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The Fall Guy

by Bob Gedekoh

I've beencruising by thewaterfall on
my way to the Yough for moret han ade-
cade, but | never spotted it until a month
ago. | worry that might be an omen.

| can't helpit. | wasraised Presbyte-
rian and Presbyterians believein predesti-
nation. So | ask mysdlf,"Wasit divinein-
terventionthat kept mefrom noticingthis
twenty plusfoot beauty sooner?'

And, more ominoudy, what cosmic
forcesled meto discoverit now? Wasit
just serendipity, or wasit synchronicity?
How can | be certainthat the River God
isn't tryingtoluremeinto somekind of
aguaticfiasco?

Thewaterfal in questionislocated on
atiny, unremarkablestream that empties
into the Y oughiogheny on the outskirts of
Connéllsville. Addefromthefalls, which
aresituatedin astunninggrotto,thi s creek
seemsto have no redeemingqualities. Itis
classIlat best and littered with strainers
and the usual detritusthat despoilsso
many roadside A ppalachian streams.

But the beauty of thefallsisso great
that it haseven overwhelmedthe primal
instinctsof thelocal adol escents, who
have spray painted obscenitiesand decla-
rationsdf undyingloveonvirtualy every
other structure withinafive mileradiusof
town. Yes the Connellsville delinquents
havesparedthefdls. Amazingly,sur-
rounded by urbansqualor,thefalsremain
pristine.

But, you say, enoughof this B.S Who
careshow pretty they are? Let's cuttothe
quick, Bob. Arethey or arethey not
runnable?

L2

Widl, theanswer to that questionis
that | don't know. Theapproachlooks
straightforwardand thereseemsto be ad-
eguateflow, at | east after ageneroustrain.
Thereisamodest pool at the bottom,
about twenty feet in diameter, followed by
aclass1lrun out. The unanswered ques-
tionis, "How deep isthat pool ?“

I've stopped and eyeballed thesefalls
a least five timesduring the past month
and 1 ill haven't addressedthat issue.

"W, Bob", you ask, "What the hell
areyou waitingfor?"

Tenyearsago | would haveresolved
thi sissueon thefirst day | spotted the
fals. | would have climbed downinto that
grotto and probed that pool with a stick.
Or donned my wetsuit and gonefor an ex-
ploratory swim.

| wasgung hothen, full of bravado
and anxiousto proveny mettle. | wanted
to becomeabig fishin (what | now know

i
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to be) thetiny pond of whitewater boaters.
Inthose days| was pretty goofy.

If | hed discoveredthi s waterfalin the
old days, | would haveimagined mysdlf
saling over thelip, skyrocketingthrough
thear, my paddle held high, thesunlight
inmy face. | would haveimagined plung-
ing deep into the crystallinechampagneat
itsbase, then popping to thesurfacelikea
yoyo. | would haveimagined what afine
picturethi s would al make.

I'll admit that someof thesefantasies
gtill crossmy mindwhen | stop to admire
my newfoundfdls. But nowadaysthese
frivolousimagestravel inthe company of
some more somber considerations.

Likewhat it would beliketolandin-
correctly and wind up withacompression
fracture of thespine. Or piton on arock
and break my ankles. Or cartwheel and
tumbleand recirculatewith a did ocated
shoulder.

| guessthereasonthat | haven't gotten
aroundto checking the depth of the pool
at the bottom of my fallsisthat part of me
isn't dl that eager tor un them.

You see, afew yearsago| nearly died
in an automobileaccident. | spent aweek
inan ICU and nearly three monthsin bed.
| had four surgical procedures, blood
transfusions, meta platesin my ar mand
leg, casts, physical therapy... theworks.

| do not remember having one of those
mystica near death experiencesthat you
read about inthe National Enquirer, but
somehow | cameaway from the accidenta
lot lessafraid of dying. Having been close
todeath, | havean unexplainablecertainty
that it will not beall that bad.

But whilethat accident diminishedmy
fear of dying,itleft mewithavery healthy
respect for painand disability. Several
subsequent|ess consequential, but none-
thel essunpl easant, boatinginjureshave
reinforced thesefedings.
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Thebad thing about painisthat it re-
dly, redly hurts! Youd besurprised how
bad canbe! Anditlastsandlastsalong,
longtime!

Oh, | understand the evol utionary and
neurophysiologicbasisdf pain. | know
what purposeit serves. It warns usthat we
haveinjured something,that we need to
curtail our activities. Protect the wounded
part; dlowittohea. Butthere oughtto
be a better way to accomplishthis.

For instance, what if human beings
came equippedwitha pand of idiotlights
likethe oneson the dashboardof our
cars?Thelightsthat flashwhen the radia-
tor isoverheatingor the oil islow or aseat
belt isunfastened.

Alittlelight on our panel could flash
"Right elbow injured!" We could stop what
we were doing, eval uatethe situation, and
makearrangementsto see a doctor at our
convenienceto get the elbow fixed.

But nosuch luck. Wekre stuck with

n.

Actudly painisn't so bad whenthere
are membersof the oppositesex around.
Thenyou can act tough and get sympathy.
Unfortunatdly, | find it difficult to act
toughforlong. After an hourortwolin-
evitably start to whine. And the opposite
sex haslittletolerancefor sniveling. Once
you start to snivel you might aswell look
for sympathy betweensin and syphilisin
thedictionary!

| have al so discovered that the amount
of sympathy that you receivedependson
how you sustainaninjury. Th's seemsto
be particularlytruein thework place. Like
most boaters,| work withalot of couch

potatoeswhoseidead livingdangerously [

isridinga FerrisWhed.

If you dlip onsomeiceontheway to
churchand break your wrist, they will
drownyouin pity. Evenif youfdl and
crack your headin adrunkenstupor & a
Superbowl Party, youll get agood dose of
sympathy.

But don't dare tell them you broke
your ankles paddling a kayak over some-
thing called the Big Splat. That kind of an-
nouncement will only earn you howlsof
derision.

"Forty-twoyearsold.... aprofes-
sional.... and still actinglikean adoles-
cent... It'shard to imagineanyone could
bethat stupid! Anyonewho does anything
that dumb deserveswhat they get!" And
these peopleare empathetic, compassion-
ate hedlth care professional saffiliated
withamajor religiousorder! Imagine
what would happenif | worked with red
estate agents? Or lawyers!

Disability isanother good reason not
toget hurt ontheriver. A perfect graphic
definitiondf the wordinconvenience
would beapicturecof apair of crutchesor

isto comb your hair or brush your teeth
ior pick your nose) with your left hand!
Afew yearsagoafriend of minewas
inafull leg cast after sustaining a kneein-
Jury onthe Upper Yough. Desperately
needing groceries, shedroveto the super-
T inarket, parked in the handi capped space,
—and started to hobbleintothe store on
“erutches. Just thenan old lady accosted
Ther with a cane, screeching obscenities, all
“Beeanse my friend did not havea handi-
~Tapped licenceplate! | guessthat's what
_happens whenyou don't havetheright
_credentials.
Yau can't takea bath withacast and it

tcheslike hdl. And dl the whiletheim-
{_mobilized body part withersand atro-

jhies. By thetimethecast comesoff your

"arm or leglookslikesomethingthat be-
;'"Emgs on ababy bird, except it's covered
i with shaggy stripsof dead skin instead of
'-léathers Asif thatisn't disgustingenough,

know for afact that sometimesfliesand
ugs go down into castsand lay their eggs

{“and then they hatchand...

Old folkslike medon't heal very fast

| either. When you aretwenty your blood-
|~ stream ispolluted with testosteroneor es-

ogen and your bones heal in minutes!
["But when you hit forty you quit making
[ mormones and, unlessyou takethe right
_|>_1Us your bonesand musclesturn to
in

No wonder I've becomesuch a
weenie. No wonder | haven't figured out
"~ Thow deep that pool is.
But | haven't givenup onthefalls. |
llaveaplan, and thisvery Forum is part of
| know perfectly well that alot of hot,
voung, gonzo paddlersaregoingto read
Ehisarticle, dig out their topos, and cruise
" Connellsvilletill they locatermy falls.
They’ll check out the pool and if it seems
Talf way deep enough, they'll runit. These
people are pretty goofy.
If, and when, | hear that twenty or
fhirty of them havetackledit without get-
|

a cast. You would besurprised how hardit™

—FORUM
“tinghurt, T mightgiveitatry.
Y outh, courageand strengthisno
matchfor age, experienceand treachery.
Andif | get aroundto runningthefals,
I'll makesure that thelightisjust right and
‘that someone catchesit on film.
Thenll slapthat pictureright onthe
cover o thismagazine.
Editorscan get away with stuff like
that!
Evenold, decrepid, wimpy oned.
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WHITEWATER
CREDENTIALS
CONTROVERSY

BOY.... DO WE GET

The followinglettersare
iN response to the Forum
published iNthe March/April
issue of American
Whitewater entitled “The
River Decides: Torefresh
your memory, inthat article
| questioned thevalidity of
variouswhitewater safety
and instruction
credentialing programs.

Gedekoh

NANTAHALA QUTDOOR CENTER

B2

ACA EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S

RESPONSE

Dear Mr. Gedekoh:

| read with greatinterest
(and considerable consterna-
tion) your editorial entitled
"The River Decides'inthe
January/February 1994issuecf
the AWA Journal. As| under-
stand it, you appear to be upset
about a number of different
safety and instructional issues
al at thesametime, and you
I also appear to be extremely
disturbed by the safety educa
tion activitiesof the American
Canoe Associationin general.
Frankly, I'm moreconcerned
with your remarksregarding

ate an opportunity to reply be-
foreyour readership.
Based onthemail and tele-

13077 HWY 19w BRYSON

WHITEWATER CATALOG
800 367-3521

FAX 704 488-2498

il o

WHITEWATER GEAR (& MORE!) FROM THE EXPERTS

CITyY, NC 28713

thelatter, and | would appreci- |

phone calls I've beenreceiving il
from ACA aswdl asAWA
"safety experts’ asaresult of
your editorial, | believet het
you'll findlittlesupport for
your ego-driven, albeit novel
proposal that only ClassV ped-
dlersshouldbe certified as
whitewater instructors. Promi-
nentinstructorsinvolvedin
both of our organizationshave
indicatedtheir strong disagree-
ment with your position. The
andogy one highly qudifiedin-
structor (and AWA ClassV
paddler) suggested isthat "all
first gradeteachersshould be
PhD’s qualified to teach at the
post graduatelevd... whilethat
may bedesirable, it's impracti-
cal and totally unnecessary
given theteaching environ-
ment, audience, and thelevel
of competency expected of the
students.”

Bab, | realythirk you
should reconsideryour posi-
tiononthi sissue.

Asl indicated before, what
redly disturbed mewasthe
negativesentiment you ex-
pressedin your editorial to-
wardsthe ACA'swell estab-
lished record of publicservice
inthefield of boating educa-
tion, specificallyour successin
securing U.S Coast Guard
(USCG) grant support to carry
out avariety of vauablesafety
education projects. I'm ex-
tremely proud of the ACA's ac-
complishmentsinthi s area,
and | think your criticism
show alack of understanding
of both the ACA's missionand
theintent of these USCG grant
moneys, aswell asageneral
lack of concernfor thewelfare
of the paddling community as
awhole.

For therecord,since 1984
the ACA hassecured atotal of
ten different USCG Boating
Safety Grants. Without tak ng
the space hereto detail theim-
pressiveresultsof each of
these grant-fundedprojects (il
will beglad todo so upon re-
quest), our recordsshowthet
through theseprojectsthe
ACA hasdevelopedand dis-
tributed moret han onemillion
piecesof safety literature,in-
structional books, videos, and
other educational resourcema-
terials. Withthetwo USCG
grant projectswere currently

e
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~workingon (the National Liv-

ery Safety System and the
Tra n the TrainersProgram),
we expect to directlyimpact
several millionmoreindividu-
al s over the next threeyears.
In additionto havingthe
satisfactionof knowing that
these joint ACA/USCG projects
havesavedlivesand prevented
injuriesin countlessinstances
over theyears, | think it's
worth notingthat the ACA has
been the only paddlesport or-
ganization (outside of two
grantsto the USCA inthe mid-
1980's) to ever successfullyt ap
this USCG grant support. |
don't meanfor thisremark to
sound self-serving, but rather
topointout that if it werenot
for thesuccess of the ACA the
paddlesportswould probably
havefailed to receivea dime of
this funding. | basethis claim
on thefact that for thelast five
yearsthe ACA hasbeenthe
only craft-specific organization
to receiveany USOG grant sup-
port; all other grantswere
awarded to general boating/
safety groups, nearly a | sew-
ing power boatersastheir pri-
mary audience. Eventhe well
organizedsailing community,
for example, hasnot managed
tot ap these USOG resources
despite numerousattempts
year after year by variouspres-
tigioussailing organizations.
Bob, | would think that you
would join other paddl ers(in-
cluding many AWA members)
who have congratulated the
ACA over theyearsfor having
theability to capturesome of
thesefundsfor the paddle
sportsand to managethe diffi-
cult task of generatingsome
first-ratematerialsand pro-
gramsout of agovenunentdi-
rectedinitiative. | would dso
think that you'd be savvy
enough to appreciatethat the
ACA's strong working relation-
shipwiththe USCGisatre-
mendousbenefittoa | pad-
dlerswhenit comesto ex-
pressing our collectiveopin-
ionson variousCoast Guard
initiated mattersof public
palicy; towit, the ACA's |ead-
ershiprolein helpingto repedl
the proposed user feein 19901
31 and the morerecent rolewe
played in effectingmodifica
tionsd the proposed USCG
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FIRST GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Canoe or Kayak of your choice
SECOND GRAND PRIZE:  Dagger Wood Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
THIRD GRAND PRIZE:  Schlegel Duralene Canoe or Kayak Paddle from Headwaters
INDIVIDUAL PRIZES:  AWA/Dagger Paddle -a-thon T-shirts
AWA lapel pins and AWA License plate frames

Enteringis easy and fun!

*Sign up local sponsors to pledge a contribution per river hour paddled by you during June 1993

*l_og your river time on the official entry form
*Collect sponsor proceeds and submit to AWA by July 31, 1994

eReceive your prizes!
*Three highest earning individual participants will be Grand Prize receipients.

For official rules and entry forms, contact:
*AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464 or phone (914) 688-5569

Proceedsto benefit AWA's Whitewater Defense Project. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE PADDLING ON BEHALFOFA CURRENTAWA
AFFILIATE CLUB, ANY MONEY YOU RAISE WILL BE SPLIT WITH 75%TO AWA’S WDPAND 25%FOR YOUR CLUB'S USE IN
ITS CONSERVATION. SAFETY OR TRAINING PROGRAMS. Affiliate participants are also eligible for Individualand Grand Prizes.

Dagger
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ussomethingwhichwe have
doneprofessionallyfor yearsis
an utter waste of timeand
money. Moreover, for theor-
ganizationswho valuethe pro-
gram, itisgoingto beamost
impossibleto create theinfra
structure necessary to regulate
the quality control in who be-
comes"instructortrainers’. In
anation-widesystem of certifi-
cation, it isacertainty that
there will be somevery good
instructor trainersand some
very lousy instructor trainers.
Thelousy instructorswill doa
great deal to underminean a-
ready questionable program.
Whenitisnecessaryfor our
school totraininstructors, we
prefer to train our staff prima-
rily through ajunior instructor
program. Thisway our
younger staff canlearn teach-
ing methodsover the course of
several monthsor even several
yearsby helpingasenior in-
structor with classes, and more
importantly the senior instruc-
tors can assess the junior
instructor'scompetencein
dedling with customers.

Thesepointsboil downto
this: Whenour school hires
new instructors, we could care
lessif they are ACA certifiedor
not. Theskillsthat aretaught
inaweek long certification
classhavelittle bearingon
whether or not instructorswill
satisfy the needsof our stu-
dents. And our current in-
structors do not want totake
timeand money tolearn askill
whichthey haveaready prac-
ticedfor years. Currently, the
certification programismost
appealingto the non-profes-
sional sector of the sport- the
peoplewho arelookingtogo
onestep beyond the advanced
classthey took last summer.
Basicdly,it seemsthat if the
ACA wantstoinstitutethi s
program in kayak schools
acrossthe country,they are
goingto havetodoit through
bruteforce using pressure
frominsurancecompaniesand
by mideadingthe publicthat
thereisadirectlink betweena
certifiedinstructor and asafe,
informativeand fun kayak
class.

John Wdd
Bethesda, Maryland

“DAN QUALE™

GEDEKOH?

Dear Mr. Gedekoh,

| think" instructor sand/
or safety experts' should be
ableto“confidantly (sic)
and safely paddleclassV
water." Butlet's not just pick
on ACA Instructors. Let'sex-
pand theidealisticworld ac-
cordingto Mr. Gedekohto
other areas o our sport.

If instructorsare being
heldtothi s "classV” standard
of care, wheredo wedraw the
linefor club cruiseleaders.
They shouldalso beheldto
this"classV” standard and be
certified EMTs sincethey may
haveto handleallifethreaten-
ing emergencyin aremote
area

Wheat about other safety ar- |

eas? If wedraw thelineat
"classV" for ACA Canoeln-

structorswho are teaching ba-
siccourseson riversthat do
not exceed class 2, then CFR
Instructorsshould all be certi-
fied Paramedicssincethey are
thefolkswho havethe experi-
encedf routinely defibrillating
victimswith heart problems;
firstaidinstructorscan only be
Emergency Room Trauma
Doctors;and, of course, svim-
minglessonscan only be
taught be diverescue special-
igs.

And nowt hat we haveno
health care or safety delivery

¢+ systemfor thegeneral public

with Mr. Gedekoh'shigh stan-
dards, | think we should fur-
ther expand Mr. Gedekoh's
standardsto our publicschool
systemsincewewant quality
and excellencein our educa
tiona system. Teachers
should at | east havea PHD
fromoned our ivy league
schools.

And sincewe have opened
upthis"canof worms” onstan-
dards, what standards should

Running oot of Space and Wﬂm"'

\h have 7 day ilineraries on

T;ri!l for intermediate, advanced and exp

¢
"'".J-"r A

Alsslin's Guides to Alaska's Rivers 48

Simce 1973

some of Alaska's best.

“an editor of the American

Whitewater Journal be held
to? Should an editor be ableto
spell “confida(e)ntly?” It
hasan"e"notan"a" Thank
you Mr. Bab"'Dan Quale”
Gedekoh. | would rather see,
and expect, a well researched
documented articlet han your
pontificationon something you
know nothing about. Why not
survey ACA, ARC, American
Camping Association,and Ca
noe Clubsand find out who, in
fact, isdoingtheinstruction
out thereand whether there
have been any legd problems
asaresultdf poorly quaified,
certified Instructors. | know
for afact that there hasnot!

Sincerely yours,

DavidW. Mason

Instructor Trainer

American Canoe Associa
tion

Savannah, Georgia

For information call 907-T45-5783 g¢ Fax 907- 'H_-"p-ml
P, Bex 113 Chickaloon, AK 9674
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EDITORS REPLY

I rekon my spelin aint
perfeck. Mabbel otter take
me one of them thar spelin
certifikashun corses!

VALUES "REAL
WORLD SKILLS"

Dear Bob,

In caseyoufaceatorrent
of negativeletters regarding
your last editorial regarding
"trained experts,” let mesay
that | agreewithyou.

Whileall the well-
intentioned instructors | have
met carried the proper certifi-
cationfor whitewater instruc-
tion and river rescue, the
peoplewho actually taught me
about rescue (and on severa
occasionssaved my ass) were
"untrained" experts. These
boatershad the skill and guts
to paddieinto thefroth to
pluck out a boater introuble.
They weren't much for lectur-
ing and handing out diagrams,
but they werethere when
someone needed them.

When | wasin college,|
took ariver rescue course
taught by ajack-of-all-trades
outdoor instructor. Wespent
75 percent of our timeondry
land learning knots, a multi-
tude of z-drag configurations,
and practicing"rescue sce-
narios."

For our final test, wespent
aday onaclassll stretch of a
250 cfscreek practicingma
neuverslikeswimming
through rapids, swimminga
simulated unconsciousvictim
(afdlow classmate) througha
rapid, wading a rapid, negotiat-
ingasimulatedstrainer, and
finally, pulling @ wrapped
kayak off arock withaz-drag.

Whilethese exercises hed
certainmerits, | have never
usedany of themin an actual
river rescue. Thez-dragisa
very useful tool for rafters, but
let'sfaceit, when you get
downto usngaz-dragtopull a
wrapped kayak off arock, it's
probablyto removelitter from
theriver, not save someone's
life.

What | haveusedin real

| rescues(and what hasbeen
1 usedtorescue me) ispaddling
| out and offeringagrabloopto

aswimmer, then towinghim/

| herintoaneddy. Inmy opin-
1 ion, that isthe most effective
| way to rescue someone.

But that was not practiced
inmy river rescueclass. There
wereseveral other skills the
classdid not teach, such as,
pushing a water-filled kayak
intoan eddy, or ferryingan
empty onetothe opposite

| shore, or somethingasbasicas

ferrying acrossarapid with

| two paddies. Theseare vau-

ableskills that would be excel-
lent for paddlerstolearn under
controlled circumstances. But
in my class, wespent more
timestudying diagramsof r ap-
idsthen wedid negotiating
them. | hadtolearnthose
skillson the river during actual
rescues.

I'm not goingto makea
blanket indictment against
river rescue coursesand other

whitewater training, (and nei-
ther did you, for that matter)

fromtaking oneof those
courses. But, likeyou, | take
themwithagrain of sdt. No
coursecan replacecommon
sense, skill and real-worldex-
perience. Nodiplomas,
patchesor techno-saf ety gad-
getscan make someonean ef-
fectiveinstructor unlessthat
person can perform and teach
others.

Unfortunately,seasoned
paddlersareall-toooften not
the peopleteaching river res-
cue and other whitewater
courses. Thatiswhy | agree
with your editorial. There
seemsto be agap between
"certified"training and teach-
ing the red-world skills apad-
dler needs. Anyonewhodis-
agreeswithyour positionon
formal training should con-
sider that beforecriticizing
your honest assessment of the
Situation.

nor would | discourageanyone

LETTERS
Sincerelyyours,

Roger Phillips
Colfax, Washington

“CLASS Ill" EDITOR
NEEDS ADULT

SUPERVISION!

| amupset and embar-
rassed by the January/Febru-
ary AWA journal editorial. |
don't recall readinga more
purposel ess,short sighted, and
sdf servingpaddle-sport ar-
ticle. Itwasnegative. Itwasa
non-service. It wastdling of
the journal organization. Only
an editor lacking adult supervi-
sion could havegottento press
such thoughtlesswaste of
space.

Thesix columnsmade 3
pointsin additionto therivet-
ing mainthread, that creden-
tialsdo not makethe paddier;

1.Bob Gedekohiscon-

Wilderness Koayak Expeditions
Fly-Ta8 and DNy Trips
Hentads, Insirsction
Ral Suapparied Trips

907-349-4588

3732EncoreCircle

Specializing in canoe instruction and guided
canoe tripson Interior Alaska River

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708

(907) 479-5183

1-800-3118-8464)

WILTTEM AT ER

A FRR™A
1% WILIH ENESS ARHEAS
STATEWIM

REYSTIMNNE
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LETTERS

cerned that "lesst han compe-
tent individual suse “creden-
tials” (ACA certification) to as-
sume positionsof leadership
withinthe whitewater commu-
nty'.

You're right Bob, out here
inthereal worldthere's just
not awholelot of class5 boat-
erswillingtotake thetimeor
makethe commitment torun
the club safety classor intro to
WW paddling. That task falls
toguyslike"Jack". Nextthing
you know " Jack" getsinvolved
in club stuff and beforelong
he's club president. Theclass
5guyswho show up at one
mesting every two yearsto beg
money for some AWA pro-
gram, areleft scratching their
headssayingthingslike,
"how'd that asshole get to be
president,hecan't evenrall”.

But I'm sureinsomefuture
editorial you'l suggest an AWA
planthat will haveyou,
Fentress, Walker, L esser,
Snyder, the Callaways, Reagan
and Roger Zbd runningaclinic

IENIULD EULIFMEN |
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

‘to helpimprovetheskill level

of the"Jacks"in our world,
and thusraisethelevel of
paddleinstructionnation wide.

With the"instructorim-
provement program" that you
thought up, | wouldn't bea bit
surprisedif the AWA gaveyou
apatchfor your PFD.

2. Bobsupposes“that a
truly "credible" certification of
professionalsmight be desir-
able" (For thosethat can con-
fidently and

safely paddleclassb)

| wasgoingtosay, "l hate
todisillusionyou Mr. Gedekoh,
but wherel live....." But I'm
not becauseit soundssmart-
aecky. Solll justsay that
wherel live, the Boy Scouts,
Girl Scoutsand indeed the rest
of thefolksready and wanting
tolearnwhitewater paddling
woulddl bedead and gone
waitingfor class5 paddlersto
pick up the ball and teach
themwhat they need to know.
That task falls, by default, to
thiswell meaning guy named

"Jack”. Blowhardthat heis
Braggartthat heis Lackingin
competence, patchesand dl,
"Jack" will betherewhen he's
needed. Hell dothebest he
canwithwhat he'sgot. And
whilehe's not uptoclass5
standards, heisthe expert for
the public. Hestheguy who
wiillintroduce 90% of the pad-
dlerstothesport. He'sthe guy

| who's goingtosuggestto new

paddlerswhat boat to buy,
what vest to get, what organi-
zationto join, and what cause
tosupport.

I'm confidentin somefu-
tureeditorial yeuw™ unvell a
substantive plan that will en-
able AWA expertsand the ACA
to hammer out aconsensuson
certification, that will make
room for guyslike" Jack" and
take advantaged their dedica
tionand enthusiasm; and at the
sametime makesure he
knowsit's stupidto take nov-
icesdown Cheat Canyon. I'm
confident becausel can sense
that you're avisionary, Bab,

& FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR

CAMOES » KATAKS

BARARE . 0 &REE . ST RE

Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,

WILDWATER DESIGNS

230PENLLYNPIKE, PENLLYN. PA 19422

215-646-5034
ol

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat

keenfor opportunity to effect
harmoniousand positive
changefor betterment of the
sport, and not encumbered
withan over developed ego
nor proneto pettiness.

Why | wouldn't besur-
prisedif the AWA gaveyou a
patchfor coming up withthe
“Associate (classIII) White
Water Certification” idea

3 Itseemsto Bob, "That
the ACA and Coast Guard
should give seriousconsider-
ationtothelega ramifications
of such professiona

credentialing."

Thank.Bob! It's comfort-
ing to know you'e out there
on thefringeof innovative
thought, coming up with ad-
vicethat hasprobably saved
the Coast Guard fromlitigious
ruin and the ACA fromsimilar
fate.

Editorial wisdomlikethat
wiill havethe genera public
clamoringfor subscriptions
and donorsstandingin line to
signon.

Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1969

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner

Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Qr SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamousGlider,

Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.
Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly

regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Qr SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and
flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444
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Sowhatdoyoudowitha
class3" Jack" editor working a
class5rag and not havinga
good day?

Let'sbe honest, irrespec-
tived what Bobsays, you
pretty muchleave himalone
becauseyou need someoneto
dothejob. Theclass5guys
are out writing the bigstuff.

Intheend, the readers, ad-
vertises, donors, and folkswho
makegrantsdeterminewho
the expertsare. Andthey don't
giveadamn how well an editor
can paddle.

GregMadllet-Prevost
Kensington, Maryland

EDITORSREPLY

| used towork with a
womanwho had a great
nane for outburstslikethis
last letter. She called them

QUESTIONS

EXPERTS' EXPERTISE

Dear Bob;
I must congratul ateyou on
your recent editorial on"qudli-

fications'. Unfortunately today|

thi s insidiousmental di sease
knownas" Political Correct-

ness'iswarpingdl attemptsat |

logical well reasoned thought.
Oned themost unsound
trendsof "PC" isthisideacf
"qudlifications', especidlyin
whitewater boating.
Doessittingthroughafew
classesinstantly bestow you 10
or 20yearsof boatingexperi-
ence? And what peoplewho
teach theseclasses; evenif
they are experienced (rare)
well meaning peopl e (almost
dways). How much real
knowledgecan they conveyin

afew hoursof "classes'? Vay ||

little-under the best of circum-
stances.

Overtwenty yearsago |
bought my first canoe and took:
my first tentative stepsintothe
boatingworld. Therewherenc
classesor clubsthat | knew
about. | didn't know anyone
that had ever paddled a canoe

before, letalone a kayak. |

spent thefirst few years pad-
dlingon small |akesand creeks
until oneday | saw a kayak for
saleinamotorcycleshop. The
next two monthsl found my-
df inadirty, smely farm
pondtryingtoroll that kayak
until | succeeded and two
moreyearsperfectingthat roll
everywherefromthe Yough to
the Everglades. Noclasscould
have given metherich experi-
encethat | had duringthat
time.

Intheearly yearsl met
somewonderful peopleonthe
river and we boated together.
In those dayswe paddled most
of thegood whitewater inthe
east. Onthosetripswe
learnedto be cautious,to read
theriver and to know our-
salves, becausenoneof ushad
paddled any of the many new
riversthat we weredoing.
Throughthi s experiencewe
learnedto exercisejudgment
and we had astrong desireto
learn everything about pad-
dling that we could, because
therewereno "experts'telling
ustodothis and tha.

Sincethosedays!'ve run
across many "experts'. One
wasleadingan Outward

| Boundgroup of cold, soaked
tothebone, clientsdeep

withinthe boundary waters of
Minnesota They had been
paddlingaroundin circlesfor

| twodaysbecausethey couldn't

reedamap. Andonatripin
Quebecwe oncerounded a
bend tofind agroup of stu-
dentsstranded hundred and
fifty miles from the nearest
road havinglost all their gear,
their paddles and canoesbro-
ken, deepingintheopenwith
no food-becausetheir " expert"

| leadersranthemdownaclass

fiverapid.
Al thereal expertsthat |
havemet usudly don't havea

| paperorapinsayingso. They

don't needit; it's redundant.
Their"classes" have been
many yearsd river running
and a burning desiretoseethe
reality and truthin things, to
throw away preconceptions
and honestlytry toview the
worldforwhat it redlyis. And
that ishow it worksin all
walksd life. The Royd Soci-
ety of London's motto “Nullius
In Verba” saysit dl, "take

nobody's wordfor it, seeit for
yoursdlf". Theover emphasis
on credentialsand quaifica
tionsisperpetrated by the un-
knowing of the oneswho want
thestatus without putting the
yearsaof hard and honest work
that it takesto achievemastery
of any subject. Qudifications
are not bestowed, they are
earned after avery long period
of honest and varied achieve-
ment.

My yearsontheriver has
taught me many good things.
But perhapsthe mostimpor-
tant thingthat theriver has
taught meisthat when bullshit
smacksup against
rea ity Bullshitloses.

Sincerely;

Jess P. Gonzalez
N BeleVernon, PA

EDITORSNOTE

| like this guy!

THE VOICE OF

REASON

Dear Bab,

| read your monthly col-
umn, as usual, withinterest
Weve dl encounteredover-
credentialed,overbearing'in-
structor” types. You accu-
rately point out that certifica
tionsdo not mean that a per-
sonisan expert river runner,
and that many excellent pad-
dlersand teachersnever be-
come" certified". Suggesting
that whitewater instructors
should beclassV paddiers,
however, misses afew key
points. Thefirstisthat most
beginning paddlersusualy
need formal instruction. Sec-
ond, most of their teachersare
volunteers. Last and most im-
portant, you really don't have
tobeahot paddler to teach be-
ginners, just knowledgeable
and patientenoughto give
themagood, safestart. Some
of the best teachersl know sel-
dom paddlerivershardert han
ClassIL.

Many peoplewhoar e inter-
ested in paddling neverrun

AmericanWhitewater v May/June 1994

LETTERS

‘class V or even ClassIII rivers
(thank goodness). But schools,
colleges, scout groups, and
summer camps al need ca
noe and kayak instructors. @
got my ownstart at summer
campin New Hampshire) If an
organizationisgoingto pro-
moteand insure a nationa pro-
gramsometypedf quaity con-
trol, howeverimperfect,is
needed. While there are ex-
ceptions, many classV boaters
aremoreinterested inriver
runningt han teaching. Other
paddlers havelimitedskills,
but get great satisfaction from
teaching others. Eachisim-
portant to our sport.

The American Canoe Asso-
ciation receivedtheir Coast
Guard for asound reason. The
American Red Cross, along-
timeforceintraining paddlers,
isnolonger training canoe and
kayak instructors. ACA iscur-
rently the only organization do-
ingthi s work nationdly. They
proposeto givethese"lost" in-
structor-volunteersa homeso
thatthi s valuableteaching tal-
entisnotlost. Thisisahuge
job involvingthousandsof
people. Tosupport thiseffort
the Coast Guard isproviding
some" seed money"'.

I'd liketo see an dlternate
certificationtrack developed
to permit expert paddlersto
becometeachersquickly, with-
out thetimeand effort cur-
rently required. But that'san-
other subject! And asfor over-
bearing or obnoxiouspeople,
instructorsor not, the best
thingto doisignorethem!

Sincerely,
CharlieWdbridge

EDITORS NOTE

| likethisguy too, even
whenwedon't agreeon
something.

SENSELESS EDITOR?

Dear Editor:

At least you got one
thingrightinthe article*The
River Decides' (Jan.\Feb. Jour-
nd). If you had any senseyou
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would havestopped —just
prior to showing both your ig-
noranceand your arrogance.

Y our remarkswere not only di-
visiveand out of line, they
werejust plainstupid! Yau
lamely criticizedthe ACA In-
structionprogram, yet, what
thehell isAWA doinginthi s
area?

You madethe statement *'|
personally would questionany
standardsthat certify individu-
dsasinstructorsand/or safety
expertswho can not confi-
dently and safely paddleclass
V water." Yau havegotto be
kidding! First of dl, howdo
you plantoinsure aninstruc-
tion courseor instructor
trainer coursethat tests pad-
dlersattheclassV leve? The
AWA Safety Code describes
classV as"Extremely long, ob-
structed, or very violent rapids
which exposethe paddlerto
above average endanger-
Swimsare danger-

ous, and rescueisdifficult
evenfor experts.”

Youare basicaly saying
that the AWA wants
whitewater kayakingto bean
elitistsport, that thereisno
good served by teaching intro-
ductory and intermediatelevel
courses. How many "ClassV”
boatersdo you know who are
willingto spend their week-
endsintroducing novicesto
the great experiencedt
whitewater? Followingyour
logic | guessCharlieWabridge
isremissin certifyingACA
Swiftwater Rescuel nstructors
until hemakesthemswima
few classV drops.

Don'tgivemethi s crap
about a"credibleprocess’.
What would aso called "ex-
pert" boater declareisacred-
ible process, a classroomon
the Narrows of the Green?
ClassV and Ml whitewater isa
challengefor the best of us,
wherewould aninstructor's

PLUNGE!

A new video from

i Gentry Video Productions]

PLUMGE! brings you 45 minutes )

.= 0 exgiting steep creekin’ on Little rd

River Canyon, the Bear, the Cullasaja;

R -, and the Horsepastune

4 i % Only $26.95 plus $3 shipping.
S

' Gentry Video

L

G5 Deer Creck

WY —

Trail,
Hoschton, GA
= 30548
ThG-654-2T725

margin of safety be? Canoe
and Kayaking classescan only
teach apaddler the basics.
From there a person must de-
velop skills through practice.

If someonelivesout of a
VW van, needsonly enough
money for granola, asix pack
and aused kayak they can
probably get in more practice
than the averageguy witha
wife, amortgage and two kids.
If itisAWA’s policytocriticize
and put down all thepaddlers
who are content to paddle
classI water, then| say the
AWA isdoingagreat disser-
viceto the sport. By encourag-
ing more peopletotake up
paddling, whether it beclassl
or classVI, weareincreasing
our congtituency to help pre-
serveour riversand streamsas
waell asour right to accessand
paddlethem. Weshould be
working to unitethe paddling
community rather than divide
it.

It al so seemsthat the AWA
isabit jealousaf thefact that
ACA isgettinggrantsfromthe
Coast Guard. Onedf those
grantsfunded theriver rescue
film"HeadsUp!". Thisisasu-
perbfilmthat servesthe ad-
vanced paddierwell. | amone
advanced paddler that ishappy
that the ACA isout there get-
ting money for our sport.
Money (your tax dollars,as
you so € oquently pointed out)
that otherwisewould probably
gotothe power boat crowd.

| sincerely hopethat your
brain dead babblings are not
the opinionsaf most AWA
members. But asthe editor of
thejournal you cannot deny
that you currently speak for
and represent the AWA. "Ex-
pert" paddler or not (or just an-
other Jack), if youinsiston
stroking your own egoat the
expensedf therest of us, |
think you should leavethi s
publicationand doit at
home... in privacy.

Anonymous
Chevy Chase, Md.

EDITORSREPLY

Sometimes| think that |
don't get pai d enough to put
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upwiththeseinsults. But
then | remember that | don't
getpaid at all!

LET THE RIVER

DECIDE

Dear Bob,

Thisisapersonal noteto
add an “Amen!” toyour article
"The River Decides'. Since
river running sometimespro-
videsone with religious experi-
ences| supposeitisto beex-
pected that wewould experi-
encesomeof the same foibles
asorganizedrdigion. In order
to establish a pecking order we
havethe Dominican approach
of learnedauthority (pins,
patchesand certificates),
Franciscandedicationand
meditation (been boatingsince
birch bark) and the Pentecos-
tal test of faith (surf the holein
third drop till you can speak in
tongues).

| don't understanddl the
posturingthat goesonin this
sport; perhapsitisan over
abundanceof Type"A" person-
alities, but asyousaidtheriver
decides. Mysdf, I'm getting
older and don't enjoy the
adrenalin rushasmuchso I'm
happy to eddy-hop ClassIl and
[1l. Doesthat make melessof
aboater or perhapsa better
one by polishingmy tech-
nique? Asfarashow | or any-
oneelseisrankedinthe
whitewater hierarchy my reply
is "A wiseman can learnfrom
afool but afool can't learn
fromanyone".

Name Withheld by Request
West Virginia

GOOD WORK, BOB

Bob,

Excellent "forum™in AWA
January/February 94 issuel
Keep up the good work.

Regards
Ken Strickland
North Metro, Georgia
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LETTERS

Bob,
| don't doubt that you

caught some flack about your
January/February 94 editorial
ontheACA |didnt just
chucklewhen| readit; it got
some belly laughs.

Yausee, | wroteasimilar
letter, but foolishly sentitto
Kim Whitley, the NIC Chair. |
amconstantly infuriatedby the
ACA’s grandioseclaimsand
blatant bureaucraticwaste.
Thepill ismorebitter because
| amcard-carrying, duespaying
Instructor. (Ooooh baby,
whereare my patchesand
pins?) 1'd muchrather send
that precious(river work pays
little) $40.00 tothe AWA every
year.

Mr. Whitley didn't respond
tomy tiradedirectly, instead,
hewent to my boss, theHead
of Instructionat "Oxford". Cf
courseit wasall inthespirit of
open communication, right?
(Shut uporit'smyjob..?)

But | don't shut upt oo
good. | yearnfor theday that |
no longer need associatemy-
saf withthe"governingbody
of paddlesport”. (Who needs
moregovernment, anyway?)

Just wantedto say, here's
one "credibly certified” geek
who agreeswith you. Keep
tdlingitlikeitis, Bob.

TeresaGryder
Bryson City, North Carolina

A WOMAN'S PLACE

REVISITED

Dear Editor,

In responseto your March/
| April 1994 "L ettersto the Edi-
| tor" pleasetell Dr. CHB.
| Noonan:
| 1. Notto beso upsst, the
| C-11chosetopaddieinthe
| Gauley Racewasnot arace
| boat atdl, butalittle, bitty
| squirt boat!

2 Surehecanfollowme

_| through Pillow Rock- Wanna

know thelinetosplat it? Editorsreply: TheUpper

Andto you, Bohb: Yough Raceis usually hed
1. Whenisthe Upper onthelast Wednesday in Au-
Yough Race? gust, but thisis not fixed in

2 Think | should usea high
volumeboat soasnot to of-
fend the male boating commu-

stone, so give Precision Raft-
ing or Mountain Surf a call
closer to time. Asfor offend-

nity? ing the7rale boating commu-
nity iN Friendsville, you
Sincerdly, have nothing to fear. These
Heidi Domeisen guysaretotally liberated;
C-1 Squirette thereisn't a sexist inthe

crowd!

="« heart of northern British
Columbia whitewater

+ salesand rentals —
= exceflant selection of top

= quality Exyaks cances and
accessories

+ guide servicesavailable 'q:

» accessibleby air or highway

+ enroute to the Yukon and W
the Queen Charlotte Idands 3

Aquabatic Sports, s.75, c.6, RR#2,
Smithers, BC. CANADA VOJ 2NO
Phone/Fax: (604)847-3678
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PURPOSE...~...

The American
Whitewater
tion

Our misson isto conserve
America’s whitewater resour ces
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safely enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isa national
organization with a membership
of over 3000individual
whitewater boating enthusasts
and morethan 100 1ocal
paddling club affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof
the magazine, American Whitewater, and
by other means, the AWA providesinfor-
mation and educati on about whitewater
rivers, boating safety, technique, and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintainsa
complete national inventory of whitewater
rivers, monitorsthreatsto thoserivers,
publishesinformationon river conserva-
tion, providestechnical advicetolocal
groups, workswith government agencies,
and —when necessary — takes legd ac-
tionto prevent river abuse.

EVENTS AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalstoraise
fundsfor river conservation,includingthe
Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Tennessee
and theannual Gauley River Festival in
Wegt Virginia the largest gathering of
| whitewater boatersin the nation.

| SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreports on whitewater

| accidents, and maintainsboth a uniform

national ranking system for whitewater

rivers(the I nternational Scale of

| Whitewater Difficulty) aswell asaninter-

nationally recognized whitewater saf ety

| code.

Don't be sticky...

Let $20 find a hole in your pocket®;

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater

resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
to American Whitewater...the best semi-
professional whitewater magazine in the world! -

river

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure publicac-
cessto whitewaterriversAWA arranges
for river accessthrough privatelands by
negotiationor purchase, seeksto protect
theright of public passageonall rivers
and streams navigableby kayak or canoe,
and resistsunjustifiedrestrictionson gov-
ernment-managed whitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporated under Missouri
non-profitcorporationlawsin 1961 and
maintainsitsprincipa mailing addressat
PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. The
phone number is 914-6885569. AWA istax
exempt under section 501(¢)(3) of theln-
ternal Revenue Coce.

Plus--every -

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | want tojoin the AWA and receivea subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resourcesand promote river safety.

Name

Address

| would like to make an additional contributionto AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated bel ow.

AWA membership dUes......coreresearens $2000
VADP contribUtion ......c..ocevvnivnneeins $——
BEe - K aao Vs SUNUIO——

il 1o AWA, 1IP0I
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| would beinterested in working as an AWA volunteer.

)
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What's Up?-

Water level readings from selected
North American river level gauges are
"up on Waterline!”

Water levels at your favorite boating
spots, and more you haven't explored
yet, may be "uptoo! Find out for sure
where the best conditions are by
calling Waterline while you're planning
your next river adventure.

Readings are updated continually 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call toll-free, any time of day, for
information, sample readings and river
gauge lists. We'll mail you details or if
you have a fax number handy, we'll fax
you everythingyou need to call our
Waterline gauge phone right now for
today's river levels.

|

1-800-945-3376

BACKPACKING,
HIKING, BIKING,

WRITE OR PHONE FOR OLR
FREE DISCOUNT CRTRLOG
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SAFETY
TRAVELING FAST AND SAFELY

by Charlie Walbridge

Whitewater paddlerstravel in groups sE

for mutual assistance. Matchingthe
group'sspeed to the ability of itsmembers
can be chalenging. Movingtoo dowly
causesaruntotakelongert han antici-
pated. Thegroup may finishatinthedark,
or even beforced to bivouac. But moving
too quickly createsproblemsalso. The
group can becomespread out, leavingin-
dividua membersstranded and unpro-
tected in the event of a mishap.

Findingthe right paceisatricky prob-
lem. Somerunsare long and demand hard
paddling whileothersdo not. | ill re-
member a marathon 50 mileday trip down
the Arkansas in Coloradowhen one
boater, a noted wildwater racer, got out in
front and paddled most of the members of
alargegroupintothe ground. We got very
spread out. One personflipped, swam,
and had to self-rescuewith no assistance.

Somedistancedownstream, following
abrief shouting match, wesortedt hi ngs
out. Thegroup split; some peopleagreed
to goslower and take-out earlier, whilea
few die-hards paddied thefull distanceat
arapid clip. It shouldn't have cometo
that.

Agroup's ideal speed dependson the
ability of itsmembers. Skilled boaterscan
movefaster for longer periods. They need
to scout lessfrequently and are more com-
fortable running tough dropswith afew
directionsfrom others. Theseabilitiesare
necessary onlongr uns of sustai ned diffi-
culty, or when alatestart makesquick-
nessessential. Theability of each paddler
to keep upisamajor part of any decision
toincludethemonthesetrips.

On other tripstimeisnot the overrid-
ingissue. Wethen set the paceso that the
group staystogether, travelling at a speed

Eureka, Jansport. Sierra Designs,
Slumberjack, Connondale, Peak 1,
Chouinard, Lifa, Optimus, Lowe,

"~ = Weoolnich. Columbia,
L oamiy Trails, MSA
[ha North Face.
Gragong

acceptableto the slowest member. Going
toofastincreasesthe risk of mishapsand
time consuming rescues. Avoiding these
problemswill make up for any delays.

Keeping a party together takesa com-
mitmentonthe part of everyone. Each
paddler isresponsiblefor watchingthe
person behindhi m Whenthat persondis-
appears, youstop and wait. If hehaven't
appearedafter afew minutes, move up-
stream and investigate. Y our actionwill
passquickly throughthelength of the
group and eventually bringit to ahait.
Needed manpower will then move up-
stream to assist soon afterwards.

It'shuman natureto becomeimpa-

tient with dow-movers. Thisisespecidly
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truewhen darkness, deteriorating
westher, or sheer distancewill enact a
penalty for ddlying. Earlyin my career |
got tired of waiting and leftalagging
buddy who, unbeknownst to be, had
pinned hisauminum canoe upstream. Qur
reunionlater inthe day was pretty uncom-
fortable! Thispast Gauley Season | en-
counteredsomeonewho hedlost his
group. He didn't know whether hisfriends
wereahead of or behindhi m Later we
found that they had gotten tired of waiting
for him ashe playedin a holeand left. Un-
fortunately he wasn't playing, hewas
stuck! Other paddlerswereleft to make
the rescue.

THE LEADPCH TI ON

Thelead boat, in additionto setting the
pace,isresponsiblefor decidingwhento
I un arapid without looking and whento
stop and scout. In decidingwhat to dothe
needsaf the group's weakest member
must be considered. Peopleoftenfeel
pressuredtofollow their friends, but
blowinginto atough stretch of river with
no preparationcan "suck™ unwary pad-
dlersinover their heads. Thisisnot a
problemwithwell-matched groups, butis
an issuewhen boatersof varying ability
paddletogether.

Scouting, however timeconsuming,is
faster and lesstraumaticthen apinor a
swim.

Whentimeisshort boatersshould
avoid a" scout-watch-run™ approach. This
iswhena group scouts, but only one pad-
dler at atimewalksback to their boat and
runs- whileeveryoneelsewatches. This
can be entertai ningduringshort runsin
good weather, but it's very time consum-
ing. | wasoncewith agroup that took well
over an hour to negotiatethree classIv
ledgesthat usudly takeabout 10 minutes!

Thedternativeisfor everyoneto
scout, decidewhat to do, then doiit! Run
or portage, but moveall at once. Thiswill
save an incredibleamount of time.

THESWEEP PGS TI ON

Asweep boat bringsup therear andis
oftenthefirstto helpanyonewho may be
having trouble. Thisisavulnerablepos-
tion, since, if a pinningoccurs, rescue UsU-
dly comesfrom upstream. Yet it's easy for
wesker paddlerto find themselvesinthe
back of agroup. A sariver becomesmore
difficult, ess confident boaters catch ed-
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dieswhilethestronger ones push on.
Eventualytheweakest boatersend upin
therear.

The consequencesof thi scan beseri-
ous. Several yearsago onthe North
Branch of the Potomac alessexperienced
member of my group was pushed back
irnto the sweep position. She became
pinned on a bridge abutment and had to
be rescued by a group of boaters behind
us. Toavoidthi s, stronger paddlersshould
hold themselvesback, stopping regularly
toalowanew paddler to moveto the
front. It's also agood ideato allow inexpe-
rienced boatersto lead whentimeand cir-
cumstancespermit. Thishelpsthem de-
velop a better eyefor water which boosts
their confidenceand hel psthem keep up.

Among groupsincluding novices,the
"lead" and " sweep" positionsareassigned
to experienced paddlers. Everyoneelseis
"sandwiched"in between. But among
boatersdf equal ability, thesedutiesare
passed casually back and forth. Losing
track of apersonisfrightening. Thisfrus-
trationquickly turnsto anger when you
find that the"leader” hasblownthegroup
off to paddleahead with someoneel se, or
the"sweep" islaggingbehind to dump
their boat or answer thecall of nature.
Thisisnot tosay that you can't dothese
things, but courtesy demandsthat you tell
someonein your party beforestopping or
leaving.

Oneguy | used to paddlewith van-
ished routingly, and asaresult no onegot
t 00 excitedif he disappeared. Afterafew
lengthy "searches’ | started avoiding his
trips.

Oncegroupsgrow beyondfour or five,
keepingtrack of everyonebecomesdiffi-
cult. Largerocksand atwistingriver bed
can hideaboater from her group for ex-
tended periods. I've knownindividualsin
large partiesto disappear without anyone
takingnote. Thetraditional way to keep
track isto take a head count at the base of
big drops. Groups can dso"buddy up” for
backup. Each person choosesa"buddy"to
keeptrack of him, and viceversa. This
may be doneformally or casudly. It
doesn't meanthat you must dwayspaddle
at anarm's length from your buddy; far
fromit. It only insuresthat if you disap-
pear, someonewW ! notice.

SPACING

Keepingareasonabl e space between
your boat and the onein front when run-
ning rapidsisessential. Passingin serious
rapidsisrather tricky. Nothingismore un-
nervingthanfinding yourself onacollison
coursewith another paddlerinatight
place; eventop racerswait for calmer

stretchesto maketheir move. If youfind
yoursdlf creeping up on another boater,
grab an eddy and wait until agapisre-es-
tablished. Y our actionshoul d be passed
back through the group, keepingit from
bunching up. If no eddy isavailable, ydl-
ing"onyour right” or "onyour left” can
help the person downstream.

Asriversget steeper, boaters use ed-
diesto stop and scout from their boats be-
fore proceeding. Mki ng effective useof
thesespotsisfundamental tofast, efficient
river travel. If an eddy issmadll, crowdinga
personalready occupyingit will not speed
your trip. Oftenalatearriva canfind no
space,andisforcedtor un arapid blind.
Waiting upstream in another eddy until a
key stopping placeisopenismore appro-
priate. On very steep riversyoull oftensee
groupsspaced out in eddiesfor somedis-
tance upstream.

If an eddy islarge, don't block access
by sitting on the eddy line. Moveyour boat
intoshore, or press up against the rock
whichisdiverting thewater so that others
caneasly enter.

MAKING QUICK RESCUES

Theword “rescue” conjures up images
of complex extricationsby largegroupsof
people. In reality most ar e quick assists
performed by one or two paddlers; by act-
ing quickly they can stop asituationbe-
foreit getsout of hand. Too oftenevery-
onewantsto bethe hero, clustering
around the person needing help. They only
succeedin gettingin each othersway,
makingtherecoveryinefficient, frustra -
ing, and even dangerous.

Thefirst person on thesceneshould
performthe most vitd job; the next person
then servesasbackup by chasinga
paddle, waitingin adownstream eddy, or
setting up athrow line. If youwant to help,
ask yourself what really needsto be done,
thendoit without being told. Thiscan
keep the situationfrom requiringafull-
blown organized effort. When the group
hasto gointo an organizedrecovery mode
with adesignatedleader and anintricate
plan much timewill belost.

After along swim, several thingscan
speed recovery. Waitingfor the swimmer
to do everythingtakeslonger. If equip
ment isdispersed, gather it whilethe
swimmer iscatching hisbreath. Try to get
aswimmer's gear onthesamesidedf the
river that he/she issitingon. Help dump
the boat, or walk alongthe shoreto pick
up the paddle. But don't be so hurried that
atired or hypothermic personisforcedto
continuebeforethey areready.
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EFFICIENT EVACUATIONS

If someoneisseriously injured onan
isolated stretch of river, thefastest
method of evacuationisalwaysby water.
Sendingfor helpand waitingfor it to ar-
riveover rough roadsand rugged terrainis
muchsower, if the accident happenslate
inthe day it mag resultin an unexpected
night out. Sometimesa friendly outfitter
will providealift; at other times a person
can beloaded into an open boat. Waking
out takesmoretime, and sendingfor help
evenmore.

Ayear ago | encountered a woman
who had received hard blowsto her head
and handswhilerunning High Fallson the
Cheat. The groupwasdebatingwhether to
sendfor help. Fortunately | wasaccompa
nied by noted AWA paddler ChrisKadl. He
got her onthe back of hisboat and told
her to hold onto hiswaist. He paddied the
easy water and portagedthe big dropsall
theway to theend. Hisgroupput a
sprayskirt on her boat, tied the waist shut,
and herdedit downriverto the takeout.
Everyonewasat the takeout withintwo
hours.

Contrastt hi s with our other option-
sending someone down to the takeout,
then out over arough dirt road to summon
arescuesguad. It takestimeto assemblea
group of volunteers, and even longer to
maketheir way through the woodsin the
deepeningtwilight, locatean injured per-
son, and performthe evacuation. Inthe
case d the Chedt, six to eight hourswould
beavery goodtime!

Timeisavita component of trip plan-
ning, and fun on theriver isdetermined by
how well you useit. Thesehintscanhelpa
group avoid someand concentrate on en-
joyment. And that's what the sport isall
about

i 7
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I~ 213 Yough Street
Confluence. PA 15424
B4 3aS5-5744

One of the top whitewater schools in the
country. Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.
as well as experts.

Fnendly Instructors,small classes, excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed in small classes according to
kill level, paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about Our
special clinics and group rates.
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DEALERS

ALABAMA
Alabama Small Boats, Maylene, 800 874-5272

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Rivers, Anchorage, 907 344-9453

ARIZONA
Watersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT

CALIFORNIA
The Boat People, San Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Sports, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, E Sobronte, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, San Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
ColoradloKeyel buma Vi, 8005353565 YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU
Four Comers River Sports, Durango, 800 426-7637
Down The River Equip. Co., WheatRidge, 303 467-9489
Phoenix Raft Equipment, Grand Junction, 303 243-4424

Wed like to think the use of the latest technology

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 724-8818
idaho Whitewater Unltd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewater, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 734-8714

River 1, Inc, Challis, 208 879-5300
Northwest River Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

idoho River Sports, Boise, 208 336-4844

and innovative design made us the

best seller. But, the

MONTANA
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA . '
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0164 credit goes to
NEW YORK
Wear On Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178
OREGON al you AIREheads who have supported us through the years

Cascade Ouffitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464

SOUTH CAROUNA and told your friends about AIRE. About our catarafts.

Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc., Houston, 713 660-7000

About our rafts. About our

WASHINGTON
REI, All Stores, 800 999-4RE|
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwater, Seattle, 206 547-3377

Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871 inflatable kay aks
WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474
CANADA and sea kayaks. Thanks.

Totem Outdoor Outfitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363

NEW BRUNSWICK

Eastern Outdoors, Brunswick, 506 634-1530 “F -

THAILAND

Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-212-172 _.- E

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE - =
Support Your Local Dealer PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE
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The Watershed Craze
In Washington

Inside The Beltway

[T O o T

An eight-lane interstate highway
(known as the "beltway") encircles
Washington, D.C. like an poisonous
snake. It separates the no xious
inferno of politics from the rest of the
nation which looks on in dismay as the
wheels of government ponderously
grind away. T he cacophonous Tower
of Babel circumscribed by the beltway
is largely inhabited by politicians,
bureaucrats, T.V. news casters, lobb
yists, lawyers, talking heads, petty
criminals, government contractors,
drug addicts, spies and counter spies.
Undeterred by this horrific scene, alert
reporters deep inside the beltway
carefully sift through the
pandemonium to submit reports to
Journal readers on anything and
everything affecting whitewater rivers.

[Editor's note: The opinions expressed
in this article do not necessarily reflect

the views or policy of the American |

Whitewater Aff iliation.]

AmericanWhitewater

Whitewater, the scandal, monopolizesthefront pagesdof the Washington Fost and
continuesto mesmerizethe TV talk show hosts. Meanw hile among river conserva-
tionistsinsidethe beltway thelatest crazeissomething else: watersheds.

River conservationistsand other environmentalistsar e asking government agen-
ciesasdiverse asthe Federal Energy Regulatory Commis sion, the Forest Service, and
the EPA to operateon awatershed basis. Even the spotted owl isfadinginto obscurity
as thefocusch angesto watershed protectioninthe old growthforestsd the Pacific
Northwest. Salmon and steethead are now viewed as moreendang ered than the owl.

In Congress, it seemsthat a most everyonewantsa watershedbill. If thiskeepsup,
the President may even decideto ddiver health care on awatershed basis!

Clinton already featureswatershed protection asthe centerpiece of hislatest hill
updatingthe Clean Water Act. On another front, a coaitiond river groupsispushing
hard for comprehensivenational river and watershed protection and restorat ionlegis
lation.

Mary drinking water suppliers, and even somewithin the EPA, ar e advocatingwear
tershed protection measuresasan aternativeto expen sive and unreliablewater treat-
ment and monitoring systemsfor somedrinkingwater contaminants.

Eveninner city politiciansare clamoringfor urban watershed restoration.

Bills containingdl of these conceptsare now in circulationwith their backerstry-
ing to attract the critical mass d votes needed to be enacted.

Thewatershed crazeis not confined to the beltway. Insde-the-beltwaytypes are
only takingtheir cuefromforward-#inking river c onservationists working at the
grassroots level throughout the country, likethe Pacific Rivers Council. PRC pub-
lished theseminal t hinking on the subjectin their new book, " Enteringthe Weter-
shed". Another group, the RiversCouncil of Washington, has based itse ntire
grassroots program on networking peoplelivingin each of the 62 watershedsin the
State.

Why the bigfuss over watersheds? As usual, politicsis bel atedly catching up vith
science. For yearsthescientific community hasbeenvoicingaarm over the continu
ed deterioration o freshwater aquati cecosystems. At the sametime, ecol ogistshave
been pointing out that degradedrivers, streams, and |akesmerely reflect degraded
conditionsin thelandscapesthey drain, i.e. their watersheds.

Theecologicd functionsof awatershedareto captureor infiltrate, store, and re-
|ease moi sturethrough surface or subsurfaceflow s. Without plantsand treesand or-
ganiclitter in the topsoil, moisturejust evaporatesor erodesthe land. Streamsbe-
comeentrenched in deegp channel swell below theflood plain surface. In degraded
watershedswater flowsout of thesystemin weeksor days, rather than years, and
largevolumesadf sediment and pollutantsenter the riversand streams.

In the water pollution context, it hasbecome clear that controllingend-of-the-pipe
chemical pollution and sewagedischargewill no t alonerestorethe biological integ-
rity of riversand streams. Too much run off from urbanstreets, too muchlivestock in
theripar ian zone, too much deforestationof upstream areas, t 00 many roads, too
many uncontrolledor abandoned mining activities,t 00 muchlossof topsoil, too
many agricultural pesticidesand herbicides, too much physical alterationof river
channels,and too many other insultsto the natural ecosystem haveadl combined to
leave our riversand streamsin a bad way.

Asoneaquaticecologist put it at arecent conferencein Oregon, the " health of
much of the landscapeisdeterioratingand water bo diesare reflecting thi s change”

If riversand streamscannot be healthy in an unhealthy watershed,and if youare
an advocatefor healthy riversand streams, it isincreasingly difficult toignorecondi-
tionsinthe watershed. Thislogic hasled someriver conservationgroupsinexorably
to theco nclusion that watershed protection and restorationisessential to river con-
servation.

But connectingriver conservationto watershedsraises certainproblems.

First of all, no exigting river conservationlawsaddresswatershed protection and
restoration. The Wild and Scenic RiversAct. for examole, deal sonly vith a narrow
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corridorand only with discrete, sometimesvery short, river seg-
ments. Theother preeminentriver protectionlaw, the Clean We:
ter Act, hasnever succeeded in controllingdispersed pollution
sourcesin watersheds.

Secondly, as one participantat a recent Oregon State Univer-
sity conferencepointed out "Whereveryou are, you areinawa
tershed." Dedlingwith watershedsmeansdealing with everything
in theecosystem. And as Pecific RiversCouncil guru, Bob
Doppelt hasnoted "E cosystems are messy and complex. We
have not begunto understand how they work. WWe may never be
ableto know."

When river conservationistsredized that river conservation
and restoration could not be donein isolation without paying at-
tention to the ecology of the entire watershed, theimmensedi-
mensionsof the problemimmediately becameapparent.

Atthi s point no consensus has emerged regarding the best so-
lution, but avariety of ideashavesurfaced.

EPA-backedamendmentsto the Clean Water Act proposea
classictop-down regulatory solution. If adopted,these amend-
mentswouldrequ ire EPA to devel op regulationsto control
nonpoint source dischargesand design " best management prac-
tices" (BMPS) for everythingan yone doesin awatershed. State
and local governmentswould be requiredto enforcethese against
every farmer, business, and homeown er. Those who do not co-
operatewould be pendized. The enforcement problemsinherent
inthi s planare dauntingand politicaly unapp ealing, to say the
least.

An alternate approach isbeing taken by the urban watershed
groups. Theirideaisto redirect the millionsdf dollarsnow being
spent in rural communities by the Soil conservationServiceand
the Agricultural Conservation and Stabilization Service, oftenon
projectswhichdo not contributeto sound watershed manage-
ment. The money would be diverted to watershed restoration.

Urban watershed advocatesfear that without the restoration
of urbanwaterways, urban populations, especialy children, Wi
suffer an "' extinction of experience” whichisastroublingasthe
extinction of aguaticspecies. City kids who experience nothing
else may think of riversassynonymouswith sewers, culverts,
and concrete channels.

CdliforniaCongresswomanFurse and D.C. DelegateElizabeth
Holmes Nortoneach havesimilar versionsof billstakingan ur-
ban watersh ed approach primarily designed to provide " user
friendly" grant sfor small,non- profit restorationgroups.

Still another strategy has been devel oped by Congressman Bi |
Richardson of New Mexicowith helpfromacoalitiondf national
and lo cal river conservationgroups, including AWA, American
Rivers, the Pacific RiversCouncil, and Trout Unlimited. Asde-
scribedin earl ier issuesaf the Journal, thisistheriver and water-
shed registry concept.

The Richardson bill isa bottom-up gpproach which provides finan-
cial incentivesfor loca stakeholders, watershed associations, and locd
and State govenunentswilling to teke on river and watershed restora:
tion projects The projectswould have to meet certain gen erd nationd
sandards. Almost any stakeholder in a watershed could qudifyfor the
finandd and technica assstanceby devdopingariver and watershed
protection and restoration srategy which they intend to pursueand
then having ariver and associated weter shed arearegistered by the
Federd govamment. Onceregigtered, theriver and watershedare pro-
tected from Federal and State activi ties not consistent with the protec-
tion and restorationgirategy. Thisschemeempowers ditizens, avic
groups locd governments, an d other stake holders. On the other hand,
it degpends heavily on thesestake holdersto take theinitiative. No perr
dtiesare imposad on thosewillingto Smply let thair rivers and water-
shedsgp to pieces.

Wheethisisdl headed isstill undear. Nathing may be adopted or
some combinaion d the above gpproachesor perhapsjus ae

r
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Georgia River Access - a
National Concem

by RichBowers

History: 1987- Landowner unsuccessfully attemptsto block
Smith Idand rapid on the Chattahoochee River. 1989- Unsuccess-
ful statelegidati ve attempt madeto passa new law redefining
navigability. 1990- Legd battledevel opsafter landowner strings
barbed wire, and attemptsto arrest boy scouts on Armuchee
Creek. Thiscaseisstill pendingand the stream remainsclosed to
boating. 1992 - GeorgiaDepartment of Natural Resources(DNR)
issuesano-entry order on | chauwaynochaway Creek, and closes
the river. 1993- " GeorgiaFamily River Act" introduced. 1993-
| chauwaynochaway " Trespass' found not-guilty by Jury.

Updat es: Theon-goinglegal battle on Armucheecreek seems
to get worseevery day. Current fearsare that now the state Su-
preme Court nay ann ouncea ruling that destroysthe law sup-
porting theright of passage, and givesriparianlandownersexclu-
sivepossession o theriver.

Therecent Family River Bi i , to"defineand clarify the use of
Georgids riversand streams, while al so strengthening therights
o privatelandowners', died an early death when nolegidative
sponsor could befound. More recently, attemptsto havethisbill
assi gned 6 astudy committeefor introductionin 1995 have also
failed.

Whether defeat of thi s bill isawin or lossfor boatersisstill un
clear. Removingthe closured streamsfromthe handsd private
landowners, and offering boater participationin futuredecisions,
thi s bill would have al so empowered the DNR to decidewhich riv-
ersand streamsar e open to recreation. DNR’s past recordon
boater rightshowever,ispoor (closuredf High FalsState Park,
early safety concernsinthe Tallulah Gorge, eventson Armuchee
and |chauwaynochaway).

In order to improvethe process, this bill could well have
sedledthefated river accessinvolvingadvanced and expert
whitewater.

On amorepositivenote, a man wasfound not-guilty in Febru-
ary of trespasson | chauwaynochaway Creek, by a Baker County
Superior Co urt jury. Thedefendantwas charged after floating the
riverinaraft aongwithagoat and abaled cotton,inorderto
show the" commercial” navigability of theriver.

DNR issued a no-entry order in March 1992 to protect the work
being conductedat the Joseph W. Jones Ecologica Research Cen-
ter, whi ch ownstheland on both sides of afourteenmile stretch
of thi s river. Lindsey Boring, director of the center set thetone of
thi s discussionin arecent newspaperinterview"Thisisareal
populist school (of thought) that privateland ought to be opened
up to publicuse, and | think landownersneed to haveagreat deal

| of concernabout this." Boring al so added that the center would

continu e to prosecutetrespassers..

Jackson River (VA)

RestrictionsWestvaco Jackson River aboveits
Corp., the paper company Covington, VA papermill.

which hasprovidedyearly Westvaco names'public
whitewater rel easeson the safety" asthereasonfor this
North Fork of the Potomac closure, which affectsthe sec-
River (MD), hasask edtheU.S.  tionof theriver just south of
Army Corpsof Engineerstore-  the CovingtonQ ty limits. The
strict accessto 1.7 miles of the  Jackson joinsthe Cowpasture
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River toform the James River
afew milesbelow thecity. The
Jacksonisa"navigable" river.

Accessproblemsare not
new tothi s areaof theriver.
Privatelandownersaongthe
Jackson havetried to keep
trout fishermenand ¢ anoeists
off theriver since Gathright
Dam wasbuilt nearly 25years
agotoform Lake Moomaw.

The Corpswassoliciting
publiccommentsabout thisre-
questin early March. Boaters
can contact Rick Henderson,
Norfolk Digtrict, U. S Army
Corpsadf Engineers, 803 Front
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510,to
check onthecurrent status.
The phonenumber is (804)
441-7653,

Additional contacts. AWA
Regiond Coordinator,Charles
Wareat (804) 231-0118,0r The
Jackson River DefenseFund at
(804) 978-7112.1

West Virginia
Clarifies
Valley Falls
AcCess

In adraft memorandum
dated January 27,1994, the Di-
rector of West Virginia's Divi-
sion of Tourism and Parksout-
lined thefollowingp olicy for
providinglegd portages
aroundthefdlsin Vdley Falls
State Park

"Privaterafters, kayakers,
and commercial raftingcompa
nieswho put their craftsinthe
river abovethe park boundary
for the purpo se of runningthe
Tygart River through Vdley
FallsState Park will be permit-
ted totake out abovethefalls
for the purpose of scou ting a
saferouteover thefalsand re-
turningtotheriver at that
point to continuerunningthe
river, or to portagethefals
and put their craftsin theriver
below thefdlsin alocation
designated by the park super-
intendent. Furthermore, pri-
vateraftersand kayakerswill
be permitted to launch their
raftsand kayaksat a desig-

nated point abovethefalsand
at adesignatedlocation bel ow
thefalsaslongasthi s activity
does not interferewith other
park users."

The memorandumal So out-
lines proceduresfor commercid
used thepark, and prohibits
floating the fdlswith flotation de-
vices nat designated for navigeting
ariver (i.e., inner tubes). This
palicy statement came ebout due
| an earlier medting betweenthe
Divisond Tourismand Parks,
WetV i aRve Caoditionand
the AWA.

"Takings" Simplified
for the Masses

Moreand more, asboaters
attempt toimproveriver con-
ditions, safeguard access, and
moveto expand recreational
opportunities,they are con-
fronted by thoseseeking indi-
vidua advantage, or with radi-
cally diverseviewsd " prop
erty rights."

ThePemigewasset River

ACCESS

(NH), The Farmington (MA),
Armuchee (GA) and the South
Fork of the Trinity River (CA)
offer examplesof riversre-
cently under siege by indi-
vidual interest groups.

In many cases, misinforma
tionabout the Fifth Amend-
ment of the Bill of Rightsis
tossed about, and thoseinter-

WHITEWATER PADDLERS: THIS NIM
BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS IV, CATCH EDDIES,
HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...

SOLO AND TANDEM INFLATABLES
12 AND 16 FOOT MODELS
SELF BAIL AVAILABLE

THE TOUGHEST HYPALON CONSTRUCTION

PERFECT FOR DAY TRIPS, EXTENDED CAMPING TRIPS
AND WILDERNESS EXPLORATION

CANOE ? 2 PERSON RAFT?

SUPERIOR TRACKING IN FLATWATER

IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS, SENIORS, FAMILIES AND FISHERMAN

BLE, INFLATABLE CANOE WILL

LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE

SEND $11.95, CHECK OR M.O., TO RECEIVE OUR EXCITING, 22-MINUTE
PROMOTIONAL VIDEO
"SOAR:IT'S A SWEET RIDE"
OR
CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG

e — kN
SOAR INFLATABLES

507 N. 13th St. #409 ST.LOUIS, MO 63103
PHONE: 314-436-0016 FAX: 314-436-2332
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ACCESS

ested inimprovingour envi-
ronmentare unableto offset
ths effectively.

TheAmerican Resources
Information Network, acoop
erative project of morethan
100 organizationsinterestedin
providingaccuratean d ba-
anced information, hasjust
publisheda handbook entitled
Teking Law in Plain English,
which explainstherolecf law
and thet akingclaused the
Fifth Amendment.

Thi s bookletisfreetothe
public,and can be obtained by
calingTheAmerican Re-
sources | nformation Network
at 1-800-846-2746 or w riting to
P.O. Box 33048, Washington,
DC 20033.

Consarvaion Note: Thi s orga-
nization recaived funding from
the Surdna Foundation and the
George Gund Foundation. Bath o
thesefound ations have dso sup-
ported the Nationd Hydropower
Refom Codlitionand the AWA. B

Inthelast few issuesof
American Whitewater, AWA"s
accessforum hasregal ed boat-
erswith horror storiesabout
reservation fees, excisetaxes,
andinsuranceschemes. Al are
targetedto squeezepaddiers,
and makeit moredifficult to
gettotheriver.

Recently, out of the murk
and gloom o state bureau-
cracy emergedapossibleray
of hope- astate agency dedi-
cated to working on non-mo-
torized access, and represent-
ing boater needsat the state
level.

"No-way"- you say! Well,in
thepast year, the Cdifornia
Department of Boatingand
Waterwayshasstarted aninm-
pressivetrack record working
for recreation.improvements
onthe South, Northand
Middle Fork American,the

| " California Dreamin”

Klamath, and other riversin
Cdifornialn March they
weighedin onthe Kern River
relicensing.

Accordingto Director John

Banuelos''OW
condituency is
theentire boat-
Ing community,
not any one &g
ment morethan
theotha'" . Priorto

Banuel os appointmentby the
Governor, non-motorized boat-
ing wasnot adepartmental pri-
ority.

During the Kern River nego-
tiations, whichincludedsate
and federal agencies, Southern

" CdliforniaEdison (SCE), AWA

and commercial interests,
Boating FacilitiesManager Jm
Testamovedto detail the
growthandf ut ure needsof
whitewater recreationin Cdi-
fornia Besidesgeneral support
of whitewater inthi s discus-
sion, Testapushedfor acost-
sharingplanto be developed
between his department, SCE,
and the Forest Service. This
plan would dedicatefundsto
improving recreationinthe
Kern Watershed by purchasing
critical accessareasand im-
provingfacilities.

Giventhe National batting
averagefor thesetypesd pro-
grans, and thelack of neces-
sary statefundsnationwide,
most boaterswill still beskep
tical, and rightfully so! How-
ever,thi s Cdiforniaprogram
differsfromother programs
seentodate.

Itisactively seeking boater
input, up front, on two issues

FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYER

__CALL USTODAY !
(717) 443-9532
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- LEARNWITH THE PROS —

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all

included.

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day B on easy whitewater.

WHITEWATER CHALLAMNGERS GUIDE
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critical to both boatinginter-
estsand new program devel op-
ment: 1.) What do boaters
want?,and 2) How shouldthi s
program befunded?

Now it hitsthe fan - fund-
ing! "We haveto pay for access
& improvements??' S0 far, in
trying toestablishatrack
record, Jim Testahas tapped
into somenove funding
sources, but to be effective, or
evenstay dive, financial sup-

Protection

by Pope Bar r ow

1985inavariety of venues.

that request.

port will be needed. The
uniquenessaf thi s programis
that,for perhapsthefirsttime,
boaterswill haveasay in
wherethe money goes, and
how it will beraised.

"I work for a bureaucracy,"
saysTedta, "but I'm aprogram
manager whoisdetermined to
getth s programup andrun
ning." Thismay accountfor the
differencesfrom other ill-con-
ceived attempts in other areas.

CONSERVATION ISSUES

Klamath Reoommended for

The Nationa Park Servicehasissued a draft report recom-
mendingthat 11 milesdof the upper Klamath in Oregon be
added to the National Wild and Scenic RiversSystem. Theseg-
ment stretches from the John C. Boyle powerhouse (river mile
220.3) downstreamto the Orego n-Californiaborder. If ap-
proved by Bruce Babhitt, Secretary of the Interior,thi s would
prevent construction of theinfamousSalt C aves Project.

TheKlarmath hasbeenthescene d a colossal, and seem-
ingly interminable, struggle between the City of Klamath Falls
and river conse rvationists. Thebattlehas been ongoingsince

First, in 1988, the State declaredthe Klamath a Statewild
and scenicriver. FERC saidth s wasmeaninglessand would
not stopthei r issuanceof alicense.

Afteralot of "streetfighting" at FERC between the City and
river conservationistsopposedto the dam, a Federa bill was
introduced in Congressin 1990to add 10.2 milesof the river
to the Nationa Wild and Scenic System. The bill would have
killed the hydro p roject and ended the disputeonceand for
al, but CongressfaledtoAct onit.

Meanwhile, the State of Oregondenied aClean Water Act
401 permitfor the proposeddam Thisresultedin adisputebe-
tween FERC, which planned toissuealicenseignoringthe
State's401 certificate, and the State. Neither could agree on
who hasthefinal authori ty to givethe greenlight to the
project. Thedisputeispending now beforethe Supreme Court.

Using yet another tactic, on Earth Day, April 22,1993, Or-
egon Governor Barbara Robertsasked Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Bruce Babbitt, to designatethe river administrativelyun-
der thelittle known section 2{a)(ii) provisionsd the Wild and
ScenicAct. The National Park Servicedraft isaresponseto

Babhitt's approval of thi s recommendationwwill be an im-
portant event for whitewater boatersbecausethe Klamath is
primarily valuabl e for itswhitewater. Itisa class111-Vriver
withyear-round whitewater. Thereare morethan 74 rgpidsin
| thesectionjust below the Boyle Powerhousewheretheriver
drops 77 feet per mile. Thereisno other comparableyear-
round boating resourcein theregion, and at the present time,
no permitisrequiredfor private boater us.

Testaissolicitingboatersto
call or writehisoffice, and let
him know what isneeded on
specificrivers,and to discuss
futuredirectionsforthi s pro-
gram, including funding.

Based on eatly paformance
thi s program deservesdloser
scrutiny by dubsand individuds
If it dies, boatersmay well be
back to more commonly-ssn
feesand redrictionswhich fail to
bendfit boaters, or river rdlated

CONSERVATION

resources- like deficit reduction.

Aswithawy pr o p,thisoneis
subject to changethrough politicd
shiftsand/or alack d hard cash.
The ANA encouragesboetersto
call in now with their comments,
and let the state know where your
mongy should be spent.

Contact: Jim Tetta, Cdiforia
Department d Boating and Wate~-
vays, 1629S Stredt, Sacramento,
QA 958147291, Office# (916) 445
6231, Fax (916) 327-7250.1

International
River Groups
Merge

by Pope Barrow R ver

Conservationlnternational
(RCD) hasrecently announced
that it will be merging with the
Berkeley, CA organization,
Intermnatio nal Riv-
ers Network (IRN).
Bothgroupshave
similar missionsto
protect river re-
sourcesworldwide.
| RCIwascreated
several yearsagoto
confrontthethen-
proposed hydro
projectson Chilés
Bio-Bio River (see
article"Thrashing
and Trashingon the
Bio-Bio” in the Jan/
Feb journdl). Since
then, RCl has
workedon Riveris
suesin CostaRica,
Turkey and dse-
where. RO d 0
played amagjor role
inan efforttoend
the World Bank's
promotion of large
darnsaroundthe
world. The ANVA
playedamajorr ole
intheinitia devel-
opmentof thi s orga
nization Merging of
thetwo organiza-
tionswill provide =
greater levelsof as-
sistance tothose
fightingsimilar

battlesaround the

Armaican Whitewater v May/June  19A
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“~CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BR

world. Steve Gates, RCl Con-
servationDirector will be con-
centrating on yet another pos-
sible Chileanhydroelectric
projectinthefuture. En desa,
the powerinterest whichis
buildingthe Panguedamon
the Bio-Bio,isnow seekinga
permit ont he Futaleufu, an-
other world cl asswhitewater
river. Stevecan be contacted
a IRN'’s addressat 1847 Berke-
ley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703,
The phonenumber is(510) 84
8l1%.

CLINCH RIVER
PADDLE CO.

2450 JONES RDY

~ (615) 986-9387



CONSERVATION
Farmington Bill Leaps Big
Hurdle

by Pope Barrow

H.R. 2815, the Farmington Wid and Scenic Act isnow awaiting
actionin the Senateafter passingthe House of Representativeson
Mar ch 15th. Thebill designatesa 14 milesegment of theriver
downstream of Goodwin Dam near Hartland, Connecticut. For a
while, the bill looked to bein roughwaters. But with alittle nudg-
ing brokethelogjam and movethe bill dong. Finally the House
Committee on Natura Resourcesapprovedthe bill (with only mi-
nor changes). The bill passedthefull Housewithout amendment.
Passagein the Senateseemslikely with strong support from Sena-
tor Liberman. Key to Houseapproval of the Fanningtonbill isa
unique provisionwhich providesfor management by the State of
Connecticut and sev eral townsbordering theriver and the
Farmington River Watershed A ssociationunder cooperative
agreementswith the National Park Service. Theriver will not be
managed by the Park Serviceand will not becomea part of the
National Park System. Theother key ingre dient isa completeban
of Federal condemnation of landswithinthe scenicriver corridor.
With support from American Riversand other leading river con-
servationgroups, thisbill could bethe model for other private
landriver protectioneffortsto come. B

| =53 A1)

Uit 7155

i EsaEasssEEEEEEaeeEEENEEEGEEEEEEEEN

Surfing

Cyberspacesurferswill find
aletter sent to President
Clintonin February, from Jay
D. Hair, President of the Na
tional Wildlife Fe deration, to
be very interesting.

Inthis"open" letter, Har
urged the Presidentto recog-
nizethat the"informationhigh-
way'" hasreached the White
House, and offersthe opportu-
nity todevelop a " user-
friendly" processto accept on
linecommentsto public no-
tices.

Hair articulated that by en-
couraging el ectroniccommuni-
cations,the ki t e House could
provideimmediateinput from

Cyberspace

Americansinterested in shap-
ingthefutureof the Country
and, at the sametime, reduce
paper consumption and water
pollution problemsenor-
moudly.

AWA hasjust recently
signed up on Compuserve
(72732,401), and the AWA Con-
servation/Access Committee
has been using el ectronic mail
since the beginning of theyear
tofacilitateinternal communi-
cationsand speed up our re-
sponse to members. So surf
the network and tell uswhat's
up with your favoritesurfing
spot! &

American Whitewater v May/June 1994




HYDRO UPDATES

FERC Faces Enforcement Fracas

A recent Federal Energy Regulatory Commission case which
surfacedinsidethe beltway suggeststhat FERC may be havinga
few problemsgettingsmall hydropower devel opersto cooperate.

In March o thisyear, FERC proposed imposing a $10,000pen-
alty onaWisconsin hydro project devel oper, Rough and Ready
Hydro Co,, f or failureto removelogsat the company's projecton
the Rock River. According To FERC, Rough and Reedy failed to
removelogsinth e project's spillway when the reservoir behind
the 300-kW project nearly over topped the embankment, threat-
ening downstream property, includinga downstream project.

FERC said that Scott Hitchcock, son of the project'sowner,
threatened a city engineer and fire chief with arifleand ordered
them off thesite. Accordingto policereport, Hitccock wasar-
rested for reckless useof aweapon, resistingarrest, and disor-
derly condu ct. The same project owner isal sosubject to a pen-
alty for operating another project withoutalicense. (Editor's
note: Thiscasejust goesto show, asAWA's hydro experts Pete
Skinner, Pope Barrow and Rich Bowershave beensayingd| a
long, that you can't coddlethe hydropower industry )H

CONSERVATION
PG&E Seeks Relicense on
Mokelumne

In February, the AWA commented on Pa#ific Gasand Electric
Company (PG&E) statements regardingthe Mokdumne River in
CA.

At issuewas how hydroel ectric projectshave cumulatively
hurt whitewater recreationonthi s river, and recommendations
on how to im proverecreation by changesin future operating
plans. PG&E isseeking arelicensebeforethe FERC for project
No. 137 onthisriver.

Accordingto AWA Regional Coordinator, Susan Schefule, the
Mokelumness on | chauwaynochaway Creek, by a Baker County
Superior Court jury. Thedefendant was charged after floating the
riverinaraft dongwithagoat and abaledf cotton,inorder to
show the “com mercial" navigability of theriver.

DNR issued ano-entry order in March 1992 to protect the
work being conducted at the Joseph W. Jones Ecologica Re-
search Center, whi ch ownstheland on both sidesof afourteen
milestretch of thi s river. Lindsey Boring, director of the center
set thetone of thi s discussionin arecent newspaper interview
“This isareal populistschool (of thought) that privateland ought
to beopened up to public use, and | think |landownersneedto
havea great deal of concernaboutthis." Boringalso added that
the center would continu e to prosecutetrespassers. ll

7 south this fall.

Costa Rica Whitewater '94 C U STGM .
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ogtaRica isboth akayak adventurer's Warmth G R A p H I T E i
wonderlandand ardaxing tropicd vaca

tion. Class | to V1 whitaNater_riverstaN Mile-high Ender Spots A ——— PAD‘ B I.Ei -

to theseafrom 12,000 foot mountains. The Tropical Paradise { {

tropicd flora, exoticwildife and wonderful rivers
accentuated by waterfals makefor both physi-
cally and ¥istally dimulaingtrips.

Yalll paddle stretchesd classcwhitewater,
play in mile-high ender spotsand surf the perfect

hole- without seeinganother paddier or raft on theriver. comfortablehotel
accommodationsand qudity medsare pro-
vided on dl trips. Our guidesare experienced
international paddlersand somed the best
whitewater ingtructorsin thefidd.

Expert, advanced and intermediatetripsare
scheduled for October and November. Experi-
encethewarmth of a Codta Rican fdl.Join us
for alifetimesworth d paddlingopportunities.

Contact us for afree color booklet about
Costa Rica and our other paddling adventures.
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CONSERVATION

Noneof these! KR3 isKern River Num-

ber 3, a hydroel ectric project on the North
Fork (Upper) Kernriver,a dam seeking a
new 30 year licensebeforethe Federal En

ergy Regulatory Commission( FER)) .
a so standsfor opportunity, and offersper-

by Rich Bowers hapsan adrenal i ne- filled preview of the
. . . . future of whitewater recreation.

KR3 - Another first ascent in the Himalayas? A new line of The opportunitiespresented are broad-
wilderness tents? Another non-alcoholic brew? o ey nosite
whitewater boaters. It isby far the biggest
prizeavailableunder the current slate of
new FERC licenses,and onein whichthe
AWA isfullyinvol ved.

KR3 holdsthi s prestigiouspositionfor
three primary reasons. the Kern's out-
standingand diversified resources;it'sr ec-
reation pot ential, and the timing of thi s
relicense. To capitalizeon each of these
issues, and to maximizeopportunitiesde-
pendson one centra 1i ssue — morewater
for theriver.

Resources

The outstandingrecreational resources

The Gamibler i 2 very fau, compact fayak. s ayymmetrical of the Kern havelong been recognized

¥ Bl provide speed, rability and control in tight from the casual tourist to the Congressof

desientt and waterfall jamping An excellent cholce | the United States. In early 1968, the North
for | Fork Kern River wasidentifiedfor study

asa possible candidatefor Nationd Wild
and Scenic prote ction. On November 24,
1987, dlongwithtwo other classicSierra
Rivers, the Merced and the Kings River,
portionsof both the North and South
Forksdf the Kern wereincluded under
ths Act.

Boatershaveal so recognized the out-
standing propertieson the Kern Thissum-
mer marksthe30th annual "Kern River
Race, which wass tarted in 1963 by local
Kern paddler TomJohnson

Running off of Mt. Whitney (14,495)
and theeastern crest of theSierraNevada
mountains(averagecrest 10,000"), the
North Fork offers both outstanding
s whitewater and recreational fishing. The

. - g o North Kernisuniquein that it supports
The Hurricane redefinesthe == 2SS g boththe Kern River rainbow trout, and the
: [ Federally listed (threatened) Little Kern
art plyboa lngWIth i ; el goldentrout. From SequoiaNationd Park
e fuuck ramit = - 1 tothe Forksof the Kern, theriver runsfor

- hull and wide low volume stern. Resistance free spinning, & 20 milesthroughthe Golden Trout Wider-

-~ Instantaneous enders and unbelievable ecoe control make Forabee Latiloq Lomts Initssouthern run, the Upper Kern

~ i the ultimate rodeo hole and wave Surfing boat. Wllbwmﬂm'ﬂfﬁ drops approximately 10,000feet before
P B &ET7, Boulder, (0 BOSOE reaching the Army Corpsimpoundmentat

Lakelsabella (2,6 05). Thi S upper section

—m-m——- (00} bA-2106 / Fax: ﬂmw’& offersthegreatéﬁvertical dropd any
“ I | I l!l 5 s it e Weﬂernriver,_andinclud%some&mil&s

of mostly continuouscla ss III, IVand V
boating.Besides gradient and continuous
whitewater, the North Fork Kernal so of-
fersnumerousshort runswhichcanbe
combinedin any number of ways.
Boatable I uns include the Upper Wilder-

American Whitewater VH@%@ 199
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nessarea, the Forks, Limestone,
Fairview*, Chamise Gorge*, Gold Ledge*,
Cable* and Powerhouseruns.

TheLower Kern run below Lake
Isabella offersan additional 32 milesof ad-
vanced whitewater which i srunnable June
through August si nce boatable flowscoin-
cidewithsummer irrigationreleases. Inal
-over 110 milesof whitewater.

Potential

Perhapsd even greaterimportancefor
recreation, the Kernisthe closest
whitewater river for SouthernCalifornias
30 millionresidents. It's only ashort three
hour drivefrom Los Angdles, about the
same distanceasfrom Washington, DC to
the Upper Y oughiogheny.

TheKR3 diversiondam, builtin 1921
and sittingsome 24 milesbelow the
Johnsondal eBridge (the take-out for the
Forks), drastical ly reducestheflow of wa-
terina 16 mile bypassedreach of the Kern
(including the *runs noted above), and the
dam effectively bloc ks the continued navi-
gability of th s river.But changesina new
licensecould providea morereliableflow
totheriver,aflow whi ch could benefit
many interests,including whitewater. Thi s
project now diverts70to 90% of the natu-
ra flow during fall and winter (30 to 60%
spring/summer).

Re- alocationof water prioritiescould
also provideaminimumoaf six to eight ad-
ditional weekendsof b oatingflowsto ef-
fectively extend the boating season. While
six to eight weekends may not sound like
alot, remember that these could be prime
early summer weekends.

Optimumflow levelsfor recreation,
combined with six scheduled weekend re-
leases haveallowed the Gauley River to
generate$30 millionannudly to the State
of West Virginialn additionto water re-
|eases, a request has been madeto study
the possibility of building achutearound
Fairview Dam. Thi s would combinethe
Limestoner un with therest of theriver,
creatingacontinuous(not including pos-
sible portages) run all theway intot he
t own of Kernville. This20 mile, class1l],
IV, and V whitewater resource, when com-
bined withthe nearby populationand pro-
posedincreasein Forest Service (USFS)
permits, could well provideone df the
greatest recreation/economic benefitsto
thestate.

Timing

Therdicensingof thi s project comesat
atimewhen recreation needsar e expand-
ing dramatically,and when technology
and skill levels have teamed with the

growth for more demanding outdoor expe-
riences. The Kern addresses both of these

needs. Before, hydro-applicants protected
their investmentsand bottom line by em-
phasizinglost power revenues. Thesefi ¢
uresrepresentedriversused exclusively
for power generation,-and offered stagger-
ingfigureson coststo share-holdersand
rate-payers. But the understandingof the
importanceof non-power useof our rivers
issteadily growing, and the daysdf single
purposeriver usemay beover. Inaddition,
non- power use, including whitewater rec-
reation, isnow introducingsome pretty
impressivefiguresd itsown.

Cdiforniaprovidessome downrightin-
crediblestatistics. Accordingto the Cdi-
forniaDivison of Boatingand Waterways.

- Over $30 Billionwas spent | ast year
on outdoor recreationin CA. ("Cdifornia
Rivers,a Public Trust Report” produced
by the CA State LandsCommissionin
Sept. 1993) o

- Whitewater recreationincreased over
2000% in thelast 23years.

- $30 millionwasgenerated from
whitewater during 1992 on just the South
Fork American (Even with poor flow-
phoneinformationt!).

- An estimated 103,000 people now use
the Kernfor paddlesports (commercial

27

MUSIC RIVER, INC.
Dept. C, P. O. Box 53545
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CONSERVATION
and private). Withthese statisticshas
comeashiftinemphasis. Itisnolonger an
issue betweenthe overal public good (en-
ergyraes) and asm all special interest
group (boaters). Thequestion now asked
iswhether the profitsof aspecial corpo-
rateinterest should outweighthe potential
economicgrowth of theregionand state.

The Present Situation

The AWA requested recreationstudies
forthis river asearly as1991, and formally
intervenedinthi s project (dong with
AmericanR ivers, Friendsof the River,
and four commercial outfitters)in Decem-
ber of 1992.0ther playersincludethe
USFS, USFishand WildlifeService, CA
Dept. of Fishand Game, and CA Dept. of
Boating and Waterways.

Throughthi s processtheintervenors
sought to have SCE do thefollowing: com-
pleteaformal recreationplanforthi s sec-
tion of the Kermn; recognizethe outstanding
vaue of the Wild and Scenic Kern (20
milesare designated asarecreational
river, 16 of these 20 are dewatered by this
project); address the 16 mile bypass, ad-
dressthe economic benefitsof an ex-

33)

Take a wild whitewater ride down MUSIC RIVER! From "White-
water Woman" to "Talkin' Canoe Blues," the songs on this hot new
cassette are really making waves! Send check or money o

rder for

DBacklind

Custom built wood canoe
and kayak paddles, handcrafted
to your specifications

K .J. Backlund
(301) 253-4947
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panded whitewater season; and study the
possibilityof buildinga boatingchute at
Fairview Dam.

In addition, the intervenorsrequested
SCE to address a Resource Mitigation
Fund and a project decommissioningfund

InMarchof thi s year, the AWA at-
tended agency and public meetingswith
SCE, FERC, and an array of consultants.
Thefollowingisan updateon recreationa
issuesnow on the table:Whitewater Stud-
ies.

SCE has objectedto requestsfor fur-

ther whitewater studies, even though infor-

mation isnonexistent inseveral critical
areas (such asoptimumflowsand flow du-
ration). Whilesomeinformationiscur-
rently available, additional informationis
needed to lock down a ctual need and to

provide the potential economic advantage:

of recreation.

For instance, SCE can now use620 cfs
to maximizecapacity at Fairview Dam, a
run of the river project (no reservair). By
determinin g how many hoursof flow re-
leaseare needed for boating (SCE cur-
rently uses 24 hoursincluding nighttime),
we canlimit the number o f hoursper day,
and expandthe number of "days" we can
boat. Basicdly, less hoursmeans more

days.

ua.litjr; Value
- & SaviceYau
' Can Count On.

-~ Call or write for afree
- catalog o products
river-tested at our

- paddling school.

(715) 882-5400
B Whitewater

B EE N speciaty

L N3894 Hwy. 55
White Lake, W1 54491

e Ty

Also, by playing with how SCE gets
thi s 620 cfs. (now taken off thetop, mi-
nusafish maintenanceflow of between
40t0 100 cfs)), additional dayscould be
used for recreation during a broader
rangeadf natural flows- again more boat-
ing days.For reference, typica spring run-
off flowsreach 4,000to 6,000cfs.

Extremeflowshavebeenlogged at
60,000cfs. Whilethe AWA and commer-
cial interestshavereiteratedthe need for
thesestudies, it isasyet unclear whether
FERC wvill require SCE to compl etethem.
Several optionsremain, FERC may ask
the AWA to completetheir ownstudies,
or depend entirely on existinginforma
tion.

Fairview Dam Boating
Chute

Theriver abovethissite (Limestone
Run), offersapproximatelythree miles of

| excdllent whitewater with an additional
| three milesb elow the Ken #3 power-

house (Powerhouse Run). A boating
chutewould createa continuous twenty-
two milerecreational opportunity onthe
Kern River. Thisadditional opportunity

I will significantly increasethe economic

viability of recreational interestsinthi s
area

In February, SCE compl eted an exten-
sivestudy onthisissue. However, since
thefirst boating chutestudy request
made by AWA in 199 2, thisstudy has ex-
panded from buildinga boat bypass
around a man-madediversiondam, to
major restructuring of theriver, adiver
sion encompassingFairview Dam and
many of the rapidsdownstream (in ex-
cessof 2500feet to avoid perceivedliabil-
ity and create a“ saf€” classIV run), and
acost rangedf between $4,956,400and
$9,912,800.

In the March mestings, it wasappar-
ent that no onewasgoingto alow major
restructuringof a Wid and Scenic River
(including thestate, USFS, Fishery inter-
ests, AWA and FERC). However, there
wasinterestinlooking at the origina
AWA ideadf achutearound thedam
(only) toimprovetherun, with asmple
portagetra | around theclassV drops. An
existingfish ladder is under consider-
ationfor removal, and could providea
cost saving plusfor this idea A reduction
in project scopewould alsoreducethe
origina cost estimate.

Besidesthe benefitsdf providinga un-
interrupted run, the AWA supportsthi s
boating chute concept becauseit pro-
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videsa good vehicl etoimprovethe way
managing agenciesview recreation needs.

Mitigation and
Decommissioning Fund

A settlement agreement isonthetable
between SCE and state and federal fishery
intereststo addressthelong awaited
North Fork H shery Management Plan,
and mitigatefor possiblefish entrainment
ontheKern.

TheCA Div. of Boatingand Waterways
has opened negotiationswith SCE to pro-
videsuch an agreement for recreationin
thefuture. Thi s would providefundsfor
accessand facility needsthroughoutthe
Kernwatershed. No substantiveplansnow
exist on how boaterswil 1 beincludedin
thi s process.

SCE hasrefusedtolook at plansto
eventually decommissionthisproject.
However, during the publicscoping meet-
ing in Kernville, thisissuewashigh onthe
priority list for long range protection of
theriver. The FERC isawaitinga nationa
decisionregardingt heir legal abilityto re-
quest such an action.

Future Action

Boatersneed to beaware d the chang-
ing role of river recreation,and anticipate
taking aleadingroleinthisfor thefuture.
Giventheeconomicgainstobehad, itis
evident that if boatersdo not takethelead,
there will be no shortfall in thoselooking
tofill our shoes.

If you livein Cdifornia talk up your ex-
perienceson the Kernto agenciesand leg-
idativerepresentatives. Discussthe
recreationa 1potential of thi s river.

Contact the CA Dept. of Boaingand
Waterways, and the USFSand see what
they are planning(a hint: the FShasinsti-
tuted anew lott ery systemin 1994 for the
Forks, and should berdleasinga Kern En-
vironmental Impact Statementin early
summer. Rumorscontinue on possiblepri-
vate boater accessfeesin thefuture).

For additional informationor to voice
your views, contact: Rich Bowers, AWA
ConservationProgram, 8630 Fenton
Street, Suite 910, S Iver Spring, MD 20910,
(301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121. Jm
Tedta, CdiforniaDepartment of Boating
and Waterways, 1629 S, Street,

Sacramento, CA 95814-7291, (916) 445
6281. Gene Blankenbaker, Digtrict Ranger,
USFS, Cannell Meadow Ranger Dist., 105
Whitney Rd., PO Box 6, Kernville, CA
93238, (619) 376-3781.1



I IRE Iy WP ureiecoy Iy it
while man’s msaliable
appetite for

."|'_'|'i||."L1l|'|ﬂ.'|'4'r'

Cebe "'I-E--'aﬁﬁqgﬂfriﬁff e O
niogii Quebec’s Rupert Ri

-::H-'-u;.‘ f’i‘* -""F




M

- Gore Canyon - been there. 4 : = st redae”, | kept telling myself, “Go
. ; & withtheflow".
Upper 9auley dore it. X [T the 2 hestir drive morth of CELuwm
9rand Canyon -got the tee shirt. Cataalt undar powar il i stat of ¥ through remote wilderniess didn't con-
r; wmmwmm 'ﬁvil'rurnu'tﬂ‘:wnﬂuﬂrﬂummmﬂn

E_jm'nﬂ'rmm mambers checking —
over the J.Rig for outfttmg at flshmg camp 50

.Ihl-_ﬂlﬂlﬂ_l.l.l.l'.u Camp Louds Jallier i 4
.E map af northern Qusebes showied hasically

From the American River tothe
Kennebec, | have paddled alot of
whitewater in North America. So when [
wasinvited metojoinan expeditionto
paddlethe Rupert River in northern Que-
bec, | wascurious.

Now I'm me "expert”. I'm just am ver-

“7% e roadintrudesintothi s wildernesscovering

_— = % anarealarger than the country of France.

Hell, | spentayearpmmu my chimb ¥ For 3280 5 day { Canadiian) you boo can
"ol Denall My anal retentve alter ego ﬁﬁfg?ﬁﬁﬁfﬂiﬁﬁﬁhmmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ'

age kayaker who manages o sneak away mie ask how | could prepare for this in one ¥ some of the finest fishing anywhere in the
fromwork to paddle more oftenthan % week. [rrational selfishness prevalled and % world. But we weren't there to fish, so we
most. And, happily, | usually manageto soon | found mysell packing my car and E st aboul rgging our 22 food “J-Rig, 18

sneak away 0 more interesting destina- telling my co-workers thai | was golng ¥ foot catarnft, and four kayaks in prepars-
tionsthan many of my peers. kayaking for a few weeks, % thon for our trek. The goar and equipment

ewex 0 discuss fhie expedition and view from Ty home i western New York, then— § outfit the Normandy invaston force: Nota-
some 3erial reconnaissance video of the another twelve hours north to the Cree In- ¢ by absent was beer. This would be a new

A neighbor, Bob Evans,invited me g I hend] drowe sk hours noeth (o Ottawa ¥ spread out before us looked like enough ic

river. Bob poppedthetapeinthe VCR and, 5 dian village of Mistassini. ¥ ki ol Fver trip for el

foran hour, | stared wideeyed at the big- Here we wene (o meet our Cree :': [neluded were three outboard motors

gest whitewater| had ever seen gubides. But the next moming, an hour be- % 10 help traverse th endless miles of still
My first responsewas"Youwon't fore we were (o beave, our guldes were no- & water between the wild rapids. | kept

catch me dead em fhat stuff!”. But Bob had £ where o be foand. This news speesd ¥ thimddmg to megrsedf, °1 hope we don't have

every intention of running 230 miles down g—through the villsge snd soon bwaothor '{

the Rupert river, and, of beiig thefird to guiides were recrulted Undaunted, [ The Rupert runs 325 milesfrom Lake

running il the drops. climbed aboard an Otter Aoat plane with S Mistissani to James Bay. The Cree name
116t my ego take mwes and said, “sign nine other whitewaler enthusiass and for the Rupert is Cebe Waskaganish. The
me up”. I pictured fame and glory, eems M 70 miles to Camp Lowis Jolliet-the ¥ Creehavelived along the Rgpenf_over
mercial endorsements, photo sessions  headwatersof the Rupert River. 5000 yearsand it wasnot util theearly
with the Swedish bikini team. Provided, of l: Thislast minute, "fly by the seat of part of thiscentury that the Creeculture
course, | survived. = your pants’ attitude would prevail (much ¥ hasfelt thewhiteman'sinfluence.
“By the way”, Bob said, “We leave in “to the dismay of my anal retentive alter § Addefrom the French voyagers, who
—onewek"., _ S ego)throughtheentiretrp. " usedthe Ruperttotransportfurs, and oc- .

merican Whitewater v May/June 199



N

E tively paddled several classII-III rapids.
¥ Not havingto paddle thelong sectionsof
flatwater wasdownright decadent Here

casional canoei sts, the Rupert has not
been disturbed. The Creedon't swim, but
they have paddled the Rupert's waters-

vAIDRA, .ql .

portagingit'srapids- for the past several Above: Eric "dances with waves" from the kayakerswould paddlethe best and
mi I_Iennlal was planning on runningthe Montreal dances through the bottom of Big ¥ ridetherest. _
rapids, but likethe Cree, | wasnot plan- Joe Fallsphoto by Dan Cochran ~ Halfway through thefirst day, we

ningtoswim!

Theprimary residentsd thi s north
country are black flies, mosquitos and
horseflies. Theseinsectstook t urns de-
vouringusaongtheriver. | asked our
Creeguidesif the bugsever go away. Smil-
ing they replied "When the snow comes."

came upon alargeareaof forest that had
¥ burned so recentlythet it wasstill smok-

ing. The Creeguide, whose hunting terri-

tory weweretraveling through, explained
bec isan homogeneouswildernessof g that the burn wasgood, clearingout the
spruce forest, rivers,and lakes,thisisan & denseunderbrushand opening up the
amazing skill. ¥ woodsto larger gamelike mooseand cari-
Thebugsseemed to prefer "white meat". We eventually motored our raftsout of ¥ bou. Theburn extendedfor fifteenmiles.
Our Creeguidesnever seemed bothered Camp Louis Jolliet and Lake Mistissani : After our group scouted Big Joe Falls,
by the cloud of insectsthat plagued us ¥ intothe Rupert. Virgin black spruceforest ¥ thefirst elass V ontheliver, we decided to
aongour river trip. v and bog surrounded usfor thousandsof ¥ camp andrun itinthe morning. Big Joe

I quickly learned that the Creehavea % sguaremiles. Thetreesweredightly E s dropsabout 50feet throughthree
¥

A A A A AV A AN AN AN AA]

LA

much different sense of timeand space X stunted from the harsh wi nters, winters channels. Theriver left channel isclassIv,
than mine. When our original guidesfailed ¥ thatfeaturetemperaturesof 30 below for ¥ themiddle channelis ClassV and theright
to materialize,the other Creedidntseem ¥ twotothree months. | wasgladitwasthe ¥ channel an unrunnable boulder garden.
concerned. The Creeare not onany par- X first week of July. Thewater wassurpris- é We scouted the shorelinefor asuitable
ticular timeschedule. Today isthesameas ¥ ingly warm. camp amidst the charcoal forest and
tomorrow. Days becomeseasonsand the ‘( As we approachedthefirst rapid | ea ¥ choseasmall , breezy pointto avoid the

seasons change. SuchisCreetime. ¥ gerly suited upwithfellow kayakersDon ¥ ravenoushoard of insects.

Distance was much thesame. When ¥ and Eric. Welaunched off thedeck of the We named our campsite" Potato
we would ask the distanceto acertain Z Jrigand surfedtheglassywavesd this ¥ Point" dueto theabundanced potato
point, thestandard responsewas"about % benign classthreerapid. Content, we X sized rocks. Our campsitelooked like

an hour". TheCreethink intermsof days & climbed back on board the “J” and contin- N ground zero. Choosinga campsiteeach

of travel. Inavast wilderness, timeand ued downtheriver. é night would becomearitua governed by

distance becomeinsignificant. § It dawned on usthat many of ther ap group dynamics. Wewould spend astupid
The Creeal so ignoremapsin favor of idsontheriver had no names, sowe amount of timesearchingfor the perfect

memory. They cantravel al day with out ; imaginatively namedthefirst,"Initiation”. 4 spot until wewereexhausted, then we

theaid of amap and know exactly where § Our first day'sitinerary calledfor usto ¥ wouldsettlefor amediocreone. Thefol-

they are. Consideringthat northernQue- X travel 30 milesthefirst day. Weselec- ¥ lowing morning weinevitably noticeda
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better site nearby.

The next morning as we brokecamp, a

Lbseleqy %bec heli (mm“ﬂed over-
head. It a rude disturbance in this
pristine wildermess. It reminded ms ol the
threat hydro holdsfor this river system.
The proposed James Bay 111 project would
dam and divert the Nottaway and
Broadback into the Rupert. The Rupert
would bethesite of hugedamsand gener-
ating facilities; the wildernessand the
Cree's ancestral homelandsand hunting
grounds would be submerged beneath a
series of huge lakes. The flood would mo-
bilize the mercury in the soil and contami-
nate thefood chain.

We scouted Big Joe one mere time. I
rantheclasslV left channel first. The
cataraft, with oars, followed my line. We
paddled around the island at the bottom of
the rapid and set up safety for the “J"-rig.
The “J” pam The meaty class V center &an-
nel. The plan was W@ skirt @ house size
holes and mmm out the meame train. But Greg
and Glen, our Grand Canyon veterans,
blew their line& the top and we watched
the firsthiole swallow the “J” completely.
Thelast thing | saw wastheraft's motor
fly upward asthey disappearedinto the
hole.

A few secondslater, the“J” reap-
peared and miraculously missed the set-

= |
Above : Dary! pilots the cataraft over the rlght
legipas of “Drop Dead Fals™; photo by Dan
Cochan

ond hole. Damage assessment: one bent
iransoi, onedinged prop, and one
E sprained ankbe,

Wisely, our Cree guide, Big Joe,
ml[l.ll-:'-lia].'l this froim thi sadety of shone.
I his mind T am sure hewasthinking,
=While man cray! " Big Joe wasskeptical
about running whitewater. Hetold us
ifaai ihe spinits In ife rapidsshould not be

E distuarbel
Big Joetold astory of a hunter and
rtaging arapid. As
l.]:w:. linid thelr canoe downonesideof an
it ey o et of thelineand the car
_nowe drifled away. They werestranded on
the island becanse they could not swim- e
shian: Uroaigh the mpibs. The odd mon sat
“ml inedilaled Tor & wihile AJLer o
tiane, he stood up and announced, *"The ot- &
ter will hedp s®; ¥
e Thefather set about pulling up small é
£ sprucetreesand constructing araft. With
« polein hand, heset out acrosstheriver for i
E the far shore. The son told Fis father he

AMMNWH

¥ would surely drown. Thecurrent would

take him downstreamand into therapids.

Thefather explained he had promised the

spirit of theotter not set as many trapsif

é the ofier would allow the raft tc enass the

river safely. The son watched theold man

g ashesilently poled acrosstheriver, asif
therewasno current. Onceacross, here-
trieved the canoeand hisson. We
certainly could have used the help of the
otter spiritin guidingourrét through Big
JoeFdls.

¥ Qr nextchal engewas ariver wide,

E 15foot drop extending 50 yardsfrom
shoreto shore. Therightsideoffereda
classIV sneak- by “boofing” over two
ledges. Theleft side offeredadrop infoa
holeof monstrousproportions. Thekay-

¥ aks and cataraft run right without inci-

s dent. The“J” ranthe meat of the hole, this
time, surprisingly, with Big Joe on board.

f In the eddy below, we considerednames
for the drop. Nameslike “Daryl’s Drop" or
“Cranial Explosion" were considered, but
Big Joe suggested "Drop Dead Fdls'. Re-

specting hissize, we offered no argument

Thebend intheframeonthe Jrigin-
creased darmingly asaresult of running

"Drop Dead Falls'. Fortunately,the rest of

thesecond day's itinerary provided only a

few classII - I rapidsand somelong

stretches of flatwater. Wetowed the “J”
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with the cataraft and maderepairsto the
frame and transom on the move. That
night we camped at atrapper' cabinsitu-
ated on a point besideasmall bay. The
cabin was romanticlooking but
screenless, a potential red cross blood do-

nation center. | decidedto stay inmy tent;

it had abug net.
Our Creeguides,Jamesand Joe, were

expert outdoors men, at homein the bush.

Joetold usthat histrap linecoveredthe
largeareaaround us. Hesaid hetrapsa
givenareafor two or threeyearsand then
letsit "rest". The Cree havepracticedthi s
formdf “crop rotation” for thousandsof
years. They havea great respect for the
land- they refer 0 if as their “garden”.
They never take more than thelandcan
give.

Another Creetraditioninvolves mak-
ing a morning offering of tobacco m the
river Spiritsin return for safe passage. We
wereconcerned that wewould anger the
river spirits because nonedf ussmoked,
but Big Joe smoked and made the appro-
priate offeringson our behalf.

Our other Cree guide, James, Wi= gn
expert fisherman. He could useeither fy
or lureto catch hisquarry. He would reel

ALy
W

June 25, 1994 (two weeks after the Ocoee River Rodeo)

=" “In memory o’ the King, Squirt Rodeo
(I'stprize - collectors edition black velvet EMs painting and a six pck of PBR)

=5 Lots o' manufacturers with tons of demo boats to try out
(Perception, Dagger, Prijon, just to name a few)

o=~ Silent Auction

v~ Used Equipment Sale (bring your stuff)

= Films
e Raffle
o= Music and food

v Whitewater vendors

= Free Camping

WATA

2 A NNUAL
DA R
ITEWATER FESTAVAI.

¥ in 15 pound Northern Pike and then grab
themwith the eyesbetween histhumb

¥ and forefinger. It wasn't gvpry pretiy sight

s but it effectively parayzed thefish. James

X

AAAC NS B

mms intrigued by our kayaks, a boat he had
¥ never seen before. However, sizewise, he

¥ definitely would have needed a Dancer
T

s

¥ Above: Jake from Waskaganish on the

Ruppert River describes the abandoned old
Nemaska to Gary Smith. Old Nemaska will
By thefourth day we had covered 93 completely dissappear underwater if project
¥ miles, tackled two major dropsand alot of E proceeds; photo by Dan Cochran
classII - ITI, and we had donealot of great ®
fishing. We motoredfor 6 hours down ¥
¥

A

river in the morning and arrived at afish-

N ing camp called Mesgoose, jast in fime for

"|

RIVER: AN

et purnall 1 Cofurmbia, Jouth Carcdra andl pot on
sy . book for 128 and besed ires 1ewn. Got ol the

2 ivahasky 700 on i hased treards e Joa ALThe T mkR D NpE
& Carnd Liewn e Tofioew tha s’

For mars inks wnd voliniser opportuaitss wiile
Cllwy Brarnackn, 4720 PortoBallo R, Columisa, 5C 19106
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animpressive thunderstorm. The"camp"
consisted of several shacks.

A dirt road lead tothelarger villagedof
Nemaska

Sofar the Rupert had carriedus
through aspectacul ar wilderness, but we

had not had the thrilling .
water experiencel washopingfor. But my
perception of the river wasabout to
change.

Wesplit into twWo groups at Mesgoose. g
The“J” needed a better repair job, one ;
which required m welder. We had radioed
aheadfor atruck to transport the “J” ic b4
Nemaskafor repairs. Fiveof uscontinued
down river 28 miles wiili three kayaks and
the cataraft, planning to rendezvouswith
the Jrig that afternoonwherethedirt road
crossestheriver. Thefirst 12 mileswere ;
flatwater. To maketimewetowed our
kayaks(with occupantsinside) behindthe
cataraft. We knew the nextsectionheld 2
bigger and morecontinuouswhitewater. 5
Wereached thefirst horizonstretching 2
100yardsacrosstheriver. Anisland split
thelarger right channel fromtheleft. The |

—E N NN ] ] TN

Nl TNl T ] NNl

% consisted of a10 foot dropinto aterminal

n
?. na holeand wavetrai nfollowed. Theline
was definitely classV.

Below: Greg Williams trys to correct the |-Rig i ThewasaclassIVsneak on theright
in the smiddle fof 'Swimming Loon' rapid on % side ﬂﬁrﬁdequate for the l@é but
the Ruppert River while Expedition leader X not the * So the cataraft " the left;
¥ skirfing holes and mocks - class [V,
Bob Evans and Randy Truedale hang on = Our confidencewasrunninghighas
fight;; PPOIC by Dan Cochrar % weapproachedthenext rapid Inthelead,
* Eric (also known as"Danceswith Waves')
sight with large, 20 foot breakingwaves, 1 gesturedtotheleft with hispaddieas he
no doubt they concealingcrusher holes. A ; disappearedover the horizon. It wasthen|
scout fromthe right shore would havere- 3 noticed that | wasdrifting directly intothe
quired too muchtime, so | scouted theleft E middle of a40foot wide, upstreamfacing
channel from shore. | saw an easy line X ledgehole. | paddiedfor al | wasworth-
through classIIT+ waves. Theview from }l about 23 cents-to theright, hoping to
the bottom confirmed our concernsabout ?’; avoidit. But my evasiveactiondidn't
theright channel. A fleet of Greyhound i work.
busescould havebeen buriedinthehy- % My companionswatchedin horror asl
draulics hiddenintheright channel. ; dropped into the abyss. | remember think-
We continued downstream toan even x ingthat | really didn't want to be there.
larger, morecomplex drop, one which we § | braced mysdf for what might have

' g

christened "Double Drop” duetoitscon- beenan eternal sidesurf. | looked at the
figuration. Theapproachwas I50 yards wallsof water around me and thought of
widewithanidandontheleft. Themiddlex all the escapetechniques! had ever heard
about to usewheninthesesituations|

hole, followed by alargewavetrain. A knew a helicopterwasout of the question

A

right channel continued 300 yardsout of 2 second 10foot plungeinto another termi- % and working nmy way out either end of the




hole wasimpossible. | decidedtotry to
ender freeand spun my boat around
frontwards.

Ameazingly, it worked. | wasviolently
ejected from the hole, and in fhe process,
g/ected from my boat also. Well at least |
didnt doaneternal cartwhed. The
cataraft positioneditself downstreamto
pick me up. Darryl and Greg pulled me
ontotherdt and asked why we hadn't
scouted thedrop fromshore. In retrospec-
tive, | decided that would havebeena
goodidea

I named that holesimply "Maytag”. My
companionsnamed me" Swimswith
Waves'.

We had a breather forfour milesand
motored theflatwater. I composed mysdf
and redlized that “Maytag”, was now the
proud owner of my sunglasses, a8 wel| as
my pride. We cameto the one morebig
drop, astraightforward classII+ which
we namedit" Power Ling" after the hydro
Quebectransmissionlinethat passes
nearby.

A milebelow we cametothe bridge
and road from Mesgoose. Below the
bridge theriver constricted from 150
yar ds wideto 60feet wide. | could see

| AL

AR

A A

AL

 Above: Eric R studying 'Water that
Disappears Tapid on the Ruppert River

photo by Dan Cochran

something nasty spitting water below. We
quickly pulled up on shore.

It had been a hectic afternoon. We
hiked up to the bridge and gazed upon a
E truly hellishsite. Therapid below mewas
¥ called “Water That Disappears” by the

g Cree. It wasachaotic mess. Fifty yardsof
15to 20foot wavesleadinto a 25 foot wa

$ terfall. This wasfollowed by 150 yardsof

¥ violent, pulsing, vortex infested
whitewater. Thelinewas obvious, Survi v
wasnot.

% Wesat and stared at thi s wonderfor

% quitesometime. Gore Falls, LavaF | s,

¥

the Niagara Gorge. No, nonedf these came

closeto what wasinfront of me. It
soundedlike the 1812 Overturebeing
; played onthe 4th of July. My heart was
¥ pounding.
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Thewavesintheapproachwerea

surfer'sdream. Therewasasmall eddy on

¥ river left not far below that would have
providedrefuge. But if you missed that

¥ eddy,you would become"DasU-Boat".

E Wewatched thesettingsunturn the

¥ spray and mist into diamondsdancingon
ar. Wecamped abovethedropand, inthe
morning, decided against running "Water
That Disappears”...|est we become“Pad-

% dlersthat Disappear".

¥  Weloadedour gear onatruck and

¥ shuttled 3milesdown the road toa Cree
fishing campon atributaryto the Rupert
Theideawasto avoid "Water That Disap-
pears' and enter theriver below it.

% Wewaited there all day for the “J” rig
to arrivefrom Nemaska. To avoid bore-

5 dom we played musical r ocks off the

¥ tributary bridge. Different size rocksmade
differenttoneswhentamed intostill wa-

¥ ter. Wegtarted withsimplemelodieslike

¥'Smoke on the Water" and progressed to

¥ complex tunes by Beethoven and Bach.

£ Weeven managed somerap, throwing

g sand into thewater to duplicatethe
scratchingsounds. After we grew bored

¥ withtli's, Ericand Darryl held astupid

: paddletrick competitionin the middleof



g |

thedirt road. Onceagain, I'msure our
Creeguideswerethinking" stupid white
man’.

Around 6°M the “J” arrived, repaired

¥ Sturgeon”. Sturgeon, which typicaly

£ wei gh 1530 pounds, migrateup the

¥ RupertfromJamesBay to

¥ spawn.”Spawning Sturgeon Rapid" isafa-

and ready to go. Wedecidedtostay at the ) - . vorite fishing spot for the Cree. Because

Cree camp for the night and get afresh :;: Above: Greg Williams and Glen bracing the rapidislong we camped and waited il

: . . - themselves for a huge stopper hole at the top & ]

startinthemorning. That nightwedined "0, 5500 el on the 2nd day down the & Mg - st

on moosestew and discussedtheupcom- ¢ g . y ¥  Therapid was150 yardswideand 3/4

. . ) ) ? Ruppert; photo by Dan Cochran ¥ . - _

ing rapidswith our new guide, Ken. James > of amile long.The right wasclassV witha

and Joe had taken their leave aswe | eft 4 Q nasty ledgeand theleft wasa class1l boul-

Joe's hunting territory and entered that of 7 % der garden. | snuck theleft followed by

Ken'sfamily. Kentold usthe Cree names g the cataraft and set up below to photo-

for the rapidsto come. Hewasevenmore Jera optionswhich we referredto as"Door é graphthe“J” run theright side. Thispre-

skeptical of rafts and kayakst han BigJoe. Y Number 1, Door Number 2, Door Number
That eveningthe cabin waswilled with

T N Nk N i
o

R

sented atrue Kodak moment when the =J”

. g
3and Door Number 4. And so we played E did an ender at theledge, then got away
thesound of English, Frenchand Cree. At  y"Let'sMakea Ded". ¥ clean. Eric ranthe ugly right side perfectly

times| had a hard time determining who Who would pick the door withthe in his kayak, asalways, finishingwith his
wasspeaking what. Eric had been kind ] Rice-aRoni behind it? The kayaksran left, E trademark,a bellowing Frenchman's
enoughtoteach meafew phrasesin gski rting 20' wavesand terminal holes. The E laugh.

French, but | wasfar from bilingual. My 2 cataraft ran the center ri ght channdl, When we met the motor launchfrom

Sl N N

“Frenglish” wasthe source of considerable ;¥ punchingalargehole. The“J” ran the big Nemaskadownstream, Ken chatteredin

¥
amusement; however Darryl Bangert, the £ meaty st uf fin the right channel, punching E Creeto our new guides. We knew he must
president of Cree Expeditions, waseven 3 throughthreehugeholes. Thenext v betelling them about the rapidshe has

worse. Frustrated, hesmply optedto 7 rapid wascalled"Monster Rapid” in Cree. just seen usrun There Cree howled,. most
make up French soundingwords. Eric 2 Ken, who wasborn besidethe thisrapidin ¥ likely they weretelling " stupid white man"
rolled onthefloorinlaughter. | wryly ob- January, noless, explainedthat the an- jokes. Our new set of guideswere Jamb,
served, "These French, they haveadiffer- cient oneshad seen agiantfrog-likemon- ¥ Eric, and Don. They sized up our rag tag
ent word for everything!" é ster t her e and hence named the rapid. ¥ fleet aswe motoredseveral milesdown

We named the first rapid bel ow "Water Theonly monsterswefound there ¥ river tothe old village of Nemaska.
That Disappears’ the"Swimming Loon" af- 5 weresurfingwaves,wespentanhouror £ Ojd Nemaskamay have been inhab-
ter Kentold usthat the ancient ones hed ;SO carving uptheirfaces. TiswasSurf itedfor as many as5000 years Nemaska
seen aloonswimtherapid. Kenhad noin- % City. Weeven surfed the cataraft with Ken & means"placewith many fish” The
tention of rafting through"Swimming aboard. He howled with fear, and then, de- ¥ Hudson Bay Company set up atrading
Loon" and walked along shore asoon as E light. ¥ post there in the 1700’s. Lifewasgood un-
wearrived. It wasadefiniteclassIV-V. ¥  \Wecontinued through several class1l- 11l the Hudson Bay Company pulled out
Onceagain wewere presented with sev- 2m rapidsbeforewereached”Spawning ¥ around 1970. Remoteand isolated, the vil-
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lage could not get supplies By this time
the Cree had become dependant upon
western goods. And sothevillagewas
abandonedand itsresidentsscattered
amongst the other Cree Bands.

Itisrumored that the Hudson Bay
company pulled out to facilitateHydro
Quebec's proposal toflood thearea If the
Creeweregone, the proposed project
would meet | essresistance.

We spent an hour exploringthe old vil-

Below: Glenn at Monster Rapid on the
Ruppert River, a Irue all day wave: photo by
Dan Cochran

A A AT A AA

lowed. We decided o camp on the sandy
lage, whichisstill used for ceremonia ac- , beachupsiream and sleep on our options.
tivities. A long beachr uns thelength of the That night Jamb fold us fhat fhe spir-
villageshoreline. The Old Hudson Bay itsof theWind and Rainlived on oneof
trading post sits empty on abluff overlook- ¥ theislandswe had passed after leaving
ingtheriver and village. Old Nemaska. He explainedthat one must
Ourtour of the abandonedvillage com- ¥ never speak theisand's nameor point to
plete, we motored another hour to thetop ¥ it when passing, lest the spiritsbecome
of the nexct big rapid, “Bending Elbow". We § angry and unleashtheir fury.
scouted "Bending Elbow"anddecidedit ¥ Whenwecrawled out of our bagsinthe
might better becalled "Broken Neck™. The & morning, we realized that we must have
river took aleft hand turnandsplitinto ¥ somehow offended those Spirits; it was
two channels. The main channel dropped & storming quite heavily. We broke camp
about 70 feet over 150 yardson aslab of % and took another look at Bending

A A, A

granite. Theresultwas 25- 30foot waves % EIbow.Scouting inthe rain made both
with holesthesize of ranchhouses. The sideslook worse. After agreat deal of dis-
right channel offered atwelvefoot drop, ¥ cussion, wedecidedtorun theright. The
either by way of a sheer waterfall, or a § other kayaksboofed the waterfall and the
dideintoahole A mellow wavetrain fol- 5 cataraft punched the hole. Welined the “J”

rigthrough the hole.

| had avery strangedreamthe night
before. A spirit had warned menot to
kayak Bending Elbow. ThedreamIeft me
with the premonition of disaster. Thi s
feding of impendingdoom wasso strong
that | portagedthedrop.

When| returnedto civilization, my
girlfriend brokedown intears. Shetold me
that shetoo had astrange dream that
same night. In her dream I had drowned!
She said I spoke tO her in fhie dream but
ghe could fiot understand my wordsbe-
cause [ mms underwater.

Her revelation was unnerving.I'm not
supersfitious, but | am glad I went with my
gut instincts and portaged. Unfortunately,
this frauma proved o be the Iast sitaw in
our relationshipand | am a paddlingbach-
clor onee again

After “Bending Elbow", the spirits
grew even meme angry and unleashed high
winds and rain. We foughtour way down
stream against 40 - 50 mphwindsand 4- 5
foot swells. After afew hoursof punish-
ment me built & fire and wamm s chilly
bones. We scouted the next dropand
picked am easy class IV line, leaving the
class V alternative for another time.
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Wemotored throughthecoldrantoa
Creehunting camp. Wewereal | mildly hy-
pothermic and happy to take refugefor
the night in acrude cabin. Except of
oourse for Myl the Vall Legend, wha
had moreenergy than all of uscombined.
Hereturnedto theriver to surf theswells
whilewe mumbled and warmed ourselves
by thelire.

The next morning the weather wasfair
aswe motored two hoursto " Oatmesal
Fdls', thespot wherewe planned to end
our river journey. Herewe encountered
thefirst paved road in 230 miles. About a
hundred Cree had congregated to watch
usrunthedrop.

| remembered thevideoed aerial re-
connaissanceof Oatmeal asbeing horren-
dous. Wdl, the real thing was much worse.
As we motored towardstherapidal | we
could ssewasa horizonlineand thetop of
the highway bridge a miledownstream.
Thebridgesat 150feet abovethewater.

Wewent ashore and the Cree drove us
tothe bridgeand to the bottom of thefalls.
We soon discovered why they campedin
inclementweather to watch usr un the
drop. | too would have camped overnight
in bad weather to watch somefool run
that thing.

Therapidlooked likesomeonehas
spilled abowl of oatmeal,dlowingit run
off inseveral directions, over the edge of
thetableontoachair, then off thechair
onto thefloor. The Rupert splitinto four

" » - ‘--'_..
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: Trom (he i oo adeo, bot ol (e lovel the
& river was flowing, i was clearly oun of the
dpeal b
toove Frenests show a Vine bt % __Therewestood withmouthsagape
_Disappeacs’ rapkl-on the-Rupper-River: X while ane hundred Croe walied for u=s o
pholo by Dan Cochvan. Below: A futus Cres & CONQuer Oatmeal Falls. Where isHenry
Expeditions guids begins with practics on : Kissinger whenyou need him?Westalled
Champaign Lake t Nemasea: phota by Dan_x bY S0outingsome more. The Cree werebe-
Cochran ¥ ginning to grow impatient. They that if we
:‘rud ot this far, this monster would be
& N problem.
1: We decided a diplomaticcompromise
i wasto launchthe kayaksjust below the
| % Tast terminal hydrauliconriver left and
% Tan i permaining 200 yards of classIl
& water. Tur compromise satisfied the Cree
andd they cheered as we paddied past. In
b Tnct, they enjoined the show so muach they
% insiste we do it again and again. Four
& Limes to be exact. Thehad never seen kay-
| ¥ ks hefore 5o i was quitethe show. They
1 oooked moose, eaver, sturgeon and
'_:'.—# % goose over open fires along shore as we
* sadbed by- we were the stars afl their dinner
channets. The main chanme] tumed slightly & show,
left and plunged over severnl ledges into % A crowd of kds walted on shiore be
termindl hydmulics, climaxing with a hole & bow the rapld. After some coaxing, one
0 big, you could surf three ranch houses in % young Cree dared to get in a kayak and
it. That's not all. Downstream of this ™ paucledle around the eddy, Soon the other
mstheer of all holes was o broken sinb & kids whene fghting (o try out the kayaks
whhbch created & rooster il sh waking A0 : But after an hour of this we hed to be on
feel In the alr. The two middle channels & CHr Wy,
split fram the left channe] below the termi- L W loaded vy our gear onto trscks and
nal kedges, so they are out of the question. & drove 120 lan down a dint road 1o New
The mght channe had ksoked mmnabile * Memasha. New Nemaskoon modemn village
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with 600 residents, servesasthe regional
headquartersfor the Cree Bands. Aswe
droveintothe village, we spotted the tow-
eringfour milliondollar administrative
building, whichisshaped likegoosein
flightand sitson the shore of Champion
Lake

Weweretreated likeherosand lodged
inthe hotel locatedin the administrative
building.Hot showers, real beds, a restau-
rant, what more could you want?A beer of
course. Unfortunately,all of the Creevil-
lages aredry,soourthirgd went
unguenched. However we wererewarded
in other ways.

Jacob took me on atour of town. We
weretrailed by amob of curiouskidsand
apack of dogs. Jacob translatedas an old
woman showed mesome traditional medi-
cines. She held up what looked likesd |
pepperoni... dried beaver bladders. They
aremadeintoapasteto beappliedto cuts
and wounds. The Creedso makeatea
fromthe beaver bladderstotreat malaise.
| explained that | wasfedingvery well and
thanked the woman for themedical les-
son.

WevisitedJacob’s uncle Buddy, a.k.a.
Beaver Man, next. New Nemaskawas built
on Buddy's hunting territory. Thiswasa

&/{/é/’ z%ﬁf

great honor and heisrespectedinthe
community. Beaver Man offered methe
choiceof several beaver pelts. | selecteda
beautiful one and thanked him profusely.
Theothersmembersdf our group were
onsimilar toursaof thevillageand re-
¥ turned with giftsranging from handmade
¥ reed goosedecoysto a bear scull.

After aday of Creehospitdity, our
groupsplitintotwo. Haf of our group
§ spent the afternoon scouting the

for tha husiast

Amaican Whitenveer ? May/June 1994

Dehaviland Otter floatplane docked at
Nemaska before aerial scouting trip over the
lower Broadback and Ruppert Rivers; photo
by Dan Cochran
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& Broadback Riverinan Otter float plane.
¥ Therest of usconductedroll sessionfor
k thevillagekids. Theeldersdf thevillage
; had wisely decided that the kids should
¥ learntoswimsincethey spend so much
% timearound the water. So the Cree had
¥ hired aswimminginstructor from
& Montrea to teach the kids toswim.

The children quickly mastered pad-
& dlingand rollingthe kayaks. Theseyoung
h Creemay someday earn their livings by
s the paddle, guidingclientsdowntheir an-

cestral rivers.

Asweflew out of Nemaskathe next

E day, we passed over thousandsdf square
milesof lakes, riversand forest. Thean-

$ cestral land of the Creelay mostly undis-
turbed below, as it had for countlessmil-
; lennia Only theforebodingscars of the
Hydro Quebec transmission lines, running
south from the James Bay project, married
thelandscape.

Sadly, | wondered how longth's pris-
tinewildernessand the Cregs way of life
couldresist before“civilization’s™ i rsa
tiable hunger for power. | prayedthat the
% dambuilderswill never harnessand de-

A
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stroy the Rupert, the river wecametore-
spect and love.. Cebe Waskaganish.ll
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NEW ENGLAND RIVER FESTIVAL GUIDE

DEERFIELD RIVER
DATE: Saturday, August 6,1994

LOCATION: The Dearfidd River Fest islocated on Route 2, Charlemont, M assachu-
setts, just west of t own inalargefield next tothe Deerfield River. Thefidd isacrossthe
street from Zoar Outdoor Ouitfitters.

TIME: 12:00 Noon until 11:00 P. M. CLOSNG

ACTIVITIES: Chicken Barbecue, Food, Desserts, Whitewater Trade Show,
"PADDLESUP RACE", Vendors, Beer & Wine, Environmental Exhibits, Silent Auction,
Raffles, Games& More.

THE RACE: Thefirst annual Deerfield Riverfest PADDLESUPraceisa unique event
opento anyoneand everyonewho paddiesa canoe, kayak, or raft. Participantswill be
timed and scored over adadom+-likecourseon Class| whitewater. Thetrue challengein
thi s event comesfromthe many obstaclespaddlerswill haveto negotiatesuch as a
limbo gate, arock jump, an underwater gate and any other obstaclesthe course designer
canthink of the by the day of therace.

REGISTRATION: Regigtration will take placeat the Festival site from 10:00 A.
M. until 3:00 P. M. Theracewill start promptly at 5:00 P. M.

ALL PARTICIPANTSMUST WEAR AP-
PROPRIATEPFD’ S

Therewill bethreeclassesof craft:
SINGLE KAYAKS TANDEM CANOES &
RAFTS.

IN EACH CLASS

FIRST PRIZE $300.00
SECOND PRIZE $200.00
THIRD PRIZE $100.00

ENTRANCE FEES
KAYAKS $10.00
CANOES $20.00
RAFTS $30.00

NOTE: NO RACING CRAFT WLL BE
PERMITTED. THISINCLUDESSALOM  jgus
@9 A\I}%KRAABAES ggw E/'_A\‘IE—JI-NSG Top: Labrynth Rapid;Monroe section of the Deerfield. Above: Mel Nolf on the Monroe bridge
OTHER THAN HUMAN-POWERED. Section of the Deerfield
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USCKT Nationals Championships Zoar
Gap-Fife Brook Section
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CAMPING:

Mohawk State Forest
P.O. Box7

Route 2

Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 3395504

Springbrook Camping
RFD#1
Lower Road

Shelburne Falls, Ma. 01370
(413) 625-6618

Zoar Outdoor

Box 245

Route2

Charlemont, Ma. 01339
(413) 339-859%

Country Air Campground
Mohawk Trall

Route2

Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 625-299

HOTELS &I N\S

Thel nn at Charlemont
Route2

Mohawk Trail
Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 339-57%

Oxbow Motel

Route2

Mohawk Trail
Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 625-6011

Forest Way Far m(B & B)
Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 337-8321

Jmmie& Paul Snyder

The Swift River Inn
South Street
Cummington, Ma 01026
(413) 6345751

KAYAK CHIE

Class V-V kayak trips to he Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso,
and Futaleufu Rivers in Chile and Argentina.

Rn he BioBio while he dam remains unbuil.
Call, fax, or write for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.

Sport International
212W. CheyenneMourtain Boulevard
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 USA.
Phone: 719-579-8759. Fax: 719-576-6238.

Tollree in US 1-800-779-1784.
|

Ehelbumes Falls, Ma
(413) 625-2064 (full il:

Main Street ¥
Ashfield, Ma 01330
(413) 628-4571

Parson Hubbard House (B
& B)

Shelburne, Ma 01370
(413) 6259730
Jeanne & Dick Bole

WHERE TO EAT

RESTAURANTS&
OTHERS:

Thelnnat Charlemont
Route 2

Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 339-5796 (full
service)

Harvest Inn

Route 2

Shelburne, Ma 01370
(413) 625-2288 (full
service)

CharlemontPizza
Main St. Route2
Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 339-4472 (pizza &
subs)

10 Bridge Street
Restaurant

10 Bridge S
ShelburneFalls, Ma 01370
(413) 6256337 (full
service)

Flower Bridge Chinese
Restaurant

Buckland, Ma

(413) 625- 257U
service)

McCuster's Market & Ddli
Main Street
ShelburneFdls, Ma 01370
(413 6250411

Sweetheart Restaurant
Route 2

BECVICE |

Tllﬁ ot
M Bridge, Ma

(Great Burgers, Beer, &
Poal)

WHITEWATER
OUTFITTERS

RAFTING:

Crabapple Whitewater
Rafting

Route 2

Charlemont, Ma 01339
(800) 553-7238

WildernessPlusRafting
Box 562

Wiington, Ma 01887
(800)83-GO RAFT

Zoar Outdoor

Route2

Charlemont. Ma 01339
{4 1) KM BOENE

North American
Whitewater
Mohawk Park—Route 2

each

A highly entertainin
freestyle kayakers.

Charlemont, Ma
(800) RAPIDS-9

FADDINE SCHOOLS:
Outdoor Centreof New

Engtand *1
MIllers Falls, Ma W10
(413) 6593926

Zoar Outdoor
Charlemont, Ma 01339
(413) 339-859%6

ADDITIONAL
ACTMTIES

Old Deerfield Village
Deerfield, Ma (Historic)
Sdmon FdlsMarketplace

ShelburneFalls,Ma
(Artists & Craftsmen,
Potters, Carvers,
Sculptors)

MountainBiking
(Everywhere)

Sterling & FrancineClark
Museum

Williamstown, Ma
(Extensivecollectionof
French  Impressionist
Art & other important
American painters)

Fishing—Stream & Lake
(Everywhere)

WHITEWATER INSTRUCTION

VIDEOS

5 The Kayaker ‘s Edge

Thisfast paced instructional video unlocks the secrets behind basic
and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing,

rolling and bracing. ]

"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

_ ~ Solo Playboating! _
Inspiring instructional video packet with information for open canoeists.

3 minutes.

“Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely
paced...fun to watch.” -Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Take the Wild Ride!
g Ke_t instructional, look at the world's best
Their aeria stunts are incredibleto watch.

C-1 Challenge

Citizen Racer Workshop
inspriational, highly instructional.

only $19.95 each.

Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $29.95
$4 shipping to: Kent Ford, Whitewater Instruction
Videos, 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 (303)259-

1361
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58 minutes.

Hiking—Catamount Trall
Association
802) 864-57%4
Everywhere)

Picnicking—Deerfield
River Guidebook
(413) 339-8596

WilliamtownTheater
Fegtival

Williamstown, M a
(M?'or productions by
well-knownartists
throughout the summer)

Deerfield River Guidebook
(Extensivedirectory to
boatinghiking, and fishing
throughout

entire Deerfidd River

System)

ConcertsBy TheTrail
Route2

Charlemont, Ma
(Weekend concerts by
local Artiststhroughout
summer)

x'\x/lmherst & Northampton,
a

(Major Educational &
Cultural Center including
Smith, Amherst,

& Mt. Holyoke College,
University of Mass. and
Hampshire College)
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NEW ENGLAND RIVER FESTIVAL GUIDE

KENNEBEC RIVER

DATE: Saturday, July 2,1994

LOCATION. The Kennebec River Fest islocated on Route 201, The
Forks, Maine, just south of thetowninalargefield next to the Kennebec
River. Thefiddisacrossthestreet from WildernessOuitfitters.

TIME: 1200 Noonutil 1200 P. M. CLOING

ACTIVITIES: Old-Fashioned Barbecue Cookout, Desserts, Whitewater
Trade Show, Five-MileDownriver Race, Vendors, Beer & Wine, Environmen-
tal Exhibits, Silent Auction, Raffles, Games& More.

THE RACE: Thefirst annual Kennebec River Fest Race willbea"JUST
DO IT", mad dash run from The Bdlfieldin the center of The Forkstothefes-
tival sitelocated at WildernessOuitfittersjust over six milesdownstream.
Participantswill begin at the startinglineon the north side of thefield,ap-
proximately 100 yardsdistancefromtheriver's edge. At thestarter'ssigna
they must drag their craft to theriver, putin, and maketheir way downstream
over Class1rapidstothefinishlineat thefestival. Atthetakeout, partici-
pants must crossthefinishlinedraggingtheir craft.

REGISTRATION: Registrationwill take placeat the Bdlfiddfrom
9:00 A. M. util 1:00 P. M. Therace will start promptly at 3:00 PM.

ALL PARTICIPANTS MUST WEAR APPROPRIATE PFD’S

Therewill bethree classesdf craft SingleKayaks, Tandem Canoes, &
Rafts

IN EACH CLASS

FIRST PRIZE  $300.00
SECOND PRIZE $200.00
THIRD PRIZE $100.00

ENTRANCE FEES:
KAYAKS $10.00
CANOES $20.00
RAFTS $10.00

NOTE: NO RACING CRAFT WLL BE PERMITTED. THISINCLUDES
9 ALOM RACING KAYAKS DOWNRIVER RACING KAYAKS RACING CA-
NOES CR RAFTSOTHER THAN HUMAN POWERED.

WHERE TO STAY
Magic FallsRafting Northern Outdoors
CAMPI NG Route201 Route 201
West Forks, Maine The Forks, Maine
Downeast \Whitewater (800) 207-RAFT (800) 7657238
Route201
The Forks, Maine MoxieOutdoor Adventures  Professional River Runners
(800) 677-7238 Route 201
LakeMoxie The Forks,Maine
Maine Whitewater The Forks, Maine (800) 3253911
Route 201 (800) 86MOXIE
Bingham, Maine
(800) 345-MAIN

5! WHITEWATER

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

el

CASCADE OUTFITTERS

A S on of ENENE River EENENEN

PO. Box 209 ® Springfield. OR 97477
503 (747-2272)

757

B Erma Pheeiae | i et 7} 1
\  Toll.Free Chrder Line |-800-111-7138 |

(OTTER BARLODGE

Simply the best!

Nestled on a bend of the famed California
Salmon River between the Marble Mountains and
the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter
Bar Lodge.

Our amenities are unmatched - a deluxe
lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food —
well — how many sports lodges do you see recom-
mended by Bon Appétit? {Sept '92) And our rivers
are gorgeous with sections for all levels of paddlers
- anatural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides!

But what really sets us apartis our instruc-
tional program. We provide the best equipment
and you provide the desire to give whitewater
kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best
paddlers anywhere and our student-to-teacher ratio
is unmatchedat 3:1. Thisallows us to tailor your
week to your needs. Beginning, intermediate or
advanced. Want more rolling practice? ...work on
surfing? ...hole riding? Not a problem -your week
is as challenging (or relaxing) as you want it to be!

Ask us about our fall Grand Canyon trip.
Drop us a note or give us a call -we'll send you
a color brochure!

Otter Bar Lodge
Forks of Salmon, California 96031
(916) 462-4772
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Unicorn Refting
Expeditions
Route201(14 mi. north of
The Forks)

LakeRulii

(800) UNICORN

Wilderness Expeditions
Route201

The Forks, Maine

(800) 85WILD

New England Whitewater
Center

Route 201

Caratunk, Mane

(800) 7667238

Webb's Dead River
Campground
Route 201

The Forks, Maine
(207) 663-2214

HarrisDam Campground
HarrisDam Road

The Forks, Maine

(800) 371-7774

HOTELS, CABINS,
LODGES, & INNS:

New England Whitewater
Center

Route 201 ~Caratunk Inn
Caratunk, Maine

(800) 766-7238

Northern OutdoorsLodge
Route201

The Forks, Maine

(800) 765-7238

Unicorn Rafting
Expeditions

Route 201(14 mi. north of
TheForks)

LakeRalii

(800) UNICORN

Voyageurs Whitewater (B
&B)

Route 201

The Forks, Maine

(800) 289-6307

Dead River Inn (B & B)
Route 201

The Forks, Maine

(207) 663-4480

Downeast Whitewater
Route201

The Forks, Maine
(800) 677-7238

The Marshall Hotel
Route 201
TheForks, Maine
(207) 663-4455

[z STRera LS
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Crabapplel m
Route 201

The Forks, Mane
(800) 553-7238

WHERE TO EAT

RESTAURANTS &
OTHERS

Downeast Whitewater
Route 201

The Forks, Maine
(800) 677-7238(full
Service)

Maine Whitewater
Route 201

Bingham, Maine
(800) 345-MAIN (full
service)

Thompson Restaurant
Route 201

Bingham, Mane

(207) 6723245 (full
service)

New England Whitewater
Center

Caratunk Inn

Route 201

Caratunk, Maine

(800) 766-7238 (full
Service)

NorthernOutdoors
Restaurant

Route 201

The Forks, Maine
(800) 765-7238(full
service)

UnicornL

Route201(14 mi. north of
Forks)

LakeParlin

(800) UNICORN (full
Service)

Maloy's Restaurant
Route201

Bingham, Maine
(207) 672-5555 (full
Service)

Marshall'sHotel
Restaurant

Route 201

The Forks, Maine
(207) 663-4455 (full
service)

The Birches Resort Lodge
Moosehead Leke
Rockwood, Maine

(207) 534-2242 (full
service)

i
<

WHITEWATER
OUTFITTERS

RAFTING:

Downeast Whitewater
(800) 677-7238

Eastern River Expeditions

(800) 634-7233

Maine Whitewater

(800) 345-MAIN

Magic FallsRafting

(800) 207-RAFT

Moxie Outdoor Adventures

(800) 86MOXIE

New England Whitwater

Center  (800) 766-7233
North American

Whitewater

(800) RAPIDS-9

Northern Outdoors

(800) 765-7238
Professiona Rivers

Runners (800) 325-3911

Unicorn Rafting

Expeditions(800)UNICORN

V oyageurs INiiilEwEies

(800) 289-6307

WildernessExpeditions

(800) 825-WILD

GROCERIESFOOD, &
SUPPLIES

Berry's Genera Store

Route 201
The Forks, Maine

Jmmy'sMarket
Route 201
Bingham, Maine

GreenvillelGA
Route 15
Greenville,Maine

ADDITIONAL
ACTMTIES

MoxieFalls
(82 foot waterfall)
The Forks, Maine

MountainBiking
(Everywhere)

Moosehead Marine
Museum

Route 15
Greenville, Mane

Currierss Hying Service

Greenville, Maine
(Scenic Tours)

A %

Mo &
Rockwood, Mane
(207) 534-7582
(Shuttleto Mt. Kineo)

Fishing (Pond & Stream)
(Everywhere)

IndianHill Trading Post
Route15

Greenville, Maine
Katahdin Cruises

(Scenic CruisesAround Sguaw Mountain
Moosehead L ake) Route 15

Greenville, Maine Greenville, Maine
(Scenic Chairlift Viewsof
Hiking Mt. Kineo)
(Everywhere)

RELEASE FORM

ENCLOSED IN THISFESTIVAL GUIDE ISA RELEASE
FORM REQUIRED BY UNION SERVICES, THE
CENTRAL MAINE POWER COMPANY AFFILIATE
RESPONSIBLEFOR MANAGING THE WHITEWATER
RECREATIONAT HARRISDAM STATION.IF YOU
PLAN ON RUNNING THE KENNEBEC THIS FORM
MUST BE USED. PLEASE PHOTOCOPY AND FILL OUT
PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THE DAM. THISWILL SAVE
YOU AND CMP EMPLOYEESUNNECESSARY DELAYS
BEFORE PUTTING |N.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP

CAMNGE AND FLAFAK FLOTATION |
SarETy AMD EMmiRGENCTY EQLIPMENT
Wiarowarie OutRTTiNG
Wargarsoos Camena Bacs

Boar Cant anp RErPam

Dar Sroract Bacs

Kayax Sraiy SKIATS

Extrazrorr PFD"s

Boor GLOVE

T P ey
finnovator| Ao Mow
i Ficr

Fefermence
ond|

Kayak Gear.

CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG OF
OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS:

1-800-843-8985i
\FOoVAGEUR

P.O. BOX 207AW
WAITSFIELD * VERMONT 05673 J
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| Compl eteyourwhltewaterl | braryW|th an AWA publication |
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AWA Nationwide W hitewater | nventory River sat Risk—The Concer ned Citizens
Tﬁéﬁ:&? ngdf every whitewater river By John D. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard
Roos-Collins; $29.95/p . .

*River mapsford| U Srivers pooso:z@ fns; cloth WSS $17.95 (82.90
*Includes mileage, accesspoints, ratings #A study of whitewater's most serious threat
TheRiversof Chile AWA Sﬁfd)/ Codes

By LarsHolbek, 35 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 .15
® A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers eThe original criteriadf boating safety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

[IEEALS
POSTERS
LICENSES

item

B AWA Logo: $10SS $1250LS (SSInM & L onl
TheWider the Better: $10SS $1250LS
M Bold Look: Closeout LS Medium only $3
B Super Heavy, Super Sized T-shirts(M,L,XL)..
___NewLogo,SSonly, Grapeor Forest $15 | | N = e
| AWARiver $10 (postage $1) _

AWA | icense Plate Frames: $5 (postage$l) - -
— AWA Embroidered Patches. $2 ]
AWA Weaterproof Decals: $.50— — - e -
| Rodeo World ChampionshipPosters$6 (postage$l) ] POSTAGE | = 3

p o .Americanwmewaervamm 1994 . =
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FEATURES THAT MAKE A FERENCE:

ROTO-MOLDED HD-PE (HIGH DENSITY POLYETHELENE]) -
The only kayak manufactursd Dy IReri-ga alding,
a unique process which yields a boat h‘“"h H]II".‘fiDI'
strength and stiffness; = 1'1 .

BOLT-OMN BOAWY END - Higher wear resistands and
cxtellent shock-absorption in a wrigue, replaceable
bonw emnd;

4400 LB. TEST GRAB LOOPS - Run throwgh
malded-in channets, these ane the strongest on
thie market; ok

- .

ERGOMNOMIC, FULLY-ADJUSTABLE SEAT AND . -T._-;
BULKHEAD FOOTREST - The seat is track”
mounted with recessed bolis for smooth,
sl adjustments, while the ergonomic
bulkhead fool rest is backed by a
ihock-abiorbing foam plllar Systemg -‘1':.11-

s
ADJUSTABLE PADDED BACK ==
BAMD, STERN AIRBAG, AHDI
DRAIN PLUG = AN 'LI.'rndln'd
equipment! #ﬂ

FADDLE THE CUTTING
EDGE - PADDLE &
EURC-HAYAK!

Fl:lr more information cun

L'EAU VIVE, 1&

PO. Box 65 -~
Twin Lakes, CO BT@
Tel. (719) 486-111 7 b

FAX (719) 486-129F " ir 7 7 ¥ FRlnl -PMEIErD. Wi g apeppe

mz><>=Oow

P Ll i .i-|1lr q* -
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AWA and CWWA m Arkansas River Festival July Sth

by Ric Alesch

If you like whitewater and loveto party planto
paddlethe ArkansasRiver onJuly 9, then head for
thefirst Annual AWA/CWWA Arkansas River Festi-
va, to be heldthat evening at the Riverside Park in
Salida, Colorado. Proceedsfrom the gdaevent,
which is being organized jointly by the American
Whitewater Affiliation and the Col orado White Wa:

ter Association, will be used to solveconservation
and access problems on the Arkansasand other riv-
erswithin Colorado.

The Fedtival isbamg patterned after the enor-
moudy successful Gauley River Festival, sponsored
by the AWA and held annually in \West Virginia.
That event hasgrown from asmall club-sponsored
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party to onetlet, last year, drew over 2000 partici-
pantsand raised $25,000 for river consarvationand
accessefforts.

July 9 waschosenfor the ArkansasRiver Festi-
va becausethe weather and water temperaturesare
generdly var mit iscoincident with the Colorado
Cup Race (July 9-10) and it does not conflict with
other major river events, such aSFIBARK or Animas
River Days The Festiva isal 5o being coordinated
with the OMVA Arkansas River weekend, which
featuresorganized river tripsfor OMAA members.

The Festiva will start at 4 p.m. and continue
throughthe evening. Livemusic, asilent auction,
continuouswhitewater videos, a swap meet, vendor
boothsand food and beveragestandswill befea
tured. Camping will be available at commercia
campgroundsor on federal lands near the Festival
Ste.

An admissiondonationwill be collected and all
proceedsafter expenseswill goto provideaccessto
Colorado Riversand to protect them from damsand
other environmental threats. The ANA and CAMWA
areencouragingall river userstojoininthe celebra-
tionincluding canoeists, rafters, kayakers, river
guides, their customers, equipment manufacturers
and their dealers... anyonewho hasan interestin
protecting and enjoying Colorado's rivers.

Snowpack reportsas of early March predicta
descent runoff for Colorado riversthis year. Some
o the best boatingof the year in Coloradotypically
occursin early duly. The Festival weekend should
bea good timeto boat the Arkansas; visitorsfrom
other partsaf the country will no doubt want to
spend aweek or more exploring the other great
whitewater riversaf south central Colorado.

Figuresreleased by the Arkansas Headwaters
RecreationAreasuggest that the Arkansasisthe
most popular whitewater river in Americaand prob-
ably theworld, for that matter. The upper Arkansas
Rivervalley isone of the most spectacularareas of
Colorado. Aseriesd 14,000 foot peakslimethe
west sided thevalleyand are often visbleas one
bouncesdown the many boatable sectionsdf the
river, which rangefrom class1I to Vin difficulty.
Segmentssuch as Pine Creek Canyon, the Numbers,
Brown's Canyon and the Royd Gorge have given
the Arkansasitswdl deserved reputation. Theseare
dl within day trip distance of Sdlida, the Festival
Site.

Scott Reuman, along-time Coloradoboater,
photographer and artist, has developed alogofor
the Arkfest, whichisshowninanadinthisissue
and will befeaturedon afestival T- shirt, that is
sure to becomea collector'sitem.

The Festivalis being spearheaded by Jim Ma-
tin, who livesin Salida. Ric Alesch is helpingto co-
ordinatetheactivitiesof Denver areavolunteers
and working to publicizethe Arkfest. Volunteers
arestill being recruited to help with the Festival.
Jim Martin can be reachedat (719) 539-1042; 123 W.
6th Street, Sdida, Colorado81201. Ric Alesth can
be reached at (303) 985-8620; 14262 W, Warren
Place, Lakewood, Colorado 80228.



River Festivalsare nearingthefina stages
of completionfor the 1994 summer
whitewater season. Siteshave been se-
cured, vendorsare booking booth space
and volunteersare getting excited about
the prospect of bringing major whitewater
eventsto New England. Locd residents
and businessesare eagerly looking for-
wardtothearrival of whitewater boaters
into their communitiesand the prospects
of generatingadditional revenuesintothe
local economies.

Inasurprise movethe Central Maine
Power Company hasjoined Champion Pa
per Company of Bucksport, Manein be-
coming a corporate sponsor of the
Kennebec River Festival.

Champion Paper Company isbest
knownfor their major support of the US
Whitewater Team duringthelast Olym-
pics. Champion has committed additional
funding for the U.S. Team for the Atlanta,
GeorgiaOlympiceventin 1996. They are
providingall of the prizemoney for the 1¢
Annua Kennebec Festival Raceand are
further contributingfunding for promotion
and publicity to attract local and regional
residentsto thefestival activities.

Central Maine Power Company, AWA,
and other conservationgroupsare meeting
todiscussissuessurrounding relicensing
of thedarnsowned by the company inthe
upper Kennebec watershed. While nego-
tiationsand talksarestill inthe early
stages, CMPssupport o theriver festival
isawelcome and positivedevelopment
- that will help ensure a successful inaugural
event.

“Thanks to additional water rel eases
for the three-day weekend negotiated by
AWA for the 4th of July holiday,
whitewater boaters will have ampl e oppor-
tunity to experiencethe Kennebec River as
wdll asthe Dead River, two of the East's
premier whitewater resources,"said Tom
Christopher, AWA Festival Coordinator.

“CMP ispleased to support theinaugu-
rd Kennebec River Festival,"said David
Flanagan, CMPs Presidentand CEO. We
support and cooperate inthe multipleuse
of Mainesriversand believethisfestival
will grow into amajor recregational cel-
ebrationinthe upper KennebecVadley."

OMP has al so agreed to schedulethe
annual turbinetest at HarrisDam Station
for Monday, the 4th of July, aspart of the

Plansfor the Kennebecand Deerfield .

"holiday releases. THISWL
PUT 8,000CFS INTOTHE
KENNEBEC RVER
GORGE, m&king it abig-wa-

Top: Kate Sullivan looking for
"Magic" on the
Kennebec;photo by Shirley
Griffin. Middle: Jay List
playing abopve "Dragon’'s
Teeth on the Deerfield”,photo
by Shirley Griffin. Bottom:
Bryce Morris-Lookingfor a
"Big Water" thrill on the
Kennebec; photo by Shirley
Griffin

ter, rollercoaster rideto end
agreat holiday celebration.

AWA ispleased and excited to an-
nounceit hasfound a corporatesponsor
for thefirst Deerfield Riverfest to be held
in Charlemont, M assachusettson Satur-
day, August 6th, 1994. In an unexpected
gesturedf public utility cooperationand
support, New England Power Company
has offeredto provide AWA and the
Deerfield Riverfest with additiona hours
of whitewater rel easesfrom two of itsup-
stream fecilities—- Fife Brook Dam and
Number Five Dam (Monroe Bridge).

New England Power Company'spar-

Amaican Whitenater v May/June 1994

ticipation alsoincludesprovidingall of the
prizemoney for auniquetypeof citizen's
race called "PADDLESUP' inwhichdl
classesof boatershave an opportunity to
participateand win. NEPwll be provid-
ing logistical assistancein planningthe
event, additional sanitary facilitiesat ac-
cess pointsto the river, and technical sup-
port duringtheweekend of thefegtival.
NEP’s retail affiliate, M assachusettsElec-
tric Company has pledged to makethe
necessary el ectrical service connectionsto
thesiteincluding technical assistance.



=  OCOEE

e

& DATES: Saturday and Sunday, June 11 and 12

"N .=~ WHERE: Qcoee River, Ducktown, TH

&

o Saturday. June 11, 9:00am

N 5 Moreinformation, registration forms, and dinner reservations contact:
Susan Wilson- Gentry

52 Albemarle Pl #16

— Ashevilte, NC 28801

Home: 704-268-3836

Freestyle event for Kayaks, Squirt Boats, C-1, and Open Canoes.
Famous Man or Rubber Downriver Raft Race.

. Lotsof volunteersare needed for thisevent. If youwould liketo volunteer,
please call Susan. A kayak will beraffled off to our volunteers. Thisisa AWA
- fund raiser.

Friday, June 10, 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Registration - All competitors: Location - NOC Ocoee Outpost.
NO REGISTRATION AFTER THISTIME!!!

Competitors Meeting/Bib Pickup: Location - HellsHole Competitorsarea
ALL COMPETITORSMUST ATTEND. Prereqgistered competitors can sign
waivers at thistime. Preregistrations must be post marked by June 1.

4: Saturday, 9:30am
Torpedo - Squirt Boat competition begins.
(classorder: Jr., Int., C-1, Exp. K-1)

Saturday, 9:30 am
HellsHole - Open Canoe competition begins.

Saturday, 12:30pm
HellsHole- Preliminary Hole Ridingcompetition begins. Classorder:
12:30pm

: 3:00pm
Jr. Exp. K-1 Women
Int. K-1 Women Exp. K-1 Men
Int. K-1 Men Duckie/Sit on Top
C1

Saturday, 7:00pm
Dinner/Party/Auction: NOC Ocoee Outpost
Sunday, June 12, 9:00am
Put-in: Raft Race registration
HellsHole: Finish preliminaries
Squirt finals
Open Canoefinals

Sunday, 1:00pm

HellsHole: Expert C-1finals
Expert K-1 Womenfinals
Expert K-1 Menfinals

Sunday 4:00pm
Awards: HellsHole

'American Whitewater v May/June 1994



INIONLAND SERVICES A DIVISION OF

INION WATER POWER COMPANY

CENTRAL MN NE POWER COMPANY
GENERAL RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

Theundersigned understandsthat the Indian Pond Proj ectlicensed by the Federal Regulatory Commission as Project No. 2142
pursuant to alicenseissued May 21,1954 ("Indian Pond Project”) and the Kennebec River arethelocation of variousactivitiesrelated
1o apower generation plant  TheIndian Pond Project and Kennebec River have natural and man-made conditionsof a hazardousna
1me, includingbut not limited to steep embankments, dangerouswhitewater stretches, submerged rocks, submerged stumps, sub-

merged structures, naturally occurringshallows, treacherouscurrentsand sudden, unannounced water rel easesat HarrisStationre-
sultingin water level changes, all of which may endanger the undersigned and others. The undersigned expressly acknowl edgesthe
=xtent of these risksand assumestherisk of life, limband property they represent.

In recognitionof theserisksand in considerationa thelimited right of entry uponthe KennebecRiver, the Indian Pond Project,
the Indian Pond A ccess Road and/or other privatelandsand facilitiesof CMP, the undersigned voluntarily and knowingly executest hi s

releaseand indemnity agreement with the expressintention of extinguishing rightsand assuming obligations, as herein provided.

The undersigned, withtheintentionof binding himsdlf, hisheirs, personal representatives, and assigns, does hereby expressly re-
lease and discharge Central Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Company, their directors, officers, employees, agents, and as-
sgns, from al claims, demands, damages, costs, |osses, expenses, actions, and judgments, whichthe undersigned may have or
claim to have, or which the undersigned's heirs, personal representativesor assigns may haveor clamto have, against Central
Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Company, their directors, officers, employees, agents, and assigns, whether in contract or
fort (including negligence) created by or arising out of the undersigned'sentry upon the Indian Pond Project, the Indian Pond Access
Road, the Kennebec River and/or other privatelandsof CMP for any purposeswhatsoever includingwithout limitation, rafting,
kayaking, canoeing, boating, sightseeing, camping and fishing.

The undersignedfurther agreesto defend, indemnify and save harmless Central Maine Power Company, Union Water Power Com-
pany, their directors, officers, empl oyees, agents, and assignsfromall clams, demands, damages, costs, | osses, expenses, actionsand

Judgmentswhich are created by or arise out of the undersigned'sentry upon the Indian Pond Project, the Indian Pond Access Road,
the Kennebec River and/or other privatelandsand facilitiesof QVIPfor any purposewhatsoeverincluding, without limitation, rafting,
kayaking, canoeing, boating, sightseeing, camping, and fishing.

Theprovisionsaf ths General Releaseand Indemnification Agreement apply todl such entriesby the undersigned.

Dated:;

(Signature)

FOR RECORD KEEPING PURPOSES ONLY

PleasePrint -

Name:

Ariiress

Telephone;

Prinary purposedf visit

(Pleasecheck one)

Rafting Indian Pond Boat Launch
Kayaking/ Canoeing —Camping

— 1IN - Dals=

'American Whiteweater v May/June 1994



The Cherry Creek

Classic V
California
" —

by Dieter King

Theeddy wasthelast refugeabovea
pourover and the approachto another
complicated and confusingseries of drops
and chutes. Catchingthe eddy, through
critical, should not have been difficult.

Perhaps| wasabittired. Thelast4
milesof ClassIV and V whitewater had
takentheirtd!| and | was off guard.
Maybemy anglewasoff. Maybethere
wasn't enough “uraph” in my stroke. Per-
hapsit wasmy boat... aHollowform.I'm
surethat wasit.

Whatever the reasons(or excuses), |
missed the eddy and drifted over the
pourover backwards, my paddleflailing
meadly and my eyesbulging.

My friendswatched smug and safe
fromtheeddy asl did dowly, hopelessy
overthelip. Thenosedf my kayak rock-
eted skyward, pointing the way to heaven.

That wasten yearsago and timehas
heal ed the wounds, both emotional and
physical. | dorecal that | got hammered
real good, mercilessy pounded against the
rocksas| patheticaly attempted toroll.
But | survived.

Asmy palschased my boat, | groveled
adongtheshore. Upover boulders,
through brush and poison oak, al thetime
keepingan eye peeled for “buzzworms”.
After | found my paddle, | perched upon
an egg shaped boulderand | nursed my
wounded ego.

It wasone of thosehot August Cdifor-
niadays, aclear bluesky, thesun agolden
fiery ball high fryingthe brush covered
hills-tinder dry. Shimmeringwavesof
heat floated up the canyonwalls. | was
gladto be next totheriver, asparkling rib-
bon of liquid joy dancing down the canyon

w7 fard fo gel leff of the rock in the miadle of Lumsden Falls

. ) k- .. 3
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over graniteboulders. Faling, crashing,
musclingit's way downintypica Cdifor-
niapool-drop fashion. | was midway
down the Cherry Creek: sectionof the
Tuolumneaclassic ClassV Sierrariver.

Since that day |'ve been down Cherry
Creek countlesstimes. Why so many?
Becausel smacked my head on arock?

No, becauseCherry Creek isagreat
run. It haseverythinga budding ClassV
kayaker could want: reliableflows, beauti-
ful scenery, a decent shuttle, and alegend-
ary ClassVI rapid at the takeout with
grandstandviewing fromthe shuttle ve-
hicles.

The Cherry Creek section of the
Tuolumnewasfirst tackledin kayakswith
numerous portagesin 1968 by California
pioneer kayakersGerald Meral and Dick
Sunderland. Fiveyearslater, Marty
McDonnell and Wat Harvest madethe
first raft trip. Cherry Creek didn't see more
than afew descentsayear until inthe
early eighties, when the devel opment of
better plastic boatsand theimprovement

The Cherry Creek Section
of the Tuolumne

A SerraPlayground

Cdiforniaisblessed with the Sierras,
the mountainsthat form the backboned

thestate. From these mountains

al the Bottom of
Lumsdan Fals

of technigueencouraged moreand more
boaterstogiveit atry. Now onaSaturday
it's common to see two or three groupsof
kayakersand afewrdts onthecreek. It's
evenrun commercidly by several raft
companies.

A sthe popularity of Cherry Creek
grew over theyearsa ritual began to de-
velop. Led by Chuck Stanley, everyone
agreed to meet Saturday mornings at Casa
Loma, thestore at thetop of theshuttle
road. Kayakers fromdl over Caifornia
would congregate. Car after car would ar-
rive, until there werethirty or so boaters
hanging out. It wasa party!

Wed dl sit aroundand talk while
Chuck would try to organizeashuittle.
Thiswasn't easy, since wewereall busy
bragging about how great we were.

By thetimewewered| loaded (into
thecars, thatis), it wasnoon By thetime
we reached put init wastwo o'clock.

Then wemade a mad dash to get downthe
river to takeout, where coolersof beer
werewaiting.

Cdiforniasriversdrain the winter snow-
pack.  TheTuolumnedrainsthe water-
shed north of Y osemite National Park. It
isn't until the Tuolumnereachesthe Sierra
foothillsthat it's gradient relaxesenough
for boatersto enjoy thisliquid playground.
The ninemile Cherry Creek run passes
through asteep and remote canyon. Gran-
itecliffsloom above and Jawbone Creek
cascadesdownin aseriesof spectacular
waterfalstotheriver. Duringthe spring-
time, lupine, poppiesand Brodea, cover
the hillsides. Oak treesand ponderosa
pinesgrow among the boulders.

Cherry Creek issurrounded by other
whitewater r uns, so one can spend many
daysinthearea Below Cherry Creek lies
the main Tuolumne, aclassic overnight
trip. TheMerced drains Yosemite Park
and isonly an hour away from Casa Loma.

Tothenorthliesthe Stanislaus, and
thoughthelower Camp Ninerunispar-
tidly inundated by the New Melones Res-
ervoir, excellent runsexist on it's south,
middleand northforks. TheCherry Creek
of the Tuolumneisprotected by the Na
tiona Wild and Scenicsystem. Inre-
sponseto threats by the Modesto/Turlock
Irrigationdistrictto dam the Tuolumne,
Friends of the River spearheaded a cam-
paignto saveit from being buried under
another needlessreservoir. Thankstothe
F.O.R. and the peoplethat supported
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them, the main Toulumne and Cherry
Creek section wereincludedinthe Na
tional Wild and Scenicsystemin 1986.

Theunfortunateside of thisisthat the
United States Forest Service now manages
theriver and requiresthose planningto
paddie

Cherry Creek to haveapermit. These
can be obtained from theranger station up
theroad from Casa Loma.

Cherry Creek isan excellent entry
level ClassVrun ..mostly ClassIV witha
few serious classV’s; Mushroom and
Lewiss Leagp,to nametwo. The portages
areeasy. It'sbesttorun Cherry Creek at
flowsbelow 2500 ¢.fs.. At4,000c.fs. I've
spent avery aerodynamictimeexploring
theinner depthsof the holeat the bottom
of Lewiss Lesp.

No, | think the best timeto bounce
down Cherry Creek ison thoselazy days
of summer after the springflushisover
and the other riversare runningtoo low.
Cherry Creek issupplied withareliable
flow well intothefall by power generation
at the Hoim Power House. 1,000 c.fs. isa
greatflow. Fvehundredefs. isrea
bony. At2,000c.f.s., thingsare pretty
pushy.

—
—

—, : ll;.\._.lﬂ
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TheBikini Factor

| once had a memoria experienceat
2,500c.f.s. It waslatesummer after one of
many dry springsand theonly thingr urn
ningwasgood old Cherry Creek. Thisday
wasspecia; therewasto bea rel ease of
2,500cf.s.

Oh boy! Good fun. Thiswasthe best
water weld seen all summer. Theday was
hot, the water cold and white and there
wasplenty of it. | waswithmy friends Pe-
ter, Paul and Maira

Moirais Peter's wife, and although
she'sa good boater, Cherry Creek isn't her
acup of tea, especidly at 2500c¢.fs.

Lucky for us, she's awillingshuttle bunny.
Weleft her ontheway to putin, she
planned to ride her bike out to Hetch
Hetchy Reservoirand back, then pick up
the car and then meet usat takeout.

Wadl, at 2500c.f.s. it didn't takeus
longto get downtheriver. We decidedto
scout Lewis Leap, aformidablerapid at
2500c.f.s. Wediscovered,toour ddight,
that Moirahad completed her bikeride

The Cherry Creek Section

of the Tuolumne

and finished the shuttle, then hiked down
totheriver. Shewassun bathingona
rock at the bottomof the rapid. Now
Moirakeepshersdlf in pretty good shape,
soit waspretty hard to decidewhich
looked moreawesome, Moiraor Lewiss
Lesp.
| electedto runfirst. | plannedtoen-
ter on river left and make my way through
acomplicated mazedf pouroversand
chutes until | could enter the main chan-
nel, abovethefinad pourover at the bot-
tom. | entered the rapid with confidence.

| wasdoing quitewel | until | glanced right
at therock Moirawasperched upon. She
wasdownstream ten yardsright at my eye
level.

Unfortunatelyfor me, Moiradecided
tostand up. Shelooked great. The “bikini
factor" wasincredible. | wascompletely
distracted, and beforel knew it | waslost.

I bounced off rocksand spun around
incircles. My headinawhirl, | fell over
thepourover sidewaysand got scrambled
in the holeat the bottom.

Wow! What a run!

4th Annual Western Carolina Rescue Rodeo
June 11, 1994 -- Wesser, NC

* Perception, Inc.
Rope Throw Competition

* Canoes by Whitesell
Self Rescue Competition
Nantahala Outdoor Center
Team Rescue Competition

* Dagger Canoe Company
Rescue Scenario Competition

* Menasha Ridge Press
First Aid Scenario Competition
American Whitewater Affiliation
Barbecue Dinner

Novice and open classes
Open and decked boats
Individual and team entry

American Whitewater v May/June 1994
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M ShuttleFun

Theshuttlefor Cherry Creek isn't bad,
twelvemiles, eight on dirt four on pave-
ment. The"payment”for ninemilesd ac-
tion-packedriver. It'salsovery scenic,fol-
lowingthesteep river canyonfar above
theriver. Thisprovidesan excellentview
of theriver.

Thereisasoafisherman'stral that
followstheriver fromtake out to putin.
Thi s isan excellentsingletrack mountain
biketral. Thisoffersanincredible
combo; ninemilesof ClassV river and
ninemilesof singletrack mountainbiking.
I've completed several triathlons here:
boating, biking and beer drinking.

Thereisa bridgenow wherethe
shuttle road crosses Jawbone Creek, but
theredidn't usedto be. Inthose dayswe
had todrivethroughthe creek. Onceny
good buddy, Lars Holbeck, and | wereon
our way back to putin my trusty Datsun.
When we approachedthecreek it looked
formidable;it wasrunning high.

"Lars, get out and see how deepiit is.”

Lar’s hitched up hispants, tiptoed
about twelveinchesinto the creek, and
probedvith astick

CANYONS
CREEKS

& FALLS

Washington Offer s Some Of The CountriesPremier
Whitewater Secrets

* Spectacular Class4-5 Canyons
* Narrow Basalt Gorges

* Old Growth Forests

Let us be your guides to some of the most spectacular whitewater in the known universe. Plungedown steep creeks lined
with towering old growth forestsleading into incrediblebasalt gorges overgrown with lush temperaterain forest vegeta-

tion. We speciadizein fully guided tours, complete or partial outfitting, and rentalsfor group or individual adventures.
Let us help you explore the magic of Washington.

Outdoor AdventureCentre The River Rat
412 Garfield St. Tacoma, WA 98444 410 Garfidd St Tacoma
(206)535-5057 Washington Awaits Your Arrival! (206)535-2855
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Experience the thrills
and chills of running
Alaska's whitewater
as told by Dr. Embick,
leading Alaskan
whitewater authority
and adrenaline junkie.
312 pp., 81/2 x 11",
103 runs on 79 rivers,
maps, b&w photos,
color section, softcover.
$24.95 plus $4.25
shipping and handling.

TO ORDER CALL ?‘g
1-800-582-2665
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"It'sonly six inchesdeep."
Yesh, right! But wewereinthe"invin-
cible" Datsun, so witharoar and asplash
worthy of afour whedl drivecommercial,
we plowedinto Jawbone Creek.

Sixinchesmy ass, eighteenincheswas
morelikeit! Weweredead inthewater
beforewewere hafway across.

"Ha ha, hee, hee.”

Boythi s wasredly funny, two yahoos
dittinginaDatsun inthemiddle of acreek

"Ha, ha, hee, hee",util water starts
coming through my door on the upstream
side.

"Ha, ha, hee, hee"

"Get out and push, Larg"

| pushed Larsout thedoor asthewa
ter came pouringin. Now thecar was
awash. "Wherearethefish?'

AsLarsbraced and pushed, | managed
toget the car started.

But eachtimel let out theclutch,the
car jerked forward afoot or two, then
died. Eventuadly welurched acrossthe
creek onto the oppositebank, water dosh-
ing around my feet and the enginesputter-
ing. "Ha, ha, hee, hee."

Lumgden Falls

What classic river doesn't havealeg-
endary, totally awesomekiller fangfalls?
Cherry Creek does, and it's called
Lumsden Fdls.

For along time Lumsden Fallsre-
mained untouched, thelast rapid of the
run, infull view of the shuttlevehicles.
Many asoul discussedthe possibilitiesof
runningthisawesomecascade, whileload-
ing boatsand drinking beer. But noone
did.

Not util GordenPatchinran it,inthe
early eighties. A few stalwart individuals,
including myself, followed Gordan's ex-
ample. Astimewent by moreand more
bravesoulsgaveit ashot. Today any Cdi-
forniastudmuffin kayaker worth acan of
beer hasmade hisor her way downthi s
impressivestairstepping rush of water.

Lumsden Fallsiscreated by a huge
pileof boulders, forty feet high. Over this,
water crashesthrough variouschutesand
lesser cascades, moving from river left to
right. Theriver screamspast arock diff
onriver right onitsway to thecalm, green
pool below.

Therear e threewaysto enter
Lumsden Falls: the ramp, the chuteand
theski jump. Therampistheleast severe
and most commonly run. Thechuteand
ski jumpar e moretechnical,offeringmore
opportunitiesto make mistakes.

Al three approachesleadtoabit of
turbulentwater with astrategicrock &
theend. Onemust paddieto theleft of
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thi s rock, and then down afew cascadesto
aholeagai nst thediff. Thosewhodon't
makeit to theleft of therock wind up
againgt thewall. Thi ngs arevery tight
thereand several unfortunate souls have
had bad experiencesinthi s meat grinder.

ApresPaddle

Cherry Creek offerssomegreat places
to congregate, eat, drink and relax, both
beforeand after theriver. For coffeeand
breakfastthere's the Casa Lorna, theren-
dezvousfor theshuttle. It'salsoaddi,so
you can stock up on other goodies.

For evening diningvisit nearby
Groveland. Try PapaPamieriesfor pizza
and beer. Or, betterdill, there's The
SmokeinJamestown. Nowthi s placewas
madefor kayakers. Yaucangulp
margaritas and be asrowdy asyou want
and they won't kick youout. | know. I've
madeatotd fool out of mysdf theresev-
eral timesand nobody even asked meto
keepit down, muchlessexpelled mefrom
the premises. Thefood hereisexcellent
and thewaitresseseven better.

Now, for the daring, back in Groveland
theinfamousIron Door waits. Rumor has
it people havegottenshotinthi s place..
vith gund Wel,who knows? But | know
there's usudly a pretty good band on Sat-
urday nights, and alively crowd.

I'll never forget onenight. Shotsd te-
quila, pitchersof beer, dancing,and abig
biker chick named Zdda. Let metell you. .
. No, no| better not.

A RecipeFor Fun

Thet pretty much coversit. If, after boating
thelower Toulumne and the Merced, you fed
up to Cherry Creek, fill up your ice chest &
Casa Loma and drive doan to Lumsden Fdls
Stach your mountain bike  in the bushes take
a goad lodk at thefdls, drive up the canyon
and check out the river bdow.

Enjoy the shuttle: the meadows the oeks
the pines, the wildflowers and the scenicvis-
tes. Hittheriver.

Daont forget to scout Mushroom and
Lewiss Legp. Havea good, deanrun. Hae
lunch on ahot rock, teke some time to savor
this spectacular place.

Soout Lumsden Fdls, and if you fed
youve got whet it takes, gofor it. Nabody has
gotten serioudy hurt here... yet.

If youve gat theenergy, bikethetrail back
to putin, rdivingther un you just mede. Then
bedineit to The Smokefor margaritasand d nt
ner. Finally, heed to Thelron Door for araur
coushight d dandng and drunken debauch

Y But wetch out for the big biker chick
named Zddd

Ard the next day..u?

Justdoit aggnl.



by Peter Kennedy

Kids take naturally to adventure
sports since they carry a lot less head trip
baggage than adults trying a new activity.
Naturally comfort in and around the water is
agood prerequisite for a new, young
paddler.




[ & youngster need to know
havwe tr iz £o paddle? It certainly
helps, but oefitted with PROPER

FTTTING spupment, any child can
b tansght 1o SEIf rescueonthe
river, evien if they arenot great
EWiTrmeT
The timespent going
3 over equipment fit and usage, ori-
"\ emation to the boat, and practic-
kng wet exits ondry land, goesa
long way towardsease of ex-
1 ecution onthewater,
A Isuggest that dl in-
structorsget inthe water next
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tothe studentsfrom the start. How many
timeshavel seenwell meaning, yet uni n
formed, instructorsteach wet exitsto
their studentswhilesittingin their boats?
Nothing is moreintimidating than that
first upsidedown experience. Go over wet
exitswithout thespray deck until thestu-
dentiscomfortableand exiting properly
(in atuck postion). Then repeat the pro-
cesswiththespray deck on. Timespent
herewill helpthe student be more com-
fortablelater.

| often havetimid kids learn their ba-
sic strokeswithout the spray deck onthe
boat. Oncethey are morecomfortable
with the boat/water environment, we head
back to shoreto do wet exitswith the
deck on. Thi s early time spent acclimatiz-
ing thestudent will help prevent thefear
factor fromtakingover later.

Themgority of kids, ages 7-12, tend to
be Doer's and Watchers, not Thinkersand
Feelers. They relatebesttoinstructors
whoar e upbeat and cool. Having spent
yearsasachildren'sski director, I've
found the most successful instructorsar e
thosewho gainthe kids confidenceand
coach- not lecture. Thisholdstruefor
both kayak and canoeinstruction

Somekids want that paddlein their
handsand want to GO... Period! I've been
knowntojust handthepaddletosuch a
student, onceshe hasgonethroughwet
exit and paddlecontrol drills,and let her
experiment. Youll besurprised at what
she may accomplish.

Sdf-Guided Discovery methods of




teachingwork well with kids. They feed
partly responsiblefor their successandit
endearsthemto you, theinstructor.

Afterall, weare not out tojust create
anew paddler, but to helptheyouth build
personal skills and Hf confidence. Rush
ing the processwill dolittlefor either of
theabove.

Kidslearnthe basicstrokesquickly.
Inkayak, | tend to start withaforward
sweep tostem draw combination. It tends
to be theway the boat movesanyway for a
new paddler!

A ssimplediscussion, demonstration
and practice, emphasizingtorso rotation
and paddleplacementhas them turningin
circlesquickly. A gameof counting how
few strokes it takesto makea full circleis
agreat contest for agroup of young pad-
dlers. Next moveto the basicforward
stroke, using thefeet and stem draw for
correction. Note: thestudent hasbeenin-
troduced to the Solution (stern draw) be-
forethe Problem (going straight). | havea
firm mottoin my teaching: Thereare no
Problems, only Solutions.

Keepingfocused onthe basicelement
(stroke) and building Variationson the
Theme (asin music) isagreat way to help
young paddlerslearn and experiment.
Oncethey havelearnedthe draw it iseasy
tointroducethevariationsof that stroke
(pow draws, Duffeks) through experimen-
tation Al moreadvanced strokesare just
variationson the basics.

Introducing the young paddler to cur-
rentisassimpleasridingabike. Thelean
isthesame. | usudly begin withoutthe
paddie. Itissimilartolearningski turns
without poles. The paddlejust getsinthe
way of what theinstructoristryingto ac-
complish

Find adlow, yet distinct, eddy lineand
havethekids play chase. They will very
quickly adjustto leaningwith the down-
stream current (peel out) and upstream
current (eddytun. Thenthe paddieand
thestationary brace can beintroduced.

Often| havethestudentslearntoturn
their reversesweep into abow draw, right
fromthe beginning. | usea concept caled
"Quadrant Learning" - each quarter section
of the boat requiresadifferent stroke.

Example: A forward sweep stopsat
the perpendicularlineto the body and be-
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comesastern draw asit movesinto the
back Quadrant of the boat/paddler rela-
tionship.

Thismay sound confusing, butin prin-
cipleitisvery smpleand kids pick upon
it FAST. Thepaddle, movingthroughthe
water, causesthecraft to react differently
from bow to stern. Boatleansare differ-
ent, body positionsaxe different, and any-
onewho hasa backgroundin elementary
educationknowsthat thesimpler thedi-
rections, the better theresults. Children

learn best when atask isbroken downinto

parts. Quadrant Learningasateaching
method worksexceptionally well with

young paddlers.

Rushinginto THE ROLL usually results

infrustrated paddler and instructor. Don't
try tointroducetheroll until the young
paddler hasthe opportunity to become ac-
quainted withthefit and fed of the boat.
Initialy fitting a childinto a snugfitting
boat isboth a disserviceand dangerous;
likely to producefear, whenthey can't get
out onthosefirst wet exits. Astheday(s)
progress, | gradudly adjust the hip pads,
knee pads, foot pegs/bulkheads, until the
student feel sonewith the boat. Oncethey
can producegood boat |eansand carvethe
boat with their hips, itistimetointroduce
theroll.

| find that alot of timespent doing
PROPER hip rolls(snaps), with accurate
body/head position, makes thefird pro-
cesseasy. | standinthewater nexttothe
student for all phasesof roll training.
Whilesupportingthe student under the on-
sidearm pit, itiseasy torday instructions
tothe paddier. Thestudent canseeall the
partsd the process.

Oncethe hipsnapissolid (student can
roll the boat to amost fully upright with
head ill on or under thesurface), | hand
them Styrofoam kick boardsand let them
practicewiththem. If the headisleading
the boat, the hip snap willfail.

From here, | moveontotheCtoC
method of rolling. Thereare volumesof
literatureand videoson that method. Kids
learn best with Cto C, astheir hipsare SO
flexibleand their hip rollsare very strong.
Many times, | havestudents doing hand
rollslong beforepaddleralls. The paddle
justgetsintheir way. Kidsaresmall, but
their hipsnapsare totally awesome.

Now ontotheworld o river play,
enders, rodeos, dalom and wildwater
races, magazinefeaturesand even cereal
box covers!

Aboveadll, instructorsof kids should
remember that their students are people.
Themost successful instructorsdf chil-
drenand teenstreat their studentslike
people, not kids.

The number of youngstersinterested
in whitewater boatingi sgrowing, asmore

young peopl e discover the chalenge of
paddling. Instructorsneed to be prepared
for thisondaught.

Editors Note:

Peter Kennedy isthe founder/direc-
tor of Adventure Quest, a non-profit,
charitable outdoor/whitewater school for
kidsand teens. Heisan Instructor
Trainer for the ACAin canoe and kayak
and regional Junior Program Coachfor

the USCKT. A child psychologist, ke has
developed many instructional methods
for whitewater, skiing and other adven-
ture sportsfor young people. TeamAd-
venture, anA.& sponsored program,
consists of nationally ranked Cadet and
Junior paddlers fromthe Vermont/New
Hampshireregion, who have been the
subjectsfor many of Peter's paddling
experiments! Il
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AWA Sch
Season

Afour-weekend season of fall
whitewater rel eases hasbeen scheduled
for New York's Bottom Moose River, a
class4 5 gemlocated inthe southwestern
corner of the Adirondack Park.

Startingon theweekend of October 8-
9, the season will stretch over four con-
secutive October weekends. Asthetake-
out islocated on private property, pad- ,
dlersare requiredto sign rel easesbefore
making therun Thesi gii ns arecon-
ducted Saturday and Sunday morningsat
the Agers FalsDam startingat 10 am.

Inscheduling afall season, the AWA
hopes more paddlerswill utilize the Bot-
tomMoose.

The AWA had negotiated 20 annual re-
lease dayswith 10 of thedays
prescheduled for Sundaysin April, May
and October and the remaining 10to be
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Moose

used asoptional daysby boaterson afirst-
come, first served basisby calingtwo
daysin advanceto request arelease.
Unfortunately, prescheduled Sunday
rel easesoftenincluded dayswhen the
Bottom Moosewashistoricallytoo high or
low to paddle. And the proceduresfor se-
curingoptional releasesseemed confusing
to many boaters. Consequently, many re-
leaseswere utilized by just afew paddlers
and some dateswent unused altogether.
Tocreatethefall season, the AWA re-
served sevenof the optional datesearly in
March. And if the season provessuccess-
ful, the AWA will look to changesome of
the prescheduled datesto createfull
weekendsof paddlingin timeswhenthe
waterishistoricallya optimal levels.
A'"release* on the Bottom M oosesec-
tion only meansthat the natura flow of

DISAPPOINTING SNOWPACKSBODE ILL

I theriverisreturnedto atwo-milestretch

| doesnot guaranteeoptimal water levels.

that isdewatered by a hydro project. It

However, ANA organizer ChrisKall
explainsthat historicaly, thefina four
weeksd October havethe most depend-
ablewater.

"Theresachain of lakesway u p
stream that start drainingwater on Colum:
busDay weekend," Kdll said, "soit's very
rarethat thereisn't enoughwater fora
good run. Actudly, there'sa much greater
possibility that there will betoo muchwa: |
ter. But fortunately, there'saclass4 sec-
tion of water just abovethe Bottom
Moose—s0 evenif we have highwater on
the release days, people who have traveled
will see some good boating.”

Kdl isalsointhe preliminarystagessl
planningthefirst annual Bottom Moose
Rendezvous—an informal gatheringand
party to be staged ColumbusDay week-
end. For additional information, call eve-
ningsat (315) 652-8397.

FOR WESTERN BOATING
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BRIEFS

by Risa Callaway

The Nationa Organi zation of
Whitewater Rodeos(NOWR), one of the
recent offspring of American \Whitewater,
has announced its 1994 schedul eof twelve
festivals. Mogt of thesewhitewaterfeature
severa on-water events, providing plenty
of opportunity for beginnersand experts
aiketotest their river runningskills. The
festivalswill beginin April and end in Sep-
tember, at sitesacrossthe U.S.

In the past few yearswhitewater festi-
vashaveflourisheddueto theincreasing
sophistication of event organizersand the
collectivepromotion of the series by AWA.
AWA kick-started NOAVR in 1989 and con-
tinuestofuel itsgrowth with publicity,
promotionand administrativeassi stance.

Today whitewater rodeo isan interna-
tional event. In October 1993, river rats
from eleven nationsdescended on the
Ocoeefor the Worlds(story in the March/
April American Whitewater).

Thisyear, therewill bea Pre-World
Rodeoin Augsberg, Germany onthe' BS
Kanal,” built for the 1972 Olympic
whitewater dalom races. The Pre-Worlds
will provide good experiencefor the event
organizers,whowill host the World Rodeo
in 1995at the samesite.

Because of thegrowthininterest and
participation, rodeo i s going through what
seemslike organizational puberty. How
seriousshould we get? Do weneed to get
seriousat al? How can weleveragethe
fun of thespectacleto help protect our ac-
cesstotheriverswelove? How can we
develop guidelinesfor judgingand scoring
which arefair, without eliminating thef un
ofitdl?

Thesearetheimportant questionsfac-
ing NOAR chairpeople.

Aslocal event organizersenthusiasti-
cally accept more sponsor donations, they
must a so take moreresponsibility for pro-
vidingwell-runevents. Aswe receive, so
must wegive.

It's an excitingtime.

Asinother sports, theseissueswill be
resolved by adedicatedcadre’ of paddliers
who are or havebeeninvolvedwiththese
and similar competitions. At thetimethat
thisreportisbeing drafted (mid-March),
the U.S. steering committee islooking to
fill the positionsdf representationfor the
Northeast, Rockies and Pacific Northwest.

Whitewater Rodeo

THE Book For Rafters!

'A must for thefirst timefloater

or thegrizzledguide.”
Riper Hescuis

RAFTING!

If you areinterestedin heping usget our
act together, your adviceand interest are
welcomel

Wear e aready planningthe 1995sea-
son. NOWR organi zerswill meet in Reno
thisAugust at an industry trade show.
Therewewill discussmany topicsinclud-
ing how wewouldliketo theworld to
view our events, keepingin mind our de-
terminationto keep thefuninthe event
ant to use whitewater rodeo to help pre-
serveour rivers.

: M T -

The complete guide to
WHITEWATER RAFTING
Techniquesand Equment_

Jeff Bennatt

Send $15.95 *+ $2 g/h to:
Swiftwater Publ i shi ng Co.
PO Box 3031
Portland. OR 97208
Dealers Call: 303/292-5788

(This isthefirst of acollectionof ar-
ticlesthat will provide a behind the scenes
look at the planning and execution of the
current whitewater rodeo series.) B
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f{o Superior vacuum bagged'
: foam core race boats.

eCustom Graphics

= e (O

Betm

JICall fo a Dealer nearest you or to receive a free catalog.

New Wave Kayak Products, Inc

= (717) 944-6320°
2535 Roundtop Road, Middletown, PA 17057
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BRIEFS

ACA Kayak Instructor Classes Announced

A Moving Water I nstructor Candidate
Workshop has been scheduled for May 14
onthe Huron River near Ann Arbor Michi-
gan. Thefeeis$650 and candidatesmust
havean ACA Flat Water Certification. The
registration deadlineisApril 22.

A White Water I nstructor Workshop

New England Cup
Announced

by Jamie McEwan

A number of existing New England
Racesand afew new onesare being
wel ded together thisyear toform the New
England Cup Race Series. With no sepa-
ratefee or formstofill out thiswillbea
painlessseriesto enter; if you enter arace
you will automatically be accumulating
pointsin theseries. Anindividual'sbest
resultsinfour of thesix Sldom races, or
three of thefour Wildwater Races, will
count toward his/her fird ranking.

Theseriesisexpectedto draw a num-
ber of New England's veteran racers, the
ambitiouscrop of juniorsrisnginVe-
mont and New Hampshire, and an influx
of boatersfrom other regionswhotravel
to New Englandto kick off their season.
No doubt the serieswill attract a number
of current and future whitewater champi-
ons.

Thescheduleincludes: White River
Wildwater, April 2, Mascoma Slaom, April
9; Mascoma Wildwater,April 10;
Thoreau’s PortageSladom, April 16;
Miller's Wildwater, April 17; T'ville Salom,
April 23; T'ville Wildwater, April 24; Rattle-
snakeslalom, April 24; Snyder’s Mill Sa
lom, April 30; and Zoar Gap Sldlom, May 1

Classesofferedwillinclude K-1, K1-W,
C-1 and G2for both expertsand juniors
(born in 1976 or | ater). Classesin C-1W
and G2V will beincludedif there issuffi-
cientinterest,aminimum of three boats
per classisrequired. Awardsfor the se-
rieswill be givenat thelast race.

Thepoint system will be modified &f-
tertheFrenchTrids.

Aninformationand entry packet can
be obtainedfrom Peggy Mitchell, RD 2,
Box 922, Canaan, New Hampshire
Q3741

will be heldontheOcoee RiverinTennes- 18
seeonJunel2. Candidatesmust havean
ACA Moving Water Certification. Thefee

is$30 and theregistrationdeadlineisMay  information.ll
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THE RETRIEVER

Waist-worn throw bag
& tow system holds 55-ft. of line

THE GUNDE THROW BAG

Waist-worn throw bag
holds 70-ft. of iNE _ s—

YOUR #1 REASON TO DEMAND

FROM THE PUT-N
TO THE TAKE-QOUT, IT
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BAFFIN ISLAND
EXPEDITION SLATED

Afour manteam of American
whitewater experts hasannouncedtheir
intention to mount a uniqueexpeditionto
explorethree riverson north central
Baffin Idand during the summer of 1994.
Theexpedition will cover atotal of 293
river miles and will take about 20 days. If
successful, the TransBaffin Whitewater
Chalengewiill set a new standard for river
exploration.

Baffin, the world'sfifth largestisand,
isdightly larger than California It has
rugged coastlines,someof theworld's
largest fjord. and glaciated mountain
rangesrising to 8,000feset. Located due
west of Greenland, over hdf of theisland
lieswithinthe Arctic Circle. Becauseof
thelengthand severity of theArctic win-
ter, only awindow of six weeksisavail-
ablefor river travel.

Theidand wasnot traversed by
Westernersuntil 1939 and travel intoitsin-
teriorisrare, with most attentionbeing fo-
cused on the unusual Barneslce Cap.
Baffin |dand remainsone of theworld's
most remoteand least known areas.

The American kayak explorersplanto
paddlethree separate riversin entirety
and to bethefirsttotraversetheidandin
whitewater craft. They planto utilizeasdf
contained, al pinestyleto move quickly
acrosstheidand.

Theteamwill include Andy Bridge,
John Wdd, Phil DeRiemerand Bryan
Tooley.

Bridgeisaeight time U.S National
Champion C-1 wildwater racer and won
the World Cup in 1992. He has previoudy
participatedin expeditionsin Newfound-
land and Mexico.

John Weddisacurrently the Head In-
structor at the Riversport School of
Kayaking in Confluence, Pennsylvania He
hasled expeditionsto Newfoundland,in-
cluding onefeatured previoudyinthis
magazine.

Phil DeRiemerisa prominent outdoor
photographerand Lead Kayak I nstructor
at the Sundance Kayak School in Oregon.
He alsoworkswith the Otter Bar Kayak
School in Cdliforniaand with
ExpedicionesChile. Hisparticipationina
1985 expedition on the South American
Paucartambo River wasfeaturedon Na
tional Geographic Explorer and he has
madefirst descentsin Venezuela, Nepd,
Chileand the U.S.

Bryan Tooley,a member of theUS
Whitewater team since 1990 and K-1
Downriver U.S. Nationd Championin
1992, hasmadefirst descentsin Guate-
mala, Mexico, the Soviet Union, Chileand
Venezuela In 1990 DeRiemer and Tooley
were part of adaring self contained kayak
descent of Canada's Grand Canyon of the
Stikine.

TheTransBaffin Whitewater Chal-
lengehas been endorsed by the American
Whitewater Association (AWA) and the
ACA.

Amegrican Whitewater v May/June 1994
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IWHITEWATER
CHALLENGE

Maden Mills, the maker of Polartec
Fabrics, hasseeded the expeditionwitha
grant for $5000. Thesef unds were granted
aspart of their Polartec Performance
Challenge, a program which grants $75,000
annually to support peopleand projects
"settinga new definition of adventure”.

A separate Polartec Grant went toa
team of kayakersfrom North Waesand
the United Stateswho planto attempt the
first classV+ kayak descent of the Waghi
Riverin New Guinea



BRIEFS

If Turds Could Talk
River Waste Disposal Ethics

by Ki stin Frish

Member American River Management Society

Breing this first Lo arise, | perchied on
oiuer sty situated away From camp tod-
It im Ehe early moming Eght.

I 'was alternating between ndminng the
river and absorbing the “latest™ from a
fresh E=we of the Weekly World News,
converlently placed next to the iodlel

It seemed that a 28-year-ohd wanechowse
worker in Indianawas knocked down by a
producetruck and, upon returning to con-
sciousness, was babblingin fluent Ger-
man. Just asmy heart wasgoing out to
thispoor man sufferingfrom Foreign Ac-
cent Syndrome, whosefriendscould no
longer understandhi mand who doesn't
even understand himself, and who sayshe
has"never beensolondy",| heard some-
thing nearby. | leaned downand listened
closly...

Spicy BurritoNight: Hey, do you see
what | see?

L asagneNight: What are you running
onabout now?

Burrito: I've justlooked everywhere
andthere it was...gone!

Sweet Corn Night: What's gone?

Burrito: Theplagtic! Theplastic bags
are gone!!

Stir Fry Night: Haven't you heard? Bags
areBAAAD!

Burrito: Naaaw, weve been doing
bagsfor years- ever sincethey decided
that digging cat holesand latrineswasn't
the way to goanymore.

Stir Fry: Ligentome My humanis
thetripleader and knowsall about the
new regulations. | heard her discussing it
when they were planning thetrip.

Chili Night: Yesh, Burrito, weren't you
listeningto river saf ety and ethicstalk she
gaveat the put-ins? It'sour futureshewas
falking about, yaknow!

Burrito: Am | theonly oneinthedark
here? Am | theonly one who doesn't
know what's goingon?

Stir Fry: No, no, no! There'sjust re-
cently beensome changes. Let meex-

plain. You know how at theend of the
river trip they used to takedl the plastic
bagsfull of usand put themintothe gar-
bage containerfar away from where they
lived? And thenwewouldend upina
ladfill or buriedinatrenchintheforest?
At 1/2 pound per person per day, that adds
upfast! Wel, now there's new landfill
regulationsin many areasthat say it isnot
OK to dump usthere any more. Sothat
meansno more plastic bags..

Burrito: That soundsscary! Do you
meanto tell methat wedropright invith
nothin’ between usand the bucket? Yuk!

Lasagne Thereare waystosafely,
cleanly carry usout and disposeof us
without plastic.

Burrito: Like how?

Lasagne Lasof boatersare still using
their sameplastic 5-gallon bucket or their
20MM military surplusrocket boxesfitted
withaseat. They just eliminatethe plas-
tic. | redly likeit whenthey add agener-
ousdose of vegetableail to coat the
container’s bottom and sides beforethe
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first use. It helpspromoteour dippageat
clean-out time. Wheeeeeee!

Burrito: OK, but what about smell?
Canyou still usestuff like powdered
bleach?

Stir Fry: Thepowdered stuff tendsto
dry out, which meansstickage intheend.

Lasagne: Liquidsare better, and you
gotta make sure you get some without
formaldehyde‘cuz it caninterrupt the
breakingdown processin sewagetreat-
ment systems.

Burrito: Thissoundstoo hard...

Sweet Corn: You're whining!

L asagne: Yau can get smell stoppers
right off the grocery store shelf or elseyou
can get morespecialized, fancy "odor di-
gesters' from other places..

Seafood Fettucini: That First Round
Knockout sure had ussmelling sweet!

Stir Fry: Any of you ever seenthose
store bought porta-potties or thosefancy
toiletswith catchy namesand lotsof fun-
nelsand hoses..

Fettucini: Yeeh, thoseare redly easy



- It’s the
- coldest land
on earth.

— He crossed
lt nn foot

1tk 97 davs and 1350 miles. There wiere
nofood drops and no dogsto pull thesled.
But Sir Ranulph Fiennes set aworld record
for both the longest unsupported polar
journey and the first unsupported crossing of
Antarctica. Thetrek, at therate of 14 milesa
day, was often tortuous: equipment failure,
starvation, hypothermia, and bitter blizzards.
Join Sir Ranulph Fiennesas he sharesthe mind
OVEr TIELECT T DO O STV L Tt

man vs, nature challenge of crussing the

Antarctic continent.
Ihlncorte I-I Fress

On Sale May 9, 1994

Hat lived near the
Tohickon,afour mileclassIII+
tributary of the Delaware,an
hour north of Philadel phia.
Theannual springandfall
weekend rel easesfrom Leke
Nockamixon attract hundreds
o boaters. Forthe past de-
cadeeachfdl Hat played host
to an assortment of fifteen to
twenty paddlerswho gathered
at hishousefor a warm place
toseep, good food, and, most
of al, good company.

Hat alwaysinsisted upon
feeding everyone. Hewould
spend thedaysprior tothere-
| ease cooking himsdf sense-
less, while, at the sametime,
hewould embark on a project
to make hishomeeven more
accommodatingto boaters-
likerepaintingor remodelinga
bathroom.

Last fall Hat needed help
getting ready for the Tohickon
crowd. I'm not very good at do-
mesticchores, but | can master
some repetitivetasksif | con-
centrate, so | volunteeredto
run the vacuum. Thevacuum
and | finally collapsed at 10:30
and | fell aslegpon thefloor of
Hat's living room. When | came
toan hour later Hat wasgill
going full tilt.

Hat wasavery active
boater, bagging seventy-fiveto
one hundred daysa year. |
used to get alittleenvious, but
then | would remember that he
wasracingagainsttime. He
wasbornwith a heart defect, a
defect which severely limited
hisactivitiesuntil hewas19.
At that time hevolunteered for
experimental surgery and an
artificial valvewasinsertedin
h's heart.

Thisprosthesiscompletely
transformed Hat's life. He be-
came capabled vigorousac-
tivity... and hetook full advan-
tage of it. Hekepthimsdf in
excellentshape. A few weeks
after hissecond open heart op-
eration hewasskiingin Jack-
son Hole. Once hecameback
to help me carry my boat up
thegrudingclimbat the
Gauley's Panther Creek take-
out! Helivedlife non-stop; he
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was not interested in*sowing
down" or “taking it essy".

I think he may even have
feltthat sleep robbed hi mof
precioustime. He often ran
himsdf down and we would
coax himtoslow downjusta
little. But, asbest | can tell, he
never took that advice. We all
knew what motivated Hat.

Last year Hat complained
that hefelt alittletired climb-
ing out at Panther Creek.

| said, "Hat you're 43, so
jointheclub." | didn't takehis
complaintserioudy.

Last fal the Tohickon
weekend was conductedin
classic Hat style. Non-stop,
multipleactivitiesat home,
two runson theriver on Satur-
day and two very cooooold
runson Sunday. He paddled
strongly both days.

About 8 p.m. Sunday night
Hat calledand said he had the
post-party blues. Th s wastypi-
cal. Heaskedif | could come
over and | said, "Hat, aren't
youtired? Why don't you get
somedeep?’

| know | wasbeat and I'd
only madeoner un on Sunday.

"Yesh,I'mtired," Hat re-
plied. "Maybelll get to bed
early."

We made plansfor himto
visit mid-week. | comple-
mented his cooking and
thankedhi m onceagain, for
makingthe Tohickon week-
endsso specia. Wetaked a
whilelonger, making plansfor
asimilar rendezvousat the
spring release.

Hat died | ater that evening.

Westill can't graspthefact
that he's gone. There'sabig
holein our liveswhereHat
usedto be.

Dont feel sorry for Hat.
Hethoroughly enjoyed hislife
and he passed away after
spendingan active weekend
doingwhat heliked best. Our
lossisthat hewon't around
any moreto enhancethequd-
ity of our lives.

But thissensitive, gentle
man will dwaysremainwith
us, livingin our memories.



LARGEBILL WRISTED IN

COMEBACK; CHOPPERA |

SUSPECT

by Jonathan Katz

John Largehill, widdly acknowledged asthefinest paddlerin
the United States, suffered a maj or setback in hisdriveto come
out of retirementwhen he wasstruck inthe wrist by an unidenti-
fied assailant whiletraining on the Savage River in Maryland. An
unknown man attacked Largebill in an eddy on the Savage, hit-
tirg hi monceintheleftwrist with the edge of akayak paddle.

Largebill sustai ned adisplacedfracture of the navicular bone
and wasimmediately taken to BethesdaNavad Hospital where or-
thopedi csurgeonsoperated, screwingthe bone fragmentsback
together with stainlesssteel hardware. Largehill isresting com-
fortably in good condition, but will be unableto paddiefor at
least six months. Doctorssay it istoosoon totell whether he
will recover sufficient wrist flexibilityto kayak again at his
former world championshipleve.

Largehill wasscratched from the US National swhichtake
placeinfour days. He wasscheduledto racetherefor the first
time since announcing his retirement from world competitionin
1992. Reportedlyin top condition, he wasa prohibitivefavorite
towin hiseighth US championship.

Policeareinvestigating. They describethe assailant asa
whitemale, about 28 years old, with blonde hair and blue eyes,
standing about 510" tall and weighting 290 pounds, | ast seen
wearing a bright blue Kokatat drysuit and paddling down the
Savage River in a blue Dagger Crossfire.

The description matchesthat of one Mark Chopper, former
nosetackleand Klansman, who has recently started racingon the
whitewatersalomcircuitin the eastern U.S. Attemptsto contact
Chopper at McBride OmahaChemicd Company, where he
worksas an applied physicist, were unsuccessful. Thereception-
ist there reportedthat Chopper had takena week off totrainfor
the Nationalson the Savage River and was not in a positionto re-
tuncals.

Whentold that Chopper was a suspect in the brutal attack on
Largehill, shereplied “So what elseisnew? Ladt week hebit me
ontheneck," and hung up the phone.

Chopper'sattorney, Barbara"Barb" Weler, would not ad lib
forthe press. Sheread aprepared statement from the steps of
the Deertield County Courthousewhere sheworksasa public
defender, and as retained criminal defensecounsel for McBride-
Onhaha employeesaccused of major felonies.

Thestatement read asfollows:

"Chopperistotally innocent, alamb among thewolves of the
world. No way would hetap that man on thewrist with a paddie.
If hewanted totake him out, held tear off one of hisarms and
beat him to deathwith it"

SAVAGE RIVER UPDATE...LATE BREAKING NEWS

by Jonathan Katz

Competingwith a cast on hi s left wrist four daysafter having
surgery to repair afractured navicular bone, John Largebill easily
won hisninth US Nationa Kayak Championship against atough

field. Afterward, Largebill spoke to the mediafor thefirst time
since he wasassaulted on the Savage River |essthan a week ago.

"My coachesalwaystaught meto recognizethe difference
between painandinjury.”

"This," hesaid, wavingthe castintheair, "ispain, and painis
allinthemind. It canbeovercomewith drugs,if you take
enough,in the right combinations. McBride mixed mesome spe-
cial stuff and shot me up beforetherace. It worked just fine.
Right now | amfeeling no pain."

"I'trainhard, and only seriousinj uy or death can dow me
down. For example, if Chopper had tom off one of my ar ng and
beaten meto death withit, | would have missed at | east two
weeksof practice.”

"Asfor Chopper, heand | both know it washim. I'm loading
up, and trainingfor the Biathlon. Il see him on the Ocoee."

With that, Largehill whippeda TEC-9 out of hislifgjacketand
fired aquick burst at atree,sawingit down.

So bunker up for the Biathlon. Thefull auto competition
promisesto be areal shoot-out..

e
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Rocky Mountain Ou Center
10281 Hwy 50, Howard, Colorado 81233

The Arkansas River providesan extraordinary
classroom for learning the art of paddling a kayak
or canoe. RMOC isrightinthe middle of one hun-
dred milesof beautiful river, ranging from easy first-
day-in-a-boat water to the stuff expertsdream
about. We can always match your skillsand desires
with the right stretch of water.

We offer weekend semi-
nars, private instruction,
custom designed instruction
packagesand ACA certifica-
tion in River Rescue, Kayak
and Canoeinstruction.

Looking for something
different and extraordinary?
Ak us about paddling
amidg the waterfallsand

lush junglesaf Honduras.

Summer or winter its green!

Call us today

at 800-255-5784.
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by Jonathan Katz

Idiot! Idiot! Idiot!

Theword kept rattlingthrough the
empty spacein my skull. It wastheonly
explanationfor my predicament, paddling
my open boat at thevergedof deathona
rain-swollen, unknown ClassFour river. |
was

somewherein the wildsdof North
Ontarioand it wastwo o'clock inthe
morning.

Noneadf my river safety instructors—
and nothingl'd ever readin any American
Whitewater Affiliation publication, by
Footebridgeor anyone else—had pre-
pared mefor the suicidal fally of paddling
enormouswhitewater at night. | guess
they figurethere are some thingsthey just
don't havetoteach. Wdl, they're wrong,
and if | lived through this1'd let them
know.

Atleast | wasn't done. McBridewas
leading in hiskayak. His

red stern lightsweredimly visiblein
the big water twenty yardsahead. Chop-
per and PT. werein araft somewhere in
the darkness. Behind mewasour
"backup", asecond raft containing Gun-
smith, Ax, and hadf a dozen heavily armed
hoodlums, membersaf the Rabid Dogs
Motorcycleand Kayak Club.

Wewereon our way toani nt er na
tional incident, possibly even a massacre,
and the only personintheleast concerned
wasme

Asforthe bikers, their mottowas"Up
For Anything". They didn't seemtocare
that they were goingto drown or get shot
by fear-crazed prisonguards. | cared, but |
didn't count. I'd given up nmy votewhen |
put ontheriver.

Aweek earlier I'd beensittingat my
desk, making meaninglessinvestment de-
cisionsfor afacel ess, heartlessconglomer-
ate, when my secretary told meshe had an
incoherent man on the phonewho would
not hang up. | took the call and recog-
nized thevoiceinstantly. It was"Bam
Bam" McBride.

Normally at least hd f rational, hewas
twitchingwith hysteria, screaming"Hes
divel Hes divel" over and over again.

| thought I knew who he wastalking
about, and when he gasped out the name
Omaha, | ran out thedoor. Duty called.

| raced up to the dilapidatedfactory
onthe banksof the Deerfield
world headquarters for the McBride-
OmahaChemica Company, the employer
of last resort for all the whitewater crazed

mad scientistsl knew.

It wassurely another hoax. Omaha
had killed himsdf paddling his open canoe
over Niagara Falls. Hed been dead two
months, hisbody claimed by theriver.
Keystone Beer bought the videotaped his
find plunge and wasplanningto air it dur-
ing the IndianapolisS00. Wewerestarting
to adjustto lifewithout Omaha: after years
of bedlam thingswere returningto nor-
ma.

How could he havelived through the
pounding hed takenin thechurningfroth
at the base of the Falls? And how nuts
would hedriveusif he came back? We
had no answers.

But McBride had heard arumor froma
Mohawk squirt boater in Ontarioand that
wasenoughfor him. "Hesin
Penatanguishine.”

"What'sthat?' asked Gunamith.

"Wherésthat?" asked Chopper.

Who's she?' asked Arden Tygart, the
caused all thetrouble.

It wasthe unrequitedlovedf Arden
that had driven Ken Omahato attempt
Niagra Falls.

" Jeal ouswoman! Penatanguishine
Menta Hedlth Center, North Bay, Ontario.
It's Canada'smost dreadedasylum for the
criminalyinsane. If Omahds diveand
he'sinthere, we haveto get himout.”

"Yousureit's him?' Gunamith asked.

'‘Can't say for certain: thestory comes
out of PenatanguishineEast Mentd Hedlth
Camp. Aninmatestolea handgun from a
guard, and started shooting pigeonson the
fly. Bagged 17 out of 17. Theguard gave
him another clip and he shot another 6for
6 beforeheran out of birds. Nobodyin
theworld could do that with a nine milli-
meter except Omaha"

"How we gonna get him?"

"Good question. Diplomacy'suseless.

I met with aguy fromthe American Em-
bassy named Dweeb, who knew al about
Omaha. Hesaid, 'Give me one good rea-
son the United Statesof Americashould
lift onefingerto bring that maniac back
home" And whenall | could suggestwas
free beer, hethrew meout o hisoffice”

McBride continued. “Penatanguishine
East isin Algonquin Provincial Park, in-
sideastockadeon the Petawawa River.
Supposedly theriver is Class3-4, but no-
body | know hasdoneit. If weland asea-
planeon alake upstream and put on at
night, we can sneak over thecamp wall,
grab Omahaand paddleoff. Theother
possibility isan air assault, but the only
person| know who could get usahelicop

American Whitewater v May/June 1994

One Paddied Out of the Cuckoo’s Nest

ter gunshipisOmaha And he's dead or
locked up or both. Either way he's useless
=0 US."

Then Chopper suggested the answer
that sealed our doom. "WEell need ground
troops. The Rabid Dogswill do anything,
but well owethem, and who knowswhat
they'll want. There'sno sayingnotothose
people. If they ask, they get"

Nobody had any better ideas, sowe
went to the Dogs.

The Dog who howledloudest, andthe
leader of the pack, was Thomas Ephriam
Tyburskiewicz, who hated “Tommie” and
caled himsalf Ax. Hewaslean, blonde
and very suave. Butin mattersdf violence
he wassavage. "Firepower you need?
Firepower we got."

Thushe committed hisclub to anight
raft assault on Canadds most secure psy-
chiatric prison. Therewas, of course,a
catch. "McBride, you owe usone. Well
tell you whenand where."

If you owed the Rabid Dogsyou paid
in blood. McBrideloved hispartner, dead
or dive hed just signedonto diefor him.
The Dogshad signed onto dieaswdll, and
they barely knew Omaha. They werejust
initfor kicks.

They hijackeda pair of big seaplanes
Likea New York car thief steal s a used
Chevy in Amish country, and on the way
towhat they called"thetarget" they
treated usto the Dog Cheer:

Ax:  What are we?
Pack:DOGS!

Ax:  Howdowelive?
Pack:-RABID!

Ax:  How dowedie?
Pack:-RABID!

Ax: LivelikeaDog!
Pack:DOGS!

Ax. DielikeaDog!
Pack:DOGS!

Ax:  Whaareweupfor?
Pack:ANYTHING!!!

All:  U'FIA! UIFIA! U'FIA!

These peoplewerestoked. | asked
someonewhat UFA stood for. "Up For
Anything!" hesnarled,and | knew then
that hewasat |east assick asthe poor in-
matesat Penatanguishine,l ost soulswho
had noideawhat kind of hell wasabout to
descend on them for the purpose of free-
ing Omaha

The Dogsweren't kidding about the
firepower either. They dressed likesmall
arms museums, bedecked in the latest ar-
ray of full auto finery, and carried enough
rocketsand grenadesto win asmall war.
Omeha—if hewasredly diveandin
there--wasgoing to go out with a bang.

But we had to get therefirst, and the

man who wrotethat getting there wasonly



hdf the battle never boated the Petawawa

at night. It had rained for two days, and

theriver wasbankfull and ripping. We put

onat dusk, switched onthelittle red pen-
lightstied to thesterns of our boats, and

headed down river, intowater that wasfar

bigger and steeper than we antici pated.

Thelight faded to twilight,then blackness.

Our visual range shortened. Scoutingbe-
came useless. Now | could seelessthan
fifteenfeet and | was paddling on reflex
sharpened by fear.

The banksaf theriver werelostin

darkness. It could have beenamilewide.

| had noideawhat wasinfront of me. I'd
beenstaring at McBride'staillight for
hours, trying to estimate how bigthe

waveswere, tryingtolineup for thedrops,
trying desperately not to swim. Even with

extraflotationthe cockpit of my canoe
wasswamped, and | was paddling and

bailingand cursingand screamingintothe
miniatureradioswe werewearing, "' Eddy

out!" "Bailing!""Wait for mel"

Somehow we stayed together, but the
water was getting meaner and | wasterri-
fied, overdosed on adrenalin, strungout ori

stayingdlive.
Now | saw McBride'snight light dip-

ping and swooping. Big water coming. Big

wave. Quarterit. Fightit off. McBrides
lightdipped. Hole Punchit! BAM!
My stem slammedarock; the canoe
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stalled. Paddlehard! Hard! Lean, brace!

OK, I'm out, it worked.

Thenhislight disappeared. Drop!
Thebow diddownand | saw the hole,
and sensed the boulders. BLAM! | hita
rock, dewed sidewaysand the hole had
me. Throw out the brace....toolate! The
river sucked me down, ripped meout of
the boat. Swimming! Tumblingsomer-
saultinthe hydraulic,deep under. Rock
whacksmeintheside, straightensme out.
Up! Airll Orient....feet downstream. Blind,
fedlingthe current. Rock! Kick away from
it, dideintoa hole, sucked down, tumbled
again, choking now, water in the nose,
don't panic, hang on to the paddle, up
again, bigwaveintheface, upthenose,
dark, chokingagain, drowning?

Then head up again and hearingthat
sound, that blessed sound: THWOCK!
Ropegun! and fedingthebagdaminto
my helmet, Chopper'saim dead onat a
hundred feet -at night- onthe Edge of The
End.

Grabtherope! Holdit! Loveit!
Neverletitgo! Andfedingtheriver
sweep meintotheshore, pendulumintoa
boulder SMAH in theface, not caring
now, Chopper had me, holding hisground,
nosetacklestrong, the Great Pyramid on
beay. Swingingintoshallow water, get-
tingto my feset, aive, unhurt,shakingand
laughing, rememberingto tell themwere

professionals, don't try thisat home...

My boat wasgone, somewheredown
the raging Petawawa, vanishedin the
night. Thenmy ear piececrackled.
McBridecdling. He hadit. A one-kayak
classfour rescue of aswamped open boat
at nightin enemy territory... theman can
paddie!

Catch my breath, taste blood, Chopper
tellingmel'll liveto drink bad beer again.
And McBrides voicein my ear piece,
soothing, "Closeyour eyes. Fed thewa
ter. Becomeonewiththeriver. You don't
need to seeto paddle." Zen garbage.

Get back onthe horse, peel out into
the black and brutal current, relax now;
and fiveminuteslater, round the bend, the
lightsand guard towers of
Penatanguishine.

Thestockade stood on a steep bluff
twenty feet abovetheriver and thewal
wasthirty feet high. Nosweat. Ax and
company took to thetreeswith their rock-
ets. Chopper rel oaded the rope gunand
fired from deep shadow. THWOCK! The
nylonsailed over thewall, the grapnel end
caught. McBrideclipped on hisjumars
and ascended up and over, dead quiet.
Nobody saw him.

He whi speredinto the mikefor Chop-
per and meto follow. Five minuteslater
wewere hidingin theshadow o an out-
building. Just asmall group of American
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tourists,strollingthe groundsof Canadas
maximum security psychiatric prisonat
threeam.—took awrongt urn, officer.
Sorry.

Only problemwas, no Omaha.

"All right, McBride, Chopper de-
manded, "Wherethe hell ishe?"

Our geniuschemist responded witha
shrug. "Haven't aclue. HEsin heresome-
where"

Then| got mad. "Youmeantotell me
you dragged me up hereinto the boonies,
damn near drowned meinthedark on that
stupid river, busted meinto aloony binto
rescue your dead partner —who is, by the
way, theonly idiot | know dumb enoughto
paddle NiagaraFalls--andyou don't even
know hisroom number?? Why don't you
justring thefront desk and ask? And
whileyou're at it, tell room serviceto
send up a midnight snack and a coupledf
bottlesof Dom Perignon. Maybewe can
pick up somegirlsin here."

"Have you finished your tantrum?"
McBrideasked. "All we haveto doiscap-
ture aguard and ask i mwherethey keep
Omahallf hewon' tell us, Chopper can sit
onhim" Chopperweighed 290. The
guard would talk.

Suddenly wewere pinnedinthe
beams o hdf adozen spotlightsand the
camp P.A. boomed, "Hold your fire, tur-
keys, itsMolsontime! ™

It was Omahal Alive, and waitingfor
us!

"Hold your fire. “ McBrideradioedto
AX, who had the camp zeroed in fromthe
trees.

"You mean we're not goingto get to
shoot anybody?' he asked.

"Thet's right. Atleast not here."
Omahawalked into thefloodlights,
holding handswith asix foot blondewear-
inganurse'suniform and high heels. They
wereaccompanied by amanina business

suit, whointroduced himsalf as Doctor
DeShaine, Medica Director. Omahastood
theregrinning whilethe suit got downto
business.

"Omahaisyoursfor the asking. Just
signareceipt and get h mthe hell out of
my hospita. I'm tryingto carefor the
mentallyill hereand Omahaisdriving me
crazy. Hes notsick, he'sjust nuts. Hese
ducesnurses, makes hoochin hisroom,
steal sguns, shootswildlife, and keeps
raving about how he's goingto take the
staff onarecreational boat trip downthe
Taureau Gorge.

I've tried drugging him, but its useless:
helikes drugs. 1'd havereleasedhi m
monthsago, but your country won't take
him back. And | can't blamethem one hit.
You get him out of my sight right now and
I'll putinagoodword for you about steal -
ing theseaplanes."

Then Omahaand the spectacul ar
blondestrolled over. Helooked healthy,
hed put on someweight, and if histrip
over NiagaraFallshad hurt him, it didn't
show.

He greeted McBrideformally. "Hey
Bam Bam. Still shootinglow?"

"Soyou ame dive," McBridereplied.
"Just get ussome beersbeforel change
my mind and leaveyou in here. And by
theway, I've got your boat."

Thewardenlet ussleepin some empty
cdlstill morning. Then hetreated ustoa
massive Canadian breakfast and walked
ustotheriver to say good-bye.

Kenny Omaha--drinker, boater,
marksman, ClassSix Guy —turned to the
gorgeousnursewho had become hislover
in Canadas most dreaded psychiatric
prison.

"Sorry, Yvonng, | havetoleavenow,"”
hesaid,"But don't worry. I'll be back."

He kissed her soft, wondrousmouth
and jumped intothe raft with Chopper and
P.T.. Hewaved to her aswe cast off down
river. Suddenly shedoveintothe waterin
her uniformand pumps, swimminghard
for Omahds raft. She caughtthelinesand
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Chopper lifted herin. Shesmiled, dip
ping wet, makeup running, and snuggled
in beside Omaha,whodidn't look disap
pointed.

He wastestingthe action on an auto-
matic hed takenfrom onedf the Dogs.

"I loveyou, Omaha,"shesaid, "and |
want to do the Taureau with you. It
soundsso romantic." Omahagrinnedand
crackedthe seal onabottle of Crown
Royd.

He wasback. And not alone.

But what would Arden Tygart say?
And, moreimportantly,what would Arden
Tygartdo?

Wetied the boatsto the raftsand
pulled dongside."Havea Keystone."
McBride called, tossing Omahaa beer.
"Wesoldthevideo of your NiagaraFalls
runto the brewer and got another year's

| supply.”

"Youwhat???' Omahaexploded."You
idiot! | wasunder contract to Molsonfor
that stunt. They were goingto pay
afortune!"

"So haveanother beer." McBridesaid
to him. "Wegot plety.".
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