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Don't look back.
There are places where it's just you and the river.
You've left your deadlines at the put in, Rush hour
gridiock has been replaced with tight drops.
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al T-300-KAYAKSS, ext. 107.
Amazing river machines
available.

Ask Tor a free catalog
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Beforeyou read another sentence,
check your ego by the door!

Areyousureyou've put it away?

Good. Becausethe subject of thisFo-
rum isthewhitewater difficulty rating
system. Itishard for metoimaginean
topicrelated toriver running morecon-
troversial. And it ismy impression that
thebasisd most o thiscontroversyis
the humanego.

At theonset let metell you, | really
hate thissubject. Theonly reason | am
writingabout it now isthat stepsare be
ing taken to modify the system so that it
will regainits usefulnessfor paddlersof
all levels, | amencouraged by what |
hear, and | feel obligatedtotell youa
littleabout it. . )

First, some backgroundinformation.
|l grewweary o listeningto my boat-
ing companionsargue about river ratings
severa yearsago. | amost never allow
mysdlf to be drawn into these discus
sions, whichareinevitably inaneand to-
tally unproductive. Whenisthe last time
you actually heard someone"win" one df
thesedebates? By “win" | mean change
the other person'smind. It never hap-
pens.

What's the point? Dol really care
whether Decision onthe Cheatisalll or
alv? Dol really careif Pillow Rock on
the Upper Gauley isalV oraV?Dol re-
ally careif Swallow Fallson the Top
YoughisaVoraVi?

Theanswer isno. Becausel know
theﬁeraﬂl dsvery welland | don't need a
Iﬁbel to help medecidewhether to run
them.

~ But, infact, there aretimeswhenthe
river ratingssystem doesmatter tome.
Fori nstanatéj@a I\(vhen | am down SOL%trr]] or|| n
Quebe, ingstrangerivers. Then
need the?ati ng s%/stem%o helpme decide

ud il

whether | want toattemptarun.  On
those occasions, when | open an unfamil-
iar guidebook, | need to know what they
mean by classIV and what they mean by

classV. | need arating systemthat is
consistent,sothat | will have someidea
what | am gettl ng myself into.

Every boater | know concedesthat
thereisaneedfor astandard system...
and that the current state o affairsif full
d inconsistencies.But, until recently,
there waslittle agreement on how these
problemscould be solved.

~ Let'slook at the someaspectsdf the
situation objectively. Perhapsthe solu-
tion to the problem will then becomeap-
parent. (Egosarestill checked at the
door, right?)

Consider thesefacts:
~ Boating skillsand equipment have
improved dramatically sincetherating
system wasdevised. Thereare more

boaterspaddlingdifficult whitewater

now than ever before, Whitewater that
wasonceconsidered impossibleisbeing
paddedeveryday. .

_ Thisraisesthe question, how can Ini-
tiation onthe Gauley and Big Splat on
the Sandy both be ClassVV?Can the North
Fork of the Payettebe put in the same
ClassV category asthe South Fork of the
Salmon?Thereisclearl I%/_an order of mag-
nitude difference, But thisisnot reflected
by the system, asit now stands.

Then thereisthe issue d guidebooks.
Asa conseguenced theevolutiond the
sport, older ﬁw debooksare oftensaid to
"overrate" the difficulty o rapids, while
newer guidebooksare said to"' under-
rate” them. Tosomedegreethishasbe
comean east/ west issue, since many of
older bookscover easternrivers, while
many of the newer bookscover the west.

_ Thiscreatesa potentially dangerous
situation. An easterner whofancies
himglelf aclassV boater becausehe has
survived the Cheat Canyon at threefeet
isinfor aterriblesurprise whenhe
climbson the Cherry Creek Section of the
Tuolumne. S

And atrue"CaliforniaClassV
boater", at homeon Cherry Creek, is
likely to be disappointedin the
whitewater on the Chest. )

Doesthat mean that westernrivers
areharder than eastern rivers, or that
western boatersare gutsier than eastern
boaters? Of coursenot. Trust me. | get
around. Therearetalented maniacsand
incredibly difficult rapidsall over the
country.

But oncea boater, eastern or western,
hasdecidedthat heisaclassV boater, he
will be understandably loathetorelin-
quish that distinction. Do wereally ex-
pect hundreds o boaterswho consider
themselvesto beclassV boatersbecause
they paddlethe Gauley to cheerfully
downgradethemselvesto Class|V sta-
tus?. Thisseemsrel atively unlikely.

Another potential problemwit
downgrading classV rapidsto classIvV
statusisthat it necessitatesdowngrading
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classIV rapidstoIIl, and soon. Cal it
the Trickle Down Effect.

Remember, although there arealot
moreclasslV and V boatersthan ever be
fore; therearestill probably fifty times
moreclassLII and III boaters. And the
rating systemisimportant to them, too.
Infact, it isprobably moresignificant to
themthanitisto more advanced and ex-
perienced paddlers. )
| recently had the pleasureof discuss-
ing thiswith Mary Shaw and Roy Weil,
theeditorsd the popular Canoeing

N_QLLhemAALajarggm Thisbook, first
published in 1969 and currently in its
eighth edition, is, by anyone'sstandards,
very conservative. But Roy and M
stand by their ratings, arguing that the
thousandsd classl, II and III boaters
who rely on their book need to know that
thereisadifferencein difficulty between
the Casselmanand the Lower Yough and
the Chest. ) o
I remember using their guidebook
morethan a decade ago when | wasa be-
ginner, and | think they areright. Roy
and Mary arejustifiedn their concern,
which hasal so been voiced by Charlie
Walbridge, that "' downgrading” rapids
and riverswill diminish the useful nessof
therating systemtoentry level paddiers.
Toreiteratéan important point, which
advanced and expert boatersoftenforget:
entry level boaters make up thevast ma
ority o river users, and they need to
now what they are capabledf paddling,
and what they can expect when they
move upaclass. y
So, haw can the system be modified
thatitisuseful toeveryone?
Thecurrent rough J)roposal ,whichis
making the rounds and seemsto be gain-
ing acceptance, isto maintaintheold
standardsfor Class|-IV rapids. Down
gradi nﬁ o easy IVs toIlIs and easy Vsto
IVs will bediscouraged. )
Instead, the class V rating will be ex-
anded to servethe needs, and, let's be
onest about it, theegosd expert boat-
ers. Mod likely the system will be pat-
terned after the one used by climbers..
ie. 51, 5.2, 53... €tC.
Presumablycurrent "easy" classV
rapids that were being downgradedto
classlV status by some, will beassigned
ratingsinthelow Vs And, if boating
skillsand equipment continuetoim-
prove, the Uﬁ)er rangewill increase.
How will the numbers be assigned?
Certainly gradient, river sizeand risky
features need to beconsidered. And it
goeswithout saying that the difficulty of
gcrf?pld isusually dependent on thelevel
ow.

Somequestions need to be resolved.
For instance, should the accessibility of a
rapid influenceitsrating?. And how™
shouldriversherated; by thelevel o dif-
ficulty d the most difficult rapid, or by
tgg evel o difficulty of thetypical rap-

[

'Finally,somedecisionwill haveto
madeaboUt the Class VI rating. If one in-

dividual hasflushed through an incred-
ibly dangerousrapid onceand survived,
doésthal meanitisnotaVI? Con
versely, if asinglepaddler perishesina
difficultrapid, in spite o thefact that
hundred d others havepaddledit suc-
cessfully, doesthat makeit aVI?

It hasalwaysseemed to methat the
class VI rating has moreto do with dan-
ger than difficulty. Theoretically,a class
V rapid could be extremely difficult, yet
still berelatively safe.. ie” user friendly.
Ontheother hand somerelatively "easy”
classV rapidsfeature dreadful siphons
and undercuts. If yourun them clean

ou arefine, but if you screw up, you can

issyour butt goodby. _

ut what I think isn't theissue, I'm

not good enough to makethese distinc-
tions. The new ClassV systemshould be
devised by acoregroupof expert boaters
who are paddling on the cutti cht edge, but
who also have a healthy respectfor the
history of the sport and the needs o oth-
ers. Expert boaterswho are ableto check
their egosat the door for the good of ev-
eryone. The AWA Safety Committee, spe
cificallyCharlieWalbridgeand Lee.
Belknap, are currently soliciting opin-
ionsfrom such experts, in hopesad reach-
ing aconsensus.

Certainly theexpanded classV sys
tem must be developed by ClassV boaters

for ClassV boaters. Theinput of ClassTiI
and IV boatersreal| %/ isnot needed in ac-
complishingthis, athough thetimem
comewhen asimilar modification will
introducedtothe Class1V range.

_ Hopefully this new ClassV system
will be refinéd soon, so that we can (J/ut
somed theendlessClassIV/ Class
bickeringbehindus.

Oh, I'm surethere will still beargu-
ments about whether Nutcracker isas.5
oras6 That'sinevitable. But at least al
the classll, Il and IV boatersout there
will beleft unscathed. )

Devising the new systemwill, no
doubt, requirealot o effort, patienceand
compromise. But thefinal result should
beworthit.

Bob Gedekoh

WHITEWATER

EQUIFMENT CATALOG
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LETTERS........

Whittemore... Not
Widdemore!!!

Hi Bab,

I've been meaning to writefor
months because thislittle error keeps
cropping up iInthemag. Now it hashit
aheadline (p.43 of the Nov/Dec issue)
aswell asseveral timesintheaccom-
panyingarticle...

he correct spelling isJESSE
WHITTEMORE.

Maybe hedoesn't care, but I think
he ought to get proper creditfor hisef-
forts, not misspelled credit.

Best wishes,

John Sweet

Mustoe, Virginia

Editor'sRepIh/, .
Thanksfor thecorrection. We had
madethis mistake so many timesthat
wealmost had Jesseconvinced that he
was spelling hisown name wrong!

Actually, Jesse had noticed it, but
wastoo gracioustocall it to my atten-
tion.

A SWEET ADDICTION

Dear Paddle Friends of AWA,

Whitewater an addiction? Yes, and

I'm an addict. Unfortunately | can't
addleevery day. Thebest medicine
or my cherished addictioniis, first,

your great magazine, then movies,
tapes, pictures, and more of AWA

hitewater. )

Thank youfor the hard work insav-
ingour rivers. If thereisanything|
candotohelp pleaselet meknow.

Tell Jonathan Katz and hisfriendsl
enjoy alltheir adventures. Keep up the

work!

| went tothe Gauley Fest 1994 and
had agreattime. The Gauley isafan-
tastic river. Will beback againthis
year.
Oh! And give Carla Garrison and
her he-man my best.
Hopetoseeyouontheriver,
Joesph Okoniewski

B.0.C.C. Bash

11l Anniversary

Burned-GutCanoe Clib

Cheat River Campground
Albright W.VA
Artl 14,15 & 161k



LETTERS

DAVE MILLS

REMEMBERED

Dave Mills took me, along
with Mark Huobbard, on my
first trip away from the

think as [ froze my feet off in
my Coleman slesping
wis "1 have to spend
more hours in a car with
t was slx Years ago.

Before a year passed he
would convince me of my
abdlity to boat the Gauley,
the river which took his life
kn October of this year,

Dave and [ bacame regu-
lar companions. As the
weekend drew near | would
dial his number and ask not
"Dia ¥ou want to go®", bt
“Where's the water?” His
van- one trip, mine- the
next. We shared a love of

miusic and eclectic tastes,
there were always new tApes
to discuss. In short; there
was no one [ would rather
travel or boat with, We
trusted ona another.
Boating will be different
in "85, Twila's will be quil-
oter, My beer will remain
upright at the takeout. 11
have to find the water my-
self. And my confidence will
probably sag without my

mentor.
I'll miss him.

Wayne, Michigan

- 800-367-3521

LETTER FROM

LOST PADDLE TO

AWA

Dear AWA:

Asg a member of the
American Whitewster AMlL-
ation, [ recently recaived a
letter dated December 3,

1904, [ was very surprised to

FAX, 704-488-8039

PADDLING GEAR (& MOREI) FROM THE EXPERTS

13077 HWY 19 WEST = BRYSOMN CITY, NC 28713

read the first page which
talked about a large rafting
company’s plans to bulld &
lodge inside the Gauley
River National Recreation
Area. The thing that was
most distarbing about this
letter is that It distoried a
number of facts and
breeches good communica-
tion. 1 would like to point
out a fow things that 1 be-
u};;eynurmmhﬁnmdm

bt g
nota com-
pany. Lost Paddie, Inc. is
owned by individuals in the
rafting business who main-
taln a separate structura
with a different mission.
Lost Paddle deals not only
with rafting companles but
is & landholding corporation
that deals in any real estate
venture, Class V1 River Run-
nors, Inc. is a rafting com-
pany owned by the same
Eapi&uum Paddle, Inc.

CASE have not seen
them, I'nmla submitted a
COpY nﬂmt Paddle's com-
ments on the Gauley Gen-
eral ment Flan.
Class V1 River Runners,
Inc.’s comments ware those
submitted by the West Vir-
ginia Professional River
Dutfitters Association. I
you would like a copy, wa
can send them to you,

The second disturbing
fact and probably the most
disturbing, is that our com-
ments wenre 2ant to a num-
ber of different river conser-
vation people in the private
sactor s0 there would IJ; no
surprises when the public
information came out. Spe-
cifically, a copy of thesa
comments were sent to Mac
Thornton and Rich Bowers.
Even though this mu:itm
necessary, we thought
this was good for keeping an

line of communication.
llitherewere guestions or
concerns, [ would expect at
least a phone call to clarify
some polnts,

The third point is that no
one asked us what this lodge
would be, It should be obvl-

oS 1o & that in the
short limited season of
the Gauley, 1t woiild not b

practical to bulld any type of

American H"i'l.fmm‘v March/April 1995

large lodge if boating was
tht only source of demand
for this service. What many
of you probably do not know
is that we purchased this
land a number of years be-
fore tha bacams @
HNatlonal Recreation Area
from out-of-state coal and
lumber interests. For many
vears prior to our purchase,
this land had been main:
tained as the Eoontz Bend
Hunting Club. A "”l'-‘iﬁ

this
Hmntsm:l Hunting Club.
If you read our commieEnts on
the General Management
Plan, you will ses that the
lodge would be bullt for
hun and boat-
ing. This hunting and fish-
ing has gone on at the
Koontz Bend property long
before it was a whitewatoer
river,

wr&mbuildammlflndp
that would cater to hunters
and mﬂMm:_an“u wulh-:u .
BOMe our
you mﬂmmu.u;anfm
Paddle, Inc.'s comments,
you :ﬂ s that we H :
port the protection vi-
gl mmaﬁummm
;zll_ﬁma m
further new road con-
struction shoubd be re-
gtricted from the visual cor-
ridor”. This 200 acres-plus
tract of land that we own at
Eoontz Bend has the Eoontz
Bond Cometery and the
Eoontz Bend Farm in the
center of the property. Most
boaters have never seen this
i haa? lnltpml:m Th as-
sumption
wonld b built *lthbd& ri-
parlan zone is simply an in-
correct assumption. In all
probability, the lodge would
be built at the sight of the
Kooniz Bend Farm.

Now, lot's talk about the
“intensive development of
Koontz Bend™ that your De-
cember Zrd letter referred
to. Dur plans at this time are
very long term, Financial
commitments presantly put
Laost Paddle in a position
where this lodge would
probably not be bullt for at
least five to ten years. It s
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however,our goal as privatelandown-
ers, toinformthe publicthat weintend
to maintain this property as private
ﬁropert for all recreation users. We
avetold the National Park Service
many timesthat we are not interested
in séllingthe Koontz Bend tract. We
have offered the saled our Woods
Ferry tract many times. However, we
cannot continueto makethis offer if
they do not act onthisinatimely fash-
ion. It hasbeenfive yearssincewe
madetheoriginal offer tothe NPS Our
commentson the GMPask the Na
tional Park Serviceto dea with access
asatoppriority.

AWA'is, o course, encouragedto
haveitsown opinion. It isour opinion
as privatelandownersthat wehave
been very good stewardsdf the Gauley
River Canyon. | believeanyone can see
we havebéen and will continueto be
better stewardsthan a coal and timber
company with New York ownership. In
the past, we have allowed private boat-
ersaccessacrossour land at Swiss,
Mason Branchand Koontz. We haved-
lowed river shufflesto operatefree of
chargewithall proceedsgoingto river
conservation. We havedonedl build-

ing of our roads with strict demandsto :'

the construction company that limited
impact onthevisual corridor beatop
priority. We have rerouted oned these
roads at agreat expensefromthemore
convenientlocation toa moredifficult
locationfor one reason only. That was
to kegptheroad hiddenfromthevisual
corridor.

11 believethat Lot Paddlehas al-
waysattemptedto keepan openlined
communication. Wedid not ex
to giveaknee-jerk reaction. What we
expectedwasthat you would giveusa

| and have communicationwith us
tofind out thefacts. We consider your
December 3rd | etter to bean unfair
reﬁresentatlon o our industry asa
whole. We urge you to pleasepublish
thisletter in the next newdetter or do
an editoria clarification. Wewould ap-
preciate the opportunity to do afact
check if youdoan editorial. | would
hopethat thisisnothingmorethana
misunderstanding.

Onabroader scale, weare con-
cerned about what we perceiveto bean
anti-outfitter tone comingout o the
AWA. Specificaly,inthisletter along
withaprior problemwehad afew
monthsagoand in somed the posi-
tionson the Ocoee projectfor construc-
tion d the$25,000.00 kayak venue. \We
believethe gégach you used inthis
December 3, lettér will hurt river
conservationeffortson the Gauley and
in Wegt Virginiain genera asother

rivatelandownersand other tradi-
ional userslearnd your stringent,

you |

strident and ne_gativeap%ré)rach once
riversare' designated” . Perhapsthis
ceivedbiasisonly that. | certainly
0. Webdlievethat if the AWA re-
ﬂ(l)%/ looksat the Gauley, that weare
theenemy. Thereare many prob-
lemsthat exist presently and will exist

effort among diverse user groupsto
savetheresourcefor the next genera:
tion.

If you haveadditional commentsor

uestions, pleasecdl. Wea so believe

the Gauley River Canyonis"anational
treasure. . . too beautiful to be paved
over."

Sincerely,

David H. Arnold

DouglasS. Proctor

Jeffrey A. Proctor

ManagingDirectors

AWA'S REPLY

| our lack of "good communication'; we

January, 18,1995
Dear Dave, Doug, and Jeff:

Our President, Risa Callaway wrote
toall AWA memberson Decamber 3,
1994 describing some whitewater river
issuesof concernto AWA. The {)roposed
Lost Paddlelod?e lanned for the
Gauley National RecreationArea was
?neof theissuesmentioned inthat let-

er.

Youcriticized our mentionof the
lodge, stating that AWA distorted facts
and breached good communication. You
made the following maj or points:.

11) AWA said that a largerafting
com anKIQIAanned tobuild alodgeinthe
Gauley . Lost Paddle, Inc. isnot a
rafting Company. It isa real estatecom
pany owned by peoplewho own Class
VI, alargerafting company.

2) AWA should havetalked to you be
forewriting to our membersabout Lost
Paddle’s plans.

3) Nooneat AWAasked Lost Paddle
what thelodge would belike. A huntin
and fihing built by Lost Paddlewoul
be better than other kinds of develop-
ment by other companiesbecauseLost
paddleisa good steward for theland.

4) Lost Paddl€e's devel opmentswould
not beintensive and would not beinthe
riparian zoneasweresomeof their ear-
lier developments. S

5) The Journal hasan anti outfitter
tone.

Asfor #1, wedid incorrectlystate
that thelodge was planned bya large
raft corr&pany. Wecould have identified
Lost Paddle; a real estatecompany
owned by peoplewho own a largeraft
company. Wedid not do soin order to
protect the anonymity of thoseinvol ved.

“many AWA members would

LETTERS
However, the separate corporateidentity
of your real estatecompany doesnot af-
Jsect our concernabout your plansto
ibuild a lodgeinside thé boundariesof
the Gauley NRA. Wedo not prefer devel-
opment by oneentity over another. In

I ; ist | iact, weasked the Park Service, inour
inthefuture that will need cooperative | comments on the Management Plan not

fo build Park Serviceroadsand devel-
opments inside the Gauley boundaries.
We advocatedevel opment outsidethe
boundaries, and urgeall developersto
resk opportunitiesto build lodges, {)ar k-
ing areas, campsites, etc. adjacent to,
but not inside of, the NRA )
##2. We pleadguilty for not calling
someoneat Lost Paddleto verify the
factswewerereporting. That would
have been the better course,and we will
do sointhefuture. However, wehad no
reason to doubt the veracity of Lost
Paddl€'s | etter to the NPS. Tndeed, the
_factsstated in your letter and quoted
verbatiminour letter appear to betrue.
Lost Paddl€e's |etter wasincluded in
ubliccomments to the NPSon the
anagement Plan. It seemsthat, despite

did not mistake Lost Paddl€e'sinten-
tions. Of course, we would liketo open
up a dialogue with Lost Paddleto see if
thereisany way that wecould persuade
Lost Paddleto shift its devel opment out-
sidethe boundariesof the NRA.

#3, Wedo not believethat a develop-
ment by Lost Paddlei s necessarily supe-
rior to development by others. Lot
Paddle Inc. hasalready developed a

r-
tion of the Gaul e

corridor inwaysthat
_ refer not
to have happened. It istruethat Lost
Paddleand Class VI haveengoyed gen
eral I?;good relationshipswiththe pri-
vate boating community. However, this
doesnot mean that the private boating
community applaudseverything that
Class vIor Lost Paddleintend todo
with landsinside the NRA.

#4. AWAdid not assumethat the
Lost Paddle development would bein
theriparian zone. We areawarecf the
location and awarethat the lodge will
beat a higher elevation. Thisiscer-
tainly better than developmentintheri-
parian zone, but it doesnot resolveour
concerns.” Intensive” is arelativet erm
Lost Paddle wascomplaining the Park
Serviceplan for thearea would not al-
low devel opment asextensiveas Lost
Paddledesired. Inthat sense, Lost
Paddl€e's development ismore™ intensive
"thanthePark Servicesaw fit and
more"intensive™ than wewould prefer
tosee. .

We fed that devel opment adjacent to
near the NRA but not insideof it isap-
propriateand, in fact, very desirable.

AWA sent Class VI a copy of our com-
mentson the Gauley GMP. Thosecom-

ArrHicanWhitewazerv- March/April 1995



LETTERS

ments supported the Park Service plan
with respect to thedesignation of that
areaasan"outstanding natural feature
subzone”. That still reflectsour views.
Tourist servicefacilities should belo-
cated outsidethat zone. We believethat
the preservationof a corearea, sur-
rounded by outsideservicefacilities,
would bebest inthelong termfor the
areaand for thetourist economy of
Nicholasand Fayette Counties.

ToturntheGauley corridor or parts
of it into a developed area with more
roadsand lodges, ezc. would destroy the
very reason that peopleseek tovisit'the
Gauleyinthefirst place. They do not
cometo the Gauley to stay ina lodge.
They cometo enjoy theriver and its
magnificent Canyon SCENEry. )

#5 AWA isnot anti outfitter. AWAIs
outfitter neutral. Weare pro-river con-
servationand anti-river de(];radatlon. It
doesnot matter whoisinvolved, govern-
ment agencies, outfitters, real estatede
velopers, hydro devel opers, other recre
ational users, fisheries management
agendes.. Whoever.

We believethat outfittersareanes
sential means for those partsof the pub-
lictoaccesswild riversand other areas
whichthey do not havethe skillsand
ability toaccessontheir own. Thisisa
useful service. But these businesses
should not dama%e, overdevelop,or com
mercializethe natural resourcesth
usefor businesspurposesor attempf to
exclude noncommercial visitors. Some
outfitters have damaged, probably be-
éond repair, the natural character of the

auley. Wedo not applaud that. Onthe
other hand, somehaveallowed private
boater saccesstotheriver through their
properly. Weapplaud this..

I'nour view, outfitters, liketherest of
theworld, area mixed bag i ntermsof
river conservation. Wework with outfit-
tersthroughout thecountry, and have
joined forceswith many outfitterson
river conservation projects. AWAappre-

| ciatesand admiresproconservation
outfitters, like CascadeRafting inGar-
den Valley Idaho, Adirondack River
OutfittersinWatertown, NY, and many
others. However, AWA o,c()fosesanypne
whosedevel opmentscould damage i m-
portant whitewater riversor degrade
the scenicand natural valuesof the
lands surrounding thoserivers.

~ Wewould like to make oneaddi-
tional point. The November 1,1994 |et-
ter from Lost Paddleto the NPS stated
that the purposedf establishing the
NPS wasto allow economicgrowth *'in-
sideand outsidethe boundaries’ of the
NRA. Wethink thisisa misreading of
the statutory mandate and the legida-
tive history which led to the establish-
ment of theGauley NRA. Thestatutere-
quiresthat thearéa bemanaged inac-
cordancewiththe national park system
organicact to preserveand protect its
resour ces. Congressman Rahall did not
statethat hefavored private develo,
ment inside the boundaries of the NRA.
Con%r essmanRahall hasalways
Sougnt t .
recreational opportunities at the
Gauley. Thedesireto attract tourismto
West Virginia wasa big part of the
equationwhich led to the effort to desig-

KAYAK CHILE

Manso and Futaleufu.
RAFT CHILE:

Combinati
KAYAK in northern Patagonia.

SPORT INTERNATIONAL

1784 Fax 403-633-6184.

The best international classIV-V kayak
trip on the Bio Bio, Fuy, Gol Gol,

whitewater and scenic tour of Chile,
Climb the Villarica Volcano. OCEAN

NORTH OF 60: Raft/canoe the famous
Tatshenshini/Alsek or Nahanni Rivers,

1602 Alder Street, Whitehorse, Y ukon,
Canada Y1A 3W8, Phone 1-800-779-

save alife.

on

| Zon

Calt for our
vishir hraafuaira
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t to preserve, protect, and enhance

River Rescue Clinic

Let river rescue expert Charlie Walbridge bring you up to date on
the latest safety and rescue techniquesin this hands-on two-day
clinic. From accident prevention to aggressive swimming and wad-
ing techniques, the focus is on low-tech effective rescuesthat can

Play Boating Clinic

Rodeo champion Chris Speliuswill show you the techniques
behind such acrobatic moves as retendos, pirouettes, and enders
while hel ping hone your paddling skills
on classIII and IV whitewater. This two-
day clinic is for advanced paddlers with
reliable rolls and go-for-it attitudes!

1-800-532-7483

Charlemont, Massachusetts 01339
s —————

natethe Gauley corridor asa NRA, but
the concept was not to develop thecan-

onor streamside |andswithinthe

RA. Theidea wasto usethat areato
attract peopleto Nicholasand Fayette
countiesand to .encouragedevel opment
of tourist facilitiesnear but not inthe
NRA. Wethink thisisstill agfood idea.

We hopethat this|etter will clari

our point of view and answer some
your guestions. We look forward to
working with Class vZand Lost Paddle
Inc. inthefutureinwayswhich will
protect and preservethe wonderful scen-
eryof the Gauley River which all of us

admireand appreciate so much.
Sncerely,
PhyllisHorowitz

iy 15-16

August 5-6
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Anita Adams - — M Th Located in the Heart of the
an omton i
Star Route 1, 5%346 66 Deer RUn ’ 223‘1| /212th 9%30050% New & Gauley Rivers
Eetmord wv 25637 Genaood NY 14069 be Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Ric Alesch Joe Grelner Tuscano Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
14262 West Warren Place 404 Stacy Street RD 1, Box 32 Patagonla, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Lakewood, CO 80228 Rakegh, NC 27607 Bolvar, PA 15923 Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
BIll Boker Bill Hildreth Charile Walbridge Nlke, Birkenstock, AND MORE!
2953 Bich Street 78 Beethnaod Street 230 Perbn Ple
Denve, C0 80207 Cohasset, MA 02025 Penn PAIM2 MNEW auf GAULEY GORGES
Pop Barrow Lars Holbek AWA OFFICERS
136 13th Street SE Box 63 President: Hisa Shimeds Cakyway
Washington,DC 20003 Cdamg, CA 95613 Ve President Rick Alesch
Secretary: Charie Walbridge
Lee Belknap Diana Holloran Treasurer: Jm Scott
1308 Maryerd Aane Route 1, Box 90
Gin Elen, VA 23060 Fairview Nh%gRoad
N

Risa Shimeda Callaway Reos
PO Box Joe Pulliam Phyllis B. Horowitz. Executive Director
Denver; NC 28037 P.O. Box 15(1)37748 P.0. Box 85

Hariman, TN Phoenidia, NY 12464
Tan Christopher (914) 688-5569
9L Union Street Rear Jim Scott Rich Bowers, Conservation Program NORTH AMERICAN
Leominser, MA 01453 3715 JorELnDSCreZ%tO l\i\év Director _ RIVER RUNNERS, INC
Bob Gedekoh ; 8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910 D On B55: Route 60, v Mile
Box 228, RD4 Pete Skinner Siver Sg)n'ng, MD 20010 East of US. 19 Intersection
Eizabeth, PA 15037 Box 272, Snyder Road Phore( 301) 589- 9453 Fax( 301) 589-6121

West Sand Lake, NY 12196
Susan Gentry
52 Abemak Pae #16 R Stewart
Asheville, NC 28301 P.0. Box 1337

Chatienoogg, TN 37401

Presents

Whitewater Dancer i
Thisvideohasitall! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos, i
Hotwave andhole surfing, Class Egrfeptlo n
V wipeouts, Tunes by World -
Famous Fiddle Master Papa SpraySkirt
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Minglm = Premium 3mm
neoprene
e Heavy-duty big
rand... extends over
cockpit for increased
abrasion resistance
and a dry seal
® Bright webbing
grabioon

How to Organize a Successful River/Qutdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of specialinteresttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-Fl stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and an
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

Highllghts of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork and
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for §1 9.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handlingto:

KAYAKS & GEAR

sl Supplierof the U.S. Canoe il Kayak Team
SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS er for a free catalog,

12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750
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The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

@r missionisto
conserve and restore
America's whitewater
resources and to
enhance opportunities

to enjoy them safely.

~ The American Whitewater Affilia
tion (AWA) isa national organization
with a membership consisting of thou-

sandsdf individual whitewater boating

enthusiasts, and morethan100local
paddling club affiliates.

'CONSERVATION: AWA main-
tainsa complete national inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishes information on
river conservation, provides technical
adviceto local groups, works with gov-
ernment agencies and other river us-
ers, and-- When necessary-- takeslegal
action to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure public
access to whitewater rivers pursuant
totheguidelines published inits offi-
cial AccessPolicy, AWA arrangesfor
river accessthrough private lands by
negotiation oropurch_ase, seeksto pro-
tect theright o public passageonall
riversand streams navigable by kayak
Qr canoe, resists unjustified restric-
tions on government manaﬁed .
whitewater riversand works with gov-
ernment agenciesand other river us
erstoachieve these goals.

EDUCATION: Through publication
of the bi-monthly magazine, and by
other means, American Whitewater, (

tion about whitewater rivers, boating
saf ety, technique and equipment.

5th Annual Western Carolina Rescue Rodeo
June 3, 1995 -- Wesser, NC

® Perception, /nc.
Rope Throw Competition
* Savage Designs Kayaks
Self Rescue Competition
¢ Nantahala Outdoor Center
Team Rescue Competition
¢ Dagger Canoe Company
Rescue Scenario Competition
* Menasha Ridge Press
First Aid Scenario Competition
¢ Silver Creek Paddles
Equipment Roundup
e American Whitewater Affiliation
Barbecue Dinner

For information, contact: Chris Bell, 7 Garden Terrace, Asheville, NC 28804 (704)258-8806

AWA,) provides information and educa-

Novice and open classes
Open and decked boats
Individual and team entry

PURPOSE... ... I

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling
safely, publishesreportson
whitewater accidents, maintainsa uni-
form national ranking systemfor
whitewater rivers(the International
Scaled Whitewater Diffi Cult%/)and
publishes and disseminates theinter-
nationally recognized AWA
Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting
events, contests and festivals to raise
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Ten-
nessee, the Gauley River Festival in
West Virginia (thelargest gathering of
whitewater boatersin thenation), the
Arkansas River Festival in Colorado,
the Kennebec Festival in Maineand
the Deerfield Festival in Massachu-
Setts.

AWA was incorporated under Mis
souri non-profit corporation lawsin
1961 and maintains its principal mail-
ing addressat P.O. Box 85, Phoenicia,
NY 12464, (914) 688:5569. AWA istax ex-
empt under Section 501(c) (3) of theln-
ternal Revenue Code.

Américan ﬂ?.juuunz.rv.'lfﬂrf"l April 1993
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Rocky Mountain Ou Center

10281 Hwy. 50, Howard, Colorado 81233
800-255-5785 719-942-3214

KENT FORD & BOB FOOTE_ |
ACA CANOE INSTRUCTOR
WORKSHOP

\

April 26-30, 1995

ACA KAYAK INSTRUCTOR
WORKSHOPS

April 27-30, 1995
May 18-21: 1995
June 3-4, 1995 Methods
June 26-29, 1995
July 17-18, 1995 Methods
July 22-25, 1995
August 14-17, 1995

peKrcep;cionB

Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team
Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 102 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.

Call today for our 1995
Paddling School Catalog and Schedule

We offer kayak and canoe seminars along with personal instruction and
guide service on the Arkansas River. We also offer ACA River Rescue
Workshops. Bring a friend and let us entertain them on a day rafl trip
through the Royd Gorge or with some real fun in an inflatable kayak (all
thrill, no skill!)

GET YOUR PADDLING SEASON OFF TO AN
INCREDIBLE START

KAYAK THE DOLORESRIVERWITH RMOC

The Dolores River is a magnificent three day trip in southwestern

Colorado. WEe'll descend through a 2,500-foot degp canyon, first in graves

of giant Ponderosa Pines, then along the precipitous red sandstonewalls.

The 50 mile run includes numerous moderate rapids, plus one of the

West's mogt famous/infamous drops - Snaggletooth. The RMOC crew

will carry your belongings on a support

May 4,5,6, 1995 cargo raft and takes care of all the cooking,

May 20, 21,22,1995 and well prove to you that being in the
May 28, 29, 30, 1995  wildernessdoesn't mean roughing it!

Perception
Wave PFD

e USCC approved

¢ Specially designed
for paddlers

® Huge armholes
for unrestricted
movement

e Angled zipper
for comfortable
and secure fit

e Knife patch

e Variety of color
combinations
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Deerfield
Victory!!!

NN
by Tom Christopher, AWA Director

New England Power Company
PioneersLandmark Settlement
Agreement

n October 5,1994, whitewater boaters, fisher

men, conservationists, government agencies,

and the New England Power Company took a gi-
ant step together to protect oned New England s most
important watersheds.

NEPCO, amajor re%ional utility basedin
Westborough, Massachusetts, together with twelveenvi-
ronmental and recreation organi zationsand govern-
ment agenciesjoined in an agreement that commitsthe
company to enhancerecresation, fisheries, and conserva
tion alongthe Deerfield River in western Massachusetts
and southern Vermont. In return, NEPCOwill havethe
support o theenvironmental and recreational groups,
and thegovernment agenciesin itsquest to secure a 40-
year licenserenewal from FERC.

The Deerfield River Settlement Agreement demon-
stratestheability of diverseintereststo cometogether
in goodfaith to balanceenvironmental quality, recre-
ation, fishing, energy production and other purposes
served by Americasrivers. The agreement ensuresthat
the DeerfieldRiver will be managed over thenext 4
yearsto improveresource protection whilerecognizing
thevalued hydropower asarenewableenergy re-
source.

Thesuccessful conclusiond thislandmark agree-
ment underscored New England Power scommitmentto
providingelectric power in an environmentally respon-
siblemanner, said John W. Rowe, president and CEO of
New England Electric Systems. It isamodd o theabil-
ity o industry, government, and environmental and rec-
reation organizations to work together on complex pub-
lic policy issues. This benefitsfish and wildlife, recre-
ational usersand theentire Deerfield watershedfor de-
cadesto come.

Theunifying objectived thesettlement negotiation
has been to maximizethe most beneficial mitigation and
enhancement packagefor thewholewatershedfromthe
headwatersin Vermont tothe Dearfidld River
confluencewith the Connecticut River in Massachu-
setts. For the past five yearsg resource agencies, re
gional planning commissions,intervenor groupsand

data needspertinent to the settlement process. The
American Whitewater Affiliation alongwith New En-
I gland H.OW, the AppalachianMountain Club, Trout Ur+
| limited, the ConservationLaw Foundation, American
| Riversand key federal and state resource agencies
workedtogether to devel opthe conceptsfor balancing
theresourcevaluesd the Deerfield River.

Theestimated net Erwent value (NPV) o thesettle-
ment negotiation packageisestimated to be between 27
and D milliondollars. Whitewater boatingflowsand
f)ther recreational facilitiesarevaluedat 32 milliondol-

ars.

AWA s conservationdirector Rich Bowersstated that
the Deerfield Settlement Agreement demonstratesthe na-
tional potential for restoring riversthrough the FERC
relicensing process, especially wherean enlightenedand
forward thinking public utility isinvolved. He continues,

New England Power isto be commended for the bold
initiativethat the settlement agreement represents and
hasto berecognizedasan industry leader withastrong
ethic o environmental responsibility.

Under thetermsd the Settlement Agreement, New
England Power will:

v Assurewhitewater releasesformtwo d itsdamsat
agreed upon timesfor kayakers, canoeistsand other
boaters.

¥ Providethe publicfree accesswithout feesor costs
toall nondevel oped river resources and non-devel-
oped project lands.

v Install fish passageat various sitesaongtheriver.

v Implementa program of wildlifeenhancements
within project boundaries.

¥ Provideminimumflowsand reservoir management
to protect aquatic habitat.

v Establishesa Deerfied River Basin Environmental
Enhancement Trust Fund tofinance future conser-
vationand educational projects.

¥ Grants conservation easements to land management
organizationson morethan 18000 acresd land that
NEPCO ownsto help preservetheland initsnatural
stateand to prevent private developmentalongri-
parian boundaries.

Thissettlement agreement isthefirst in the northeast
and only the second I n the nation in which an applicant
for afederal hydropower license hasreached suchan
agreement with a broad coalition o partieswithan inter-
est initsrelicenseapplication.

Out d the Deerfield relicensing process, New England
A_.OW wasborn, and with support fromthe AWA, grew
to establish itself asthe dominant advocacy group repre-
senting boatersand whitewater enthusiasts in the New
England region. What HLOW did wasto developthefirst
coalitionin theregionand began negotiating with
NEPCO asearly as1988. H.OW wasthefirst interest
grou;')]to reach an agreement with New England Power
and then participated in bringing other important inter-
ested partiesto the bargaining table to successfully
broaden the whitewater agreement to encompassthe
comprehensive settlement that waseventually devel-
opetf By doing so, New England A.OW s board d direc-
torsreceived the nationally recognized Outstanding

‘ others have worked to devel op comprehensiveplansand
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River Advocate Award in 1993 presented by American
Riverseach year.

Tom Christopher, ALOW s secretary and AWA board
member said, The best aspect o thisagreementisthat it
not only putsforward awholenew level o cooperation
between amajor publicutility and conservation and rec-
reational groups, but isalso setsastandard that other
relicensingscan strivetowards. Hopefully we can take
the Deerfield victory and show a balancecan be
achieved — ratherthan an adversarial postion—to utili-
tiesand natural resource agenciesin other states.

Thewhitewater release schedule puts 106 daysdf re-
leasesannually below FifeBrook Dam, aregionally im-
portant ClassIII run usedfor races, training, squirting,
and rafting from April until October.

The ClassIV-Monroe Bridge sectionwill also be pro-
vided with 32 rel eases during the sametime period with
most o the days occurring on every summer weekend
when good water i sextremely scarce.

Thesetwo outstanding boating resourcesvirtually as
surethat the Deerfield will become another world class
whitewater meccain the yearsto comeand will help
pump needed boater dollarsinto rural economy.

The Deerfield Settlement agreement will now befiled
with FERC, and the parties hope FERC will expedite
New England Power slicense on thetermsand condi-
tionsset forth in the Agreement. In many other hydro-
power relicensing cases pending before FERC, conten-
tious battlesar e being waged between utilities, environ-
mentalist, boaters and fishermen. ThisAgreementisan
alternativeto a potentially costly and protracted litiga:
tion processto reconcilethe various interest at stake in
theDeerfield River Watershed whichcoulddelay im-
provementsto the watershed indefinitely.

Congratulationsto al o theconservationand recre-
ational groups, to New England Power, to thefederal and
state resource agencies, and to everyonethat put in thou-
sandsd hours working together to makethishistoric
settlement agreement happen. Never hasariver sfuture
shined so brightly inthespirit of cooperationand inthe
named compromise.

Obed-Emory: Tennessee

The AWA submitted commentsin late January for the
revised General Management Planfor these Wild and
Scenicrivers. Particularly critical isthe needfor this
plan to address water devel opment projectson tributary
streams. If you would like acopy o these comments, con-
tact AWA.

Little River: Alabama

InJanuary, the National Park Serviceentered intoan
agreement with the AlabamaPower Company for the
saled over 8000 acres within theLittle River National
Preserve. The NPS iscontinuing discussionswith the
Stated Alabamaand Cherokee County for theacquisi-
tion d theremaining propertieswithin the preserve.

Big Creek, Chattooga River: Georgia, South
Caralina, North Cardlina
TheUS Forest Service, in chargedf administering

' HARDCORE!

Cdl or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.

Whitewater Videos

from

Genty Video Productions

Vertical Addiction - NEVW! A look at the addiction to
whiteweter through theeyesdo expert creek boaters. Festures
three creeksfalling at between 600 and 800 feet per mile.
Kayaksand canoes. 45 minutes............... $26.95.

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddling on some of the South's most
extreme Seep creeks. FeaturesLLittle River Canyon, Bear
Creek, Cullasaja, and Horsepasture. A S0, 50 foot Little River
Canyon Fdls. Kayaks. 45 minutes............. $26.95.

Southern Fried Creekin' - Adassc. Exploresomed the
wildest creekin' in the South with somedf the country's best
paddlers. Features \Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow, and
Mysery Cresk with 50-ft Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95

Green SUMMer - Steepcreekin' on the Narowsd the
Green. 500 fpm! 20 MINUEES.........coeeveeemne $21.95.

Send the pri ce indicated plus $3 shipping to: Gentry Video
Productions, 646 Deer Creek Trail, Hoschton, GA 30548.

WHITEWATER INSTRUCTION
VIDEOS

The Kayaker's Edge

This fast paced instructional video unlocks the secrets behind basic
and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing,
rolling and bracing. 58 minutes. )
"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

. Solo Playboating! .
Inspiring instructional video packet"with inforniation for open canoeists.
. 43 minutes.
"Entertaining..super job of presenting technical points. Nicely
paced...fun to watch.” -Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Take the Wild Ride!

A highly entertaining, Keﬁ instructional, look at the world's best
freestyle kayakers. Their aerial stunts are incredible to watch.

C-1 Challenge
Citizen Racer Workshop

inspriational, highly instructional.
only $19.95 each.

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $29.95

each T $4 shipping to: Kent Ford, Whitewater Instruction
Videos, 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 (303)259-
1361
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Hydropower Updates

Atthe end of 1994, and during the first months of the new year, numerous
decisions, meetings and policies were made regarding hydroelectric dam
policy, and river conditions at specific dams. Many of these will have long last-
ing impacts (30+ years) to rivers and watersheds, including some outstanding

CONSERVATION

much o thewatershed of the
Chattooga, has proposed a timber
salealong Big Creek in the headwa
tersd the Chattooga. Big Creek,
Oveflow Creek, and Holcomb Creek
jointoformthe West Fork of the
Chattoogaand offer somedf the
Southeast s best creekin . Thetimber
salecallsfor morethan 53 milesdf
new logging road construction and
will log nearly 5million board feet of
timber.

The ChattoogaRiver Watershed
Codition—atri-state organization of
sevenlocal, regional and national
citizens groups—filed an appeal
against thissale. Buzz Williams, ex-
ecutivedirector o thecoalition,
stated, Thefact that the Forest Ser-
viceiseven proposingthislarge, de-
structivesaleinthis particularly
sensitive areaisevidencethat the
Forest Serviceisnot seriousabout
itsnew policy called ecosystem man-
agement. ¥

whitewater rivers. Here's a brief update.

FERCCEQ S ON\S

CoosaRiver, Alabama

Inearly January, AWA staff met
with membersdf the CoosaRiver
Paddling Club, Alabama Power Comt
pany, and state and federal agencies
at FERC headquartersto discussfi-
nal flow requirementsfor the Jordan
Dam onthe Coosa. Not in atten-
dance, but deeply involvedin this
processisthenearby Birmingham
Canoe Club.

After 15yearsd negotiation, the

Perception
Horizon Line
Graphite

Paddle

)X(

Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 101 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.

1 B
perception
KAYAKS & GEAR
Official Suppler of the U.S. Canw and Kayak Team

e Craphite dihedral blade
for a stiffer blade with
a lower swing weight

¢ Redesigned backface
and tip pulls smoothly
through the water

® Custom options
available at no charge:*
e Blade offset
¢ Asymmetrical blade
e Hiflex™ shaft

* Allow extra time
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final proposal by the power company
would provide: six hours(6am. to
noon) of 8,000 ds. eachday during
April and May; 4000ds. asamini-
mum flow for therest o theyear;
and weekend recreational flowsoaf 4,
6 and 8,000 cfs. on weekendsJune
through October. Special rel easesof
10,000 ds. will bereleased on Memo-
rial Day, July Fourth, and Labor
Day. A special release will also be
provided for the annual CoosaRiver
Whitewater Festival, usually sched-
uledfor May.

The Coosaisalarge river, and

1 flowsare someti mesdeceptive. For

instance, numerous surveys indicate
that optimumwhitewater flows
rangefrom 8,000 to 13,000 cfs. The
minimum flow for boatingisbe-
tween 3500 and 4,000 cfs. AWA has
recommendedto clubsthat they
push for weekendflowsabovethe
4,000 cfs. range. As proposed, 4,000
ds. weekendsare minimal and may
not provideuseful boatingonthe
Coosa. The Coosa providestheonly
dependable, summer-timeflowsin
Alabama. Thenearest summer run
for local boatersisfiveor more
hoursaway on the Ocoee.

American River, California
Nature may be cooperatingwith
recent political shiftstoreviveoned

the biggest pork projectsever, the
Auburn Dam on California's Ameri-
can River. After yearsd drought,
Cdiforniarivers(andtownd) were
awash inflood level flows, including
some seven subdivisionsin Roseville
alongthe AmericanRiver.

Far acrossthecountry, in Wadh-
ington, DC, RepresentativeJohn
Doolittle(R-CA) hastaken over the
reinsaf the House Subcommitteeon
Water and Power, and hasvowedto
make amulti-purpose Auburn Dam



hi stop priority. Doolifflehasmen-
tioned that recent flooding reaffirm’s
theneedfor this$&6 million dam.

IN1992, river interests, including
AWA, American Rivers, Friendsd
the River and othersweresuccessful
in defeatinga'flood control™ damon
thisriver. At that timethisposition
washeld by longtimefriend o riv-
ersRep. GeorgeMiller (D-CA). This
"new" version dam would perma
nently flood some 8 milesd river,
including valuable and outstanding
whitewater sections d the Ameri-
can.

Oddly enough, recent floodingin
the Sacramento area had littleto do
withtheriver, and was not centered
over either the North or Middle Fork
of the American. Creeksand culverts
inlow lying areas werethemain
problem.

Penobscot River, Maine

In November, the FERC rel eased
its Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) regarding both the
Ripogenusand Penobscot Mills
Projectson the upper section o this
river. The Penobscot isthelargest
river basinin Maine.

Based upon earlier recommenda:
tions by the AWA, AMC and com-
mercial outfitters, the West Branch
below McKay station would enjoy en.
hanced whitewater flows, increased
from minimums of 2,000 cfs. to 2400
cfs. during the normal recreation
season. |n addition, under the second
alternative proposed by the FERC,
Great Northern Paper (GNP) would
release whitewater flowsinto the Up
per Gorgefor two weekendsduring
May. Thesereleaseswould run ap-
proximately1,000to 2,000 cfs.

Thisdrart also includesan agree-
ment between GNPand thelocal Fin
and Feather Club whichwill alow
Maineresidents, including boaters
and fishermen, free public accessto
theriver. FERC hasaso calledfor a
200foot building setback and a 100
foot vegetativebuffer around all
Ripogenusand Penobscot Millsim-
poundmentsto protect theaesthetic,
water quality and recreation useof
thearea.

AWA will continueto tweak this
documentin order toimproverecre-
ation and conservation issues, in-

cluding: restoration of the45mile
back channel Stheori?inal river
which currently hasflowsd only 2
toscfs); accessfor all publicusers
d theresource, not just Maineresi-
dents; and eveningflowsaof 1,800cfs
inthemainriver for diverseflow
conditionsand wider use by the
boatingcommunity.

Saco River, Maine

I nthe November/December Jour-
nal AWA reported afar reaching
fishery settlement affectingseven
damson Maine's Saco River (Hydro
Update). In November, FERC re-
leased a DEISfor this project, includ-
ingthe Bonny Eagle project which
affectswhitewater boatingin the
Limington Ripsand ChasesMillsar-
eas. Inaddition, the New River
Channel dryway (theoriginal river-
bed), providesintermediate to ad-
vanced boating at flowsjust under
3,000 cfs.

Inthis DEIS, FERC recommendsa
"barrier-free" picnicareafor Bonny
Eaglelsland, whichwould also pro-
vide accessto the New River Chan-
nel. A real problemin the past. Out-
sided improvingaccess, FERC rec-
ommendsno scheduled releasesinto
the Channel for boating, concluding
that natural flows provideadequate
whitewater opportunities. Flowsin
excessaf minimum boating needsoc-
cur approximately 40 daysthrough-
out theyear.

Pemigewasst River, New
Hampshire
Beaver River, New Yark

Diverseriver interests, including
AWA, New York RiversUnited,
Niagara Mohawk and othersare de
vel oping a settlement agreement
which would affect eight damson the
Beaver. Thisriver isatributary of
New York's Black River.

When completed, this settlement
will providefor reducedreservoir
fluctuations, increased minimum
flows(including scheduled
whitewater flowsat the Moshier,
Eagleand Taylorsvilledams),and
fish protection measuresat appro-
priatesites.

Thesettlement also createsa Bea
ver River Advisory Council which

CONSERVATION

will monitor changing river condi-
tions, and to recommend changes

over thelicenseterm. Finally, the
settlement createsa Beaver River

Fund to be used for environmental
improvements.

Nisqually River, Washington
State

Inagreat victory for whitewater
boaters, the November FERC-DEIS
requires Tacoma Public Utilities
(TPL) to providefour daysdf
whitewater recreation on theawe-
some Nisgually Gorge(see Septem-
ber/October Journal).

Finding that the Gorge providesa
"highquality" and " unique"
whitewater experience, FERC has
caledfor six hoursd whitewater re-
| eases between 810 and 1,000ds. dur-
ingthelast weekend of Juneand the
last weekend d November. In addi-
tion, FERC isrequiring TPL toin-
stall aflow phoneand to coordinate
with boating interests on how to use
existing releasesto improve
whitewater recreation.

I'n making thisdetermination,
FERC examined and rejectedearlier
accusations that boatingflows
would: provedetrimental to down-
stream fish; draw down the up-
stream Alder and LaGrande im-
poundments; cause TPL excessiveli-
ability concerns, and; cost thelocal
ratepayersexorbitant power in-
Creases.

FERC alsoordersTPL to createa
recreational management planfor
thegorge, includingimproved saf ety
signage, a permit system, and boater
limitations on rel ease weekends (100
boatersaday in Juneand 75 per day
in November).

Whileagreat win, AWA views
thisasonly onebafflein alonger
war. TPL hasprevioudly stated that,
evenif required to release water for
recreation by FERC, that they would
not — preferringtherisk o license
refusal toliability risk. AWA has
countered, given the number of riv-
ersimpounded by damstoday, that
most of theavailable summer
whitewater riversinthenationare
dependent on dam releases, and that
thereisnohistory of liability cases
regarding flowsfromdams. ¥
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Insde AMA s
Access Program
Part III: Navigability

Inthefuture, will paddiersneed
todolegal research beforegoing
boati ng?’?

Skill and equipment advancesare
allowing paddlersto boat smaller
and steeper streams. At thesame
time, therightsof boatersto navi-
gatethesestreams isbeingchal-
lenged, often by riversidelandown-
ers. Many times, theselandowners
arelarge, wealthy corporations who
want to keep the publicfrom enjoy-
ing comMmOn resources.

Theissued navigability liesat
theintersection of two competing
concepts. On one hand, the public
trust doctrineholdsthat certain re-
sources(air, water and lands be-
neath navigablewaters) areowned
in common by aAl citizens. The pub-

| lic hastheright to use, protect and
enjoy these resources, an interest
that isfar broader than paddlesport.

Ontheother hand, the notion of
privateland ownershiptheright to
do what you want with your land—is
acentral propositionto American
government and society. Riverside
landownershavevalid concernsthat
should berecognized, such askeep-
ingtheir property freefromtrespass
ingand litter. American private
property rightsaregenerally very
broad; they are adopted from English
Law whichisastrain o Roman Law.
Thefifthamendment statesthat no
private property can betaken with-
out just compensation.

Thecomplexity d theissueliesin
the need to balancethese two con-
cepts.

The Congressand Supreme Court
iswherethis bafflezoned ideasis
fought. Andthewar hasrecently
heated up. Billy Tauzin, Democrat
fromLouisiana, isaringleader of the
property rights movement (aka Wise

Us) and hasintroduced billsbefore
the House of Representatives—called

takings bills—that would require
we, the peopleto compensate (read
money) any landowner that thinks
that thevalue of the property wasre-
duced by asliffleas10%.Thetrue
muscleand clout behindthe seem-
ingly grassroots Wise Use movement
arebig extractiveindustries(min-
ing, grazing, logging) which arefed
up with regulations that detract
fromtheir bottomline, despitethe
fact that many providefor a
healthier, cleaner environment. And
what about theissued givings: if
thefedsimprovethevaued your
property, do you then owethem
money? _ _

Thiswar o ideas between private
and public ownership will, like
Bosnia, beoned attrition. Whilethe
AWA istracking thenational scene,
wewill be moreeffectiveat thelocal
level —river by river and state by
state.

CAMPING
CLIMBING
BACKPACKING

e
WRITE OR PHONE FOR OLR
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south this fall.

Costa Rica Whitewater '05

ostaRica isa kayakerss paradisewith
Class| to VI whitewater. Paddlingtime

isspent withasmall, sdect group of
paddiersonavariey of whitewater rivers—from
exciting classic higwater runsto creeks winding
throughan exatictropicd forest setting.

Comfortable, rdaxing hotd accommodations

and qudity mea sadd to an unforgettable Costa

Qr guides are experiencedinternationd paddlersand somed the best
whitewater kayak ingtructorsin thefidd. Inter-
mediate, advanced and expert tripsaresched-
uled for October, November and December of
1995. Experiencethewarmth and pura vida of
CodaRica in EndlessRiver Adventuresstylel
Le usintroduceyou to alifetimesworth of
paddling opportunitieswith us. Contact us for a
freecolor booklet about our 1995 CodaRica
adventuresand our North Cardinabased in-
druction program. Dont get left outin thecold!

Warmth
Mile-high Ender Spots
Tropical Paradise

Waterfalls » Small Groups
Class | iz VI Whitewater...

PO Bax 246, Beyson City, NC 26713 » Phone/Fax T04/488-6193
Wosldwide E-Mail, CompuServe T1604, 1240
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The Problem

Inmany states, noonereally
knowswhether it islegal or not to
boat certain rivers. Theright of
downstream passageisusually
framed by whether astream iscon-
sidered navigable, adefinitionthat
varieswildly from state to state—the
result d an inconsistent and confus-
ing body o statutesand caselaw.

Somestates have adopted broad,
expansivedefinitions. For example,
in California,ariver that isnavi-
gableinfact by small recreational
craftsduring some part o theyesr...
Isconsidered navigableby a growing
body of caselaw. Inaddition, the
Californiacourts decided that the
public hasaconstitutional right to
use and accessa navigable stream.
They taketheir playingseriously
there.

New York hasalsotaken apro-
gressiveoutlook: an August, 1994 ap
pellate court ruled on the South
Branch o the MooseRiver that pur-
suant tothe publictrust doctrine,
the publicright of navigation.. su-
persedes.. [the landowners] private
rightsintheland. Statessuch as
California, Oregon, and Montana
havealso seized the publictrust doc-
trinewith conviction.

In other states, werenot solucky.
Georgia, for example, hasa particu-
larly narrow interpretation: an 1863
statute definesa navigablestream as
one which must becapabled trans-
porting boatsloaded withfreight. On
somestreamsin Colorado, you are
not alowedto touch therocksor the
streambed. Think twicebeforeyou
boof. (Seesidebar for amore com
plete discussion of navigability and
stream bed ownership.)

S0... many of the casesthat nar-
rowly definenavigablestreamsare
old and do not takerecreational use
into account, an important com
nent d commerce. But what isthe
best way to accomplishthisreform?

In many key whitewater states,
thefated legal navigationisbeing
decidedin court. At present, how-
ever, thereisno coordinatedeffort
within the boating community to im-
prove boater srights. It sliketheold
wild, wild west. Thereisnolaw and
order. Somecowboy boaters, getting

thecourts. Sometimesthisisawise,
carefully investigateddecision. In
Montana, acoalition d interestsdid
extensiveresearch and wonan im-
portant victory. Other times, with
thinner legal and financial re-
sources, and in amorehostile judi-
cial environment, boaters havelost
critical lawsuits, setting a bad prece-
dent for river recreation inthose
states.

The Plan of Attack

AWA believesthat there are many
states wherearchaic statutesand
casesunfairly restrict the useand
enjoyment d publicresources. Many
states havelawswhich have narrow
definitions of a navigablestream
that are based on outdated tests of
commerce. Theselaws have not kept
pacewith trends in modern society:
the steady declinein commercial
navigation and the expl oding popu-
larity of recreational navigation.
Many states haverecognizedthis
trend and haveruled accordingly. In
the 1994 New Y ork decision, the
court ruled that recreational used a
stream (i.e. navigationinfact) isan
acceptabletest for commerce.

AWA s progressin the navigabil-
ity arenawill rely heavily on
grassroots, our local clubsand mem-
bers. Establishing and maintaining
good relationswith riversideland-
ownersgoalongway in pavingthe
way for legal access. The AWA will
continue to act asacentral nervous
system to the boating community by
servingasaclearinghoused advice
and information, helpingto coordi-
natetheactionsd individual boat-
ersacrossthe country.

Inthe near future, the AWA will
assembleacompletelibrary o cases
and literaturethat deal with naviga-
bility and theright of downstream
passage. Withthisinformationand
with our growing hands-on experi-
ence, wewill publish ahandbook
about navigability in every critical
whitewater stateto bedistributed to
the boating community.

We hopethat with thisinforma
tion, boatersand landownerscan
avoid hostile confrontationand can
recognize common ground, parrying
the need for long and expensiveliti-

busted for trespassing, are goingto y gation.
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However,in many cases, legal &-
fortswill be necessary. We continue
to provideassi stanceto ongoing ef-
forts (for example, in Georgiaand
Colorado). Downtheroad, we plan to
organizealegal team that will ac-
tively assist in getting astronger
ri %ht of downstream passagein akey
whitewater state. Thiseffort may in-
volvedefendinga boater inaright of
passagecase. Our effort will alsofo-
cuson trying to open publicroads
that get you to theriver. Inthe past,
the AWA and the Colorado
Whitewater Association(CWWA)
joined forcesto reopen county road
371that leadstothe put-in d the
Numberson the Arkansas.

Aswith any well-plannedlegd -
fort, the AWA will need to do exten-
siveresearch beforestarting, only
taking casesthat have a high prob-
ability of success. Thegoal istoes
tablish theright of downstream navi-
gation case by case, establishing
modelsdf success(like in Montana
and New Y ork) that can be dupli-
cated in other states.

~ & Service You
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%Cdl or write for afree
- catdlog d products
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ACCESS

Three Part Access
Program

Inthelast threeissuesd the
Journal, we havedescribed the
three headed gorgon of access
problemsand how the AWA
planstoday it. First, at access
sitesthat are privately owned,
the AWA will try to buy title or
easement to theland. Second,
whentheissued liability rears
itsugly head, the AWA will re-
ducethefearsd publicofficias
and privatelandowners
through public outreach and
will seek to reducelandowner
liability exposure by strength-
ening recreational use statutes.
Wewill play aroleintort re-
form and may decideto help de-
fend against unreasonableand
unfair lawsuits. Finally, we will
work —state by state—to estab-
lish stronger rightsfor recre-
ational use and downstream
passageon rivers.

Onceagain, the successd
our effortsdependsupon our
dedicatedvolunteers and mem-
bers. We welcomeany sugges

figt o bogt an the water dove the state-

(301)-589- 453y

The Wave at Alta Weir

by Paul Martzen

Many boaters withalocal river
haveatavorite play spot wherethey
might congregateafter work or first
thingonaSaturday. Many areas
haveariver or creek with access
problemsrequiring thefurtive put-in
and the hasty take-out. Fresno area
kayakers have a spot fulfilling both
categories. A singlewavewhereall
o uscansurf at oncefor hourson
end with only therisk of being cited
for amisdemeanor.

Interested?First, adescription of
thewave. It is216feet wide, stretch-
ingall theway acrossthelower
KingsRiver. Thearelarge eddieson
either end. At low flows, around 1,000
cfsthewaveisamellow green hump
only 6to8inches high and suitable
for novicesurfers. Asflowsincrease,
thewavegradually steepensand
breaks moreand more. At high flows
thewaveisonly afewfeet highbutis

intimidating in thespeed o thewa
ter and too steep to easily stay on.
Preciseboat angle can give a good
sideor diagonal surf but mostlocals
get washed off pretty fast above8,000
or 10,000 cfs.

If wecomedff the wave, wetry to
stick in oned several erratic subsid-
lary troughs whichreside behind
themain wave. If weare not too
tired we can usually makeit back to
theeddiesat either side. Failing that
akayaker isforcedtofloat througha
class1-2riffle for 50 yards, then pull
over and carry back up through a
pasture onriver right.

So, what can we do on thisswell
wave. Wdll, just sitting out there all
together issort o cool. Kind of like
group meditating; it there, contem-
platethe water spraying off the bow.
Sometimeswetry synchronized
surfing but you know how kayakers
areindependent sorts, and clumsy
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tionsthat you may haveonany
part of our strategy. ¥

too. Weve had sometimed races
acrossand back. | ssemtorecall the
best time being just under one
minute.

So now you know theattraction,
but what isthe hassle?Well, this
waveisformed by the AltaWer
whichdivertswater intotheAltair-
rigation canal. Ever sincel've
started kayaking in theearly ‘80s the
wave has been thefun, safe hydrau-
lic described above. Thisfeature was
created by theirrigation district
which poured many yards o con-
cretetoform asmooth gradual apron
below thewelir. Previousto the con-
struction of thisapron, theweir was
still good for surfing at high and me-
diumflowsaccordingto Tom
Johnson of Kernville. However, at
low flowsaround 1,200 cfs, aclassic,
river wide death trap recirculation
formed.

Accordingto theold Sierra
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Whitewater guide(by CharlesMar-
tin), two kayakerswerecaught in the
backwashand perishedin1972or 73
Loca reputation o theweir givesthe
impression that others besides
kayakershavedied thereaswell. So
far | have not been ableto determine
exactly how many havedied there or
when.

By 1975theweir had afiercerepu-
tation and the county passed an ordi-
nance banningany boatingfrom 450
feet upstreamd theweir to 300feet
downstream. The county passed sev-
eral other ordinancesat the same
time, regulating different sectionsd
theKingsRiver and banning naviga
tion between PineFlat Damand a
nasty gaugingweir a couplehundred
yardsdownstream. Whether the ban
on navigation stopped the deaths at
AltaWar ishard tosay; | do not have
good records. TheSheriffsoffice be
lievesthe ban has been effective.

Theirrigation district must have
thought differently however, asthey
decidedto changethe weir bﬁ adding
agradually sopingapron which

What's Up?

Water levelreadings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up” on Waterline!

Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven' explored
yet, may be "up™too! Find out for sure
where the best conditionsare by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure.

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, well fax
you everything you need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for
today's river levels.

WATERLINS
00-945-3376
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eliminated the backwash. Sincethat
change, | am certain, there have been
nodeathsat AltaWaer.

Sincetheearly '80s local kayakers
have had defacto accessto theweir
and havesurfedit onaregular to po-
radic basis. Thewaveisinfull view
d aroad onthesouthside but surfers
have never ssemed to attract any
public attention. On one or two occa
sionsapassing Hi?(hw Patrol of-
ficer haswaved at kayakersto get off
thewaveand the kayakershave pro-
ceaded downstream. On at least one
occasiona Highway Patrol officer has
observed kayakersand not inter-
vened. Several d ushavediscussed
what it might taketo get thelaw
changed, but since we had accessin
fact, there was seemed little urgency.

That changed on August 20,1994
when 3kayakerswere observed by
two young membersd the sheriffs
boating unit and water rescueteam.
Thetwo sheriffscameout tothe
shoredressedin lifejacketsand
equipped with throw ropesand res-
cuegear. They may havebeenon
their way to PineFlat Reservoir
when they observed the kayakersat
thewelr, becameconcerned and hur-
riedtotherescue.

When the officerssaw that the
kayakerswerein no obviousdanger
they seemedto hesitate. Oned the
kayakerswent over to theeddy to
talk and the officerstold him that
boatingwasillegal at theweir. The
kayaker protested, believingthat it
wasnot illegal and asked what the or-
dinancewas. Theofficersapparently
werenot sureand retreated tofind
out the specificsd theordinance.
Thekayaker returned out to the
middled thewaveand told hispart-
nersthat they might aswel continue
surfing.

When theofficersreturned, they
waved all three kayakersto theshore
and citedthemfor violatingthe
county ordinance. Theoffenseisa
misdemeanor punishableby upto
$00and 6 monthsin jail. Similar
boating offenses(motorboatsusual ly)
aretypically drawing$200 to $300
finesper personin the county court.

Thethree kayakershave plead no
contestand all chargeswill be
dropped if thethree boaterskeep
their nosescleanfor six months.

We hopeto persuadetheauthori-
tiesthat the AltaWeir posesno par-
ticular safety hazard to experienced
boatersand that it should belegd to
surf thedownstreasmwave.

Wewill document that theriver
featuresdownstream d the weir have
been safely navigatedfor the past 10
yearsand present no unusual haz-
ards. One potential problem istheup-
stream abutments, but kayakersare
only interested in thedownstream
wave. Weintend to createcharts
showingtheoriginal design o the
welr, therepaired design,and the na-
tured lethal and safe hydraulics.\We
have developed a strong presentation
whichwewill show tothesheriff, to
the county board o supervisorsstaff
and tothedistrict attorney.

| havealready spokento the sher-
iffsboating unit commander. While
hestates heisstrongly opposedto
changing the ordinancehe hasex-
pressed awillingnessto discussthe
Issueand toinspect thewelr. | am
hopeful that our argumentswill seem
reasonableand will be persuasive.

TheCaliforniaconstitutiongives
the FUbI icastrongright to navigate
public waterwayssuch asthe Kings
River. Thestate codesal so givecoun-
tiesand other publicagenciesthe
power to regul ateto someextent the
used waterwayswith reasonable
cause. Protectingthe publicfrom the
lethal danger d alow head damis
withinthecountiesright. It isthe
sameasrequiring adetour onahigh-
way when theroad isdamaged or a
bridgeisout. However when the dan-
ger isnolonger there, theroad,
bridgeor weir isrepaired, the de-
tour/portage isnolonger justified
and the publicsright to navigate
should take precedence.

Lessonslearned sofar? Well, it
usually paysto bevery diplomaticto
policeofficers,especialyif they have
cometo rescueyou! Greater diplo-
meacy at the welr might possibly have
forestalled thecitations.

If we had taken thetimeyearsago
to pull together all our informationto
|obby the powersthat be, we may
have already been ableto changethe
ordinance. If that had happened |
would not bewriting about an access
problem. | would just beannouncing
the5th Annua AltaWaveRodeo! ¥



ACGESS

UPDATES

Thexenotesare designedto givean
oveview d accessissuesand AWA sef-
fortsfrom around the country. Please
cdl or write ANA s Acoess Programif
you have informeationabout accessto
whitewater rivers. ANA AccessPro-

gram
1430 Fenwick Lane
Silver Spring, MD 2810
(301) 5309453
(301) 58%6121 (fax)
e.mail: 72732.401@compuserve.com

MountaineeringFeesin
Denali

Starting in 1995, climberson
Mount McKinley and Mount Foraker
in Denali National Park and Pre-
servewill becharged a”Mountain-
eering Program Fee'" o $150 each.
The National Park Service(NPS) has
backed dff onitsinitial proposal to
subsidizesearch and rescue (SAR)
activitieswith thisfee Originaly,
the NPShad proposed a$500fee be:
cause d the high costsincurred by
thehighlevel of SAR services pro-
vided at Dendli. Other park usersare
not required to pay $150for ranger
stations, patrols, and educational
materials, prompting many climbers
toargueagainst thisasadiscrimi-
natory" fee.

Thisdecisionisconsequential for
boaterswho arefamiliar with along
history o discriminatory feeson
river resources. Theoriginal study
which produced thisfinding also
mentioned the need for feesto ad-
dressSAR costsfor back-country
hikersand whitewater boaters. Of
immediateconcern areriverswithin
other national park systems.

Great Falls
Maryland, Virginia, D.C.

InJanuary, the AWA met with the
new sitesupervisor o the Great
FallsNational Park in Virginia. In
the near future, the AWA will help
the Park Service with awhitewater
boatingexhibit intheir visitor scen-
ter and will discuss new guidelines
for running thefalls.

The RiverWave BBS
J03-2

The Only Computer Bulletin Board System Dedicated
to the Paddlesport Community!

" FREE Classifieds, Demo Access, & E-mail to All Callers. FREE 30-Day Membership!
All linesare 14.4 V.42, PO Box 2741, Durango, CO 81302( Voi ce) 300-259-3184

FUTAFUND

for the preservation of the Futaleufu River in Chile

Find out Online how you can help the FUTAFUND, a not-for-profit group.
@, write, ca#, or fax the FUTAFUND

PO Box 4536 Modesto, CA 95351 PH: 209-572-FUTA, FAX EEESI2ESST
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Complete your whitewaterlibrary withan AWA publication
|
AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Risk—The Concer ned Citizens

Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage)

. LIt ) : Guideto Hydropower
*Revised listing of everywhitewater river

ByJohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard

nationwide _ Roos-Callins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90
*River mapsfor all U Srivers _ postage)

*Incl ud_esmlleage,aqceﬁpol nts, ratings ¢ A sudy of whitewater's most seriousthreat
TheRiversof Chile AWA Safety Codes

By LarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage)

. . : 1-99$.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.15
e A guidetomorethan 20Chileanrivers

eTheoriginal criteriadf boating safety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

It's not how good you paddle... it's how good you look!

PATCHES
DECALS
POSTERS

ARSI
AWA T-shirts available in M,L, XL unless noted (postage$2.90upto2s ",.m
AWA Logo: $10SS; $1250LS(SSinM & L only
b The Wilder the Better: $10SS; $1250LS
Bold Look: Closeout Medium on
B Super Heavy, Super Sized T-shirts (M,L,XL)..

AWA River Caps: $10 (postage $1

AWA Embr0| dered Patches
AWA Waterproof Decals: $.50
Rodeo World Championship Posters $6 (postage $1)
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Big Sandy Creek: Wesdt
Virginia

The AWA isinthe processdf ne-
gotiatingalicense with the Allegh-
eny Power Company to provide bet-
ter parking facilitiesat the put-in of
thisgorgeousrun. Allegheny Power
ownsmuchdf theriparianland
aongtheBig Sandy and Cheat
River.

JarvisCreek: Alaka
JarvisCreek isaglacierfedriver
flowing north out of theeastern seg-
ment o the AlaskaRange. Fromthe
confluence of McCumber Creek,
Jarvis Creek Canyon contains one of
theclassicwhitewater runsinthis
state containingfivemiles o con-
tinuous Class 1V water with three
ClassV rapids. Theput-infor the
whitewater involvesdrivingthe Old
Coa Mine Road to itsintersection
withthefour miletrail that follows
Sargent Creek To Jarvis Creek.
TheAlaskaDept.  Natural Re
sources (DNR) hasleased the mining
rightstoacompany that plansto ex-
tract cod inthewatershedd Jarvis
Creek. The proposed minewould dis
rupt thelocal environment and
could interfere with publicaccessto
this creek and surrounding areas.

Gore Canyon: Colorado

The AWA iscontinuingitsefforts
toestablish alegal put-infor this
ClassIV-V run downstreamd the
Highway 9 bridge. Restoringaccess
onthe North side (the best put-in
that lies just abovethe mouth o the
canyon) at thissitewill be highly un-
likely for several reasons, not the
least d whichisthat theowner of
the Grand River Ranchisoned the
most powerful landownersin Colo-
rado.

At present, BLM isnegotiating
with the Eagle PassRanch to pur-
chaselandsat the put-in by the
confluenceaf the Blueand Colorado
Rivers.

Green River: Washington
TheGreenisoned the most
popular runsin Washington State
(ClassII-IV). Oned thetake-outsis
privately owned by the Green River
Gorge Resort. I nthe past, they have
allowed boatersto usethissite. How-

ever, probably becaused two recent
deathsat thesiteand other prob-
lemsfromtrespassers, the GorgeRe-
sort closed accessviaagatethis past
spring.

Accordingto anon-profitorgani-
zation called Friends o the Green,
the State Department o Parksand
Recreation approachedthe Resort

for sale, but had nosuccess. The

Overflow

¢ Superior -Lafat
maneuver . '|_ I wehilewvalis
ability aned 1 | npirm
control | B Tkl et

o | ots of \ | raaneierabla
volume - H I|I » Sy pEy
roomy and 1
bouyant

& \ust add w, ar

© Just add

—fFor twordecades we've-beenr the-workdHeader in-wihtbewater
kayaks. And now, the company that hasboatsfor everyonefrom the
most enthusiasticbeginner to the hottest rodeo paddler, bringsyou three
of the coolest new river machinesto hit the water.

KAYAKS & GEAR
SO S [ ——

Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 104 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.
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ACCESS

AWA isinvestigating waysto work
withlocal boaters to secure perma-
nent accessat thissite.

White Salmon River:
Washington

AWA continues to help the Forest
Serviceobtain thefundingfor the
purchased lands within the Wild
and Sceniccorridor o thisClassII-

Super

Sport

* AiyTIne
Arit-Shape
B e i
Ireeakyle
e

» Dished out
stern for
squirt moves




ACCESS

V river. Onecritical parcel (at BZ

Corners)istheonly sitethat affords (301) 746-5389

accesstotheriver. Thanksto every- Second skin Pile®

onewho wrotelettersto Congress. tights, vests, and
ThePresident s Budget should be one-piece suits i

releasedin early February, and early
reportssuggest that the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)—
the programthrough which money
|s propriated to states and thefed-
agencies(Forest Service, BLM,
FISh and Wildlife)for the purchase
d land—will continueto exist at cur-
rent levels. What happensto the bud-
getonceit arrivesin Congressisan-
other story. The AWA hasjoined a
coalitiondf conservation groupsto
heighten awarenessfor the LWCF
and specifically for lands needed for
river accessand conservation. Y

e —
NORTHEAST BOATERS
Call for Fish Creek levels.

Weare Central NY’s ONLY fully

stocked whitewater store.

Per ception Mountain Surf
New Wave Sdewinder
Dagger K okatat
Prijon Extrasport
Wave Jports NRS

Mad River Thrillseeker

Telemark and Backcountry ski specialist
Climbing equipment and instruction. Ask about
our indoor climbing wall.

NORTHERN OUTFITTERS
INC.

(315) 768-1568
587 MainSt., New York Mills, N.Y. 13417

7
\(_mm s”@ Manufacturedin the @

United States by Mountain Surf, Inc.

Livomak Te

-1.—

Innovation
Service

"Upper Yough"
Riverside Shop
P.O. Bax 70
276 Maple Street:
Friendsville, MD
21531

call for
 Free Catalog

(g )

=)

Sea Your Paddle Dealer
Or Call

205-882-2221

chnalogies 2327 Drake Ave. §W, od Humisviile, 4L 38808
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An eight-laneinterstatehighway
(knownasthe"beltway")encircles
thenation'scapitallikeamonstrous
snake,separatingthenoxious
infernoofpoliticsfromtherestof
thenation. Thepopulacepeersin
withan attitudeofbewilgered
dismay.Meanwhile, politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V.newscasters,
lobbyists, lawyers, thieves,
reporters,muggers,govermnment
contractors,drugaddicts, andspies
formacacophonous Towerof
Babel.Atthecenter,grippinghis
newContractwithAmericalikethe
SwordofGehghisKhan, Newt
Gingrich,newlyenthronedSpeaker
oftheHouse,announcesagradiose
strategytotransformtheplanet.
Undetrredbythishorrificscene,
alertwhitewaterboaters,trapped
deepinsidethebeltway,carefully
filterthepandemoniumtoreporton
anythingandeverythingaffecting
whitewaterrivers.

g
It s not just that Congress put
Sonny Bono in charge of Federal tax
policy and then told him to loan $40
billionto Mexico.

It's not only thefact that aguy
named after alizard became Speaker
d the House, took out a contract on
America, publisheditin TV Guide,
proposed shipping our kidsdf toor-
phanages, and announced that men
should handleall hand-to-hand com-
bat becausethey aregenetically de-
signed to hunt giraffesand cansitin
foxholeslonger than women. Women
get infectionsinfoxholes, the
Speaker said, but menarebasicaly
"little piglets" who enjoy mud.

It's not that the Speaker's mother
callsHillary Clintonabitch every
timeajournalist drops by the house.

Itsnot eventhefact that the U.S
Surgeon General got kicked out of
Washingtonfor recommendingthat
teenagerslearn how to masturbate
in school to avoid getting A.LD.S. or
wartson their hands.

It's morethan thefact that one
Member of Congress, Ken Calvert (R-
California) got reelected by alarge
margin after being caught by the
CdiforniaHighway Patrol infla
grant delictowith a prostitutein the
back seat of hiscar, parked onthe
freeway shoulder. Hewas" stressed
out" by thegridlockin Washington,
hetold the press, and needed quick
relief. Voters bought the story.

It's morethan any onething. It'sa
pattern. Thereisdefinitely some-
thingweirdinthewater.

Sure, Congresshasawaysbeena
bit kooky. But it used to bea differ-
ent kind of kooky.

About 20 years ago, Wilbur Mills,
thestolid 5foot 2 bespectacled Chair-
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Miore anformation, registrationforms, and dinner
reservations contact:

Susan Wilson- Gentry

62 Albemarle H. #16

Asheville, NC 28801

Home: 704-258-3836

Freestyleevent for Kayaks, Squirt Boat s,
(=1, mrid Open Canoes. Famous

Ma® ar Rubber Downriver Raft Race.

Lats of volunteersareneeded for thisevent.  you
wildlliketo volunteer, pleasecall Susan. A kayak
will bw; Faffted OIT to our volunteers. ThisiE aAWA

Pund rilser.
Friday, June9, 7:00pm - 10:00pm

Hegstration- Al competitors: Location - NOC Ocoee

%0 EEGISTRATION AFTER TH STIVE!!
Batmrday, June 10, 9:00am

Campetitors Meeting/Bib Pickup: Location - Hells
COMPETITORS MUST

Huode Competitors area ALL ;
ATTEND. Preregisteredcompetitors cansign

walvers atthi s time. Preregistrationsmust be post

markeed by June 1.

Satarday, 9:30am - )
Torpedo - Squirt Boet competitionbegins.
(classorder: Jr., Int., C-1, Exp. K-1)

Saturday, 9:30 am )
HellsHole- Open Canoe competitionbegins.

Saturday, 12:30pm -
HellsHole- Preliminary HoleRiding competition
begins. Classorder

12:30pm 3:00pm

Jr. Exp. K-1 Women
Int. K-1 Women Exp. K-1 Men

Int. K-1Men Duckie/Sit on Top
C1

y e m:.‘:murv March/April 1995

DATES; Setrdayand Suncsy,
re 10ad 11

WHERE: Ocoee River:
Ducktown, TN

LELF 1 . ;
fes, SR

Saturday, 7:00pm
Dinner/Party/Auction: NOC Ocoee Outpost
Sunday, June 12, 9:00am
Put-in; Raft Raceregistration
HellsHole: Finishpreliminaries
squirt finds
Open Canoefinals

Sunday, 1:00pm )

HellsHole: Expert C-1firds
Expert K-1 Women finals
Expert K-1 Menfinals

Sunday 4:00pm
Awards, HellsHole

Photos by Sandi Loftis
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Wherever yo

To being the best in the world?! Eric
Jackson's did. And we helped by design-
ing the boat he paddled-the Transition.

So if your dreams involve flying head-
over-heels play-paddling in controlled
chaos, you need a Transition. It placed
first and second in the World Whitewater
Rodeo Championships. Why? Because it
was designedto go to new levels:

¢ The low volume bow catches quick-
ly to initiate "retendo" moves and
slices free to avoid pearling during a
wild surf.

* The low volume stern carves out the
turns and performs smooth vertical
moves.

W Fle

u dream to go.

* The midsection enhances sidesurf-
ing and the higher volume helps
hold you in the hole.

But the Transition is designed to be
more than a rodeo boat. It's playful and
responsive demeanor fits many surround-
ings. Surfing and playing on your "neigh-
borhood" waves feels as sweet and easy
as the champions make it look. The way
you dreamed it should.

We know that if you're a kayaker
your dreams take you many places. No
matter where you dream to go paddling
you'll definitely want a Dagger boat while
you're there!

Want to know more? Our catalog is
free and our new video is $5.

Dagger.

Harrirnan, TN 37748
615-882-0404
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FRIENDS OF CHEAT OUTLINES GOALS

by Dave Bassage

~ "TheTimes..they areachangin™
in Northern West Virginia. Erien
,awatershed organization,

hasformed to spearhead thedriveto
restore, preserve, and promotethe out-
standing natural qualities of the Cheat
River watershed. The primary objec-
tived FOC istofoster cooperativeef-
forts by Federal and State agencies, pri-
vateindustry, and local landownersto
addressthe Severeacid minedrainage
problemsthat paint the Cheat Canyon
orangeand render it virtually sterile.

ther i ssues on theagendainclude
cosponsoringthe Cheat Riverfest May
6, coordinating theannual Cheat
cleanup, completinga Preston county
systemstream survey to biologicaly
evaluatethe health @ Cheat tributar-
ies, monitoring new industries, and en-
couragingthe establishment o alocal
economy based on environmentally be
nign busi nesses. ,

Al this presentsaformidablechal-
lengeto afledgling organization, but
initial support has been strong. New at-
titudesonthe part d the coal industry
and renewed resolveby regulatory
agenciesoffer fresh hopetoariver
some'' experts’ gaveup asirretriev-
ably des I_o_ré? ago. _

heinitial impetusfor Friends o
the Cheat wasthe blowout at T&T
Cod's #2 mineon Muddy Creek in
April o 1994. Thedramatic increasein
acidand iron oxidelevelsin the Can+
yonwasimmediately noticed by river
users. Thelocal newsmedia picked up
thestory. .

Wes Virginias Divisond Envi-
ronmental Protectionfound T& Tto be
inviolation, issued a cessationorder,
and fined the company $750 per day un-
til they brought the phlevelsuptoan
acceptablelevel. T&T initially chal-

lenged the DEP action, claimingthat
theacid water wasactually entering
their minefrom an adjacent abandoned
mine. The DEPheld firm,and the
founding membersd FOC, alongwith

COMING MAY 6, 1995...CHEAT RIVER FESTIVAL

ark your calendars now for
thefirst-ever Cheat River Fes
1 tival dated for May 6,1995.
Joinfellow paddlers, river activists,
and thelocal community for afull-day
d fun and fellowshipatthe confluence
d Muddy Creek and the Cheat Riverin
AIbrlgh ,W.VA. Comeand celebrate
the Cheat River and help raisefunds
for restoration effortsin the Cheat wa
tershed - all in oneday!
Daytimeactivities includea Cheat

Narrows Downriver Race, Whitewater

Asiarion Hi‘l.;truumv March/April 1988

Weg VirginiaRivers Codlition, Moun-
tain StreamsMonitors,and Down-
stream Alliancefiled asintervenorsin
thecasein support o the State.

_ Theday beforethe scheduled hear-
ing, T&T reached a settlement with the
state, effectively taking full responsi-
bility for treatment at thespill siteand
agreeingto pay all associatedfines. An
ammoniatreaiment g/stem isin place
toraise phlevels, and several small
settling ponds have been constructed
to removesediment, primarily iron.

Unfortunately, thereisinsufficient
area betweenthe sourced the spill
and M Creek to build pondzgég
enough to'handlethe volumed sedi-
ment still being dlschargied, Solarge |
quantities d iron arestill findingtheir
way into the Canyon. FOC isinvolved
in researching alternative treatment
systemsto solvethis problem.

_Althoughsolvingthe T&T problem
still requiresalot o attention, FOCis
trying tolook at the bigger pictureand
pursue acomprehensive plan to attack
acid minedrainage (AMD) problems
throughout the watershed.

AV isa hot topic with various

enciesthesedays. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the Office of
SurfaceMiningareformingnew alli-
ancesto deal with the problem and
eventhe Corpsd Engineershasex-
pressed interest in becominginvolved,
now that big dam projectsareout o fa
VOr.

Cod operatorsare shiftingaway
from opening new mines, especialyin
acid producingareas, and moving into
thereclamation business. Anker En-
ergy, whose president hasa homeon
Cheat Lake, Issupportingthe Friend's
d the Chest by providing generators
and partial fundingfor the Cheat
Riverfest. o

Patriot Cod, asubsidiary of
Anker, has pledged to " adopt a
stream” in the Cheat Watershed and
invest their money, equipment,and ex-

Triathlon, and Guide Olympics.
Eveningeventswill beginat with
asilentauction, whitewater gear sales,
gear swap, and rafflestopped off with

food and local music. Conserver
tion groupsand community organiza:
tionswill provideeducational booths
to inform Festival-goersd river and
community iSsues.

By specid arrangement therelease
on the Upper Yough Wl behdd earlly,
from811, so that Upper Yough paddlers
Wl havetimeto cometo thefestival.

pertise to abate acid minedrainage.

Thismay includeintroducinga
new technology, incorporatingthe use
d alkalinefly ash produced by somed
the newer, cleaner, e plants. Alka
linefly ashformsa concretelike sub-
stancé when mixed with water and
show promiseasa meanstoisolate
highly acidic substrat and overburden
fromthewater. o

FOC isalso coordinati ngeffortsb]g'{
other groupsin the watershed. CLEA
aCheat L akeorganization, iscon
cerned with water quality and AMD is
sues affecting Cheat Lake, alongwith

deve o%i ng public accesstothelake, a
gubllc eaCh, primitive campsites, and
iking trails. DownstreamAlliance

has partially completed astudy o all
the streamsin Preston County to deter-
minetheir respectiveability fo sup-
port life.

FOC plansto help DA complete
their study, which will provideva u-
ablebaselinedata. The Wed Virginia
RiversCoditionisactively pursuing
federal protectionfor the headwaters
o the Cheat and |sco§&0?son ngthe
Chest Riverfest with . AWA'is
&f)nrkl ng on accessissuesonthe Big

hopesto coordinateall these
effortsand moreinto acomprehensive
watershed management plan. Theide-
alistsinthegroup envisionaclear
flowingwatershed teeming with fish
and wildlife, with mountain biketrails
through the Canyon and crosscountry
ski trailsin thewinter.

Tothis point muchd theeffortsd
FOC haveinvolved organizational and
information gathering activities.
Thereisan incredibleamount d work
to bedoneif areal differenceisto be
made, butalot o Peoplecareand
many arewillingto direct their ener-
giestowardsmakinga positivediffer-
ence.

Membershipsin Friendsd the
Cheat are $0for oneyear and can be
sent to FOC, PO Box Bruceton
Mills, wv. 26625, If you want further
information, or want to volunteer your
timeor expertise, contact Dave
Bassage at 304-3793141V

100% o proceedswill be used to
hel p protectionand restoration efforts
within the Cheat watershedand will
benefit the newly-formed Friendsd
the Cheat and the West VirginiaRivers
Coadlition.

“Tolearn moreabout the Cheat
River Festival includingsponsorship
or booth rental s contact Roger
Harrison édgz)ﬁ) 4720025 or Dave
Bassage (304) 3793141V




Photo by Kevin O0'Brien.
Chris Huffman running Big
Slat, Big Sandy river, WV
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WEST VIRGINIA'S
WHITEWATER
TREASURE
TROVE

by Bob Gedekoh

What makes a river
Mirvana to vou?

“r":||.|l;l MEsss
Excitement? Relaxation?
I:'|.|'l.'-.]'!-|.|['-=!" Thrills?
Beautv? Solitude?
Challenge?

Mo matter what kimd ol
paddling experience vou
fancy, oddds are vou can
find it. somewhere in
West Virginia's tabulous
Cheat watershed.

Read on.,, and consider
just a few of the

|‘uh\ii}'l|!il!i|."-.:




BIG FUN...

The Cheat
Canyon

When you want to have FUN,
& - headfor the Cheat. The Cheat Can-

' ' . yon, that is. On sunny Saturdaysin
late April, after agood hard deluge
has set theriver to pumping. When
themurky water isslurping at the
fiveor six foot mark onthebridgeat
Albright. Onthose days, wheneven
theveteran raft guidesareatrifle
white knuckled, that's when the
Cheat Canyonisat itsfinest.

Get ready for theride o your life:
eleven milesdf raucous, aquatic rock
and roll. Eleven milesdf booming
class|V whitewater. Elevenmilesdof

Top to Bottom: TheCheat,
Particle Accelerator... at high
water, photo by Mike Kinney. ] )
Doging the hole at Big Nasty, big, BigFUN. o
photo by Mike Kinney. You can surf yourself silly in
Margaret Anderson charging those bigoldrollersin Decisonand
Cyclotron on the Cheat, photo Beech Run.
by Wade Zinter. Jim Snyder But don't get too cocky... Big
squirts through Coliseum, Nasty isjust around thecorner. You
photo by Paul Marshall Rl could sneak downthelét... onthe
far sded theisland. But that'sfor
sissies! Comeon, gofor thegusto!
- 2 Keep your bow pointed |eft and
" paddielikehdll. Just don't let that
' | reactibn wave spin you. And don't
get distracted. Yousurely don't
want to be suckedintothe Maw of
: the Monster.
Oh, the holeat Big Nasty won't
. kill you... but it will dish out adose
' d hydromastication that you won't
soonforget.
o Now, ridetherunaway train
- down through Even Nastier, down
through the Doldrums.. Catch a
wave here, surf aholethere.

Beforeyou know it you'reclosing
inonHighFalls. Listentotheroar.
Scout if youwant... but it won't do
much good. Left center isbedt... into
themeat of it. Chargeit hard, hold
ontight, and hopefor the best.

And if you arefast, andif you are
lucky, that big old wavewon't im-
plode, just asyou claw you way to
it's peaked crest. But if you're slug-
gish, or paddlingunder acurse,
you'd best havea good bigwater roll.
A goodroll, or alot of good friends,
waiting at the bottomto pick up the
pieces.
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If you'restill feelingfeisty, drop
sidewaysinto that bigold hydraulic
downinMaze It's friendlier that it
looks. Redlly! Onceyou set their
your mindtoit, you'll probably
break free, after aminute...and a
cartwheel... or two.

Now comesthe pounding heart o
the Canyon... Coliseum. Somesay it
getsits namefrom the craggy rock
formationsalong theshores. Don't
you believeit! They call it Coliseum
becauseit isthe placewherethe . a1 . s
Christiansarethrown to thelions! - T te 2 - B T

Pee peedown theleft. POO POO ¥l . —
downtheright! What'sthelevel to- ] Lmm '
day? Six feet! Lookslike an honest - . r

(=%

ClassV tome

Youd best ridethat pillow high, -
right up against therock... lest you ] ¥ 'a _ ; o
slidedown, down, down into the s = - ; .
Recyclotron. Madeit by okay? Good. g 2 g

Now you've got about asecondand a P

half tofigure out what you are going

to do beforeyou flush into that

damned Particle Accelerator! B
Fun, huh? ph g e :
The Cheat Canyon... running ~ g —

high! : ' T ¢ e A——

BIG FUN!!! g ; % i T

Seekin

Solitude...
The Llaure!l = L0SSF

For" a f the Abave: Craig Homberg laughing it up at
ments of & narrow gauge railroad... Typewriter Hole, Cheat River, photo by
CH e at long since gone, Wonder if there 15 a Kawin O'Brien

goul alive who rode that train?
Float down through the meadows  mile after miled churning classIIl.
When you need SOLITUDE, head
for the Laurel Fork o the Cheat.

and intotheforest, down into the Nothing intense... but you will be
cleft betweenthe mountains. Asyou  pleasantly busy. TheLaurel Fork
paddiealongyou might spot adeer,  will giveyou alittleto think abot,

Highin the watershed: up where fordingtheriver. besidesthe scenery... and time.
they call the Appal achians moun- But keep your eyes pededfor The shadowslengthenfast and
tainsand really meanit. thoseriver wideledges, too. When  early inthedeepvalley of theLaurel
Pick aday in late March, when thewater ishigh, they aregreedier  Fork. Oddsare by thetimeyou
thelast snowdrifts are meltingand than they look. round that last bend and paddle
the skunk cabbageand coltsfoot are Taketimewhileyou're portaging  downto the Jenningston bridge, it
boldly poking their snoutsthrough the brokendownfallstonibbleona  will benearly dusk. And it will seem
themud. Aday when the Parson's ramp, the pungentwildonionsthat  alot lesslikespringand alot more
gaugeisreading 7, or better still, 8. the natives reverefor their purga: like winter.
Put in at the bridge at thefoot of tive properties. Seehow many dif- Youll likely betired and cold.

MiddleMountain and drift roundthe  ferent wildflowersyou canidentify. ~ And your belly will probably be
bend. Say goodby to mankind; the But don't dally toolong, unlessyou  empty.

only signsd civilization you'll see are planning to camp overnight. But your head will befull of won-
for twelvemilesaretheruinedabut-  Youve still got agoody waystogo... der!
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rel Fork asday isfrom night.

Poet Edgar Lee Mastersdescribed
lifeas"A gambler, head and shoul-
dersaboveusal... who stacksthe
cardsto catch your weaknessesand
not to match your strengths.” He
could just aseasily have been de-
scribing the Upper Blackwater,a
river that featuressomed thetough-
est and meanest whitewater in the
eastern United States.

If you want to test your mettleon
the Blackwater, pick a balmy day, af-
ter amoderaterain... and check the
gaugein Davis. Makesureit's not
rising... and makedamned sureit's
not rising fast!

Now take careful stock of your
ability, experienceand common
sense. Do the samefor your com-
radesin arms. Ask yourselves, how
bigarisk arewe willingto take?
Then pick your pretty poison.

Stick to the Lower Blackwater,
fromthejunction with the North
Fork down to Hendricks, if you'rea
mortal, classV boater. If you can
paddiethe Upper Yough and/or the
Big Sandy, you can handlethiseight
mile odyssey. (Hint: 95%d
Blackwater boaters should be con-
tent to master thisclassIV-V ob-
stacle course.)

Choosethe Upper Blackwater,
from the based the spectacular sixty
footfallsinthe State Park to the

TETEEE FUIvEvY

Top: Put in on the North Fork of the Blackwater..Mad Dogs junction, only if ygpl{reg b?.l |S|y bi
ONLY!, Photo by Wade Zinter. Bottom: Steep Creeking on CLASISV,* BOAT an |a| It eh It
the North Fork of the Blackwater, photo by Wade Zinter crazy! (Hint: Bigdogsonly! Inthe
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Above: Put in Upper Blackwater,
photo by Kevin O'Brien

American Whitewater
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The Upper B. isno placefor the
timid, carelessor cavalier.
Floatation, breakdowns, throw
ropes, slingsand carabiniersarea
must. Takesomeduct tapeand a
first aid kit, too. Expect tolosea
little hide.

' Insist on scouting and/or portag-
ing Tomko Fallsand Pinball... at the
very least.

Successfully running remote,
cutting edge, class V+ whitewater
likethe Upper B. isas much about
responsibility and common senseas
it isabout skill and daring. But you
know that, don't you?

Takeyour time, keep your cool,
and pay real close attention to your
guide. When he (hateto be sexist,
but thereain't many women pad-
dling the Upper B.) tellsyou to boof
over that blindledge, at that very
spot, at that very angle; do exactly
that. Or pay the consequences! They
don't call it Boof Left, Or Get Ready
to Pitonfor nothing!

And if you get spanked... and you
may well get spanked somewhere
alongtheway... remember... when
you run with the big dogs, you can't
peelikea puppy!

When your guidefinally groans
froman eddy, "My Nervesare Shot
and | Just Can't Takelt Anymore”,
don't panic... take heart! That's just
thenamed thelast real man eater
ontheUpper. Believeit or not, the
junction... and theend... isin sight!

Only onemoreto go, and your ul-
timate Cheat Challenge(ordeal ?)is
over! Youwon't forget it soon. Mot
everyonetakes homea souvenir of
their maiden voyagedown the Up-
per Blackwater... bloody knuckles!

Top: Mark Fair running Double Indemnity
on the North Fork of the Blackwater, photo
by Wade Zinter. Middle Left: The Upper
Blackwater- TheCheat’s ultimate challenge,
photo by Wade Zinter. Middle right: Put in
on the North Fork of the Blackwater, photo
by Wade Zinter. Bottom: Cutting edge
kayaking on the North Fork of the
Blackwater, photo by Wade Zinter. Right
page top: Running the Falls on the Shavers
Fork of the Cheat, photo by Bill Young.
Right page bottom: Powering through a
ledge on the Shavers Fork, photo by Bill
Young.
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High
Mountain
Grandeur...
The e
Shavers
Fork

If itswildernessGRANDEUR
you're seeking, look tothe Shavers
Fork. Ariver contained, but not
tamed, for mileafter rugged mileby —
towering chains of mountains, with
only therailroad tracksto keep it
company. Ask yourself this, isthe
Shavers Fork the Animasd theeast,
or isthe Animasthe ShaversFork of
the west?

Drop ashuttlevehiclein Bowden
and check thelevel. TheShavers
Fork lookslike abigoldriver, but it
risesandfallsfast. Twenty two
milesisalongway to scrapeor, at
theother extreme, to surf, onthe
crest o aflashflood!

Now taketherough, dirt Forest
Serviceroad out of Beverly to thetop
d Cheat Mountain. Commandeer a
four whed drive, preferablya
buddy's, and hopefor thebest. If you
arefortunate the snow will have
melted and you'll makeit totheput-
in at Magee Run. (Hint: Hopelessin
March, maybein April,likely in
May.) When it comesto the Shavers
Fork, gettingto the put-in half the
challenge.. and, provided you make
it intact, haf thefun.

Thefirst six milesare easy; so
take sometimeto look around.
Therearebeaver living in the banks,
and wildturkeys often soar across
thevalley,flyingfromaroost on one
mountain to anut tree on another. If
you paddlequietly you might even
sneak up onablack bear, rootingin
the mud a ongthe banks, lookingfor
juicy rootsand tasty bug morsels.

Finally, after afew classIIl
warmups, theriver turnsabruptly to
theright and straightaway plunges
over theFdls. Itispossible, at least

el
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at lower levels, to negotiatethis
plungeat a certain spot onriver
right. But, becareful. Theapproach
tothelipisnot nearly ascleanas
that to Wonder Falls, located on the
Big Sandy, far downstreamin the
Cheat watershed.

Onceyou've passed the Fallsget
ready for several milesd ClassIV-V
action. The Shavers Fork becomes
increasingly serpentine, thestream
bed constricts, and thegradient esca
latesdramatically. Whilethe moun-
tain vistashere arenoless magnifi-
cent, you probably won't notice.
Youll befar too preoccupied eddy
scouting, boofing ledges, and, hope-
fully, dodging pourovers.

When the Shaversishowling
thereisdanger here... protracted

complex rapidsfeaturing menacing
boilsand reversals... and damned
few eddies. Somed theserapids
look deceptively easy from the top.
But at lower levelspaddiersare
morelikely tofall victimto cold and
exhaustion than to any specific haz-
ard.

Taketimeto scout and set safety
at thetenfoot sluice, located just
abovethesecondrailroad trestle.
Therecycleat thebased thisfalls
can play havoc with boaters, bothin
and out o their kayaks.

Wimpstake out at thethirteen
milemark, inthe nearly deserted
hamlet d Bemis. But you're no
wimp... you're paddling nine more
dling an extrahour and ha

Dedl

milesto Bowden! And why not? Pad-

T S T T B

the hell out o spendingan extra
hour running shuttle, right? Keep
telling yoursdf... and your compan-
ions... that.

Afteral, therearestill twoor
three milesd solid ClassIII+ water
beforethe Shavers Fork flattens and
commencesto meander.

Getting weary? Don't get frus-
trated. You've paddiedflatwater be
fore, and rarely in such splendidsur-
roundings.

When youfinally get to Bowden,
bitethe bullet and load those boats
quickly. Then head into Elkins for a
hot meal and some beer.

After aday onthe ShaversFork,
you deserveit.

Wade Zinter tackles Big Splat on the Big Sandy.




For
Beauty's
Sake...
The Big
Sandy

When you need to be surrounded
by BEAUTY, head to the Big Sandy,

thelast major tributary to the Chest,
not far upstream o Cheat Lake and
the confluencewith the
Monongahela.

Sure, when most boatersthink of
the Sandy, it's thrillsand spills, not
beauty, that comesto mind. Wonder
Fallsand Zoom Flumeand Little
Splat and, o course, BigSplat. But
you know better. It'salot morethan
whitewater that makesthe Sandy
special.

Plenty o rivers haverunnable
falls, and screaming chutes and de-
manding classV and VI drops. But
therearen't many riversasstunning
asthe Big Sandy!

TheSandy runs, intermittently,
throughout the year. Rising after a
rainfor aday or two, thenfalling. So
if you're patient, you can watchthe
Seasons change on the Big Sanay.

Rest by First Island rapidinthe
spring, when theredbud, or | ater,
the dogwood ar e blooming. Gold-
finches and indigo buntingsdart
about. Themonarch butterflies, who
havefluttered all the way from Cen
tral America, follow the Sandy up-
stream to their summer homes.

Pause by Zoom Flumein mid
summer and admirethe pure white
blooms d the rhododendron, con-
trasted against thelush greenfoliage
onthehillsides. But keep an eyeout
for the grumpy copperheadthat
holdscourt on theledge.

Paddlequietly through Second Is-
land rapid on a hot summer day and
you may catch aglimpsed somereal
water sprites: studentsfrom wvu,
sunbathing nude besidethe popul ar
old swimmin' hole.

Takeabreak onthelip of Wonder
Fallsin autumn and watch the bur-

Master Boat Designer Jim Snyder runs Wonder Falls
with "attitude”, photo by Paul Marshall
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gundy and maroon oak and orange
and yellow mapleleavesfloatingon
the breeze and swirling inthe micro
eddiesalongtheshore. Listento the
red and grey squirrels, squabbling
asthey stash acornsin their secret
caches.

And when you are portaging, or
scouting, Big Splat in mid winter,
taketimeto admiretheicy skullcaps
and collarsd shimmering chande-
lier iceon all the midstream boul-
ders. Délicateicicleshangfrom ev-
ery shrubthat dipsitsbranchesto-
wardsthe current, and thereare
massive pillars of aquamarineice
acrosstheriver left faced the Splat
ledge.

Theleavesare gonefrom the de
ciduoustrees, but the hemlocks
stand like bold, green sentries, sta-
tioned acrossthe barren hillsides.
Cardinals hopfromlimbtolimb,
eyeingthescarlet and royal blue
berries ontheshrubs alongthe
shore. They never seemto eat any;
they must know somethingwe don't
know.

Irrespective o season, alot of
folkstakepleasureinthe
whitewater on the Big Sandy. But
you know that the Sandy has much
moreto offer. All you havetodois
take thetimeto experienceit.

TO

Treasure
The Cheat

The Cheat watershed i s undeni-
ably a national treasure, oned the
most magnificent whitewater river
systemsinthe United States. There
areliterally dozensof paddlingop-
portunities- ranging in difficulty
fromflatwater to Class V1, and rang-
ingin sizefromminusculeto gigan-
tic.

Josh Hubbard, Upper blackwater,
- Photo by Kevin O'brien
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The Cheat watershed issodi-
versethat it offerssomethingto ev-
ery paddler, irrespective of ability or
interest.

Thereare ultratight, ultratech-
nical steep creeks, like Dougherty, a
hair raising screamer, evenaat less
than onehundred cfs Thereareme
andering ClassII trout streams, like
the Glady Fork and HorseshoeRun.
Thereiscutting edgeclassv+
whitewater on Upper Otter Creek
and Upper Red Creek, aswell ason
the Blackwater.

Leisurely overnight camping
tripsare popular ontheflatwater be-
tween Parsons and Rowlesburg. The
Dry Fork and the Cheat Narrowsof-
fer ideal classIII training grounds
for intermediate boaters, startingto
feel their oats. Oncetheir skillsim-
prove, they can test their mettle
downstream, on theclassIV+waters
o the Cheat Canyon.

Thereareroadsiderunsand
wildernessruns. Runsthat taked|
day to completeand runsthat can be
madein minutes. Runsto play on
and runstowork at. And runstore-
lax on, too.

It ishard to imagineasingleeast-
ern watershed with moreto offer.

But the Cheat watershedisin
trouble. Mineacid ispouring infrom
Muddy Creek, right there at the Can-
yon put-in. The water isorangeand
therocksaretoo. It burnsyour nose
and burnsyour eyesand leavesyour
skinfeelingraw and gritty.

Drainagefrom minesis poison-
inglthe Blackwater and the Sandy, as
well.

Meanwhile, the Corp of Engi-
neersistalkingabout flood control
dams(again!), upstream o the Nar-
rows. Damswhich would drownthe
scenic Chest river valey.

And the Japanese have acquired
atastefor hardwood, so thelogging
industry issalivating over thetim-
bered mountainsidesof West Vir-
ginia. Mountainsideswhichtower
over the Chest and itstributaries.
The bulldozersand chain sawshave
been, and will continueto be, busy.

Strip minescontinueto pop up
everywhere,dumping silt intothe
streamsand leaving ugly scarson
theland.

And recreational developmentis
precedingat breakneck speedinthe
headwaters o the Blackwater and

the Dry Fork, whereski resorts at-
tract exponentially increasing num-
bersd visitors each year. Who will
monitor the environmental impact of
thisgrowth?

Thesearejust afew of therea
sonswhy thetime hascomefor those
who TREASURE the Cheat to take
action.

What can you do?

For astart, jointhe newly formed
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Into the Maw of the Monster on the Cheat's
Big Nasty, photo by Mike Kinney
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Friends of the Cheat, aswdll asthe
Wes VirginiaRiversCoalition. And,
of course, maintain your member-
shipwiththe AWA. These organiza-
tionsare banding together tofight
the good fight.

Next, stay informed. Beready to
takeactionwhenthereisacall to
arms. Be prepared towriteletters
and to call politicians. To pester the
hell out of thefolkswho makethede-
cisions.

Andfinaly, makesureto cometo
thefirst Cheat River Festival, May 6,
at Albright. Thisone shouldn't hurt
atall!

Sponsored by the WVRC and the
Friendsd the Chesat, and supported
by the AWA, this Festival promises
to beafitting celebration o thein-
credible Cheat watershed. Likethe
Cheat itself, the Festival will bewild
and raucousand fun!

If you TREASURE the Chest too,
I'll seeyouthere! ¥

Top: Laurel Fork, the falls in winter, photo
by Gary Ward.

Bottom: Bill Love surfing up No Balls (aka:
Q-Ball) Cheat River, WV, Photo by Kevin
O'Brien



\ _ agic, real magic, thekindthat early
Americansonce accepted asa

_ natural part of living, is all but gone
now, It's been educated and exorcised right out
of our modern, sophisticated selves. Wi are left

A ‘wiih Jivesthat arelessspiritual and, well,a
WL e boring. Only within thefreedomsd
what wildernesswe have thankfully managed
y | ‘ “torretain do theancient rhythmsstill count
WMWY for semething.
' Fortunately, [ was en route to just such a
DEECE.
Theldea, the Plan, penetrated my funk
at about thetimel hit the Arizonastate
line. Theinspirationdidn't arrivein the
guised ablindingwhitelight, but I liked

(TR

AW e e igress.

My original concept was hatched (or
mone properly; perhaps, distited) more
tham & few vears aeo, whilsd humeled
arcund the fading embors of a-small fre
"t a camp called Boafpaich Beach on fhe
Ralt R
I head beem fun-ii.sh!!ir slopping bourbon

poiled places in America. (A VOICE
RYING IN THE WILDERNESST) Any-
“way, my meélodramatic monologue cli-
‘maxed with theobservationthat Ed-
ward Abbey, eco-warrior and elogquent,
irascible advocate for all things wild,
needed to see this Salt River Canyon. In
fact, | proposed to take him myself.

Thescenario | envisioned went rather
likethis: I'd simply show-up, unan-
nounced, at the author's Oracle, Arizona, digsoneday (my infor-
mants had sort of nailed down the exact location) and invite him
on afloat trip.

"Abbey,” I'd say between clenchedteeth, "you don't know me,
but that hardly seemsimportant. Me’n acoupleriver ratsare

“Abbey, " J'd say between clenched teeth, “you don't know me, but

that hardly seems important. Me'n a couple river rats are puttin in
today on the Salt. YVou need to see it. You can come if you want to.”
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"Abbey," I'd say between clenched
teeth, "you don't know me, but that
hardly seemsimportant. Men a
coupleriver ratsareputtin’ i ntoday
ontheSat. Youneedtoseeit. You
can comeif you want to."

"Hdl," I'd say, "it's in your back-
yard, man."

Abbey, in my imagined encounter,
just glares. Presently, he pivotsand
disappearsinside. Toget ashotgun?

| reconsider my impulsiveintru-
sion and climb back into the com-
parative safety of my truck. | crank-
up theold beast and drop her into
gear asAbbey reappearstotinga
cased beer. | takethat asan affirma-
tiveresponse.

Asistherulewith most alcoholic
nightdreams, | woke up with a hang-
over and had a damnabletimerow-
ingaboat that next day. Althoughl
never forgot my resolution, | didn't
act uponit either.

Quitepropitiously, it now seems, |
evenlearned of Abbey'sdeath froma
passing boatman whiletripping on
theSat someyearslater. Andthat
is, moreor less, what made my cur-
rent brainstorm so appropriate. .

Yau see, the plan wasto conjure
up theshadeor spirit o thelate EA,
and belatedly take him down that
river. Evokealittle canyon enchant-
ment. Alittlewhimsy. If | could just
generatethe proper framedf mind,
thetiming would be perfect.

| wasdueto rendezvous that
eveningwith Pablo, a boatmanfor
oned thecompaniescommercially
licensedtor un tha Salt, who had
been contracted to lead a gaggled
San Antonio kayakers DOWN THE
RIVER. He inturn, had enlisted me
to run sweep and to pilot a gear-raft
with most of their paraphernalia
(Ever notice how much stuff becomes

critical to akayaker when hedoesn't
haveto haul it in hisown funny
little boat?)

It was probablethat | would have
ampletimeto communewith my in-
vited guest. Tostagethegreat Salt
River literary debate. To exploremy
love/hate relationship with EA.
Whilel pretty generally admired
Abbey's usedf languageand his bru-
tal honesty, | fundamentally dis-
agreed with somedf hisconclusions.
| anticipated an intellectual chal-
lenge, an emotional tug-of-war be-
tween disparate personalities.

Pablowouldserveasriver guru
tothe San Antonioguys. Heisasoa
camp-cook o singular talent. That
left mewith thelabor-intensive,
brain-deadfunctions. Set up the
porta-potty. Haul water for the
kitchen. Do a one-man driftwood pa
trol. Etc. All sothat thecolorful
'yakers could play thewavesuntil
thelight had nearly died, eat im-
mensely and well, and retire bliss
fully exhaustedwhilel didthe
dishes. | would remain anenigma. A
bearded, bow-legged boat troll who
would only becomesignificant if |
managedto get somedf their stuff
wet. Perfect.

Thewesteringsun and | weredu-
elingfor thesamelocation on the ho-
rizon. Desert floratransmuted
abruptly from Chihuahuan to
Sonoran. Thefirst saguaro's, on
hillside sentinel duty, urged meto
makeall due haste within reason-
i’;}bl(_aproximityd thelegal speed

imit.
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= removed my sun-
glasses/ which had become
a bit tiresome. But the
britle glare was red-lined,
and ol began to blink almost
immediately. Spectral af-
terimages lingered behind
my eyelids. « glimpsed the
faceof Mward ;Alobey,
looking exactly as he did on
the dust jacket of his latest
book. wl canvassed eagerly
to the seat beside me. Still
empty. = | replaced the sun-

glasses.

About 30 milesfrom wherethe
highway switchbackssteeply into
the canyon, | spied movementin my
rear view mirror. No doubt about it -
an empty beer can bounced haunt-
ingly downthe shoulder of theroad.
Atavorite Abbey trick. A defiant Ab
bey responseto man's arrogancein
having built theroad at all, despoil-
ing what was once untouched.

I'm surethat thedraft from my
speeding truck had animated adis
carded can that wasalready there.
Ye twenty minutes|ater it happened
again. Okay, | wasgetting good at
this. My mind-set had evolved.

“HAYDUKE LIVES" | said aloud,
and downshifted my machineto ac-
commodate the descent totheriver.

Theteam wasalready assembled
at riverside. Pablo introduced the
'yakers: Doc and Dooley, Jerry and
Leeand Billy. (Of course, not being
good at names, 1'd already devised
my own catalogingsystemfor the
group: tippy blueboat, tippy yellow
boat, etc.) Two women, wivesor girl-
friends, would accompany Pabloin
thelead raft. Karenand Nancy.
Comely wenches. Tanned limbsand
whiteteeth. Seemed to haveall the
requisite parts.



"Jerry, here, isgoingto paddiea
solocanoe,” Pablo informed me.

"WEell he better bedamn good," |
replied.

"Heis," Pabloconfirmed.

" Pedigreeestablished,” | said.
"Besides, water'sright at that level
whereit starts getting pushy. Well
seetomorrow, won't we?' | smiled.
"I can alwaysput my headphones
on," | said. "Crosby, Stillsand Nash.
Drownsout al but the most dedi-
cated whimpering."

Tomorrow dawned ahead of
schedule. Theflurry d franticactiv-
ity on launch day preoccupied my
consciousthoughts until we wereac-
tually onthewater. With my
gearload humped ponderouslyin the
front compartment, Abbey's place
would be somewherebehind me.
Wed ease into our discussioncum
debate, (1 hoped), astheriver accel-
erated over thefirst few miles.

Skill levelsamongst the SA guys
ran thegamutfrom very good to
marginal. But they supported each
other. Lookedlikethisdeal might
work.

Sincel hadn't felt much of a'pres-
ence' tothispoint, | wasunderstand-
ably anxious. "THE BRAVE COW-
BOY," | said, beginningthe engage-
ment with my carefully planned
openingsalvo, "your first book tore-
ally light it up. Don't you think it
wasa bit heavy with the Calvinist
thing?Man isdoomed tofailure.
Only the chosen are saved?1 guessit
worked back then, but it seemsdated
fromwherel sit.”

No response. "DESERT SOLI-
TAIRE."

| stole asquinty glanceover my
shoulder. Just the back of the bus
and theriver wherel'd been mo-
mentsearlier. Great. "'l liked the
book," | whined. "I really did.”

Wefloated past waterfallsand
hopeful, hunting eagles. A grotto
withliving stalactiteformations. No
stylized topography in sight. Fierce
rock. Sculpted by wind and water
and timeless patience. My friends
the saguaros put i n another appear-
ance. They trundled down the south-
facingtalusslopesin ever increas
ing numbers. Quiteaclan. They
looked to bein a pretty good mood.
Thiswastheir place. Likethewar-

riorsd acentury past, they alowed
usto proceed. Provided we took
nothing.

"What doyou think sofar,” | said
without much optimism.

Shut up! said avoicedirectly be
hind me.

Thistimel didn't turn. | was
afraid to upset the balance.

You talk too much, Abbey said.
Yau brought metolook. I'm looking.
With your eyes. | seewhat you see.
Trust your own perceptions, man,
Abbey said. I'm just starting to enjoy
myself.

Embarrassed, chastened, | com-
pliedtothebest o my ability. | con-
centrated hard, scanning theriver
corridor with asmuchemotionasl
could muster. Selfdiscovery wasn't
part o theinitial program, but what
thehell. | noted awily coyote, frozen
in time and space, peeringfrom be-
hind a chollacactus. Nodded my ac-
knowledgment to the ash and wal nut
trees secreted in the pocket canyons
on either side. With difficulty, I lim-
ited myself to an occasional
nonintrusive comment.

We camped on a beach home-
steaded by alegiond bluelupines. A
hard scrambled perhapsathousand
feet brought ustoaseriesd ledges
once occupied by the peopled the
Salado culture. Only their dwellings
remained. Archwaysintact. Stone
tools, bitsof bone, painted pottery
shardslittered thelofty neighbor-
hood.

I lingered there, watching my fel-
low boaterswork thetalusin erratic
descendingspurts, finally becoming
thetoy inhabitants o thetoy tent
city far below. From my front-porch
perch, | commanded a several mile
sweep o the serpentine canyon. Cer-
tainly ahigh-rent district. A desert
condominiumwith a southern expo-
sure. Morningsun would comeearly
here.

3us+ at the edges of my

peripheral vision, J sensed
a general stirring. Movre in-
sinuated than actually seen,
the shadows, perhaps, of
the quickening twilight.
"Ed? “ Jl said gently. “Js
that you?

é_f course not, Abbey re-
plied with indignation,J'm
right behind you. As al-
ways. You can’t possibly
believe we're alone here,

can you? Abbey asked.
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"'l supposenot,” | finally admitted.
And the concept of thisplaceas
'home' became more specific, more
real. Had it not beenfor thechill that
stalked theearly evening,| might
haveremainedacitizen of that older
tribe until thedark delayed my re-
turntothetwentieth century well be
yond themargins of a safedescent.

Moonlight, and the surreal shapes
d thewhiterock canyon conspiredto
diminish my physical stature. | actu-
aly shrunk insize. Really small.
When | looked around me, | saw that
our fire, tents, even our boats had be-
cometiny, miniaturized. Nooneelse
seemed to notice.

| reveledin themagic, and listened
to thewhispered confessionsin the
moving water. Tried to understand.
Theelusive, eternal solutionsre-
mained just beyond my comprehen-
sion.

| sidled up to Doc or Dooley (with-
out their boats| still got confused).
"Seethat saguaro?'| prompted. "Isit
closer than it wasan hour ago?’ Doc/
Dooley raised an eyebrow, smiled pa
tronizingly,and moved closer to the
fire.

Wefell easily intothetimeless
rhythms. Willing captiveswe wereto
the celestial revolutions, with lots of
splashy, aerated water in between.

Jerry, thesolocanoeist, flipped at
Black Rock, a precipitous, full-grown
drop, yet hurled himself atop the
overturned craft and swam it to shore
most professionally. Hewas good. In
fact, hisentry at arapid called Cork-
screw wasso clean, his paddlingso
minimalist, that hereceived astand-
ingovationfromall hands. | heard
theechod my own applause resound-
ing dff the canyonwallsbehind me.
Except that | now knew, was confi-
dent, that it wasmore than mere
echo.

Quartzitefalls. A Carlos Castaneda
kind d place- aplaced power. A
double-dropthat oncefeatureda
lower ledged resistant rock that cre-
ated a chaotic, dangerous recircula

tion. That is, until somecraven
criminal element decidedto impose
hisown petty will on nature's mas-
terpiece.'Monkey Wrencher’ isfar
too sympatheticaterm.

Ever sincetheexplosionthat va
porizedtheledge, | have been un-
easy inthisplace. TheKarma, the
bal ance has been disrupted. What
spirits remain feel mostly unsettled.

Sol wassitting on arock, inhal-
ingacoupled litebeers.

“J wish you could have
seem it before,” J said to

EE—. Before the sacrilege."

Doesn't surprise me, Abbey re-
pliedimmediately. Man i sthe most
rapacious predator on the planet.
The ultimate destroyer. Without
conscience, hesaid. Just don't
mourn yourself into oblivion, he
said. Still need todrivethe bus.
There's acouplegood rapidsyet to
run. And there's no excusefor being
stupid. Even in my situation, he
said.

"Wel, damn them anyway," |
said.

| turned tofind Pablo standing
threefeet away. Helooked at me
strangely, but then, we're pretty ac-
climatedto each other and hislook
wasonel'd seen before.

"You goingto run or drink?"
Pabloasked. " Therest d usare set.”

"I'm ready," | said. "Noexcusefor
being stupid. Evenin my situation,”
| added.

That night | had adream. At least
it may have been adream. We had
camped at the oufflow of aside
creek. Again near theruinsd the
Ancient Ones. During thelowest ebb
d thenight's progress, | was awak-
ened by atouch at my shoulder.

Ever drink tiswin? Abbey asked.
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"I'm sleepy,” | protested.

Tiswin, Abbey repeated, isacorn-
fermented beer. Many Native Ameri-
cansbrewed it onaregular basis. It's
not bad, Abbey said. Got quitea
kick. Met somed thelocal boysup
thecreek aways. Invited metokiva
for acouncil. Lot to talk about.

""Just be back at sun up,” | said
from the depthsdf my sleeping bag.
"We're getting on the water real
early.”

| don't think so, Abbey said, his
voicefading abit. Apparently, the
celebration o the Planting Mooniis
not to be missed, hesaid. Somuchto
learn. Think I'll hang-out awhile.
But | wantedto thank youfor the bus
ride. See you again sometime, ship-
mate. On theriver.

That wasit. | awokefeelingmuch-
rested, energized,blessed. And as
with many multi-day river trips,
wherea certain amount of bonding
isinevitable, sayingfarewell to my
other companionswas bittersweet.
Tomy great surprise and obviousde
light, however, Jerry loaned mean
EA audio-taped somed hisfavorite
essays. (I don't believein coinci-
dences.) It wastoo perfect.

| played the damn thing twiceon
my own long, JOURNEY HOME

Editor'snote: David Regelaisa pro-
fessional river guideand writer whose
work hasappeared in Paddler, Canoe
and Backpacker. Herecently signed a
contract for hisfirst novel. ¥




learn to

GoWith
t he

Flow on _“‘.].I.
t h e & by John Weld

L | have bad newsfor everyoneout therewho just started tofeel
ower comfortablegoing down class1V and V whitewater. " Going down"

anything has been officially declared out of fashion by the raft
YO'llgh. | ) guides, safety boaters, kayak instructors, Phil Coleman wanna-

B t "‘. beesand other fringe membersd society who are mys
u ? teriously considered the Who's Who o thecruis-
m ' [ | 5 N ] ' i o di ripigttyoregladthgd ledisial et thdi -
U the f freshand hipidead paddlingso hard
p ® back ugﬁtrear?] that you actually rgil ght
vomit bileright onto your spray skirt.
Down Novice boaters, open canoersand
Staircase tourists on the bank may call thisactiv-
g ity idiotic, but the happening members
is a é d Backlundusin’, non Coast Guard ap-

& proved PFD wearin’ and T-Canyon ownin’
little bit _a "incrowd call thisnew sport "attaining".
‘ And if you want to be cool enoughto get in-

vited toa WildernessVoyagersKeg Party in
Ohiopyle, you'd better just knuckledownand start
pushing your boat back upstream.
The art o movinga boat back up througharapid by jump-
‘ ingfrom eddy to eddy isasold asthe needfor kayak instructors and
“ safety boatersto paddlie up from the bottom of arapid to rescue hapless
‘ customerspinnedon rocks. In thissense, thesport of attainment hasit's
rootsinfunctionality. But within thelast decade, paddlingupstream has
“- evolved from somethingthat professional guidesdid strictly whilethey were
‘, ontheclock, toasportinand o itself.
“ Thefirst peoplel noticeddoing attainmentsasatest of skill wereagroup
“ d well known boatersfrom the mythical, mystical town o Friendsville, on

a the Upper Yough. Intheearly ‘80’s, while| was barely managingto survive
& the Lower Yough going straight downstream, these guys were blazing back
™ upstream in beat-up downriver boats.
s What they discovered wasthat paddling upstream through abig rapid,
mn whendonecorrectly, isactually morean exercisein reading water than a
= test o brutestrength. Attaining requires expert kayak skillsmatched with
thefinessed rock climbing. For these reasons, the sport dowly attracted a
- small but devoted group o fans, liketheraft guidesand other citizensdf the
= nearby town of Ohiopyle, who boat the Lower Yough every day. Theseboat-
=
i |
[ |




UP,UP, AND AWAY

“‘ ".' Upstream Nationals.

The rulesaresimple.

Everyonelinesupfor a
" ‘ massstart at thetop of
. therapid, paddlesdown

therapid, and then-paddles
rs found that back up. It's a10 minuteall-out
through attaining, sprint that involvestaking strokes
they could turn a off o thechest of other competitors,
boring, easy run grabbing on to other people's grab
Into a struggle for  |oopsto pull them backwards, and
Alpha-male paddlingso hard that competitors
dominance, complain of total body numbness af-
g ¢neinwhich ter therace. Theracersare, almost
- competitors without exception, people who work
- fought to theriver.
™ force thelr Most of them race just for fun. But
- salmaon-like asthetwenty or so boatersline up
way backup  for thestart, you can spot thehard
B o thetopofa coreattainers: theoneswho haveac-
R tually spent money onal5year old
In the past fiberglass Phoenix kayak. These
few years attaln-  poats, considered obsoleteon
Ing has gathered  whitewater, areblazingly fast on at-
enough attention tainments.
to become the focus Dedicatedfanatics havetheir own
o acoupleof compe- — jargon™1'm goingto moveto the
titlons, Entrance Rapld  attainer’s right (opposited river
on the Lower Yough right) at theanvil rock, just tothe
“plays host o the annual’ waveside d Sugarloaf, then break
up through the corner Bryson's Hole
I'llletittwist metothesidealittle,
but missthat little boil on the eddy
lineby ahaf inchor 0.."

Rick Gusicd Pittsburghisonedf
these hard coreattainers. Rick
started guidingfor Mountain
Streamsand Trailsin1984. And de
spite histransition into the"real
world" of investment banking afew
years ago, he hascontinued to work
for MS&T part time. He has partici-
pated in the Upstream Raceseven
timesand bought hisfirst Phoenix
Cascade" about six years agofrom
someguy in Ohiofor about 100
bucks." He's re-glassedthe bottom
(theequivalent o an engineover-
haul) o his Cascadetwicetokeepit
watertight.

Gusicsayshelikesto attainfor a
coupled reasons. " It's thecardio-
vascular workout, for onething. It's
like running. If you want a good
workout whilerunning, you run up-
hill. But morethan that, attaining
involvesalot d technique. Often,it's
how you tilt your hipsor your pre-
ciseboat angleasyou leavean eddy
that makesor breaksthemove. And

Aneri can wnarcﬁﬁipnl 1995



that takeslotsd experienceto get

[

right.”

Now for thoseof you who boat the
Lower Yough with someregularity, |

haveassembleda conciseguideto

"'u as®

somed the morepopul ar attain-

ments. | havefocused on thissection

o river for acoupled reasons. For

one, it'stheriver | teachon, ol
knowit particularly well. More
importantly, the Lower Yough is
simply afantasticattaining river
during thesummer andfal. This
river islow enough to providethou-

sandsaf eddies, but steepand power-

ful enoughto produce countlesschal-

Lett hunlﬁ.

lenging attainments.

Beforel g[|et onwiththedescrip-
tions| should mentionafew things.

For one, d| o the attainmentsand

ratings | mentionare based onthe

typical summer flowsdf 1.7 t02.3 on

the Ohiopyle Gauge. Aboveand be v, = SY.T-WE, ¥,

Ao Hon b I-Ran
low theselevelsthetechniquesl VIOTC TPUTIR Y 1 T dAll 1

it il

mention start to becomeobsolete. |
haveassignedeach attainment arat-
ing based on the rock climbing scale
d difficulty.

For those not familiar with the climbingworld, a55 ascent issomething
that you can managewithout ropesin tennisshoes. A 58 requiresropes, and
asometechnique. A 510isaclimbthat necessitatesalot of experience,and
usually requiresseveral attemptsbeforeyou get it right. A 514 issotough
that only a handful o the most experiencedclimbershaveever madeit (As
d yet intheclimbingworld, no one has successfully completed a5.15).

| choseto borrow thisrating method because attaining isin many ways
identical to climbing.

Also: | oftenrefer to" attainment left” or " attainment right™. Thisisthe
left or right side df theriver, asyou look back upstream.

Onemorething: Attempting, but failing, to make somed these attain-
mentsi s not without consequence. You could find yourself upsidedown or
even pinned or broached at a bad spot... i.e.. on thefaced DimpleRock.

Makesurethat you evaluate therisks d each particular attainment be-
foreyoutry it and that your skillsare commensurateto thechallenge. And
hav%? reliable boating buddy standing by to helpin caseyou get into
trouble.

ENTRANCE RAPID
DIFFICULTY: 5.9

Description: Thisisalengthy rapid that's pretty easy (5.7ish) for themost
part, with onehard crux move. | includeit not only becauseit thesitefor the
Upstream Race, but also becauseit's a good indication to whether or not
you're ready for therest of theattainments| mention. If you can't dothis
one, you aregoingto haveareally toughtimewiththeothers. Infact, thisis
agood test for anyonethinking about trying the Upper Yough for thefirst
time. If you havetheskill and thestrength to paddle up Entrance, chances
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areyou'll haveafantastic first run downthe Upper.

Theone59 crux moveiscalled Graduation, and it can beareal stumper.
Thismoveliestwothirdsd theway downtherapid at popular sidesurfing
spot called Nemo's hole. Start in thelarge eddy just to theattainment right

d thehole, get some speed up, and blast by the hole. Thenferry directly
over towardstheriver right.

Hints: Usean old paddieand lotsd patience. The bottomd Entranceis

particularly shallow and frustrating. At thecrux move, you might noticea

‘- small diagonal holeright abovetheinitial eddy. Youdon't want to surf this
—d little diagonal holeasyou start your ferry becauseit will dow you down.
- Rather, ferry out just downstream of thelittle diagonal, huggingit close

- enough to usethe micro-eddy behind it.

=)

Ll

ATTAINMENT OF HATE _
» DIFFICULTY: 5.9

é Description: Thisattainment isontheriver left sidedf Piddly Rapid,
[ “' whichisthat bigclumpd bouldersdown around the corner from Cucum-
= ber. Go down to the bottom of the rapid and you will seethe15foot wide

- channel o water that goesover a6 ledgeon theriver left. Now paddleup
. over theledgeand into theeddy nestledinto theriver left bank. Thisis
- caledthe Attainment of Hate becauseyou haveto  really hateit before
L you can paddleupiit.

L Hints: Start at the bottom of theledgeon attainment left, and movediago-
"' nally totheright, up theledgeand
into thedestination eddy. At low
water the attainment left side
theledgeisdry and you haveto
skirtit. At higher water (2.2")you
can get away with going straight
up theattainment left sideof the
ledge. Also, watchfor the boil at
the bottom o theledge. It'sright in
your way. Waitfor it tosurge
down beforeyou paddleover it.

THE LAST
STRAW
DIFFEOULTYE
3.10

Thisinvolvespaddlingupthe
river right sided Camel and Wa-
rusrapid. Theattainment hasfour
separate moves, or "' pitches’. The
first threetake you up through the
rockson theriver right bank to
theeddy behind Camel rock (that's
the doublehumped rock near the
top o therapid). Thesecond and
third pitch areparticularly frus-
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trating becausetheriver isvery
shallow.

Thefourth pitch requiresexplod
ingout o thetop o theeddy behind
Camd rock and ferrying up and
acrossthemain flow to an eddy be-
hind oned therocksontheriver
left sided theriver. Directlytothe
attainment right of theeddy behind
Camed isasmall reef-likerock that
you must blast up and around to
maketheferry. At higher water lev-
elsyou can paddleup theriver right
sided thisrapid,andit's consider-
ably easier.

Hints: Thethird pitchissteepand
frustrating. Sometimesyou must
push off thebottomd theriver a
littlewith your paddle. Beforeyou
blast out d the eddy behind Camel
rock, back up and get some speed.
Theeddy thereisrecirculating
pretty hard; thiswill work to your
advantage.

MORE
FUNKY
THAN
MONKEY
8

Thisisashort, explosivemovethat involveshands-on contact with a
rock. At thetop of Dartmouth rapid on theleft bank you'll seea4foot wide
s!o';i Gothrough theslot and eddy out immediately at the bottom onthe
right.

Thetrick isto paddleback up theway you came. Get as much speed as
you can in theeddy and blast up ashigh asyou can intothe dot. On therock
that formstheattainment right side o theslot isa good hand hold about a
foot off thewater. Let go o your paddlewith your right hand when you have
goneashighasyoucan and, grab frantically for that hand hold. If and when
you get it, pull yourself up throughto the pool above.

Hints: Yau can't seethe hand holdfrom the bottomd the move, so scope
it out asyou go down. | have seen afew peopledo thismove by paddlingup
intothedot, turning their paddlesidewaysto bridgetheslot, then pulling
themselvesup ontheir paddle. It works pretty well, but | wouldn't doit to

my paddle.
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A DANGER EDDY
ATTAINMENT
DIFFICULTY: 5.11

Thisisazesty little number that takes you from Danger Eddy at Dimple
rapid (that's the eddy against theriver left bank directly totheleft of Dimple
rock) up into the main flow o current ontoasmall wave. Then you must
ferry towardstheriver right into the eddy
above pinball rock. Thisistough becauseit
requiresatremendous amount of speed go-
ing out of Danger Eddy. You can also attain
thisdrop directly to theriver right of pin-
ball rock, but thismoveisconsiderably
easier (aboutas.?).

Hints: Thisonly worksat lower water
levels,1.7 and lower. Usethefastest boat
you canfind. I've doneit in my T-Canyona
coupled times, but aMirageor, better yet,
a Phoenix isa much better choice.

!

SWIIMMER

ATTATNMENT
PINFICULY

i | 5-8

& Swimmer's Holeactually consists of two
& separate holesthat formaV inthemiddled theriver. Theriver left side
B theV isthepart that everyonesurfs. Theriver right sidedf theV, however,
R providesthelaunching padfor agreat attainment. Thetrick istostart inthe
-‘ eddy formed behind Swimmer'sHole, and then surf diagonally up theriver
i right side d the holeinto asmall eddy closetotheriver right bank.
‘*‘ Hints: Oneway to makethisattainment isto get alot o speed upinthe
i eddy behind the holeand enter the holeright at the point o the"V". In fact,
if you can blast up the glassy sheet of water right abovethe holeand land
sidewaysin the holeabout haf way up, themovewill bea pieced cake.

LHOOLHOUSE SLOT
DIFFICULTY: 5.7

SchoolhouseRock (right down around the corner from River's End) hasa
two or threefoot wide crack running sidewaysthrough the entire rock that
you can paddlethrough. Going downstreamfrom river left toriver right, it's
easy tofall over thefoot high ledgein thecrack. But goingfrom right toleft
requiresalittlemoreskill.

At higher water (above2'.2") you can paddle up and through the slot with-
out much difficulty. But at lower water you must hit theslot at full speed,
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throw your paddleup and over Your head so that you can grab thesides o
thedlot with both handsand pull yourself back up through. If you want to
make it even more challenging, you can attempt to pull yourself through
with your hands, and then without getting washed downstream, turn your-
s«f around and float back through the dlot pointing the other way.

Hints: At lower water thedot isalittleshallow, but if thereisenoughwa
ter to go down theeasy way (fromleft to right), you can get back up.

CUCUMBER

TP, UP, AND AWAY

ATTAINMENT
DIFFICULTY:
5.13

Finally, hereisonelast classicfor-
experts-only attainment that can be
doneat highwater.

At around 3.8' on the Ohiopyle
gauge, it ispossibleto paddie up Cu-
cumber, the steepest rapid onthe
Lower. Asfar as| know, thisattain-
ment hasonly been successfully donea
coupledf times.

Keith Backlund, manufacturer of
Backlund Paddles, hasmadethe offer
that if he witnessessomeonemaking
thisattainment, hewill award them his
finest "New World" paddie.

Totry thisonestart at the bottom on
river left and paddleup into the eddy
behind GuideRock inthemiddied the
rapid. Fromthere (and here's thetough

Main flow

. g B
Swimmer's attainment

part)ferry acrossthemainflow d the
Eiver into-theeddy halfway down therapid onriver right. Fromthere, you
canforceyour way up alongtheriver right bank.

Hints: Spend the next 6 monthsdoing ar mcurls, beforeyoutry it this
summer.

Wiell, there you haveit. For those bored with the standard lines

down the Lower Y ough, seven new approachestofamiliar rapids.

For neophyteswho arestill taking the sneak routes down through
Dimplewithtwo setsd nose plugson, taketheidead attaining back to
easier rapidson your homeriver.

Thereisno better and quicker way tolearn how to read water than pad-
dling back up an easy class1I rapid withlotsd eddies. With just alittle at-
tai r]idng practice beginners can comeback to Ohiopyleand dominate Dimple
rapid!

And you bettersboaters shoul d keep lookingfor attainmentsat every easy
rapid on your favorite rivers. Once you have mastered an attainment, try to
accomplishit withfewer strokes. Withalittle practice, you can
greaseevery attainment in thisguide. Soon you might find yourself flipping
through canoe club newsletterslookingfor that " likenew" Phoenix Cascade,
waiting in someone's garagelikethe's7 Chevy in Grandpas barn. v

Editor’s note: John Weld is the Head
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| A NORTHWESTERN CLASS V TREASURE

by Nathan Lewis

: he Cascades. From November ° attle, average180. And if that's not

' through Junethe prevailing . enough, Mt. Olympus,on the Olym:

- pic Peninsula about three hours
from Seettle, averagesa staggering

. windsdrive water-laden Pa
cificair over theseragged spires,

" producingoned the most avesome

. rainfall differentials in theworld. It
drizzlesalot in Seattleduring these

- gray winter months, but thetotal

. rainfall ismodest —amere36

inches, comparableto, say, Boston.

. But whenthewarm, humidair
. lamsagainst the 7000foot bulk of

* the Cascades, it rises, cools, and

- dropsadeluge.

- TheCascaderangereceivesover
80 inchesd precipitationayear.

. Someareas, only an hour from Se-

. 240inchesd precipitation ayear.
. E_h:?]t's acolumn o water twenty feet
* high!

The Cascades. | sthereanother

. mountain range in theworld named
- not for stone (the Rockies), not for

- trees(the Green Mountains), not for
. haze (the Smokies), not for somesur-

veyor otherwiseforgotten, but for

- water, abundantly tracing its path to
. thesea?

Onarare, clear day | could seethe

. Cascadesriseover thecity frommy
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window. | had just moved to Seattle
and | hungeredto paddie. | didn't
even haveaboat, but | lucked out
and got my eager pawson anold
Roto Bat that hadn't been out of my
friend's basement since the Reagan
Administration. | cgjoled my room-

mate Ericinto dusting off his Dancer

XT, which hadn't seenmuch use
sincehedabbledin boatingafew
yearsagoin California

""Do you know how to roll?" |

asked him.

Soon, wewere bundled in polypro
and bouncingdown some cheerfu
classIils and IVs. TheMiddle
Snoquamie, the North Fork
Skykomish, the Green River Gorge.
The Skykomish. Fun, sure, and it
wasgreat to beback inaboat. |
hadn't been boating since way back
when, last November or o, beforel
graduated from collegein New
Hampshire.

Eric, abuddingaguaphile, was
tasting new varietiesd fear on his
first ClassIV’s. | enjoyedwatching
him develop. But | yearnedfor some
ClassV. It wasout there, for sure. |

" wasreducedto visitstothelocal pad-
. dlingshop, wherel wandered

. around oglingthe new creek boats,

. pagingthrough magazines,fondling |
. throw bags, and generally making a

. nuisance o myself. A knowing but

" somewhat annoyed sal esperson rec-

. ommendedthat | get in touch with

' the WashingtonKayak Club, that be-
. neficent organizationthat hasled

- many downtheir first ClasslIlIs. |

" found them in thewhite pages.

After aseriesd calls,| managed

to get the number o Mason Hayes,
- whowas" probably boatingdownin
- Cdiforniafor afew weeks."

Score. Asit turned out, Mason

. hadn't goneto California, but was
- about to makearun d Robe Canyon. .

. Wouldl liketo

?
"Sure," | %\ig,o without hesitation,

. although after hanging up the phone
- 1 wondered what | had gotten mysdlf
- into.

Robeishard. Near Verlot, the

. South Fork Stillaguamish slotsinto

- anarrow, vertical walled canyon and
" startsdroppingwell over 100feet a

. milethrough hugeboulders,ledges,

and hefty holes. | met Mason at the

. takeout, Granite Falls. Thegaugeat
- thefishladder read 6.75feet. That's
" pretty high, about 1,800 cfs. At 6.75-7
. feet, Roberegularsstart thinking

about what other rivers might be

" running.

AsMason explained al thisin his

: gentle southern accent, weran into
. our other partnersfor theday, Gary
. and Greg. They piledtheir boatsinto

Mason's vanfor thedriveto the put

. in.

"Thisboat doesn't have much vol-

" ume doesit?' Mason asked asthey
. sgueezed my spud into the back with

Masonand Gary's Quantumsand

" Gary's Corsicaoutfittedfor C.
- "Don't thesethingsget stuck in

holes?*
| smiled and climbed in. Before
long we werewindinglanguorously

" among gravel bars, lying on the back
. decksd our boatsand watchingthe
- cloudsspin. Likemany o the

. Northwest's canyon runs, Robe

- startsdf with aplacidfloat alonga

forestedflood plain. The concept of

. "high water" seemed irrelevant as

welazily avoidedthe occasiona

" downed tree. | found out that Gary,
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" intelligent and low key, isadoctor in
. thenearby country hamlet of
. Darrington.

But beforelong the black walls be-

. gantorisealongthebanksd the
_river, intermittent at first, then con-
. gealinginto solidforms.

| dropped over thefirst ledgeal-

" most before | saw it. And, unlikethe
. ClassIII's | had been paddling, this

. three-foot high shelf wasbacked by a
" smooth, regular hole. | backendered
. and pulled thenosedown with a

" squirt move. | sobered up quick. |

" had nearly blownthefirst

- whitewater on thetrip. Robe Canyon
" had snuck up on me, and now it had

. meinitsgrasp.

Robe beginswith a set o boat-

" scout IV’s, collectively named Tun-

. hel. A surprising number of people

- screw up in Tunnel. Althoughthe

- rapidsarenot at thelimitsd naviga-
. tion, they haveacertain wildness,

an uncertainty that demandsfull at-

. tention. | lapsed and flushed intoa
. hole, surfed out, and finished the
" rapid backwards. No onesaw.

While Class|V may mean flashy

. racer movesand micro eddieson

- your favorite play run, hereit means
. "easy survival". Just get to the bot-

* tom, pointed forward and in an up-

. right position. Tunnel ended witha

- bigdrop, V-ish, wherethereaction

wavesfromthesides curled up over

. my boat, shoulders, and eventually

my head.
We were now deep in the canyon.

. Thesteep banksrose high overhead,
* delineating thetight confinesdf our
. Separatereality. LikeAliceentering
. therabbit hole, we had committed

" ourselvesto an adventurein aworld
. far from the creeping subdivisions

. and themundane dramas o the

- massesscurrying about onthe

- flatlands above. It wasdark in there.

Bdow my eddy the water thun-

. dered over a horizon and out of

. sight. Thedeep, distant roar told me:
" thisrapid dropsalongway intoabig
. hole. Wepulled over to theleft side

» and scrambled onto a boulder to

. scout.

ThiswasTrapdoor. | followed

" Greg'sfinger as he describedthe
.line.

" Start with atight moveover that

" bouldery threefoot ledge, between



the sucking holesand reaction
waves. That's Last Sunshine. Then
paddlefor the eddy ontheleft.

Paddlehard, becausethosewho dally

follow themain flow into the Trap-
door."

The Trapdoor wasa sevenfoot
dropinto atight slot and aviolent,
confined hole; onethat pretty much
defined doom.

""Everyonewho hasgoneinthere
has gotten beaten up pretty good,”
Gregcontinued. "I got vertically
pinned in there and brokemy leg".

| looked at him. Thiswasthefirst
person I'd met who had ever been se-
riously pinned. Brokeyour leg?As
theday went on, | learned that my
new boating partners had more
whitewater purple heartsthan a
dozend my paddlingfriendsfrom
the Northeast.

Mason cleared L ast Sunshineand
wasintheleft eddy, peering at the
Trapdoor over hisshoulder. He
paddled hard out thetop of theeddy
and power ferried to river right just
abovethe steaming mess. The water
really cruised through there, man-
dating an anaerobic sprint with the
paddle and the assistance of asmall
wave, which Mason surfed to avoid
the Trapdoor.

- ThenMason pedled out and drove -

- betweentwo thundering six foot

- pouroverson atwisting tongue. He

rodethetongueto the bottomintoan -

- unavoidable, powerful hole.

- Backender. Strugglingtoroll in

" theturbulence, hewashed over an-

- other fivefoot ledge, Trapdoor II.

"It's all onerapid, but we name

- the separate parts so you can better

- describewhere you messed up™, he

~later toldme.

- Theriver pooledfor amoment,
then dropped over another four foot

" ledge. On theleft wasDon's Hole, a
terminal-looking,smooth, symmet-

- richydraulic. Masonrolled up at the

" lipd theholeand backpaddledfuri-

- oudly to squeezeinto the safechute
ontheright. He pulled over and got

- out hiscameraand throw bag, smil-
ing.

Gregran clean, whileGary

paddied downtheright sideand I

- crammed his boat intoatiny slot. He -

- got out, and finished his portageon

~theright side. It looked dicey — no

- thanks! | shouldered my boet.

- Herel learned something else

- about Northwest boating: portaging

- isnot alwaysthe safest path. The

- only option wasa ong theleft bank,
acrumblingmassdf screeand ex-
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posed rock. En route, | learned

. Northwest boatinglesson #2: the
. plantshavethorns. | grabbed onefor

balance; | managedto hold onto my

. boat despitethepain.

Gary beat meto the bottom by at

" least twenty minutes.

"Hey, | seePeteup there", Mason

- announced from his photographic
. perch. Pete Flanaganwascruising
. down soloto meet us. Heran Trap-

door clean, without hesitation, and

. glidedintoour eddy. | introduced

. myself,and we started talking about
" theobviousthing, kayaks. | pointed
. to his Wave SportsExtreme.

"l likeit. It's got some speed,” he
said.
| looked at my own boat. "It's not

* mine. I'm just borrowingit."

"Lookskindalow volume," he

. said. "Doesit get stuck in holes?"

| shrugged.
Our group, now five, peeled out

" and continued downriver. | shad-
. owed the othersfrom eddy to eddy,

over ledgesand through holes, class
IV and V.| couldn't seehalf the

. moves, but hadfaithinthgélild ment

d my partnersasthey thr

. their way down theblack canyon.

We eddied out. "Seethat big hole



curling waves, abig holeat the bot-
tom, theHoleinthe Wall lurking
against theright bank. Alittle

© angledf bluesky.

tricklewassneaking over aledgeon

theleft. My Eastern Creek reflexes

chute, hopingto bypassthe whole

Pete, Greg, Gary, and Mason
bobbed placidly in theeddy, waiting
toseeif thistrip wasgoingtode-

. volveinto an epicrescue.
took hold, and I gunnedfor thelittle -

mess. Thetheory is, if theresnowa- -

ter, you can't drown. It wasalsoas
far as| could possibly get from the
Holeinthe Wall.

But | screwed up got turned
around at thelip, grabbed a boulder,
and threw mysdlf down thechute
backwards, fivefeet down intothe
pool below. | bobbed up. It worked.

My new friends wereimpressed.
"Found anew linethere, en?"

"How doesit fed 7"

"Redl tight."

""Do you think you can paddle?"

“Dunno.”

That wasenoughtalk for me. |
rested. Mason pointed to the sporty
new dimplein my bow. | didn't care,

. aslongasit wouldstill float. |
~ watchedtheclouds, waitingfor the

pain to recede.
"I think it's feeling better,” | said

- tentatively. | tried to get up, very
" dowly, than decided against it.

Another pool. Again,| eddiedout -

with Greg.
"Thison€e's called Faceplant,” he

explained."| flipped hereafew years -

ago and got somestitchesin my
face"

| watched. It wasa cascadeovera

trashy ledge. We needed to avoid a
big pourover, then wash onto abig
pillow, whichwe could ride out to

theright. Total drop, about 10feet.

over there?" Gregasked. | looked for .

ahydraulic.
"No, thebig holein thewall."
Ontheright wasan old railroad
abutment, maded brick, which had
collapsedin one place. A flumed
water wasdriving into thisgap, cre-
ating an undercut room-of-doom. |

didn't likeit, but | couldn't get avery -

goodlook atit since wewereina
tiny, unstable eddy.

"That's why thisrapidiscalled
HoleintheWal. You sort of make
thismovefrom over there, then
there's thistongue, and you want to
paddleleft. Or there'sthg option,
which some peopledo.... Gregwas
filling in the details, but | still
needed an outline.

| watched him run; where he
started and where heended up. |
watched at theangled hisboat, his
speed. Did helook scared or confi-
dent?! watched Gary, Mason, and
Pete. Start left, gotowardsthe
right...

Alonenow, | coastedirretrievably
intotheflow, hopingthat the correct
route would defineitself oncel could
seewhat wasgoing on. The current
took me.

Now | could seewhat thisrapid
wasabout. | saw thetongue, some

. "Wheredoyourunit?'| asked

- Pete, just to besure.

+ "Oh, you cansort o start any-

. where. Just point to theright.”

. Many o Robe's rapids cannot be
" mastered with simpleboat place-

. ment. Sometimesyou need power.

- fistsswinging,and claw your way
. through.

* Petestarted down, casually

- washed up on thepillow,and

* candothat, too.
. ltooktheright sideline. It was
. pretty shallow — | could seewhy

Gregreached into the back o his
boat. "'I've got some painkillers.”

You do?

"Gary, how much should| give
him?*

Theseguysbring painkillerson
their boatingtrips?

"Four Advil and two Tylenol,"

" Gary pronounced, drawing upon his

- yearsdf general practice. Greg pro-

. duced the prescription from asand-
wich baggie.

Soon, my back didn't hurt as

. much. | climbed back in my boat.

- Greg

"Tell meabout this next one,
."" Down below our small poal,

* theriver thundered out o sight. |
. paddled stiffly from eddy to eddy,

You just throw yoursdlf into thefray, -

trying toloosen up asmuch asl

" could.

"You sort of go right, then back

' |eft, and then there's thisrock. You

| " want to boof therock, either onthe
. coasted intotheeddy. Shoot. | guessl .

right or theleft.”
Okay, | guessl| candothat.
Greg pointed his Quantum down-

- stream and disappeared.

" Greggot beat up. | pitoned inthecas-

. cade.
a thebottom. | bracedintoit, hard.

. clenched.

"'l toasted my back," | said, more
- quietly than | expected. It took them
. amoment tofigure out that all was
" not well.

. my boat onto alarge rock and
" stretched out. Thecanyonwalls
. looked pretty steep, framing arect-

hefty breaking wavepiled up .

| entered therapid. Theturbu-
lencewasrelentless. | spuninmy

. little spud, switching from down-
" My lower back crampedfiercely.| .
. couldn't move. Fortunately, my line .
- gpat me between the holeand the pil- .
" low and | coasted into the eddy, teeth

- ter angl

stream modetoferry modeas| made
my way right. | think | managed to
avoid somesort o hole, but things

weregoingtoo quick totell. Thewa-
ack [eft. | followed it,

' bracing awkwardly intosurgingr e
. action wavesand small holes.

Holy smokes! There'stherock! |

" paddled hardfor theleft corner,
With someeffort, | crawledoutd .

boofed into morecurrent. | think |
avoided another grinding hole, a

. memory out d the comer of

> mg €,
but there wasno timeto look back.
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Now what?1 wasout of instruc-
tion, but thewhitewater rumbled on
and out  sight, carrying mewithiit.
| paddied hard straight ahead, not
knowingwhat elseto do. | wasbur-
ied infoam. Thewater drained out of
my helmet and into my face— |
couldn't see. | braced against blows

fromtheright, |eft, left, and abigone *

fromtheright. Puresurvival in-
stinct. Just when | felt likel'd lost
control completely, thewater re-
lented. When| could seeagain |
found mysdf inapool. | eddied out.

"Doesthat onehave aname?’ |
asked Gary, who was smiling alittle.
| probably had a pretty silly look on
my face.

"Naw, wejust kind of lump that
onein with Faceplant.”

Morebigdropsfollowed. Z-Turn
tumbled down aboulder pileintoa
big reaction wave,

"Sort of amandatory roll there,"

from my nose.
Then Landdlide, the biggest and

most difficult rapid in Robe, and, for- |
- thedownstreamsided thewall.

" Sureenough, water wasthundering
. out o the base, four feet below the

. surfaced the pooal. I've seen some

" ugly undercuts, but | have never

| surveyedthedrop. Ontheleft wasa .
complex routeover a sevenfoot ledge °

tunately, an easy carry. Mason and
Gary pulled out and immediately
started carryingdowntheright
bank. | knew | didn't need tolook at
thisoneto decide. Boat on shoulder,

between sometricky boulders, then
down through some deep holesand

" straight forwardledges. Therewasa
. lotd current. It wasnolow-volume

- creek moveand it dropped nearly 20
. feet.

Ontheright, athintrickle

* burbled down asmall tunnel and
. over an8foot ledge.

It sailed intoasmall pool, then
over another easy four foot drop, a

. three-footer, and that wasit. It
: looked like a nifty, safesneak. Why
. wasl carrying my boat?

Greg scraped over the edge,

* boofing sidewaysinto thepool. Piece
. d cake. Petefollowed, scratching

. over theedge. Heflippedonlanding, -
i (r;&lled quickly, and coastedintothe

WhaN Mason said.
| looked at himquizzically." See

. that spot over there?"' he said, point-
- ingtowhereasmall current inthe

. pool washed amiably against an in-
* nocent-lookingrock wall.
Masonexplained,as| blew thewater *

"It'sanasty sieve. Look onthe

: other sde."

| walked around and looked on

seen onethat looked so benignfrom
upstream.
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- beach our boats up against that rock
. forfun. Helean

back oneday, and
thewater caught the back deck o his

- boat. It sucked himover, and pulled
- himright out o hissprayskirt. He

flushed right under the boulder, boat

. and all.”

Horrifying. Pete had only been

" about two secondsfromthesieve
. when herolled up. And herolled up

© pretty quick.

"Gregwent in there onceand he

- flushed through, but his paddie

never cameout. Wefigureit's still in

. there."

ThisGreg?Qur Greg, sittingin

" theeddy?Apparently so.

This precipitated a discussion

+ about swimmingthrough rock

. sieves, atopicthat for me had been

. thestuff of mythology. "Who wasthe
- firstoneto swimthat sieveonthe

. Carbon?' A hand went up.

(Sincemy first run, | havelearned

that Landdlide renewsitself con-
. stantly, asnew bouldersdrop off the

cliff intotheriver. Last summer, the

" powers-that-bedecided to makeafew
. changesdf their own, dynamiting it

tomakeit passableto salmon. I'm

" suretheact wasrationalized as" en-
* vironmental enhancement". Sum-

mer water levelshave not given us

. thechanceto evaluatetheeffectsd
- thispalicy.

. "Stevewasthefirsttogothrough -
. there," Mason said. "We used to

Mos boaters, accustomed to

. changesin thisrapid, have adopted a




"|et's seefirst” attitude. Whileweall °

hopethat thisrapid has not been de-
stroyed, wefigure that, in any case,
it's only amatter of timebeforethe
cliff crumbles a bit moreand Nature
institutes somechangesd her own.)

After alittleseal moveand ashort

float weavoided the ugly undercut at
Garbageand arrived at Plunge. A
four foot ledgethat dumpedintoa
bad pourover, Gary, Pete, and Greg
paddied hard and punched it. |
boofed theright sideintoaneddy —
"somekind d creek move'. Mason
got trashed, cart whedlingfor an un-
comfortably longtime. Hemadeit
out. Most would have swam.

The canyon eased off, thecgfpresr
sivedark wallsretreating and giving
way toforested banks. We cruised
through Log Drop and at another,
unnamed rapid, stopped to crank
some360sinafriendly littlehole.
Thesun cameout. Birdssang.
Whoopinga particularly agilese-
guenced spins, itfeltlikeafamiliar
backyard classIII.

The canyon necked down again
for onelast biggie, Conversation.

"You start off withsomelittle
classIIt waves" Peteexplained, asl
scanned theentrance back into the
darkness. "Thenit narrows, and it's
classIvs. Whenthewallswidenyou
want to eddy out ontheleft. There's
abigledgedown below. I'll tell you
moreabout it from theeddy."

| started into the easy waves, ap-
prehensively. The wavesgot bigger
asthe canyon narrowed, but it was
easily negotiatedand | eddied out on
theleft. Thefina dropwasa horse-
shoe-shaped six footledgein alittle
straight-walled grotto.

" Start out on theright, and then

. look for atiny spot wherethe hole

- isn't so bad. Whenyou seeit, paddle
" back totheleft and over theledge,”

. Peteexplained. Thisall seemed a

. I|ttIevagueto me.

"Don't worry, you'll seeit, “ heas-
. sured me. Al | could seewasmist

- and spray spurting upfromthe un-

- seenhole.

Greg

- out into the current and over the
. ledge. | couldn't seewhat happened.
" Gary went over. Masondlsaﬁpeared.
. | watched their placement, theangle
- o their boats,thelrspeed ‘thelook
ontheir faces. | pededout intothe
. current, up totheedged theun-
. known.

Petewasright. | saw the opening.

. theledge, intothefold wherethe
- holewouldn't keep me. | popped u
. upright. Petedropped over thel

- and coasted up alongside, confident

. asever.

. We bobbed through someeasy II’s
* and II’s, the canyon behind us.

. "Sohowdoyoulike Robe?' Pete
- asked. By now | wasoozing painkill-

ers. )
"l think it's onecdf thebestrivers .

- I've ever done," | said. Petegrinned

. inthesun in thelong poolsseparat-

ingthefinal III’'s and Iv’s beforethe
- takeout.

On onehand, Robeisforgiving.

* Just about every rapid hasbeenrun
. upsidedown or sans boat, and
. thoughit's pretty exciting, it's rea:
" sonably safe. But Robeeludesmas-

ge .
" hardto get out d bed for another

. week, | had just enoughdrugsinme

. toheft my boat up to thecanyon's

" rim, aswedowly madeour way back
. intothedaylight and thecomforting

. soundsd traffic.

e T

" evenvery hardruns, can eventually
. bewired. Technical movesbecome

- familiar, anxiety dissolves, and the

" regularsend up hand paddling or ex-
. perimenting with hero routes. Y&t

- Pete, who runsRobeover adozen

" timesayear, and isdamned good,

. rarely hasacleanrun.

"1t almost aways getsmesome-

- where. I'veflippedinthelast rapid,"
looked at me. "' think I'm go- .
* ing to backender," hesaid. He peeled °
. out it's number 42) wasajuicy III-IV
. that reentersamini Canyon. Granite
" Fallsthundered just around the

. comer.

hetoldme.
Thelast rapid (someonefigured

"Some Easterner will comeout

" hereand run Granite someday."

Not this Yankee. It'sasurging 0

foot drop intoabarbaric holeand a
: . cruel undercut. Perhaps some sum-
. | sprinted to pressmy little boat over .
* 800 cfs. Perhaps...never.

mer, when theflow tricklesdown to

Thetakeout wasontheleft, upa
steep bank. Althoughit would be

If you arein thePacific Northwest
during the wet season, November to

* June, and want to giveRobeatry,
" and started to practicehishandrolls .
. guidebook at the Northwest Outdoor
" Center (Seattle) or Pecific

. Watersports(Tacoma). You can get

. thelevelsover the phonefromthe

" NOAA Whitewater hotline. If the

. water's up, you'll probably finda

- Roberegular at thetakeout. It's

- about an hour from Seattle. ¥

. tery. It'sahumblingrun. Mogt runs, .

pick upacopyd Jeff Bennett's
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SAFETY...... ...

A DEATH ON THE GAULEY

by Charlie W albridge

The Gauley River has been a spe-
cial placefor mesincemy first trip
in 1971. Althoughthe numbers o
kayaksand raftshavemultipliedfar
beyond anything that early river
runnerscould haveforeseen, the can-
yon itself remains asexcitingand
beautiful asever. Thisyear, dis
tracted by regular weekend rel eases
on the Upper Y oughiogheny, | did not
get tothe Gauley until early October.
Thereclear, sunny latefall weather
and vividfall colorsmade paddling
pure joy.

Asweran through Initiation we
saw several paddlers ontheright
sided thedrop. Oned the most
treacherous spotsin theriver islo-
cated here: awide crack inan enor-
mousslopingrock buried under a
sheet of fast-movingwater. The pad-
dlerswere holding ropesthat disap-
pearedinto the crack. They didn't
seem to need any help, somy party
and | continued downstream.

At Rillow Rock | stood onthe
scouting rock and watched other
boaters show off someimpressive
skills. Hot kayakers caught small ed-
diesontheleft hand side, surfedthe
largerollersacrosstheriver, and
launched themsel ves downstream
with pop-ups. A squirt boater
paddled deliberately into the pillow,
back-endered,and washed over
Volkswagenrock beforerolling up
with ahowl! o delight.

My run was considerably more
conservativel At the bottom o Pillow
Rock someonetold usthat there had
been adrowningin Initiation, and
that wed better paddlehard because
the water was beingturned off! With
afew choicewordswe hustled on
downriver.

| know thesited the accident
well. Afew months after afatality
therein 19821 descended intothe
crack at low water. The gap tapers
from about fivetolessthan threefeet
inwidthand isroughly twelvetofif-
teen feet deep. A round “chock-rock”
about threefeet in diameter is

=

| not, asweinitially guessed, atypical
casedf an ignorant paddler gone
astray. Thevictim, Dave Mills, had
been boating theriver for decades
and knew it extremely well. Hewas
very familiar with thedangers on
theright sded Initiation. Hewas
surfing alargewave abovethedrop
when amomentary lossof control
sent himflying over towardsriver
right and thewater carried himinto
thecrack. Hisboat becamejammed
there, so he bailed out. He body-
pinned on the chock rock immedi-
ately thereafter.

Frantic rescueattemptswereto
noavail. Initially an air pocket
formed, but Davewastoo weak to
hold onto arescueline. A member of
his party, holdingonto a rope,
worked hisway downto him. Dave
by thistimewas unconscious, sothe

wedged tightly into the crack three-
quartersd theway down, near the
top. At theusual fall releaselevels
theriver runsinto thiscrack like
bath water down adrain. Boaters
who paddledown theright sideare
inevitably carried intothedot; their
stern getssucked into thecrack and
their boat i swrapped, stern-first and
vertically, around the chock.

Many narrow escapes have oc-
curred here. Over theyearsyou
could often spot a kayak sticking out
d thisawful placeduring Gauley
season. Thedanger isdescribedin

several guidebooks, but apparently | rescuer tied aropearound onearm.
somefolksdon't takethetimeto Thegroup thentried to pull him
read them. free, but an awkward hauling angle

But | later found out that thiswas | madetheeffort fruitless.
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Eventually thevictim slipped out
of hislifevest and disappeared into
thecrack. Therescuersattempted to
release the boat, thinking that he
might have been trapped against it.
I, too, disappeared into thecrack,
jammingtheir lines. Thefollowing
morning his body wasfound some
distance downstreamby other boat-
ers.

Peoplewill say that surfinga
large waveabovea dangerous place
showed poor judgment. Certainly the
penalty for thisaction was severe,
but risk isamatter d degree. The
Loyd running whitewater liesin

andling its pressures with grace
and poise. Boatersare constantly
taking calculated risks whilerun-
ning or playingdrops, paddling near
spotsintheriver whichcould hurt
them.

Thepotential for injury focuses
our mind and spursour efforts; with-
out somesensed jeopardy the expe-
rience would be diminished. It's not
unlikedrivingthetwo-lane section
o Routel9ontheway totheriver,

confidentthat you (andthe people
comingintheother way at high
Speeds) are not going to screw up.
And, likedrivinga dangerousroad
lateat night, such decisionsarea
matter of personal choice.

Riversareusually forgiving,and
the penalty for amistakeisusually
nothing morethan a beating or a bad
swim. But there's alwaysthe possi-
bility that somethingmoreserious
will happen. Yearsd practicegive
expert boatersenormousconfidence.
Ridinga powerful river can make
paddlersfed like"themaster of di-
saster": invulnerable; unstoppable.

But they must never loserespect
for the power d whitewater. Pad-
dlers playingwavesand holesin dif-
ficult rapidscan be propelled across
thewidth d therapid into places
that they had never dreamed of go-
ing. Mogt o thetimeaboater can
scrambletheir way to safety, but not
always.

This accident brought back
memoriesdf thedeath o Bob Taylor
in1977. Hewasoned East Coast's
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strongest kayakersand thelast per-
son any o usexpectedtodieonthe
river. Becausehelived in Charles
ton, the Gauley washishomeriver
and he paddled it often. Hewasan
aggressiveplayboater who surfed
wavesand holesinthemidst o the
biggest drops.

Thetrouble started when he got
stuck in thelower holewhilework-
ingthethird drop o Lost Paddle. He
had been playing the upper holemo-
ments earlier, and, although well-
conditioned, hedid not havethe
strength to hang on. Hewasforced to
swim. Confident that he could reach
shore hewaved dff rescuers. But he
wasmoreexhausted than hereal-
ized. Theriver carried him intothe
far left chute in the upper part of
Tumblehomeand shoved him be-
neath an undercut rock. It took his
group an hour just tolocate his body.

Some peoplesay that thereisno
"real" classVv onthe Gauley. | think
they are mistaken. Today's boaters
havea quarter century of experience
todraw on. Lines have beentound
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which take paddlersquickly and
cleanly through the biggest drops.
"First timers” now usually enter a
rapid closeon the heelsd an expert
leader, or with preciseinstructions
on what to expect. Theriver isused
by dozensd outfitters whoare
equipped with walkie-talkiesto sum-
mon help. Access pointsabound.

Contrast thiswiththesituation in
1971, when a dozen boatersfaced a
seldom-runriver inarugged 26-mile
canyon with only oneaccess point.
Thetrip seemed moreformidable
then, but at thesameriver levels,
little haschanged. Strip away the
yearsd experienceand thedrops
would, onceagain, seemformidable.

| understand that our knowledge
and skill hasmadetherapids seem
easier. Somewerenever really as
hard aswethought. After twenty-two
yearsd looking, | finally ran Iron
Ring. Theclean left-to-rightline most
boatersusetoday isfar better than
thefar right onethat the" pioneers’”
picked out twenty yearsago.

We used to think that SweetsFalls
possesseda "terminal™ hole. Wecan
read the water better now, and can
seethat thedropisrelatively
straightforward. Neither of these
former " classV1” aretruly any
harder than theother bigdropson
theriver, onceyou know theline.

Yet thehistory of all themajor
rapidsonthe Gauley is peppered
with narrow escapes. River runners
let their guard down at their peril.

Oned thesealmost-tragedieshap-
pened the week followingDaveMills
death. A kayaker flipped in thesec-
onddropd Lost Paddle, hit hishead,
and did not roll up or bail out. His
helmet floatedfree. The group
pushedthevictim to shore between
dropsthreeandfour, wrestledhim
out df hisboat, and began mouth to
mouth resuscitation.

Although hisfaceand handswere
blueand gray, the rescuersmiracu-
lously brought him back. A helicop-
ter, summoned by anou  tter,car-
ried himout of thegorgeandtoa
Charleston hospital, wherehere-
mainedfor aweek. I'm happy tore-
port that he's back home now, with
noill effects.

Better gear and training may
make paddlingseemeasier, but |

| wish that the"" no ClassV” people
“eould seethe Gauley againfor the
first time. Theinitial run an indi-
widual makeson any river isalways
more stressful and demanding. | feel
Hihat "first time" experienceismost
truly indicatived ariver's actual
“difficulty. Moreknowledgeand bet-
_teraccessmakesthe Gauley seem
easier to manage; and watchinga
boater slidedown adropthey'verun
iozensd timesmakesit look simple.
-i3ut withtheexceptiond Iron Ring
":md Sweet's Falls, whichearly boat-
ers Ssmply had not figuredout, the
rapids are unchanged. And so I
«stand by theold ratings.

If these deathsteach usanything |

it isthat we must never, ever under-
-"Stlmate the power and intensity of
J_therlverswer un. Wemust remem- -

JOE GREINER

Joe Greiner isoned theEast's
most experienced paddiersand | re-
spect his judgment tremendously.
But | remember running the Gauley
+Wwithout the helpdof someonewho

had been down it many timesand
L had worked out the best lineson ev-

ery drop. Having Joe or someone
like him alonglowersthedifficulty
d any river, but thosewho screw up
Lwll find that the rapidsarestill
plenty nasty.
Climbing, like paddlesport, has
| ?r%d Skillshavegrown, and
the imits have been pushed back.
Yet theclimber's rating scaehasre-
mained remarkably consistent over

ber the hazardswhichwait to catch
thosewhofail to pay attention or
show the proper respect. Our joy at
beingon thewater in these unique
and special placesmust betempered
with constant vigilance, or theriver
will reach out and once again teach
usalesson.

What happened to Daveand Bab
could happento any o uswhen our
familiarity with powerful rapids
breedsacasual inattentiontotheir
dangers.

| am currently preparing my an-
nual accident report. Pleasesend ac-
counts of accidentsor near-missesto
meat 230 Penllyn Pike, Penllyn, Pa
1922 Newdletter clippingsor club
newsletter articlesarefine. On near-
missreports, | will leaveout the

Lvictim's namesif you wish.v

CHARLIE WALBRIDGE ANSWERS

Responseto Letter to Editor (Jan-Feb Issue)

bottom half isextremely useful to
more casual userswho need thedis-
tinctions between thelower grades.

Joe's right about onething consis-
tency, not numbers, iswhat's impor-
tant. But if the Gauley becomesclass
IV, and the Yough "merely" a ClassI],
and NantahaaFalls becomesClasslI,
then everythingbdow itisclassl or
less. Thismakesthe system uselessfor
thetensd thousandsd peoplefor who
spendtheir timeon easier rivers.

What we do must work for novices
aswell asexperts. | fed that the push
on the system should be up, not
down.v

theyears. The56 climbsthat were
_pioneered in the Shawangunksin
Tthe40s and 50's, whilethey no
“longer represent the cutting edge of
thesport, arestill rated the same.
TheClass3and 4" scrambles” of
the 30's and 40's were actually I
dightly harder thansimilarly-rated |
- routestoday! Thisdid not limit the
"ability of the next generation,who
followed with chalk, sticky ShOES
and improvedfitness, tousetheir in-
crediblegymnastic abilitiestoex- &
pand theenvelope. But climbersrec- |
ognized that the Scaled Difficulty is
not just for top athletes, and that the
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he next “first™, a ‘gonna’ run. | "B
= Some undone river that's as
fetchingasthelast "first™.It's . r

afun part of paddling- thetalk, the
vicarious dissecting of dream
streams. Part o thelearning pro-
cess. VioletsLock paddlierstalk
about the Lower Y ough. Lower
Yough paddlerstalk about the Chet.

On ColumbusDay, i n mid-take-
out-talk-about, a" Stunoedent™
(Stunoedentisthefeminineform of
"Canoedent”, Whichisregistered
and copy written with a government
agency that haslotsd initials) made
thecommentthat if her skillsand
progresspermit, shewouldliketo
paddlethe Lower Yough someday.

She'd heard so much about it and,
"Harvey Keck said the Lower isre-
ally aclass1irun, exceptfor acouple
o spots.™

"ThisHarvev Keck must be some
Paddler”, | said.

"Oh, heis. Hedoesthe Lower
Yough just about every weekend."

"|shean open boater?'

{:]CITEIH-UI.lﬂIE_

Simply the bast!

Nestled on a bend of the famed California
Salmon River between the Marble Mountains and
the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter
Bar Lodge.

Our amenities am unmatched - a deluxe
lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food =
well = how many sports lodges do you see recom-
mended by Bon Appétit? (Sept'92) And our rivers
are gorgeous with sections for all levels of paddlers
- a natural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides!

But what really sets us apartis our instruc-
tional program. We provide the best equipment
and you provide the desire to give whitewater
kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best
paddlers anywhere and our student-to-teacher ratio
is unmatchedat 3:1. This allows us to tailor your
week to your needs. Beginning, intermediate or
advanced. Want more rolling practice?...work on
surfing?..hole riding? Not a problem -your week
is as challenging (or relaxing)as you want it to be!

Ask us about our fall Grand Canyon trip.
Drop us a note or give us a call - we'll send you

by Greg Mallet-Prevost

"A kayaker | think..... | really
don't know him all that well. | met
Ihi m down at the Anglersinn parking
ot."

'Has heever seen you paddle?’

"I don't think so.... mg\{ .

“Look”,| said, "Withall duere-
spect to Harvey Keck, | think it
would bea good ideafor you toread
Ed Groves (et al) Appalachian WV II
book, the part about the Lower
Yough, and just treat that astrue.
Ed's spent athousand years paddling
and rating riversaround here; hes
not trying to impressanyone. He
ratesit aclassIi+ run... and | prom-
iseyoutheriver hasn't changedall
that much since Harvey bought his
first paddle.. or thefall of the Roman
Empirethat matter."

"Harvey said those book ratings
areoldfashioned. That new equip-
ment and paddling techniques have
dropped most riversabout aclass.”

"Wéll, there may besomethingto
argueinthat, but | don't think it'sa
safeideato changetherecipejust be-
causethechef getsanew spatula.”

"Thoseratings werewritten for
first time go-downers,folksin
duckiesand old guysin Grummans...
aswel ashomecreek paddlerswith

modern gear and honed skills. Rat-
ingsdescribetheriver, not the pad-
dler. And riversdon't change
much."

"Let meask you something"”, |
said, "Can you make a Marnier
Soufflés?

"Not achance. Egg whitesand |
areincompatible, unlessthey're
boiled or fried.”

"How about a Hollandai seSauce?’

"I can makeaHollandaise... At
least | now Haw to make Hollandaise.
Usualy | overheat it, add the butter
toofast or do something that makes
it separateout. Asamatter o fact, if
I'm doinga Command Performance
EggsBenedict, | just useaKnoor
mix."

"' Suppose you made Eggs Benedict
every weekend, assuming you didn't
died haydening of thearteries.
Co%!d you get the Hollandai sedown
pat?'

"Pieced cake', Shesaid.

"Wadl.... TheLower Yough isalot
like Hollandaise. Thefirst few times
youdoit, it's tough. It's aclassIII+,
nokidding, nostuff river. Andyou
need arecipe, fed, touch and helpto
get down. If you doit every weekend
It'sapieced cake."

"Butit's still aclass 111+
river!" Kegpin mind that Escoffier
tossed a separated Hollandaise now
and then, and heinvented the stuff..
or wasthat Peach Meba?’

"Anyway, the next timeyou see
Harvey,ask him what it waslikethe
first time hemade EggsBenedict.” ¥

Paddling Gloves for Amphibians

A Allseamsglued & blind stitched. 4 Velcmwriststrap.
AUrethane coatedpalm, improves grip and durability.

acolor brochure!

Dter Bar Lodge A Ergonomicatly cut & designed specificallyfor paddling.
Forks of Salmon, California 96031 i PO_Box 2895 « Seal Beach, CA 90740 @ check out weum local Paddle store.
(916) 462-4772 i
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TENTATIVE 1995 USCKT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

(as of Oct. 1, 1994)

February

2-3 - Sprint High PerformanceTeam Trials, San Diego, Cdlif.

March

7-14-Pan American Games (Sprint), Ma del Plata, Argentina

2526 - USOF South Salom Team Trials, NantahalaRiver,
Bryson City, NC.

April

1516 - USOF West Slalom Team Trials,Seattle, \Wash.

18-23- Champion|International Canoe/Kayak
Knockout,Lufkin, Texas

22-23. USOF North Slalom Team Trials,South Bend, Ind.

2930 - USOF East Slalom Team Trials,Snyder’s Mill, NH.

May

67- Whitewater Slalom Junior Team Tridls, Zoar Gap, Mass.
1314 USCKT Whitewater Salom Team Whitewater Series
Race#l1, Trials, OcoeeRiver, Tenn.
20 USI_IZ_KT Whitewater Shootout, Pigeon River, Newport,
enn.
29 - ChampionInternational Whitewater SeriesRace#1,
EagleRiver, Vail Vdley, Colo.

June

3- Championlnternational Whitewater Series
Race#2,Animas River, Durango, Calo.

Kayaking enthusagt
Smookler dead at 76

ington, D.C.

whereshewent to college. Shethen
workedfor the governmentin Wash

Smookler canoed alot inthe

1011 USCKT Hatwater Sprint Junior Team Trials,Green
Lake, Seaffle, Wash.

10 - Champion I nternational Whitewater Series Race#3,
St. LouisRiver, Carlton, Minn.

27 - PreOlympic Regatta(Sprint), Lake Sidney Lanier,
Gainesville, Ga éthrough JuIéZ)

28- Sadom World Cup#1, Prague, Czech Republic

July

2. Sdom World Cup #2, Tacen, Slovenia
9-World Cup#3, Mezzana, Italy
16-27 -JSId om Junior World Championships, Y amanashi,
lapan
21-:30- U.S Olympic Festival-'95, Denver, Colo. (Sprint conmt
petition July 2627, Boulder, Colo.; da om competi-
tion July 30, Boulder, Colo.)

August

TBA - Saom Junior/Masters Nationals, site TBA

35. Ocoee Challenge(Slalom),Oooee River, Tenn.

6- Sadom World Cup #4, Ocoee River, Tenn.

1520- Flatwater Sprint World Championships, Duisburg,
Germang

22-26- USCKT Sprint National Championships, Green
Lake, Seattle, Wash.

24 . dadomand Wildwater World Championships, |
Nottingham, England (through Sept. 3)

September

15-16 - NationsBank Whitewater National Champion-
ships, Nashville, Tenn.

and |oaned her equipmentwhen others
kayakers needed It. Sheannually coor-
dinated the July kayak trip downthe
New Riverfor National Y outh Science

by Martha Jackson
Daily Mail Staff
Originally printed January 5, 1995

Idair Smookler d South Charleston,
thematriarch d kayakersin Weg Vir-
ginia, died Saturday at home. She wes 76

Smooklerdied in her deep, said
longtimefriend Karen Hazl ett Hash of
S. Albans. Hash said Smookler worked
Friday at her part-timejobasarefer-
encelibrarianfor the KanawhaCounty
PublicLibrary, a job shetook at about
agebwhensheretired from Union
Carbide.

Smooklertook her latest kayaking
trip thissummer, and last summer vis-
ited Glacier Bay in Alaskato kayak
and observemarinelife.

Shewvas bornin Wilmington, Ddl.,

Georgetownarea, Hash said. Shewasa
member d both Coastal Canoeistsand
Canoe Cruiserswhilein Washington.

Smookler cameto the KanawhaVa-
I% inthelate1950sto interviewfor a
jobwith Union Carbide,and it while
here spotted the Elk River.

"It struck mehow muchfun it
would beto go boating,” shesaid ina
Daily Mail interview earlier this year.

Smookler go the jobat Union Car-
bideasalibrarian in researchand de
velopmentat the Tech Center.

In 1965 she joined the West Virginia
Wildwater Associationasafounding
member. Shewastreasurer d the
groupfor D years.

"Beforethen | didn't even know
what whitewater was," shesaid.

Shefound out — and avidly took to
thelocal versionboati ng?

Smookler beganto collect kayaks

American uwv March/April 1835

cargﬂers _
ealso worked asa kayak instruc-
tor and set up sessionsat the pool at
the Wes VirginiaRehabilitationCen-
ter at Institute to teach kayak rolling.

Smookl er was of ten accompanied on
her canoetrips by her dog Goldie, part
goldenretriever. Alover d animals,
shdelhad another dog and two catsas
well.

"Shedefinitelydidn't haveany fear
o whitewater," said Hash, who went
onsomeriver tripswith Smookler.
"Shehad alot moregutsthan | had.”

Smookler wasalso activeasavolun-
teer for Hopice, United Wey and First
Presbyterian Church.

Surviving: Three nieces.

A memorial servicewill beheldat a
|ater date. Barlow-Bonsall Funeral
Homeisin charged arrangements. Vv



BOTTOM M1

FESTIVAL/

RELEASES SLATED

The 1995 release schedulefor New
York's BottomMoosewill closely re-
sembletheformat of the successtul
1994 season.

During October of 1994 morethan
150 paddlersfrom seven states and two
provincestook advantage d theannual
rel eases, negotiated by the AWA with
TugHill Hydro, on thisclassic class5
runintheAdirondack mountains. On
several of the weekends,a record 50
boaters a day descendedthe Bottom
Moose _

~ Thenumber waseven moreimpres-
sive considering that an unusually dry
October resulted in flowslower than
previously thought to be optimal. But
according to AWA Bottom Moose coor-
dinator ChrisKall,thelow water
didn't seemto diminish the enthusi-
asmd visiting boaters.

"We used to think that alevel of 32
feet was pretty minimal," Koll said,
"but it turned out that some challeng-
ing new lines opened up at low water
and most the new peoplethought that
27and2 8 wastheway theriver al-
wayslooked. Everyoneseemedto have
agreat time.

"Of course, last year's low water
wassomething d an anomaly and | ex-
ect the water will be back around 4
eet during the upcoming season. If
)eoplecome back and run thesame
ines without looking—I don't know if
they'll be havingasmuchfun,” Kall
chuckled.

A simplified rel ease schedule made
the Moase moreaccessiblel ast season.
Aasimilar programfeaturing two-d
weekend releasesin thespring and fall
and a three-day holiday release over

BRIEFS

Asinthe past, Bottom Moose pad-
dlersmustsigninat theAgersFalls

rojectsitenear Lyonsdale, NY prior

o paddling. Sign-instartsat 10 am.

Preliminary plansareal so being
formulated for a Moose River Festival
to bestaged inearly October. Accord-
ing to Kall, theMoose during October
could beamagnet for paddlersd d|
skill levels.

"Becauseof drawdownsdf reser-
voirs way upstream, the Moosei sty|0|-
calyflowingaround four feetin early
October;" Kall said. " That means not
only doyou havegreat levelsfor the
hard stuff on the Bottom section—but
you have adeguateflowsfor theclasss-
4 Lower Mooseand the class2-3 Middle
Moose, located not far upstream.”

"Therejust aren't many riverswith
dependableflowsin October that fear
tureseparate classs, class3-4and class
gc 3sections, all withina 2s-mile stretch

river.”

_Detailsdf theMooseRiver Festival
will bereleased | ater inthespring.
For more information regarding Bot-
tom Moosereleases, contact ChrisKall

Columbus Day weekend has been at(315) 475-7499 daysand(315) 682-8397
lanned for 1995. evenings.v

The 1995 schedulewill be
Sunday, April 16 Sunday, June4
Sunday, April 23 Sunday, October 1
Sunday, April 30 Saturday, October 7
Saturday, May 6 Saturday, October 8
Sunday, May 7 Saturday, October 14
Saturday, May 13 Sunday, October 15
Sunday, May 14 Saturday, October 21
Saturday, May 20 Sunday, October 22
Sunday, May 21 Saturday, October 28
Sunday, May 28 Sunday, October 2

Blackadar’s Biography a Real Treat

A reviewby Doug Ammons

Never Tur n Back: The Life of Whitewater Pioneer Walt
Blackadar. Rob Watters, Great Rift Press. 1994. Pages293.

$14.95

Kayakers and outdoorspeoplearein
foratreat. Author Ron Wattershas
succeeded in bringing tolifetheirre-
pressible Dr. Walt Blackadar, whose
whitewater feats, charisma, and no
holdsbarred approach toliving makea
great story. _

Readerswill laugh out loud at hi-
larious anecdotesrevealing the sparkle
in Blackadar's eye, whether inviting 40
kayakersonan éarly run o the Grand
Cag%on,_docton ngEvel Knieval inthe
Snake River Canyon after Knieval’s
rocket motorcyclefailed, shooting cans
out of theair witha.44, or playin
Buck Rogersduringan improbableand

dramatic helicopter rescue of afellow
Iéattyaker. Andtheseare just thetid-
its.

For those whose paddli ngv\rrllemori es

don't go back 15 or 20 years, Walt
Blackadar ushered intheacceptance
and growth of kayaking asan adven-
turesport. Helived and breathed
whitewater, exploring many runsin
thewest, and at the height of hiscareer
intheearly 1970’s, he made severa
very impressivefirst descents, includ-
ing Devil's Canyond theSusitna
River in Alaskaand an amazingsolo
run downtheAlsek River. _
Blackadar wasa central figurein

severa widely seen American Sports-
man episodesand Ro%er Brown's
movie, The Edge. Hishelpfulnessto
others, enthusiasm for the outdoors
andthirstfor challengewereinstru-
mental in developingthesport. While
hisenergy and aggressiveness- even
showboat nature - rubbed some people
thewrongway, othersloved himfor it,
and no onecould remain neutral.

Wattersdescribesthisdl with hu-
mor and perceptiveness, drawingfrom
alargenumber of interviews with con-
temporaries of Blackadar whose names
aresynonymouswithanerad bigwa
ter adventure: Rob Lesser, Fletcher
Anderson, Cully Erdman, Eric Evans,
Roger Hazelwood, Ron Frye, Roger
Brown, Kay Swanson, to nameartew.
Thisgivesimmediacy,depth, and hu-
mor tothe narrative, whether inthe
backcountry of Idaho, the d%pthsd the
Grand Canyon, thewildsaf Alaska, or
at homein'Salmon.
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Everybody hastheir say asthe chap-
tersroll by, and thereader getsaclear
idead thestrongfriendship andre-
spect felt for the man; aswell assome
harsh differencesdf opinion. .

~ There's plenty of Blackadar's wilder
side, most o which isexceptionally en-
tertaining. But the book contains
much more. Watterscapturesasur-
BI‘IS! ng tendernessand depth to

lackadar, which makesthe book
much morethan a mere collection of
excitingtales. Careistaken toeluci-
date Blackadar's personal side: hisrole
asadoctor and surgeonin thesmall
townd Salmon, hiswillingnessto
speak out for the protectiondf hisbe-
loved |daho wildernessand rivers, and
his responseto the death of a young
companion. Thisgrief,intheend,
made him perhapstoo sensitive to his
ownmort |t|y. _

~ WattersplacesBlackadar into the
history d Idaho's environmentalism,
emphasizinghis participation in the

olitical battleto createthe River of No

eturn Wilderness,aswell as many
other smaller baffles. _

Butfirst and foremost thebook is
about the placed whitewater kayaking
inBlackadar's life. Thosedf uswho be:
gan kayakingafter Blackadar'sun-
timely death 1n 1978 now are granted a
chancetoappreciateoned thetrue
pioneersd the sport, someonewhose
story isstill bigger than life.

I'guarantee you'll comeaway from
this with laughter, a thoughtful
respect for Blackadar, and a contagious
fseﬂggtthat lifeisworthliving to the
ullest.

Order aco% our | ocal book-
store, or call 1+ 6857. Itisaso
availablefrom Great Rift Press, 11365 E.
Bonneville, Pocatello, ID 83201 Paper-
back priceis$14.95.¥

| /3’1'5\
; 3 Ly RIVERSPORT
| . 213 Yough Street

™ =l Confluence. PA 15424
[ o (814)395-5744

One o the top whiiewater schools in the
country. Riversport offersa safe yet
challenging experiencefor first-time beginners,
as wel as experts.

Friendly ingtructors, small classes, excdlent
equipment,and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Studentsare
carefully placed in small classesaccording to
ill level. paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about bur
special dinicsand group rates.

BRIEFS

NORTH BRANCH POTOMAG
)

RELEASES SLAI

by Ed Gertler

he Corpsd Engineershastenta
tively consented to schedul efour

weekendsd recreational water
rel easesfrom Jennings Randolph Dam
akaBloomington Dam) on the North
ranch Potomac River.

Thedateswill beasfollows:
April 15, 16, 29, 30 and May
13, 14, 27, 28. Flow will be

about 1,000 cfs.

We expect to haveat | east seven
hoursd water each day from9amto4
pm. Butintheeventd adry spring,
either flow volumeor durationd dis
charge could be cut back. For that rea
son paddlersareadvisedtoconfii
therel easesa day beforehand by call-
ingthe Corpsd EngineersBaltimore
District Hotline (410-962-7687),the U.S
Wesather Bureau River Forecast Center
(703-260-0305), or the Canoe Cruisers
Associ ation Hotline (301-656-2586).

Also, beawarethat in theevent o
unusually wet weather, which might
forcethe Corpsto releasemorethan
1,000 cfs, the Corpswould official Iy
statethat the releaseis " canceled”.
Thisdoes not mean that thedamis
shut off. It just meansthat because
morethan 1,000 cfsisbeing released,
the Corpsisdisavowingthemselvesd
liability for anyonegettingin trouble
ontheriver. (TheCorp believesthat
flowsgreater than 1000 cfs may bedan-
gerous. _ _

TheNorthBranchislocatedin
western Maryland, alongthe West Vir-
giniaborder, near the SavageRiver,
Sited the 1989 World Whitewater
Championships. Thewater release
breatheslifeinto asix and a half-mile
stretch o Class2and 3whitewater set
inaremoteand scenic gorge. Compa
rableto the L ehigh, Casselman, or
Nantahala, thisisthesort o stream
that noviceand intermediateswill en-
joy asadownriver run and moread-
vanced paddlerswill enjoy asa play-
ground. T _

~ If youareunfamiliar withthis
river, itsshuttleroute, etc., just show
up at Bloomington, Maryland on any
releasemorni n_(]:j and for carswith
boats. There will be plenty of them,

and someonewill beglad to adopt you.

Hereareafew additiona pointers.
Thesereleasesarethe product o over
twelveyearsd persistent hounding
and politickingby a coalitiond the
American Canoe Association, River
and Trail Ouitfitters, and Cheat River
Ou tters,and morerecently,the Min-
eral County West VirginiaDevelop-
ment Authority. Mineral County is
sponsoringthesereleases(whicl
meansthe Corps has pal med off |egal
andfinancial responsibility on these
nice people). So we cannot urge you
strongly enough to go down to nearby
Keyser, Wegt Virginiaand patronize
thelir restaurants, stores, gas stations,
etc. And let your 1dentity asboatersbe
known. _

Only if we proveto bean economic
asset t0 thecommunity can welook
forward to their ongoingsupport. This
and your participation inthesere-
leasescan hopefully lead to continued
releasesand moredf them.

If you desire moreinformationon
Mineral County facilities, giveacall to
the Chamber of Commerceat 304-788-
213 Also,campgroundsare located
near the Randolph Dam (probabéla}/ .
availablefor May releases) and at Big
Run State Park inMaryland. Un
fortunately, the Corpshasinsisted on
passing on their extracoststo the us
ersgffaddlerscan anticipatea$200 ac-
cesschargeto usethe Barnum put-in.
Also, Westvaco has posted most land at
Bloomington.

Whilewe havesofar had no prob-
lemstaking out at the mouth o the
Savage, be preparedfor the possibility
o Westvaco enforcingtheir warnings
and pleasedo not give the security
guardsa hard time. Analternatetake-
out isjust upstream o thestonearch
railroad bridgein Bloomington, with
Parklng up at theschool parkinglotin

own

 Finaly, notethat the popular park-
inglot infront of thetwo-story brick
bulldingisprivate proEer(tjy, ease
take care not to block the driveway or
do anything elseto offend this
company's very tolerant owner. Havea
great trip.v
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test, design, destroy, improve, redesign, and weork darn hard on the products we sell

SO YOU CAN

put this much fun into the days you love.

|r "~ 7 " Calltoday for a Free Catalog. _1|
| 1-800-635-5202 |
I Or mail coupon to: |
| Northwest River Supplies 2009 §. Main & Moscow ID 83843 |
|
|
|
I

| Name
1 Address

Northwest River SupplieS...
C 5605 | Your Paddlesports Specialist.
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New England Cup Series Slated

by Jamie McEwan

~ Last year's New England Cup Se-
riesattracted morethan 130 partici-
pants, who competed for trophiesat a
challengingnew racesite. Thisyear's
series promisesto beeven better. Is
thereanywhereelsein this hemi-
sphere whereso man%/ top racescan be
packed into onemonth? _
There havebeenafew changesin
therulesthisyear. Now, inorder for a
classto qualify for New England Cup
trophies, there must beat | east three
participants in each d the" counting”
number of races, i.e. four inslalom,
threein wildwater. S twist your
friends armsand get them out there.
Also, thosewho raceintwoor
fewer racesinslalom,or onein
wildwater, will not receivean overall
ranking intheseries. Classesoffered
will includek-1, K-1W, C-1 and C-2for

both expert and junior (born after 1977)

addlers. Theremust beat least three

atsineach o four dalomor three
wildwater racestoformaclass.
Classesin C-1w and G2M will be of-
feredif thereissufficientinterest.
Awardswill begivenfor each race,

Sk -t
e N

NOVA

with he New England Cup awards
givenat thefinal event. o

The New England Cup Seriesisas
follows:

White River Wil
April 8 Mascoma Sladom
April 9 Mascoma Wildwater
April 15 Thoreau’s Portage
April 22 Miller's Wil
April 22 T’ville Sadlom
April 23 T'ville Wildwater
FINAL
April 23 RattlesnakeSalom
April 0 Snyder's Mill Saom
FI NAL

A packet of informationand entry
formswill besent to all New England
NSAMC membersand to entrantsin any
o last year's races. Othersmay obtain

acketsfrom Mitchell,R.D.#2,
ox 922, Canaan, Hampshire
03741V

-

AISIET Guidesto Alaska'sRiver S -

Since 1975

For information call 907-745-5753 or Fax 907-

P.O. Box 1129 Chickaloon, AK 99674 =

American Whikrnelr
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\S(outh | nstruction
osums
Pg‘;i?led

The Second Annual Symposiumfor
Youth Instruction will besponsored
thisyear by Perception, Inc. at two
sites: the Nantahala Outdoor Center in
Bryson City, North Carolina(March3-
5);and the Manor Camp in Potomac,
Maryland (March10-12).

e Symposiumisopentoall
school, camp and community based
addl esportsinstructors, including
hoseinterested i n a programstart-up.

" Our speakers comefrom avariety
d backgroundsand ared| excited
about thissecond annual event.” says
Risa Shimoda Callaway, coordinator
for the Symposium. ) o

eakersat oneor bothsiteswill in-
Cl\ll &g %_;ordEn Black, HeM}I(nst&:ctor atI
om , Cascade Schoo

o] Bm_seldah%r;]%’eter Kenne%, Execu-
tive Director of AdventureQuestin
Woodstock, Vermont; and Mark Moore,
Instructor at the &t. Alban’s School
Vo¥ager Program. .

hoseintérested in attending should
contact Perception at (803) 859 /518V

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

e

(815) 906-5387:
“CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BR

e -
March/April 193F



g his wedk, 1 hoard the same thing
three friends at work: “Pete,
how's it going? You look a litile down.™

“I'm doing OK. thanks," I say. Yeah,
I'm doing allright.

Well, I'm not doing allright, and |
fgured out why exactly ten minutes
ago when [ was talking t0 my boating
buddy Bob on the phone. The last tima
I was with Bob we were suiming Dig
waves, small waves, violent waves,

by PeterCogan ou-name-it wavesall over the
ennebec River inMaine. Blgz(Mama,
et

"Whenever Ifind myself growing grimabout the mouth; Hawaii 50, The Monster. Roc
whenever itisadamp, drizzly November in my soul; when- Eggg{g&etlﬁ\é%m%geﬁéiog%?% fgt:r
ever Ifind myselfinvoluntarily pausing beforecoffin ware- sk skatesale; I'm going mountain
houses, and bringing up therear of every funeral | meet; biking with some non-boaters.
and especially whenever my hyposget suchan upper hand "Bob, I'm depressed; | need to
of me, that it requiresa strong moral principleto prevent paddie. I'm unhappy thistimeevery
mefromdeliberately stepping intothe street, and methodi- Y& | cant figure it out. Andthenlfi-
cally knocking people's hatsoff-then, | accountit hightime y9 9

" "I wish youwould explain thisto
togetto seaassoonas| can. my girlfriend," hesaid.

. . New England boating (definition:
-Herman Melville, Mobv Dick Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont,

1 il fine of
whitewaler

and touring
paties

s (AL et Pt ol

LigHTNING
PapoLes Inc,
27800 Bp, Unper Ha.

Colton, R 8017

Bk g4 AR

el el

[EREF ) (AT
pep-
| | e
Aullks

Law Fersigler
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SEREEEEERER
continued from page 64

M assachusetts, Connecticut, Nev
Yo\r/l\? isfantastic.
eve got thebigriversandthe

steep creeks. Weve got riversturned

intosewersaswell asisolated moun-

1Elal nstreams. Dam releaseand natural
ow.

But by thetimeit getsto be Novem
ber, unlésswe get someheavy rains, we
got nothing. The Kennebec disconnects
1ts800 flow number. The Dearfidd is
done. S istheMoose _

TheWes (anightmarewith 300
boaters, but at least it's water) s past.
It's dry. If youwant to seetruedespera
tion, ask some New Englanderswhere
they ledin November."Y esh, we
droves hoursinto Canada. Cold ashell,
class56. Jack pinned, Jim broached...”
blah, blah, blah. Desperate.

S we spend moretime on those
other pursuitsthat mekelife worth-
while meeting non-boaters; seeingfam-
ily; hangingout with co-workers;
eckingthe gear for thenext season.
Skates and snowboardsand skisand
snowshoes. Spendingtime with our
wivesand children. _

Every November | redlize- mostly
Friday and Saturday nights, because
I'm not driving with a good friend toa
river-that | don't haveagirlfriend-
again. No wonder I'm depressed.

And wediscoverthat al| thisother
stuff isjust other stuff. Thesearenot
thethingsthat totally rock us. Were-
discover that oned thevery few pure

leasuresin life- timeafter timeafter
ime; inrain, snow, Sleet,andsun- is
loadi 2‘? our boatsonto our erécz;s, taking
a| that gear for another weekend o
boomin” and zoomin’, backing out of
thedrives, and headingto theriver
withour friends.

Our friends- thosefolksweseeal-
mogt every weekend from April to Sep-
tember. Theoneswho sharethelong
and short drivesto any river withina
o0 o besty e ot o bty

iketorunthe and not o
drops, surf the big waves, rideand get
clobberedin thebig holes.

Who dragged you dff therock when

ou broached, gave you the high ten &f-

er an extended surf on aswest waveor
after adynamic movethat nooneelse
seemed fo get... who shared with you
thethrill,beauty and respect d
whitewater. _

Thesearethefriendswhosebonds
with you are o and tight you
don't even haveto talk about it.

| gonnastart crying. v

EDITOR'SNOTE: Peter Cogan isthe
President of the Canoe Club of Boston.
When not boating, he teachesEnglish in
SouthernVermont. (Cheer up Peter. It's

Spring!)

HOUSEHA
CLASSV F%'D

HU... OR
A\

OFF-SEASON
TRAINING

TIPS

by Gary Rempe

Haveyou beenacting likeajerk?
Areyou sufferingfromdry skin,
proprioceptive hallucinations, and
an unquenchabl eappetitefor aco-
hol and kinky sex?Do youfind your-
sf bathing or showeringfor times
longer than you would fed comfort-
ablediscussingin public?If so, then
you'resufferingthetell-talesigns of
whitewater withdrawal . No doubt
your rivers areeither toolow or too
frozento run. But don't fret, my
friend. Now there's acure!

That's right. Withalittlework
you can transform your homeinto
an outstanding class5run. The hell
with your local piss-creeks. Polish
enders, back surfing, playingin
megaholes, falls, chutes, ledges; it's
all waitingfor you, right in your
own home! So pedl your disgustingly
"hair" less body dff the couch and
listen up.

First and foremost, househair
boatin’ isn't for wimpsand itisn't
for naturelovers. You househair
boat for only onereason...you love
and missgetting totally trashed!
Takeoned thesport's pioneers,
long-timehousehair boater Jackass
"TheNeedle" Hosehammer. He
earned his nicknamewhen asewing
needlemutilated hisleft eyeduring
aseal launch off a"harder than it
looks" 4 decker bookshelf. As Jack-
asssays" @%& * #noH& #*spinel ess
&E@H&HI@# WOrMS @#$*&$&&
househair boatin'™

Another important pointisthat
househair boatin’ requiresat least
two participants. Angry spouses

American %izeumerv March/April 1995
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ATIN’:
THRILLS

finding it difficult to cope with pad-
dlerswhoarehomeall thetimework
really well. Other adrenalin starved
whitewater junkiesfit thebill, too.

Once you decideyou "need" to get
trashed like you've never been
trashed beforeand have put together
your team, you can then beginto
plan your first amazingrun. What
followsisa"classic" househair run
Jackass put together to help you
with your planning.

TOILET TERROR

Asoneobserver noted, " Toilet
Terror islike being trapped upside
down in awhirlpool with porcelain
cliffson every sde." Here's how you
and a buddy can experiencethis
thrill.

Rapidly drink six bottles of beer
each to adjust your brainsto make
the experiencemoredisorienting. If
six beerssoundslikealot, remem-
ber, thegreat thing about drinking
and Toilet Terror isyou can always
take out and flushif your ride be-
comesto gnarly- and you haveto
puke.

Next, shaveacircular bald spot
on theback o your heads so you can
firmly attach atoilet plunger. Graba
bucket of ice, somesmall piecesd
wood, astop watch, atengallon plas
tic bucket, a plunger, and head for
the bathroom. Placetheten gallon
bucket abovethetoiletand run a
hosesothat thetoilet will flush for
several minutes.

Now wet plunger and firmly at-
tach it to the head of your buddy.



Have him kneel infront of toilet and
talk to him casually. When he's to-
tally unprepared, thrust hishead
intothetoilet and flush. Set your
watch and gradually add theiceand
stickswhilepushing your buddy's
head up and down inthetoilet. When
your buddy signals (using the stan-
dard middlefinger) that he's ready to
bail, dumpintherest of theiceand
plungehim even harder for just a
couple secondslonger. Remember,
it's your job to makesurehegetsto-
tally trashed!

Now, pull him out, stand himup
rapidly for agreat head rush, and
then throw him back onthefloor.
Highfivesand on to your turn!

WHIRLPOOL
ENTANGLEMENT
SMULATION( VIES)

It's nicetofollow Toilet Terror
with WES After your buddy getsup
df thefloor, put himin aboat and
make him knuckle hisway through
the house and out to the backyard.
When hearrives, tosshimin akayak

ATTENTION:

that has been suspendedfromatree
with ropesto the bow and stern.

Now turn the boat round and
round until it's woundtightly. Then
letit rip! Grabyour throw ropeand
half way throughtheridetossawad
o it toyour buddy. Seeif hecanded
with it?Whoever can untanglethe
most ropein theshortest timewith-
out gettingstrangled scoresbig
points!

nEVEReNDINGeNDER
uNTILyOUpUKE

Next, start swingingthesame
boat back and forth and, using pul-
leys, raising and loweringfirst one
end and then theother. Thiswill
simulate thegreatest back to back
endersd your life. Seewho can do
themost endersand belchesat the
sametimewithout "hurling”.

PICKUP TRUCK
SIDESURFING

Next headfor thedriveway. Have
apickuptruck with asnowblade
waiting, placeyour kayak parallel in

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES
AWA s CFC #0839

Contributionsto AWA t hr ough the Combined Federal
Campaign are dedicated totally to AWA’s aggressver

whitewater conservation activities. (Pleasedo not use

the CFC to renew your AWA membership.)

THANKSfor your support

HUMOR

front o theblade. Climbintothe
boat with helmet and life jacket.
Safety isimportant! If it's winter and
there's iceontheroad, you'reinfor
aniceride. If it's summer, however,
and you haveto surf grass, bepre-
paredfor an ordeal.

Speed isthenamed thegamein
Pickup Truck Sidesurfing. The
record standsat 87 mph. Thekey is
to keepa cool head and your up-
pavementedgehigh! If there's
enough snow on theroad to createa
pillow on your "wave", you can spin
until the cowscomehome! After 40
or so milesit's timeto head back.

THE CLASS 6 NERVE JOB
On theway back homedrop your
buddy dff at a major intersection and
make him knuckle hisway acrossa
busy road whilein hisboat. If heex-

its, hisrunisautomatically disquali-
fied. It's aheck of asight to watch
the best househair boatersknuckle
with just one hand and drink beer
with theother... whilecrossinga
class VIfour |ane expressway!

A

KAYAK \
RI0S HONDURAS

Trip Leaders
MARY PHIL
HAYES DERIEMER

BEGINNER
INTERMEDIATE
ADVANCED
EXPERT
CUSTOM

CALL FOR DATES

(800) 255-5704
10281 HIGHWAY 50
HOWARD, CO. 81233
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HUMOR

STAIRWELL TO HELL

Many houseshavestairsthat lead
tothelaundry room. Onceyou ar-
rive homeclimbinto your kayak at
thetop of thestairsand away you gol
Cookingoil on your boat will really
make you smoke! Onceyou become
more advanced, cart wheelingand
gatescan add to theexcitement!

WASHING MACHINE
PIROUETTES

Onceinthelaundry room, head
for the washing machine. Ridingthe
spincycleisadream cometruefor
any great pirouetting-ender artist.
Imagine cranking out 2,000full 360
degreerevolutionsinarow in just 10
minutes!

Simply set your washing machine
tospin, hopin,and letitripon.
Whilespinning, practice paddle
twirlswith a baton and, when you
get better, leapingin and out o the
washingmachine whileit's still run-
ning.

nce you've

smelled the

dirty
clothes, heard the
electric motor hum, and
revved out your first
6,500 or so pirouettes,

you'll be hooked for life!

ADULT ONLY PADDLE
ANTICS
Now cap off your first househair
run with sometechnical paddling
designedtorid your housed the
InilfgdknaCks that younever really
iked.

Map out a coursethrough your
house around and over obstacles.
Start at oneend and take off running
with your paddlein hand. Eddy out
behind thesofaand accidentally
break that tacky ceramic duck your
mother-in-law gave you. Dashinto
thekitchen andlimbounder the
table. Bounce on your beds, run up
and down thestairs, seal launch off
thecouch, crank a Polishender into
your bean bag. You arelimited only
by your imagination and the amount
a alcohol left in your blood!

When youfinish your day of
househair boatin’, highfivesall
around and congratsto everyonein-
volved.

S0, what areyou waitingfor?
With househair boatin’, you too can
get aserious paddlingfix, evendur-
Ingthe" off' season!

_ EDITOR'S NOTE: Gary Rempe does
hishousehair boatin’in Seattle,
Washington.¥

1-800-336-9090

American Whitewater
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Wave Soort
Announces Yout h
Support Pr ogr am
for 1995

For several years Wave Sport, Inc.
has provided support and equipment to -
alarge number of junior paddlers at
therequest d clubs, camps, schools,
coaches, and parents. Somed these
young people have gone on to become
instructors, coaches,and internation-
ally competitiveathl etes. Recognizing
that youth programsare thefuture of
whitewater boating, Wave Sport isdo-
nating a minimum o 3% o their 1994
grossrevenuesto youth programs.

During 1995 Wave Sport will also
expand support to youth oriented
kayaking programsby donating kay-
aksviathe National Organization &f
Whitewater Rodeos. Theoverall expert
K1 winner d each freestyleevent will
present a Wave Sport Kayak to the
youth programof their choice.

For more information contact

1996 Olympic Slalom
TicketsTo Go On Sale

nJuly of 1996 the world will
belookingat ariver- the
Ocoee, which originatesina
hallow o the Blue RidgeMoun-
tains, whereTennessee. North ™
Carolina and Georgiameet. To
the Cherokee, whotirst inhab-
ited the region, "Ocoes" means
"Placed the River People.” And
in 1996 that iswhat it will be, as
45,000 whitewater fans cqn%egata
to watch the 1996 OlympicSa
![_om Canoe/Kayak Competi-
ion.
Ticketinginformationfor
the OlympicSldom Canoe/
Ka?/ak Competition,aswell
asfor the 550+ other Olym-

David Gilmoreat(303) 736:0080. V

A

Plceve_nts, will be pub-
ished in a48 pagebook to
bedistributed nationally
onMay 1, 1995. The At-
lanta Committeefor the
Olympic Gameswill not
begl n processingorders
until June 30, sothat ev-
eryonewill haveafair
shot at gettingtickets. If
June30 thereismore
emand for ticketsfor
anindividual event
than thereareavail-
abletickets, alottery
systemwill beiniti-
ated. G| (404) 224.199%
for additional ticketingin-
formation.

_ Approximately 14, 000
ticketswill be madeavail-
ablefor eachday o the
1996 OlympicSadom Ca
noe/ K Competitionto
beheld July 26,27 and 28,

Thoseinterested in vol-
unteering for eventsonthe
Oocoeeshould writeto the
TennesseeOcoee Develop-
ment Agency, Rt 1 Box 1996,
Benton, 37307-19%. ¥

e -
3
5 i

Photos by Robert Harrison
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9 Whitewater Open Canoe
Downriver Championships

June 20-22.... Youghiogheny River .... Pennsylvania

TheOhiopyleSectiond the
Yo%upghera{y River will play host to
the Whitewater Open Canoe Downriver
Championshipsthis year on June 20-22.
Theraceisbeing cosponsored gy the
ACA and Riverspsrt School of Pad-

diing.

Etthe projectedlevel of 25feet the
Yough presentsa balancedf technical
difﬁcultg, safety and fun.

The Sprint Coursewill beonthefa
mousLoop, which containssix major
classIl+ rapidsin onemile. The
Downriver coursewill includethe
Loop and six additional milesd river...
referredto asthe Lower Yough in most
guidebooks. Thereareadozen major
rapidsand another dozenminor ones
onthiscourse.

Portagesare optional and should be
scouted in advance. _

Classeswill include: premier,any
age, either sex; senior, age Sor ol def;
master, age40 or older; mixed, oneman
and onewoman; century, total age of
100; junior,18 yearsor [ess; cadet, 16
yearsor less; and youth, 10-14 years of

e

« ACA event membershipand insur-
ancewill be included in theentry fee.
Detailsare availablefromthe
Downriver Nationasc/o Riversport,
213 Yough Street, Confluence, PA.15424
or (814) 3355744, _

To volunteer to helpwith theeven
contact Bob Ruppd at Riversportor
George Stockmanan (517) 361-2134V

BRIEFS

195 Kern River

Fedival
Announced

TheKernRiverishometo oned theoldest
kayak competitionsin thecountry. Thisyear
the 31 Annual Kayak Raceswill be held as part
o the Kern Festival. Three daysd competition
will begiin withdadom clinicson Friday, April
14th. Thedaomclinicfeeis$2000. Clinicen-
rolimentis being limited to ensure personalized
attention.

Downriver races, a whitewater rodeo and
theTJSdom Classicwill also befeatured. The
entry feeis$12 before April 13and $20 after
April 13 Thefeeentitlescompetitorstoenter as
many eventsasthey wish. Each competitor will
asoreceivearafile ticket for a new kayak. Nov-
ice boatersare encouraged to participate.
Eventstake placeat theKernville Riverside
Park, which will also play host to demonstra:
tionsand displaysd new whitewater equip
ment.

Adinner danceand auctionwill beheld Sat-
urday night at Ewing's restaurant. Tickersare
$12. Proceedsfrom theevent will gototheKern
River Alliance, a newly formed advocacy group.

For moreinformation contact John Sealsat

(619) 3764644, %

The Geead

FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC ALYER

e CALL US TODAY !

Outdoor Adventure Center

included.

= LEARNWITH THEPROS = I

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day 5 on easy whitewater.

WHITEWATER CHALLANGERS GUIDE SCHOOL

(717) 443-9532

Amerima H'Mummvﬂm:h;.i_pr.‘l 1545



Confessions of a PADDLE-A-THON Recidivist (o s conenomgver e
or HEY, Were Talking _ Shenandoah In 1994 Rusee) selected 2
FREE DAGGER BOAT HERE! e

By Russell Groh

When| first joined the AWA two
yearsago, | recelved an entry formfor
the AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-Thon with

first issued AMERICAN

ITEWATER. "What agreat ided" |
thought, "' but how am | goingto find
timetodothis?" It sounded too much
likework.

Littledid | realizeat thetime, but | m
would bethe First Grand Prizewinner
in both 1993 and 1994 and add two great
Dagger boatsto my stable. Yousee, I'm
not onethat really feelscomfortableso-
liciting money from peoplel don't
know, especialyfor acausemost ]
peopleoutsidethewhitewater boating  how much monﬁ/ c%)Ou collect, just get
community don't understand. off your butt an i === S50 with the

Eventually | decided to gi veitatry When| found outthat | earned the 1995 AWA/Dagger Paddle-a-
(I was goingto be paddlingduring the most money and wonthe Grand Prize Thon just around the corner in June,
month o Juneanyway). Andasit in 1993, | wassurprised tolearn that now isthetimetostart planningyour
turned out, peoplewerevery interested  only 14 peoplehad participatedinthis  attack. Remember, therehaveto bea
in helpingto sponsor me. great fundraiser. What asad statistic  few peopl e%/ou know that conned you
The pointis— it doesn't really mat-  consideringthe AWA haswell over to buyi ngt eir kid's Girl Scout cookies
ter how many people sponsor you or 3000 members! thisyearT v

Shineup ariver near you during

NATIONAL National River Cleanup
Reiver- W eek

CLEANUP WEEK
e May13-21,1995
Call 1-615-524-4814

toregister your river or for thelocation of a cleanup near you.

Supported nationally by America Outdoors, American Canoe Association, American Rivers, American
Whitewater Affiliation, National Association of Canoe Liveriesand Outfitters, National Paddlesports
Association, and Ohiopyle Printswith support from the National Park Service, USDA Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management and Bureau of Reclamation.
Coordinated nationally by America Outdoors.

American H?:lmmv March/April 1995




Another good prospect issmall
businessesthat you patronize, _
cially paddlingshops or outdoor outfit-
ters. (Thank you Brad at Springriver!)

Another good way tolight atireun-
der youistochallengeafriend or pad-
dlingbuddy in your club and seewho

can comeup with themost money per g

hour or the most hourson thewéter.
Youd beamazed what alittlerivalry
candofor your totals! Just ask my
brother. o _

_ Another tipistoremind con-
tributors that their donation istax de-
ductible. Youshould alsoapproach
peoplewith theangle that you're help-
Ing theenvironment by rai'sing money
forriver conservation’. _

But regardless d how you decideto
proceed, be warned — my brother and
| will probably both need new boats
theend o thesummer. So watch out!!

(Editor's Note: Seehow you can par-
ticipate in the 1995 AWA/Dagger
Paddle-A-Thon elsewherein thisissue,
or call the AWA ExecutiveOffice at (914)
688-5569t0 request your entry materials.
Besidesall thesuper prizesindividuals
can win, AffiliateClubsareeligibleto
receive25% of thecash raised by their
participating members!)

il

-

vacalion resart. Snd

AWA applands its members, Affillates and
friends for % our conservation
and access efforts the tewater Defense
Project 1864, You allow us to ralse our
sights and beef up our goals. Thanks!

Attainers JamesL. Corey
($50 or Mor e) John Cornelison

Jim Abbott RL. Cogtantini

Michael Abemathy David E. Cowelt

AIRE John Deardorff
WilliamR. Allen Stephen Demetrioun
Andrew Altman Gene Denton

Ken Barnes Fred & Helen Dorrough
Dan Becker John Dunkle

John M. Bell Leilani Drayer

Glenn Belongie Douglasand Pat Ebeling

Belbod Y,

Roger E. Belson, M.D.
Tom Beres

Peter R. Berngtein
Georgel. Blackham
Dr.and Mis Philip Bobrow
Nancy and Michael Bockelie
Dan Brandvold

Bernard Bryson

Larry Calof

LonnieCarden
CharlesCastleman

DanaD. Chalfant

Ed Cline

Kenneth M. Conaly

L 3

Carl J Erb

Dorothy B. Fihing
EricaFletcher

John Fralick

Benno Friedman

David Frierson

Robert S. Gannon

Ken Garrison

Don Gibson

John Gilrein

Mathew Giltner and Pam
Dellea

Paul Girard

Robert and Susan Glanville

—Tom Goodacre——————
Barry [¥. Caraham
Davad Gireenwakd
Mlichae] Ciroms haer
Surven Ciroves
Eobert Deitafion
[Don Hasshon

ﬁevln 3 Hannon

Bob Harvey

Bruce Hayes
Jennifer Hayes
Hearn & Potter

Joan Hodnett

Bill Hoey

Margeand Bill Hone
Richard L. Hopley
Doug Hudson

John and Carolyn Jentzer
Paul Joffrion
Elizabeth R. Johns
Marilyn Johnson
D.G. Jones

Eric Juday

S. Vincent Juska
ChrisKdly

Dottie Kibler

Britan A. Kilbourne
Nick Kowalski
Leapin LoungeLizards
GregLind

Dionigi Maladorno
Man of Rubber
John'W. McCain

and Sports
lacksburg, VA

- We have it all; equipment for paddlers ...

from beginner to expert!

= Experienced Paddiing Staff

= Full instruction Program!

= Fantastic Selection!
- Great Prices! ;

e A

-y
. e A ik L .
— X ad --—-T.h‘E

r s i
i

i

aur rivers are chean, wanm
and uncrovded. and
S-day cOurs k

.
Give us a Rk

call...

= EE:EEJ‘: ]
BACK COUNTRY

SKI AND SPORTS

3710 South Main Sreet

Blacksburg, Va 24060

(703) 5526400 108 MF, 10-5 Sat

e DA A R L, AN CENTIRE
Bas 615 o Wi 180

Harry 5 Bz
i inbed (613 S350
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John McClenny Tom Stevens ThomasJ. Christopher Tom Logan Mac Thornton
JmMcCormick Mark and Tracey Stoddard Bob and LindaCooley JimLow IIiiEd Technologies
JamesMcEwan Carl W. Suchovsky Jim Cowan JamesLuna Dan Vdens
Michael McClintock John Survant Stan Crane AnnMcAlpin John K. Victor
JA. McNemey John R. Sweset Terry and Karen Curtin JimMcCarthy Marja and Lewis Wagman
ChrisMarsh Michae! Tanksley Rex Dalrymple JamesE. McComb Bill Wells
Scon Mason SteveTaylor Kerry Deardorff Bob McDougalt DaneWhite
Chuck Meyer Richard Thistle John Patrick Driscoll Sam McLeskey, J. T. Douglas Wilson, Jr.
Roy Meyers John Torigian Scott Duffens Barb McNaughton Andy Zimet
Thor Mickelson Gregory Trenary Randy Ebersole David W. Mason Bill Zuzevich
SteveMills Steven and Gayle Vest Andrew Embick, M.D. Phil Montgomery
Jack Moss Lloydl. Vye Paul J. Epstein Richard and Karen Norman
Wayne Munday Duanne Wagner Lindaand Eric Erbe Bill Morse $200 or More
David Munsell Douglas Warwick Brent Esmon WilliamC. Ned i
David Niederriter ChrisWebster Vann and LauraEvans Gary L. Northeimer goaégg%(érmoe Club
Dr. Chuck Noonan ChrisWeight Peter Ferguson DennisO’Driscoll IBM Corporation
Nova Riverunners | nC. Peter L. Weingarten John Flinn Terry W. Odom Kayak and Canoe Club of
John Joseph Nowicki Roger Wilson Joel and Naomi Freedman Scon J. Ogden New York
Tom O’ Neill Kris Wolpert Michael French LeeOwen Microsoft Corporation
Rev. Clifford A.H. Pike Ben Gamen Perception Kayak Club SierraClub. Loma Prieta
LouisPittard Ende Club Bob Gedekoh Perception Marketingand Paddiers
David Pregtipino Ann Gerhardt SdesD ment ;
T. Purwinis ($1000r MOr€)  Equad Gerter Perception Reseerch & merraClub, KTS
Gay S. Race Hugh F. Alberts, Jr. DaveGlickennan Devel opment Department wry '
John B. Randolph ~I]30hn Ah;thxf g BoyceGreer Robert Picut
Michael Ranstead flan M. Aubin Ron Gre, L eonard Prosnitz
Ivan Rezanka SteveBamen JoeGrei ﬁgr Robert E. Rensch $500 or More
Mark Richman PopeBarow Rex Griffin Dorothy LeesRiddle Bluegrass Wildwater
W. Leroy Robbins Keith Beck and Janice WilliamR. Grimes Elizabeth and David Rose Association
John Ropes, Ir. Miyakawa The Gunderson Family Ted Rowe Chota CanoeClub
Gary Sanda ChrisBell and BethMaczka  Dave Hammond Eric and Adrianne Ryan Joel and Naomi Freedman/
Bill and Kary Scarborough ~ Harold Bencowitz Robert W. Hams Keith Schloss Garden HomesFund
Bruceand Sharon Susanand WilliamBeresford  Andrew Held Mary Schranz Perception, Inc.
Schumacher Bill Bevins Bill Herring Steven Sedlacek
Basil and Sue Scon Ricky Blizzard Randy Hodnett Peter Sholander $1,0000r More
Bill Sedivy Rich Bowers Bill Holt John Skorpen American Rivers
Steven Sedlacek Jack Boyczuk Douglas Jackson David Smalley Coosa River Paddling Club
Kathy A. Sercu Charlesand Nancy Brabec Robert Jackson Mowry Smith, ITI BoyceGreer
Tim Shanahan LisaBrady and JmMcAfee  Ken Jasko Todd Smith Ohiopyle Prints
Dan Sher Petrick A. Brennaman Sarah Jessup John Snell Potomac Whitewater Festival
Steve Shimek Alanand Suzanne Bressler Dan Jezek Derek D. Snyder
M. Silverman EricB. Brown Ron Johnson Rich Starr M aJ or
Marc L. Silverman Mike Buck David K. Joyce John Sterling .
Scott Skidmore Gilbert Butler Jonathan Katz Jim Stevenson Foundation
John Skorpen Matthew Buynoski Kevin Kelleher Stracka Construction Grants
Charles Smith C-Dog BruceKitney Richard J. Sullivan Carolyn Foundation
Susan Snider Risa Shimoda Callaway Tom Kiingbeil Francesand Lindsey Tanner  Geqrge Gund Foundation
Ron Soussa Chatooga Adventures Dr. Philip Larkin CharlesE. Taylor Pew Charitable Trusts
Erik Sprenne Unlimited Emilio J. LeDonne GordonT.C. Taylor Surdna Foundation
Aryeh Stein David Christopher DaveLogan Axd and Alex Thomsen
Other Club
Donations
Blue Ridge Voyageurs
CanoeCruisersAssociation
ChicagoWhitewater
Association
East Tennessee Whitewater
Club
GeorgiaCanoeing
Association

Alrtight Inllatables
412 - 320 - B6GE
P.O. Box 36
Ohiopyle, PA 15470
Ask for Toni
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Keelhaulers Canoe Club
Philadel phiaCanoe Club
Western CarolinaPaddlers
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ADK Genesee Chapter
¢/o Jerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady

¢/o MikeSherin

12 Van Brummel Lane
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

AdobeWhitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuguerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
c/o Mike Zabre

A RussHl| Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
doJim Cavo

33 Chester Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

AMC Connecticut Chapter
¢/o Jan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Maine Chapter
¢/o WolfgangW. Kaiser
PO. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

AMC New Hampshire
Chapter

¢/o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington, MA 02173-1717

AMC New York
doTrudy L. Wood
41W. %th S, Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMC SE. Mass.

c/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville. TN 37901

Appaachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

do YMCA

PO. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

ArkansasCanoe Club
P.O. Box 1843
Little Rock, AR 72203

AtlantaWhitewater Club
P.O. Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating Society
c/o Karin Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club
PO. Box 980782
Houston, TX 77098

Beartooth Paddlers
P.0. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104

Birmingham Canoe Club
P.O. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

IBlLe RidgeRiver Runners
P.O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Bluegrass Wildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Dakdale, MN 55128

1Buck Ridge Ski Club
P2.0.Box 179
[3daCynwyd, PA 19004

3urned Out Canoe Club
Yo Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

Canoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg
:Yo Mary Klaue

RD. 1, Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

«Canoe CruisersAssociation
+YO Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Carelina Canoe Club
PO. Box 12932
Raegh, NC 27605

Central GeorgiaRiver
Runners

PO. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

ChicagoWhitewater Assoc.
c/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Paatine, IL 60067

ChotaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

c/o AdventureQuest
PO. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeistsinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mtn. School
¢/o Bob Campbell

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623

Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.0. Box 4315

BEnglewood, CO 80155-4315

Coosa River Paddling Club
:YoL odeCarden
Southern Trails, Inc.

3143 Atlanta Highway
-‘Montgomery, AL 36109

5, TennesseeWhitewater
Club

PO. Box 5774

Dak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Foothills Paddling Club
PO. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State CanoeClub
Yo Tony Baroni

RR 2, Box 8704-C
Milford, PA 18337

Georgia Canoeing Assoc.
PO. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

Georgia Tech ORGT
fo SuzanneBeaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

GL.OP.

c/o JamesTibensky
PO. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater BaltimoreCanoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041
1841

HeadwatersPaddling Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Holtwood Hooligans
c/o DaveRostad
922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoofer Outing Club

d o MikeSklavos, Water
Sdety

Memoria Union

800 Langdon Street
MAdison, WI 53706

Hoosier CanoeClub
c/o DaveEllis

4770 N. Kesder Blvd.
Indianapolis,IN 46208

Housatonic AreaCanoe &
Kayak Squad

c/o EJ McCarthy

351 Route 7

West Comwall, CT 067%

Huntsville CanoeClub
P.O. Box 52
Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

Tdaho State Outdoor Pgm.
2/o Ron Watters

Hlox 8118, 1SU

Focatello, |D 83209

Ensas City Whitewater
Club

b G. Rebecca Stark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayak & CanoeClubof
Boston

00 Peter Cogan

Bax 123

Putmey, VT (ri348

Kayaking |-N

/o Schumacher

< 1 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

¢/o Prerre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

Keethaulers CanoeClub
1Yo Susan Vetrone

2085 Halstead #4
lakewood, OH 44107

LLansing Oar & PaddleClub
Y0 Jay Hanks

P.0. Box 26254

Lansing, M| 48909

ICeaping LoungeLizards
1Yo Rick Norman

3437 E. Green SL.
Pasadena, CA 91107

'‘Rdyard CanoeClub
3ox 9
Hanover, NH 03755

_ehigh Valley CanoeClub
2,0. Box 4353
3ethlehemn, PA 18018-0353

Lowe ColumbiaCanoe Club
11231 NE Davis Street
Portland, OR 97220

Meramec River CanoeClub
c/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valley Paddlers
c/o GeorgeMay

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

MetropolitanCanoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Jeff Martin

1742 Warmington Court
Manchester, MO 63021

Amirican Emv March/April 1953

]

E S

Mohawk CanoeClub
15 Andreal ane
Tremacs, M1 OBS1S

NORS

/o Mary McCurdy

Box 6847

LColorado Springs, CO 80904

Dntario \ oyageursKayak
Club

P.O0.Box 41

Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada

Outdoor AdventurePr ogr am
Bldg. 2807

ME Home AFB, ID 83648-
3000

Dutdoor Centreof New
England

10 Pleasant .

Millers Falls, MA 01349

Dutdoor RecrestionPr ogr am
Building 420

Jniversity of Utah

St LakeCity, UT 84112

Dzark WildernessWaterways
2.0. Box 16032
Kenss City, MO 64112

Peddling Bares
2.0. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

Pametto Paddlers
«Yo Mandy Maier
184 ShorelineDrive
Columbia, SC 29212

Perception Kayak Club
=Yo Perception Inc.

111 Kayaker Way
Easley, SC 29640

Philadel phiaCanoe Club
1900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
¢/o Sarah Dentoni

533 Noah Wahsatch Avenue
ColoradoSprings. CO
80903-3001

Project Challenge
8306 Mills Drive, #190
Miami, FL 33183

Rhode |dand Canoe
Association

c/o Dave Hevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Teluride, CO 81435

River Touring Section
Sierra Club- Angeles
Chapter

¢/o Dave Ewoldt

%24 SaludaAvenue
Tijunga, CA 91042
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Roanoke County Parks &
Rec

d o Bill Sgrinia
1206 Kesder Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

Rockin “r”
1405 Gruene Road

New Braunfels, TX 78130-
3334

San Juan College Outdoor
Program

d o0 Steven Mellody
4601 College Boulevard
Farmington, NM 87402

SequoiaPaddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

ShastaPaddlers

c¢/o David Bish
1637 CessnaCourt
Redding, CA 96001

FEATURES THAT MAKE

SierraClubLoma Prieta
¢/o DaveKim

3309 OxfordLane

San Jose, CA 95117

SierraClubRTS

c/o LynneVan Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevadaWWw Club
c/o Charlie Albright

7500 GladstoneDrive
Reno, NV 89506

Smith River Valley Canoe
Club

d o Harry B. Rhell, President
15 Cleveland Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112

SpokaneCanoe & Kayak
Club

P.O. Box 819
Spokane, WA 99210
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Steep Creek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Austin, TX 78756

TexasWhitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Austin, TX 78763

ThreeRivers Paddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh. PA 15218

ToledoRiver Gang
c/o Mike Sidell

626 LouisanaAvenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners

P.O. Box 24094
Winston-Salem, NC 27114-
4094

U. of Maineat Machias

Dﬁiﬁi.
9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah

Outdoor Recreation Program
Building 420

SaltLake, UT 84112

Viking CanoeClub
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

c/o Irv Tolles

36 Bay Street

Manchester, NH 03104-3003

West Virginia Wildwater
Asoc.

P.O. Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildcat CanoeClub
¢/o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th S
Carmel, IN 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

PO. Box 1062

Corvallis, OR 97339

Zoar Valley Paddling Club
¢/o Keyth Holdsworth

RD |

Jamestown, NY 14701
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Amau

barvya Jncident

PART Il of lll

Order Lenin, Side of Hash

|

by Jonathan Katz

[Author's note:

In the summer of 1994 Dr. Theodore
"Bam Bam" McBride shut down the
McBride-Omaha chemical factory on the
banks of the Deerfield and took a group
of his closest associates on a RaftFriends
paddling vacationto Russia, to run Asian
whitewater with the legendary Soviet
boater Dimitri Vasilevitch Ubenko. What
follows is the story of that trip, pieced
together from the shattered memories of
the survivors.]

‘McBrideheard Omaha's Fox _
whistle at thesametime Chopper's dis
tresscall camethroughtheradio.
"Raft 2 capsized in that keeper. Three
sturgeon and a belugaswimming your

way.

aK/IcBrideIined hiskayak uponthe
center of thewavetraininfront of him
and looked for someplace to eddy.
Down below he could see Rachel, surf-
ing an eight footer. Bigwaves! Bigfun!
Heéwassick andtired of rescuingRus-
sians. Thiswasasafe, openrapid. Let
em swim! .
~ Atthebottom he tucked himself
intotheright shoreand checked in
with Chopper. Heand Omahaeach had
onerafter, and Raft 3had picked up
one. Now McBridecould seethelast
Russian bobbing and thrashinginthe
wavetrain hejust ran, being chased by
hiscapsizedraft. Theswimmer, on
river right, washis. McBrideferried
out into thetailwavesand the Russian
caught his bow loop. ]

Jewas coughing and hiseyeswere

terrified. McBridetold himtoslide

along thedeck and catch thestern
loop, but thekid spoke no English. He
wasn't letting go, either. McBride
wrestled himto shoreand turned to
watch Rachel bulldozetheinverted
raft. A coupledf theRussians had
s_ta¥led withit, and they weretrying to
rightitwithaflipline.” Withthe
héavy balesdf cargo hanging upside
downinthe netsthis wasamost im-
Poss bleandfor thefiftieth timesince
hetrip started McBridecursed out

Dimitri Ubenko. ,

The cargo wasa completesurprise.
They had breakfasted on horrible Rus-
sian porridge made with raw milk and
beet Sugar, Strong cheese, heavy black
bread and gallons of American coffee
tokill their hangovers. McBridere-
jected theoffersof blood sausage,
sauerkraut and hashish and took his
first look at therafts. Each consisted
o three |a%tr_uck inner tubes wrapped
innylonfabric, lashed to aluminum
frames. They looked solid and well
used. They would self-bail, thelash-
ingswerestrong nylon braid, and
there were plenty of placesfor six pad-
diersandaguidéto hangon. Then
Dimitri showed up withthekidsfrom
the Russian Y outh Leaguesummer
camp, big, muscular ﬁoungszers, the
sonsd theelite. Each pair carried be-
tween them atwofoot cubewrapﬁed
inwhiteplastic. Thecubesweigheda
ton, and therewere nined them. The
boys put oneinto the middle of each
innertube, packed their provisions
and gear around them, and covered
themwithnets,. =~

McBridetook Dimitri aside.
"What the hell isinthose?Don't you
think you'll overload thoserafts?"

Dimitri grinned. " Tradegoods,
McBride. For funand profit!™ Hetook
aswigfromahipflask, lita Camdl.
"Trinkets. Ax heads. Mirrorsand
beeﬁlts!"For natives. Youll seeto-
night.
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But the bales madetheraftstop
heavy, and thearrogant young Rus-
siansswam hard and often. Dimitri
Bushed _th,etrlﬁfast, scouting nothing,

arely giving t ebedra%(_:zl [youn
raftefsachanceto catchtheir breath
beforeslamming them into the next
rapid. Nobody had been badly hurt,
but the pounding whitewater, boul-
dersand ledgestook thestarch out of
the boysandfilled McBridewith mis

ivings. Thiswasthe"class4" sec-
1on, and he knew the water got bigger
and harder till it climaxed af
Stalingrad, the Class Six monster they
had come ha fway around the world to
run. These boyscoulddiein
Stalingrad, and McBridewas not

happy, . . .

WXhey ran fifteen miles of river and
made caimp on a beach. The mountains
rose behind themand atrail led away
into thefoothills. Dinner was sausage,
borscht, black bread and vodka. After
supper, with afew sharp commands,
Dimitri marshalled theboysand they
picked up their heavy bal ésand stag:

ered upthetrail, | bEVasl ,
imitri's giant father. Beforeheleft
Dimitri pulled a switchblade and cut a
ditinthelast bale. Hespread openthe
plasticlipsof theincision he'd made,
drew out aflat object andtossedit to
McBride. It wasamagazine, witha
stiff white cover bearing red Cyrillic
writing, sealed withared wax and rib-

bon seal. ] )
McBridehandled it delicately. The
paper wasa|uxurious heavy cream.
'What doesit mean?" hecalled to
Dimitri. o
_"'Soviet Porn Today,"' Dimitri re-
plied, " Take look."

" McBridebroketheseal. The maga
zinewasfull color, no advertising. |
contained a complete, graphic collec-
tion of hard core porndgraphic photos,
anillustrated atlasof séx. Beautiful
women. Beautiful men. Menand



women together, one on one, two on
one, three1n one. Men and men.
Womenand women. Every color of the
rainbow. Animals. Vegetables. Even
minerals. carved stonephalluses, .
benwaballs. And not an 800 numberin
sight. McBridewasastonished. It was
like nothing he'd ever seen before. Fi-
nally hisevesunlockedfromthe
steamy pages.
"All'thosebales?' heasked.

l,e'['jFlvethousand copies,” Dimitri re-

ied.
- Why ? Who would possibly want
them out here?" )

"They arevery valuable, McBride.

Afghan govennrnent isMudimfunda
mentalist. Denies pornO(I;r hy to in-
digenous people, so they Tust for it.
Thereis hugedemand. Nativespay
fortunefor Single copy.”

Afghangovernmént?You mean
Wérepftmg%ngltm?' o

"Please, McBride. Istechnicality,
nothing more. Besides,it'sinal-

readly.
efg}{n?' M cBridegasped, Y ou mean. .

"River isborder, McBride. Left
bank, Russia. Right bank, Afghani-
stan. It'sin. All theway in."

"What if weget caught?' =

Dimitri grinned and dcew hisfin-
ger acrosshisthroat. "If — get
Caught ﬁqdle,Amencan. leave
now. Back in morning.”

McBride, dumbfolnded, watched
Ubenko and hlsyoun% struggllngg .
bearersdisappear upthe gl trail
into themountains, carrying their load
d smut. | am not acrook, hethought,
then correctedhimself. | am aninter-
national pornsmuggler and aRussian
agent. Heshook hishead. | amjusta
boater, stuck in aholeontheriver o
life. Hewastrying to decidewhether
this defensewould work in an Afghan
tribal court when Omahastaggered
over. Hewas pig-drunk on vodka,

"'Soviet Poon Today'"', damnfine
magazine, damnfine," Omaha burped.
"Don't speak aword d Russian, under-
stand the wholedamn thing. Gotta get
mesome, for souvenirs. You seen
Yvonne?' _

"No. Andwe gotta do something
about thosekids. Dimitri'll drown
themall.” o

. “Naw, He's getting rid of the maga:
zinestonight. Rafts’llT un better
emPty. They'll dofine. Now wherethe
hell ISY vorine? Magazinegave me
someidess" )

In the morning McBride saw that
Omahawaswrong. Dimitri'sboys

|ooked exhausted;, but they wereload-
ingthe netsintherafts albn,W|th
rown

new carlv%lo dozensd sm )
balls. McBrideapproached Dimitri.
"What the hell arethose?"

~ Dimitri tossed himone. It wasthe
Szed asoftball, sticky and organic.
Thesmell was pungent, exoticyet fa

miliar. McBrideturned it over, saw
the embosse sedl inthesurface,
thewriting inan a phabet he could not
recognize.

' dung." Dimitri said, grinning,
andturned away.

But Omahaexplained. )
" Afghanistaniopiated hashish. Bestin
theworld. Cureshangovers. Want
some?’ He broke off asmall pieceand
chewedit dowly, savoring theflavor.
"Dimitri sw his magazinesfor a
tond it. Were taking it downriver."

"Thehell weare.'"™ ]

Omaha grinned at him. Hiseyes
were blood red, and hismind wasel se-
where. "Now isthisaraft trip or
what?" heasked, and bit into the hash
ball likean apple. ) o

McBride glared angrily at Dimitri
Ubenko, expedition |eader; river guide:
first hesmuggles filthy magazines,
then hetrades themfor aton o dope.
McBridefdt flushed,asthough hisex-
loedltl on Wereal ralling down the toi-

et. Hefound Chopper and therest of
his party huddled'round amorning
caargﬁfl re, washing cheese, saus(atgeand
black bread down with gallonsd cof-
fee. Hegrumbled. They listened, but
did not Comfort or reassure.

_ "There'stwenty d them, and only
elghttd us," said Gunsmith, who could
count.

«“And they've got the guns, and four
o usaregir%"sa%%tCho%per, who was
not knownfor political correctness.

"It would take weeksto walk out of
here, evenif | knew wherewe were,"
said Arden, pointingto the hulking,

j peakson thehorizon. "No way
am helping Omahaschlep hiscanoé
over thosemountains.” )

“We can't g ust leavethesekids, not
after wespentall daﬁ/ esterday rescu-
ingthem," said Rachd. "t wouldn't be
right to savethem yesterday and let
themdietoday.” .

"Dimitri will kill them, “ McBride
lamented,""Hdll. Hell drownusall.”

"There's no choice,” said Chopper.
"Well haveto paddledowntheriver
with Dimitri's hash, and let him lead
usthrough Stalingrad. Well gettothe
takeout éventually,and if wehaven't

ottenkilled on theriver or busted for

rugswell beableto gohome. Wecan
%lvéavs"null out if wecometoa

ridge.

- McBridewasresigned. "No
bridgesout here. Dimitri burned them
all. At least we haveenough dopeto
keep Omaha h_ap@/."

'Yeah" said Yvonne. "If heeatsa
cannonball of hash aday hecanlive
for_a%tqgr. Might even gain some
weight.

heir conversationwasdisrupted
by the crack o pistol fire comingfrom
theriver. Dimitri wasfiringat vodka
bottleshe'd stood up on stoneshy the
riverbank. Hehad anautomaticin
each hand. Asthey watched, Omaha
shambled over. "Lemmetry that
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piece," hesaid. Dimitri handed one
over,aMakarov ninemillimeter.
Omaha hefted it, then aimed carefully
at a boffleand squeezedthetrigger.
Thebullet dammed into the rock next
tothe bottle. Heshot again, samere-

sult.

"You toolgaded to hit anything,
American," Dimitri chided.

""Damn Commiegun, shootsex-
treme[)qft. Anybody got a screw-

er’

Rachel handed Omahaa Swiss
army knifeand hetinkered with the
sights o the pistol for a moment. He
aimed again, and fired.The bottleshat-
tered inashower o glassfragments.
Then heturned to Dimitri.

"Thousand bucksU. S saysl can
shoot better than you."

"You have no money, Omaha. Yau
already oweme," Ubenkosaid, remind-
ing Omahathat the Americanshad
agreed at theairport toforfeittheir
equipment to Ubenko at theend o the
run, to pay for gnasfor theexpedition's
shuffle. Then theswarthy Russian
turned and leeredat Omahas girl-
friend. Hespokeagain. "But. .. .| will
bet grand %al nst night with Yvonne."

0 Omahathesewere notfighting
words, but a business proposition.

"Don't you dare, Kenny," thetall
blondesaid, but Omahastuck hishand
out tothe Russian,

"Ded," hesaid, and they shook
hands. -

Rachel got furious. "You cant%ej
her, Omaha Youdon't gwm her. She's
not cattle. Whereareyour morals?

"l turned themin at the border,
with my American money,” Omaha
said, and started to laugh hysterically.
Hiseyeswere bloodshat pink from the
hash’hed eaten.

Yvonneturned to Rachd. "I'm not
worried. Kenny canshoot, and
Dimitri's cute. Tl befineeither way."

Rachel just stared at her. Had the
woman no pride?

Ubenko picked up a bottleand
started to walk down the stonebeach
toset atarget, but Omahastopped him.
He gesturedto Dimitri's vodkabottle,
then turned his back on himand
gpoke. "Throw it over theriver asfar
and ashl(i;h asyou can, and yell when
itsat thetopdof'thearc.”

Dimitri shook hishead. "You
crazy. Never makeshot likethat."

"Justdoit”

Dimitri cocked hisarm and threw
the bottlehigh and far over therush-
mg_waters the Amu Darya. Omaha
whirledand fired the Makarov one
handed. Highover theriver thebottle
e<p||gged. Dimitri flinched. Yvonne
smi

_"Istrick. Doagain." TheRussian
said

"Doublethe bet." )

“Two thousand for two nights,"

"Onenight. AndifIhititagain
you oweme three G’s—one for the first

American “-'-Ii.l.lfi;q..‘.g'rv March/April 1595
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oneand twofor now."

""Sheworth three thousand?"

"You decide."

Ubenko took a long, slow 1ok at
Yvonne, who was wearing California
surfer baggiesover blue ﬁoéypropylene
and lookedlike the Blue Ridge High-
way: deep canyons, big mountains,
dangerouscurves. Rachel watched,
horrified, asthetwo men shook hands

ain. Omahaturned hisback.

Imitri gg]ppedthebottleb theneck
and pegged itlow and far. Hethrew it
straight 1nto the morning sun, and
screamed too late. Omahaspun, star-
g}\% sundazzled, shooting low. BLAM!

AH! Twofor two.

Omahatassed up abottlefor |
Ubenko, but it was no contest. Dimitri
fired three wild shots beforethe bottle
ﬁpl ashed intotheriver, bobbing unbro-

en

"Pay me" Omahasaid.

_ "I'i'takeit off your tab,” the Rus-
sian mumbled, staringat Yvonne.
Omahabristled, but McBrideinter-
?/a%ned "Easy Ken, well settleup

er.
"Don't forget, you bet my body so
that's my money,” Yvonnesaid to

Omaha T )

"To hell withit," Omahasaid.
"Let's go paddling.” »

Themood of theexpedition was
subdued asit broke camp and boarded
canoes, kayaksand raftsfor thejour-
n%{ deeper into theawesome canyon.
Haf amiledownstream thg}/ hitthe
day'sfirst bigrapids. Theraits dl
camethrough upright, The Russian
boyswere more coordinated at the
paddles now, and McBridethought the
new cargo of hash ballsfloated alittle
better than the bales of porn magazines
they had carried yesterday.

cBridestudied theriver. Itran
fast and cold and deep, maybe 7500 cfs,
through the massive granite boulders
that littered the bottom of the steepen-
| ng ravine. Abovethem thecanyon
wadlsgrew higher and higher. Plant
lifewas sparse and gnarled; they saw
nogameat all. They kept hitting these
big, heavy wavetral nsstudded with
bouldersand ribbed with|edge, Class
Four water, maybefour-plusinspots,
big but not technical and not over-
W elmlnﬁ. Why had he come halfway
around theworldfor this?

Halfway around theworld, to
smu %e dopeand smut into a back-
ward, hostile country tolinethe pock-
etsof asoulless, evil' Russian pirate?
Halfway around theworld to eat bad
food and run the Afghanequivalent of
New River Gorge? Then he remem-
hered Stalingrad, thelurid descrip-
tions, thesingle blurred, tantalizi ng

hoto, the horror stories. fiveraftsin,
wo out, bodiesstill missing, a de-
mented crossbreed of Niagara Gorge
and the Narrows of the Green. Today,
Ubenkohad said. Latetoday. McBride
would scout today, decide tonight,
paddie or portagétomorrow. Bam Bam

McBridehad not carried arapid from
fear ineleven years. Hethought again
o Stalingrad: “‘perhaps hewaSdueto
takeawalk.

Lunchwasblack bread and
borscht, eaten quickly without pistol

ractice, and bad Jtok&sabout d

oles. Then back tothe boats. But as
they paddled through theafternoon
the ragl dsgrew easier, flatter, sepa-
rated by longer and longer stretches of
quickwater, thenflat water, till the
river flattened completely,along, nar-
row, still lakeat the bottomof theim-
mense, unclimbable canyon. They
paddleda mile d stillwater. Omaha
got cranky, frustrated. )

"So whereisthis mother rapid,
Ubenko?! didn't missit, did1?

But Ubenkosaid nothing. Instead
helifted afinger to hislips, cocked his
head, listeni n%for along moment.

"[sthere, hesad, inastill and
deadly tone. ,

~ Omahasaw nothing but flat water
disappearing around abend in the can-
onahead. Hestrained hisears.
aybe, maybein thedistance he could
hear awhisper o theriver.

Round the bend there was no
doubt. Still theflatwater stretched

ead but now he could hear the deep
rumbleof therapid. Thentheyd
could. One moreturn, thenasmall
rocky beach onriver right, aroar of
falling water and one horizon line,
sharpasaknife. Ubenkomotioned
them over. They beached boatsand
took alook. )

Theledgewasan eight footer,

which led instantly to a‘twelvefooter,

and a boat |ength beyond, atwenty foot

drop ontoa pile of jagged boulders. Be-
low that theriver smply fell away, ca-
reening downhill through a narrow,
twisted jumbledf rock inaninsane,
churning messof whitefoam which
continued nonstop for two hundred
vardsand disappeared around the
bend. Stalingrad.

McBridetook onelonglook and
shook hishead. ClassSeven. Not
runnable. Suicide, = )

Heturned to Dimitri, spread his
handsinagesture of defeat. The Rus-
sian pointed at theboulder pileat the
base o thefallsand yelled, " The An-
vil." Then heindicafed thethefoam

ilebelow, and yelled again, "The

anci n%Bear. )
Rachel walked up next to him,
coolly. "What'saround thecorner?"
sheasked. o

~"A miledf thesame," Dimitri re-

plied.

"Thenwhat?"

"Avdanche." )

Dimitri turned toward the Russian
boyswho were clustered together,
staringat therapid in horror. Hetook
them a'short way down the beach,
shouting at them in Russian over the
roar of therapid. McBride, Omaha
and company stood still, gazing at the
white hell bdow. McBridespoke.
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"Noway. Thetripledrop will kill
us, and if it doesn't well dieinthe
boulder sievebeow."

achel disagreed, " There's one
clean slot through thetriple drop, on
river left. ltsnarrow and offset but we
candoit."

"Yeah?Thenwhat?" Chopper
asked. "Weve got alottery chanceof
makingit in kayaks. Those rafts full of
hash aregoing to get hammered.”

"Nobaody in hiSright mind would
eventhink of swimmingthere,” said
McBride. "'l say wewalk, scout around
thecorner, put’in down below.”

""How you going to walk?' Chopper
demanded. "Doyouseeatrail ?1 don't
seeany goddam trail. And we're not
climbing out of thiscanyon. We're
trapped.” That bastard Ubenko trapped
us. Weeither sit hereand rotor run
that rapid.” )

Omahasaid nothing. Hestood
staring at therapid, drooling. God
knowswhat he's thinking, McBride
thought, but he'd rather not.

Suddenly they heard a scream from
upriver, andturned. Twenty yards
away Ubenko wasshoutingat one of
theRussians. Hisfacewas red as
borscht. Hispistol wasin hishand,
and pointed directly at thecowering
boy's crotch. Rachél ran toward him,
followed by McBrideand the others.
Sheran straight up to Ubenko and
started Yellmg at himinRussian. He
turned, Towered the pistol, hismouth
open insurprise. _ ,

_ Rachel stared at him, spokein En-
lish now. -- Youcan't shoot someone
ecausetheyl_want to portage

Stalingrad. "That's murder.

Ubenkowaved thegun at the boy,
who stood frozen. "Wrong, Rachel.
Out here, I'm king. Either he paddles,
or | turnhimintoaeunuchandleave
himfor theowls."

Ubenko's black eyesgrew hard and
men obodv moved. McBride
knew Rachel could crush Ubenko's lar-
%/nx with her heel beforehe could pull

hetrigger. But would she? Please??

Suddenly Chopper grabbed
McBrideand Rachel and threw themto
theground, landing on top of them.

Flif yards upriver, something ex-

" Grenade!" Chopper screamed.
"Get totherocks" A second explo-
sion, ten yards closer, and McBride
crawled frantically for cover away
fromtheshore. From above machine
gunfirerakedthebeach.

McBride’s party dovebehind the
cover of ahugeboulder. Thefirefrom
theambush raked onedf theraftsand
stopped. Sofar nobody had been hit.
Up the beach McBridé could seethe
Russian boyslyingontheir belliesin
therocks. ‘Chopper spoke.

"They have good fire discipline but
they cant hit anything. Kenny, can

ou pinthem downwiththe pistols?
e Can get to the boatsand go. If we
stay herethey'll circle behind uson
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theedge df thecliff and cut usto
% 1

preces. - .

"Well diein Stalingrad anyway.
Wecan't r un that ravid bli nd.ryW
McBridesaid. )

"Yeswecan. Justfollowme," said
Rachel. _

"Andthose boysintherafts?”

"They'll havetotaketheir chances.
Here, they have no chance.” _
~ "Gowhenyou hear mestartfir-
ing," said Omaha. He jumped upfrom
cover and took off down the beach at a
dead run. Machinegunfirecrackled
at him, wideleft. Hedovefor coverin
Ubenko’s position.

McBridespoketo theothers. "As
soon as hestarts shooting, skirt up and
%;o. Well follow Rachel'slineand try

0 eddy out around the bend and re-
group. Watchfor swimmers." Theoth-
ersnodded.

~ Suddenly they heard thesnap o
istol firefrom Omaha's position.
hey sprinted for their boats,
sprayskirtsflopping, paddlesbanging
ontherocks, shoving off as Omaha
kept firing the Makarovs behind them.
McBrldeS%;ot to hisboat, pushed off
into thestill water abovethel ed%e,
then noticed the bullet holesinthe
bow. HewasgomP tosink! Helooked
up at Rachel paddlinghardfor thelip
thehorizon line, saw her boat disap
ﬁear over theledge. Behind him he
eard the machinegun open up again,
andthe ?_op! pop! pop! d Omahare
turningfire. Heturned, saw Chopper's
boat and theraft with Gunsmith and
thewomen close behind. Then he
turned hiseyesfront, gavethree hard
Paddlestrokes, and followed Rachel's
ineover thebrink o thefalls.

McBridewasa Class Five kayaker,
acompetent, el egant, fearl ess boater
with yearsd experience. But hed
never paddled a bullet riddled kayak
under fire before, and he'd never'seen
arapidlikeStalingrad before. Ashe
went over thelip of thefirst ledgehe
was crazed and S}/pervent_l lating with
terror. Hisbow slammed into deep wa
ter and poppedto the surface just ashe
saw Rachel boof off theledgeover the
second drop at a hard left angle. He
tried to match theangle, tried to fol-
low, and plummeted blind into the
%ool. Cleanagain. Andagain hesaw

achel angle hard left and drive over
thebrink o thefalls. Thethought of
droppinginto that awful boulder pile
almost frozehim. Then hesaw and
heard thegiant splat! asGunsmith's
raft smacked into thewater beside
him. Gunsmithscreamed "Go Bam
Bam!” and hewent, launching himself
into space.

McBride’s bow grazed a boulder at
thebottom o thefdlls, twisting his
boat sideways, and the hole sucked
him over and down. Hetried toroll
and windowshaded. Andagain. The
river toreat hispaddie, hisbody, his
boat, triedto rip him out of thecockpit,

sucked him deep. Then suddenll_:y he
shot nearly vertical airborne. Ender of
Life! Hesensed hischance, threw all
hisweight forward, and landed upright
ontheboil line. Frantically hispaddle
slapped thewater. Then hewasfreed
that awful grip and, knowingit, he
looked up. Ahead of him loomeda
huge pillowedrock. Heleaned and
braced hard, bounced high off the pil-
low, slammed into a boulder on his
right and capsized. Herolled upin
timeto catcha glimpsed Rachel's
green dragon kayak rocketinginto a
tiny slot between two jagged mono-
liths. A huge, solid waved freezing
water slammed into hisface, tearing
off hisnoseplugs. And another.

Now herealized that his boat was
bow-downin thewater and logy from
theflooding through the bullet holes.
Grimly hefought the kayak through
therapid, into the slot Rachel shown
him. And herealized ininstant horror
that theslot wasa V-trap, too small for
hisbody. On pureinstinct hetook a
huge breath and capsized. Underwater
hecouldfeel hisboat banging into the
sidesdf theboulders. Tootight toroll!
Hehung upside down, waitingashis
boat banged off therocky sides of the
slot. Suddenly, hisbow jammed! He
could feel thewater rushing past him,
over and under hishull. Panic speared
hlml. B%nOW! his body screamed. Air!

i

Withall hiswill heforced the
thoughts of thegrab loop out of his
mind and thrust his paddleagainst the
rock wall of hisprison and strai ned.
Suddenly his bow poppedfree. With
thelast of hlsstreerg;th heset up his
paddle and snapped his hips. Upright!
And hegaspedforairinthebl
gleamlngsedyandslammed his bow
acrossan dKIme. _

~ Hed caught a one-boat eddy inthe
right center of theriver. Sixfeetfrom
hisbow theriver roared down the
chasm. Thewater in the eddy bounced
and surged and sucked him toward the
boulder ahead. Hed get mashed up
there. Thenhesaw theRussianraft. It
flashed by, inverted, followed by a clus-
ter of swimmers. Chase now! He
backpaddled once, took twofast, pow-
erful strokesand drove hissodden bow
into theeddy wall. It bit, whirling him
around and dragging him back into the
maelstrom. Hefollowedtheswimmers
down, through the huge reaction
waves and insane crosscurrents of
Stalingrad Gorge.

Asthe swimmersrocketed )
downriver hesaw thebigeddy on his
left and wentfor it. Asheaimedfor
the eddy he saw Rachel there ahead of
him. She popped her skirt and stood
upright in her kayak, balancin
against thesurge o theriver. Sud-
denly she bent doubleand reached into
her boat, coming up with athrow bag
ineach hand. Sheshook alongloop of
rope out of one bagand tossedit over a
boulder. She passed theloop around

her wai st and stuck the bag in her
teeth. Then she shook out theother
ropeand split it, coiling half andleav-
ing half inthebag.

Astheswimmers passed her she
threw first thecoiled rope. It hitthe
trailingRussian inthehead.Then, ina
double underhand toss, shethrew the
bagsat two more Russiansasthey
washed downriver toward therapids
below. Longthrows, dead ontarget. In
lessthan ten seconds she had lineson
three swimmers. Leaning hardinto
thestaticlinearound her waist, she
pli(?_/edthem likefish into the boiling
eddies along theleft shore. McBride sat
]ln theeddy, and panted and shook with

ear

Swiftly Rachel restuffed the bags,
tucked them into her kayakand
paddled over to thetwitchingMcBride.

~ "I havetodump my boat.” hesaid,
indicatingthebullet holes. Th
beached him and dumped him. Hewas
half full. Rachel produced aroll of
duct tape, patched hisbow inlessthan
aminute.

"We haveto %;o Now." shesaid.
"Gunsmith's raft i spinned on arock
above Avalanche.”

Avaanche. Hed heard that before.
From theRRussian?"What's Ava
lanche?' he asked.

"' Sixty foot waterfall."” )

They plunged out into the rapids.
Suddenly theview cleared and
McBridécould see Gunsmith's raft. It
was pinned hard midriver. Chopper
hadalineonitfrom theleft shore.
The passengerswere hanging on. He
could see Yvonne's blonde hair asshe
worked her way to theleft end of the
raft, and Arden, and Mooseand PT.
Then he eddied left next to Chopper
andit hit him: they wereall down
safe. All except KenOmaha. For all he
knew Ken could belying on the beach
at the scout above Stalingrad, gut-shot
or asl:[)rlso_ner of war.

anding next to Chopper he saw
thedanger. Theraft was pinned sol-
idly, three boat lengths above thewa-
tertall. Avalanchewas not quiteverti-
cal, a75degreeslope disappearing
into theroaring mist below. ltsface
looked jagged and horrible.

"WeIl get lineson our raftersand
takethem off oneat atime," said
Rachel. ThenTI'll tra/ to pop theraft
free. If wecan't budgeit I'll deflatethe
g%vy.tube. That should help uspull it

They were getting ready to bring
Arden across on Chopper's rope when
Y vonne shouted and pointed upstream.
Ontheright sideof theriver aRussian
raft had slid around thecorner. Itwas
packed with ?assengers and spun out
o control inthecurrent, headingfor
theedgeof Avalanche. Nobody was
steering theraft and it was doomed.
Asit spun toward the brink of thewa
terfall McBridecould hear the Rus-
slansscreaming. Vv
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and | teach. Seeyou will.

| watch Baby much now. Carla
back inkayak. Al o time, Carla
back in boat.

Shesay, "My part done. Now
your turn."

Off then she goes. Leavemewith
howling, pooping Perfect Baby! Oh,
Gedekoh Bob, sometimesthink | am
luckiest Bigfoot in world widewhole.
Sometimesnot sosure.
Sometimeswant | to bein kayak,
too. Onbigriver, floatingfar away
from howling, pooping perfect
Bigfoot Baby. Me on shame.

Must go now. Baby howling.

Much newssince Carlalast aaaaa

write. Muchsototell. Carlaand ﬂ Smell poops.
Sasquatch plenty busy herein Si- T i ! ° Pleasecomeyou visit and see Spe-
erra Nest d Love. _ ) o cial Baby. It not bite... much.

But| forget not American Maybe you watchand | go boat
Whitewater. | say Carla,"Time ~EEa with Carla. Natfor long. Wesk or
you send Gedekoh Bob magazine X two.
story. Linedf dead hascome.” Pleasecome. Soon.

But Carlanot want to write. She
not want to cook. Not want to clean.

___Ontheriver will see.
And Carlaplenty cranky now. Oh, M
Gedekoh Bob, how she changed! Soon

I tell why. puny... but perfect. i M

Carlamakemewrite. | domy best.  Smart like Carlaand pretty like me.

Learningl am still humanlingo. Good teeth. Strong jaw. Much hair.
Learningl am crazy human spelling Very much hair.
and grammar. Hard | earning, too. Baby boy? Baby girl? Knownot.  Hey Bob,
Humanlingo not makemuchsense.  Toomuch hair totell. Sononame Patook really hasaway with
Bigfoottalk better. Makemore yet. Nomatter... Baby of Bigfootand words, don't you agree?Hisstyle
sense. Carlaisbest baby ever! sort o remindsmed GeorgeWill.

| tell Carlawhen| writel make But, oh, makesmuch noise. Noise Hes really agreat dad, too. That's

many mistakes. Shesay, "Nomatter. all night. Screechlikeowl. Roar like fortunate, sincetakingcared this
Kayakersreading rag never know panther. Howl likewalf. Makeears  rugrat isprovingto beabit more
difference!” hurt. Carlaputting plugsin ears. difficult than | anticipated.

So, goeshere. Reason Carlaso Then shedeep. | not leep. Much. Our new baby redlly isperfect.
cranky isthis. Baby Bigfoot pop out And baby eatingaways. Never But even a perfect baby can beareal
d her just onemoon ago! Baby puny  get enough. Alwayswanting more. painintheass

like human... 16 pound... but, oh, Growingfast big. Westill can't comeup with asuit-
Carlamakeawful noise when Baby Makespuddies. ablename. | don't think we're going
pop out! Makemy ears hurt. And poopstoo. to beabletotell thesex for awhile.

Doctor scream too when Baby pop All time poops. Cribsmell like So we need amoniker that can swing
out. Screamand run! Nurseruntoo!  poops Cavesmdll likepoops Alldf either way. Why don't weask our

Lucky I there, hiding under bed. Sierrassmell like poopd!! readersfor suggestions? Wemight
Lucky I thereto chew through cord. Carladunk inriver to wash dff even offer a prizefor the best name.
Later Doctor tell Carla he never poops. Bigsurprise! Baby lovewa Perhapsthe opportunity totake
seenbaby likeours. Neverseebaby  ter! Baby swimminggood! Notmind cared thelittle buggerfor the next
0" Specid”. | so proud! cold. four or fiveyears! (Only kidding!)
Oh, Gedekoh Bab, Baby of Carla Already catchingfish! Someday Wdl.I'm df totheriver. I'll stay

and meisSpecia! Baby maybe will bec.;reateﬂ k%aker ever! Carla __intouch.
F
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