

Autobahn. When you work thishard to
get to the put-in, it resultsinyour being
too exhausted to paddl eanything, much
lessthe solid classV water (whichisall
that the Ancoahasto offer).

Youwill fed especially pooped
if youforgettotakeyourwaterbottle, the
midday temperatureishoveringaround
90degreesFahrenheit,and thealtitudeis
around 9,000feet abovesealevel. It helps
if there are bulls blocking the road on
your way up, draggingtheir pawsinthe
ground in some obscure territorial sig-
nal. This was another fun experience.
Chalk it uptotherigorsd foreigntravel.

And then there's Chilean par-
tiesand Chileandcohal. Arrivinginthe
country on New Years eve, we got to
experiencethefull forced this. | won't
gointo details, but sufficeit to say that,
after several bottlesd the deadly Pisco
stuff, somewine and no end d cham-
pagne, Chileanladieslook especially nice..
with their dark flashing eyes, their floss
bikinis and d| that. Unfortunately the
most beautiful oneshavelarge unpleas-
ant husbandswho do not care much for
gringos. My adviceis Take good run-
ning shoesif you plan to do much party-
ingin Chile.

Youdon't need togotoChileto
enjoy most d these fine experiences. |
have had similar fun timesin West Vir-
giniadl my boatinglife. But wheredse
can you do battlewith pigswith horns?
Truthfully | have never seen a pigwith
hornsanywherebut Chile.

(Editors Note: An investigation
by the AWA Journal editorial Board, ever
vigilant to assure the veracity of all articles,
suggests revealed that the pigs encountered
by the author probably did not have horns.
What the inebriated kayaker may have taken
to to be a set of horns was probably a crude
wooden device secured on the pigshead byits
owner in an effort to the keep the pig from
escaping under thefence. Thiscuriousdevice
is common in Chile, although not always
sucessful in achieving its intended purpose.
The author continues toinsist that hiscamp-
dte was violated by a porcine creaturewith
antlers.)

And where ese but Chile can
you meet—up front and in person—the
bodyguardsof areal life South American
dictator (or former dictator)?
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Where pigs have horns--caught in daylight.

Meeting former dictator Pino-
chet's goonsquad wasareal highlight o
my tripin1991. They werevery nicemen
actually. They just chased me df with
several semiautomatic carbinesand one
machine gun. It would not be hard for
any other gringotourist with akayaksto
duplicatethisexperience. Therearethree
easy seps. All you havetodois(1)lose
someequipmentonthe MaipoRiver just
upsteam d a rapid caled "Pinochet's
Hole". (2) Go back toretrieveit, but lose
track d whereyou are on theriver. (3)
Climb up the canyonwall locking for a

road and hikeabout amileor sothrough
farmlandand orchard carryingyour boat
in thescorching midday hest. Eventudly
you reach a hacienda. The hacienda be-
longs to General Pinochet. It is well-
guarded. Thereyou will encounter agroup
d nicesoldierswho point largeimpres-
sive weapons at you and ask thingsin
Spanish which you will fail to under-
stand. If you follow this path, the nice
soldierswill, hopefully, escort you out
thefront gatelikethey did me, but you

N CHILE

Bio Bio:
Most endangered
river in Chile

Hydroelectric power projects
sponsored by the giant Chilean eectric
company, EndessalL TD, arein evidence
throughout Chile. Some projectsareal-
ready in place, somearestill onthedraw-
ing boards, and some are now being
built.

TheBio Bio, regarded by many
experts as the best whitewater river in
the world, is Chiles most endangered
river. Nolessthan 6 projectsare planned
for that river alone. One isalready un-
derway. When theauthor ran theBioin
Janaury, construction workers were
working day and night on the Pangue
Project to bebuilt a One-Eyed Jack Rapid.
This project would destroy one d the
most scenic and exciting whitewater r uns
anywhereintheworldand wreck theBio
Bio as an international tourist destina-
tion. (Currently the Bio Bio is Chilé€s
second most important international
tourist attraction. Only Easter Island at-
tractsmoreforeignvisitors.)

Allisnotlost, however. Appar-
ently Endessadoesnot yet havesuficient
funds to complete the project. An addi-
tional 25%d the constructioncostsare
gtill needed. A request for thosefundsis
now pendingat theWorld Bank, but en-
vironmentd groups havedemanded that
an environmental assessment be per-
formed before the loan is made. The
Bank hasagreed, but, unfortuantely, the
Bank designated Endessato performthe
environmental assessment.

Groups opposingthe dams on

_theBio need help from AWA members.

L etters, contributions, and expert assis-
tance, especidly from engineersor econo-
mistswill bewelcomed. If you can help
out, pleasecontact Jack Hession, AWA’s
International RiversConservationDele-
gate, at 4500 Riverton Ave, Anchorage,
Alaska 99516. In addition, you should
join the International Rivers Network.
(Sendnameand addressand $15tol nter-
national RiversNetwork, 301Broadway,
Suite B, San Francisco, CA 94118)
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Gary Steinberg caught in the middle of a steep rapid on the Rio Fuy.

The author pictured in the middle of a
steep Chilean put-in route.

Final advice on visiting Chile

Theauthor d thearticleon page hasgenerously offered to provideadvice
and assi stancetoany AWA memberswho plan tovisit Chileinthefuture. Pleasesend
your questions to Pope Barrow at 136-13th St.,SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.

Sincethelanguagebarrierisamajor obstaclefor Englishspeakingboaters,
Mr. Barrow hasprovided thefollowingglossary of useful Spanish phrases. Accord-
ingtoMr, Barrow, theaveragenorth Americankayakercanget by in Chilewith these
phrases— unlessheplansto datelocal girls—inwhichcaseafew morewordsmay be

necessary.

Useful phrasesfor American kayakersvisiting Chile (Listed in order of
importance):

""na cerveza mas, por favor' means one more beer, please.

"Dondeesta el bano?” meanswhere's the bathroom ?

"Estoy perdido” means|'m lost.

" Ayudame, por favor" means please help.

"Estamalo €l camino?' meansistheroad bad?

"Dondeestadl rio?' meanswhere's the river 2.

""No megustacarne de cabrito” means| don't like goat mest.

"Polvo™ means dust.

"Hot dog" means12 oz o mayonaiseon top o asausage.

"Cafe" meansinstant nescefe.
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Totally
Inappropriate

Open canoeing
California's
Kings Canyon

by LARRY WADE

Rivers that California guidebooks describe as
"Totally Inappropriate” or "No Way" for canoes
are now regularly paddled.

Photos: (Clockwise from top) Open
canoeist negotiates Kings Canyon as
Rough Creek tumbles into the river,
photo by Bill Laird; Dale Murphy in
"Wimpwater”, photo by Larry Wade;
Ken Loy in the palm of "Hand-of-God",
photo by Pat Murphy; Walt Audry faces
Cassidys Falls, photo by Larry Wade






Open canoeing
isnow undergoing thetransitionkayak-
ing did in the1970s Thi sisout rimedf
firstdescentsand new play moves. Boats
that are explicitly designed for recrea
tional paddlingand whichroll well have
opened up alot d fun runsin the past
few years: Riversthat Californiaguide-

books describe as "' Totally Inappropri- __

ae” or "No Way" for canoes are now
being regularly paddled. Theseareruns
that, until recently, only ani nal s likeNolan
Whitesell or Bob Constantini would even
consider. All that was missingwasabad
attitude among the general open boat
population. Judgethe new situation for
yourself asyou read this description o
our July 7-8 open canoe descent d the
KingsCanyon runon theKingsRiverin
California

The Kings Canyon run is per-
hapsthetoughest o the Californiaruns
to havebeen open canoed sofar; but the
"nextsteps,” liketheGoldenGaterun d
the South Fork American, are sure to
followsoon. And dozensd canoeistsare
now ready for classic runs like Burnt
Ranch Gorgeand theForksof theKern.
This may be news to the readers o
American Whitewater, who mostly appear
tobeEagt Coast pointy boaters; but there
ISaWest Coast and thereareafew o us
who prefer paddling moby's to min-
nows.

| know pointy boatersarekind
d stuck onthemselves,whenthey're not
stuck on rocks, but open canoes proba-
bly outperform all other watercraft in
steep, low flow runs and self-support
trips. Looked at from the broader per-
spective afforded open canoeists it is
evident that techno-weenies and pig-
boatersarelikesheep: they alllook fluffy
and you can't tell them apart. To main-
tain abalanced stancel must also admit
to some schismsin the open boat com-
munity. Why elsewould someonepaddle
anME onclassV water when they could
beinaWhitesdlI?Clearly, thisisnature's
way d weedingout genetic defects Dont
get mewrong, I'm notgoingtoletalittle
prejudiceget in theway d friendships.
Thiswasafully integratedgroupd white
male Neanderthals. In the face o ba-
loney boating scum, dl hard boatersstand
united. Ah...theserenity d theriver.

TheKingsCanyon runisaten-
milelong, solid classV run which starts
at theconfluenced theKings southand
middle forks. The gorge section o the
riveriscompl etelyinaccessi bl eexcept by
boat. Itsprime features are thousand foot
granite diffs, gem quality water and house-

Above: Chasing the remains of a dam-
aged boat through increasingly difficult
rapids. Right: "Warp 2" was dubbed"the
Breakfast Drop." (photos by Dale Murphy)
Far right: "The Breakfastdrop prepares

to eat Pat. mhoto bz Walt Andrm

sized undercut boulders. Although this
runwas near thecuttingedged boating
for many yearsit's now run, atlowwater,
fairly regularly by kayakers.First run by
kayak in 1960 (thirty years and 4 days
before our run) and by raft in 1981; no
open boater had attempted it before.
Guidestowest coast riverstend
not to overwhelm thereader with detail.
Instead, their descriptionsrunaongthe
linesof: " turn left at Modesto. You can't
missit" Asaresult, getting agood idea
d what's ahead isn't dwayseasy. But
who careswhat's ahead when theoption
is to go elsewhere and imagine water
flowingin the bare streambed?
TheKingsCanyonrunisinthe
middled theCaliforniaclassV scae.In
Cdifornia, class V coversasmuch ground
&s classes I-1V. Confusing one class V

e




Murphy and Bill Lairdinkayaks—dl first

withanother canlead tounpleasantness.
Thiswas pointed out to me by some d
the saes better boaterswhen | responded
to their stated concernswith “But we've
runclass V'sbefore.” Their advicedidn't
dow usdown muchexceptfor oned the
guysbeingchased downthestreet by his
wifewho wasshouting' Haveyou read
thisthing?"* whilebrandi shingacopy o
aguidebook. And he thought hed hid-
denitsowdl. Ah..thejoysd combining
marriageand paddling.

The Kings Canyon run starts
with atwo-plus hour (oneway) excuse
for buyingafour-wheel drive. After this
is a two-mile hike down to the conflu-
ence. Thetrailheadisan unmarked turn-
out on Highway 180 distinguished pri-
merily by alovely stand d poison oak.

Y ouweeny boatersdon't know
what you're missing until you've car-
ried, in July, a 14-foot-long boat, that
weghswith gear over 110 pounds, through
two milesd thelast healthy vegetation
(you guess) left in drought-struck Cdli-
fornia. We, with the exception d Pat
Murphy who manfully carried his boat
theentireway, wound up draggingour
boatsthelast mile Thetrail wasn't asbad
asweweretold; only threed uswound
up with poison oak.

After theshuttle, thehike, wash-
ing off poison oak, apologizing to the
river gods for dragging our boats and
trying to work up courage, we (Larry
Wade, Wdt Andry, Pat Murphy and
Howard Schultzinopencanoesand Dale

timers to this run) didn't put on until
nearly 3 p.m. Good thing we brought
food for three days even though we
planned to taketwo daysfor therun.

Thewater waspretty low at 600
cfs. However, for afirst descent it wasa
redly good | evel astheeddieswereplen-
tiful, fat and unfenced, and becausever-
ticd pinsaren't normally an opencanoer’s
concern. At higher flowstherapidsrun
together, and eddies get fenced which
wouldmakeit muchtougher toruninan
open canoe. We had hoped, that first
day, toflash thefirst three miles, which
werereported to beessy classIiI-IV, and
then towork through thedrop and pool
class V's d increasing frequency and
camp at mile4.7.

Begtlaid or not, thisplanlooked
pretty shaky when we peded out at the
confluenceto find ourselvesin aredly
solid1/3 milelongclasslV whichexhib-
itedinterestingfeaturesand resultedina
nasty swimfor oned the kayakers. Shortly
after this, anice, long, easy classVled to
twod thecanoeiststakingabath. Three
team membershad never been onarun
d thisdifficulty and werespendingal ot
d mental energy tryingtofind anhonor-
ableway out. ("Thisiswimpwater?But
I've got afamily!") Therest d us being
brain dead, were determined to finish
although | admit to thinking about how
long threedaysfood could bestretched.
At least we weren't bored with the cer-
tainty o itall.

Soon &fter this (about miletwo?)
came a long, class IV+ approach to a



short class VI drop where the en-
tireriver poured towardsriver right,
through asix foot wide slot, then
under the rock defining theslot's
right side. Several o us ran the
classIV guff and caught a small
eddy just abovetheclassVI. | got
out there to see what was on the
other sided thehorizon line. Just
asl'd made up my mind to carry,
Howard, whose canoe (aME) filled
with water in the class|V section,
missed the last eddy before the
nasty stuff. He shouted for arope
and bailed out. A good throw by
Walt allowed Howard to be pendulum-
med to safety (thereby saving Charlie
Walbridge some work). His boat mo-
mentarily bridged the slot open side
upstream about four feet under the sur-
face(atruly unpleasant undercut there),
and wasshoved through in several barely
connected pieces. Therest o uscarried.
Westarted chasing theremainsd How-
ard's boat only to run into more and
bigger classV's

Atfirst weall felt disheartened
by thegroup'sdifficulties.But the V'swe
were faced with quickly brought our
thoughtsfrom the group's problemsback
toour ownindividual survival. Soonthe
rush d carving turns through the in-
credibly clear blue-greenwater and crash-
ing through monstrous holescombined
with thebeauty o thetowering granite
walls served to pump us up. At mile
three we caught what was left of How-
ard's boat. He salvaged what he could
and then started hiking back upstream
and wewere back to being bummed out
again. Now with five people, two o
whom were pretty intimidated, we re-
sumed our paddleto the BIG STUFF. A
littlewhilelater we saw a patch o sand
and thesettingsunand calledit anight a
mileshort o our original goal.

Therest did usal good. That
night we all thought about theday, and
what still lay ahead, whilewatching the
light of afull moon reflect off thewater
and granite. By morning everyone was
determined to complete the run. After
wed all made a solid mental commit-
ment, things fell into a good rhythm.
Taking extrafood allowed us the time
required to scout every blind drop. When
approaching ahorizonlinethelead per-
son would hit the last eddy and seeif
therewasavisibleroute. If not, hed get
outandlook, signalingto ustheclassand
preferred chute. If it wasaclassIV wed
leap-frog him. If it was aclassV, wed
usually runfor shore, ropesin hand, and

scout/set safety as we each took turns
working through the drops. Time was
aso saved as those who carried got on
with it and hel ped with safety.

Wewoke up to Breskfast Drop
(our name, it's really called Warp 2): a
six-foot vertical into an eight-foot slide
into a house-sized undercut boulder.
Scouting thisdrop waseasy: you poked
your head out o the sleepingbag. After
many, many cupsd coffee (opencanoes
are great for sdf support trips) we had
enough o acaffeinehigh to put on. The
firsttwothroughthedroplived up toour
namefor it when thethird guy offeredit
anopportunity. It took about 45 minutes
to convince the house-sized boulder to
disgorge the open canoe it had swal-
lowed wholefor "'breskfast”. Throw rope
practiceissuch alovely way tostart the
morning.

Breakfast Drop (Warp2) isthe
entrance to a seriesd class IV drops
culminating in the biggest vertical drop
d therunwhichwethink iscaled Cas-
sady's Fdls It wasobviousthat we had
found the BIG STUFH. One glance per-
suaded Walt to carry. He had started
walking back to carry hisboat when he
noticed | waslooking pretty hard at the
falls. HeaskedY ou're not seriousabout
that thing, areyou?" After some banter
wewere making mature statementslike:
“I'llrunitif youwill." | had acamera, so
Walt got the probe position. All clear as
it turned out.

Wergjoicedinoursurvivd...for
awhile. The next section was more ex-
hilarating than frightening. Thesunwas
shiningand thegorgewasgrowingmore
pectacular asit deepened. But then there
was along pool. A long pool in a mile
which drops 160 feet. Our unease was
notreduced by theroarwhichbuiltaswe
paddled towardsthisnew horizonline.

The Rough Creek section, a
continuousset d classV's whichdropa
longway quickly,isprobablythetough-
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est part o therun. | basethat judg-
ment on the pressure my heavily
retracted scrotum wasexerting upon
my voca cords. | prefer to use the
pitch of my voicerather than my
bladder's urgency to evaluatedrops.
My voiceresembled MinnieMouse's
at that point. Despitemoresurvival
boating thanisusually healthy, we
madeit downtothelast setof drops
without incident. Suddenly aswarm
d French spud-boaters descended
upon us. Dueto language difficul-
tiesour conversationwaslimited to
“Howdy” and ”Blaboat very hard.”
Just beforethey blew =1 us, Walt and |
took our only swimsd thetrip. I'm sure
they were very impressed.

After Rough Creek thereisaset
d nondescript classlV and V dropsand
alovelylunch spot with afirst rateview
d Garlic Fals (mile4.9) which dropsa
thousand windblownfeetinto theriver.
We peeled out from lunch and into an-
other V and continued working our way
down the river. Beforelong the gorge
started opening up. What alovely sight
the blue sky was.

At about mile six a group o
kayakersled by Phil Martinand KenLoy
caught us. Phil told usthat after thenext
drop, astraight-forward 45-degree slide
into alarge rock, there was only Hand-
of-God and thenit wasclassIII-IV down
to thetake out. Wecheered and grinned
until our cheek musclesstarted cramp-
ing. Asweapproached Hand-of -Gur(so
named when a kayaker ran it upside
down and attributed his miraculous
survival to the assistanced an unseen
hand), | madethemistaked listeningto
Phil. He proceeded to describeaclassVI
droptougher thanL umdsenFalls(aclass
VI on Cherry Creek that I've chickened
out on). Without looking at what was
ahead, weran likehell for river left and
started carrying. Thenwewal ked back to
watch Phil and Ken cleanlyr un the pleas-
ant classV that was actually there.

After Hand-of-God, Phil and
company put their heads down and
cranked downstream leaving us buried
by their roostertail. From then on we
were back to five paddlers. Ever get the
idea that we're slow? Laughing at the
wimpwater that remained (andlovingit
on theinside), we paddled down to the
cars. No one drank much o the cham-
pagnel'd left...until weran out o beer.
For me, after two days, four carries, one
roll and oneswim, it felt great to just sit
back and start planning the next week-
end's trip.



The Legend of Aquaman
Another AWA" B g Swim" Epic

by MAC THORNTON

Foreword: On November 4-5, 1985, a catastrophic
flood swept down theriversd Northern West Virginia, mak-
ingradical changesinmanyrapids. AttheChesat's "BigNasty™
rapid, aformerly big, but forgiving play wavewas converted
into amassive hole, capable d swallowing twelve-manrafts.

Asthefloodwatersreceded on November10, asmall
group ventured down the Cheat. Among them was Steve
Garrison,aformer president d theCanoeCruisersAssociation
and one o the best-known and best-liked paddlersin the
Washington, D.C. area. Garrison was at the peak o his C-1
form, astrong, highlyskilled,and very confident paddier. This
Homeric-style epic poem describes the incident which led
Steve's paddling friends henceforth to refer to him as” Aqua-
man'.

"Twas the tenth of November of '85,

And nay a man who was then alive

Would forget West Virginia's greatest storm.
That's when the legend of Aquaman was born.

As the ragingjlood receded on the mighty Cheat,
All good in awe of Nature’s powerful feat.

The changesin the rapids were many and dastardly,
But the worst change of all occurred at Big Nasty.

Steve Garrison—-AKA, "Aquaman”

The hole at Big Nasty--after the flood.

The bottom play wave, huge but quite friendly,
Was transformed overnight into a paddler's enemy.
A yawning hole lurked where paddlersonce played;
Once trapped in the hole, most eveything stayed.

SteveGarrison was aman of paddling renown;
Therewasn't a river he hadn't been down.

Three friends embarked with him that November mom,
To padde the" new" Cheat which had just been born.

Above Big Nasty rapid, Steve'sfriends peered ahead,
"Let's scout it—it's changed,” one of them said.

The three of them parked and walked down to see.
Seve stayed in his boat, a hero he would bel

While his friendshad sensed that something was amiss,
Steve paddied on down, brimming with hubris.

A picturedf confidence, as the bottom he neared,

But when he reached the last wave, he simply disappeared!

Steve'sfriends on the bank strained to see their king—
For some sign, for some clue, as to what was happening.
A boat tip whisked up, and the truth was revealed,

Our hero was being continuously cartwheeled!

A styrofoam seat popped high in the air.

Then the boat came out without Steve in there.
Swallowing water and seeing no light,

Steve was recirculated, totally out of sight!

Finally rleased, Steve crawled up the bank gasping.
He had bardy survived his terrible trashing.
Physically OK; wounds to his pride he nursed.

Of the hundreds to swim here, he was thefirst!

A humbler paddler, he went on to greater renown.
Big Nasty would not keep this good man down.
While e still paddiewith him anytime we can,
To us he will be known always as" Aquaman™!

Be a hero--send your epic swim story to Mac Thornton, Big
Swim Editor, 322 Tenth St. SE, Washington, D.C. If possible
send ona51/4 inchdisc, wordperfect 4.2 and include photos.
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EnD NOTES

Hang '‘em High!

by CARLA GARRISON

I'mtired of paddling withgeeksand I'm tired d paddling
withnerds. I'msick of running shuttlefor jokerswhonever do. I'm
disgusted with polluted rivers, I'mfed up with littered scenery and
I've had it with stolen boats and ransacked cars.

I've had all | can stand and | cant stand no more!

I'll bet alot o you fedl the same way.

Wil the time hascomefor decisiveaction. Thetimehas
cometotakethebull by thehorns. Thetimehascometo joinCarlas
Whitewater Vigilance Committee (CWVC).

I'm recruiting afew hard-coreclassVI boaterswho think
the way | do and are willing to take definitive action to save our
sport. Only thestout-hearted need apply. My cousin, Gary Carlson,
hasvolunteeredto be my First Lieutenant. Ourjustice shall be swift,
sureand terrible.

Well warm up by policing our own. Boaterswho fail to
live up to our standards. Those who need discipline.

Boaters who swim at the slightest provocation, for in-
stance. TheMark Spitzes of thewhitewater world. You know who
| mean; thereis at least onein every crowd. Theseare the turkeys
who turntotheSaf ety Section assoonasthey get thismagazine,even
beforethey read the End Notes. Thesear e peoplewho don't want to
diewith their boats on.

Takeit from me, reasoning with these geeks gets you no
where. It'sliketryingtoteachapigtosing. It wastesyour timeand
it boresthe pig.

So what's thecure?

Manacles! After thefirstswim d theday well chaintheir
anklestotheirfoot pegs. Thenext timethey flipwelll seehow many
timesthey try toroll.

Wheat's that you say? "But Carla, that's not safel™

Of courseit's not safe. Whoever said running whitewater
was supposed to be safe?

Hdll, if these sissies want to do something safe, let them
take up golf. Or bowling. Or barrier methods.

If you're like me, you've probably had some experience
with cowboys who cop out at the last minute on whitewater trips
planned weeksinadvance. Thetemperature dropsbelow zeroand
afew inchesd snow hits the ground and, all o asudden, they've
been givenan unexpected work assignment or their great aunt Ethel
diesand they haveto gotothefuneral.

Fromnow on welll tell them politely that we understand.
Thenwell check out their alibis. If they don't hold water aswell as
the Summersville Dam, CWVC will hunt them down and shoot
them likethedogs that they are. Or, better still, lash theminto their
boatsand shove them over Y ellowstoneFals.

Now what about shuttlemoochers? I'm not talking about
poor college kids or out of work raft guides. I'm talking about
$75,000 ayear yuppieswho havebeen boating for tenyearsand still
dont haveroof rackson their Honda Accords. You can bet they've
never tomopenanoil pan onarough mountainshuttle. Therearen't
any dents on the hoods of their cars.

Drag them! WEell trap them at some God forsaken take-
out and then tell them thereisnoroomfor their $1100 custom fitted
squirt boat with the original Andy Warhol graphics on our roof.
Well tiethat sucker onto the rear bumper and take off. Make them
dtinit. Hitevery rock and pothole.

Perhaps the most despicable whitewater offenders we
need todeal with are those pompous, holier than thou, goodie two
shoeswho writelettersto theeditors o this magazinecomplaining
about Gary's or my material. Thequestionis, should not having a
sensed humor beacapital crime? Much asit painsmeto admit it,
| suppose not.

In fact, | believeit might be possibleto rehabilitate these
individuals. And Gary and | are just theonestodoit. It won'tbeeasy
on us, but we're willing to makethe sacrificefor thecommon good.

If theculprit isafemale, sheshall be sentenced to anight
in atent with Gary, who can be very convincing. If itisamale, he
shall spend anight inatent withme. Theman hasn't been born that
| can't straighten out.

Now let's turn our attention to non-boaters. Consider
those pigsthat dump their old, worn-out appliances over theriver-
banks. Trying to convince these clowns to haul their garbage to a
landfill isliketrying to convincea dead groundhog that a pickup
truck hasfour tires. How will CWVC punish them?

Simple. Firstwe'll get theserial number off theoffending
object so my friend in the appliance business can feed it into his
computer and identify the owner. Next well goto their housesin
themiddle o the night and makeacitizen's arrest.

Then well take them out into the woods and stuff them
into their old refrigeratorsor stoves or freezersand lock thedoors.

Sounds a bit harsh? Hey, this is Carlds Whitewater
Vigilance Committee, not Amnesty International. No one hasever
mistaken mefor Joan Baez.

Okay... if youinsistwell drill air holesinthesidessothey
don't suffocate. And we'll let them out after aweek or two. Thisis
aclassiccased making the punishment fit thecrime. These creeps
expect therest o ustowallowintheir filth. Spending aweek locked
in arefrigerator should give them ataste o their own medicine.
(Though | doubt that they'll come out smelling any worse than
Gary's polypro.)

Sometimes whole communities need to be punished. We
al know d towns that dump their raw sewage into the river. It
shouldn't betoohard tosneak inat night and run asecret water line
from their outlet pipes right back into their water supply.

With the right recruits, CWVC will make those Earth
Firsterslook likeabunch d pansies.

And now let's talk about the worst element o all.

TheSOBs that break into cars and steal boats.

Here's my plan. Well park avehiclewith two new Danc-
erson theroof at some remotetake-out and then well hidein the
woods with Gary's shotguns and wait. We won't jump out and
surround them til they take the bait...that way there can be no
mistake. Wewon't even have to bother with atrial.

What arewegoingtodowiththem? Oh, | know that some
o youout therearebleedingheart liberals. Youll wanttoturnthem
over to the proper authorities. Noway! Thelocalswill let them off
too easy.

Now, Gary has alittle better idea. He wants to beat the
crap out d them.

But | say weshould carry it even further.

| say we hang 'em.

Hey, it worked with rustlersin the old West, didn't it?
WEell leave them swinging with signs around their necks that say
"Kayak Thief". Make an exampleout d them.

Wecan use my throwrope. | aways figured the damned
thing would comein handy for something.

Oncewestring abunch o themupand word getsout, | bet
stealing kayaksfor fun and profit will loseits appeal .

Well, I'm sure you can see that Carla’s Whitewater Vig-
ilanteCommitteehasthe potential todoalot of good. Soif you have
any more ideas or if you want to join, contact me through this
publication.

All applicants will becarefully screened and soon, if you
makethegrade, youcan bepart of my crusadetorid thewhitewater
scened dl that is unclean, unholy or, even worse, annoying. It will
be atough job, but when were through, welll havethe satisfaction
o knowingthat wehel ped maketheworld abetter placeto paddle.

Editors Note: The AWA doesnot sanction theactivities

of CWVC or anything elsethat Carla Garrison does.
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