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The Fall Guy 
by Bob Gedekoh 

I've been cruising by the waterfall on 
my way to the Yough for more than a de- 
cade, but I never spotted it until a month 
ago. I worry that might be an omen. 

I can't help it. I was raised Presbyte- 
rian and Presbyterians believe in predesti- 
nation. So I ask myself, "Was it divine in- 
tervention that kept me from noticing this 
twenty plus foot beauty sooner?" 

And, more ominously, what cosmic 
forces led me to discover it now? Was it 
just serendipity, or was it synchronicity? 
How can I be certain that the River God 
isn't trying to lure me into some kind of 
aquatic fiasco? 

The waterfall in question is located on 
a tiny, unremarkable stream that empties 
into the Youghiogheny on the outskirts of 
Connellsville. Aside from the falls, which 
are situated in a stunning grotto, this creek 
seems to have no redeeming qualities. It is 
class 11 at best and littered with strainers 
and the usual detritus that despoils so 
many roadside Appalachian streams. 

But the beauty of the falls is so great 
that it has even overwhelmed the primal 
instincts of the local adolescents, who 
have spray painted obscenities and decla- 
rations of undying love on virtually every 
other structure within a five mile radius of 
town. Yes, the Connellsville delinquents 
have spared the falls. Amazingly, sur- 
rounded by urban squalor, the falls remain 
pristine. 

But, you say, enough of this B.S. Who 
cares how pretty they are? Let's cut to the 
quick, Bob. Are they or are they not 
runnable? 

Well, the answer to that question is 
that I don't know. The approach looks 
straightforward and there seems to be ad- 
equate flow, at least after a generous rain. 
There is a modest pool at the bottom, 
about twenty feet in diameter, followed by 
a class 11 run out. The unanswered ques- 
tion is, "How deep is that pool? " 

I've stopped and eyeballed these falls 
at least five times during the past month 
and I still haven't addressed that issue. 

"Well, Bob", you ask, "What the hell 
are you waiting for?" 

Ten years ago I would have resolved 
this issue on the first day I spotted the 
falls. I would have climbed down into that 
grotto and probed that pool with a stick. 
Or donned my wetsuit and gone for an ex- 
ploratory swim. 

I was gung ho then, full of bravado 
and anxious to prove my mettle. I wanted 
to become a big fish in (what I now know 

to be) the tiny pond of whitewater boaters. 
In those days I was pretty goofy. 

If I had discovered this waterfall in the 
old days, I would have imagined myself 
sailing over the lip, skyrocketing through 
the air, my paddle held high, the sunlight 
in my face. I would have imagined plung- 
ing deep into the crystalline champagne at 
its base, then popping to the surface like a 
yo yo. I would have imagined what a fine 
picture this would all make. 

I'll admit that some of these fantasies 
still cross my mind when I stop to admire 
my newfound falls. But nowadays these 
frivolous images travel in the company of 
some more somber considerations. 

Like what it would be like to land in- 
correctly and wind up with a compression 
fracture of the spine. Or piton on a rock 
and break my ankles. Or cartwheel and 
tumble and recirculate with a dislocated 
shoulder. 

I guess the reason that I haven't gotten 
around to checking the depth of the pool 
at the bottom of my falls is that part of me 
isn't all that eager to run them. 

You see, a few years ago I nearly died 
in an automobile accident. I spent a week 
in an ICU and nearly three months in bed. 
I had four surgical procedures, blood 
transfusions, metal plates in my arm and 
leg, casts, physical therapy ... the works. 

I do not remember having one of those 
mystical near death experiences that you 
read about in the National Enquirer, but 
somehow I came away from the accident a 
lot less afraid of dying. Having been close 
to death, I have an unexplainable certainty 
that it will not be all that bad. 

But while that accident diminished my 
fear of dying, it left me with a very healthy 
respect for pain and disability. Several 
subsequent less consequential, but none- 
theless unpleasant, boating injures have 
reinforced these feelings. 
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The bad thing about pain is that it re- 
ally, really hurts! You'd be surprised how 
bad can be! And it lasts and lasts a long, 
long time! 

Oh, I understand the evolutionary and 
neurophysiologic basis of pain. I know 
what purpose it serves. It waxns us that we 
have injured something, that we need to 
curtail our activities. Protect the wounded 
part; allow it to heal. But there ought to 
be a better way to accomplish this. 

For instance, what if human beings 
came equipped with a panel of idiot lights 
like the ones on the dashboard of our 
cars? The lights that flash when the radia- 
tor is overheating or the oil is low or a seat 
belt is unfastened. 

A little light on our panel could flash 
"Right elbow injured!" We could stop what 
we were doing, evaluate the situation, and 
make arrangements to see a doctor at our 
convenience to get the elbow fixed. 

But no such luck. We're stuck with 
pain. 

Actually pain isn't so bad when there 
are members of the opposite sex around. 
Then you can act tough and get sympathy. 
Unfortunately, I find it difficult to act 
tough for long. After an hour or two I in- 
evitably start to whine. And the opposite 
sex has little tolerance for sniveling. Once 
you start to snivel you might as well look 
for sympathy between sin and syphilis in 
the dictionary! 

I have also discovered that the amount 
of sympathy that you receive depends on 
how you sustain an injury. This seems to 
be particularly true in the work place. Like 
most boaters, I work with a lot of couch 
potatoes whose idea of living dangerously 
is riding a Ferris Wheel. 

If you slip on some ice on the way to 
church and break your wrist, they will 
drown you in pity. Even if you fall and 
crack your head in a drunken stupor at a 
Superbowl Party, you'll get a good dose of 
sympathy. 

But don't dare tell them you broke 
your ankles paddling a kayak over some- 
thing called the Big Splat. That kind of an- 
nouncement will only earn you howls of 
derision. 

"Forty-two years old .... a profes- 
sional .... and still acting like an adoles- 
cent.. . It's hard to imagine anyone could 
be that stupid! Anyone who does anything 
that dumb deserves what they get!" And 
these people are empathetic, compassion- 
ate health care professionals affiliated 
with a major religious order! Imagine 
what would happen if I worked with real 
estate agents? Or lawyers! 

Disability is another good reason not 
to get hurt on the river. A perfect graphic 
definition of the word inconvenience 
would be a picture of a pair of crutches or 

I cast. You would be surprised how hard it 
s to comb your hair or brush your teeth 
:or pick your nose) with your left hand! 

A few years ago a friend of mine was 
n a full leg cast after sustaining a knee in- 
ury on the Upper Yough. Desperately 
leeding groceries, she drove to the super- 
narket, parked in the handicapped space, 
md started to hobble into the store on 
:rutches. Just then an old lady accosted 
ler with a cane, screeching obscenities, all 
)ecause my friend did not have a handi- 
:apped licence plate! I guess that's what 
lappens when you don't have the right 
:redenti&. 

You can't take a bath with a cast and it 
tches like hell. And all the while the im- 
nobilized body part withers and atro- 
hies. By the time the cast comes off your 
um or leg looks like something that be- 
ongs on a baby bird, except it's covered 
Nith shaggy strips of dead skin instead of 
eathem. As if that isn't disgusting enough, 
know for a fact that sometimes flies and 

wgs go down into casts and lay their eggs 
md then they hatch and... 

Old folks like me don't heal very fast 
!ither. When you are twenty your blood- 
itream is polluted with testosterone or es- 
rogen and your bones heal in minutes! 
3ut when you hit forty you quit making 
lormones and, unless you take the right 
)ills, your bones and muscles turn to 
nush. 

No wonder I've become such a 
veenie. No wonder I haven't figured out 
low deep that pool is. 

But I haven't given up on the falls. I 
lave a plan, and this very Forum is part of 
t. I know perfectly well that a lot of hot, 
roung, gonzo paddlers are going to read 
his article, dig out their topos, and cruise 
:onnellsville till they locate my falls. 
hey'll check out the pool and if it seems 
~alf way deep enough, they'll run it. These 
)eople are pretty goofy. 

If, and when, I hear that twenty or 
hirty of them have tackled it without get- 

ting hurt, I might give it a try. 
Youth, courage and strength is no 

match for age, experience and treachery. 
And if I get around to running the falls, 

I11 make sure that the light is just right and 
that someone catches iton film. 

- 

Then I'll slap that picture right on the 
cover of this magazine. 

Editors can get away with stuff like 
that! 

Even old, decrepid, wimpy ones!. 

NEW '93 CANOE 
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shortboat dilemma. Shorter, 

Lighter & Quicker 

READY - TO - PLAY 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
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Nantahala Outpost 

404-25-5330 ~tlanta mkdays 

7 W 2 3 8 6  Nantahala River 

2362-P M e n  Drive, NE, Atlantii, (;A 30341 

If you need a hat, get a hat. If you need a helmet, you need a 
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WHITE WATER 
CREDENTIALS 
CONTROVERSY 
BOY. ... DO WE GET 
LETTERS!!!!! 

The following letters are 
in respcmse to the Forum 
published in the MarcNApril 
issue of American 
Whitewater entitled 'The 
River Decides': To refresh 
your nmn.org, in that article 
I questioned the validity of 
various whitewater safety 
and instmticm 
credentialing programs. 

Bob 
Gedekoh 

/ Dear Mr. Gedekoh: 

I read with great interest 
(and considerable consterna- 
tion) your editorial entitled 
"The River Decides" in the 
Januaryflebruary 1994 issue of 
the AWA Journal. As I under- 
stand it, you appear to be upset 
about a number of different 
safety and instructional issues 
all at the same time, and you 
also appear to be extremely 
disturbed by the safety educa- 
tion activities of the American 
Canoe Association in general. 
Frankly, I'm more concerned 
with your remarks regarding 
the latter, and I would appreci- 
ate an opportunity to reply be- 
fore your readership. 

Based on the mail and tele- 

N A N T A H A L A  O U T D O O R  C E N T E R  
1 3 0 7 1  H W Y  1 9 W ,  B R Y S O N  C I T Y ,  N (  2 8 7 1 3  

F A X  7 0 4  4 8 8 - 2 4 9 8  

phone calls I've been receiving 
from ACA as well as AWA 
"safety expertsn as a result of 
your editorial, I believe that 
you'll find little support for 
your ego-driven, albeit novel 
proposal that only Class V pad- 
dlers should be certified as 
whitewater instructors. Promi- 
nent instructors involved in 
both of our organizations have 
indicated their strong disagree- 
ment with your position. The 
analogy one highly qualified in- 
structor (and AWA Class V 
paddler) suggested is that "all 
first grade teachers should be 
PhD's qualified to teach at the 
post graduate level ... while that 
may be desirable, it's impracti- 
cal and totally unnecessary 
given the teaching environ- 
ment, audience, and the level 
of competency expected of the 
students." 

Bob, I really think you 
should reconsider your posi- 
tion on this issue. 

As I indicated before, what 
really disturbed me was the 
negative sentiment you ex- 
pressed in your editorial to- 
wards the ACA's well es& 
lished record of public service 
in the field of boating educa- 
tion, specifically our success in 
securing U.S. Coast Guard 
(USCG) grant support to carry 
out a variety of valuable safety 
education projects. I'm ex- 
tremely proud of the ACA's ac- 
complishments in this area, 
and I think your criticism 
show a lack of understanding 
of both the ACA's mission and 
the intent of these USCG grant 
moneys, as well as a general 
lack of concern for the welfare 
of the paddling community as 
a whole. 

For the record, since 1984 
the ACA has secured a total of 
ten different USCG Boating 
Safety Grants. Without taking 
the space here to detail the im- 
pressive results of each of 
these grant-funded projects (I 
will be glad to do so upon re- 
quest), our records show that 
through these projects the 
ACA has developed and dis- 
tributed more than one million 
pieces of safety literature, in- 
structional books, videos, and 
other educational resource rna- 
terials. With the two USCG 
grant projects we're currently 

working on (the National Liv- 
ery Safety System and the 
Train the Trainers Program), 
we expect to directly impact 
several million more individu- 
als over the next three years. 

In addition to having the 
satisfaction of howing that 
these joint ACARTSCG projects 
have saved lives and prevented 
injuries in countless instances 
over the years, I think it's 
worth noting that the ACA has 
been the only paddle sport or- 
ganization (outside of two 
grants to the USCA in the mid- 
1980's) to ever successfully tap 
this USCG grant support. I 
don't mean for this remark to 
sound self-serving, but rather 
to point out that if it were not 
for the success of the ACA the 
paddle sports would probably 
have failed to receive a dime of 
this funding. I base this claim 
on the fact that for the last five 
years the ACA has been the 
only craff-specific organization 
to receive any USCG grant sup  
port; all other grants were 
awarded to general b o a w  
safety groups, nearly all sew- 
ing power boaters as their pri- 
mary audience. Even the well 
organized sailing community, 
for example, has not managed 
to tap these USCG resources 
despite numerous attempts 
year after year by various pres- 
tigious sailing organizations. 

Bob, I would think that you 
would join other paddlers (i- 
cluding many AWA members) 
who have congratulated the 
ACA over the years for having 
the ability to capture some of 
these funds for the paddle 
sports and to manage the W- 
cult task of generating some 
first-rate materials and pro- 
grams out of a govenunent di- 
rected initiative. I would also 
think that you'd be sawy 
enough to appreciate that the 
ACA's strong working relation- 
ship with the USCG is a tre- 
mendous benefit to all pad- 
dlers when it comes to ex- 
pressing our collective opin- 
ions on various Coast Guard 
initiated matters of public 
policy; to wit, the ACA's lead- 
ership role in helping to repeal 
the proposed user fee in 19901 
31 and the more recent role we 
played in effecting modifica- 
tions of the proposed USCG 
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Win prizes and raise money for AWA 

FIRST GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice 
SECOND GRAND PRIZE: Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters 

THIRD GRAND PRIZE: Schlegel Duralene Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters 
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES: AWAPagger Paddle -a-thon T-shirts 

AWA lapel pins and AWA License plate frames 

Entering is easy and fun! 
*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993 
*Log your river time on the official entry form 
*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31, 1994 
*Receive your prizes! 
*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients. 

For onicial rules and entry forms, contact: 
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569 

Proceeds to benefitA WA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALF OFA CURRENTA WA 
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75% TO A WAS WDPAND 25% FOR YOUR CLUB'S USE IN 
ITS CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible for Individual and Grand Prizes. 
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LETTERS 
us something which we have 
done professionally for years is 
an utter waste of time and 
money. Moreover, for the or- 
ganizations who value the pro- 
gram, it is going to be almost 
impossible to create the infra- 
structure necessary to regulate 
the quality control in who be- 
comes "instructor trainers". In 
a nation-wide system of certifi- 
cation, it is a certainty that 
there will be some very good 
instructor trainers and some 
very lousy instructor trainers. 
The lousy instructors will do a 
great deal to undermine an al- 
ready questionable program. 
When it is necessary for our 
school to train instructors, we 
prefer to train our staff prima- 
rily through a junior instructor 
program. This way our 
younger staff can learn teach- 
ing methods over the course of 
several months or even several 
years by helping a senior in- 
structor with classes, and more 
importantly the senior instruc- 
tors can assess the junior 
instructor's competence in 
dealing with customers. 

These points boil down to 
this: When our school hires 
new instructors, we could care 
less if they are ACA certified or 
not. The skills that are taught 
in a week long certification 
class have little bearing on 
whether or not instructors will 
satisfy the needs of our stu- 
dents. And our current in- 
structors do not want to take 
time and money to learn a skill 
which they have already prac- 
ticed for years. Currently, the 
certification program is most 
appealing to the non-profes- 
sional sector of the sport- the 
people who are looking to go 
one step beyond the advanced 
class they took last summer. 
Basically, it seems that if the 
ACA wants to institute this 
program in kayak schools 
across the country, they are 
going to have to do it through 
brute force using pressure 
from insurance companies and 
by misleading the public that 
there is a direct link between a 
certified instructor and a safe, 
informative and fun kayak 
class. 

Dear Mr. Gedekoh, 
I think "instructors and/ 

or safety experts" should be 
able to "confidmtly (sic) 
and safely paddle class V 
water." But let's not just pick 
on ACA Instructors. Let's ex- 
pand the idealistic world ac- 
cording to Mr. Gedekoh to 
other areas of our sport. 

If instructors are being 
held to this "class V" standard 
of care, where do we draw the 
line for club cruise leaders. 
They should also be held to 
this "class V" standard and be 
certified EMTs since they may 
have to handle a life threaten- 
ing emergency in a remote 
area. 

What about other safety ar- 
eas? If we draw the line at 
"class V" for ACA Canoe In- 

structors who are teaching ba- 
sic courses on rivers that do 
not exceed class 2, then CPR 
Instructors should all be certi- 
fied Paramedics since they are 
the folks who have the experi- 
ence of routinely defibrillating 
victims with heart problems; 
first aid instructors can only be 
Emergency Room Trauma 
Doctors; and, of course, swim- 
ming lessons can only be 
taught be dive rescue special- 
ists. 

And now that we have no 
health care or safety delivery 
system for the general public 
with Mr. Gedekoh's high stan- 
dards, I think we should fur- 
ther expand Mr. Gedekoh's 
standards to our public school 
system since we want quality 
and excellence in our educa- 
tional system. Teachers 
should at least have a PHD 
from one of our ivy league 
schools. 

And since we have opened 
up this "can of worms" on stan- 
dards, what standards should 

an editor of the American 
Whitewater Journal be held 
to? Should an editor be able to 
spell "confida(e)ntly?" It 
has an "e," not an "a" Thank 
you Mr. Bob "Dan Quale" 
Gedekoh. I would rather see, 
and emect, a well researched 
documented article than your 
pontification on something you 
know nothing about. Why not 
survey ACA, ARC, American 
Camping Association, and Ca- 
noe Clubs and find out who, in 
fact, is doing the instruction 
out there and whether there 
have been any legal problems 
as a result of poorly qualified, 
certified Instructors. I know 
for a fact that there has not! 

Sincerely yours, 
David W. Mason 
Instructor "haher 
American Canoe Associa- 

tion 
Savannah, Georgia 

John Weld 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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EDITOR'S REPLY 

I rekm m y  spelin aint 
pmfeck. Mabbe I otter take 
me one of them thar spelin 
certvikashun comes! 

Dear Bob, 
In case you face a torrent 

of negative letters regarding 
your last editorial regarding 
"trained experts," let me say 
that I agree with you. 

While all the well- 
intentioned instructors I have 
met carried the proper certifi- 
cation for whitewater instruc- 
tion and river rescue, the 
people who actually taught me 
about rescue (and on several 
occasions saved my ass) were 
"untrained" experts. These 
boaters had the skill and guts 
to paddle into the froth to 
pluck out a boater in trouble. 
They weren't much for lectur- 
ing and handing out diagrams, 
but they were there when 
someone needed them. 

When I was in college, I 
took a river rescue course 
taught by a jack-of-all-trades 
outdoor instructor. We spent 
75 percent of our time on dry 
land learning knots, a multi- 
tude of z-drag configurations, 
and practicing "rescue sce- 
narios." 

For our final test, we spent 
a day on a class I1 stretch of a 
250 cfs creek practicing ma- 
neuvers like swimming 
through rapids, swimming a 
simulated unconscious victim 
(a fellow classmate) through a 
rapid, wading a rapid, negotiat- 
ing a simulated strainer, and 
finally, pulling a wrapped 
kayak off a rock with a z-drag. 

While these exercises had 
certain merits, I have never 
used any of them in an actual 
river rescue. The z-drag is a 
very useful tool for rafters, but 
let's face it, when you get 
down to using a z-drag to pull a 
wrapped kayak off a rock, it's 
probably to remove litter from 
the river, not save someone's 
life. 

What I have used in real 
rescues (and what has been 
used to rescue me) is paddling 
out and offering a grab loop to 
a swimmer, then towing him1 
her into an eddy. In my opin- 
ion, that is the most effective 
way to rescue someone. 

But that was not practiced 
in my river rescue class. There 
were several other skills the 
class did not teach, such as, 
pushing a water-filled kayak 
into an eddy, or ferrying an 
empty one to the opposite 
shore, or something as basic as 
fenying across a rapid with 
two paddles. These are valu- 
able skills that would be excel- 
lent for paddlers to learn under 
controlled circumstances. But 
in my class, we spent more 
time studying diagrams of rap- 
ids then we did negotiating 
them. I had to learn those 
skills on the river during actual 
rescues. 

I'm not going to make a 
blanket indictment against 
river rescue courses and other 

whitewater training, (and nei- 
ther did you, for that matter) 
nor would I discourage anyone 
from taking one of those 
courses. But, like you, I take 
them with a grain of salt. No 
course can replace common 
sense, skill and real-world ex- 
perience. No diplomas, 
patches or techno-safety gad- 
gets can make someone an ef- 
fective instructor unless that 
person can perform and teach 
others. 

Unfortunately, seasoned 
paddlers are all-toooften not 
the people teaching river r e s  
cue and other whitewater 
courses. That is why I agree 
with your editorial. There 
seems to be a gap between 
"certified" training and teach- 
ing the real-world skills a pad- 
dler needs. Anyone who dis- 
agrees with your position on 
formal training should con- 
sider that before criticizing 
your honest assessment of the 
situation. 

LETTERS 
Sincerely yours, 

Roger Phillips 
Colfax, Washington 

I am upset and embar- 
rassed by the JanuaryPebm- 
ary AWA journal editorial. I 
don't recall reading a more 
purposeless, short sighted, and 
self serving paddle-sport ar- 
ticle. It was negative. It was a 
non-service. It was telling of 
the journal organization. Only 
an editor lacking adult supervi- 
sion could have gotten to press 
such thoughtless waste of 
space. 

The six columns made 3 
points in addition to the rivet- 
ing main thread, that creden- 
tials do not make the paddler; 

1.Bob Gedekoh is con- 

907-349-4588 
' 

3732 Encore Circle 
WHITEWATER OUTFITTERS Anchorage, AK 99507 

Specializing in canoe instruction and guided 
canoe trips on Interior Alaska River I 

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

(907) 479-5183 I 
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LETTERS 
cerned that "less than comDe- 
tent individuals use "credin- 
tials" (ACA certification) to as- 
sume positions of leadership 
within the whitewater comrnu- 
nity". 

You're right Bob, out here 
in the real world there's just 
not a whole lot of class 5 boat- 
ers willing to take the time or 
make the commitment to run 
the club safety class or intro to 
WW paddling. That task falls 
to guys like "Jack". Next thing 
you know "Jack" gets involved 
in club stuff and before long 
he's club president. The class 
5 guys who show up at one 
meeting every two years to beg 
money for some AWA pro- 
gram, are left scratching their 
heads saying things like, 
"how'd that asshole get to be 
president, he can't even roll". 

But I'm sure in some future 
editorial you'll suggest an AWA 
plan that will have you, 
Fentress, Walker, Lesser, 
Snyder, the Callaways, Reagan 
and Roger Zbel running a clinic 

to help improve the skill level 
of the "Jacks" in our world, 
and thus raise the level of 
paddle instruction nation wide. 

With the "instructor im- 
provement program" that you 
thought up, I wouldn't be a bit 
surprised if the AWA gave you 
a patch for your PFD. 

2. Bob supposes "that a 
truly "credible" certification of 
professionals might be desir- 
able." (For those that can con- 
fidently and 

safely paddle class 5) 
I was going to say, "I hate 

to disillusion you Mr. Gedekoh, 
but where I live ......." But I'm 
not because it sounds smart- 
alecky. So Ill just say that 
where I live, the Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts and indeed the rest 
of the folks ready and wanting 
to learn whitewater paddling 
would all be dead and gone 
waiting for class 5 paddlers to 
pick up the ball and teach 
them what they need to know. 
That task falls, by default, to 
this well meaning guy named 

Featuring qua l i t y  products  f r o m  
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport, 
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue 
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more. 

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear. 
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags, 
Sprayskirts, and Pogies. 

WILDWATER DESIGNS 
I 230 PENLLYN PIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422 

215-646-5034 

"Jack". Blowhard that he is. 
Braggart that he is. Lacking in 
competence, patches and all, 
"Jack" will be there when he's 
needed. He'll do the best he 
can with what he's got. And 
while he's not up to class 5 
standards, he is the expert for 
the public. He's the guy who 
will introduce W o  of the pad- 
dlers to the sport. He's the guy 
who's going to suggest to new 
paddlers what boat to buy, 
what vest to get, what organi- 
zation to join, and what cause 
to support. 

I'm confident in some fu- 
ture editorial you1 unveil a 
substantive plan that will en- 
able AWA experts and the ACA 
to hammer out a consensus on 
certification, that will make 
room for guys like "Jack" and 
take advantage of their dedica- 
tion and enthusiasm; and at the 
same time make sure he 
knows it's stupid to take nov- 
ices down Cheat Canyon. I'm 
confident because I can sense 
that you're a visionary, Bob, 

keen for opportunity to effect 
harmonious and positive 
change for betterment of the 
sport, and not encumbered 
with an over developed ego 
nor prone to pettiness. 

Why I wouldn't be sur- 
prised if the AWA gave you a 
patch for coming up with the 
"Associate (class 111) White 
Water Certification" idea 

3. It seems to Bob, "That 
the ACA and Coast Guard 
should give serious consider- 
ation to the legal ramifications 
of such professional 

credentialing." 
Thank. Bob! It's cornfort- 

ing to know you're out there 
on the fringe of innovative 
thought, coming up with ad- 
vice that has probably saved 
the Coast Guard from litigious 
ruin and the ACA from similar 

I fate. 
Editorial wisdom like that 

will have the general public 
clamoring for subscriptions 
and donors standing in lime to 
sign on. 

Serving the 
paddling sports 

since 1969 

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat 
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak 

RAPID - Proven freestyle winner 
Still made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction 

Our SEDA Sea Kayak line consists of the famous Glider, 
Viking, Swift, Tango and Vagabond. 

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoes are highly 
regarded by customers throughout the nation and Canada. 

Our SEDA accessories include Coast Guard approved lifevests, 
top design wet suits and a comprehensive line of whitewater and 
flatwater gear. 

Call today for our 40 page bargain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you. 

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950 
Tel: 6191336 2444 
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Why I wouldn't be sur- 
prised. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

So what do you do with a 
class 3 "Jack" editor working a 
class 5 rag and not having a 
good day? 

Let's be honest, irrespec- 
tive of what Bob says, you 
pretty much leave him alone 
because you need someone to 
do the job. The class 5 guys 
are out writing the big stuff. 

In the end, the readers, ad- 
vertises, donors, and folks who 
make grants determine who 
the experts are. And they don't 
give a damn how well an editor 
can paddle. 

Greg Mallet-Prevost 
Kensington, Maryland 

EDITOR'S REPLY 
I used to work with a 

woman who had a great 
name for outbursts like this 
last letter. She called them 
"Hissy Fits': 

Dear Bob; 
I must congratulate you on 

your recent editorial on "quali- 
fications". Unfortunately toda> 
this insidious mental disease 
known as "Political Correct- 
ness" is warping all attempts at 
logical well reasoned thought. 
One of the most unsound 
trends of "PC" is this idea of 
"qualifications", especially in 
whitewater boating. 

Does sitting through a few 
classes instantly bestow you 1C 
or 20 years of boating experi- 
ence? And what people who 
teach these classes; even if 
they are experienced (rare) 
well meaning people (almost 
always). How much real 
knowledge can they convey in 
a few hours of "classes"? Very 
little-under the best of circum- 
stances. 

Over twenty years ago I 
bought my first canoe and took 
my first tentative steps into the 
boating world. There where nc 
classes or clubs that I knew 
about. I didn't know anyone 
that had ever paddled a canoe 
before, let alone a kayak. I 

spent the first few years pad- 
dling on small lakes and creeks 
until one day I saw a kayak for 
sale in a motorcycle shop. The 
next two months I found my- 
self in a dirty, smelly farm 
pond trying to roll that kayak 
until I succeeded and two 
more years perfecting that roll 
everywhere from the Yough to 
the Everglades. No class could 
have given me the rich experi- 
ence that I had during that 
time. 

In the early years I met 
some wonderful people on the 
river and we boated together. 
In those days we paddled most 
of the good whitewater in the 
east. On those trips we 
learned to be cautious, to read 
the river and to know our- 
selves, because none of us had 
paddled any of the many new 
rivers that we were doing. 
Through this experience we 
learned to exercise judgment 
and we had a strong desire to 
learn everything about pad- 
dling that we could, because 
there were no "experts" telling 
us to do this and that. 

Since those days I've run 
across many "expertsn. One 
was leading an Outward 
Bound group of cold, soaked 
to the bone, clients deep 
within the boundary waters of 
Minnesota They had been 
paddling around in circles for 
two days because they couldn't 
read a map. And on a trip in 
Quebec we once rounded a 
bend to find a group of stu- 
dents stranded hundred and 
fifty miles from the nearest 
road having lost all their gear, 
their paddles and canoes bro- 
ken, sleeping in the open with 
no food-because their "expert" 
leaders ran them down a class 
five rapid. 

All the real experts that I 
have met usually don't have a 
paper or a pin saying so. They 
don't need it; it's redundant. 
Their "classes" have been 
many years of river running 
and a burning desire to see the 
reality and truth in things, to 
throw away preconceptions 
and honestly try to view the 
world for what it really is. And 
that is how it works in all 
walks of life. The Royal Soci- 
ety of London's motto "NuUius 
In Verban says it all, "take 

nobody's word for it, see it for 
yourself". The over emphasis 
on credentials and qualifica- 
tions is perpetrated by the un- 
knowing of the ones who want 
the status without putting the 
years of hard and honest work 
that it takes to achieve mastery 
of any subject. Qualifications 
are not bestowed, they are 
earned after a very long period 
of honest and varied achieve- 
ment. 

My years on the river has 
taught me many good things. 
But perhaps the most impor- 
tant thing that the river has 
taught me is that when bullshit 
smacks up against 
reality .......... Bullshit loses. 

Sincerely; 
Jess P. Gonzalez 
N. Belle Vernon, PA 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

I like this guy! 

Dear Bob, 
I read your monthly col- 

umn, as usual, with interest 
We've all encountered over- 
credentialed, overbearing 'in- 
structor" types. You accu- 
rately point out that certifica- 
tions do not mean that a per- 
son is an expert river runner, 
and that many excellent pad- 
dlers and teachers never be- 
come "certified". Suggesting 
that whitewater instructors 
should be class V paddlers, 
however, misses a few key 
points. The first is that most 
beginning paddlers usually 
need formal instruction. Sec- 
ond, most of their teachers are 
volunteers. Last and most im- 
portant, you really don't have 
to be a hot paddler to teach be- 
ginners, just knowledgeable 
and patient enough to give 
them a good, safe start. Some 
of the best teachers I know sel- 
dom paddle rivers harder than 
Class 11. 

Many people who are inter- 
ested in paddling never run 

LETTERS 
i2ki.w V or even Class III rivers 
(thank goodness). But schools, 
colleges, scout groups, and 
summer camps all need ca- 
noe and kayak instructors. (I 
got my own start at summer 
camp in New Hampshire) If an 
organization is going to pro- 
mote and insure a national pro- 
gram some type of quality con- 
trol, however imperfect, is 
needed. While there are ex- 
ceptions, many class V boaters 
are more interested in river 
running than teaching. Other 
~addlers have limited skills. 
but get great satisfaction fkm 
teaching others. Each is im- 
portant to our sport. 

The American Canoe Asso- 
ciation received their Coast 
Guard for a sound reason. The 
American Red Cross, a long- 
time force in training paddlers, 
is no longer training canoe and 
kayak instructors. ACA is cur- 
rently the only organization do- 
ing this work nationally. They 
propose to give these "lostn in- 
structor-volunteers a home so 
that this valuable teaching tal- 
ent is not lost. This is a huge 
job involving thousands of 
people. To support this effort 
the Coast Guard is providing 
some "seed money". 

I'd like to see an alternate 
certification track developed 
to pennit expert paddlers to 
become teachers quickly, with- 
out the time and effort cur- 
rently required. But that's an- 
other subject! And as for over- 
bearing or obnoxious people, 
instructors or not, the best 
thing to do is ignore them! 

Sincerely, 
Charlie Walbridge 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

I like this guy  too, even 
when we don't agree on 
something. 

Dear Editor: 
At least you got one 

thing right in the article "The 
River Decides" (Jan.Web. Jour- 
nal). If you had any sense you 
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the first SELF-BAILING 

First made for video boats on the. Tull River 
in Australia in 1 986, the SVREDDE~ has 
been built and & power-tested ever since. A 
great way for an experienced river runner to 
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are 

We are committed to 
remise that "heavy 
uty" does not mean 

HEAVY ......... the 
SHREDDER rolls 
up into a compact 

18" x 28"! The cross 
tubes & raised floor 

eliminate the need for 
a bulky frame. Have 
been used as guide 

boats on raft & ducky 
trips ... made entirely in 
Pennsylvania ..... ..98% 

domestic content! 

STCINDClRD FErnURES ..... 

fTilNDClRD MODEL SPECS... .. 
length = 12'4" color = black 
width = 58" weight = 35 - 54 I ~ S  412 - 329 - 8668 
tube diameters available =  is.^, 2oW, 21" Box36 ~hiopyle,Pa 15470 

neoprenelnylon 
ASK FOR TONY 

PRICES RClNQE FROM $980.00 & UP 
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would have stopped -just 
prior to showing both your ig- 
norance and your arrogance. 
Your remarks were not only di- 
visive and out of line, they 
were just plain stupid! You 
lamely criticized the ACA In- 
struction program, yet, what 
the hell is AWA doing in this 
area? 

You made the statement "I 
personally would question any 
standards that certify individu- 
als as instructors andfor safety 
experts who can not confi- 
dently and safely paddle class 
V water." You have got to be 
kidding! First of all, how do 
you plan to insure an instruc- 
tion course or instructor 
trainer course that tests pad- 
dlers at the class V level? The 
AWA Safety Code describes 
class V as "Extremely long, ob- 
structed, or very violent rapids 
which expose the paddler to 
above average endanger- 
ment.. ... Swims are danger- 

ous, and rescue is difficult 
even for experts." 

You are basically saying 
that the AWA wants 
whitewater kayaking to be an 
elitist sport, that there is no 
good served by teaching intro- 
ductory and intermediate level 
courses. How many "Class V" 
boaters do you know who are 
willing to spend their week- 
ends introducing novices to 
the great experience of 
whitewater? Following your 
logic I guess Charlie Walbridge 
is remiss in certifying ACA 
Swiftwater Rescue Instructors 
until he makes them swim a 
few class V drops. 

Don't give me this crap 
about a "credible process". 
What would a so called "ex- 
pert" boater declare is a cred- 
ible process, a classroom on 
the Narrows of the Green? 
Class V and VI whitewater is a 
challenge for the best of us, 
where would an instructor's 

PLUNGE! 

A new video from 

i. :IC Only $26.95 plus $3 shipping. 

. I ., 
Trail, 
Hoschton, GA 

i 30548 

margin of safety be? Canoe 
and Kayaking classes can only 
teach a paddler the basics. 
From there a person must de- 
velop skills through practice. 

If someone lives out of a 
VW van, needs only enough 
money for granola, a six pack 
and a used kayak they can 
probably get in more practice 
than the average guy with a 
wife, a mortgage and two kids. 
If it is AWA's policy to criticize 
and put down all the paddlers 
who are content to paddle 
class 111 water, then I say the 
AWA is doing a great disser- 
vice to the sport. By encourag- 
ing more people to take up 
paddling, whether it be class I 
or class VI, we are increasing 
our constituency to help pre- 
serve our rivers and streams as 
well as our right to access and 
paddle them. We should be 
working to unite the paddling 
community rather than divide 
it. 

It also seems that the AWA 
is a bit jealous of the fact that 
ACA is getting grants from the 
Coast Guard. One of those 
grants funded the river rescue 
film "Heads Up!". This is a su- 
perb film that serves the ad- 
vanced paddler well. I am one 
advanced paddler that is happy 
that the ACA is out there get- 
ting money for our sport. 
Money (your tax dollars, as 
you so eloquently pointed out) 
that otherwise would probably 
go to the power boat crowd. 

I sincerely hope that your 
brain dead babblings are not 
the opinions of most AWA 
members. But as the editor of 
the journal you cannot deny 
that you currently speak for 
and represent the AWA. "Ex- 
pert" paddler or not (or just an- 
other Jack), if you insist on 
stroking your own ego at the 
expense of the rest of us, I 
think you should leave this 
publication and do it at 
home .... in privacy. 

Anonymous 
Chevy Chase, Md. 

EDITOR'S REPLY 

Sometimes I think that I 
don't get paid m u g h  to put 

up  with these insults. But 
then I remember that I don't 
get paid at all! 

Keep up the good work. 
Regards 
Ken Strickland 
North Metro, Georgia 

Dear Bob, 
This is a personal note to 

add an "Amen!" to your article 
"The River Decides". Since 
river running sometimes p r e  
vides one with religious experi- 
ences I suppose it is to be ex- 
pected that we would experi- 
ence some of the same foibles 
as organized religion. In order 
to establish a pecking order we 
have the Dominican approach 
of learned authority @ins, 
patches and certificates), 
Franciscan dedication and 
meditation (been boating since 
birch bark) and the Pentecos- 
tal test of faith (surf the hole in 
third drop till you can speak in 
tongues). 

I don't understand all the 
posturing that goes on in this 
sport; perhaps it is an over 
abundance of Type "An person- 
alities, but as you said the river 
decides. Myself, I'm getting 
older and don't enjoy the 
adrenalin rush as much so I'm 
happy to eddy-hop Class I1 and 
III. Does that make me less of 
a boater or perhaps a better 
one by polishing my tech- 
nique? As far as how I or any- 
one else is ranked in the 
whitewater hierarchy my reply 
is; "A wise man can learn from 
a fool but a fool can't learn 
from anyone". 

Name Withheld by Request 
West Virginia 

Bob, 
Excellent "forum" in AWA 

January/February 94 issue! 
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WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST 
COMPLETE PADDLING SHOP 

Mac Thornton 
228-112 12th Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

Located in the Heart of the 
New & Gauley Rivers 

Anita Adams 
Star Route 1, Box 46 
Edmond, WV 25837 

Bob Glanville 
66 Deer Run 
Glenwood, NY 14069 

Products from: Perception, Wilderness 
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony, 
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle, 
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps, 

Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE! 

Ric Alesch 
14262 West Warren Place 
Lakewood, CO 80228 

Joe Greiner 
404 Stacy Street 
Raleigh, NC 27607 

Barry Tuscano 
RD 1, Box 32 
Bolivar, PA 15923 

Bill Baker 
2953 Birch Street 
Denver, CO 80207 

Bill Hildreth 
78 Beechwood Street 
Cohasset, MA 02025 

Charlie Walbridge 
230 Penllyn Pike 
Penllyn, PA 19422 

Pope B a r n  
136 13th Street SE 
Washington,DC 20003 

Lars Holbek 
Box 63 
Coloma, CA 95613 

lee Belknap 
1308 Maryland Avenue 
Glen Ellen, VA 23060 

Diana Holloran 
Route 1, Box 90 
Fairview Mountain Road 
Reliance, TN 37369 

Vice President: Mac Thornton 
Secretary: Anita Adams 
Treasurer: Jim Scott 

Risa Shimoda ~ a l l i h a ~  
P.O. Box 375 
Denver, NC 28037 

Joe Pulliam 
P.O. Box 1500 
Harriman, TN 37748 P.O. Box 85 

Phoenicia, NY 12464 
[914) 688-5569 
Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Director 
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121 

Tom Christopher 
931 Union Street Rear 
Leominster, MA 01453 NORTH AMERICAN 

RIVER RUNNERS, l N C  

On U.S.'Route 60, */4 Mile 
East of U S .  19 lntersectio 

Jim Scott 
3715 Jocelyn Street NW 
Washington, DC 20015 

Bob Gedekoh 
Box 228, RD 4 
Elizabeth, PA 15037 

Pete Skinner 
Box 272, Snyder Road 
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 

Susan Gentry 
646 Deer Creek Trail 
Hoschton, GA 30548 

Ron Stewart 
P.O. Box 1337 
Chattanooga, TN 37401 

But I don't shut up too 
good. I yearn for the day that I 
no longer need associate my- 
self with the "governing body 
of paddlesport". (Who needs 
more govenunent,..anyway?) 

Just wanted to say, here's 
one "credibly certifiedn geek 
who agrees with you. Keep 
telling it like it is, Bob. 

know the line to splat it? 
And to you, Bob: 
1. When is the Upper 

Yough Race? 
2. Think I should use a high 

volume boat so as not to of- 
fend the male boating cornmu- 
nity? 

Editors r&lg: The Upper 
Yough Race .is usuallg held 
on the last Wednesdag in Au- 
gust, but this is not fixed in 
stone, so give Precision Rafl- 
ing or Mountain Surf a call 
closer to time. As for offend- 
ing the male boating commu- 
nity in Friendsvilk, you 
have nothing to fear. These 
guys are totally liberated; 
there isn't a sex5st in the 

Bob, 

I don't doubt that you 
caught some flack about your 
JanuarylFebruary 94 editorial 
on the ACA I didn't just 
chuckle when I read it; it got 
some belly laughs. 

You see, I wrote a similar 
letter, but foolishly sent it to 
Kim Whitley, the NIC Chair. I 
am constantly infuriated by the 
ACA's grandiose claims and 
blatant bureaucratic waste. 
The pill is more bitter because 
I am cardcarrying, dues paying 
Instructor. (Ooooh baby, 
where are my patches and 
pins?) I'd much rather send 
that precious (river work pays 
little) $40.00 to the AWA every 
year. 

Mr. Whitley didn't respond 
to my tirade directly, instead, 
he went to my boss, the Head 
of Instruction at "Oxford". Of 
course it was all in the spirit of 
open communication, right? 
(Shut up or it's my job...?) 

Sincerely, 
Heidi Domeisen 
G1 Squirette 

Teresa Gwder I crowd! 
Bryson ~ i & ,  North Carolina 

itish 
r 

Dear Editor, 
In response to your March/ 

April 1994 "Letters to the Edi- 
tor" please tell Dr. C.H.B. 
Noonan: 

1. Not to be so upset, the 
C1 I chose to paddle in the 
Gauley Race was not a race 
boat at all, but a little, bitty 
squirt boat! 

2. Sure he can follow me 
through Pillow Rock- Wanna 

sales and rentals 

accessories 
guide services available 
accessible by air or highway 

I enroute to the Yukon and 
the Queen Charlotte Islands 

Aquabatic Sports, s.75, c.6, RR#2, 
Smithers, BC. CANADA VOJ 2N0 

Phone/Fax: (604)847-3678 
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The American 
Whitewater 
AfEhtion 
Our mission is to conserve 
America's whitewater resources 
and to enhance opportunities to 
safely enjoy them. 
The American Whitewater 
Affiliation (AWA) is a national 
organization with a membership 
of over 3000 individual 
whitewater boating enthusiasts 
and more than 100 local 
paddling club affiliates. 

EDUCATION: Through publication of 
the magazine, American Whitewater, and 
by other means, the AWA provides infor- 
mation and education about whitewater 
rivers, boating safety, technique, and 
equipment. 

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a 
complete national inventory of whitewater 
rivers, monitors threats to those rivers, 
publishes information on river conserva- 
tion, provides technical advice to local 
groups, works with government agencies, 
and -when necessary -takes legal ac- 
tion to prevent river abuse. 

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting 
events, contests and festivals to raise 
funds for river conservation, including the 
Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo in Tennessee 
and the annual Gauley River Festival in 
West Virginia, the largest gathering of 
whitewater boaters in the nation. 

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling 
safety, publishes reports on whitewater 
accidents, and maintains both a uniform 
national ranking system for whitewater 
rivers (the International Scale of 
Whitewater Diculty) as well as an inter- 
nationally recognized whitewater safety 
code. 

RNER ACCESS: To assure public ac- 
cess to whitewater rivers AWA arranges 
for river access through private lands by 
negotiation or purchase, seeks to protect 
the right of public passage on a l l  rivers 
and streams navigable by kayak or canoe, 
and resists unjustified restrictions on gov- 
ernment-managed whitewater rivers. 

AWA was incorporated under Missouri 
non-profit corporation laws in 1961 and 
maintains its principal mailing address at 
PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. The 
phone number is 914-6885569. AWA is tax 
exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code.. 

Don't be sticky ... 
Let $20 find a hole in your pocket 6 h s  
The A WA is fighting to save our whitewater 
resources. You can help. Your $20 member- 
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective 
river conservation actions. Plus--every 
member receives a bi-monthly subscription 
to American Whitewater.. . the best semi- .-%\ . 
professional whitewater magazine in the world! -%. - 

0- r , .  A. .* +&* % .  

.' . -4r  , 

- . 
Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home B . m . 

Yes, I want to  join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my taxdeductible 
n contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety. . . m 

Name B 
w . - 
n . . Address - . . 

I would like to make an additional contribution to AWA's Whitewater Defense Project as indicated below. . . 
AWA membership dues $20.00 . ..................... 
WDP contribution .............................. $- I would be interested in working as an AWA volunteer. 

n 
n Total amount . . ...................................... . .m............... ................. 
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What's Up? 
Water level readings from selected 

North American river level gauges are 
"up  on Waterline! 

Water levels at your favorite boating 
spots, and more you haven't explored 

yet, may be " u p  too! Find out for sure 
where the best conditions are by 

calling Waterline while you're planning 
your next river adventure. 

Readings are updated continually 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Call toll-free, any time of day, for 
information, sample readings and river 
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if 

you have a fax number handy, we'll fax 
you everything you need to call our 

Waterline gauge phone right now for 
today's river levels. 

I WRITE OR PHONE FOR OUR I I FA€€ DISCOUNT CRTRLOG I 

I Eureka, Jansport. Sierra Designs, 
Slumberjack, Cannondole, Peak 1, I Chouinard, Lifa, Optimus, Lowe. , 

by Charlie Walbridge 

Whitewater paddlers travel in groups 
for mutual assistance. Matching the 
group's speed to the ability of its members 
can be challenging. Moving too slowly 
causes a run to take longer than antici- 
pated. The group may finish at in the dark, 
or even be forced to bivouac. But moving 
too quickly creates problems also. The 
group can become spread out, leaving in- 
dividual members stranded and unpro- 
tected in the event of a mishap. 

Finding the right pace is a tricky prob- 
lem. Some runs are long and demand hard 
paddling while others do not. I still re- 
member a marathon 50 mile day trip down 
the Arkansas in Colorado when one 
boater, a noted wildwater racer, got out in 
front and paddled most of the members of 
a large group into the ground. We got very 
spread out. One person flipped, swam, 
and had to self-rescue with no assistance. 

Some distance downstream, following 
a brief shouting match, we sorted things 
out. The group split; some people agreed 
to go slower and take-out earlier, while a 
few diehards paddled the full distance at 
a rapid clip. It shouldn't have come to 
that. 

A group's ideal speed depends on the 
ability of its members. Skilled boaters can 
move faster for longer periods. They need 
to scout less frequently and are more com- 
fortable running tough drops with a few 
directions from others. These abilities are 
necessary on long runs of sustained diffi- 
culty, or when a late start makes quick- 
ness essential. The ability of each paddler 
to keep up is a major part of any decision 
to include them on these trips. 

On other trips time is not the overrid- 
ing issue. We then set the pace so that the 
group stays together, travelling at a speed 
acceptable to the slowest member. Going 
too fast increases the risk of mishaps and 
time consuming rescues. Avoiding these 
problems will make up for any delays. 

Keeping a party together takes a com- 
mitment on the part of everyone. Each 
paddler is responsible for watching the 
person behind him. When that person dis- 
appears, you stop and wait. If he haven't 
appeared after a few minutes, move u p  
stream and investigate. Your action will 
pass quickly through the length of the 
group and eventually bring it to a halt. 
Needed manpower will then move u p  
stream to assist soon afterwards. 

It's human nature to become irnpa- 
tient with slow-movers. This is especially 

true when darkness, deteriorating 
weather, or sheer distance will enact a 
penalty for dallying. Early in my career I 
got tired of waiting and left a lagging 
buddy who, unbeknownst to be, had 
pinned his aluminum canoe upstream. Our 
reunion later in the day was pretty uncom- 
fortable! This past Gauley Season I en- 
countered someone who had lost his 
group. He didn't know whether his friends 
were ahead of or behind him. Later we 
found that they had gotten tired of waiting 
for him as he played in a hole and lek Un- 
fortunately he wasn't playing, he was 
stuck! Other paddlers were left to make 
the rescue. 

THE LEAD POSITION 
The lead boat, in addition to setting the 

pace, is responsible for deciding when to 
run a rapid without looking and when to 
stop and scout. In deciding what to do the 
needs of the group's weakest member 
must be considered. People often feel 
pressured to follow their friends, but 
blowing into a tough stretch of river with 
no preparation can "suck" unwary pad- 
dlers in over their heads. This is not a 
problem with well-matched groups, but is 
an issue when boaters of varying ability 
paddle together. 

Scouting, however time consuming, is 
faster and less traumatic than a pin or a 
swim. 

When time is short boaters should 
avoid a "scout-watch-run" approach. This 
is when a group scouts, but only one pad- 
dler at a time walks back to their boat and 
runs- while everyone else watches. This 
can be entertaining during short runs in 
good weather, but it's very time consum- 
ing. I was once with a group that took well 
over an hour to negotiate three class IV 
ledges that usually take about 10 minutes! 

The alternative is for everyone to 
scout, decide what to do, then do it! Run 
or portage, but move all at once. This will 
mve an incredible amount of time. 

THE SWEEP POSITION 
A sweep boat brings up the rear and is 

often the first to help anyone who may be 
having trouble. This is a vulnerable posi- 
tion, since, if a pinning occurs, rescue usu- 
ally comes from upstream. Yet it's easy for 
weaker paddler to find themselves in the 
back of a group. A s  a river becomes more 
difficult, less confident boaters catch ed- 
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dies while the stronger ones push on. 
Eventually the weakest boaters end up in 
the rear. 

The consequences of this can be seri- 
ous. Several years ago on the North 
Branch of the Potornac a less experienced 
member of my group was pushed back 
into the sweep position. She became 
pinned on a bridge abutment and had to 
be rescued by a group of boaters behind 
us. To avoid this, stronger paddlers should 
hold themselves back, stopping regularly 
to allow a new paddler to move to the 
front. It's also a good idea to allow inexpe- 
rienced boaters to lead when time and cir- 
cumstances permit. This helps them de- 
velop a better eye for water which boosts 
their confidence and helps them keep up. 

Among groups including novices, the 
"leadn and "sweep" positions are assigned 
to experienced paddlers. Everyone else is 
"sandwichedn in between. But among 
boaters of equal ability, these duties are 
passed casually back and forth. Losing 
track of a person is frightening. This frus- 
tration quickly turns to anger when you 
find that the "leadern has blown the group 
off to paddle ahead with someone else, or 
the "sweep" is lagging behind to dump 
their boat or answer the call of nature. 
This is not to say that you can't do these 
things, but courtesy demands that you tell 
someone in your party before stopping or 
leaving. 

One guy I used to paddle with van- 
ished routinely, and as  a result no one got 
too excited if he disappeared. After a few 
lengthy "searches" I started avoiding his 
trips. 

Once groups grow beyond four or five, 
keeping track of everyone becomes difli- 
cult. Large rocks and a twisting river bed 
can hide a boater from her group for ex- 
tended periods. I've known individuals in 
large parties to disappear without anyone 
taking note. The traditional way to keep 
track is to take a head count at the base of 
big drops. Groups can also "buddy upn for 
backup. Each person chooses a "buddyn to 
keep track of him, and vice versa. This 
may be done formally or casually. It 
doesn't mean that you must always paddle 
at an arm's length from your buddy; far 
from it. It only insures that if you disap 
pear, someone will notice. 

SPACING 
Keeping a reasonable space between 

your boat and the one in front when run- 
ning rapids is essential. Passing in serious 
rapids is rather tricky. Nothing is more un- 
nerving than finding yourself on a collision 
course with another paddler in a tight 
place; even top racers wait for calmer 

stretches to make their move. If you find 
yourself creeping up on another boater, 
grab an eddy and wait until a gap is rees- 
tablished. Your action should be passed 
back through the group, keeping it from 
bunching up. If no eddy is available, yell- 
ing "on your rightn or "on your left" can 
help the person downstream. 

As rivers get steeper, boaters use ed- 
dies to stop and scout from their boats be- 
fore proceeding. Making effective use of 
these spots is fundamental to fast, efficient 
river travel. If an eddy is small, crowding a 
person already occupying it will not speed 
your trip. Often a late arrival can find no 
space, and is forced to run a rapid blind. 
Waiting upstream in another eddy until a 
key stopping place is open is more appro- 
priate. On very steep rivers you'll often see 
groups spaced out in eddies for some dis- 
tance upstream. 

If an eddy is large, don't block access 
by sitting on the eddy line. Move your boat 
into shore, or press up against the rock 
which is diverting the water so that others 
can easily enter. 

MAKING QUICK RESCUES 
The word "kscuen cor\jures up images 

of complex extrications by large groups of 
people. In reality most are quick assists 
performed by one or two paddlers; by act- 
ing quickly they can stop a situation be- 
fore it gets out of hand. Too often every- 
one wants to be the hero, clustering 
around the person needing help. They only 
succeed in getting in each others way, 
making the recovery inefficient, frustrat- 
ing, and even dangerous. 

The first person on the scene should 
perform the most vital job; the next person 
then serves as backup by chasing a 
paddle, waiting in a downstream eddy, or 
setting up a throw line. If you want to help, 
ask yourself what really needs to be done, 
then do it without being told. This can 
keep the situation from requiring a full- 
blown organized effort. When the group 
has to go into an organized recovery mode 
with a designated leader and an intricate 
plan much time will be lost. 

After a long swim, several things can 
speed recovery. Waiting for the swimmer 
to do everything takes longer. If equip 
ment is dispersed, gather it while the 
swimmer is catching his breath. Try to get 
a swimmer's gear on the same side of the 
river that hdshe is siting on. Help dump 
the boat, or walk along the shore to pick 
up the paddle. But don't be so hurried that 
a tired or hypothermic person is forced to 
continue before they are ready. 

If someone is seriously injured on an 
isolated stretch of river, the fastest 
method of evacuation is always by water. 
Sending for help and waiting for it to ar- 
rive over rough roads and rugged terrain is 
much slower, if the accident happens late 
in the day it  ma&^ result in an unexpected 
night out. Sometimes a friendly outfitter 
will provide a lift; at other times a person 
can be loaded into an open boat. Walking 
out takes more time, and sending for help 
even more. 

A year ago I encountered a woman 
who had received hard blows to her head 
and hands while running High Falls on the 
Cheat. The group was debating whether to 
send for help. Fortunately I was accompa- 
nied by noted AWA paddler Chris Koll. He 
got her on the back of his boat and told 
her to hold onto his waist. He paddled the 
easy water and portaged the big drops all 
the way to the end. His group put a 
sprayskirt on her boat, tied the waist shut, 
and herded it downriver to the takeout. 
Everyone was at the takeout within two 
hours. 

Contrast this with our other option- 
sending someone down to the takeout, 
then out over a rough dirt road to summon 
a rescue squad. It takes time to assemble a 
group of volunteers, and even longer to 
make their way through the woods in the 
deepening twilight, locate an injured per- 
son, and perform the evacuation. In the 
case of the Cheat, six to eight hours would 
be a very good time! 

Time is a vital component of trip plan- 
ning, and fun on the river is determined by 
how well you use it. These hints can help a 
group avoid some and concentrate on en- 
joyment. And that's what the sport is all 
about.. 

RIVERSPORT 
213 Yough Street 
Confluence. PA 15424 

-. - 
One of the top whitewater schools in the 

country. Riveraport offers a safe yet 
challenging experience for fint-time beginners. 
as well as experts. 

Fnendly Instructors, small classes, excellent 
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp 
combme to prowde the perfect setting for 
learnlng whitewater skills. Students are 
carefully placed in small classes according to 
skill level, paddling interest and age. We 
guarantee your sat~sfactlon. Ask about Our 
special clinics and group rates. 
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DEALERS 

ALABAMA 
Alabama Small Boats, May(ene, 800 874-5272 

ALASKA 
Wild Alaska Rivers, Anchorage, 907 344-9453 

ARIZONA 
Watersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT 

CALIFORNIA 
The Boat People, San Jose, 408 258-7971 

Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-01 87 
Pacific River Supply, El Sobronte, 510 223-3675 
Whitewokr Outlet, San Rafael, 41 5 721 -0708 

COLORADO 
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-01 33 

Colorado Kayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565 
Four Corners River Sports, Durango, 800 426-7637 

Down The River Equip. Co., Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489 
Phoenix Raft Equipment, Grand Junction, 303 243-4424 

IDAHO 
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchurn, 208 726-881 8 

Idaho Whitewater Unld., Meridian, 208 888-3008 
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932 

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 736-871 4 
River 1, Inc., Challis, 208 879-5300 

Northwest River Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202 
Idaho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844 

MONTANA 
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966 

NEVADA 
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-01 64 

NEW YORK 
Wear On Earth, Podam, 31 5 265-31 78 

OREGON 
Cascade Outfitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT 
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464 

S0lJTI-l CAROUNA 
Chottooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083 

TEXAS 
Canoesport Texas, Inc., Houston, 71 3 660-700 

WASHINGTON 
R.E.I., All Stores, 800 999-4REI 

The River Rot, Tacoma, 206 535-2855 
Swiftwater, Seanle, 206 547-3377 

Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871 

WYOMING 
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474 

CANADA 
Totem Outdoor Ovffitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
Eoskrn Outdwrs, Brunswick, 506 634-1 530 

THAILAND 
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-21 2-1 72 

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE 
Support Your Local Dealer 

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU 

We'd like to think the use of the latest technology 

credit goes to 

all you AIREheads who have supported us through the years 

and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts. 

About our rafts. About our 

inflatable kayaks 

and sea kayaks. Thanks. 

P.O. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208) 344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE 
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The Watershed Craze 
in Washington 

Whitewater, the scandal, monopolizes the front pages of the Washington Post and 
continues to mesmerize the TV talk show hosts. Meanw hile among river conserva- 
tionists inside the beltway the latest craze is something else: watersheds. 

River conservationists and other environmentalists are asking government agen- 
cies as diverse as the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis sion, the Forest Service, and 
the EPA to operate on a watershed basis. Even the spotted owl is fading into obscurity 
as the focus ch anges to watershed protection in the old growth forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. Salmon and steelhead are now viewed as more endang ered than the owl. 

Inside The Beltway 

An eight-lane interstate highway 
(known as the "beltway") encircles 

Washington, D.C. like an poisonous 
snake. It separates the no xious 

inferno of politics from the rest of the 
nation which looks on in dismay as the 

wheels of government ponderously 
grind away. T he cacophonous Tower 
of Babel circumscribed by the beltway 

is largely inhabited by politicians, 
bureaucrats, T.V. news casters, lobb 

yists, lawyers, talking heads, petty 
criminals, government contractors, 

drug addicts, spies and counter spies. 
Undeterred by this horrific scene, alert 

reporters deep inside the beltway 
carefully sift through the 

pandemonium to submit reports to 
Journal readers on anything and 

everything affecting whitewater rivers. 

[Editor's note: The opinions expressed 
in this article do not necessarily reflect 

the views or policy of the American 
Whitewater Aff iliation.] 

In Congress, it seems that almost everyone wants a watershed bill. If this keeps up, 
the President may even decide to deliver health care on a watershed basis ! 

Clinton already features watershed protection as the centerpiece of his latest bill 
updating the Clean Water Act. On another front, a coalition of river groups is pushing 
hard for comprehensive national river and watershed protection and restorat ion legis- 
lation. 

Many drinking water suppliers, and even some within the EPA, are advocating wa- 
tershed protection measures as an alternative to expen sive and unreliable water treat- 
ment and monitoring systems for some drinking water contaminants. 

Even inner city politicians are clamoring for urban watershed restoration. 
Bi containing all of these concepts are now in circulation with their backers try- 

ing to attract the critical mass of votes needed to be enacted. 
The watershed craze is not confined to the beltway. Inside-the-beltway types are 

only taking their cue from forward-#inking river c onservationists working at the 
grassroots level throughout the country, like the Pacific Rivers Council. PRC pub- 
lished the seminal t hinking on the subject in their new book, "Entering the Water- 
shed". Another group, the Rivers Council of Washington, has based its e ntjre 
grassroots program on networking people living in each of the 62 watersheds in the 
State. 

Why the big fuss over watersheds ? As usual, politics is belatedly catching up with 
science. For years the scientific community has been voicing alarm over the continu 
ed deterioration of freshwater aquatic ecosystems. At the same time, ecologists have 
been pointing out that degraded rivers, streams, and lakes merely reflect degraded 
conditions in the landscapes they drain, i.e. their watersheds. 

The ecological functions of a watershed are to capture or infiltrate, store, and re- 
lease moisture through surface or subsurface flow s. Without plants and trees and or- 
ganic litter in the topsoil, moisture just evaporates or erodes the land. Streams be- 
come entrenche d in deep channels well below the flood plain surface. In degraded 
watersheds water flows out of the system in weeks or days, rather than years, and 
large volumes of sediment and pollutants enter the rivers and streams. 

In the water pollution context, it has become clear that controlling end-of-the-pipe 
chemical pollution and sewage discharge will no t alone restore the biological integ- 
rity of rivers and streams. Too much run off from urban streets, too much livestock in 
the ripar ian zone, too much deforestation of upstream areas, too many roads, too 
many uncontrolled or abandoned mining activities, too much 1 oss of topsoil, too 
many agricultural pesticides and herbicides, too much physical alteration of river 
channels, and too many other insults to the natural ecosystem have all c o m b i i  to 
leave our rivers and streams in a bad way. 

As one aquatic ecologist put it at a recent conference in Oregon, the "health of 
much of the landscape is deteriorating and water bo dies are reflecting this changen. 

If rivers and streams cannot be healthy in an unhealthy watershed, and if you are 
an advocate for healthy rivers and streams, it is increasingly difficult to ignore condi- 
tions in the watershed. This logic has led some river conservation groups inexorably 
to the co nclusion that watershed protection and restoration is essential to river con- 
servation. 

But connecting river conservation to watersheds raises certain problems. 
F'irst of all, no existing river conservation laws address watershed protection and 

restoration. The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. for exam~le. deals onl-v with a narrow < 
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corridor and only with discrete, sometimes very short, river seg- 
ments. The other preeminent river protection law, the Clean Wa- 
ter Act, has never succeeded in controlling dispersed pollution 
sources in watersheds. 

Secondly, as one participant at a recent Oregon State Univer- 
sity conference pointed out "Wherever you are, you are in a wa- 
tershed." Dealing with watersheds means dealing with everything 
in the ecosystem. And as Pacific Rivers Council guru, Bob 
Doppelt has noted "E cosystems are messy and complex. We 
have not begun to understand how they work. We may never be 
able to know." 

When river conservationists realized that river conservation 
and restoration could not be done in isolation without paying at- 
tention to the ecology of the entire watershed, the immense di- 
mensions of the problem immediately became apparent. 

At this point no consensus has emerged regarding the best so- 
lution, but a variety of ideas have surfaced. 

EPA-backed amendments to the Clean Water Act propose a 
classic topdown regulatory solution. If adopted, these amend- 
ments would requ ire EPA to develop regulations to control 
nonpoint source discharges and design "best management prac- 
tices" (BMPS) for everything an yone does in a watershed. State 
and local governments would be required to enforce these against 
every farmer, business, and homeown er. Those who do not co- 
operate would be penalized. The enforcement problems inherent 
in this plan are daunting and politically unapp ealing, to say the 
least. 

An alternate approach is being taken by the urban watershed 
groups. Their idea is to redirect the millions of dollars now being 
spen t in rural communities by the Soil conservation Service and 
the Agricultural Conservation and Stabi i t ion Service, often on 
projec ts which do not contribute to sound watershed manage- 
ment. The money would be diverted to watershed restoration. 

Urban watershed advocates fear that without the restoration 
of urban waterways, urban populations, especially children, will 
suffer an "extinction of experience" which is as troubling as the 
extinction of aquatic species. City kids who experience nothing 
else may think of rivers as synonymous with sewers, culverts, 
and concrete channels. 

California Congresswoman Fume and D.C. Delegate Elizabeth 
Holrnes Norton each have similar versions of bills taking an ur- 
ban watersh ed approach primarily designed to provide "user 
friendly" grants for small, non- profit restoration groups. 

Still another strategy has been developed by Congressman Bii 
Richardson of New Mexico with help from a coalition of national 
and lo cal river conservation groups, including AWA, American 
Rivers, the Pacific Rivers Council, and Trout Unlimited. As de- 
scribed in earl ier issues of the Journal, this is the river and water- 
shed registry concept. 

The Richardson bill is a bottom-up approach which provides finan- 
cial incentives for local stakeholders, watershed associations, and local 
and State govenunents willing to take on river and watershed restora- 
tion projects. The projects would have to meet certain gen eral national 
standards. Almost any stakeholder in a watershed could qualify for the 
financial and technical assistance by developin g a river and watershed 
protection and restoration strategy which they intend to pursue and 
then having a river and associated water shed area registered by the 
Federal government. Once registered, the river and watershed are pro- 
tected from Federal and State activi ties not consistent with the protec- 
tion and restoration strategy. This scheme empowers citizens, civic 
groups, local governments, an d other stake holders. On the other hand, 
it depends heavily on these stake holders to take the initiative. No pen- 
alties are imposed on those willing to simply let their rivers and water- 
sheds go to pieces. 

Where this is all headed is still unclear. Nothing may be adopted or 
some combination of the above approaches or perhaps just one.. 

Georgia River Access - a 

by Rich Bowers 
History: 1987 - Landowner unsuccessfully attempts to block 

Smith Island rapid on the Chattahoochee River. 1989 - Unsuccess- 
ful state legislati ve attempt made to pass a new law redefining 
navigability. 1990 - Legal battle develops after landowner strings 
barbed wire, and attempts to arrest boy scouts on Armuchee 
Creek. This case is still pending and the stream remains closed to 
boating. 1992 - Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
issues a no-entry order on Ichauwaynochaway Creek, and closes 
the river. 1993 - "Georgia Family River Act" introduced. 1993 - 
Ichauwaynochaway "Trespassn found not-guilty by Jury. 

Updates: The on-going legal battle on Armuchee creek seems 
to get worse every day. Current fears are that now the state Su- 
preme Court may ann ounce a ruling that destroys the law sup- 
porting the right of passage, and gives riparian landowners exclu- 
sive possession of the rive r. 

The recent Family River Bii, to "define and clarify the use of 
Georgia's rivers and streams, while also strengthening the rights 
of private landowners", died an early death when no legislative 
sponsor could be found. More recently, attempts to have this bid 
assi gned to a study committee for introduction in 1995 have also 
failed. 

Whether defeat of this bill is a win or loss for boaters is still un- 
clear. Removing the closure of streams from the hands of private 
landowners, and offering boater participation in future decisions, 
this bill would have also em~owered the DNR to decide which riv- 
ers and streams are open torecreation. DNRs past record on 
boater rights however, is poor (closure of High Falls State Park, 
early safety concerns in the Tallulah Gorge, events on Armuchee 
and Ichauwaynochaway). 

In order to improve the process, this bill could well have 
sealed the fate of river access involving advanced and expert 
whitewater. 

On a more positive note, a man was found not-guilty in Febru- 
ary of trespass on Ichauwaynochaway Creek, by a Baker County 
Superior Co urt jury. The defendant was charged after floating the 
river in a raft along with a goat and a bale of cotton, in order to 
show the "commercial" navigability of the river. 

DNR issued a no-entry order in March 1992 to protect the work 
being conducted at the Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Cen- 
ter, whi ch owns the land on both sides of a fourteen mile stretch 
of this river. Lindsey Boring, director of the center set the tone of 
this discussion in a recent newspaper interview "This is a real 
populist school (of thought) that private land ought to be opened 
up to public use, and I think landowners need to have a great deal 
of concern about this." Boring also added that the center would 
continu e to prosecute trespassers.. 

Restrictions Westvaco 
Corp., the paper company 
which has provided yearly 
whitewater releases on the 
North Fork of the Potomac 
River (MD), has ask ed the US. 
Army Corps of Engineers to re- 
strict access to 1.7 miles of the 

Jackson River above its 
Covington, VA papermill. 

Westvaco names "public 
safety" as the reason for this 
closure, which affects the sec- 
tion of the river just south of 
the Covington Ci ty limits. The 
Jackson joins the Cowpasture 
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River to form the James River 
a few miles below the city. The 
Jackson is a "navigable" river. 

Access problems are not 
new to this area of the river. 
Private landowners along the 
Jackson have tried to keep 
trout fishermen and c anoeists 
off the river since Gathright 
Dam was built nearly 25 years 
ago to form Lake Moomaw. 

The Corps was soliciting 
public comments about this re- 
quest in early March. Boaters 
can contact Rick Henderson, 
Norfolk District, U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, 803 Front 
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510, to 
check on the current status. 
The phone number is (804) 
441-7653. 

Additional contacts. AWA 
Regional Coordinator, Charles 
Ware at (804) 231-0118, or The 
Jackson River Defense Fund at 
(804) 9787112.. 

West Virginia 

Valley Falls 
Access 

In a draft memorandum 
dated January 27,1994, the Di- 
rector of West Virginia's Divi- 
sion of Tourism and Parks out- 
lined the following p olicy for 
providing legal portages 
around the falls in Valley Falls 
State Park 

"Private rafters, kayakers, 
and commercial rafting compa- 
nies who put their crafts in the 
river above the park boundary 
for the purpo se of running the 
Tygart River through Valley 
Falls State Park will be permit- 
ted to take out above the falls 
for the purpose of scou ting a 
safe route over the falls and re- 
turning to the river at that 
point to continue running the 
river, or to portage the falls 
and put their crafts in the river 
below the falls in a location 
designated by the park super- 
intendent. Furthermore, pri- 
vate rafters and kayakers will 
be permitted to launch their 
rafts and kayaks at a desig- 

nated point above the falls and 
at a designated location below 
the falls as long as this activity 
does not interfere with other 
park users." 

The memorandum also out- 
lines procedures for commercial 
use of the park, and prohibits 
floating the falls with flotation de- 
vices not designated for navigating 
a river (i.e., inner tubes). This 
policy statement came about due 
to an earlier meeting between the 
Division of Tourism and Parks, 
West V i a  River Coalition and 
the AWA 

"Takings" Simplified 

More and more, as boaters 
attempt to improve river con- 
ditions, safeguard access, and 
move to expand recreational 
opportunities, they are con- 
fronted by those seeking indi- 
vidual advantage, or with radi- 
cally diverse views of "prop 
erty rights." 

The Pernigewasset River 

(NW, Fannington (MA), 
Armuchee (GA) and the South 
Fork of the Trinity River (CA) 
offer examples of rivers re- 
cently under siege by indi- 
vidual interest groups. 

In many cases, misinforma- 
tion about the Fifth Amend- 
ment of the Bill of Rights is 
tossed about, and those inter- 

2 PERSON CANOE ? 2 PERSON RAFT? 
-".? -- 

WHITEWATER PADDLERS: THIS NIMBLE, INFLATABLE CANOE WILL 
BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATCH EDDIES, 

HANDLE LOWER FLOWS ... 
SOLO AND TANDEM INFLATABLES 

12 AND 16 FOOT MODELS 
SELF BAIL AVAILABLE 

THE TOUGHEST HYPALON CONSTRUCTION 
PERFECT FOR DAY TRIPS, EXTENDED CAMPING TRIPS 

AND WILDERNESS EXPLORATlON 

SUPERIOR TRACKING IN FLATWATER 

IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS, SENIORS, FAMILIES AND FISHERMAN 

LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE 
SEND $11.95, CHECKOR M.O., TO RECEIVE OUR EXCITING, 22-MINUTE 

PROMOTIONALVIDEO 
"SOAR: IT'S A SWEET RIDE" 

OR 
CALLOR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG 

- 
SOAR INFLATABLES 

507 N. 13th St. #409 ST.LOUIS, MO 63103 
PHONE: 314-436-0016 FAX: 314-436-2332 
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ACCESS 
ested in improving our envi- 
ronment are unable to offset 
this effectively. 

The American Resources 
Information Network, a coop 
erative project of more than 
100 organizations interested in 
providing accurate an d bal- 
anced information, has just 
published a handbook entitled 
Taking Law in Plain English, 
which explains the role of law 
and the t aking clause of the 
liifth Amendment. 
This booklet is free to the 

public, and can be obtained by 
calling The American Re- 
sources Information Network 
at 1-800-8462746 or w riting to 
P.O. Box 33048, Washington, 
DC 20033. 

Conservation Note: This orga- 
nization received funding from 
the Surdna Foundation and the 
George Gund Foundation. Both of 
these found ations have also sup 
ported the National Hydropower 
Reform Coalition and the AWA.. 

"California Dreamin" 
In the last few issues of 

American Whitewater, AWNS 
access forum has regaled boat- 
ers with horror stories about 
reservation fees, excise taxes, 
and insurance schemes. All are 
targeted to squeeze paddlers, 
and make it more difficult to 
get to the river. 

Recently, out of the murk 
and gloom of state bureau- 
cracy emerged a possible ray 
of hope - a state agency dedi- 
cated to working on non-mo- 
torized access, and represent- 
ing boater needs at the state 
level. 

"No-wayn -you say! Well, in 
the past year, the California 
Department of Boating and 
Waterways has started an im- 
pressive track record working 
for recreation .improvements 
on the South, North and 
Middle Fork American, the 

Klamath, and other riversin 
California In March they 
weighed in on the Kern River 
relicensing. 

According to Director John 

Banuelos "OW 
constituency is 
the entire boat- 
ing community, 
not any one seg- 
ment more than 
the other". Prior to 
Banuelos' appointment by the 
Governor, non-motorized boat- 
ing was not a departmental pri- 
ority. 

During the Kern River nego- 
tiations, which included state 
and federal agencies, Southern 

California Edison (SCE), AWA 
and commercial interests, 
Boating Facilities Manager Jim 
Testa moved to detail the 
growth and future needs of 
whitewater recreation in Cali- 
fornia Besides general support 
of whitewater in this discus- 
sion, Testa pushed for a cost- 
sharing plan to be developed 
between his department, SCE, 
and the Forest Service. This 
plan would dedicate funds to 
improving recreation in the 
Kern Watershed by purchasing 
critical access areas and im- 
proving facilities. 

Given the National batting 
average for these types of pro- 
grams, and the lack of neces- 
sary state funds nationwide, 
most boaters will still be skep 
tical, and rightfully so! How- 
ever, this California program 
differs from other programs 
seen to date. 

It is actively seeking boater 
input, up front, on two issues 

Outdoor Adventure Center 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CUNlC FLYER 

CALL US TODAY ! 

- LEARN WITH THE PROS - 
Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of 
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct- 
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert- 
ified instructors, classroom sessions, 
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles, 
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all 
included. 

Beginners start on still water, learning 
basic skills and paddling techniques. 
The second day is on easy whitewater. 
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critical to both boating inter- 
ests and new program develop- 
ment: 1.) What do boaters 
want?, and 2) How should this 
program be funded? 

Now it hits the fan - fund- 
ing! "We have to pay for access 
& improvements??" So far, in 
trying to establish a track 
record, Jim Testa has tapped 
into some novel funding 
sources, but to be effective, or 
even stay alive, financial s u p  

port will be needed. The 
uniqueness of this program is 
that, for perhaps the first time, 
boaters will have a say in 
where the money goes, and 
how it will be raised. 

"I work for a bureaucracy," 
says Testa, "but I'm a program 
manager who is determined to 
get this program up and run- 
ning." This may account for the 
differences from other illcon- 
ceived attempts in other areas. 

Klamath Recommended for 
Protection 

by Pope Barrow 
The National Park Service has issued a draft report recom- 

mending that 11 miles of the upper Klamath in Oregon be 
added to the Nation al Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The seg- 
ment stretches from the John C. Boyle powerhouse (river mile 
220.3) downstream to the Orego n-California border. If ap- 
proved by Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior, this would 
prevent construction of the infamous Salt C aves Project. 

The K l m t h  has been the scene of a colossal, and seem- 
ingly interminable, struggle between the City of Klamath Falls 
and river come rvationists. The battle has been ongoing since 
1985 in a variety of venues. 

First, in 1988, the State declared the Klamath a State wild 
and scenic river. FERC said this was meaningless and would 
not stop thei r issuance of a license. 

After a lot of "street fighting" at FERC between the City and 
river conservationists opposed to the dam, a Federal bill was 
introduc ed in Congress in 1990 to add 10.2 miles of the river 
to the National Wild and Scenic System. The bill would have 
killed the hydro p roject and ended the dispute once and for 
all, but Congress failed to Act on it. 

Meanwhile, the State of Oregon denied a Clean Water Act 
401 permit for the proposed dam. This resulted in a dispute be- 
tween FERC, wh ich planned to issue a license ignoring the 
State's 401 certificate, and the State. Neither could agree on 
who has the final authori ty to give the green light to the 
project. The dispute is pending now before the Supreme Court. 

Using yet another tactic, on Earth Day, April 22,1993, Or- 
egon Governor Barbara Roberts asked Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, Bruce Babbitt, to designate the river administratively un- 
der the little known section 2(a)(ii) provisions of the Wild and 
Scenic Act. The National Park Service draft is a response to 
that request. 

Babbitt's approval of this recommendation will be an im- 
portaslt event for whitewater boaters because the IUamath is 
primarily valuabl e for its whitewater. It is a class 111-V river 
with year-round whitewater. There are more than 74 rapids in 
the section just below the Boyle Powerhouse where the river 
drops 77 feet per mile. There is no other comparable year- 
round boating resource in the region, and at the present time, 
no permit is required for private boater use.. 

Testa is soliciting boaters to 
call or write his office, and let 
him know what is needed on 
specific rivers, and to discuss 
future directions for this pro- 
gram, including funding. 

Based on early performance, 
this program deserves closer 
scrutiny by clubs and individuals. 
If it dies, boaters may well be 
back to more commonly-seen 
fees and restrictions which fail to 
benefit boaters, or river related 

resources - like deficit reduction. 
As with any p r o p ,  this one is 

subject to change through political 
shifts andlor a lack of hard cash. 
The AWA encourages boaters to 
call in now with their comments, 
and let the state know where your 
money should be spent. 

Contact: Jim Testa, California 
Department of Boating and Water- 
ways, 1629 S. Street, Sacramento, 
CA 958147291, Office # (916) 445 
6281, Fax (916) 327-7250.. 

River Grou~s 

by Pope B a r n  River 
Conservation International 

(RCI) has recently announced 
that it will be merging with the 
Berkeley, CA organization, 

ers Network (IRN). 
Both groups have 
similar missions to 
protect river re- 
sources worldwide. 
RCI was created 
several years ago to 
confront the then- 
proposed hydro 
projects on Chile's 
Bio-Bio River (see 
article "Thrashing 
and Trashing on the 
Bio-Bio" in the Jan/ 
Feb journal). Since 
then, RCI has 
worked on River is- 
sues in Costa Rica, 
Turkey and else- 
where. RCI also 
played a major role 
in an effort to end 
the World Bank's 
promotion of large 
darns around the 
world. The AWA 
played a major r ole 
in the initial devel- 
opment of this orga- 
nization Merging of 
the two organiza- 
tions will provide 
greater levels of as- 
sistance to those 
fighting similar 
battles around the 

world. Steve Gates, RCI Con- 
servation Director will be con- 
centrating on yet another pos- 
sible Chilean hydroelectric 
project in the future. En desa, 
the power interest which is 
building the Pangue dam on 
the Bio-Bio, is now seeking a 
permit on the Futaleufu, an- 
other world cl ass whitewater 
river. Steve can be contacted 
at IRN's address at 1847 Berke- 
ley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703. 
The phone number is (510) 84 
81155.. 

DURAB 
2450 JONES R[):. 

LENOIR CITY, TN. 3 
- (6s)  986-93m 

""CAU OR WRITE FOR FREE BR 
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Fannington Bill Leaps Big 

by Pope Barrow 
H.R. 2815, the Farmington Wid and Scenic Act is now awaiting 

action in the Senate after passing the House of Representatives on 
Mar ch 15th. The bill designates a 14 mile segment of the river 
downstream of Goodwin Dam near Hartland, Connecticut. For a 
while, the bii looked to be in rough waters. But with a little nudg- 
ing broke the logjam and move the bill along. Finally the House 
Committee on Natural Resources approved the bill (with only mi- 
nor changes). The bill passed the full House without amendment. 
Passage in the Senate seems likely with strong support from Sena- 
tor Liberrnan. Key to House approval of the Fannington bii is a 
unique provision which provides for management by the State of 
Connecticut and sev era1 towns bordering the river and the 
Farmington River Watershed Association under cooperative 
agreements with the National Park Se rvice. The river will not be 
managed by the Park Service and will not become a part of the 
National Park System. The other key ingre dient is a complete ban 
of Federal condemnation of lands within the scenic river corridor. 
With support from American Rivers and other leading river con- 
servation groups, this bill could be the model for other private 
land river protection efforts to come. W 

Cyberspace 
Cyberspace surfers will find 

a letter sent to President 
Clinton in February, from Jay 
D. Hair, President of the Na- 
tional Wildlife Fe deration, to 
be very interesting. 

In this "open" letter, Hair 
urged the President to recog- 
nize that the "information high- 
way" has reached the White 
House, and offers the opportu- 
nity to develop a "user- 
friendly" process to accept on 
line comments to public no- 
tices. 

Hair articulated that by en- 
couraging electronic communi- 
cations, the White House could 
provide immediate input from 

Americans interes ted in shap 
ing the future of the Country 
and, at the same time, reduce 
paper consumption and water 
pollution problems enor- 
mously. 

AWA has just recently 
signed up on Compuserve 
(72732,401), and the AWA Con- 
servation/Access Committee 
has been using electronic mail 
since the beginning of the year 
to facilitate internal comrnuni- 
cations and speed up our re- 
sponse to members. So surf 
the network and tell us what's 
up with your favorite surfing 
spot! . 
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HYDRO UPDATES 
FERC Faces Enforcement Fracas 

A recent Federal Energy Regulatory Commission case which 
surfaced inside the beltway suggests that FERC may be having a 
few problems getting small hydropower developers to cooperate. 

In March of this year, FERC proposed imposing a $10,000 pen- 
alty on a Wisconsin hydro project developer, Rough and Ready 
Hydro Co., for failure to remove logs at the company's project on 
the Rock River. According To FERC, Rough and Ready failed to 
remove logs in th e project's spillway when the reservoir behind 
the 300-kW project nearly over topped the embankment, threat- 
ening downstream property, including a downstream project. 

FERC said that Scott Hitchcock, son of the project's owner, 
threatened a city engineer and fire chief with a rifle and ordered 
them off the site. According to police report, Hitccock was ar- 
rested for reckless use of a weapon, resisting arrest, and disor- 
derly condu ct. The same project owner is also subject to a pen- 
alty for operating another project without a license. (Editor's 
note: This case just goes to show, as AWA's hydro experts Pete 
Skinner, Pope Banow and Rich Bowers have been saying all a 
long, that you can't coddle the hydropower industry !)H 

CONSERVATION 

PG&E Seeks Relicense on 

In February, the AWA commented on PaMc Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) statements regarding the Mokelumne River in 
C k  

At issue was how hydroelectric projects have cumulatively 
hurt whitewater recreation on this river, and recommendations 
on how to im prove recreation by changes in future operating 
plans. PG&E is seeking a relicense before the FERC for project 
No. 137 on this river. 

According to AWA Regional Coordinator, Susan Schefule, the 
Mokelumne ss on Ichauwaynochaway Creek, by a Baker County 
Superior Court jury. The defendant was charged after floating the 
river in a raft along with a goat and a bale of cotton, in order to 
show the "com mercialn navigability of the river. 

DNR issued a noentry order in March 1992 to protect the 
work being conducted at the Joseph W. Jones Ecological Re- 
search Center, whi ch owns the land on both sides of a fourteen 
mile stretch of this river. Lindsey Boring, director of the center 
set the tone of this discussion in a recent newspaper interview 
"This is a real populist school (of thought) that private land ought 
to be opened up to public use, and I think landowners need to 
have a great deal of concern about this." Boring also added that 
the center would continu e to prosecute trespassers. 

'c osta Rica is both a kayak adventurer's Warmth 
wonderland and a relaxing tropical vaca- 
tion. Class I to VI whitewater rivers flow Milehigh Ender Spots 

to the sea from 12,000 foot mountains. The 
tropical flora, exotic wildlife, and wonderful rivers Tropical Paradise 

accentuated bv waterfalls, make for both physi- Waterfalls 0 Smal Grou~s - - 
cally and visually stimulating trips. 

You'll  addle stretches of classic whitewater, I to 'I Whitewater.*. 

play in mie-high ender spots and surf the pexfect 
hole - without seeing another paddler or ratl on the river. comfortable hotel 

accommodations and quality meals are pro- 
vided on all trips. Our guides are experienced 

*A international paddlers and some of the best 
whitewater instructors in the field. 

Expert, advanced and intermediate trips are 
fl scheduled for October and November. Experi- 

ence the warmth of a Costa Rican fall. Join us 
for a lifetimes worth of paddling opportunities. 

Contact us for a free color booklet about 
Costa Rica and our other paddltng adventares. 

CANOE 
I 

MADE TO YOUR SPECS: 

- - - - - - - - - - - - I  
SPARKLE COLOR5 ------ ---- - - .  

1692 SECOND S T .  PIKE 
R I C H  BORO, P A  18954 

215-598-3669 
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by Rich Bowers 

KR3 - Another first ascent in the Himalayas? A new line of 
wilderness tents? Another non-alcoholic brew? 

The Hurricane redefiner the 
art of play boating with itr . . . . 

hull and wide low volume Itern. Rerirtame free rpimlng, 
inrtantaneom enden and unktievable edge ~ontrcf make For a 

this the ultimatt rodeo hole and w a ~  lurflllg boat. WUDWA 

None of these! KR3 is Kern River Num- 
ber 3, a hydroelectric project on the North 
Fork (Upper) Kern river, a dam seeking a 
new 30 year license before the Federal En- 
ergy Regulatory Commission (FERC). It 
also stands for opportunity, and offers per- 
haps an adrenaline- filled preview of the 
future of whitewater recreation. 

The opportunities presented are broad- 
based and profit the local citizen, the state 
of California, and most certainly 
whitewater boa ters. It is by far the biggest 
prize available under the current slate of 
new FERC licenses, and one in which the 
AWA is fully invol ved. 

KR3 holds this prestigious position for 
three primary reasons: the Kern's out- 
standing and diversified resources; it's rec- 
reation pot ential, and the timing of this 
relicense. To capitalize on each of these 
issues, and to maximize opportunities de- 
pends on one centra 1 issue - more water 
for the river. 

Resources 
The outstanding recreational resources 

of the Kern have long been recognized, 
from the casual tourist to the Congress of 
the United States. In early 1968, the North 
Fork Kern River was identified for study 
as a possible candidate for National Wild 
and Scenic prote ction. On November 24, 
1987, along with two other classic Sierra 
Rivers, the Merced and the Kings River, 
portions of both the North and South 
Forks of the Kern were included under 
this Act. 

Boaters have also recognized the out- 
standing properties on the Kern This sum- 
mer marks the 30th annual "Kern River 
Race, which was s tarted in 1963 by local 
Kern paddler Tom Johnson 

Running off of Mt. Whitney (14,495') 
and the eastern crest of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains (average crest 10,000'), the 
North Fork offers both outstanding 
whitewater and recreational fishing. The 
North Kern is unique in that it supports 
both the Kern River rainbow trout, and the 
Federally listed (threatened) Little Kern 
golden trout. From Sequoia National Park 
to the Forks of the Kern, the rive r runs for 
20 miles through the Golden Trout Wider- 
ness area 

In its southern run, the Upper Kern 
drops approximately 10,000 feet before 
reaching the Army Corps impoundment at 
Lake Isabella (2,6 05'). This upper section 
offers the greatest vertical drop of any 
Western river, and includes some 83 miles 
of mostly continuous cla ss III, IV and V 
boating.Besides gradient and continuous 
whitewater, the North Fork Kern also of- 
fers numerous short runs which can b e 
combined in any number of ways. 
Boatable runs include the Upper Wilder- 
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ness area, the Forks, Limestone, 
Fairview*, Chamise Gorge*, Gold Ledge*, 
Cable* and Powerhouse runs. 

The Lower Kern run below Lake 
Isabella offers an additional 32 miles of ad- 
vanced whitewater which is runnable June 
through August si nce boatable flows coin- 
cide with summer irrigation releases. In all 
- over 110 miles of whitewater. 
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and private). With these statistics has 
come a shift in emphasis. It is no longer an 
issue between the overall public good (en- 
ergy rates) and a sm all special interest 
group (boaters). The question now asked 
is whether the profits of a special corpo- 
rate interest should outweigh the potential 
economic growth of the region and state. 

Potential 
Perhaps of even greater importance for 

recreation, the Kern is the closest 
whitewater river for Southern California's 
30 million res idents. It's only a short three 
hour drive from Los Angeles, about the 
same distance as from Washington, DC to 
the Upper Youghiogheny. 

The KR3 diversion dam, built in 1921 
and sitting some 2.4 miles below the 
Johnsondale Bridge (the take-out for the 
Forks), drastical ly reduces the flow of wa- 
ter in a 16 mile bypassed reach of the Kern 
(including the *runs noted above), and the 
dam effectively bloc ks the continued navi- 
gability of this river.But changes in a new 
license could provide a more reliable flow 
to the river, a flow whi ch could benefit 
many interests, including whitewater. This 
project now diverts 70 to 90% of the natu- 
ral flow during fall and winter (30 to 60% 
springlsummer). 

Re- allocation of water priorities could 
also provide a minimum of six to eight ad- 
ditional weekends of b oating flows to ef- 
fectively extend the boating season. While 
six to eight weekends may not sound like 
a lot, remember that these could be prime 
early summer weekends. 

Optimum flow levels for recreation, 
combined with six scheduled weekend re- 
leases have allowed the Gauley River to 
generate $30 million annually to the S tate 
of West Virginia In addition to water re- 
leases, a request has been made to study 
the possibiity of building a chute around 
Fairview Dam. This would combine the 
Limestone run with the rest of the river, 
creating a continuous (not including pos- 
sible portages) run all the way into t he 
town of Kernville. This 20 mile, class 111, 
IV, and V whitewater resource, when com- 
bined with the nearby population and pro- 
posed increase in Forest Service (USFS) 
permits, could well provide one of the 
greatest recreation~economic benefits to 
the state. 

Timing 
The relicensing of this project comes at 

a time when recreation needs are expand- 
ing dramatically, and when technology 
and skill leve Is have teamed with the 
growth for more demanding outdoor expe- 
riences. The Kern addresses both of these 

needs. Before, hydreapplicants protected 
their investments and bottom line by em- 
phasizing lost power revenues. These fig- 
ures represented rivers used exclusively 
for power generation,.and offered stagger- 
ing figures on costs to share-holders and 
rate-payers. But the understanding of the 
importance of non-power use of our rivers 
is steadily growing, and the days of single 
purpose river use may be over. In addition, 
non- power use, including whitewater rec- 
reation, is now introducing some pretty 
impressive figures of its own. 

California provides some downright in- 
credible statistics. According to the Cali- 
fornia Division of Boating and Waterways: 

- Over $30 Billion was spent last year 
on outdoor recreation in CA. ("California 
Rivers, a Public Trust Report" produced 
by the CA S tate Lands Commission in 
Sept. 1993) 

- Whitewater recreation increased over 
2000% in the last 23 years. 

- $30 million was generated from 
whitewater during 1992 on just the South 
Fork American (Even with poor flow- 
phone information!). 

- An estimated 103,000 people now use 
the Kern for paddlesports (commercial 

I The Present Situation 
The AWA requested recreation studies 

for this river as early as 1991, and formally 
intervened in this project (along with 
American R ivers, Friends of the River, 
and four commercial outfitters) in Decem- 
ber of 1992.0ther players include the 
USFS, US Fish and Wildlife Service, CA 
Dept. of Fish and Game, and CA Dept. of 
Boating and Waterways. 

Through this process the intervenors 
sought to have SCE do the following: com- 
plete a formal recreation plan for this sec- 
tion of the Kern; recognize the outstanding 
value of the Wild and Scenic Kern (20 
miles are designated as a recreational 
river, 16 of these 20 a re dewatered by this 
project); address the 16 mile bypass; ad- 
dress the economic benefits of an ex- 

bdb MUSIC RIVER bJU 
Original Whitewater Songs and River Ballads 

Take a wild whitewater ride down MUSIC RIVER! From 'White- 
water Woman" to Talkin' Canoe Blues," the songs on this hot new 
cassette are reallv makina waves! Send check or monev order for 
$1 0.00 + $1 .SO s&h (TN 

MUSIC RIVER, INC. 
Dept. C, P. 0. Box 53545 
Knoxville, TN 37950 
Dealers Call: 615/354-4631 

K .J. Backlund 
(301) 253-4947 

Custom built wood canoe 
and kayak paddles, handcrafted 

to your specifications 

261 15 Clarksburg Rd. 
Clarksburg, MD 20871 
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ACCESS 
panded whitewater season; and study the 
possibility of building a boating chute at 
Fairview Dam. 

In addition, the intervenors requested 
SCE to address a Resource Mitigation 
Fund and a project decommissioning fund 

In March of this year, the AWA at- 
tended agency and public meetings with 
SCE, FERC, and an array of consultants. 
The following is an update on recreational 
issues now on the tab1e:Whitewater Stud- 
ies. 

SCE has objected to requests for fur- 
ther whitewater studies, even though info] 
mation is nonexistent in several critical 
areas (such as optimum flows and flow du 
ration). While some information is cur- 
rently available, additional information is 
needed to lock down a ctual need and to 
provide the potential economic advantage 
of recreation. 

For instance, SCE can now use 620 cfs 
to maximize capacity at Fairview Dam, a 
run of the river project (no reservoir). By 
determinin g how many hours of flow re- 
lease are needed for boating (SCE cur- 
rently uses 24 hours including nighttime), 
we can limit the number o f hours per day 
and expand the number of "daysn we can 
boat. Basically, less hours means more 
days. 

& Service You 
Can Count On. 
Call or write for a free 
catalog of products 
river-tested at our 
paddling school. 

(7 15) 882-5400 

Whitewater 
1 11 1 specialty 
N3894 Hwv. 55 

Also, by playing with how SCE gets 
this 620 cfs. (now taken off the top, mi- 
nus a fish maintenance flow of between 
40 to 100 cfs.), a dditional days could be 
used for recreation during a broader 
range of natural flows - again more boat- 
ing days.For reference, typical spring run- 
off flows reach 4,000 to 6,000 cfs. 

Extreme flows have been logged at 
60,000 cfs. While the AWA and cornrner- 
cial interests have reiterated the need for 
these studies, it is as yet unclear whether 
FERC will require SCE to complete them. 
Several options remain, FERC may ask 
the AWA to complete their own studies, 
or depend entirely on existing informa- 
tion. 

Faiwiew Dam Boating 
Chute 

The river above this site m e s t o n e  
Run), offers approximately three miles of 
excellent whitewater with an additional 
three miles b elow the Kern #3 power- 
house (Powerhouse Run). A boating 
chute would create a continuous twenty- 
two mile recreational opportunity on the 
Kern River. This additional opportunity 
will significantly increase the economic 
viability of recreational interests in this 
are a 

In February, SCE completed an exten- 
sive study on this issue. However, since 
the first boating chute study request 
made by AWA in 199 2, this study has ex- 
panded from building a boat bypass 
around a man-made diversion dam, to 
major restructuring of the river, a diver 
sion encompassing Fairview Dam and 
many of the rapids downstream (in ex- 
cess of 2500 feet to avoid perceived liabii- 
ity and create a " safen class IV run), and 
a cost range of between $4,956,400 and 
$9,912,800. 

In the March meetings, it was appar- 
ent that no one was going to allow major 
restructuring of a Wid and Scenic River 
(including the state, USFS, Fishery inter- 
ests, AWA and FERC). However, there 
was interest in looking at the original 
AWA idea of a chute around the dam 
(only) to improve the run, with a simple 
portage trail around the class V drops. An 
existing fish ladder is under consider- 
ation for removal, and could provide a 
cost saving plus for this idea A reduction 
in project scope would also reduce the 
original cost estimate. 

Besides the benefits of providing a un- 
interrupted run, the AWA supports this 
boating chute concept because it pro- 

vides a good vehicl e to improve the way 
managing agencies view recreation needs. 

Decommissioning Fund 
A settlement agreement is on the table 

between SCE and state and federal fishery 
interests to address the long awaited 
North Fork Fi shery Management Plan, 
and mitigate for possible fish entrainment 
on the Kern. 

The CA Div. of Boating and Waterways 
has opened negotiations with SCE to pro- 
vide such an agreement for recreation in 
the future. Thi s would provide funds for 
access and facility needs throughout the 
Kern watershed. No substantive plans now 
exist on how boaters will be included in 
this process. 

SCE has refused to look at plans to 
eventually decommission this project. 
However, during the public scoping meet- 
ing in KernviUe, this issue was high on the 
priority list for long range protection of 
the river. The FERC is awaiting a national 
decision regarding t heir legal ability to re- 
quest such an action. 

Future Action 
Boaters need to be aware of the chang- 

ing role of river recreation, and anticipate 
taking a leading role in this for the future. 
Give n the economic gains to be had, it is 
evident that if boaters do not take the lead, 
there will be no shortfall in those looking 
to fill our shoes. 

If you live in California, talk up your ex- 
periences on the Kern to agencies and leg- 
islative representatives. Discuss the 
recreationa 1 potential of this river. 

Contact the CA Dept. of Boating and 
Waterways, and the USFS and see what 
they are planning (a hint: the FS has insti- 
tuted a new lott ery system in 1994 for the 
Forks, and should be releasing a Kern En- 
vironmental Impact Statement in early 
summer. Rumors continue on possible pri- 
vate boater access fees in the future). 

For additional information or to voice 
your views, contact: Rich Bowers, AWA 
Conservation Program, 8630 Fenton 
Street, Suite 910, Si lver Spring, MD 20910, 
(301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121. Jim 
Testa, California Department of Boating 
and Waterways, 1629 S. Street, 

Sacramento, CA 95814-7291, (916) 445 
6281. Gene Blankenbaker, District Ranger, 
USFS, Cannell Meadow Ranger Dist., 105 
Whitney Rd., PO Box 6, Kernville, CA 
93238, (619) 3763781.. 
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5ore Canyon - been there. 
Upper 5auley - done it. with the flow". 

grand Canyon -got k tee shirt. 

From the American River to the 
Kennebec, I have paddled a lot of over the J. Rig for ouffitting at fishing 

miles up on the Misstassani Lake 
whitewater in North America- So when I 
was invited me to join an expedition to road intrudes into this wilderness covering 
paddle the Rupert River in northern Que- an area larger than the country of France. 
bec, I was curious. Hell, I spent a year 

Now I'm no "expert". I'm just an aver- 
age kayaker who manages to sneak away 
from work to paddle more often than 
most. And, happily, I usually manage to 
sneak away to more interesting destina- 
tions than many of my peers. 

A neighbor, Bob Evans, invited me 
over to disc- the expedition and view 
some aerial reconnaissance video of the 
river. Bob popped the tape in the VCR and, 
for an hour, I stared wide eyed at the big- 
gest whitewater I had ever seen 

My first response was "You won't 
catch me dead on that d". But Bob had 
every intention of running 230 miles down 
the Rupert river, and, of beiig the first to $ The Rupert runs 325 miles from Lake 
running the drops. t Mistissari to James Bay. The Cree name 

I let my ego take over and said, "sign $ for the Rupert is Cebe Waskaganish. The 

me upn. I pictured fame and dory, corn- t Cree have lived along the Rupert for over 
mercial endorsements, photo sessions headwaters of the Rupert River. 8 5000 years and it was not until the early 
with the Swedish bikini team. Provided, of This last minute, "fly by the seat of t part of this century that the Cree culture 
course, I survived. your pants" attitude would prevail (much t has felt the white man's influence. 

"BY the way", ~ o b  said, "We leave in $ Aside from the b n c h  voyagers, who 
one week". used the Rupert to transport furs, and oc- 
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casional canoeists, the Rupert has not $ 
been disturbed. The Cree don't swim, but 4 
they have paddled the Rupert's waters- $ 
portaging it's rapids- for the past several 
millennia I was planning on running the 
rapids, but like the Cree, I was not plan- 
ning to swim! 

The primary residents of this north 
country are black flies, mosquitos and 
horse flies. These insects took turns de- 
vouring us along the river. I asked our 
Cree guides if the bugs ever go away. Smil- 
ing they replied "When the snow comes." 

% Above: Eric "dances with wavesn from 
$ Montreal dances through the bottom of 'Big 
t Joe Fa1ls';photo by Dan Cochran 

$ 
t 
$ t bec is an homogeneous wilderness of + spruce forest, rivers, and lakes, this is an t amazing sm. 

3 3 tively paddled several class 11-III rapids. 
t Not having to paddle the long sections of 

$ flatwater was downright decadent Here 
the kayakers would paddle the best and 

3 r i d e ~ ~ ~ ~ t h r o u g h  the first day, we 
? came upon a large area of forest that had 

3 burned so recently that it was still smok- 
ing. The Cree guide, whose hunting terri- 
tory we were traveling through, explained 3 that the burn was good, clearing out the 

3 dense underbrush and opening up the 
4 woods tO larger game like moose and cari- 

The bugs seemed to prefer "white meat". ~ e w e n t u a l l ~  motored our rafts out of ? bou. The burn extended for fifteen miles. 
Our Cree guides never seemed bothered ' Camp Louis Jolliet and Lake Mistissani After our group scouted Big Joe Falls, 
by the cloud of insects that plagued us $ into the Rupert. V i i  black spruce forest '. the first class V on the liver, we decided to 
along our river trip. $ and bog surrounded us for thousands of camp and run it in the morning. Big Joe 

I quickly learned that the Cree have a + square miles. The trees were slightly 
3 
L; Falls drops about 50 feet through three 

much different sense of time and space stunted from the harsh winters, winters f 3 channels. The river left channel is class IV, 
than mine. When our original guides failed that feature temperatures of 30 below for L; the middle channel is Class V and the right 
to materialize, the other Cree didn't seem two to three months. I was glad it was the channel an unrunnable boulder garden. 3 concerned. The Cree are not on any par- $ first week of July. The water was s t We scouted the shoreline for a suitable 
ticular time schedule. Today is the same as k ingly warm. camp amidst the charcoal forest and 
tomorrow. Days become seasons and the f As we approached the fust rapid I ea- 3 chose a small, breezy point to avoid the 
seasons change. Such is Cree time. + gerly suited up with fellow kayakers Don L; ravenous hoard of insects. 

Distance was much the same. When and Eric. We launched off the deck of the t $ We named our campsite "Potato 
we would ask the distance to a certain 4 J-rig and surfed the glassy waves of this L; Point" due to the abundance of potato 
point, the standard response was "about 4 benign class three rapid. Content, we 4 $ sized rocks. Our campsite looked like 
an hour". The Cree think in terms of days + climbed back on board the "J" and contin- L; ground zero. Choosing a campsite each 
of travel. In a vast wilderness, time and $ ued down the river. ? night would become a ritual governed by 
distance become insignificant. It dawned on us that many of the rap 3 group dynamics. We would spend a stupid 

The Cree also ignore maps in favor of t ids on the river had no names, so we t amount of time searching for the perfect 
memory. They can travel all day with out imaginatively named the first, "Initiation". spot until we were exhausted, then we t 3 
the aid of a map and know exactly where + Our first day's itinerary called for us to ); would settle for a mediocre one. The fol- 
they are. Considering that northern Que- 5 travel 30 miles the first day. We selec- 3 lowing morning we inevitably noticed a 
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better site nearby. 
The next morning as we broke camp, a 

Hydro Quebec helicopter buzzed over- 1 $ would surely drown. The current would 
t take him downstream and into the rapids. 
5 The father explained he had promised the 
2 spirit of the otter not set as many traps if head. It was a I-ude disturbance in this Above : Daryl pilots the cataraft over the right t the otter would allow the raft to cross the 

pristine It reminded us the 
threat hydro holds for this river system. 3 river safely. The son watched the old man 
The proposed James Bay 111 project would t as he silently poled across the river, as if 
dam and divert the Nottaway and 3 there was no current. Once across, he re- 
Broadback into the Rupert. The Rupert ond hole. Damage assessment: one bent t trieved the canoe and his son. We 
would be the site of huge dams and gener- , one dinged prop, and one 2 certainly could have used the help of the 
ating facilities; the wilderness and the t: otter spirit in guiding our raft through Big 
Cree's ancestral homelands and hunting t Joe Falls. 
grounds would be submerged beneath a 3 Our next challenge was a river wide, 
series of huge lakes. The flood would mo- sure he was thinking, t 15 foot drop extending 50 yards from 

t bi]ize the mercury in the soil and contami- !" Big Joe was skeptical L; shore to shore. The right side offered a 
nate the food chain. about running white water. He told us t class N sneak- by "hoofing" over two 

We scouted Big Joe one more time. I e rapids should not be 3 ledges. The left side offered a dmp info a 
ran the class N left channel first. The t hole of monstrous proportions. The kay- 
cat&, with oars, followed my line. We Big Joe told a story of a hunter and aks and cataraft run right without inci- 3 
paddled around the island at the bottom of rtaging a rapid. As t dent. The "J" ran the meat of the hole, this 
the rapid and set up safety for the "Jn-rig. down one side of an t time, surprisingly, with Big Joe on board. t The "J" ran the meaty class V center &an- f the line and the ca- t In the eddy below, we considered names 
riel. The plan was to skirt two house size were stranded on t for the drop. Names like "Daryl's Drop" or 
holes and out the wave train. But Greg 3 " C W  Explosion" were considered, but 
and Glen, our Grand Canyon veterans, t: Big Joe suggested "Drop Dead Falls". Re- 
blew their line & the fop and we watched 3 specting his size, we offered no argument 
the first hole swallow the "Jn completely. e ot- The bend in the frame on the J-rig in- 
The last thing I saw was the raft's motor 3 creased alarmingly as a result of running 
fly upward as they disappeared into the The father set about pulling up small t "Drop Dead Falls". Fortunately,the rest of 
hole. spruce trees and constructing a rail With t the second day's itinerary provided only a 

A few seconds later, the "J" reap t pole in hand, he set out across the river for t few class II - III rapids and some long 
peared and miraculously missed the set- $ stretches of flatwater. We towed the "J" 
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with the cat- and made repairs to the 
frame and transom on the move. That 
night we camped at a trapper' cabin situ- 
ated on a point beside a small bay. The 
cabin was romantic looking but 
screenless, a potential red cross blood do- 
nation center. I decided to stay in my tent; 
it had a bug net. 

Our Cree guides, James and Joe, were 
expert outdoors men, at home in the bush. 
Joe told us that his trap line covered the 
large area around us. He said he traps a 
given area for two or three years and then 
lets it "restn. The Cree have-practiced this I form of " c r o ~  rotationn for thousands of 
years. They have a great respect for the in 15 pound Northrn Pike and then grab $ 
land- they refer to it as their "gardenn. them with the eyes between his thumb 3 
They never take more than the land can 3 and forefmger. It ~ a s n ' t  pretly si@ t: 
give. ? but it effectively paralyzed the fish. James 

Another Cree tradition involves mak- 3 was intdgued by our kay*, a boat he had 3 
ing a morning offering oftobacco to the never seen before. However, size wise, he t: Above: Jake from Waskaganish on the 
river spirits in return for safe passage. We $ delinitely would have needed a Dancer Ruppert River describes the abandoned old 
were concerned that we would anger the 8 3 Nemaska to Gary Smith. Old Nemaska will 
river spirits because none of us smoked, t: By the fourth day we had covered 93 'r ~mpletely dissappear underwater if project 

t: 
but Big Joe smoked and made the appro- miles, tackled two major drops and a lot of f proceeds; photo by Dan Cd'tran 
priate offerings on our behalf. ? class I1 - III, and we had done a lot of great t: 

Our other Cree guide, Jame$ an 8 fishing. We motored for two hours down 3 
expert fisherman. He could use either fly ? river in the morning and arrived at a fish- t: 
or lure to catch his quarry. He wouldreel $ ing Camp ~alled Mesgoose, Just in time for $ 

June 25, 1 994 (two weeks after the Ocoee River Rodeo) 

"In memory o' the King, Squirt Rodeo 
(I s t  prize - collectors edition black velvet Elvis painting and a six pck of PBR) 

Lots o' manufacturers with tons of demo boats to try out . .:.:(.: . . . . ..-; ., . . . . . . . .... . . . . 

(Perception, Dagger, Prijon, just to name a few) - &,&,:: 
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'r 
I 

an impressive thunderstorm. The "camp" 7 
I 

nal hole and wave train followed. The line 
consisted of several shacks. I was definitely class V. 

A dirt road lead to the larger village of 7 The was a class IV sneak on the right 
Nemaska. I Below: Greg Williams trys to correct the j-Rig side that was adequate for the kayaks but 

So far the Rupert had carried us I h the smiddle fof 'Swimming Loon' rapid on not the so the cam the left, 
through a spectacular wilderness, but we $ the Ruppert River while Expedition leader sldmng holes and - IV. 

9 Bob Evans and Randy Truedale hang on had not had the thrilling 
of white $ tight.; by Dan 

Our confidence was running high as 
water experience I was hoping for. But my I 

we approached the next rapid In the lead, 
perception of the river was about to I Eric (also known as "Dances with Waves") 
change. I sight with large, 20 foot breaking waves, gestured to the left with his paddle as he 

We split mto two pmups at Mesgoose. $ no doubt they concealing crusher holes. A disappeared over the horizon. It was then I 
The "J" needed a better repair job, one I scout from the right shore would have re- noticed that I was drifting directly into the 
which required a welder. We had radioed 7 quired too much time, SO I scouted the left middle of a 40 foot wide, upstream facing 
ahead for a tmck to transport the "J" to $ channel from shore. I saw an easy line f ledge hole. I paddled for all I was worth- 
Nemaska for repairs. Five of us continued 7 through class HI+ waves. The view from 4 about 23 cents- to the right, hoping to 

I down river 28 miles with three kayaks and 7 the bottom contimed our concerns about avoid it. But my evasive action didn't f 
the cataraft, planning to rendezvous with 7 the right channel. A fleet of Greyhound + work. 

I the J rig that afternoon where the dirt road y buses could have been buried in the hy- 3 My companions watched in horror as I - 
crosses the river. The first 12 miles were 
flatwater. To make time we towed our 
kayaks (with occupants inside) behind the 
cataraft. We knew the next section held 
bigger and more continuous white water. 
We reached the first horizon stretching 
100 yards across the river. An island split 
the larger right channel from the left. The 
right channel continued 300 yards out of 

5 draulics hidden in the right channel. 2 dropped in& the abyss. I remember think- 
7 We continued downstream to an even 4 ing that I really didn't want to be there. 

4 $ larger, more complex drop, one which we 4 I braced myself for what might have 
7 christened "Double Drop" due to its con- 4 been an eternal side surf. I looked at the : figuration. The approach was 150 yards walls of water around me and thought of $ 7 wide with an island on the left. The middle 4 al l  the escape techniques I had ever heard : consisted of a 10 foot drop into a terminal 4 about to use when in these situations I 
I hole, followed by a large wave train. A $ knew a helicopter was out of the question 
2 second 10 foot plunge into another termi- 3 and working my way out either end of the 



,ole was impossible. I decided to try to 4 * 
The waves in the approach were a 

mder free and spun my boat around t surfer's dream. There was a small eddy on 
kntwards. V v river left not far below that would have 

1 
t 

1 
Amazingly, it worked. I was violently q q provided refuge. But if you missed that 

ejected from the hole, and in the process, ? Above: Eric R studying 'Water that 8 eddy,you would become "Das U-Boat". 
ejected from my boat also. Well at least I $ D i s a p F r  On the R"ppn ? We watched the setting sun turn the 
didn't do an eternal cartwheel. The ? photo by Dan Cochran 2 spray and mist into diamonds dancing on 
cataraft positioned itself downstream to Q ? air. We camped above the drop and, in the 
pick me up. Darryl and Greg pulled me 8 morning, decided against running "Water 
onto the raft and asked why we hadn't $ ); That Disappearsn ... lest we become "Pad- 
scouted the drop from shore. In retrospec- ? something nasty spitting water below. We ? dlers that Disappear". 
tive, I decided that would have been a 2 quickly pulled up on shore. We loaded our gear on a truck and 
good idea $ It had been a hectic afternoon. We Q shuttled 3 miles down the road to a ~ r e e  

I named that hole simply "Maytag". My ? hiked up to the bridge and gazed upon a 3 fishing camp on a tributary to the Rupert 
companions named me "Swims with ? truly hellish site. The rapid below me was ? The idea was to avoid "Water That Disap- 
Waves". 2 called Water That Disappears" by the 2 pears" and enter the river below it. 

We had a breather for four miles and ? Cree. It was a chaotic mess. Fifty yards of ? We waited there all day for the "J" rig 
motored the flatwater. 1 composed myself 1 15 to 20 foot waves lead into a 25 foot wa- 3 to arrive from Nemaska To avoid bore- 
and realized that "Maytag", was now the $ terfall, This was followed by 150 yards of ? dom we played musical rocks off the 
proud owner of my sunglasses, as well as ? violent, pulsing, vortex infested ? tributary bridge. Dierent size rocks made 

? my pride. We came to the one more big $ whitewater. The line was obvious, survival 1 different tones when tamed into still wa- 
drop, a straight forward class III+ which was not. $ ? ter. We started with simple melodies like 
we named it "Power Line" after the hydro We sat and stared at this wonder for 'Smoke on the Water" and progressed to 
Quebec transmission line that passes I quite some time. Gore Falls, Lava Falls, 3 complex tunes by Beethoven and Baeh 
nearby. ? the Niagara Gorge. No, none of these came We even managed some rap, throwing 

A mile below we came to the bridge $ close to what was in front of me. It 3 p sand into the water to duplicate the 
and road from Mesgoose. Below the sounded like the 1812 Overture being scratching sounds. After we grew bored 
bridge the river constricted from 150 Q played on the 4th of July. My heart was ' with this, Eric and Danyl held a stupid 
yards wide to 60 feet wide. I could see ? pounding. 8 paddle trick competition in the middle of * 
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2 
Y 

the dirt road. Once again, I'm sure our 2 
Y Sturgeon". Sturgeon, which typically 

Cree guides were thinking "stupid white 2 weigh 15 30 pounds, migrate up the 
man". 2 Rupert from James Bay to 

Around 6PM the "J" arrived, repaired 5 spawn."Spawning Sturgeon Rapid" is a fa- 
and ready to go. We decided to stay at the 9 y Above: Greg Williams and Glen bracing 2 v&te fishing spot for the creel ~ecause  
Cree camp for the night and get a fresh ? the rapid is long we camped and waited till 
start in the morning. That night we dined themselves for a huge stopper hole at the top 

on moose stew and discussed the upcom- $ of Big Joe Falls1 on the 2nd day down the to 

Y Ruppert; photo by Dan Cochran $ The rapid was 150 yards wide and 314 
ing rapids with our new guide, Ken. James y 5 of a mile lons!.The right was class V with a 

7 u u 

and Joe had taken their Gave as we left 9 
Y L; nasty ledge and the left was a class 11 boul- 

Joe's hunting territory and entered that of 2 der garden. I snuck the left followed by 
Ken's family. Ken told us the Cree names Y $ the cataraft and set up below to photo- 
for the rapids to come. He was even more $ eral options which we referred to as "Door t graph the "J" run the right side. This pre- 
skeptical of rafts and kayaks than Big Joe. y Number 1, Door Number 2, Door Number 2 sented a true Kodak moment when the "J'' 

That evening the cabin was willed with 5 3 and Door Number 4". And so we played L; did an ender at the ledge, then got away 
the sound of English, F'rench and Cree. At y "Let's Make a Deal". $ clean. Eric ran the ugly right side perfectly 
times I had a hard time determining who Who would pick the door with the L; in his kayak, as always, finishing with his 
was speaking what. Eric had been kind $ Rice-a-Roni behind it? The kayaks ran left, t trademark, a bellowing Frenchman's 
enough to teach me a few phrases in Y skirting 20' waves and terminal holes. The L; L; laugh. 
F'rench, but I was far from bilingual. My $ cataraft ran the center right channel, When we met the motor launch from 
Trengliih" was the source of considerable Y punching a large hole. The "J" ran the big $ Nemaska downstream, Ken chattered in 
amusement; however Darryl B a n g e w e  $ meaty stuff in the right channel, punching ): Cree to our new guides. We h e w  he m& 
president of Cree Expeditions, was even y through three huge holes. The next $ be telling them about the rapids he has 
worse. Frustrated, he simply opted to 2 rapid was called "Monster Rapid" in Cree. L; just seen us run. There Cree howled,. most 
make up French sounding words Eric $ Ken, who was born beside the this rapid in t likely they were t e h g  "stupid white man" 
rolled on the floor in laughter. I w l y  ob- Y January, no less, explained that the an- 3 jokes. Our new set of guides were Jamb, 
served, "These F'rench, they have a differ- $ cient ones had seen a giant frog-like mon- ): Eric, and Don. They sized up our rag tag 
ent word for everything!" Y ster there and hence named the rapid. $ fleet as we motored several miles down 

We named the first rapid below "Water $ The only monsters we found there river to the old village of Nemaska 
That Disappears" the "Swimming Loon" af- 2 were surfing waves; we spent an hour or Old Nemaska may have been inhab- 
ter Ken told us that the ancient ones had 2 so cawing up their faces. This was Surf $ ited for as many as 60W years Nemaska Y seen a loon swim the rapid. Ken had no in- y City. We even surfed the cataraft with Ken means "place with many fish" The 

L; tention of rafting through "Swimming 7 aboard. He howled with fear, and then, de- L; Hudson Bay Company set up a trading 
Loon" and walked along shore a soon as light post there in the 17002. Life was good un- 
we arrived. It was a definite class IV - V. Y We continued through several class 11 - L; til the Hudson Bay Company pulled out 
Once again we were presented with sev- ? ID rapids before we reached "Spawning L; m u n d  1970. Remote and isolated, the vil- 
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? 
lage could not get supplies By this time $ 
the Cree had become dependant upon $ western goods. And so the village was e 
abandoned and its residents scattered 
amongst the other Cree Bands. 

It is rumored that the Hudson Bay 
company pulled out to facilitate Hydro 
Quebec's proposal to flood the area If the 
Cree were gone, the proposed project 
would meet less resistance. 

We spent an hour exploring the old vil- 
lage, which is still used for ceremonial ac- 

j tivities. A long beach runs the length of the 
village shoreline. The Old Hudson Bay 
trading post sits empty on a bluff overlook- + ing the river and village. 

Our tour of the abandoned village com- 
plete, we motored another hour to the top 
of the next big rapid, "Bending Elbow". We 
scouted "Bending Elbown and decided it 
might better be called "Broken Neckn. The 
river took a left hand turn and split into 
two channels. The main channel dropped 
about 70 feet over 150 yards on a slab of 
granite. The result was 25 - 30 foot waves 
with holes the size of ranch houses. The 
right channel offered a twelve foot drop, 
either by way of a sheer waterfall, or a 
slide into a hole. A mellow wavetrain fol- 

rig through the hole. 
I had a very strange dream the night 

before. A spirit had warned me not to 
Below: Glenn at Monster Rapid on the kayak Bending Elbow. The dream left me 

$ Ruppefi River, a true all day wave: photo by with the premonition of disaster. This 
? Dan Cochran feeling of impending doom was so strong 

$ that I portaged the drop. 
When I returned to civilization, my 

girlfriend broke down in tears. She told me 

3 that she too had a strange dream that 
? lowed. We decided to camp on the sandy same night. In her dream I had drowned! 
;t: beach upstream and sleep on our options. She said 1 spoke to her in the dream but 
$ That night Jamb told US that the spk- she could not understand my words be- 
t its of the Wind and Rain lived on one of cause I was underwater. 
$ the islands we had passed after leaving Her revelation was unnerving. I'm not 
? Old Nemaska. He explained that one must mperstitious, but I am glad I went with my 
$ never speak the island's name or point to gut instincts and portaged. Unfortunately, 

$ it when passing, lest the spirits become this trauma proved to be the last straw in 
angry and unleash their fury. our relationship and I am a paddling bach- 5 When we crawled out of our bags in the 
morning, we realized that we must have After "Bending Elbown, the spirits $ somehow offended those spirit4: it was grew even more angry and unleashed high 

? storming quite heavily. We broke camp winds and rain. We fought our way down $ and took another look at Bending stream against 40 - 50 mph winds and 4 - 5 
? ElbowS~outing in the rain made both foot swells. After a few hours of punish- 
$ sides look worse. After a great deal of d i s  merit we built a fire and warm our chilly 

$ cussion, we decided to run the right. The bones. We scouted the next drop and 
other kayaks boofed the waterfall and the picked an easy class IV line, leaving the $ cataraft punched the hole. We b e d  the "J" class v alternative for another time. 

e um 



We motored through the cold rain to a 
Cree hunting camp. We were all mildly hy- 
pothermic and happy to take refuge for 
the night in a crude cabin. Except of There we stood with mouths agape 

for the Legend, 
had more energy than all of us combined. conquer Oatmeal Falls. Where is Henry 
He returned to the river to surf the swells Kissinger when you need him? We stalled 
while we mumbled and warmed ourselves by scouting some more. The Cree were be- 
by the !ire. 

The next morning the weather was fair 
as we motored two hours to "Oatmeal 
Falls", the spot where we planned to end We decided a diplomatic compromise 
our river journey. Here we encountered was to launch the kayaks just below the 
the first paved road in 230 miles. About a hydraulic on river left and 
hundred Cree had congregated to watch ng 200 yards of class 111 
us run the drop. 

I remembered the videoed aerial re- 
connaissance of Oatmeal as being horren- 
dous. Well, the real thing was much worse. 
As we motored towards the rapid all we The had never seen kay- 
could see was a horizon line and the top of quite the show. They 
the highway bridge a mile downstream. 
The bridge sat 150 feet above the water. 

We went ashore and the Cree drove us 
to the bridge and to the bottom of the falls. 
We soon discovered why they camped in 
inclement weather to watch us run the 
drop. I too would have camped overnight 
in bad weather to watch some fool run 
that thing. 

The rapid looked like someone has 
spilled a bowl of oatmeal, allowing it run 
off in several directions, over the edge of 
the table onto a chair, then off the chair 
onto the floor. The Rupert split into four 
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with 600 residents, serves as the regional 
headquarters for the Cree Bands. As we 
drove into the village, we spotted the tow- 
ering four million dollar administrative 
building, which is shaped like goose in 
flight and sits on the shore of Champion 
Lake. 

We were treated like heros and lodged 
in the hotel located in the administrative 
building.Hot showem, real beds, a restau- 
rant, what more could you want? A beer of 
course. Unfortunately, all of the Cree vil- 

I lages are dry, so our thirst went 
unquenched. However we were rewarded 
in other ways. 

Jacob took me on a tour of town. We 
were trailed by a mob of curious kids and y -a . . , .. ,, 
a pack of dogs. Jacob translated as an old 
woman showed me some traditional medi- 
cines. She held up what looked like small f great honor and he is respected in the 
pepperoni ... dried beaver bladders. They community. Beaver Man offered me the $ are made into a paste to be applied to cuts v choice of several beaver pelts. I selected a 
and wounds. The Cree also make a tea v beautiful one and thanked him profusely. 
from the beaver bladders to treat malaise. 3 The others members of our group were 
I explained that I was feeling very well and v on similar tours of the village and re- 
thanked the woman for the medical les- v turned with gifts ranging from handmade 
son. $ reed goose decoys to a bear scull. 

We visited Jacob's uncle Buddy, ak.a  $ After a day of Cree hospitality, our 
Beaver Man, next. New Nemaska was built v group split into two. Half of our group 
on Buddy's hunting territory. This was a spent the affernoon scouting the t 
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2 Dehaviland Otter floatplane docked at 
't: Nemaska before aerial scouting trip over the 
$ lower Broadback and RuppeH Rivets; photo 
k by Dan Cochran 
% 

Broadback River in an Otter float plane. 
The rest of us conducted roll session for 
the village kids. The elders of the village 
had wisely decided that the kids should 
learn to swim since they spend so much 
time around the water. So the Cree had 
hired a swimming instructor from 
Montreal to teach the kids to swim. 

The children quickly mastered pad- 
dling and rolling the kayaks. These young 
Cree may someday earn their livings by 
the paddle, guiding clients down their an- 

$ cestral rivers. 

+ As we flew out of Nemaska the next 
t day, we passed over thousands of square ' miles of lakes, rivers and forest. The an- 
$ cestral land of the Cree lay mostly undis- 
$ turbed below, as it had for countless mil- 
); lennia Only the foreboding scars of the * Hydro Quebec transmission lines, running 
$ south from the James Bay project, married 
k the landscape. 

$ Sadly, I wondered how long this pris- 
k tine wilderness and the Cree's way of life 
$ could resist before "civilizationkn insa- 
+ tiable hunger for power. I prayed that the 
$ dam builders will never harness and de- 
+ stroy the Rupert, the river we came to re- 
$ spect and love ... Cebe Waskaganish.. 



DEERFIELD RIVER 
DATE: Saturday, August 6,1994 

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST WEAR AP- 
PROPRIATE PFD' S. 

There will be three classes of craft: 
SINGLE KAYAKS, TANDEM CANOES, & 
RAFTS. 

IN EACH CLASS: 
FIRST PRIZE $300.00 
SECOND PRIZE $200.00 
THIRD PRIZE $100.00 

ENTRANCE FEES: 
KAYAKS $10.00 
CANOES $20.00 
RAFTS $30.00 

NOTE: NO RACING CRAFI' WILL BE 
PERMITTED. THIS INCLUDES SLALOM 
RACING KAYAKS, DOWNRIVER RACING 
KAYAKS, RACING CANOES, OR RAFTS 
OTHER THAN HUMAN-POWERED. 

LOCATION: The Deerfield River Fest is located on Route 2, Charlemont, Massachu- 
setts, just west of town in a large field next to the Deerfield River. The field is across the 
street from Zoar Outdoor Outfitters. 

TIME: 12:00 Noon until 11:OO P. M. CLOSING 

ACTIVITIES: Chicken Barbecue, Food, Desserts, Whitewater Trade Show, 
"PADDLES UP RACE", Vendors, Beer & Wine, Environmental Exhibits, Silent Auction, 
Raffles, Games & More. 

THE RACE: The first annual Deerfield Riverfest PADDLES UP race is a unique event 
open to anyone and everyone who paddles a canoe, kayak, or raft. Participants will be 
timed and scored over a slalom-like course on Class I whitewater. The true challenge in 
this event comes from the many obstacles paddlers will have to negotiate such as a 
limbo gate, a rock jump, an underwater gate and any other obstacles the course designer 
can think of the by the day of the race. 

REGISTRATION: Registration will take place at the Festival site from 1090 A. 
M. until 300 P. M. The race will start promptly at 500 P. M. 

C - 
Top: Labrynth Rapid;Monroe section of the Deerfield. Above: Me1 No11 on the Monroe bridge 
Section of the Dee~field 
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USCKT Nationals Championships Zoar 
Gap-Fife Brook Section 
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s, Ma 
(413) 625-2064 (full 

Charlemont, Ma Q&39 
(800) RAPIDS9 

Hiking-Catamount Trail 
Association 
(802) 864-5794 
(Everywhere) 

Outdoor Centre of New Picnicking-Deerfield 
River Guidebook 
(413) 339-8596 Ashfield I 

Main Street "A'" , *? 

Ashfield, Ma 01390 
(413) 628-4571 

En land 
Mi&& Falls, 9 
(413) 6593926 

ot 
Bridge, Ma 

(Great Burgers, Beer, & 
Pool) 

Williamtown Theater 
Festival 
Wiamstown, Ma 
(Major productions by 
well-known artists 
throughout the summer) 

Zoar Outdoor 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 339-8596 

CAMPING: 
Parson Hubbard House (B 

B) 
Shelburne, Ma 01370 
(413) 625-9730 
Jeanne & Dick Bole 

Mohawk State Forest 
P.O. Box7 
Route 2 WMTEWATER 

OUTFITTERS 
ADDITIONAL 
ACTMTIES Charlemont, Ma 01339 

(413) 339-5504 Deerfield River Guidebook 
(Extensive directory to 
boating hiking, and fishing 
throughout 
entire Deerfield River 
System) 

RAFTING: Old Deerfield Village 
Deerfield, Ma (Historic) 
Salmon Falls Marketplace 

WHERE TO EAT Springbrook Camping 
RFD#l 
Lower Road 
Shelburne Falls, Ma 01370 
(413) 6256618 

Crabapple Whitewater 
Rafting 
Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(800) 553-7238 

RESTAURANTS & 
OTHERS: Shelburne Falls, Ma 

(Mists & Craftsmen, 
Potters, Carvers, 
Sculptors) 

The Inn at Charlemont 
Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 339-5796 (N1 
service) 

Concerts By The Trail 
Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma 
(Weekend concerts by 
local Artists throughout 
summer) 

Zoar Outdoor 
Box 245 
Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma. 01339 
(413) 339-8596 

Wilderness Plus Rafting 
Box 562 
Wiington, Ma 01887 
(800)83-GO RAFT 

Mountain Biking 
(Everywhere) 

Harvest Inn 
Route 2 
Shelburne, Ma 01370 
(413) 625-2288 (full 
service) 

Sterling & Francine Clark 
Museum 
Williamstown, Ma 
(Extensive collection of 
French Impressionist 
Art & other important 
American painters) 

Zoar Outdoor Amherst & Northampton, 
Ma 
(Mdor Educational & 
Cultural Center including 
Smith, Arnherst, 
& Mt. Holyoke College, 
University of Mass. and 
Hampshire College) 

Country Air Campground 
Mohawk Trail 
Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 625-299 

Route 2 
Charlemont. Ma 01339 

Charlemont Pizza 
Main St. Route 2 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 339-4472 @h & 
subs) 

North American 
Whitewater 
Mohawk Park-Route 2 

HOTELS & INNS: 
Fishing S t r e a m  & Lake 
(Everywhere) The Inn at Charlemont 

Route 2 
Mohawk Trail 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 339-5796 

10 Bridge Street 
Restaurant 
10 Bridge St. 
Shelburne Falls, Ma 01370 
(413) 625-6337 (full 
service) 

WHITE WA TER INSTRUCTION 
VIDEOS Oxbow Motel 

Route 2 
Mohawk Trail 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 625-6011 Flower Bridge Chinese 

Restaurant 
Buckland, Ma 
(413) 625-2570 (full 
service) 

The Ka yaker 's Edge 
Forest Way Farm (B & B) 
Charlemont, Ma 01339 
(413) 337-8321 
Jimmie & Paul Snyder 

This fast paced instructional video unlocks the secrets behind basic 
and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing, 

rolling and bracing. 58 minutes. 
"The best general instruction wdeo on the market" - Outside McCuster's Market & Deli 

Main Street 
Shelburne Falls. Ma 01370 The Swift River Inn 

South Street 
Cummington, Ma 01026 
(413) 634-5751 

I Solo Playboating! 
lns~irino instructional video ~ a c k e t  with information for oDen canoeists. 

' 43 minutes. 
"Entertaining ... super j:b of present~ng technical points. Nicely 
paced. ..fun to watch. -Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs 1 ' -  Sweetheart Restaurant 

Route 2 

Take the Wild Ride! 
A highl entertaining, yet instructional, look at the world's best 
freestyre kayakers. Their aerial stunts are incredible to watch. KAYAK CHILE 

C- I Challenge 
Citizen Racer Workshop 

inspriational, highly instructional. 
only $19.95 each. 

Class IV-V kayak trips to he Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso, 
and Futaleufu Rivers in Chile and Argentina. 
Run he Bio-Bio while he dam remains unbuilt. 
Call, fax, or write for free KAYAK CHILE KIT. 

Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $29.95 
each + $4 shipping to: Kent Ford, Whitewater Instruction 

Videos, 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81 301 (303)259- 
1361 

Sporf In fernarional 
2 12 W. Cheyenne Mountain Boulevard 

Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA. 

Phone: 71 9-5798759. Fax: 71 9-5766238. 

Toll-free in U.S. 18OCL779-1784. 
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KENNEBEC RIVER 

DATE: Saturday, July 2,1994 

LOCATION. The Kennebec River Fest is located on Route 201, The 
Forks, Maine, just south of the town in a large field next to the Kennebec 
River. The field is across the street from Wilderness Outfitters. 

TIME: 1 2 0 0  Noon until 1200 P. M. CLOSING 

ACTIVITIES: Old-Fashioned Barbecue Cookout, Desserts, Whitewater 
Trade Show, Five-Mile Downriver Race, Vendors, Beer & Wine, Environmen- 
tal Exhibits, Silent Auction, Raffles, Games & More. 

THE RACE: The first annual Kennebec River Fest Race will be a "JUST 
DO IT", mad dash run from The Ballfield in the center of The Forks to the fes- 
tival site located at Wilderness Outfitters just over six miles downstream. 
Participants will begin at the starting line on the north side of the field, ap- 
proximately 100 yards distance from the river's edge. At the starter's signal 
they must drag their craft to the river, put in, and make their way downstream 
over Class 1 rapids to the finish line at the festival. At the take out, partici- 
pants must cross the finish line dragging their craft. 

REGISTRATION: Registration will take place at the Ballfield from 
9:00 A. M. until 1:00 P. M. The race will start promptly at 300 P.M. 

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST WEAR APPROPRIATE PFD'S 

There will be three classes of craft Single Kayaks, Tandem Canoes, & 
Rafts 

IN EACH CLASS: 
FIRST PRIZE $300.00 
SECOND PRIZE $200.00 
THIRD PRIZE $100.00 

ENTRANCE FEES: 
KAYAKS $10.00 
CANOES $20.00 
RAFTS $10.00 

NOTE: NO RACING CRAFT WILL BE PERMITTED. THIS INCLUDES 
SLALOM RACING KAYAKS, DOWNRIVER RACING KAYAKS, RACING CA- 
NOES, OR RAFTS OTHER THAN HUMAN POWERED. 

WHERE TO STAY 
Magic Falls Rafting Northern Outdoors 

CAMPING: Route 201 Route 201 
West Forks, Maine The Forks, Maine 

Downeast Whitewater (800) 207-RAFT (800) 7657238 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine Moxie Outdoor Adventures Professional River Runners 
(800) 677-7238 Route 201 . . 

Lake Moxie The Forks, Maine 
Maine Whitewater The Forks, Maine (800) 325391 1 
Route 201 (800) 86-MOXIE 
Bigham, Maine 
(800) 345MAIN 
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PO. Box 209 Sprtngfield. OR 97477 
SO3 (747-2272) 

OTTER BAR LODGE 
I 

Simply the best! 
Nestled on a bend of the famed California 

Salmon River between the Marble Mountains and 
the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter 
Bar Lodge. 

Our amenities are unmatched - a deluxe 
lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food - 
well - how many sports lodges do you see recom- 
mended by Bon AppBtit? (Sept '92) And our rivers 
are gorgeous with sections for all levels of paddlers 
- a natural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides! 

But what really sets us apart is our instruc- 
tional program. We provide the best equipment 
and you provide the desire to give whitewater 
kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best 
paddlers anywhere and our student-to-teacher ratio 
is unmatched at 3:l. This allows us to tailor your 
week to your needs. Beginning, intermediate or 
advanced. Want more rolling practice? ... work on 
surfing? ... hole riding? Not a problem -your week 
is as challenging (or relaxing) as you want i t  to be! 

Ask us about our fall Grand Canyon trip. 
Drop us a note or give us a call -we'll send you 
a color brochure! 

Otter Bar Lodge 
Forks of Salmon, California 96031 
(916) 462-4772 



* . % w ~ .  
The Float Boat & 
Rockwood, Maine 

Fishing (Pond & Stream) 
(Everywhere) 

(207) 534-7582 
(Shuttle to Mt. Kineo) Indian Hill Trading Post 

Route 15 
Greenville, Maine 

Crabapple Inn 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 553-7238 

Unicorn Rafting 
Expeditions 
Route 201(14 mi. north of 
The Forks) 
Lake Parlii 
(800) UNICORN 

Katahdin Cruises 
(Scenic Cruises Around 
Moosehead Lake) 
Greenville, Maine 

Squaw Mountain 
~ & t e  15 
Greenville, Maine 
(Scenic Chairlift Views of 

WHERE TO EAT RAFTING: ~ t .  Kineo) Hiking 
(Everywhere) Downeast Whitewater 

(800) 677-7238 
Eastern River Expeditions 
(800) 634-7238 
Maine Whitewater 
(800) 345MAIN 
Magic Falls Rafting 
(800) 207-RAFT 
Moxie Outdoor Adventures 
(800) 86-MOXIE 
New England Whitwater 
Center (800) 766-7238 
North American 
Whitewater 
(800) RAPIDS9 
Northern Outdoors 
(800) 765-7238 
Professional Rivers 
Runners (800) 3253911 
Unicorn Rafting 
Expeditions(800)UNICORN 
Voyageurs Whitewater 
(800) 289-6307 
Wilderness Expeditions 
(800) 825WILD 

Wilderness Expeditions 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 825-WILD 

RESTAURANTS & 
OTHERS: 

RELEASE FORM Downeast Whitewater 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 677-7238 (full 
service) 

New England Whitewater 
Center 
Route 201 
Caratunk, Maine 
(800) 766-7238 

ENCLOSED IN THIS FESTIVAL GUIDE IS A RELEASE 
FORM REQUIRED BY UNION SERVICES, THE 
CENTRAL MAINE POWER COMPANY AFFILIATE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGING THE WHITEWATER 
RECREATION AT HARRIS DAM STATION. IF YOU 
PLAN ON RUNNING THE KENNEBEC THIS FORM 
MUST BE USED. PLEASE PHOTOCOPY AND FILL OUT 
PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THE DAM. THIS WILL SAVE 
YOU AND CMP EMPLOYEES UNNECESSARY DELAYS 

Maine Whitewater 
Route 201 
Bingham, Maine 
(800) 345MAIN (full 
service) 

Webb's Dead River 
Campground 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(207) 663-2214 BEFORE P ~ J ~ I N G  IN. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 
Thompson Restaurant 
Route 201 
Bingham, Maine 
(207) 6723245 (full 
service) 

Harris Dam Campground 
Harris Dam Road 

The Forks, Maine 
(800) 371-7774 

HOTELS, CABINS, 
LODGES, & INNS: 

New England Whitewater 
Center 
Caratunk Inn 
Route 201 
Caratunk, Maine 
(800) 766-7238 (full 
Service) 

New England Whitewater 
Center 
Route 201 -4aratunk Inn 
Caratunk, Maine 
(800) 766-7238 

GROCERIES, FOOD, & 
SUPPLIES 

Berry's General Store 

Northern Outdoors 
Restaurant 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 765-7238 (full 
service) 

Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 

Northern Outdoors Lodge 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 765-7238 Jimmy's Market 

Route 201 
Bingham, Maine Unicorn Rafting 

Expeditions 
Route 201(14 mi. north of 
The Forks) 
Lake Parlii 
(800) UNICORN 

Unicorn Lodge 
Route 201(14 mi. north of 
Forks) 
Lake Parlin 
(800) UNICORN (full 
service) 

Greenville IGA 
Route 15 
Greenville, Maine 

ADDITIONAL 
ACTMTIES 

Vovageurs Whitewater (B 
&B)- 
Route 201 

Malloy's Restaurant 
Route 201 
Bingham, Maine 
(207) 672-5555 (full 
service) 

Moxie Falls 
(82 foot waterfall) 
The Forks, Maine 

The Forks, Maine 
(800) 289-6307 

Dead River Inn ( B & B) 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(207) 663-4480 

Mountain Biking 
(Everywhere) CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG Of 

OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS 
1-800-843-8985 

OYAGEUB v 
P.O. BOX 207AW 

WAITSFIELD VERMONT 05673 

Marshall's Hotel 
Restaurant 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(207) 663-4455 (full 
service) 

Moosehead Marine 
Museum 
Route 15 
Greenville, Maine 

Downeast Whitewater 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(800) 677-7238 The Birches Resort Lodge 

Moosehead Lake 
Rockwood, Maine 
(207) 534-2242 (N1 
service) 

Curriers's Flying Service 
The Marshall Hotel 
Route 201 
The Forks, Maine 
(207) 663-4455 

Greenville, Maine 
(Scenic Tours) 
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Complete your whitewater library with an AWA publication 

AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory 
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 booM7disk ($2.90 

*Revised listing of every whitewater river 
nationwide 

*River maps for all U.S. rivers 
*Includes mileage, access points, ratings 
The Rivers of Chile 

By Lars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage) 
*A guide to more than 20 Chilean rivers 

Rivers at Risk-The Concerned Citizens 
Guide to Hydropower 

By John D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow andRichard 
Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95&aper $17.95 ($2.90 
pos fag4 

*A study of whitewater's most serious threat 
AWA Safety Codes 

1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.I5 
*The original criteria of boating safety 

Send payment to A WA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 

I HATS b& 
A PATCHES 

item I size I total . .. --- - 

AWA T-shirts available in M,L,XL unless noted (postage $2.90 up to 2 shirts) 

W AWA Logo: $10 SS; $12.50 LS (SS in M & L only) 

The Wider the Better: $10 SS; $12.50 LS 

W Bold Look: Closeout LS Medium only $8 
Super Heavy, Super Sized T-shirts (M,L,XL).. 

New Logo, SS only, Grape or Forest $15 

AWA River Caps: $10 (postage $1) 

AWA License Plate Frames: $5 (postage $1) 
AWA Embroidered Patches: $2 

AWA Waterproof Decals: $50 

Rodeo World Championship Posters $6 (postage $1) H3fXAGE 
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by Ric Alesch 
River Festival July 91h 

If you like whitewater and love to party plan to ter Association, will be used to solve conservation 
paddle the Arkansas River on July 9, then head for and access problems on the Arkansas and other riv- 
the first Annual AWNCWWA Arkansas River Festi- ers within Colorado. 
val, to be held that evening at the Riverside Park in The Festival is beimg patterned after the enor- 
Salida, Colorado. Proceeds from the gala event, mously successful Gauley River Festival, sponsored 
which is being organized jointly by the American by the AWA and held annually in West Viginia 
Whitewater Affiliation and the Colorado White Wa- That event has grown from a small club-sponsored 

At quality paddling shops, everywhere. 

party to one that, last year, drew over 2000 partici- 
pants and raised $26,000 for river conservation and 
access efforts. 

July 9 was chosen for the Arkansas River Festi- 
val because the weather and wat& temperatures are 
generally warm, it is coincident with the Colorado 
Cup Race (July 9-10) and it does not conflict with 
other major river events, such as FIBARK or M i  
River Days. The Festival is also beimg coordinated 
with the CWWA Arkansas River weekend, which 
features organized river trips for CWWA members. 

The Festival will start at 4 p.m. and continue 
through the evening. Live music, a silent auction, 
continuous whitewater videos, a swap meet, vendor 
booths and food and beverage stands will be fea- 
tured. Camping will be available at commercial 
campgrounds or on federal lands near the Festival 
site. 

An admission donation will be collected and all 
proceeds after expenses will go to provide access to 
Colorado Rivers and to protect them from dams and 
other environmental threats. The AWA and CWWA 
are encouraging all river users to join in the celebra- 
tion including canoeists, rafters, kayaken, river 
guides, their customers, equipment manufacturers 
and their deale rs... anyone who has an interest in 
protecting and enjoying Colorado's rivers. 

Snowpack reports as of early March predict a 
descent runoff for Colorado rivers this year. Some 
of the best boating of the year in Colorado typically 
occurs in early July. The Festival weekend should 
be a good time to boat the Arkansas; visitors from 
other parts of the country will no doubt want to 
spend a week or more exploring the other great 
whitewater rivers of south central Colorado. 

Figures released by the Arkansas Headwaters 
Recreation Area suggest that the Arkansas is the 
most popular whitewater river in America and prob- 
ably the world, for that matter. The upper Arkansas 
River valley is one of the most spectacular areas of 
Colorado. A series of 14,000 foot peaks lime the 
west side of the valley and are often visible as one 
bounces down the many boatable sections of the 
river, which range from class I1 to V in difficulty. 
Segments such as Pine Creek Canyon, the Numbers, 
Brown's Canyon and the Royal Gorge have given 
the Arkansas its well deserved reputation. These are 
all within day trip distance of Salida, the Festival 
Site. 

Scott Reuman, a long-time Colorado boater, 
photographer and artist, has developed a logo for 
the Arkfest, which is shown in an ad in this issue 
and will be featured on a festival T- shirt, that is 
sure to become a collector's item. 

The Festival is being spearheaded by Jim Mar- 
tin, who lives in Salida Ric Alesch is helping to co- 
ordinate the activities of Denver area volunteen 
and working to publicize the Arkfest. Voluntee~s 
are still being recruited to help with the Festival. 
Jim Martim can be reached at (719) 539-1042; 123 W. 
6th Street, Salida, Colorado 81201. Ric Alesch can 
be reached at (303) 9858620; 14262 W. Warren 
Place, Lakewood, Colorado 80228. 
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NEW ENGLAND RIVER NALS 

Plans for the Kennebec and Deerfield 
River Festivals are nearing the final stages 
of completion for the 1994 summer 
whitewater season. Sites have been se- 
cured, vendors are booking booth space 
and volunteers are getting excited about 
the prospect of bringing major whitewater 
events to New England. Local residents 
and businesses are eagerly looking for- 
ward to the arrival of whitewater boaters 
into their communities and the prospects 
of generating additional revenues into the 
local economies. 

In a surprise move the Central Maine 
Power Company has joined Champion Pa- 
per Company of Bucksport, Maine in be- 
coming a corporate sponsor of the 
Kennebec River Festival. 

Champion Paper Company is best 
known for their major support of the U.S. 
Whitewater Team during the last Olym- 
pics. Champion has committed additional 
funding for the U.S. Team for the Atlanta, 
Georgia Olympic event in 1996. They are 
providing all of the prize money for the 1st 
Annual Kennebec Festival Race and are 
further contributing funding for promotion 
and publicity to attract local and regional 
residents to the festival activities. 

Central Maine Power Company, AWA, 
and other conservation groups are meeting 
to discuss issues surrounding relicensing 
of the darns owned by the company in the 
upper Kennebec watershed. While nego- 
tiations and talks are still in the early 
stages, CMP's support of the river festival 
is a welcome and positive development 
that will help ensure a successful inaugural 
event. 

"Thanks to additional water releases 
for the three-day weekend negotiated by 
AWA for the 4th of July holiday, 
whitewater boaters will have ample oppor- 
tunity to experience the Kennebec River as 
well as the Dead River, two of the East's 
premier whitewater resources," said Tom 
Christopher, AWA Festival Coordinator. 

"CMP is pleased to support the inaugu- 
ral Kennebec River Festival," said David 
Flanagan, CMP's President and CEO. We 
support and cooperate in the multiple use 
of Maine's rivers and believe this festival 
will grow into a W o r  recreational cel- 
ebration in the upper Kennebec Valley." 

CMP has also agreed to schedule the 
annual turbine test at Harris Dam Station 
for Monday, the 4th of July, as part of the 

Top: Kate Sullivan looking for 
"Magic" on the 
Kennebec;photo by Shirley 
Griffin. Middle: Jay List 
playing abopve "Dragon's 
Teeth on the Deerfie1d";photo 
by Shirley Griffin. Bottom: 
Bryce Morris-Looking for a 
"Big Water" thrill on the 
Kennebec; photo by Shirley 
Griffin 

holiday releases. THIS WILL 
PUT 8,000 CFS INTO THE 
KENNEBEC RIVER 
GORGE, making it a big-wa- . 
ter, rollercoaster ride to end 
a great holiday celebration. 

AWA is pleased and excited to an- 
nounce it has found a corporate sponsor 
for the first Deerfield Riverfest to be held 
in Charlemont, Massachusetts on Satur- 
day, August 6th, 1994. In an unexpected 
gesture of public utility cooperation and 
support, New England Power Company 
has offered to provide AWA and the 
Deerfield Riverfest with additional hours 
of whitewater releases from two of its u p  
stream facilities-- Fife Brook Dam and 
Number Five Dam (Monroe Bridge). 

New England Power Company's par- 

ticipation also includes providing all of the 
prize money for a unique type of citizen's 
race called "PADDLES UP" in which all 
classes of boaters have an opportunity to 
participate and win. NEP will be provid- 
ing logistical assistance in planning the 
event, additional sanitary facilities at ac- 
cess points to the river, and technical sup- 
port during the weekend of the festival. 
NEP's retail affiliate, Massachusetts Elec- 
tric Company has pledged to make the 
necessary electrical service connections to 
the site including technical assistance. 
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OCOEE 

RODEO 
JATES: Saturday and Sunday, June 11 and 12 
WHERE: Ocoee Rive( Ducktown, TI 

More information, registration forms, and dinner reservations contact: 
Susan Wilson- Gentry 
52 Albemarle P1. #16 
Asheville, NC 28801 
Home: 704-258-3836 

F'reestyle event for Kayaks, Squirt Boats, C-1, and Open Canoes. 
Famous Man or Rubber Downriver Raft Race. 

Lots of volunteers are needed for this event. If you would like to volunteer, 
please call Susan. A kayak will be raffled off to our volunteers. This is a AWA 
fund raiser. 

Friday, June 10, 7:OOpm - 10:OOpm 
Registration - All competitors: Location - NOC Ocoee Outpost. 
NO REGISTRATION AFTER THIS TIME!!!!! 

Saturdav. June 11.9:OOam - -~ - ~~- ~~ 

compet ikk ~ e e t i n h i b  Pickup: Location - Hells Hole Competitors area 
ALL COMPETITORS MUST AlTEND. Preregistered competitors can sign 
waivers at  this time. Preregistrations must b e  post marked by June 1. 

- 

Saturday, 9:30am 
Torpedo - Squirt Boat competition begins. 
(class order: Jr., Int., C-1, Exp. K-1) 

Saturday, 9:30 am 
Hells Hole - Open Canoe competition begins. 

Saturday, 12:30pm 
Hells Hole - Preliminary Hole Riding competition begins. Class order: - - 

12:30pm 3:OOpm 
Jr. Exp. K-1 Women 
Int. K-1 Women Exp. K-1 Men 
Int. K-1 Men DuckieBit on Top 
C-1 

Saturday, 7:OOpm 
Dinner/Party/Auction: NOC Ocoee Outpost 
Sunday, June 12,9:00am 
Put-in: Raft Race registration 
Hells Hole: Finish preliminaries 

Squirt finals 
Open Canoe finals 

Sunday, 1:OOpm 
Hells Hole: Expert C-1 finals 

Expert K-1 Women finals 
Expert K-1 Men finals 

Sunday 4:OOpm 
Awards: Hells Hole 
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CENTRAL MAINE POWER COMPANY 
GENERAL RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 

The undersigned understands that the Indian Pond Project licensed by the Federal Regulatory Commission as Project No. 2142 
y~rsuant to a license issued May 21,1954 ("Indian Pond Project") and the Kennebec River are the location of various activities related 
;o a power generation plant The Indian Pond Project and Kennebec River have natural and man-made conditions of a hazardous na- 
me, including but not limited to steep embankments, dangerous whitewater stretches, submerged rocks, submerged stumps, sub- 
merged structures, naturally occurring shallows, treacherous currents and sudden, unannounced water releases at Harris Station re- 
sulting in water level changes, all of which may endanger the undersigned and others. The undersigned expressly acknowledges the 
Went of these risks and assumes the risk of life, limb and property they represent. 

In recognition of these risks and in consideration of the limited right of entry upon the Kennebec River, the Indian Pond Project, 
the Indian Pond Access Road and/or other private lands and facilities of CMP, the undersigned voluntarily and knoivingly executes this 
release and indemnity agreement with the express intention of extinguishing rights and assuming obligations, as herein provided. 

The undersigned, with the intention of binding himself, his heirs, personal representatives, and assigns, does hereby expressly re- 
lease and discharge Central Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Company, their directors, officers, employees, agents, and as- 
signs, from all claims, demands, damages, costs, losses, expenses, actions, and judgments, which the undersigned may have or 
daim to have, or which the undersigned's heirs, personal representatives or assigns may have or claim to have, against Central 
Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Company, their directors, officers, employees, agents, and assigns, whether in contract or 
tort (including negligence) created by or arising out of the undersigned's entry upon the Indian Pond Project, the Indian Pond Access 
Road, the Kennebec River andlor other private lands of CMP for any purposes whatsoever including without limitation, rafting, 
kayaking, canoeing, boating, sightseeing, camping and fishing. 

The undersigned further agrees to defend, indemnify and save harmless Central Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Com- 
pany, their directors, officers, employees, agents, and assigns from all claims, demands, damages, costs, losses, expenses, actions and 
judgments which are created by or arise out of the undersigned's entry upon the Indian Pond Project, the Indian Pond Access Road, 
the Kennebec River andlor other private lands and facilities of CMP for any purpose whatsoever including, without limitation, rafting, 
kayaking, canoeing, boating, sightseeing, camping, and fishing. 

The provisions of this General Release and Indemnification Agreement apply to all such entries by the undersigned. 

Dated: 
(Signature) 

FOR RECORD KEEPING PURPOSES ONLY 

Please Print 

Name: 

Telephone: 

Primary purpose of visit 
(Please check one) 

Rafting Indian Pond Boat Launch 

Kayakingl Canoeing Camping 

Fishing Day Use 
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The Cherry - Creek 
Section of 
Tuolumne 
Class ic  V 
Cal i forn ia  

by Dieter King 

The eddy was the last refuge above a 
pourover and the approach to another 
complicated and confusing series of drops 
and chutes. Catching the eddy, through 
critical, should not have been difficult. 

Perhaps I was a bit tired. The last 4 
miles of Class IV and V whitewater had 
taken their toll and I was off guard. 
Maybe my angle was off. Maybe there 
wasn't enough "umphn in my stroke. Per- 
haps it was my boat. .. a Hollowform. I'm 
sure that was it. 

Whatever the reasons (or excuses), I 
missed the eddy and drifted over the 
pourover backwards, my paddle flailing 
madly and my eyes bulging. 

My friends watched smug and safe 
from the eddy as I slid slowly, hopelessly 
over the lip. The nose of my kayak rock- 
eted skyward, pointing the way to heaven. 

That was ten years ago and time has 
healed the wounds, both emotional and 
physical. I do recall that I got hammered 
real good, mercilessly pounded against the 
rocks as I pathetically attempted to roll. 
But I survived. 

As my pals chased my boat, I groveled 
along the shore. Up over boulders, 
through brush and poison oak, all the time 
keeping an eye peeled for "buzzwonns". 
After I found my paddle, I perched upon 
an egg shaped boulder and I nursed my 
wounded ego. 

It was one of those hot August Califor- 
nia days; a clear blue sky, the sun a golden 
fiery ball high frying the brush covered 
hills -tinder dry. Shimmering waves of 
heat floated up the canyon walls. I was 
glad to be next to the river, a sparkling rib- 
bon of liquid joy dancing down the canyon 
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over granite boulders. Falling, crashing, 
muscling it's way down in typical Califor- 
nia pool-drop fashion. I was midway 
down the Cherry Creek: section of the 
Tuolumne a classic Class V Sierra river. 

Since that day I've been down Cherry 
Creek countless times. Why so many? 
Because I smacked my head on a rock? 

No, because Cherry Creek is a great 
run. It has everything a budding Class V 
kayaker could want: reliable flows, beauti- 
ful scenery, a decent shuttle, and a legend- 
ary Class VI rapid at the takeout with 
grandstand viewing from the shuttle ve- 
hicles. 

The Cherry Creek section of the 
Tuolumne was first tackled in kayaks with 
numerous portages in 1968 by California 
pioneer kayakers Gerald Meral and Dick 
Sunderland. Five years later, Marty 
McDonnell and Walt Harvest made the 
first raft trip. Cherry Creek didn't see more 
than a few descents a year until in the 
early eighties, when the development of 
better plastic boats and the improvement 

of technique encouraged more and more 
boaters to give it a try. Now on a Saturday 
it's common to see two or three groups of 
kayakers and a few rafts on the creek. It's 
even run commercially by several raft 
companies. 

A s  the popularity of Cherry Creek 
grew over the years a ritual began to de- 
velop. Led by Chuck Stanley, everyone 
agreed to meet Saturday mornings at Casa 
Loma, the store at the top of the shuttle 
road. Kayakers from all over California 
would congregate. Car after car would ar- 
rive, until there were thirty or so boaters 
hanging out. It was a party! 

We'd all sit around and talk while 
Chuck would try to organize a shuttle. 
This wasn't easy, since we were all busy 
bragging about how great we were. 

By the time we were all loaded (into 
the cars, that is), it was noon By the time 
we reached put in it was two o'clock. 
Then we made a mad dash to get down the 
river to takeout, where coolers of beer 
were waiting. 

A Sierra Playground 
California is blessed with the Sierras, 

the mountains that form the backbone of 
the state. From these mountains 
California's rivers drain the winter snow- 
pack. The Tuolumne drains the water- 
shed north of Yosemite National Park. It 
isn't until the Tuolumne reaches the Sierra 
foothills that it's gradient relaxes enough 
for boaters to enjoy this liquid playground. 
The nine mile Cherry Creek run passes 
through a steep and remote canyon. Gran- 
ite cliffs loom above and Jawbone Creek 
cascades down in a series of spectacular 
waterfalls to the river. During the spring- 
time, lupine, poppies and Brodea, cover 
the hillsides. Oak trees and ponderosa 
pines grow among the boulders. 

Cherry Creek is surrounded by other 
whitewater runs, so one can spend many 
days in the area Below Cherry Creek lies 
the main Tuolumne, a classic overnight 
trip. The Merced drains Yosemite Park 
and is only an hour away from Casa Lorna 

To the north lies the Stanislaus, and 
though the lower Camp Nine run is par- 
tially inundated by the New Melones Res 
ervoir, excellent runs exist on it's south, 
middle and north forks. The Cheny Creek 
of the Tuolumne is protected by the Na- 
tional Wild and Scenic system. In re- 
sponse to threats by the Modesto/rurlock 
Irrigation district to dam the Tuolumne, 
Friends of the River spearheaded a cam- 
paign to save it from being buried under 
another needless reservoir. Thanks to the 
F.O.R. and the people that supported 
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them, the main Toulumne and Cherry 
Creek section were included in the Na- 
tional Wild and Scenic system in 1986. 

The unfortunate side of this is that the 
United States Forest Service now manages 
the river and requires those planning to 
paddle 

Cherry Creek to have a pennit. These 
can be obtained from the ranger station up 
the road from Casa Loma 

Cherry Creek is an excellent entry 
level Class V run... mostly Class lV with a 
few serious class Ps; Mushroom and 
Lewis's Leap, to name two. The portages 
are easy. It's best to run Cherry Creek at 
flows below 2,500 c.f.s.. At 4,000 c.f.s. I've 
spent a very aerodynamic time exploring 
the inner depths of the hole at the bottom 
of Lewis's Leap. 

No, I think the best time to bounce 
down Cherry Creek is on those lazy days 
of summer after the spring flush is over 
and the other rivers are running too low. 
Cherry Creek is supplied with a reliable 
flow well into the fall by power generation 
at the Hoirn Power House. 1,000 c.f.s. is a 
great flow. Five hundred c.f.s. is real 
bony. At 2,000 c.f.s., things are pretty 
pushy. 

The Bikini Factor 
and finished the shuttle. then hiked down 

I once had a memorial experience at 
2,500 c.f.s. It was late summer after one of 
many dry springs and the only thing run- 
ning was good old Cherry Creek. This day 
was special; there was to be a release of 
2,500 c.f.s. 

Oh boy! Good fun. This was the best 
water we'd seen all summer. The day was 
hot, the water cold and white and there 
was plenty of it. I was with my friends Pe- 
ter, Paul and Moira. 

Moira is Peter's wife, and although 
she's a good boater, Cherry Creek isn't her 
a cup of tea, especially at 2,500 c.f.s. 
Lucky for us, she's a willing shuttle bunny. 
We left her on the way to put in, she 
planned to ride her bike out to Hetch 
Hetchy Reservoir and back, then pick up 
the car and then meet us at takeout. 

Well, at 2,500 c.f.s. it didn't take us 
long to get down the river. We decided to 
scout Lewis Leap, a formidable rapid at 
2,500 c.f.s. We discovered, to our delight, 
that Moira had completed her bike ride 

to the river. She was s k  bathing on a 
rock at the bottom of the rapid. Now 
Moira keeps herself in pretty good shape, 
so it was pretty hard to decide which 
looked more awesome, Moira or Lewis's 
Leap. 

I elected to run first. I planned to en- 
ter on river left and make my way through 
a complicated maze of pourovers and 
chutes until I could enter the main chan- 
nel, above the final pourover at the bot- 
tom. I entered the rapid with confidence. 
I was doing quite well until I glanced right 
at the rock Moira was perched upon. She 
was downstream ten yards right at my eye 
level. 

Unfortunately for me, Moira decided 
to stand up. She looked great. The "bikini 
factor" was incredible. I was completely 
distracted, and before I knew it I was lost. 

I bounced off rocks and spun around 
in circles. My head in a whirl, I fell over 
the pourover sideways and got scrambled 
in the hole at the bottom. 

Wow! What a run! 

4th Annual Western Carolina Rescue Rodeo 
June I I ,  1994 -- Wesser, NC 

Percep tion, lnc. 
Rope Throw Competition 
Canoes by Whitesell 
Self Rescue Competition 
Nantahala Outdoor Center 
Team Rescue Competition 
Dagger Canoe Company 
Rescue Scenario Competition 
Menasha Ridge Press 
First Aid Scenario Competition 
American White water A ffilia tion 
Barbecue Dinner 

Novice and open classes 
Open and decked boats 
Individual and team entry 

For information, contact: Chris Bell, 7 Garden Terrace, Asheville, NC 28804 (704)258-8806 
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rNYoNs CREEKS 
& FALLS 

I Washington Offers Some Of The Countries Premier 
Whitewater Secrets 

* Spectacular Class 4-5 Canyons 

I * Narrow Basalt Gorges 

I * Old Growth Forests 

Shuttle Fun 
The shuttle for Cherry Creek isn't bad, 

twelve miles; eight on dirt four on pave- 
ment. The "paymentn for nine miles of ac- 
tion-packed river. It's also very scenic, fol- 
lowing the steep river canyon far above 
the river. This provides an excellent view 
of the river. 

There is also a fisherman's trail that 
follows the river from take out to put in. 
This is an excellent single track mountain 
bike trail. This offers an incredible 
combo; nine miles of Class V river and 
nine miles of single track mountain biking. 
I've completed several triathlons here: 
boating, b i h g  and beer drinking. 

There is a bridge now where the 
shuttle road crosses Jawbone Creek, but 
there didn't used to be. In those days we 
had to drive through the creek. Once my 
good buddy, Lars Holbeck, and I were on 
our way back to put in my trusty Datsun. 
When we approached the creek it looked 
formidable; it was running high. 

"Lars, get out and see how deep it is." 
Lar's hitched up his pants, tiptoed 

about twelve inches into the creek, and 
probed with a stick 

Let us be your guides to some of the most spectacular whitewater in the known universe. Plunge down steep creeks lined 
with towering old growth forests leading into incredible basalt gorges overgrown with lush temperate rain forest vegeta- 
tion. We specialize in fully guided tours, complete or partial outfitting, and rentals for group or individual adventures. 
Let us help you explore the magic of Washington. 

Outdoor Adventure Centre The River Rat 
412 Garfield St. Tacoma, WA 98444 4 10 Garfield St Tacoma 

(206) 535-5057 Washington Awaits Your Arrival! (206) 535-2855 
I 

- 
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Experience the thrills 

and chills of running 

Alaska's whitewater 

as told by Dr. Embick, 

leading Alaskan 

whitewater authority 

and adrenaline junkie. 

312 pp., 8 112 x 1 1", 

103 runs on 79 rivers, 

maps, b&w photos, 

color section, softcover. 

$24.95 plus $4.25 

shipping and handling. 

A 
S H  
Skynouse TO ORDER CALL FALCON- 

"It's only six inches deep." 
Yeah, right! But we were in the "invin- 

cible" Datsun, so with a roar and a splash 
worthy of a four wheel drive commercial, 
we plowed into Jawbone Creek. 

Six inches my ass, eighteen inches was 
more like it! We were dead in the water 
before we were halfway across. 

"Ha, ha, hee, hee." 
Boy this was really funny, two yahoos 

sitting in a Datsun in the middle of a creek 
"Ha, ha, hee, hee", until water starts 

coming through my door on the upstream 
side. 

"Ha, ha, hee, hee." 
"Get out and push, Lars!" 
I pushed Lars out the door as the wa- 

ter came pouring in. Now the car was 
awash. "Where are the fish?" 

As Lars braced and pushed, I managed 
to get the car started. 

But each time I let out the clutch, the 
car jerked forward a foot or two, then 
died. Eventually we lurched across the 
creek onto the opposite bank, water slosh- 
ing around my feet and the engine sputter- 
ing. "Ha, ha, hee, hee." 

Lumsden Falls 
What classic river doesn't have a leg- 

endary, totally awesome killer fang falls? 
Cherry Creek does, and it's called 
Lumsden Falls. 

For a long time Lumsden Falls re- 
mained untouched, the last rapid of the 
run, in full view of the shuttle vehicles. 
Many a soul discussed the possibilities of 
running this awesome cascade, while load- 
ing boats and drinking beer. But no one 
did. 

Not until Gorden Patchin ran it, in the 
early eighties. A few stalwart individuals, 
including myself, followed Gordan's ex- 
ample. As time went by more and more 
brave souls gave it a shot. Today any Cali- 
fornia studmuffin kayaker worth a can of 
beer has made his or her way down this 
impressive stairstepping rush of water. 

Lumsden Falls is created by a huge 
pile of boulders, forty feet high. Over this, 
water crashes through various chutes and 
lesser cascades, moving from river left to 
right. The river screams past a rock cliff 
on river right on its way to the calm, green 
pool below. 

There are three ways to enter 
Lumsden Falls: the ramp, the chute and 
the ski jump. The ramp is the least severe 
and most commonly run. The chute and 
ski jump are more technical, offering more 
opportunities to make mistakes. 

All three approaches lead to a bit of 
turbulent water with a strategic rock at 
the end. One must paddle to the left of 
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(301) 746-U89 
Second skin Pile@ 
tights, vests, and 

one-piece suits 

Innovation 
Service 

'upper Youg hn 
Riverside Shop 

P.O. BOX 70 
276 Maple Street 
Friendsville, MD 

21 531 
call far 

Free Catalog 

Quality 
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c-3 Manufactured in the 
((M-9 

United States by Mountain Surf, Inc. 

this rock, and then down a few cascades to 
a hole against the cliff. Those who don't 
make it to the left of the rock wind up 
against the wall. Things are very tight 
there and several unfortunate souls have 
had bad experiences in this meat grinder. 

Apres Paddle 
Cherry Creek offers some great places 

to congregate, eat, drink and relax, both 
before and after the river. For coffee and 
breakfast there's the Casa Lorna, the ren- 
dezvous for the shuttle. It's also a deli, so 
you can stock up on other goodies. 

For evening dining visit nearby 
Groveland. Try Papa Palmieries for pizza 
and beer. Or, better still, there's The 
Smoke in Jamestown. Now this place was 
made for kayakers. You can gulp 
margaritas and be as rowdy as you want 
and they won't kick you out. I know. I've 
made a total fool out of myself there sev- 
eral times and nobody even asked me to 
keep it down, much less expelled me from 
the premises. The food here is excellent 
and the waitresses even better. 

Now, for the daring, back in Groveland 
the infamous Iron Door waits. Rumor has 
it people have gotten shot in this place ... 
with guns! Well, who knows? But I know 
there's usually a pretty good band on Sat- 
urday nights, and a lively crowd. 

I'll never forget one night. Shots of te- 
quila, pitchers of beer, dancing, and a big 
biker chick named Zelda. Let me tell you. . 
. no, no I better not. 

A Recipe For Fun 
That pretty much covers it. If, after boating 

the lower Toulumne and the Mewed, you feel 
up to Cherry Creek, lill up your ice chest at 
Casa Loma and drive down to Lumsden Falls. 
Stash your mountain bike in the bushes, take 
a good look at the falls, drive up the canyon 
and check out the river below. 

Eqjoy the shuttle: the meadows, the oaks, 
the pines, the wildflowers and the scenic vis- 
tas. Hit the river. 

Don't forget to scout Mushroom and 
Lewis's Leap. Have a good, clean run. Have 
lunch on a hot rock, take some time to savor 
this spectacular place. 

Scout Lumsden Falls, and if you feel 
you've got what it takes, go for it. Nobody has 
gotten seriously hurt he re... yet. 

If you've got the energy, bike the trail back 
to put in, reliving the run you just made. Then 
beeline it to The Smoke for margaritas and din- 
ner. M y ,  head to The Iron Door for a rau- 
cous night of dancing and drunken debauch- 
ery. 

But watch out for the big bier chick 
named Zelda! 

And the next day ...... ? 
Just do it again!. 



I I by Peter Kennedy 

Kids take naturally to adventure 
sports since they carry a lot less head trip 
baggage than adults trying a new activity. 
Naturally comfort in and around the water is 
a good prerequisite for a new, young 
paddler. 



to the students from the start. How many 
times have I seen well meaning, yet unin- 
formed, instructors teach wet exits to 
their students while sitting in their boats? .- . . . . . . . . . . 

ungster need to know 
;o paddle? It certainly 
fitted with PROPER 
upment, any child can 
self rescue on the 
f they are not great 

me time spent going 
lment fit and usage, ori- 
o the boat, and practic- 
xits on dry land, goes a 
f towards ease of ex- 
on the water. 
: suggest that all in- 

structors get in the water next 

er hlayihne 1994 

~ o m g  is more mmaatmg tnan tnat 
first upside down experience. Go over wet 
exits without the spray deck until the stu- 
dent is comfortable and exiting properly 
(in a tuck position). Then repeat the pro- 
cess with the spray deck on. Time spent 
here will help the student be more com- 
fortable later. 

I often have timid kids learn their ba- 
sic strokes without the spray deck on the 
boat. Once they are more comfortable 
with the boavwater environment, we head 
back to shore to do wet exits with the 
deck on. This early time spent acclimatiz- 
ing the student will help prevent the fear 
factor from taking over later. 

The majority of kids, ages 7-12, tend to 
be Doer's and Watchers, not Thinkers and 
Feelers. They relate best to instructors 
who are upbeat and cool. Having spent 
years as a children's ski director, I've 
found the most successful instructors are 
those who gain the kids confidence and 
coach- not lecture. This holds true for 
both kayak and canoe instruction 

Some kids want that paddle in their 
hands and want to GO ... Period! I've been 
known to just hand the paddle to such a 
student, once she has gone through wet 
exit and paddle control drills, and let her 
experiment. You'll be surprised at what 
she may accomplish. 

Self-Guided Discovery methods of 



teaching work well with kids. They feel 
partly responsible for their success and it 
endears them to you, the instructor. 

ARer all, we are not out to just create 
a new paddler, but to help the youth build 
personal skills and self confidence. Rush- 
ing the process will do little for either of 
the above. 

Kids learn the basic strokes quickly. 
In kayak, I tend to start with a forward 
sweep to stem draw combination. It tends 
to be the way the boat moves anyway for a 
new paddler! 

A simple discussion, demonstration 
and practice, emphasizing torso rotation 
and paddle placement has them turning in 
circles quickly. A game of counting how 
few strokes it takes to make a full circle is 
a great contest for a group of young pad- 
dlers. Next move to the basic forward 
stroke, using the feet and stem draw for 
correction. Note: the student has been in- 
troduced to the Solution (sten draw) be- 
fore the Problem (going straight). I have a 
firm motto in my teaching: There are no 
Problems, only Solutions. 

Keeping focused on the basic element 
(stroke) and building Variations on the 
Theme (as in music) is a great way to help 
young paddlers learn and experiment. 
Once they have learned the draw it is easy 
to introduce the variations of that stroke 
@ow draws, Duffeks) through experimen- 
tation All more advanced strokes are just 
variations on the basics. 

Introducing the young paddler to cur- 
rent is as simple as riding a bike. The lean 
is the same. I usually begin without the 
paddle. It is similar to learning ski turns 
without poles. The paddle just gets in the 
way of what the instructor is trying to ac- 
complish 

f i d  a slow, yet distinct, eddy line and 
have the kids play chase. They will very 
quickly adjust to leaning with the down- 
stream current (peel out) and upstream 
current (eddy turn). Then the paddle and 
the stationary brace can be introduced. 

Often I have the students learn to turn 
their reverse sweep into a bow draw, right 
from the beginning. I use a concept called 
"Quadrant Learning" - each quarter section 
of the boat requires a different stroke. 

Example: A forward sweep stops at 
the perpendicular line to the body and be- 
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comes a stern draw as it moves into the 
back Quadrant of the boavpaddler rela- 
tionship. 

This may sound confusing, but in prin- 
ciple it is very simple and kids pick up on 
it FAST. The paddle, moving through the 
water, causes the craft to react differently 
from bow to stern. Boat leans are differ- 
ent, body positions axe different, and any- 
one who has a background in elementary 
education knows that the simpler the di- 
rections, the better the results. Children 
leam best when a task is broken down into 
parts. Quadrant Learning as a teaching 
method works exceptionally well with 
young paddlers. 

Rushing into THE ROLL usually results 
in frustrated paddler and instructor. Don't 
try to introduce the roll until the young 
paddler has the opportunity to become ac- 
quainted with the fit and feel of the boat. 
Initially fitting a child into a snug fitting 
boat is both a disservice and dangerous; 
likely to produce fear, when they can't get 
out on those first wet exits. As the day(s) 
progress, I gradually acijust the hip pads, 
knee pads, foot pegshulkheads, until the 
student feels one with the boat. Once they 
can produce good boat leans and carve the 
boat with their hips, it is time to introduce 
the roll. 

I find that a lot of time spent doing 
PROPER hip rolls (snaps), with accurate 
bodyhead position, makes the final pro- 
cess easy. I stand in the water next to the 
student for all phases of roll training. 
While supporting the student under the on- 
side arm pit, it is easy to relay instructions 
to the paddler. The student can see all the 
parts of the process. 

Once the hip snap is solid (student can 
roll the boat to almost fully upright with 
head still on or under the surface), I hand 
them Styrofoam kick boards and let them 
practice with them. If the head is leading 
the boat, the hip snap will fail. 

From here, I move on to the C to C 
method of rolling. There are volumes of 
literature and videos on that method. Kids 
learn best with C to C, as their hips are SO 
flexible and their hip rolls are very strong. 
Many times, I have students doing hand 
rolls long before paddle rolls. The paddle 
just gets in their way. Kids are small, but 
their hip snaps are totally awesome. 

Now on to the world of river play, 
enders, rodeos, slalom and wildwater 
races, magazine features and even cereal 
box covers! 

Above all, instructors of kids should 
remember that their students are people. 
The most successful instructors of chil- 
dren and teens treat their students like 
people, not kids. 

The number of youngsters interested 
in whitewater boating is growing, as more 

young people discover the challenge of the USCKT. A child psychologist, he has 
paddling. Instructors need to be prepared 
for this onslaught. 

Editors Note: 
Peter Kennedy is the founder/direc- 

tor of Adventure Quest, a m-pro f i t ,  
charitable outdoor/whitmater school for 
kids and teens. He is a n  Instructor 
Trainer for the ACA in canoe and kayak 
and regicmal Junior Program Coach for 

&eloped many instmtimuzl methods 
for whitewater, skiing and other adven- 
ture sports for young people. Team Ad- 
venture, a n  A. &. sponsored program, 
consists of naticmally ranked Cadet and 
Junior paddlers from the V m u l V e w  
Hampshire region, who have been the 
subjects for many of Peter's paddling 
exper immts ! l  
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AWA Schedules Fall '94 Moose 
Season 

A four-weekend season of fall 
whitewater releases has been scheduled 
for New York's Bottom Moose River, a 
class 4 5  gem located in the southwestern 
corner of the Adirondack Park. 

Starting on the weekend of October 8 
9, the season will stretch over four con- 
secutive October weekends. As the take- 
out is located on private property, pad- , 
dlers are required to sign releases before 
making the run. The sign-ins are con- 
ducted Saturday and Sunday mornings at 
the Agers Falls Dam starting at 10 am. 

In scheduling a fall season, the AWA 
hopes more paddlers will utilize the Bot- 
tom Moose. 

The AWA had negotiated 20 annual re- 
lease days with 10 of the days 
prescheduled for Sundays in April, May 
and October and the remaining 10 to be 

used as optional days by boaters on a first- 
come, first served basis by calling two 
days in advance to request a release. 

Unfortunately, prescheduled Sunday 
releases often included days when the 
Bottom Moose was historically too high or 
low to paddle. And the procedures for se- 
curing optional releases seemed confusing 
to many boaters. Consequently, many re- 
leases were utilized by just a few paddlers 
and some dates went unused altogether. 

To create the fall season, the AWA re- 
served seven of the optional dates early in 
March. And if the season proves success- 
ful, the AWA will look to change some of 
the prescheduled dates to create full 
weekends of paddling in times when the 
water is historically at optimal levels. 

A "release* on the Bottom Moose sec- 
tion only means that the natural flow of 

the river is returned to a two-mile stretch 
that is dewatered by a hydro project. It 
does not guarantee optimal water levels. 

However, AWA organizer Chris Koll 
explains that historically, the final four 
weeks of October have the most depend- 
able water. 

"There's a chain of lakes way u p  
stream that start draining water on Colum- 
bus Day weekend," Koll said, "so it's very 
rare that there isn't enough water for a 
good run. Actually, there's a much greater 
possibility that there will be too much wa- 
ter. But fortunately, there's a class 4 sec- 
tion of water just above the Bottom 
Moose-so even if we have high water on 
the release days, people who have travelec 
will see some good boating." 

Koll is also in the preliminary stages 01 
planning the first annual Bottom Moose 
Rendezvous-an informal gathering and 
party to be staged Columbus Day week- 
end. For additional information, call eve- 
nings at (315) 652-8397. 

DISAPPOINTING SNOWPACKS BODE ILL 
FOR WESTERN BOATING 

Selected river basins of interest 
to boaters: 
% of Average Accumulated 
Precipitation as of 4/1/94 

ARIZONA 
Salt 
Verde 
Gila 

CALIFORNIA 
Northern Great 
Truckee 
Klamath 

COLORADO 
Gunnison 
Upper Colorado 
S. Platte 
YampalWhite 
Arkansas 
Upper Rio Grande 
San MiguelIDelores 

himas/ San Juan 

IDAHO 
Priest 
Clearwater 
Salmon 
Boise 
Bruneau 
Snake (above Palis) 

MONTANA 
Flathead 
Madison 
Gallatin 

NEW MEXICO 
Rio Chama 
Pecos 

OREGON 
Deschutes 
Rogue 

PERCENT OF NORMAL SNOWPACK - statewide averages 
THROUGH APRIL 1, 1994 WATER YEAR 

March 31, 1993 STARTED OCT 1 

CALIF SIERRA CRE 
EASTWARD ONLY 

UTAH 
Dirty Devil 71 
Virgin 79 

WASHINGTON 
Olympic 90 
Skykomishlskagit 81 
WhiWGreedCedar 76 
SnoqualamWBaker 

WYOMING 
Snake 67 
Upper Yellowstone 75 
Madison 
Shoshone 85 
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by Risa Callaway 

The National Organization of 
Whitewater Rodeos (NOWR), one of the 
recent offspring of American Whitewater, 
has announced its 1994 schedule of twelve 
festivals. Most of these whitewater feature 
several on-water events, providing plenty 
of opportunity for beginners and experts 
alike to test their river running skills. The 
festivals will begin in April and end in Sep- 
tember, at sites across the U.S. 

In the past few years whitewater festi- 
vals have flourished due to the increasing 
sophistication of event organizers and the 
collective promotion of the series by AWA. 
AWA kick-started NOWR in 1989 and con- 
tinues to fuel its growth with publicity, 
promotion and administrative assistance. 

Today whitewater rodeo is an interna- 
tional event. In October 1993, river rats 
from eleven nations descended on the 
Ocoee for the Worlds (story in the March/ 
April American Whitewater). 

This year, there will be a Re-World 
Rodeo in Augsberg, Germany on the 'Eis 
Kanal,' built for the 1972 Olympic 
whitewater slalom races. The Re-Worlds 
will provide good experience for the event 
organizers, who will host the World Rodeo 
in 1995 at the same site. 

Because of the growth in interest and 
participation, rodeo is going through what 
seems like organizational puberty. How 
serious should we get? Do we need to get 
serious at all? How can we leverage the 
fun of the spectacle to help protect our ac- 
cess to the rivers we love? How can we 
develop guidelines for judging and scoring 
which are fair, without eliminating the fun 
of it all? 

These are the important questions fac- 
ing NOWR chairpeople. 

As local event organizers enthusiasti- 
cally accept more sponsor donations, they 
must also take more responsibility for pro- 
viding well-run events. As we receive, so 
must we give. 

It's an exciting time. 
As in other sports, these issues will be 

resolved by a dedicated cadre' of paddlers 
who are or have been involved with these 
and similar competitions. At the time that 
this report is being drafted (mid-March), 
the US. steering committee is looking to 
fill the positions of representation for the 
Northeast, Rockies and Pacific Northwest. 

If you are interested in helping us get our 
act together, your advice and interest are 
welcome! 

We are already planning the 1995 sea- 
son. NOWR organizers will meet in Reno 
this August at an industry trade show. 
There we will discuss many topics includ- 
ing how we would like to the world to 
view our events, keeping in mind our de- 
termination to keep the fun in the event 
ant to use whitewater rodeo to help pre- 
serve our rivers. 

(This is the first of a collection of ar- 
ticles that will provide a behind the scenes 
look at the planning and execution of the 
current whitewater rodeo series.) W 

THE Book For Rafters! 
'A must for the first time floater 
3r the grizzled guide." 

The contplete gutde tti 
WHIEWATER RAFTING 
Techniques and Equipment 

Jefi Benmen 

Send $15.95 + $2 s/h to: 
Swiftwater Publishing Co. 

PO Box 3031 
Portland. OR 97208 

. u  .Boats for beginners 
to experts* 

Over 100 custom builL 
glass designs. 

Superior vacuum bagged 
foam core race boats* 

.Custom Graphics 

Plastic Designs 

BCnr ise Control BMon goose OQuan t urn 8lnfinicat - 
Call for a Dealer nearest you or to receive a free catalog. 

New Wave Kayak Products, Inc 
(71 7) 944-6320 

2535 Roundtop Road, Middletown, PA 17057 
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A Moving Water Instructor Candidate 
Workshop has been scheduled for May 14 
on the Huron River near Ann Arbor Michi- 
gan. The fee is $50 and candidates must 
have an ACA Flat Water Certification. The 
registration deadline is April 22. 

A White Water Instructor Workshop 

will be held on the Ocoee River in Tennes- 18. 
see on June 12. Candidates must have an Contact Erik Carlson at (810) 471-7620 
ACA Moving Water Certification. The fee (days) or (810) 47G7984 for additional 
is $80 and the registration deadline is May info&tidn.i 

New England Cup 
Announced 

by Jamie McEwan 
A number of existing New England 

Races and a few new ones are being 
welded together this year to form the New 
England Cup Race Series. With no sepa- 
rate fee or forms to fill out this will be a 
painless series to enter; if you enter a race 
you will automatically be accumulating 
points in the series. An individual's best 
results in four of the six Slalom races, or 
three of the four Wildwater Races, will 
count toward hidher final ranking. 

The series is expected to draw a num- 
ber of New England's veteran racers, the 
ambitious crop of juniors rising in Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, and an influx 
of boaters from other regions who travel 
to New England to kick off their season. 
No doubt the series will attract a number 
of current and future whitewater champi- 
ons. 

The schedule includes: White River 
Wildwater, April 2; Mascoma Slalom, April 
9; Mascoma Wildwater, April 10; 
Thoreau's Portage Slalom, April 16; 
Miller's Wildwater, April 17; T'ville Slalom, 
April 23; T'ville wildwater, April 24; ~att l& 
snake slalom, April 24; ~ n ~ d e r ' s  ~ i h  Sla- 
lom, April 30; and Zoar Gap Slalom, May 1. 

Classes offered will include K-1, K1-W, 
C-1 and G2 for both experts and juniors 
@om in 1976 or later). Classes in C-1W 
and C-2M will be included if there is SUE- 
cient interest, a minimum of three boats 
per class is required. Awards for the se- 
ries will be given at the last race. 

The point system will be modified af- 
ter the French Trials. 

An information and entry packet can 
be obtained from Peggy Mitchell, RD 2, 
Box 922, Canaan, New Hampshire 
03741.. 

* Also ava~lable with 

Wa~st-!worn throw bag Waist-worn throw bag 
&tow system holds 554. of line holds 704. of line 

YOUR #l REASON TO DEMAND 

THE WORLD'S #15PMY5KIRT 

FROM THE PUT-IN 
TO THE TAKE-OUT, IT 

DEMAND A A& "5HOCKERJ' 
FOR YOUR LOCAL DEALER CONTACT: && 619-376-2794 
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BAFFIN ISLAND 
EXPEDITION SLATED 

A four man team of American 
whitewater experts has announced their 
intention to mount a unique expedition to 
explore three rivers on north central 
Baffin Island during the summer of 1994. 
The expedition will cover a total of 293 
river miles and will take about 20 days. If 
successful, the Trans Baffin Whitewater 
Challenge will set a new standard for river 
exploration. 

Baffin, the world's fifth largest island, 
is slightly larger than California It has 
rugged coastlines, some of the world's 
largest fjord. and glaciated mountain 
ranges rising to 8,000 feet. Located due 
west of Greenland, over half of the island 
lies within the Arctic Circle. Because of 
the length and severity of the Arctic win- 
ter, only a window of six weeks is avail- 
able for river travel. 

The island was not traversed by 
Westerners until 1939 and travel into its in- 
terior is rare, with most attention being fo- 
cused on the unusual Barnes Ice Cap. 
Baffm Island remains one of the world's 
most remote and least known areas. 

The American kayak explorers plan to 
paddle three separate rivers in entirety 
and to be the first to traverse the island in 
whitewater craft. They plan to utilize a self 
contained, alpine style to move quickly 
across the island. 

The team will include Andy Bridge, 
John Weld, Phil DeRiemer and Bryan 
Tooley. 

Bridge is a eight time U.S. National 
Champion C-1 wildwater racer and won 
the World Cup in 1992. He has previously 
participated in expeditions in Newfound- 
land and Mexico. 

John Weld is a currently the Head In- 
structor at the Riversport School of 
Kayaking in Confluence, Pennsylvania He 
has led expeditions to Newfoundland, in- 
cluding one featured previously in this 
magazine. 

Phil DeRiemer is a prominent outdoor 
photographer and Lead Kayak Instructor 
at the Sundance Kayak School in Oregon. 
He also works with the Otter Bar Kayak 
School in California and with 
Expediciones Chile. His participation in a 
1985 expedition on the South American 
Paucarhnbo River was featured on Na- 
tional Geographic Explorer and he has 
made first descents in Venezuela, Nepal, 
Chile and the US. 

Bryan Tooley, a member of the U.S. 
Whitewater team since 1990 and K-1 
Downriver U.S. National Champion in 
1992, has made first descents in Guate- 
mala, Mexico, the Soviet Union, Chile and 
Venezuela In 1990 DeRiemer and Tooley 
were part of a daring self contained kayak 
descent of Canada's Grand Canyon of the 
Stikine. 

The Trans Baffin Whitewater Chal- 
lenge has been endorsed by the American 
Whitewater Association (AWA) and the 
ACA. 

Malden Mills, the maker of Polartec 
Fabrics, has seeded the expedition with a 
grant for $5000. These funds were granted 
as part of their Polartec Performance 
Challenge, a program which grants $75,000 
annually to support people and projects 
"setting a new defmition of adventuren. 

A separate Polartec Grant went to a 
team of kayakers from North Wales and 
the United States who plan to attempt the 
first class V+ kayak descent of the Waghi 
River in New Guinea. 
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If Turds Could Talk 
River Waste Disposal Ethics 

by Kristin Frish 
Member American River Management Society 

worker in Indiana was knocked down by a 
produce truck and, upon returning to con- 
sciousness, was babbling in fluent Ger- 
man. Just as my heart was going out to 
this poor man suffering from Foreign Ac- 
cent Syndrome, whose friends could no 
longer understand him, and who doesn't 
even understand himself, and who says he 
has "never been so lonely", I heard some- 
thing nearby. I leaned down and listened 
closely ... 

Spicy Burrito Night: Hey, do you see 
what I see? 

Lasagne Night: What are you running 
on about now? 

Burrito: I've just looked everywhere 
and there it was...gone! 

Sweet Corn Night: What's gone? 
Burrito: The plastic! The plastic bags 

are gone!! 
Stir Fry Night: Haven't you heard? Bags 

are BAAAD! 
Burrito: Naaaw, we've been doing 

bags for years - ever since they decided 
that digging cat holes and latrines wasn't 
the way to go anymore. 

Stir Fry: Listen to me! My human is 
the trip leader and knows all about the 
new regulations. I heard her discussing it 
when they were planning the trip. 

Chili Night: Yeah, Burrito, weren't you 
listening to river safety and ethics talk she 
gave at the put-ins? It's our future she was 
laking about, ya know! 

Burrito: Am I the only one in the dark 
here? Am I the only one who doesn't 
know what's going on? 

Stir Fry: No, no, no! There's just re- 
cently been some changes. Let me ex- 

plain. You know how at the end of the 
river trip they used to take all the plastic 
bags full of us and put them into the gar- 
bage container far away from where they 
lived? And then we would end up in a 
landfill or buried in a trench in the forest? 
At 112 pound per person per day, that adds 
up fast! Well, now there's new landfill 
regulations in many areas that say it is not 
OK to dump us there any more. So that 
means no more plastic bags ... 

Burrito: That sounds scary! Do you 
mean to tell me that we drop right in with 
nothin' between us and the bucket? Yuk! 

Lasagne: There are ways to safely, 
cleanly carry us out and dispose of us 
without plastic. 

Burrito: Like how? 
Lasagne: Lots of boaters are still using 

their same plastic &gallon bucket or their 
20MM military surplus rocket boxes fitted 
with a seat. They just eliminate the plas- 
tic. I really like it when they add a gener- 
ous dose of vegetable oil to coat the 
container's bottom and sides before the 

first use. It helps promote our slippage at 
clean-out time. Wheeeeeee! 

Burrito: OK, but what about smell? 
Can you still use stuff like powdered 
bleach? 

Stir Fry: The powdered stuff tends to 
dry out, which means stickage in the end. 

Lasagne: Liquids are better, and you 
gotta make sure you get some without 
formaldehyde 'cuz it can interrupt the 
breaking down process in sewage treat- 
ment systems. 

Burrito: This sounds too hard ... 
Sweet Corn: You're whining! 
Lasagne: You can get smell stoppers 

right off the grocery store shelf or else you 
can get more specialized, fancy "odor di- 
gesters" from other places ... 

Seafood Fettucini' That F'irst Round 
Knockout sure had us smelling sweet! 

Stir Fry: Any of you ever seen those 
store bought porta-potties or those fancy 
toilets with catchy names and lots of fun- 
nels and hoses ... 

Fettucini: Yeah, those are really easy 
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no food drops and no  dogs to  pull the sled. 
But Sir Ranulph Fiennes set a world record 

for both the longest unsupported polar 
journey and the Arst unsupported crossing of 
Antarctica. The trek, at the rate of 14 miles a 
day, was often tortuous: equipment failure, 
starvation, hypothennia, and bitter blizzards. 
Join Sir Ranulph Fiennes as he shares the mind 

man vs. nature challer 
Antarctic continent. 

On Sale May 9, 1994 

Hat lived near the 
Tohickon, a four mile class III+ 
tributary of the Delaware, an 
hour north of Philadelphia. 
The annual spring and fall 
weekend releases from Lake 
Nockamixon attract hundreds 
of boaters. For the past de- 
cade each fall Hat played host 
to an assortment of fifteen to 
twenty paddlers who gathered 
at his house for a warm place 
to sleep, good food, and, most 
of all, good company. 

Hat always insisted upon 
feeding everyone. He would 
spend the days prior to the re- 
lease cooking himself sense- 
less, while, at the same time, 
he would embark on a project 
to make his home even more 
accommodating to boaters- 
like repainting or remodeling a 
bathroom. 

Last fall Hat needed help 
getting ready for the Tohickon 
crowd. I'm not very good at do- 
mestic chores, but I can master 
some repetitive tasks if I con- 
centrate, so I volunteered to 
run the vacuum. The vacuum 
and I finally collapsed at 10:30 
and I fell asleep on the floor of 
Hat's living room. When I came 
to an hour later Hat was still 
going full tilt. 

Hat was a very active 
boater, bagging seventy-five to 
one hundred days a year. I 
used to get a little envious, but 
then I would remember that he 
was racing against time. He 
was born with a heart defect, a 
defect which severely limited 
his activities until he was 19. 
At that time he volunteered for 
experimental surgery and an 
artificial valve was inserted in 
his heart. 

This prosthesis completely 
transformed Hat's life. He be- 
came capable of vigorous ac- 
tivity... and he took full adm- 
tage of it. He kept himself in 
excellent shape. A few weeks 
after his second open heart o p  
eration he was skiing in Jack- 
son Hole. Once he came back 
to help me carry my boat up 
the grueling climb at the 
Gauley's Panther Creek take- 
out! He lived life non-stop; he 

was not interested in "slowing 
down" or %king it easy". 

I think he may even have 
felt that sleep robbed him of 
precious t h e .  He often ran 
himself down and we would 
coax him to slow down just a 
little. But, as best I can tell, he 
never took that advice. We all 
knew what motivated Hat. 

Last year Hat complained 
that he felt a little tired clirnb- 
ing out at Panther Creek. 

I said, "Hat you're 43, so 
join the club." I didn't take his 
complaint seriously. 

Last fall the Tohickon 
weekend was conducted in 
classic Hat style. Non-stop, 
multiple activities at home, 
two runs on the river on Satur- 
day and two very cooooold 
runs on Sunday. He paddled 
strongly both days. 

About 8 p.m. Sunday night 
Hat called and said he had the 
post-party blues. This was typi- 
cal. He asked if I could come 
over and I said, "Hat, aren't 
you tired? Why don't you get 
some sleep?" 

I know I was beat and I'd 
only made one run on Sunday. 

"Yeah, I'm tired," Hat re- 
plied. "Maybe I'll get to bed 
early." 

We made plans for him to 
visit mid-week. I comple- 
mented his cooking and 
thanked him, once again, for 
making the Tohickon week- 
ends so special. We talked a 
while longer, making plans for 
a similar rendezvous at the 
spring release. 

Hat died later that evening. 
We still can't grasp the fact 

that he's gone. There's a big 
hole in our lives where Hat 
used to be. 

Don't feel sorry for Hat. 
He thoroughly enjoyed his life 
and he passed away after 
spending an active weekend 
doing what he liked best. Our 
loss is that he won't around 
any more to enhance the qual- 
ity of our lives. 

But this sensitive, gentle 
man will always remain with 
us, living in our memories.. 
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SUSPECT 
by Jonathan Katz 

John Largebill, widely aclmowledged as the finest paddler in 
the United States, suffered a major setback in his drive to come 
out of retirement when he was struck in the wrist by an unidenti- 
fied assailant while training on the Savage River in Maryland. An 
unknown man attacked Largebill in an eddy on the Savage, hit- 
ting him once in the left wrist with the edge of a kayak paddle. 

Largebill sustained a displaced fracture of the navicular bone 
and was immediately taken to Bethesda Naval Hospital where or- 
thopedic surgeons operated, screwing the bone fragments back 
together with stainless steel hardware. Largebill is resting com- 
fortably in good condition, but will be unable to paddle for at 
least six months. Doctors say it is too soon to tell whether he 
will recover sufficient wrist flexibility to kayak again at his - - 
former world championship level. 

Largebill was scratched from the US Nationals which take 
place in four days. He was scheduled to race there for the first 
time since announcing his retirement from world competition in 
1992. Reportedly in top condition, he was a prohibitive favorite 
to win his eighth US championship. 

Police are investigating. They describe the assailant as a 
white male, about 28 years old, with blonde hair and blue eyes, 
standing about 5'10" tall and weighting 290 pounds, last seen 
wearing a bright blue Kokatat drysuit and paddling down the 
Savage River in a blue Dagger Crossfire. 

The description matches that of one Mark Chopper, former 
nosetackle and Klansman, who has recently started racing on the 
whitewater slalom circuit in the eastern US. Attempts to contact 
Chopper at McBride Omaha Chemical Company, where he 
works as an applied physicist, were unsuccessful. The reception- 
ist there reported that Chopper had taken a week off to train for 
the Nationals on the Savage River and was not in a position to re- 
turn calls. 

When told that Chopper was a suspect in the brutal attack on 
Largebill, she replied "So what else is new? Last week he bit me 
on the neck," and hung up the phone. 

Chopper's attorney, Barbara "Barb" Weler, would not ad lib 
for the press. She read a prepared statement from the steps of 
the Deertield County Courthouse where she works as a public 
defender, and as retained criminal defense counsel for McBride- 
Omaha employees accused of major felonies. 

The statement read as  follows: 
"Chopper is totally innocent, a lamb among the wolves of the 

world. No way would he tap that man on the wrist with a paddle. 
If he wanted to take him out, he'd tear off one of his arms and 
beat him to death with it." 

SAVAGE RIVER UPDATE ... LATE BREAKING NEWS 
by Jonathan Katz 
Competing with a cast on his left wrist four days after having 

surgery to repair a fractured navicular bone, John Largebill easily 
won his ninth US National Kayak Championship against a tough 

field. Afterward, Largebill spoke to the media for the first time 
since he was assaulted on the Savage River less than a week ago. 

"My coaches always taught me to recognize the difference 
between pain and injury." 

"This," he said, waving the cast in the air, "is pain, and pain is 
al l  in the mind. It can be overcome with drugs, if you take 
enough, in the right combinations. McBride mixed me some spe- 
cial stuff and shot me up before the race. It worked just fine. 
Right now I am feeling no pain." 

"I train hard, and only serious injury or death can slow me 
down. For example, if Chopper had tom off one of my arms and 
beaten me to death with it, I would have missed at least two 
weeks of practice." 

"As for Chopper, he and I both know it was him. I'm loading 
up, and training for the Biathlon. I'll see him on the Ocoee." 

With that, Largebill whipped a TEC-9 out of his lifejacket and 
fired a quick burst at a tree, sawing it down. 

So bunker up for the Biathlon. The full auto competition 
promises to be a real shoot-out.. 

10281 Hwy 50, Howard, Colorado 81233 

A he Arkansas River provides a n  extraordinary 
classroom for learning thehrt of paddling a kayak 
or canoe. RMOC is right in the middle of one hun- 
dred miles of beautiful river, ranging from easy first- 
day-in-a-boat water to the stuff experts dream 
about. We can always match your skills and desires 
with the right stretch of water. 

We offer weekend semi- 
nars, private instruction, Looking for something 
custom designed instruction 
packaqes and ACA certifica- different and extraordinaly? 
tion in-~iver Rescue, Kayak 
and Canoe instruction. Ask us about paddling 

amidst the waterfalls and 

lush jungles of Honduras. 

Summer or winter it's green! 
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by Jonathan Katz 

Idiot! Idiot! Idiot! 
The word kept rattling through the 

empty space in my skull. It was the only 
explanation for my predicament, paddling 
my open boat at the verge of death on a 
rain-swollen, unknown Class Four river. I 
was 

somewhere in the wilds of North 
Ontario and it was two o'clock in the 
morning. 

None of my river safety instructors- 
and nothing I'd ever read in any American 
Whitewater Affiliation publication, by 
Footebridge or anyone e l s ehad  pre- 
pared me for the suicidal folly of paddling 
enormous whitewater at night. I guess 
they figure there are some things they just 
don't have to teach. Well, they're wrong, 
and if I lived through this I'd let them 
know. 

At least I wasn't alone. McBride was 
leading in his kayak. His 

red stern lights were dimly visible in 
the big water twenty yards ahead. Chop 
per and P.T. were in a raft somewhere in 
the darkness. Behind me was our 
"backup", a second raft containing Gun- 
smith,Ax, and half a dozen heavily armed 
hoodlums, members of the Rabid Dogs 
Motorcycle and Kayak Club. 

We were on our way to an interna- 
tional incident, possibly even a massacre, 
and the only person in the least concerned 
was me. 

As  for the bikers, their motto was "Up 
For Anything". They didn't seem to care 
that they were going to drown or get shot 
by fear-crazed prison guards. I cared, but I 
didn't count. I'd given up my vote when I 
put on the river. 

A week earlier I'd been sitting at my 
desk, making meaningless investment de- 
cisions for a faceless, heartless conglomer- 
ate, when my secretary told me she had an 
incoherent man on the phone who would 
not hang up. I took the call and recog- 
nized the voice instantly. It was "Bam 
Bam" McBride. 

Normally at least half rational, he was 
twitching with hysteria, screaming "He's 
alive! He's alive!" over and over again. 

I thought I knew who he was talking 
about, and when he gasped out the name 
Omaha, I ran out the door. Duty called. 

I raced up to the dilapidated factory 
on the banks of the Deerfield 
world headquarters for the McBride- 
Omaha Chemical Company, the employer 
of last resort for all the whitewater crazed 

mad scientists I knew. 
It was surely another hoax. Omaha 

had killed himself paddling his open canoe 
over Niagara Falls. He'd been dead two 
months, his body claimed by the river. 
Keystone Beer bought the videotape of his 
final plunge and was planning to air it dur- 
ing the Indianapolis 500. We were starting 
to adjust to life without Omaha: after years 
of bedlam things were returning to nor- 
mal. 

How could he have lived through the 
pounding he'd taken in the churning froth 
at the base of the Falls? And how nuts 
would he drive us if he came back? We 
had no answers. 

But McBride had heard a rumor from a 
Mohawk squirt boater in Ontario and that 
was enough for him. "He's in 
Penatanguishine." 

"What's that?" asked Gunsmith. 
"Where's that?" asked Chopper. 
Who's she?" asked Arden Tygart, the 

cause of all the trouble. 
It was the unrequited love of Arden 

that had driven Ken Omaha to attempt 
Niagra Falls. 

"Jealous woman! Penatanguishine 
Mental Health Center, North Bay, Ontario. 
It's Canada's most dreaded asylum for the 
criminally insane. If Omaha's alive and 
he's in there, we have to get him out." 

"You sure it's him?" Gunsmith asked. 
'Can't say for certain: the story comes 

out of Penatanguishine East Mental Health 
Camp. An inmate stole a handgun from a 
guard, and started shooting pigeons on the 
fly. Bagged 17 out of 17. The guard gave 
him another clip and he shot another 6 for 
6 before he ran out of birds. Nobody in 
the world could do that with a nine milli- 
meter except Omaha." 

"How we gonna get him?" 
"Good question. Diplomacy's useless. 

I met with a guy from the American Em- 
bassy named Dweeb, who knew all about 
Omaha. He said, 'Give me one good rea- 
son the United States of America should 
lift one finger to bring that maniac back 
home.' And when all I could suggest was 
free beer, he threw me out of his office." 

McBride continued. "Penatanguishine 
East is in Algonquin Provincial Park, in- 
side a stockade on the Petawawa River. 
Supposedly the river is Class 3-4, but no- 
body I know has done it. If we land a sea- 
plane on a lake upstream and put on at 
night, we can sneak over the camp wall, 
grab Omaha and paddle off. The other 
possibility is an air assault, but the only 
person I know who could get us a helicop 

ter gunship is Omaha And he's dead or 
locked up or both. Either way he's useless 
to us." 

Then Chopper suggested the answer 
that sealed our doom. "We'll need ground 
troops. The Rabid Dogs will do anything, 
but we'll owe them, and who knows what 
they'll want. There's no saying no to those 
people. If they ask, they get" 

Nobody had any better ideas, so we 
went to the Dogs. 

The Dog who howled loudest, and the 
leader of the pack, was Thomas Ephriam 
Tyburskiewicz, who hated "Tommie" and 
called himself Ax. He was lean, blonde 
and very suave. But in matters of violence 
he was savage. "Firepower you need? 
Firepower we got." 

Thus he committed his club to a night 
raft assault on Canada's most secure psy- 
chiatric prison. There was, of course, a 
catch. "McBride, you owe us one. Well 
tell you when and where." 

If you owed the Rabid Dogs you paid 
in blood. McBride loved his partner, dead 
or alive: he'd just signed on to die for him. 
The Dogs had signed on to die as well, and 
they barely knew Omaha. They were just 
in it for kicks. 

They hijacked a pair of big seaplanes 
Like a New York car thief steals a used 
Chevy in Amish country, and on the way 
to what they called "the target" they 
treated us to the Dog Cheer: 

Ax: Whatare we? 
PackDOGS! 
Ax: How do we live? 
PackRABID! 
Ax: How do we die? 
PackRABID! 
Ax: Live like a Dog! 
PackDOGS! 
Ax: Die like a Dog! 
PackDOGS! 
Ax: What are we up for? 
PackANYTHING!!! 
All: U!F!A! U!F!A! U!F!A! 
These people were stoked. I asked 

someone what UFA stood for. "Up For 
Anything!" he snarled, and I knew then 
that he was at least as sick as the poor in- 
mates at Penatanguishine, lost souls who 
had no idea what kind of hell was about to 
descend on them for the purpose of free- 
ing Omaha 

The Dogs weren't kidding about the 
firepower either. They dressed like small 
arms museums, bedecked in the latest ar- 
ray of full auto finery, and carried enough 
rockets and grenades to win a small war. 
Omaha-if he was really alive and in 
there--was going to go out with a bang. 

But we had to get there first, and the 
man who wrote that getting there was only 
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half the battle never boated the Petawawa 
at night. It had rained for two days, and 
the river was bankfull and ripping. We put 
on at dusk, switched on the little red pen- 
lights tied to the sterns of our boats, and 
headed down river, into water that was far 
bigger and steeper than we anticipated. 
The light faded to twilight, then blackness. 
Our visual range shortened. Scouting be- 
came useless. Now I could see less than 
fifteen feet and I was paddling on reflex 
sharpened by fear. 

The banks of the river were lost in 
darkness. It could have been a mile wide. 
I had no idea what was in front of me. I'd 
been staring at McBride's taillight for 
hours, trying to estimate how big the 
waves were, trying to line up for the drops, 
trying desperately not to swim. Even with 
extra flotation the cockpit of my canoe 
was swamped, and I was paddling and 
bailing and cursing and screaming into the 
miniature radios we were wearing, "Eddy 
out!" "Bailing!" "Wait for me!" 

Somehow we stayed together, but the 
water was getting meaner and I was terri- 
fied, overdosed on adrenalin, strung out or 
staying alive. 

Now I saw McBride's night light d ip  
ping and swooping. Big water coming. Big 
wave. Quarter it. Fight it off. McBride's 
light dipped. Hole! Punch it! BAM! 

My stem slammed a rock; the canoe 

stalled. Paddle hard! Hard! Lean, brace! 
OK, I'm out, it worked. 
Then his light disappeared. Drop! 

The bow slid down and I saw the hole, 
and sensed the boulders. BLAM! I hit a 
rock, slewed sideways and the hole had 
me. Throw out the brace ..... too late! The 
river sucked me down, ripped me out of 
the boat. Swimming! Tumbling somer- 
sault in the hydraulic, deep under. Rock 
whacks me in the side, straightens me out. 
Up! Air!! Orient .... feet downstream. Blind, 
feeling the current. Rock! Kick away from 
it, slide into a hole, sucked down, tumbled 
again, choking now, water in the nose, 
don't panic, hang on to the paddle, up 
again, big wave in the face, up the nose, 
dark, choking again, drowning? 

Then head up again and hearing that 
sound, that blessed sound: THWOCK! 
Ropegun! and feeling the bag slam into 
my helmet, Chopper's aim dead on at a 
hundred feet -at night- on the Edge of The 
End. 

Grab the rope! Hold it! Love it! 
Never let it go! And feeling the river 
sweep me into the shore, pendulum into a 
boulder SMASH in the face, not caring 
now, Chopper had me, holding his ground, 
nosetackle strong, the Great Pyramid on 
belay. Swinging into shallow water, get- 
ting to my feet, alive, unhurt, shaking and 
laughing, remembering to tell them we're 

professionals, don't try this at home .... 
My boat was gone, somewhere down 

the raging Petawawa, vanished in the 
night. Then my ear piece crackled. 
McBride calling. He had it. A one-kayak 
class four rescue of a swamped open boat 
at night in enemy territory... the man can 
paddle! 

Catch my breath, taste blood, Chopper 
telling me I'll live to drink bad beer again. 
And McBride's voice in my ear piece, 
soothing, "Close your eyes. Feel the wa- 
ter. Become one with the river. You don't 
need to see to paddle." Zen garbage. 

Get back on the horse, peel out into 
the black and brutal current, relax now; 
and five minutes later, round the bend, the 
lights and guard towers of 
Penatanguishhe. 

The stockade stood on a steep bluff 
twenty feet above the river and the wall 
was thirty feet high. No sweat. Ax and 
company took to the trees with their rock- 
ets. Chopper reloaded the rope gun and 
fired from deep shadow. THWOCK! The 
nylon sailed over the wall, the grapnel end 
caught. McBride clipped on his jumars 
and ascended up and over, dead quiet. 
Nobody saw him. 

He whispered into the mike for Chop- 
per and me to follow. Five minutes later 
we were hiding in the shadow of an out- 

I building. Just a small group of American 
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tourists, strolling the grounds of Canada's 
maximum security psychiatric prison at 
three am.-took a wrong turn, officer. 
Sorry. 

Only problem was, no Omaha 
"All right, McBride, Chopper de- 

manded, "Where the hell is he?" 
Our genius chemist responded with a 

shrug. "Haven't a clue. He's in here some- 
where." 

Then I got mad. "You mean to tell me 
you dragged me up here into the boonies, 
damn near drowned me in the dark on that 
stupid river, busted me &Q a loony bin to 
rescue your dead partner-who is, by the 
way, the only idiot I know dumb enough to 
paddle Niagara Falls--and you don't even 
know his room number?? Why don't you 
just ring the front desk and ask? And 
while you're at it, tell room service to 
send up a midnight snack and a couple of 
bottles of Dom Perignon. Maybe we can 
pick up some girls in here." 

"Have you finished your tantrum?" 
McBride asked. "All we have to do is c ap  
ture a guard and ask him where they keep 
Omaha If he won't tell us, Chopper can sit 
on him." Chopper weighed 290. The 
guard would talk. 

Suddenly we were pinned in the 
beams of half a dozen spotlights and the 
camp PA. boomed, "Hold your fire, tur- 
keys, its Molson time!" 

It was Omaha! Alive, and waiting for 
us! 

"Hold your fire. " McBride radioed to 
Ax, who had the camp zeroed in from the 
trees. 

"You mean we're not going to get to 
shoot anybody?" he asked. 

"That's right. At least not here." 
Omaha walked into the floodlights, 

holding hands with a six foot blonde wear- 
ing a nurse's uniform and high heels. They 
were accompanied by a man in a business 
suit, who introduced himself as Doctor 
DeShaine, Medical Director. Omaha stood 
there grinning while the suit got down to 
business. 

"Omaha is yours for the asking. Just 
sign a receipt and get him the hell out of 
my hospital. I'm trying to care for the 
mentally ill here and Omaha is driving me 
crazy. He's not sick, he's just nuts. He se- 
duces nurses, makes hooch in his room, 
steals guns, shoots wildlife, and keeps 
raving about how he's going to take the 
staff on a recreational boat trip down the 
Taureau Gorge. 

I've tried drugging him, but its useless: 
he likes drugs. I'd have released him 
months ago, but your country won't take 
him back. And I can't blame them one bit. 
You get him out of my sight right now and 
I'll put in a good word for you about steal- 
ing the seaplanes." 

Then Omaha and the spectacular 
blonde strolled over. He looked healthy, 
he'd put on some weight, and if his trip 
over Niagara Falls had hurt him, it didn't 
show. 

He greeted McBride formally. "Hey 
Barn Bam. Still shooting low?" 

"So you a alive," McBride replied. 
"Just get us some beers before I change 
my mind and leave you in here. And by 
the way, I've got your boat." 

The warden let us sleep in some empty 
cells till morning. Then he treated us to a 
massive Canadian breakfast and walked 
us to the river to say good-bye. 

Kenny Omaha--drinker, boater, 
marksman, Class Six Guy-turned to the 
gorgeous nurse who had become his lover 
in Canada's most dreaded psychiatric 
prison. 

"Sorry, Yvonne, I have to leave now," 
he said, "But don't worry. I'll be back." 

He kissed her soft, wondrous mouth 
and jumped into the raft with Chopper and 
P.T.. He waved to her as we cast off down 
river. Suddenly she dove into the water in 
her uniform and pumps, swimming hard 
for Omaha's raft. She caught the lines and 

Chopper lifted her in. She smiled, drip 
ping wet, makeup running, and snuggled 
in beside Omaha, who didn't look disap 
pointed. 

He was testing the action on an auto- 
matic he'd taken from one of the Dogs. 

"I love you, Omaha," she said, "and I 
want to do the Taureau with you. It 
sounds so romantic." Omaha grinned and 
cracked the seal on a bottle of Crown 
Royal. 

He was back. And not alone. 
But what would Arden Tygart say? 

And, more importantly, what would Arden 
Tygart do? 

We tied the boats to the rafts and 
pulled alongside. "Have a Keystone." 
McBride called, tossing Omaha a beer. 
"We sold the video of your Niagara Falls 
run to the brewer and got another year's 
supply." 

"You what???" Omaha exploded. "You 
idiot! I was under contract to Molson for 
that stunt. They were going to pay 
a fortune!" 

"So have another beer." McBride said 
to him. "We got plenty.". 
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b LA CANOE* Exceptional Value, Durability and Performance 

since 7964. . . 
Feature For Feature We Meet Or Exceed Our Competition! 

WORLD LEADER IN SHORT WHITEWATER PLAYBOATS 
DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF WHITEWATER CANOES SINCE 1971 

NEW! WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT 

MOHAWK'S NEW PROBES, viper-like performance, 
yet extremely user friendly. Superb final stability, 
dry, agile and quick to accelerate. This is a play- 
boat you may never outgrow. The paddlers who 
own these boats rave about them. 
MOHAWK VIPERS, dry, quick and agile. A real 
winner if you can handle the edge. 
XL SERIES, dry, stable, user friendly. A Mohawk 
Classic. 

FACTlIRY 
SPECS: LENGTH 
XL13 13'3" 
XL14 14'3" 
XL15 15'4" 
VIPER 11 11'6" 
VIPER 12 12'6" 
PROBE11 11'8" 
PROBE 12 12'8" 

BEAM - 
30" 
32'5" 
35" 
26.25" 
27.25" 
28" 
28.5" 

MPTH WEIGHT LIST 
15'5" 561bs. $810 
15'5" 60 Ibs. $825 
15'5" 651bs. $840 
15'5" 451bs. $795 
15.5" 49 Ibs. $795 
15.5" 45 Ibs. $795 
15.5" 49 Ibs. $795 

. . . - . - . . . 
DIRECT 
$567.00 
$577.50 
$588.00 
$556.50 
$556.50 
$556.50 
$556.50 

MOHAWK VIPERS, 
Winner 1993 World 

Rodeo, Ist, 2nd & 3rd 
11' & 12' Probes and 
Vipers Factory Direct 

$556.50 Each 

Whitewater playboats are 
available fully outfitted and 
ready to paddle. Add $225 
(solo) includes: Foam Sad- 
dlelKnee PadslThig h Straps1 
Yakima Foot BraceslAir 
Bags and Quick Disconnect 
Lacing Kit. 

XL I 5  AND XL 74 
A VAILA BL E 

OUTFImED FOR 
TANDEM PADDLING 

mdhwk Cbnaa 
963 N. CR 427, LONG WOOD, FL 32750 
(407) 834-3233, Fax (407) 834-0292 

has one of the sharpest and most efficient entries of any Royalex 
Canoe. The shallow arch bottom gives it very good initial and final 
stability. This is one of our most popular tandem canoes for both wilder- 
ness tripping and general recreation use. It is also a formidable down- 
river whitewater racer. 

INTREPID 16-17. . . This dry, high volume canoe, with a slightly 
arched and moderately rockered bottom, is one of the most versatile of 
our canoes. Very stable and dry, it's at home running whitewater rivers 
or carrying fishermen to their favorite fishing spot. The 17' Intrepid has 
few equals as a stable load-carrying wilderness tripper. 

SPORT 14. . . The Sport, with its wide full bottom, offers generous 
stability for fishing and bird watching. This compact, lightweight canoe 
is available in Royalex or R-84 Royalite. 

CHALLENGER . . . A delight to paddle, this Jensen-design solo 
canoe has good tracking and paddling ease in the flats, yet is dry and 
nimble when the going gets rough. Canoe Magazine quotes: "An excel- 
lent canoe for rocky streams with a mix of flat to moderate whitewater." 

SOLO 13. . . A compact, lightweight and strikingly beautiful canoe 
with a tucked-in center section and detailed lines molded into the bow 
and stern. Nimble on the water, this boat is a delight to paddle. A joy on 
small twisty creeks - yet with its flared bow and sides, it easily handles 
moderate whitewater and choppy lakes. Great for small paddlers, but it 
won't let the 200 pounders down. Discover the ultimate pleasure in 
canoeing: Solo paddling in a Solo 13 by Mohawk. 

BEAM BEAM 4" BOW APPROX. SUGG. FACTORY 
MODEL LENGTH GUNWALE WATERLINE DEPTH HEIGHT WEIGHT US1 DIRECT 

CHALLENGER 
SPORT 14 
NOVA 16 
NOVA 17 
INTREPID 16 
INTREPID 17 

ROYALEX 
31.00 30.50 
37.75 35.63 
35.00 34.00 
35.00 34.00 
35.00 33.50 

: MATERIAL 
14.00 20.00 
13.25 20.00 
14.50 21.00 
14.80 21.00 
14.00 21.50 

R-84 ROYALlTE MATERIAL 
NOVA 16 16' 35.00 34.00 14.5 21.00 57 $785.00 $549.50 
SPORT14 14' 37.75 35.63 13.25 20.00 54 $750.00 $525.00 
SOLO 13 13' 29.00 30.25 12.50 18.00 35 $535.00 $374.50 

NEW MATERIAL 
Pioneers in the de- 
velopment and use of 
R-84 Foamed Core 
Royalite. The Vipers 
that won the 92193 
Ocoee Rodeo and the 
1993 World Rodeo 
were made of R-84 
Royal i te  ( foamed 
core). 
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