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Far more, contact Perception, 111 Kayaker Way, Easley, 5C 29642 B803/850-7518.

Photo Christopher Smith



americon whitewater

Journal of the American Whitewater ATTation

C 0 N T E N T S

Volume XXXV, No.d

30« « » = = » = » « Open Boating the Jarbridge/Bruneau
ty Tom MeCloud

33 = = = = s = s » » s Much Too Close A Call on the Loyalsock
by Nancy Peteraf

4]« = s & & s & s & « Something Different...Kayaking the Tidal Bores
by Steve Cowrnoyer

n?l smmesnss s Evolution of a H.Iil'BﬂI.tEr
by Larry Hays

EIIIIIIII'I.Lm

-ﬂ-l EEEEEEEEN lFMF-Eﬂ]ﬂ-ElﬂﬂlﬂEﬂhﬂﬁt&byﬂﬂbG[mlﬂﬂh

B0=sussnnnnssBielS «Florida Paddling Festival
szreat Falls Race

165 = = = = = = = = » « GONSEIValion

sPrasure Mounts on Chilean Rivers
sUpper Yough Update
sQuebec May Move Away From Hydro

mlllllllllllm
sNew River Aceess Coordinator
#Hydro Update

B3e e ensns == HUMO

Front Cover: Ed Lucen on Colomada’s Big South
Back Cover: Ed Luciny goding one

Printed on Becnched Papsr

Amesican Whilewaler v July/August 1904



Peoplein Glass
[Shouldn't Throw
Stones)

| paddled plasticfor morethan ten
yearsbeforel bought my first glassboat.
Thepressuretoswitchto glasswasin-
tense, sincel did most of my boatingon
the Yough and Cheat drainage, the stomp-
ing groundsdf the Snyder brothersand
Jesse Widdemore. During those daysall
theredlly hot boaterspaddled glass.

| must have beenteased a million
timesthat " Plastic keepsturkeysfresh”
and that "Youll never get any better if you
keep pushingplastic" and that "Only geeks
paddieplastic”.

But | wasstubborn; | convinced mysdf
that my glassboatingfriendswereold
fashioned dlitistsor frustrated racerheads;
that the only reasonthey madetheir own
boatsisthat they weretoo cheap to buy
decent plasticones. | laughed at their ar-
gument that paddling plastic severely re-
stricted my choice of design. After dl,
each year the big plastic manufacturersre-
leased fiveor six new models.

| scoffed when they said that glass
boatswere better becausethey were
lighter,since most of them were paddling
glassboatsthat had heavy layups to begin
with, had not been vacuum bagged, and
which had gained ten extra poundssince
their creation thanksto sloppy repair
work.

L /

il ik

For years| wascontentto driftalong
in plastic, walowing in holesand bounc-
ing off rockswith impunity.

Eventually acoupledf my plastic
boating buddies, mere mortalslike my-
sdf, gaveinto peer pressureand bought
glassboats. Atfirst | madefun of these
turncoats, but soon, asmuch as| hated to
admitit, | started to seea changein their
paddling. They weresittingalittlemore
erect, they were spinninginto and out of
eddies, they weremaking preciseferries
across powerful currents. Their lines
werecleaner. Therewasno denyingit;
they werestartingto develop... darel say
it... stylel

Oneday | grudgingly climbedinto one
of their boats, a cut-down Extreme, and
paddledit through some classIil rapids.
Itfeltgood.. redly, good... and | was
hooked.

Withinamonth | had onelikeit. Ex-
cept mine had prettier graphics.. fora
while. It alsoseemedto haveamind of its
own. Oh, it wasawillful critter, seemingly
bent onse f destruction!

It wassummer and water levelswere
low, so | had to bulldog my sassy new glass
boat on the Upper Y ough.

On those steep, technical watersl soon
found out why paddling glassmakesyou
improve. It's not the glassthat makesyou
better... it'stherocks!

And, asluck would haveit, onthevery
night I bought my new boat therewasa
meteor shower over Western Maryland and
thousandsdf new clunkerswere dumped
intotheriver!

Theboat that | had purchased had
been built specificallyfor me, with hun-
dredsof layersd kevlarand evenmore
over the sharp chinesand ends. Theguy
that builtit had seen me ontheriver,so he

~__mademy kayak asstrongand durableas

any glassboat could be. Butitwasdill no
matchfor my plasticfinesse.

Or lack of it.

| havealwaysloved the soundsof the
river. Thechatter of chipmunks,the chirp-
ing of songbirds, the croakingd frogs, the
tinkling of rivuletscascading over tiny
ledges, therumbleof hydraulics, the roar
o fdls... and the occasional thump or
swishthat you hear when your boat
brushes up against some partialy sub-
merged obstacle. When | paddied plastic |
learnedto take dl these soundsfor
granted.

But when you paddieglass, it's nota
thump or a swish that you hear when you
brusharock; itsa THUNK!!! or a
SCRUNCH!!! or a CRACK!!! Sometimes
glassboats make horrible noises, likewild
animalsbeing tortured. Theseare not good
sounds, and when you paddleglass, you

: "........................-..-.
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At first | wastotally paranad
about this; every timel heard an
ominausnoise, | would eddy out,
jump out of my boat and anxioudy
examinelt for oracks sratchesar
holes. A friend told me | looked
likea Jak inthe Box.

soon learnthat they can not betakenfor
granted.

Atfirst | wastotally paranoid about
this; every time | heard an ominousnoise,
| would eddy out, jump out of my boat and
anxiously examineit for cracks, scratches
or holes. Afriendtold mel looked likea
Jack inthe Box.

Eventualy | tired of this; now | just
say asilent prayer and keep paddling. If
any real damage has been done, | find out
soon enough.

O coursethere's a certain amount of
salf-deceitinvolved. At first | try to con-
vince mysdf that my sprayskirt must be
leakingjust alittle. But when your sitting
infiveinchesd icewater with your
spongeand throw bag bobbingaroundin
your lap, there's no denying that it'stime
to get out therepair kit.

Thisisthething about boatingin glass
that hasredly made meabetter paddier.
Repairing boatson my back porch picnic
table has definitely inspired meto develop
finesseontheriver.

O courseyou can pay peopleto do
theserepairsfor you. But these people
are hard tofind and, if you arelikeme,
thisgetsto be expensive. Besides, paying
someoneelseto repair your boat isjust
not the manly thingto do. It's likepaying
someoneelsetotake abeatingfor you. If
you dothecrime, you've got to dothe
time!

I'velearned alot by repairingboats.
Working withfiberglassislike working
with flypaper. The moreyoufiddie withit,
theworseit gets. I'm certainthat Satan
wearsafiberglassraiment.

I'velearnedthat it is possibleto work,
eat, sleep and paddlewith the third and
fourthfingersof your left hand cemented

together. I'velearnedthereisaway to get
resinout of your hair. That way iscalled
SCiSsors.

I'velearnedthat when theinstructions
say to X exactly .003652 partsof cata
lystto onepart of resin, they redly, realy
meanit. I've dsolearned that | am not,
like some peopl e, dlergicto these chemi-
cds. Th s isfortunate, becauseif | were, |
would amost certainly be dead.

I've learned that no amount of glass
and resin can makea boat indestructible
intheface of abuse. On the other hand, |
am now the proud owner of apicnictable
soinundated withresinthat it will never
die.

Andsincel started to paddleglass, my
boatingskillshaveimproved. Infact, quite
often peoplemistakemefor Eric Jackson
ontheriver. Redly!

Theironicthingisthat duringthe past
year or so all of the hot dog boaters

FORUM

around here havetaken up ultrasteep
creeking and have switched to big, plastic
boats. Now thereare only ahandful of us
paddlingglasson the Upper Yough.

But wearethe purists.

Asfor therest of them, they may befa
mousand very, very good. But, between
you and me, lately their linesdon't seemto
be quite asclean. Infact, | think thev're
starting tolook like peals!

Bob Gedekoh

2362P Dresden % ”ﬁ A'[Iantﬁ GA 30341

| If you need a hat, get a hat. If you need a helmet, you need a

P.O. BOX 4111 BOLL
303-449-8599
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NBW '93 CANOE
Descender

TheRgpid Solutiontoyour
shortboat dilemma. Shorter,
Lighter & Quicker
CUSTOM OUTHTTED
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READY - TO-PLAY

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Cdl todayor Try aTest Driveat our
Nantaha aOutpost

404-325-5330 Atlanta weskdays
704-488-2386 Nantahala River
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CHILEAN RIVERS

THREATENED.. .AGAIN

Toadl of youwho have
seen, known, fished, or boated,
(by raft or kayak,) the aquama-
rinewatersof the Futaleufu
River, we hereby notify you
that since February 1,1994,
these waters have been seri-
oudy threatened by threelarge
Chilean utility companies:
ENDESA, Colbun-Machicura,
and Chilgener. Thesecompa-
nieshave requested water
rightsonthe Futaleufuand its
tributaries,the Espolonand
the Azul, to build the proposed
“Los Coigues” and "LaCuesta”
dams.

Weareadl aware o thefew
benefitsproduced by gigantic
projectssuch asthese, aswell
astheincalculabledamage
that they causetothe aur-

NANTARAL

rounding ecosystem.

Faced withthi s grave
threat, the entire popul ace of
the Futaleufuares, intwo well-
attended community meetings,
hassaid "NO!" to the dams.
We haveformed the Corpsfor
the Advancement and Defense
of the Futaleufu River and its
Ecosystem, (CODDERFU)
withappropriatelega counsel
and with clear goalsof de-
fense. Our first legal noticeof
objectiontotheappropriation
of the water rightsand the
building of thesedamswas
publishedin the DiarioOficial,
(the national newspaperfor le-
gd noticesin Chile)) on April 4,
1994, and alsointhedaily
newspapersin Santiagoand
Puerto Montt, Chile

The Futaleufu River and its

tributariesshould be preserved |

for outdoor recreation,for ag-
riculture, and for tourism,
whichistheirtruevalue, asa
National Park. They should be

CENTER 1

WHITEWATER

CATALOG

PADDLING GEAR (& MORE!) FROM THE EFERTS

13077 HWY 19 WEST °® BRYSON CITY, NC 28713

preservedfor al of you, and
for your children and grand-
children.

Partsd the Futal eufu con-
tan perhapsthe cleanest, wild-
est classV whitewater that
now remainsonthi s planet of
ours.

For these reasons, we ask
you for donationstothi s orga
nization, CODDERFU, so that
we may defend, through thele-
gd and political systemsandin
the massmedia, thelegitimate
right that the Creator granted
thisriver:toremainforever
pristineand free,

Wethank you for your un-
derstanding, cooperationand
support.

Signed: Juan Segundo
Alvarado, ExecutiveDirector,
CODDERFU.

Belarmino Vera, Mayor of
Futaleufu,and President of
CODDERFU.

LAY

TAKEOUT RULES

Wecurrently own and op-
erate the Brown Mountain
Beach Campground (BMB) on
Wilson Creek, North Carolina.
Over theyearsthat we have
been herewe have encoun-
tered problemswith some pad-
dlerswho use BVIB asatake-
out for the Wilson Creek Gorge
run.

Wewant boaterstofeel
freeto use our property year-
round; wejust don't want our
rightsas property owners
trampledin the process.
Boaterswho chooseto use
BMB as a takeout should ob-
servethefollowing:

Stop at the officeand pay
$2/car/day. If the officeis
empty, look around, someone
isawaysthere; honk if you
haveto. You can park very
closeto thetake-out (about
100feet). Don't park outside
thegatein theparking areaby
BVB grocery store withthein-
tent of hiking your boat to your

American Whitewater v.luly/August 1994
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£ar.
Do not carry out up the
steps at the beach. Followthe
beach downstream (about 100
feet) dong arock wall and
Jarge rock buildinguntil it be-
eomes asandy drivethat leads
1o the parking area (about 100
ket

No public nudity. If the
wo restroomsat the parking
area are open, usethemto
thange clothes(If you need to
relieve yoursalf pleasecheck
io makesurethewaterison —
ifit's winter, it probably won't
be. If thewater's not on,
please don't usethetoiletd!). If
neither of these are open, use
your car to change.

Thespeed limiton BMB
grounds is5mph.

BMB isNOT apublic facil-

ty. Itisprivateproperty and
our year-round home; 4 gen-
erations of our family pres-
=ntly livehere. Boaterswho
choose to not follow these
rulesneed to take out at one of
heother takeouts: 1/2 mile
upstreamor 314 mile down-
streamat the bridge.

Weredlizethat some
people have a problem with
the &2 usagefee. Think about
it, though; the $2 chargeis
used to offset our not inexpen-
sveliability insurancecosts
for public usage; thisappliesio
everyonewho usesour prop
erty. Infact, the normal
chargeis$2/person; wehave

| madean exceptionfor boaters

— $2/car. Wethinkthisis
quitefair.

An auxiliary gaugehas
been installed within view of
our houseby alocal paddier,
so we can provideto those
who cdl river level readings
approximately closeto what
the gauge on the bridgewould
read. Any helpful comments,
suggestions, questions, or re-
questsfor info on camping
(seasonal),cabins(year-
round), or river level should be
directedto usat 704/758-4257
Spreadtheword.

Thanksfor your coopera-
tion,
Brown MountainBeach
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Olympians Scott Shipley and Eric Jackson Photo by Ed Michael

Wherever you dream to go!

Dagger has the boat to take you there. In Oct '93 Olympians Eric Jackson and Scott Shipley
We added excitement to the paddling world with our canoes  finished 1-2 in the 1993 World Whitewater Rodeo

and kayaks. And with the best-of-the-best working with us, - Championships in Dagger's newest hoat -the Transition.

Dagger keeps pushing the limits on what can be done, further Dagger's canoes and kayaks are designed to truly take you

than anyone dreamed just a few years ago. where you may have only dreamed of going. And to see
Now five time World Champion Jon Lugbill has teamed up ~ Dagger boats in action give us a call or write. Our catalog

with us and created the Cascade...an exciting new C-1. The is free and our new video is only $5.00.

Cascade joins the Vortex- our comfortable and roomy white When you think about everything you love about canoe-

water kayak designed especially for larger paddlers - the ing & kayaking you have to think...

Ocoee-a wh!te water canoe designed with Frankie Hubbard m p,o,‘BOX 1500

and the Caption. m - BhSHBRmMOTNA37748
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Thanks to

Conservation Alliance

Dear Bob,

I want to applaud AWA for |
dl thetime, money and effort
that isputinto protectingand
preservingour rivers. Rich
Bowersisdoinga fantastic job
in keeping our interestsa high
priority nationaly and locally.

| asowanttothank you
for mentioningthe $40,000
grant to AWA from The Con-
servation Alliance. The Con-
servation Alliance members
areoutdoor industry manufac-
turers, retailers, resortsand
publishersthat makeasub-
stantial commitment to protect
and restorethe natural envi-
ronment upon which our exist-
encedepends. | urgedl AWA
membersto support these
memberswith their business.

The ConservationAlliance
has givenover $1.2 Milliondol-
ﬁrsin grantsto projectsal|
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HI-FI stereo 43 Min.
Highlightsof the Upper You
Big Sandy

See all these runs on one tap
HI-FI stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

SURFDOG P

Whitewater Dancer Il
Thisvideo has it all' Underwater

John Creech! HI-FI stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of special interest to clubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP A RIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Get into The Grand Canyon.
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money order
for $1 9.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022, 203/693-8750

over theworld. Somed those
projectsinvolved thefollowing
rivers. Payette, Tatshenshini,
Tuolomne, Clavey, Colorado,
Snake, Trinity, American, Bio

| Bio, Smith, Virgin River Basin,

Wid Riversin MonongdaNa
tional Forest, Idaho Rivers
United, and Oregon Rivers
Council.

Keep up the good work,

BdindaSanda

President, The Conserva-
tionAlliance

Editor's Note - The mem-
bers of the Conservation Alli-
anceare:

Adventure 16, Inc.
AlpineAire Quality Foods
Backpacker Magazine
Backpacker's Pantry, Inc.
Browning
BurlingtonIndustries
Campmor, InC.

Columbia Sportswear Co.
ConsoltexInc.

Eagle Creek Travel Gear

Presents

rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hot wave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by World
Famous Fiddle Master Papa

See the big drops and an

gh, Gauley, Russell Fork and

e, with hot tunes.

RODUCTIONS

Grabber International

Gregory Mountain Prod-
ucts

Hoechst Celanese Corp.

Johnson Camping/JWA

Kelty Pack, Inc.

Kenyon Consumer Prod-
ucts

Kirwin Communications

Lowe Alpine Systems

LowePro Camera Bags

Malden MillsIndustries,
Inc.

Mountain Safety Research

Nike, Inc.

Orage Sportswear,
Canada

Outdoor Retailer

Outside Magazine

Patagonia, Inc.

Perception, Inc.

Recreational Equipment,
Inc.

Reebok International Ltd.

Rennie Publications Inc.

Sorensen’s Resort

Spiker Communications

Sporting Goods Mfrs.
Assoc.

Squwincher, The Activity
Drink

Teva port Sandals

The North Face

The Timberland Company

Thor-Lo Sock Company

Vasque

Walrus, Inc.

W. L. Gore & Associates,
Inc.

Yakima Products

YKK (USA), Inc.

BEMOANS RIVER

EXPLOITATION

Dear Editor:

Inresponseto Charley
Friddell's | etter in the March/
April

issue:

Whilel do not entirely
agreewiththe militant tone of
Chuck Massey'’s criticismof
raftingcompanies, | believe
that hisanalysisadf theimpact
of raft overuse of riversiscom-
pletely correct.

Charley, you can call me
elitist or self-righteous,but |
am certainly apreservationist.
| am thankful that riverssuch
asthe New, Gauley, and
Chattoogahave been spared

American Whitewater v July/August 1994
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destructionfromfurther hu-
men development. What
makesthese placesuniqueand
worthsavingistheir inaccessi-
bility. Theintegrity and
unspoiledqudity of thesere-
sourcesmust be our first prior-
ity, not accessibility for the eld-
erly, the handicapped, or any-
onefor that matter.

Whilewild riversshould
nat, in principle, be the exclu-
sve playgroundsdf skilled
boaters,in some casesthat
cannot be changed unlesswe
irrevocably alter what makes
thoseriverswild.

Whét | resent isthe over
commercializationd thesere-
sourcesfor profitat theex-
pensed wilderness. While
many rafting companiesand
guidesstill adheretotheethic
that their use (and exploita-
tion) of riversmust conformto
ahedlthy respect of theriver
environmentand ashared ex-
periencewith others, increas-
ingly someaf these outfits
seem to view whitewater asa
commodity alone.

Onthe New Gauley,
Ocoee, and even such seasonal
runs asthe Nolichucky,as
long asthe regulationsarelax,

[ raft companieswill cramonas

much rubber as possiblein

L_search of ahigher bottom line,
| resultinginwhat Chuck

- Massey so aptly described as
|_an amusement park, not wil-

| derness.

For years, the Forest Ser-
vicehasinstitutedasensible
regulatory policy on theincom-
parable Chattooga, limiting
both the number of rafting
companiesand thesue o pri-

i-vateboatinggroups. That

| policy- along with fluctuating
|~ water flowsand accessincon-
-venienceposed by atwo-mile

| lake paddleto thetakeout-re-
| sultsin ageneral lack of con-

- gestion compared to other

| _popular runs. Eventhisex-

[ ampledf a balanced regulatory
- approach has been threatened
. by schemesto build roadsinto
- thewild river

- corridor(supported by, it was
I_rumored, the corporaterafting
|~ entities),and by some opposi-
i-tion tothe group-size limita
|_tion (mainly from the leader of

I avery large paddling club).

Yet thispolicy remains,in
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my opinion, onethat best pre-
servesthe Chattoogawilder-
nesswhilebeingfair tothe
many paddlers, rafters, fisher-
men, and hikerswho wishto
enjoyit. Why can'tasimilar
principlebe appliedto other
popular wild riversin the East?
I know the Gauley isnot
the Chattooga. | redizethat
rafting's popularity is helping
tosaveriversfromthe hydro
monster, and that it brings
much-needed revenueto de-
pressedareas. Al | and others
wholoveriversare asking for
are reasonablelimits, estab-
lished ina democraticfashion
by representativesfrom all
groupsconcerned. | calthis
responsibility,not self-righ-
teousness. | believeit isthe
most "defensiblepostion.”

Sincerdly,

MikeWeiss
Matthews, NC

CHANGE FOR THE
WORSE

Dear Editor.

For thosethat have
paddled more boatsand years
thancan be kept straight, itis
easy to acknowledgean explo-
sionin boththeindustry that
supportsand exploitsthesport
and theswellsof want-a-be's
(oodlesaof which havefar ex-
ceeded my skill and nerve).
The seasona number of com-
mercia tripsrunisoverwhelm-
ing on western adventuresand
thedemandfor privatepermits
and outrageouswait for same
hasbecomeajoke. During
dry summersthefrequently
visited Ocoee, and other such
rivers,becomea paradeof
commercialismand
privateerismas parking, camp
ing, and sanitary facilitiesare
overwhelmed. Private classes
and clinicscontinuein over-
load modeand most clubs
swell their rollsand coffersby
promoting the sport, recruiting
novicesand attemptingto
teachthe basicsaof thesport
for thecause of river safety.

Contraryin part to Dave

Garrety's July/Aug | etter,
whitewater boating has be-
comeasport for the masses-
whetherit should be or not.
Enthusi astshave madeit so by
sharingwt h othersthethrills
and/or seeking careersin what
they loved the most by devel-
oping boats, trips, and equip-
ment; producing, and selling
thesame. By promotingthe
sport and itspromised adven-
ture nonprofit clubsand for
profit companiesand individu-
a s are undeniably exploiting
waterwaysin avery contempo-
rary fashion. Howth's new
form o waterway exploitation
isdealt with isthe actual issue.
Isthis what accessredlyis
about? | don't know, itsa
wordw th broad and varied
implications.

Asmillionsdf rafters,
inflatables,and hard boaters
lay Segetostreamsthat once
satisfied afew boater's needs
of escape, adventure, and
nature'sglory wefret aspms
experiencequality declines.

Whitewater interestsseek and
need power asalobby through
membershipand donations
just likerival special interest
groupspoundingthe pulpitin
their own desiretobeavoice
heard aboveal| others con-
cerningthe cause. But as pub-
licinterestincreases,soto has
(exponentiallyso) the pressure
onriversand streams. Access
can only come moreand in-
creasingly sointo question un-
der the pressof demand and
encroachmentof the masses.
Thesad truth, thingsmay
never returnto what wason
the Y ough, the Ocoeg, in the
Grand Canyon, or on any small
creek besieged by boatersafter
aheavyran. Inthecaseof
steep creeks, resentment will
increaseas hospitalityisex-
ploitedand toleranceis
stretched by agrowing parade
of boatersracingdownthe
landowner's county roads,
parking dong their ditches, re-
lievingthemselvesintheir
fields, climbingtheir fences, al

without timefor athank you

(Tm guilty).

(g,harlPi/)er bridgesrdi-
giousdevotion to keepingthe
fatality tally issureto keep him
busierincoming years. Grezat,
and not so great, deedsof the
daring levitatesan adventurer's
esteem (guilty too). Butinflat-
ing, inflated volumesof egos
will provideinflated tolls
(study your gtatistics). More
accidentswiillincreaseliability
concerns further affectingis
sues of access. Therecent
deathson the Nantahala at an
industry pioneer'sback-door
aretragicremindersof the
marketing, hype, and access
that has permeated that entire
gorgethat wasonceconsid-
ered aintermediate'straining
areaand isnow, sadly so, over-
whelmed with novices, rentals,
andirony.

Despitedl| it's concerns
thi s sport hasbegunto treat
whitewater with the respect of
amusement park rides, draw-
ing massesthat wait endlessly

Wilderness hayvak- Expeditions
Fly:Tias and Dy Trips

Eall Sapparied Trips

907-349-4588

Herlals, Insiraclbm

3732EncoreCircle

GinosAlaska

Specializing in canoe instruction and guided
canoe tripson Interior Alaska River

Box 81750, Fairbanks, AK 99708

(907) 479-5183 J

N

HS](E

Paddle With A!ﬂs# .1: Besf |
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inlinetosurf, ender, or just
putin. Orderly rulesarein-
tended to diminish anarchy
seeninincreasingfrequency
onour moreaccessible (that
word again) and desirable
white-waterways. And right-
fully so, commercia outfitters
should establishlimitsinthe
quantity of no-brainer rides
soldinfavor of the portionof
the publicthat expendstime,
money, and effort to explore
the personal development pro-
vided by personal boating
(veh, right). Likewiseclub
clinicsshould exercisere-
straint and | et students migrate
to them for training rathert han
undertakingaggressiverecruit-
ing to boost membershipand
treasurys (yeh, right again).
Thepolicy o not printing club
trip schedulesof one south-
eastern group makes much
senseif youthi rk about it.

Unlimitedaccess hasd-
ready become miserablein
sometimesand places because
o the burgeoningdemandis
not acknowledged and dealt
with. Thefocusof proponents
of accessshould betheimpos-
sibletask of establishingredis- -
ticlimitsto exploitationby
commercial operationswhile
enhancingthe boating experi-
enceof theindividual boater
even at other boater's inconve-
nienceif necessary and, of
course, appeasinglandowner's
o their concerns. Atsomede-
finablepoint commercia and
privateinterestsdivergeon the
issue of accessand the private
sector will suffer most as pub-
lic participation continuesto
increaseand the money flows.
Likeal | thingshumans obsess
on, destruction or irreversible
changefallow.

Theriver experience, asit
hasbeen known, i sin jeopardy
when oneiselbow to elbow
with stressed and hostileboat-
ers, dodgingerratically con-
trolled raftsguided by indiffer-
ent summer workers. Even
further up the watershed
where commercid organiza
tionscan only dream of pre-
dictableflows, many timesthe
experienceistarnished by full
eddiesand paddlesclashing
both up and down stream. No
longer can aboat beleft un-
guarded on shuttle car racksor

| equipmentin the busheswhile

hitchingaridefor risk of end-
ingupinafleamarket. Asev-
ery motorcyclistonceac-
knowledged one another with
araised hand, boaterspassing
on the highway increasingly
view other boaterswith the
samedecreasing affectionsas
groups polarize. The popular-
ity and the potential of profes-
sionalism in rodeoisgrowing,
yet many good boatersare
dienated admirers. Thehole
hawging numbersand manners
of thosethat dedicatehours
and hoursdf practicemanage
topiss off their fellow paddlers
with the same dedication.
Natura talent and sweet holes
are scarce, aspirationsdo not
seemtobe.

Theearly romancedf boat-
ing seemsto be surfingan ex-
ploding wave. Soiled, like
many other treasures, by those
that loved and wouldloveit.
Thesport and the equipmentis
maturing, opportunitiesfor an
entrepreneur are on the de-

Almaka's Guides 1o Alssdks"s Rivers

For information call #07-T45-5753 or Fax ™7- T45-5784
P31, Box 1139 Chickaloon, AK #9674

Running ouwt of Space and Waler? E
W have 7 day itineraries on soime of Alaska's best.
Trips for intermedisfe, sdvanced and expert

cline andsoismuch of the
sport's attractionto many who
founditinitsrelativeyouth.
I'vereaditinletters printedin
these pages. A timeisinevi-
tablefor bureaucratsto argue
detailsdf paddling'sfutureand
thestrengthof commercehas
theirear. Wha doyouth rk
they will do with it? Oh, and
Dave,it's not elitism you suf-
fer,itsalongingfor what was.

Matt McCloud
Knoxville TN

UGLY AMERICANS?

TO: TheEditorsand Mr. Art
Vaughn

| writein responseto Art
Vaughn'sarticleon Honduras
Rio Cangrejd. | havespent
part o the past threewinters
in Hondurasand have had the
pleasure of seeingsomed its
new national parksaswell as

MUY A
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LETTERS

thethrill of kayaking both of
theriversmentionedin Mr.
Vaughn'sarticle. | think he
certainly did justiceto theriv-
ers, itishistreatment of the
Honduransthat concernsme.

Thevignettesd lifein
Honduras, the “porters” at the
airport, thelitter on the beach,
the"squat rocks" on the banks
of thelower river,the bathers
and "laundry women" usingthe
river for their daily chores; al |
of these glimpsesaf lifeamong
the poorest peoplein Centra
America, are presentedwith a
certain chauvinismthat seems
based onignoranceand disre-
spect.

Thosechildrenat theair-
port aretrying to carry your

| bagsfor afew centsbecause
| their parentsonly maketwo

dollarsaday breaking their
backsto put cheap bananasin
your oatmeal back in Cleve-
land. The"laundry women"
wash clothesand the people
bathein theriver because, like
two-thirdsof our human fam-
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ily, they have no runningwater |
intheir homes. Theyrelieve
themsdlvesintotheriver, just
asyoudid Mr. Vaughn. There
isnosewagetreatmentinLa
Ceba, soyoutoowerefouling
theriver, only you didit indi-
rectly fromthe comfort of your
sanitizedhotel bathroom,
"with a hot shower, soothing
surf soundsand air condition-
ing."

You shrug off what amore
sensitiveeyecould justifiably
seeaspitiful human circum-
stance. Yaulabel it "thereali-
tiesof the Third World", as
though thisissomehow exotic,
when actudlyitisthesituation
of themgjority of theworld's
people. You wax on about
eachrock, eddy, and rapid on
theriver but you don't give
equal treatmenttothelivesof
the peoplewholiveaongits
banks. | think it isbetter that
you leavethem out of your
storyif you areunwillingtodo
moret han usethem astwo di-

mensiond colorfor your ar-
ticle.

| encourage American
Whitewater Affiliationto edit
the material they print about

internationa "adventures'ina |

manner that caststhe citizens
of other countriesinamore
holistic, historical and humane
light. Leave out the shallowvi-
gnetteswhichonly serveto
perpetuatethe skewed view of
the human conditionwhichis
<0 common among uswhite,
upper-and-middle-classpad-
dlers.

| includemysdf among
thosewho are, largely by
choice, unconsciousd the ef-
fect our affluencehasonthe
livesof others. | think we
shouldlive our consumptive,
fantasy lifestyleswithoutst ep-
ping onthosewho will never
havethe sameluxuries.

With Regards,

Jeff King
Bozamn, Montana

S

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat

RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestyle winner
Still made using tough cross-linked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamousGlider,

Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customers throughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packed catalog and dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444

Servingthe
paddling sports

rsteal. And | think itisonly
fair that we tdl our readers
that there may be untreated
humanwasteintheriversin
which they will be boating,
sincethey could contract
hepatitis Of dysentary from
thewater.

EDITORSREPLY-

Thanksfor your thought-
ful letter. Whilel certainly
respect your sensitivity to-
wardsthoseliving in Third
World rations, | think you

arebeing a bit harshonMr. We can not ignore or
vaughn and American deny the harsh realitiescf
We sympathize with the life In Third World nations

just because they makeus
sad.

Bob Gedekoh

plight o the impoverished
peopled Honduras, but
American Whitewater i Snot
a human rights magazine.
Our prinicipal goa istoen
tertain and inform our read-
ers, who are, for better or
worse, recreational boaters.
Somed our readers may
be considering a boating trip
toHonduras. | think that it
i sonly fair that we should
war nthem about the child
'porters’ at theairport. Other
boaterswho have traveled to
Hondurashave told methat
these children can bever-
bally abusive and sometimes

™

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CAMOES = HAYAKS
,  RAPIDS « LAKES « DCEANS

nce 1969

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Deolers: Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

W LDMTERDES GN\S

230PENLLYN PIKE.PENLLYN.PA 19422
215-646-5034
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--the first SELF-BAILING
all inflatable cataraf]

NOHARD PARTS!

First made for video boats on the Tully River
in Australiain 1986, the SHREDDER has
been built and & power-tested ever since. A |
great way for an experienced river runner tg
introduce a novice to GOOD water! They are
stable yet responsive in big H,O & fastin fiat- |
water. Two experienced paddlers can stretch i} ; - _
their limits...hole punching and R E I
fing! = AR

We are committed to
the premise that "heavy
duty" does not mean

SHREDDER rolls
up into a compact
| 18" x 28"l The cross

tubes & raised floor
eliminate the need for
a bulky frame. Have
been used as guide
boats on raft & ducky
trips...made entirely in
Pennsylvania......98%
domestic content!

STANDARD FEATURES.....
** floor *s D-rings *s rope

splash screen == foot stirrups Airtight Inflatables
SHREDDERS + RAFTS
STANDARD MODEL SPECS..... MATERIALS + ACCESSORIES
* length = 124"« color = black - 8668
* width = 58" * weight = 35 - 54 Ibs 412 - 329 86547:1

. . i le, Pa 1
* tube diameters available = 185", 20", 21~ Box 36 Ohiopy

 neoprene/nylon

ASK FOR TONY
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Anita Adams
Star Route 1, Box 46
Edmond, WV 25837

Ric Alesch
14262 West Warren Place
Lakewood, CO 80228

BlIl Baker
2953 Birch Street
Denver, CO 80207

Pope Barrow
136 13th Street SE
Washington,DC 20003

Lee Belknap
1308 Maryland Avenue
Glen Ellen, VA 23060

Risa Shimoda Callaway
P.0. Box 375
Denver, NC 28037

Tom Christopher
931 Union Street Rear
Leominster, MA 01453

Bob Gedekoh
Box 228, RD 4
Elizabeth, PA 15037

Susan Gentry
52 Albemarle Place #16
Asheville, NC 28801

DIRECTORS .. N

Bob Glanville
66 Deer Run
Glenwood, NY 14069

Jee Greiner
404 Stacy Street
Raleigh, NC 27607

Bill Hildreth
78 Beechwood Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Lars Holbek
Box 63
Cotoma, CA 95613

diana Holloran

Route 1, Box 90
Fairview Mountain Road
Reliance, TN 37369

Joe Pulliam
P.0. Box 1500
Harriman, TN 37748

Jim Scott
3715 Jocelyn Street NW
Washington, DC 20015

Pete Skinner
Box 272, Snyder Road
West Sand Lake, NY 12196

Ron Stewart
PO. Box 1337
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Mac Thornton
228-1/2 12th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Barry Tuscano
RD 1, Box 32
Bolivar, PA 15923

Charlie Walbridge #
230 Penllyn Pike
Penllyn, PA 19422

AWA OFFICERS
President: Risa Shimoda Callawav

Vice President: Rick Alesch
Secretary: Charlie Walbridge I
Treasurer: Jim Scott

Phyllis B. Horowitz, Executive Director
P.0. Box 85

Phoenicia, NY 12464

(914) 688-5569

Rich Bowers, Conservation Program Directa
Richard Hoffman, Access Program Director
8630 Fenton Street, Suite 910,

ﬁ

WEST VIRGINIA'S MOST

-SOMPLETE PADDLING SHOP |

Located in the Heart of the
New & Gauley Rivers

Products from: Perception, Wilderness
Systems, Silver Creek, Harmony,
Patagonia, Stohlquist, Rapidstyle,
Extrasport, North Face, Teva, Alps,
Nike, Birkenstock, AND MORE!

NEW and GAULEY GORGES

NORTH AMERICAN
RIVER RUNNERS, INC

0 n U.S."Route 60, ¥4 Mile
Eastof U.S. 19 Intersectio

Silver Spring, MD 20910
Phone (301) 589-9453 Fax (301) 589-6121

LETTERS

Mare Open Canoe

Stories, Please!

Dear Editor,

1-800-950-2585

I would liketo seemore
articleson open canoeingin
your magazine. We havealot
of whitewater open boatersin
Maryland,so don't forget us.

Thanks,
Dean Gleis

Editor'sReply

Your wishismy com-
mand!

Check out the story by
TomMeCloud about open
boating the Bruneaw inthis
issue.

Wewould like to publish
mor e open boat stories, more
storiesabout interesting class
II-Ivriversand seven some
"cutting edge" rafting stories,
but werarely receiveany for
consideration. We recognize
that most df our membersare
not classV+ hair boaters, and

wewould love to publish
somearticlesthat meet their
needs.

So...don't be shy...check
our writers guidelinesand
show us your stuff.

We inadvertently failed to
thank JandleHill of Boise,
Idahofor the snowpack infor -
mation published in our last
issue. Thanks Jandle. (We
haveto benicetoJandle
weretryingto con her into
writing an artideabout some
classII-IV riversin Idaho.)

——American Whitewater v July/August 1994
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PURPOSE......

The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our misson iIst® conserve
Ameicaswhitewater resour ces
and to enhance opportunitiesto
safdy enjoy them.

The American Whitewater
Affiliation (AWA) isanational
organization with a membership
of over 3000 individual
whitewater boating enthusasts
and mare than 100 local
paddling dub affiliates.

EDUCATION: Through publication of
the magazine, American Whitewater, and
by other means, the AWA providesinfor-
mationand education about whitewater
rivers, boating safety, technique,and
equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintainsa
complete nationa inventory of whitewater
rivers, monitorsthreatsto thoserivers,
publishesinformationon river conserva
tion, providestechnical advicetolocal
groups, workswith government agencies,
and —when necessary — takeslegd ac-
tionto prevent river abuse.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsand festivalsto raise
fundsfor river conservation,including the
Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Tennessee
and the annual Gauley River Fegtiva in
West Virginia, thelargest gathering of
whitewater boatersin the nation.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safety, publishesreportson whitewater
accidents,and maintainsboth a uniform
national ranking systemfor whitewater
rivers(the International Scale of
Whitewater Difficulty) aswel asan inter-
nationally recognized whitewater safety
code.

RIVER ACCESS: Toassure publicac-
cessto whitewater riversAWA arranges
for river access through privatelands by
negotiationor purchase, seeksto protect
theright of publicpassageondl rivers
and streams navigableby kayak or canoe,
and resists unjustified restrictionson gov-
ernment-managedwhitewater rivers.

AWA wasincorporatedunder Nissouri
non-profit corporation lawsin 1961 and
maintainsitsprincipal mailing addressat
PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464. The
phone number is914-688-56569. AWA istax
exempt under section501(c)(3) of theln-
ternal Revenue Coce.

l!llll-llll-l-l-lll-ll.ll-lllllI'IllllilIllllI.III‘IIIIIIIIIIII-IIIII-

river

Name

Don't be sticky...
Let $20 find ahole in your pocket 5

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. You can help. Your $20 member-
ship fee is funneled directly into our effective
conservation actions.
member receives a bi-monthly subscription
fo American Whitewater..
professional whitewater magazine in the world!

Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes | want to jointhe AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductible
contribution of $20.00 ($25 Canada, $30 overseas) to help conserve our whitewater resources and promote river safety.

Plus--every -,

.the best semi-

Address

EnH'm

AWA membership dues.....................
WDP contribution...........ccooveeeeenenn.
Tota aMOUNt ...ceveveririaninsneresrsereaenees

Alail iy AWA
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0, Box 85, Phoenicia,

MNY 12464

I would like to make an additional contribution to AWA’s Whitewater Defense Project asindicated below.

I would beinterested in working asan AWA volunteer.




QUEBEC MAY MOVE AWAY

FROM HYDRO

by Pope Barrow

Accordingto arecent re-
portin Wi d Energy Weekly,
theworld'smost ardent hydro-
electricpower devel oper, the
Canadian Province of Quebec,
may be having second
thoughtsabout itsaggressive
hydropower campaign. Wind
Energy Weskly isajourna
published by the American
Wind Energy Associationin
Washington, D.C.

Quebec Natural Resources
Minister Christos Sirrossaid in
aMarch 21 addressthat
Quebec's giant government
utility, Hydro-Quebec, should
turnaway from the province's
dwindlingsupply of untapped
riversand focus on devel oping
itswindpower potential in-
stead

Sirros noted that problems
associatedwith large-scalehy-
dro development are continu-
ingto grow, whilethe costs of
wind energy arefdling.

Widpower, he added,can
beintegratedwiththe

province's large hydro capacity
to maximize its productivity,
dlowingthe postponement of
further hydro projects. When
thewindisblowing, Sirros
said, hydro generatorscan be
turned off and water can be
stored behind the damsfor
later use.

Sirrosand other speakersa
the conferencegenerally en-
dorsed the concept of amajor
shiftin Hydro-Quebec’s expan-
sionstrategy. "It'snolonger re-
alistic to believewe can base
our decisionssolely on eco-
nomic calculations," hesaid
""Social, environmental and
economicfactorsall must be
anadyzed at thesametime."

Gerald Larose, president of
the Confederationof National
TradeUnions, a so backedin-
tegrated resource planning,
sayingthat increased energy
efficiency and renewableen-
ergy development would pro-
vide morestabl e employment
t han hydro megaprojects.li

PRESSURE MOUNTS ON
CHILEAN RIVERS

by Pope Barrow

Shocking news camefrom Chile through cyberspaceearlier
thi s year. Internet e-mail messageslit up computersthroughout
the USand Europewiththedisturbing revelationof aplanto dam

Chile'sfamed Futaleaufu River.

USboaters connectedto Chris Speliusthrough on-lineelec-
tronicmail wereamongthefirst to hear the announcement.
Speliusisan American kayak instructor and trip leader wholives

in Chileduring winter months. He maintainsa whitewater outpost

onthe banksof the Futaleaufuand isconnectedto therest o the
worldthrougha portablecomputer which he attachesto a pay
phonein thetown of Futaleaufu, onedf thefew phonesinthis re-

mote regionaof theworld.

Boatersfamiliar with Chile's amazing whitewater riversfeared
that last year's devastating news regardingtheloss of the Bio Bio
River may only be the beginningof theend for Chilésrivers. The
Futaleaufu, a fabul ously beautiful Patagonian river,isnow under
siegefrom thesame giganticel ectric company, Endesa, and from
two utilitiescompeting with Endesafor the right to dam theriver.

Thelossdf the Futaleaufuwould be an environmental calamity
at least equal in magnitudeto the destructionof the Bio Bio.

In asurprisemovewhichlandownersand environmentalists
discovered only at thelast minute, Endesaand two other compa-
niesfiled official papersearlier thisyear totransferto the com-
pany of dl water rightsnecessary to build a huge hydroelectric
generatingstation on the Futal eaufu. The whitewater and scenic
resources,aswell asthe entire ecology of the river and water-
shed, would beirretrievably destroyed by the proposed project.

Alocal landowner group wasquickly formedto respondto the
threat. Thegroupiscalled the Committeefor the Advanceand De
fenseof the Futaleaufu and its Ecosystem. They retained re-
nowned Chilean environmental lawyer, Fernando Dougnac, to
represent them. Dougnacimmediatelyfiled a competing request
for thewater rights. Theissueisnow pendingin the Water Minis-
try and will be decided by the Chilean President.

The Futaleaufuis, without question,one of theworld'stop ten
whitewater rivers. Boatersthroughout the world have been dis-
mayed torealizethat it could be permanently destroyed. Awe-
some world famouswhitewater, however, will not be enoughto
saveth's river from destruction. Any company powerful enough
to destroy the Bio Biowill be aformidableadversary.

Despitethe power of Endesa, prospectsfor savingthe
Futaleaufuar e not completely bleak. The key to protectingthe Fu
wiill bethe ability of local groups, landownersand environmental-
ists, to organizeeffectively and exert palitical pressureon the gov-
ernment. Thi s kind of political oppositionwithin Chile never ma:
terializedin the case o the Bio Bio. But that disaster may haveig-
nited resi stanceto large hydropower damsthroughout a wide
spectrumadf the Chilean populace.

Locd landownersinthe valey throughwhich the Futaleaufu
flowsare organized and seem determined to defend their land and
to protect the river — and they got a much earlier start than did
the advocatesworking to stop the Pangue Project on the Bio Bio.

Meanwhilein Washington, D.C., U.S.-based environmental
groupshavelaunched andl out attack ontheinternational lend-
ing agencies responsiblefor alowingthe Bio Bio project,and
similar international lending catastrophes, t0 proceed.

A codlitionof morethan-35 groups attacked the World Bank
and IMF for hurtingthe world's poor and destroyingthe environ-
ment. They urged the United Statesto stop funding theseorgani-
zations.

In a newsrelease announcing the start of their campaign, the
coalitional so accused the World Bank and the I nternational Mor+
etary Fund of blocking sustai nabl eeconomic growthin develop-
ing countries.

"Billionsdf dollarsare beingspent on projectswhichare hurt-
ing the peoplethey are supposed to help,” said Jim Barnes, adi-
rector at the Friendsof the Earth.

Thecoalition, which includesenvironment, religious, |abor and
student organi zations,urged Congressto opposeadditional fund-
ing for both the Bank and the IMF' until thev makesignificant
changes in their way of doing business.

The Clintonadministrationisseeking Congressiona approval
for a$23.3million contributionto the World Bank and a$100 mil-
lion donationto theIMF’'s Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facil-
ity (ESAF) set upto helptheworld's poor.

World Bank and IMF officials attempted to defend their organi-
zationsagaing the codlition's attack, arguing that their policies
are necessary toimproveliving standardsin the developingworld.

Anyonewishingto helpin thefight to savethe Futaleaufu
should call TamaraRobbins at 704-488- 9082. Fundsare desper-
ately needed to pay |egal expensesand continue political organiz-
ing. &
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Support Needed for New
River Conservation Bill

CongressmanBill Richardsonof New Mexico hasintroduced
anew river conservationbill that deservesthesupport of all river
advocates.

The Congressmanislooking for endorsementsfrom groups
and individualsaround the nation. If enough support isdemon-
strated inthemail, hewill pushfor hearingsand, ultimately, en-
actment asa Federal law.

Itisnow uptoriver advocateseverywheretotell Congress-
man Richardsonthat wewant to seethi s hill enacted. Youor
your club or organization can help by sendingaletter of support
inyour ownwords or by usingthefollowingsample. Pleasedo so
NOW ! Your letter WLL makea difference.l

[Sampleletter in support of H.R.4213]

Hon. Bill Richardson

U.S. House of Representatives

2349 RHOB, U.S. House o Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Richardson;

Our organizatiorn. would like to register our support for
H.R 4213, thebill that you recentlyintroduced entitled the
“River and Water shed Protection Act.”

If enacted, H.R.4213would provide new and potentially
powerful river conservation toolsat a timewhen they are
sorely needed.

It has become increasingly clear that existing river conser-
vation techniques are not adequateto preserveand restore
America'sthreatened riverine ecosystems. Thistask will re-
quire new ideas and new approaches such as those contained
in your legislation.

The biological health o riverine ecosystemsisdeclinein
almost every watershed inthenation. Evidenceisgrowing
that the ecological balance within many river systemsisnear-
ing a state of total collapse. Thesetrendswerehighlighted in
testimony before Congressin 1993, in a 1993 study by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, inthe study published by the Pa-
cific RiversCouncil inearly 1994 entitled "Entering theWa-
tershed," and inthereport (“The Big Kill") released by the
Environmental DefenseFund inthe spring o 1994.

Existing laws, including the CleanWater Act, the Endan-
gered FeciesAct, and the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act cannot alone adequately addressthe precipitousdecline
inthe biological health of our nation’s waterways.

Many local communities want to protect and restoretheir
waterways. These communities also see full employment and
Federal money coming into thelocality as desirable objec-
tives. The combination in your bill o financial incentives, lo-
cal empowerment and local responsibility, guided by
nonpolitical scientific principlesisa flexible, realistic, and
potentially petwerful new approachto an environmental
problemthat continues to resist the dd system of “command
and control."

We applaud you for drafting thislegislationand hopethat
you can secureits enactment inthenear future.

Sncerely

CONSERVATION

UPPER YOUGH UPDATE

by Pope Barrow

On April 5, the Maryland Department of Natural Resourcesis
sued thelong-awaitedfinal permitfor the Degp Creek Project on
Maryland'sUpper Y oughiogheny River. The permit took effect
immediatelyand will remainin effect until the year 2006 (12
years). Despite continued efforts by the American Whitewater Af-
filiation (AWA) to get problemsin the permit fixed prior tofinal
issuance, the result was decidedly a mixed bag.

Inresponseto acomprehesivecritiqued the proposed permit
submitted by AWA to a State hearing officer, Penel ec made nu-
merousadj ustmentsto reducethe damageto whitewater oppor-
tunities. On the other hand, State fisheriesadvocatesadamantly
refused to budgeaninchfromtheir positionthat fish comefirg,
no matter what the cost in terms of |ost whitewater.

AWA filed an appeal of the new permit and asked for astay of
akey provision expectedto be especialy damagingto
whitewater. All outfittersrumni ng commercial tripson the Upper
Yough joined in the appeal .

Pendec Offers | mprovements

Despitethe continuinganxiety among boatersabout one key
provision, thefinal permit isa bigimprovementover earlierver-
sions. Many featuresd the proposed permit were changed.

Theimprovementsare duelargdly to theflexibleattitude
shown by the Penelec Company during last inning negotiations
just prior tofinal permitissuance. Creditisasoduetothe persis-
tent effortsof AWA consultant Steve Taylor, and outfitter repre-
sentative, Dave Bassage. Taylor and Bassage teamed up to press
the casefor whitewater with Maryland DNR permit officids.

Accordingto Taylor, however, DNR officidsinitidly handling
the case" seemed to be completely obliviousto the vital impor-
tancedf the Yough to the whitewater community and tothe
economy of Friendsville.” Taylor noted that "'the cast of charac-
ters working onthi s project at DNR hascontinual ly changed over
the past two years. Thegroup now handlingt hi ngs [KenMiller's
staff] seemsto havea much better understanding of the effectsof
the permit on affected recreational resources.”

Earlier VersonsHad Mare Damaging Featur es
Earlier versonsd the permit contained severa featuresthat
would haveradicaly reduced the availability of water for
whitewater use. The season would have been shorter (mid May
through mid September). Spring lakefilling scheduleswould have
nearly wiped out spring rel eases. Someflowswould only be 2
hoursin lengthand somewould not usefull flowsfromthetur-
bines, eveninlow water. No provisionwas madefor reliable
Monday releasesor for the Upper Yough race. Weekday flows
during Gauley season in September and October would al so have
disappeared. Minimum fishery flowsand special experimental
cooling flowswould have reduced the water availablefor
whitewater during hot dry periods.
The cooling flows were especially troublesome. These were intended
to refrigeratetrout upstream of Sang Run, but the plan was so vague
that it was impossible to tell how deeply they would cut into the
amount of water available for normal power generation (and
whitewater) in low flow summer months.

AWA Proteststhe Proposad Permit

In commentsfiled latelast year after publicationaf the pro-
posed permit, AWA objectedtotheinclusionof virtually al of the

AmericanWhitewater v July/August 1994
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CONSERVATION

damagingfeaturesdescribedabove. (No objectionwas made to minimum fishery flows.)

Mo of the problemsthat the permit created for boaters resulted from misunder-
standingsat DNR and Penel ec about the effect of the permit on whitewater. The misun-
derstandingsarosefromtherefusal of Stateofficiasto engagein meaningful consulta-
tion withwhitewater boati ng representatives, and fromtheir failureto encourage
Penelecto work thingsout with the whitewater community.

AWA and the outfittersrequested that DNR official smake revisionsin the permitto
reduce the massivedamage the permit would do to whitewater use of the Upper Y ough.

Key Changes Negotiated

Fortunately, beforeissuanced the final permit, Penel ecoffered boatersa package
very important changes. Penel ec agreed to lengthen the season by a month on both ends
30 that the season will extend from mid April to mid October. The company a so agreed
to changethe protocol (known asthe"ruleband") that governslakeinflowsand out-
flowsto increasegenerationin April and May, to providegreater rdiability for Monday
rel eases, to extend all whitewater rel easesto 3 hours, to generate at maximumdischarge
levelsduringlow water, to makewater availableannually for an August Upper Yough
racerelease, and to provideweekday rel easesduring Gauley season.
Permit writers at DNR also agreed to insert a provision to allow for annual review of operations.

FisheriesAdvocates Refuse to Compromise

Unfortunately, fisheriesadvocatesin Maryland DNR were muchlessflexiblethan
Penelec. They adamantly refused to budge an inch on the coolingflows, and even ceased
studyingtheissue.

Asaconsequenced thefishery advocates intransigence, AWA hasbeenforcedto
preparefor asustained bout of litigation to get the "temperatureenhancement™ mess
straightened out. In preparation for an expectedlong and bloody lawsuit, ANA retained
top flight Annapolislawyer, Dave Plott to arguethe whitewater case.

Daveimmediately Ned arequest for astay of thefish coolingflow provisonsto-
gether withareguest for an adjudicatory hearingto explorethejustificationgivenfor
these provisionsby Statefisheriesadvocates.

Cold Water for Overheated Fish

Theportion of the permitin dispute, calleda"temperatureenhancement” article, is

an untested effort to improvethe survivability of trout in hot dry periods.

__TheDepartment of Natural Resourcesstocksthousandsaf trout inthe Y oughiogheny
River atseveral locationsdownstream of the Deep Creek project every year. Unfortu-
nately for fisheriesadvocates, these aguatic alienshave not been doingtoowdl inthe
warmwatersof the Upper Y ough. Stocked trout have not found the shallow wideriver
bed upstreamdf Sang Run much to their liking. Infact, they have been bailing to death
intheinhospitablewatersadf the Upper Yough.

Theideabehind the temperatureenhancement provisionsof the permitistodumpin
enough cold water into the river at the critical time needed to keep afew trout refriger-
ated and dlive, or at | east diveenoughto be caught by well-heded fishermen. (Some
fishery buffsseem expect hoardsaof wealthy sportsmento flock to the Upper Y ough,
dropping oodlesdf money into the economy of Western Maryland in their hasteto get
trout out of theriver asfast asthe Statecan put themin.)

Accordingto AWA’s consultant, Steve Taylor, the temperatureenhancement provi-
sionisaquestionableexperiment that may or may not have beneficial effectson thefish-
ery, but will almost definitely have substantial (and for outfitters,expensive) adverse
consequencesfor whitewater boatersduring hot dry periods.

Temperature M easur es Reduce Whitewater

Under the old mode of operationd the Deep Creek Project, the company did not re-
leasea minimum flow (other t han minimal leakagefromthedan) and, of course, pro-
vided no cooling flowsfor fishery enhancement. In the pagt, in extremely dry periods,
Penn Elec saved water inthelake and used it for generation— and whitewater.

Thetemperatureenhancement schemebeing promoted by Maryland fisheriesadvo-
cateswiill result in lesswater for whitewater than boatersenjoyedin the past. State offi-
ciashave doneso littleanaysisand planning, however, that no one knows how severe
theseeffectswill ke

Amaican Whiteneter v July/August 1994
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ALABAMA
Alabama Small Boats, Maylene, 800 874-5272

ALASKA
Wild Alaska Rivers, Anchorage, 907 344-9453

ARIZONA
Watersedge, Tucson, 800 999-RAFT

CALIFORNIA
The Boat People, San Jose, 408 258-7971
Long Beach Water Spark, Long Beach, 310 432-0187
Pacific River Supply, El Sobrante, 510 223-3675
Whitewater Outlet, Son Rafael, 415 721-0708

COLORADO
Alpenglow, Golden, 303 277-0133
Colorado Kayak, Buena Vista, 800 535-3565
Four Comers River Spark, Durango, 800 426-7637
Down The River Equip. Co,, Wheat Ridge, 303 467-9489
Phoenix Roh Equipment, Grand Junction, 303 243-4424

IDAHO
Backwoods Mountain Sports, Ketchum, 208 726-8818
Idaho Whitewater Unltd., Meridian, 208 888-3008
Canyon Whitewoter, Idaho Falls, 208 522-3932

Riverwear, Twin Falls, 208 736-8714

River 1, Inc., Challis, 208 879-5300
NorthwestRiver Supplies, Moscow, 800 635-5202

Idaho River Spark, Boise, 208 336-4844

MONTANA
Trailhead, Missoula, 406 543-6966

NEVADA
Sierra Nevada Whitewater, Reno, 702 677-0164

NEW YORK
Wear On Earth, Potsdam, 315 265-3178

OREGON
Cascade Outfitters, Springfield, 800 223-RAFT
Alder Creek Supply, Portland, 503 285-0464

SOUTHCAROLINA
Chattooga Whitewater Shop, Long Creek, 803 647-9083

TEXAS
Canoesport Texas, Inc, Houston, 713 660-7000

WASHINGTON
R.E.I., All Stores, 800 999-4RE|
The River Rat, Tacoma, 206 535-2855
Swiftwater, Seattle, 206 547-3377
Watershed, Redmond, 206 869-6871

WYOMING
Bitter Creek WW Sport, Rock Springs, 307 362-5474

CANADA
Taem Outdoor Outfitter, Calgary, AB, 403 264-6363

NEW BRUNSWICK
Eastern Outdoors, Brunswick, 506 634-1530

THARAND
Phuket Sea Canoe Center, Phuket, 6676-212-172

JOIN THE AIRE FORCE
Support Your Local Dealer

YOU MADE US THE BEST SELLER = THANK YOU
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and seakayaks. Thanks.

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AW, BOISE, IDAHO 83703 (208)344-7506 FAX (800) 701-AIRE
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CONSERVATION

Permit Conflicts\rth Maryland Law

Prospectslook good, according to attorney Dave Plott, for
getting thetemperatureenhancement provisionsdel eted
fromthe permit. Becausethey wereso carelessy putt o-
gether, theprovisionsviolateat | east threefeaturesof Mary-
land law.

Marylandlaw requiresthat "dl appropriateinvestigations'
be made beforea permitisissued. Atthi s point, athorough
investigationhas never been made with respect to the effects
of thetemperatureenhancement provisions.

TheState isalso requiredto "weigh dl respectivepublic
advantagesand disadvantages' beforeissuing a water permit
and to"providethe greatest feasible utili zation of the waters
of the State ... and promotethegeneral welfare." According
to Plott, the dataavailableat thi s point strongly indicatesthat
the permit will flunk ALL of these tetsif contestedin court..

WEre Settt

(el ol Lnldel o L ins Ll N ]
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PO Box 246. Bryson City, NC 28713
Phone/Fax 704/488-6199
WorldwideE-Mail, CompuServe 71604,1240
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ACCESS.....

AWA nnounces New River
Access Coordinator

The AWA is pleased to announcethat Richard Hoffman has
been selected to head up the AWA River AccessProgram. Th s
programisdedicated to protectingand improving boater access
towhitewater riversnationwide.

Richard wassel ected fromafield of approximately 100 appli-
ca s, and willbegin working out of the AWA'’s Conservation/Ac-
cess Office in Sitver Spring, MD, on June 20,1994,

Richardisa graduate of Dartmouth College, withadegreein
Earth Sciencesand afocuson hydrology and geomorphology. He
bringsto the AWA an extensive backgroundin both recreational
and environmental river issues. Richard isa past employeeof the
Nantahala Outdoor Center, Race Director and Presidentof the
Ledyard Canoe Club (NH), and spent | ast summer with the For-
est Service's CoweetaHydrology Lab (NC) researchingthe rda
tionship between forest and river ecosystems.

Richard'srecently compl eted senior honorsthesisfocused on
the distributionand formationof rapidsin rivers,and copieswill
be availmble from the Conservation/Access Officein lateJune.

Look for Richard to begin histenure by first connectingwith
AWA contacts, regiona coordinators,and each of our 100+ affili-
ated clubs. In additionto improving communications, hewill be
establishinga prioritylist of river access problems.

Richard Hoffman- AWA Access Program Coordinator- takes it easy
before beginning official duties

Richard can bereached at (301) 589-9453 on June 20th. If you

havea specific access problem which needsimmediateattention,
give ConservationDirector Rich Bowersa call at thissamenum-
ber.

Land Swap on the Smith

TheMarch/April journal alerted whitewater boatersto a pos-

sible problem affectingthe put-into the Smith River in the Six
RiversNationa Recreation Areain northernCalifornia

Atissuewasthe proposedsale of 59 acres of land which con-

P
7

ALY

The Geeal
Outdoor Adventure Center

itewater”
engers “Inc.

FCR MORE INFORMATION, AK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLINIC FLYER!

CALL US TODAY !

(717) 443-9532

— LEARN WITH THE PROS —

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles,
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

Beginners start on still water, learning
basic skils and paddling techniques.
The second day 5 on easy whitewater.

WHITEWATER CHALLAMGERS GUIDE SCHOOL
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trols both sides of theriver at theonly ac-
cesspointin 30 miles, and withinthe state
of California

The AWA has been working withlocal
Forest Service personnel,Congressman
Hamburg's staff, and othersincluding the
Smith River Alliance, North Coast Environ-
mental Center, and the Sx RiversPaddling
Club to permanently remedyth s situation.
Earlier,the AWA had targetedth s parcel
asa possibleacquisition under our new
River Access Program.

TheForest Service isnow involvedin
alandswap with privatelandownersinthe
Klamath region, and expectsthatth's will
be completed within the next six months.
Throughthi s effort, the Forest Service will
take chargeof approximately 49 acres of
land, with some nineacres (containingint
provementsand structures) remainingin
private hands. However, privatelandswill
no longer determineaccessto the Smith.

Duetothis splitin existingland usage,
the County of Dd Norte (whichd so
strongly favorsaccess protectionto the
river) isrequiring the Forest Serviceto
completethe County's sub-division pro-
cess, which should be completedinthe
next several weeks.

For additional informationonth s is
sue, please contact the AWA & (301) 589
A53.

ResdentsReques
"No Dumping'’ Zaone
on Wilson Crek

Locd landownersat thetake out for
the Wilson Creek Gorge (NC) runseemto
be runninginto increasing grief levelswith
someinattentive (?) boatersin recent
months.

The ownersof the Brown Mouritain
Beach Campground want boatersto know
that they are welcomeat any time, but that
thi sistheir year-round home. They have
somesimpleregquests. Don't runaround
naked, don't block the road with parked
cars, don't haul your boat out at the beach
and through the other visitors, and don't
usethetoiletsif they are not working.

They also request that you pay the $2
parking fee.

Pleaseremember that thereisa na-
tional scarcity of privatelandownerswho
welcome boaters, under any conditions.
Theaboverulesare merely “common-
sense”, and should be adhered to on any
river, includingthose running through pri-
vateland.

New York Obligations
Law Revigted

In New Y ork, the Generd Obligations
Law was e in 1956 0 gy
the public mse of private lands by relieving
landownersdf thefear of unwarrantedli-
ability, e ¥
Unforiunately, when this bill was en
acted many recreational wses had not yet
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developed (i.e. whitewater boating). Asit
now stands, thisbill protectslandowner
only fromlisted usesand recreational pur-
suits.

Followingthe effortsfirstintroduced

the lafe NY Assemblyman Bill Hoyt in
%elgwgolegislativeassenbly, stgfgrlgp

resentatives, river interestsincludingthe

o —AWA -and-Niagara-Mehawk-Poewer-Com—

pany are working to amend Section 810G
of this aw to include an updated st of
recreational wees, o expand this low to

\
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For a Free Catalog Contacti
WILDWASSER SPORT USA, INC.
PO Box 4617, Boulder, ® 80306
PHONE: (303) 444-2336 / rax: (303) LLL-I3T5
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address both urban and rural rivers,andto
includeliability protectionfor hydro-com-
panies who rel ease water for recreational

purposes.
amendment; the Ganoml

Under

tort liability, except in casesof grossnegli-
genceand/or willful misconduct,those
personswho releaseimpoundedwater for
the purposed facilitating recreational use
of such water."

Whilelegdlisticin nature,thi s amend-
mentisimportantto boatersduetothe
percentagedt whitewater riverswhichare
controlledby dam operations. Withthi s
amendment, dam operatorswould be ex-
empt, not only within project boundaries,
but al sofromany accident which occurs
downstream - or on property not owned
by the dam operator - duetowater re-
leases.

Liability reformisan on-goinggod of
the AWA’s River AccessProgram. To ac-
complishthi s wewill need towork with
other affectedinterestsin reformingliabil-
ity and insurancelawsregarding recre-
ation. Concern over liability isthe #1 issue
which restrictsaccess on private land
rivers.

& Service You
Can Count On.

Call or writefor afree
catdog of products
river-tested at our
paddling school.

(715) 882-5400

W hitewater
HE NN specialty

N3894 Hwy. 55
Wi t e Lake, W 54491

HYDRO UPDATE

Hydro Caalition Meding

ObligationsLawv would"exemptfromeivil/ |

ACCESS

Left to right- Richard Roos.Collins,
Natural heritage Institute, Rich Bowers
(AWA) Bruce Carpenter present a
proposal on Hydropower Reform-

ARMS Symposium, Grand Junction, CO

On April I3th; Natmnal W
Association(NHA) executivemembers
and staff me with Rich Bowers (AWA),
MonaJanopaul (Trout Unlimited),and
Matt Huntington (American Rivers) to dis-
cuss NHA's working draft “Proposal for
Improvingthe RelicensingProcessfor Hy-
dropower Projects.”

Whilerecreationand conservation
groups have been lessthan pleased with
how the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) treatsour river systems,
thi s processhas been equaly frustrating to
power developers.

The NHA proposal containsnany ele-

ments compatiblewith Coalitiongoalsfor
reform, including: cumulative impacts sm
rivers, earlieri mplementationof It)he NEPA
process, and better publicinpuit.

Missngar e detailson how to accom-
plishthese goals (especialy regardingim-
pamEs from mulfinle dams). and anything
ontheissuedf dam decommissioning.

A follow-up meeting took placeduring
the May 19- 20th Nationa Hydropower
Reform Coalitionmeeting in Washington,
DC to further finetune thisdocument, and
eventuallyto present FERC with acom-
bined plan from industry and conserva-
tion/recreation groups.

Hydropowa Caalition
Addressss ARMS
Conference

Inlate April, Rich Bowers, AWA Cort+
servation Director, Bruce Carpenter of
New York Rivers United, and Richard
Roos-Collinsdf the San Francisco- based
Natural Heritage Intitute presentedafo-
rum on hydropower relicensing to the
American River Management Society
(ARMS).

Thispresentationmarked thefirst op-
portunity that representativesof the Na
tional Hydropower Coadlition had to ad-
dressrelicensing opportunitiesdirectly
vith federal and state river managers, and
othersinvolved in setting and implement-
ingriver palicy.

The ARMS"Rivers Without Bound-

Jumerican Whitewater v July/August 1994

Hydropower Reform Coalition Meeting Attending AWA,New York
Rivers United, (AMC) |zaak Walton League, Sierra Club Legal
Defense fund, Michigan Hydro Coalffion, Aerican Rivers, Natural
Heritage Institute

aries” symposium, held in Grand Junction,
CO, offered an excellent chanceto ad-
dressthe physica and very visible bound-
ariesimposed by dams and other im-
poundments.

"Few mattersrelatingto the environ-
ment offer more potential for obtaining



Access
significantlong-termresource
protectionand improvements
than doest hi s process’, stated
Rich Bowers."Decisonson
how current and futuredams
will operate and affect our war

Other issuesunder discus-
sionduringthi s symposium, in-
cluding management and pro-
tectiondf river ecosystems
(watersheds); instream flow;
thefunction of ¢ae andfed-

tershedsarebeing madenow,  eral agencies, non-profit con-
and all river interests must servationgroupsand local
staketheirclaim.” landowners; and the growing

CONSERVE ...

AWA RepresentsBoater I nterests
on Glen Canyon Dam

It's no secret that the AWA isoften opposed to indiscriminate
and oftenill-conceived hydroel ectric projects, especiallywhen
they messwith recreational rivers.

InMarch of thi s year, the AWA took thi s messagetothe US
Bureau of Reclamation(BuRec), and provided both writtenand
verbal commentary on the Draft Environmental | mpact State-
ment (BIS) which addressesthefuture managementof the Colo-
rado River.

Whiletestimony was given at several hearings, mostly inthe
Southwest region, thiswasthe only opportunity to testifyin
WashingtonDC. In additionto the AWA, American Rivers, the
Grand Canyon Trust, and ahost of power devel operswereon
hand to offer their viewsonthi s proposal.

For many Americans, Glen Canyon offersone of the most vis-
ibledisplaysdf dam impactson river systems. Theseimpactsin-
cludewildly fluctuating water levels, massivebeach and sediment
erosion, temperature changes, and an overal system shock for
both biodiversityand endangered species. Glen Canyon offers
oned the best examplesd the enormousenvironmental price-
tag which accompani eshydropower production.

The BuRec studi ed nine management alternativesunder this
draft, none of which can fully restore the Colorado. Even com-
pletedam removal,one of the options, leavesunanswered ques-
tionsabout the longterm ability of natureto heal itself.

It wasan excellent opportunity for the AWA to repeat the
messagethat once a dam isbuilt, thereisno effectiveway of fully
restoring theriver!

The AWA supported BuRec’s preferred "Modified Low Fluc-
tuating Flow" becauseit providesfor two important components:
Public I nput and an Adaptive Management Plan.

Glen Canyon represents 31 yearsof a man-madeartificial en-
vironment. Public participationhel psguaranteethat future policy
makingwill be accessibleto those directly impacted by these de-
cisions, includingrecreational users.

Since so littleis knownabout how to restorerivers, adaptive
managementwill, if done correctly, present the best opportunity
toincorporatenew information and technol ogiesasthey develop
inthefuture.

The AWA a so urged BuRec managersto. meet theletter of
thelaw regarding both the Grand Canyon Protection Act and the
Endangered Speci esAct; appropriateadequatefunding for moni-
toring and research; preserveand replenishbeaches; install a
temperaturecontrol deviceat the dam; andfindly, neverto re-
turn to the previousoperatingroutinewhere peak power flows
determineall operational decisions.

sentingatthi s timewill berep
resentatives of AWA, Trout Un-
limited, GeorgiaPower,and
FERC.

roleof eco-tourism and recre-
ation, area so part and parcel
o theissuesat stakethrough

hydro projectrelicensing. .

Asimilar presentationis For moreinformationcon-
scheduledto be givenat the tact Rich Bowersat (301) 589-
upcoming"AppaachianRivers ~ 953.
and Watershed Symposium”,

thisJunein West VirginiaPre-

Besidesprotectingand restoringendangeredand native spe-
cies, atemperaturecontrol devicewould dso be of benefitto rec-
reationa boaters. Under current operatingconditions, cold water
makes hypothermiaa danger even in summer. Water tempera-
turesat LeesFerry onthe Colorado river rangefrom roughly 45_
in winter to 56_in summer. During pre-proj ect conditions, sum-
mer and |latefall temperatureshad an averagehigh of over 8-

A Chanceto ImprovePrivate
Allocationson the Grand?

For the past two years, Grand Canyon Concessionaireshave
been operating on extensionsof their originad permits. Now the
National Park Serviceisrequestingsuggestionson how to
stream-linethe disparity between commercial and privatealloca-
tions.

Theacting supervisor for the park hasstated hi s willingness
to makesome hard decisionsif warranted. However, the new per-
manent park supervisor wasjust appointedin early May, and
thereisno guaranteethat heisaware of the problem, or that he
sharesthi s willingnessto change.

If you haveideason how to streamlinethe current private
waitingligt (approaching 10 years), pleasecontact the ANA Ac
cess Program, or write

Robert L. Arnberger, Superintendent

Grand Canyon National Park

PO. Box 129

Grand Canyon, AZ 86023-0129

MineThreatensthe Wdf River

Throughlegidationsuch aslast year's National Energy Bill,
the on-going Clean Water Act, and more recently throughthe
River Registry Bill devel oped by New Mexico Congressman Bill
Richardson, the AWA and others have pursued some mechanism
for protectingriversothert han through Wid and Scenicdesigna-
tion.

Our reasonforthi s issmple: whilewefully support the Wild
and Scenic program, itisimpossibleto restorerivers,and reverse
closetoacentury of abuse, by targeting only the most outstand-
ing resources. To date, only 2% of our nation'srivershaveat-
tainedthisrecognition,some 212 riversand 10,574.1 miles. Worse
yet, only another 2% of USriver mileageisstill sufficiently
undammed, undevel oped, and cleanto possibly qudify for inclu-
sioninthi s system.

Many riversof importanceto boaters may never quaify for
thislevel of protection.

However, it seemsthat event hi s small percentage, the “out-
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CONSERVATION

For moreinformation, or to obtaina copy of the AWA com-
ments, pleasecall the Conservation Officeat (301) 589-9453.

AWA Plansfor the Future of
Whitewater Rivers

On May 14 and 15, the Board of Directorsand staff met at the
AWA’s executiveofficein Phoenicia, NY, todiscussathreetofive
year strategicplanforthi s organization.

Besidesdiscussinga number of internal i ssues, thefocusof
thi s meeting centered on: how to better protect scarce

hitewater resources, how to guaranteeaccessfor boaters, and
how to continueto represent the needs of boatersconcerned
withwhitewater recreation.

Withthe AWA'’s very direct and focused mission,thi s assem-
bly wasabletoavoidtheusual organizationa hang-ups,and con-
centrate on: the best allocation of AWA resources, representation
of our constituency, generation of additional support for
whitewater, and how to bring boater avocation and experience
moreformally into the river community.

Inattendanceforthi s meeting: AWA President Risa Shimoda-
Callaway (SC), newly electedVice-president Ric Alesch (CO),
Treasurer Jim Scott (DC), Secretary Charlie Wabridge (PA), and
Board members Pete Skinner (NY), Pope Barrow (DC), Mac
Thornton (DC), LeeBelknap (VA), Tom Christopher (MA), Bob
Glanville (NY), Joe Greiner (NC), Barry Tuscano (PA), and re-

Top: Dave Farin tackles Sullivan Falls on the Wolf River; | gional coordinator EJ McCarthy (CT).

Bottom: Dan Wheeler and Mike Maner at Big Smokey Falls,
Wolf River

standingly remarkable”,may not infact enjoy real and permanert®
protection. While Wild and Scenic riversmay be protected from
dams, it seemsthey are notimmunefromthethreat of nearby
hard rock mining projects.

Thisissuegained recognitionduringlast year's environmentall
win on the Tatshinshini River, forever protectedfrom the Windy
Craggy copper mine. Morerecently,thi s issue hassurfaced re-
gardingthe New World gold and silver mine proposedfor the
headwatersdf the Clarks Fork of the Y ellowstone (designated
Wild and Scenicin 1990).

Now, the Crandon Mining Company, asubsidiary of Exxon
Mineradsand Rio AlgomLtd. , isproposingto openacopper miné
inthe headwatersof Wisconsn's Wadf River.

The Wdf offersthe state'slargest whitewater trout stream,
some 223 milesof cold-water habitat,and 24 milesdf river desig-
nated as" scenic”in 1968. For boaters, the Walf providesfour rec-
ognized sectionsof whitewater,and over 25 miles of classI-1II
rapids. TheWdf also offerssevera lessknown areas of
quietwater paddling.

The proposed mine presentspotential threatsto the environ-
mental, recreational ,and aesthetic nature of the Wdlf River.
Thesethreatsincludelowering of the water tableand diversionad
groundwater from the headwaters, dischargedf millionsof gd-
lonsdf treated mine waste water, and potential leakageof acid
minedrainagefrom the project's estimated 60 milliontons of
acidictalings.

In May, AWA filed commentswith the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources, targetingthelossdf recreational val ues,
and highlightingthe need to protect growing economic benefits
from recregtion..

(JTTER BAR LODGE

Simply the best!

Nestled on a bend of the famed California
Salmon River between the Marble Mountains and
the Trinity Alps you'll find kayak paradise - Otter
Bar Lodge.

Our amenities are unmatched - a deluxe
lodge, sauna, hot tub, masseuse and the food —
well — how many sports lodges do you see recom-
mended by Bon Appétit? (Sept '92) And our rivers
are gorgeous with sections for all levels of paddlers
- anatural Disneyland with A to E ticket rides!

But whatreally sets us apartis our instruc-
tional program. We provide the best equipment
and you provide the desire to give whitewater
kayaking a try. Our instructors are some of the best
paddlers anywhere and our student-to-teacher ratio
is unmatchedat 3:1. This allows us to tailor your
week to your needs. Beginning, intermediate or
advanced. Want more rolling practice?...work on
surfing?....hole riding? Not a problem -your week
is as challenging (or relaxing) as you want it to be!

Ask us about our fall Grand Canyon trip./
Drop us a note or give us a call -we'll send you
a color brochure!

Otter Bar Lodge
Forks of Salmon, California 96031
(916) 462-4772
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Alsoin attendance was PhyllisHorowitz, ExecutiveDirector,
Rich Bowers, Conservation Director,and AWA’s newly-hired
River Access Coordinator, Richard Hoffman.

Thedraft strategic planwill continueto be developed over the
summer, with afind draft to beapproved atthi s year's Gauley
Fegtival. The Journal will continueto map thefuture progressof
th s effort. For additional information, please contact the AWA
ExecutiveOfficeat (914) 6835569, or the Conservation Officeat
(301) 5309453.

What Is “Recreation” Worth?

by Rich Bowers

On April 5, 6, and Tth, many of the stakehol dersin outdoor
sports met in Washington, DC to " devel op and adopt a collective
visiond the best possiblefuturefor outdoor recreation." Outdoor
recreation wasdefined primarily as human-powered,and in-
cluded climbing, hiking, biking, fishery interests, water-based rec-
reation such aswhitewater boating, and otherswho shareatrue
outdoor "ethic*.

The“National Summit on Outdoor Recresation" was pulled to-
gether by the Outdoor Recrestional Codition of America(ORCA),
aBoulder, QO based organization,and sponsored by Reebok,
Sporting Goods M anufacturersA ssoci ation, BLM and USFS,
American Hiking Society, and the Natural ResourcesCouncil of
America

Thesurmit was called to addressthefactthet, atatime
when national interest in outdoor recreationisgrowing,funding

" Siver Brook

ddles for the,enthu3|ast_

e _"'k
Séverrene - Fd-Bor S wmmﬁ?”'?ﬂl 4880542

r

for protecting publiclandsand acquiringadditional landsisde-
dining.

After opening ceremoniesand keynote speakers (whichin-
cluded well known boater and climber Roya Robbins), thesum-
mitdividedinos& groupsto address thefollowingissues:

Increasingdiversity of Outdoor Recreation
Mitigatingimpactsof increased use

Funding optionsfor acquisitionand maintenancedf public
lands

Standardizationof Permitting

Climbingand fixed anchorsin the wilderness

Tort Liability

Searchand Rescue

Certification and accreditation

Among those representing boating interestswere Rich Bow-
ers (AWA) and Risa Callaway (North Amer. Paddlesports Assoc.),
Dave Jenkins (ACA), Dave Brown (America Outdoors), Jm
Thaxton (Nat. Organizationof CanoeLivery Outfitters), Landis
Armnold (Wildwasser Sport), and Bunny Johns (NOC).

From the abovelist of sessions, theimportanced thi s sum-
mit to whitewater boatersshould be easily apparent. O equal im-
portancewasthat thi s wasthefirst event of itskind to coordinate
the thoughtsand efforts of the outdoor industry, conservationin-
terests, user groups, and state and federal agencieschargedwith
managing th S nation's recreati onal resources.

For those boaterswho aretired of hearingthat whitewateris
merely asmall special interest, and far outsidedf theviewsadf the
generd public,thi s summit represented areal opportunity to
changethi s attitude.

Thecentral messagedf the summit wasthat thisspecia inter-
et viewpointisvalid only if we restrict our vision to onesmall

CANOE AND KAYAK FLOTATION
SAFETY AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
WHITEWATER OUTFITTING
WATERPROOFCAMERABAGS

BoaT CaARE AND REPAIR

DRy STORAGE BAGS

KAYAK SPRAY SKIRTS

ExtraspORT PFD’s

Boor GLove

Gonarn Kmrres

The Thunr Racxs
Innovator Arc Aoas

Kayak Gear.

CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG OF [
OVER 400 PADDLESPORT PRODUCTS.
1-800-843-8985

OYAGEUR

P.O. BOX 207AW
WAITSFIELD « VERMONT 05673
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AWA Nationwide W hitewater | nventory
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage)
*Revisadlistingd every whitewaterriver
nationwide
eRiver mapsfor all U Srivers
*ncludesmileage, accesspoints, ratings
TheRiversof Chile
By LarsHolbek, $5 ($1 postage)

‘Completeyour whitewaterlibrarywithan AWA publication |

Riversat Risk—TheConcerned Citizens
Guide to Hydropower
ByJohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrow and Richard
Roos-Collins; cloth §29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90
postage)
¢ A study d whitewater'smost seriousthreat
AWA Safety Codes

1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 §.15

¢ A guideto morethan 20Chileanrivers eThe original criteriad’ boatingsafety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

J1 FIONRY DO W Batine [

- _ A AW IHTEW:
N == 4 sHIRTS RODE O CHAMPIONSHIPS
5 _ ﬁ = HATS
e~ PATCHES
= T DECALS
e ~ W POSTERS
2 ~ JLICENSES
AWA T-shirtsavailablein M,L, XL unlessnoted (postage$2.90 up to 2 shirts
— EmAWA Lo $10SS $1250LS (SSinM&Lonly) T R
N The Wilder theBetter: $1I0SS $1250L.s———————————————— - — —
— Bold Look: Closeout ISMediumonly $8——— - — — s
Super Heavy, Super Szed T-shirts(M,L,XL)..
___New Logo, SSonly, Grapeor Forest $15 _
ANA River $10 e$l) _ _ =
ANA License Plae Frames $6 (postage$1)
/ANA EmbroideredPatches §7—— - i)
ANA Waerproof Decals $.50——— I — — — _ —
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nicheof outdoor recreati on. By working together with other par-
ald interests(creating partnerships for you bureaucratictypes),
human powered outdoor recreation may becomethe biggest 800-
pound gorillaon the block.

ORCA estimatesthevalueof outdoor recreationat $122to
$132billioneach year, and paddiesports (a combinationof com-
mercid, private,industry and other water-related interests), is
oned thefastest growingsegmentsd thi s attentionon the out-
doors.

Theeffectsof thi s economic benefit, and the value of amis-
sionshared by industry, conservation, and end users, wasnot
missed by power brokersin our nation's Capitol, and numerous
Congressiond gaff memberswerein attendance.

Theseeffectsshouldlikewisenot be underestimated by
thosed uswho view our future, and qudity of life, asdirectly
linked to the outdoorsand wild places.

Thet hree day summit was not ableto achievemuchin the
way of concreteresults, butthi s would have been animpossible
expectation given the number and diversity of viewpoints. The
real successof th's summitliesinitsbeginninga new, and very
long process, a process which must include boater input, partici-
pation, and hard work

Theend result will greatly benefit al recreation,including
whitewater boating.

North Branch Potomac Agreement (MD-WV)

Maryland, West Virginia, and the Interstate Commission on
the Potomac River Basin are establishinga cooperativeprogram
toimprovewater qudity, and restore biological lifeon thissec-
tion of the Potomac. Theareacovered undert hi s agreementin-
cludesheadwatertributariesand a 10-milestretch of river below
the Jennings Randolph Reservoir.

Included isastrategy to boost the area'sfl agg ng economy
with tourismdollars. A central part of thi s planissetting future
goalsfor recreation, which, on the North Branch, includesfish-
ing, hunting, hiking and whitewater boating.

It seemsthat the dam created by thisreservoir hastotaly
blocked upstream water pollutionfrom mining operations. Be-
causethe operation isableto selectively withdraw water from
different depths, the structure can providethe river downstream
withwater of amore uniform PH balance. Inthelast few years,
th s has improved downstreamwater quality enoughto alow
stockedtrout to reproduce naturally.

For moreinformationcall the AWA at (301) 539-9453,

Ken River (CA)
TheForest Service hasinstalled a new permittingsystemfor

1994. For the Upper and Lower runs, boaterswill be requiredto
obtaina"fred" annua permit. Permitsmust be picked up in per-
sonand groupsizeislimitedto 15 people.

TheForksRunislikewiselimitedto 15 people, but on adaily
not groupsize basis. Theseason runsfrom May 15through Sep
tember 15. For 1994, boaterswill need to apply for areservation
through the FS’s new lottery system. Thereisatwo dollar admin-
istrativefee whichisnot refundableif you don't get to paddie!

Thissystem severely limitskayakers and canoei stswho usu-
dlyrun theriverinasingleday and carry no extensiveequip
ment downthe put-intrail.

For your shot, send an applicationto: Lake IsabellaVigtor
Center, c/o River Permits, PO. Box 3810, Lakelsabella, CA
93240. Send along your $2 check payableto USDA-Forest Ser-
vice.

In the meanwhile, AWA, local outfitters,Southern California
Edison (SCE), and CA Dept. of Boatingand Waterwayshave
been working tofill inthe missing recreational piece betweenthe
Upper and Lower Runs.

Theweek of May 11 saw both private and commercial boat-
ersrunningbelow Fairview Dam at levels between 298 and 1100
cfs. The purposewasto determine minimum and optima levels
for different craft on theriver. The SCE projectiscurrently being
relicensed, and boatinginterestsare working to assurethat any
new license recognizeswhitewater recreation,and improveson
existing conditions.

Wild and Scenic Protection Sought for

Y dlowstone (WY-MT)

The Upper Y ellowstoneriver and four of itstributaries-
Lamar, Gardiner, SodaButte Creek and Slough Creek - hasbeen
determined by the Nationa Park Service to bedligiblefor Na
tiona Wild and Scenic designation.

Consideredto bethe nation'slongest free-flowingriver out-
sidedf Alaska, anational effort isbeginningto permanently pro-
tect the Y ellowstone,itstributariesand headwater aress. In-
volved groupsinclude American Rivers, Greater Y ellowstone
Cadlition, and the Beartooth Alliance.

O immediateconcernisthe proposed New World Project
gold minewhich would be built just 2.5 milesoutsidedf
Y ellowstoneNationa Park, and which would threaten the Clarks
Fork of the Yellowstone, designated as Wild and Scenicin 1990.

Accordingto American RiversPresident Kevin Coyle,"The
Y dlowstone..possesses nhationally significant scenic, recre-
ational, historic, and fish and wildlifevaues."

Wild and Scenicdesignationisof critical interest to

| whitewater boaters-on the Y élowstone, where boati ngisthe

Class [V kayak trips to the Bio-Bio, Fuy, Manso,
and Futaleufu Rivers in Chile and Argentina.

un he Bio-Bio while he dam remains unbuilt,
Call, fax, or write for free KAYAK CHILE KIT.

Sport International
212W . Cheyae Mounian Badevad
Colorado Srings CO 80906 USA
Phoe 719-579-8759. Fax: 719-576-6238.

Tollfree in US 1-800779-1784.
e

as well as experts.

=
- % Rl VERSPORT
KAYAK CHILE|| G, 2=

L W

5:{-_?,; 4" (814)3955744

One of the top whitewater schools in the
country Riversport offers a safe yet
challenging experience for first-time beginners.

Friendly Instructors. small classes. excellent
equipment, and a beautiful riverfront camp
combine to provide the perfect setting for
learning whitewater skills. Students are
carefully placed in small classes according to
kill level. paddling interest and age. We
guarantee your satisfaction. Ask about dur
special clinics and group rates.

i
h-:ar'. of northem Eritish
Columbda whitewaser
sdlesand rentals - Smm—

« gxcelent selection of top Sy
¢ quality kayaks,canoes and *3: '}
accessories

guideservicesavailable TF( .
» accessible by ar or highway ™
« enroute to the Yukon and

the Queen Charlotte Idands i |

Aquabatic Sports, s.75, c.6, RR#2,
Smithers, BC. CANADA VOJ 2NO

Phone/Fax: | 604 ‘847—3678
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only non-consumptive recreation use out-
lawed withinthe National Park Without
substantial input from paddlers, the

Y ellowstonecould set adverseprecedents
by establishingdiscriminatory "'recre-
ationa" river values.

It dlso offersan excellent opportunity
for boaterstoweighinonthisissue, to
hel p permanently protect an outstanding
resource, and to open linesof communice-
tionwith the Park Service regardingboater
access.

For information on how boaterscan
work cooperatively with other river groups
onthe Yellowstone, pleasecontact Rich
Bowersat (301) 5399453.

The "Beavis &
Buithead”

Approach to River
Running

commentary by R ch Bowers, AWA
Conservation Director

Beavis- "Uh-Uhl don't likethi s rapid."
Butthead -" Uh-Uh let's blow it up." Far
fetched? Wdl, maybenot so ridiculousas
it seemsif youlive, work or play in Ari-
zona

Inearly April it wasreported that
"someone'" blew out QuartziteFalsinthe
Salt River Canyon Wilderness. Whiledis-
cussionspercolateover whetherthi s rapid
israted classV or VI, noonearguesthat it
representedatoughr un or portageonthi s
river (up to 3 hoursfor commercial raft
trips).

Oneobviouspossibilityisthatthi s
someone, with a definite Butthead mental-
ity, decidedto makelifealittleeasier for
themselves.However, sinceno one has
claimedresponsibility,it isequally possible
that someonejust hateswhitewater, boat-
ers, rivers, or hasawarped sense of pro-

vid wé%%vﬁﬁ%ivater perspective, we
hopethe deed was donefor thelatter or

other non-boating reasons. In an agewhen
whitewater issynonymouswith pushing
limits, both in boatingtechniqueand wil-
dernessaccessto first-descents, it isa
harsh redlity check to redizethat perhaps

not everyonesharesinthi s sense of adven- ||

ture, or affirms a true outdoor "ethic" of re-
sponsibility. Rearranging nature, for what-
ever reason, isjust not acceptable behav-
ior.

American Whitewater v July/August 1994,

Access

POTOMAC WHITEWATER FESTIVAL

On May 21-22, the Potomac River washost to the 1994 Potornac Whitewater Festi-
va. held just outsideof Washington. DC. A combination of perfect weather and op-
timal water |evelsattracted approximately 100 boatersto the different events, which in-
cluded: " Squirt “Til it Hurts" downriver and head to head downriver races, freestyle, and
eddy lineand surfingsquirt contests.

All of thefestivitiesculminatedin abanquet/awards party held on Saturday evening.
A swith other eventsin the National Organization of Whitewater Rodeo's (NOWR), all
proceedswent directlyto river conservation.

For 1994, benefitsweresplit betweenthe AWA’s Whitewater Defense Program, and
the newly-formedPotomac Conservancy.
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Top Left down: Going for the Gusto at the Potomac River Fest.,1994-Potomac
Whitewater Fest. "Waiting for the water to rise and the games to begin”.,Over the top on
the Potomac, Top right down: Catch a wave and you're sitting on top of the world...the
1994 Potomac River Fest., Hot Dog surfing at the 1994 Potomac Whitewater Fest., A
sizeable crowd lined the Potomac at the 1994 River Fest.




OPEN-BOATING
THE JARBIDGE/
| BRUNEAU

Open boaters test their mettic on a
high water, multi-day wilderness
odyssey in Idaho.




DATELINE: Murphy Hot Springs, |daho; Memorial Day, 1993.

Wearrived at thiscrowded center of lo-
cal culture, just along spit fromthe Ne-
vadaline, asdusk descendedover the
Great Sagebrush Desert. We had just com-
pleted a breakneck, high speed, 80 mile
driveon gravel acrossthe Saylor Creek Air
Forcebombingrange.

“If you seelow planes, proceed at your
ownrisk,"thewarningsign says!

Havingjust completed the East Fork
Owyhee, our intention wasto followwith
the Jarbidge/Bruneau. But eveninthe
dark, the hissing of the bank-full, East
Fork Jarbidgewasintimidating, plantinga
seed of doubt in our minds.

Next morning at the put-in, the
confluenceof East and West Forks, star-
ing at theice-cold river crashing downhill
asfar asthe eye could see, the seed soon
grew to full doubt-in-bloom. We bumbled
around whilethe bakingsun melted more
of theabundant Jarbidge Wilderness
snowpack and gravity accelerateditt o-
ward us.

Perfectly good gear which had served
uswell the previousweek- food, clothing,
fudl-wassummarily jettisoned to thevan
in adesperateattempt to lighten the boats.
Thestress o indecisionand doubt pre-
vented our mindsfrom organizing.
Drybags wereclosed, tied into boats, then
removed, over and over again, So gear
could be added or subtracted until each of
uswassatisfied.

Thentherewasthat onelast look at
my three paddling companionsto seeif
anyonewould actually admit that we
might be tackling something we should
not. Afteral,thisriver wasfull!

Weére eastern open-boaters, Coastals
dl, OllieFordham and Andre Derdeyn
from Charlottesville, VA, John Erickson
(paddling a T-canyon) and myself, from
Frederick, MD. Wearefamiliar with the
creeksof West Virginia, but we didn't
know THISriver except from the BLM
(Bureau of Land Management) description
and a couple guidebooks, which varied
considerably.

We bumped into alocal whosaid he
had kayaked the Jarbidge/ Bruneau two
weeksbeforeand that rollingwas essen-
tia tosurvival. We knew that once wegot
into the canyonthere would be no possi-
bility of retreat.

TheJarbidge/Bruneau river system,

Left page: Back, Ollie
Fordham near Put-in on
Jarbridge River, Top: Andre
Derdeyn somewhere on the
Jarbridge; Middle: Ollie
Fordham in canoe John
Erickson in eddy on upper
Jarbridge River day 1; Bottom:
Tom McCloud in canoe, John
Erickson in eddy on upper

Jarbridge River day 1

beforewefound out why. TheJarbidge
flowsthrough asmaller, tighter canyon,
which hasmuch morevegetationthan the
Owyhee. TheJarbidgeabsolutely charges
downhill with asteady 50 fpm gradient,
never dropping below high class2 and oc-
casionalyreachinglow class4. Itisabso-
lutely relentless! | estimated theflow as
800 cfsat the put-in. We motored along at
arollicking rate, somewhere between ter-
ror and euphoria, having aadrenaineride;
only occasionally having the luxury of
sneakingaglimpseat thescenery. The
only eddi eswere againg the bank, where,
if youwerelucky, you could hangontoa
treefor awhileto catch your brezath.
Other groupson theriver,al in closed

Top: Andre Derdeyn
somewhere in the "Five Mile
Rapid" Bruneau River; Below:
Tom McCloud- canoe Andre
Derdyn-on Rock John Erickson
-upriver womewher on the
Jarbridge,Bottom: Andre
Derdeyn somewhere on the
Bruneau River

boats, hailed from Montana, Vancouver

running south to north out of Nevada | and Sdt Lake City. Asthey passed usdur-
throughthe high desert and lavafieldsof | ing the afternoon the most frequent ques-
southwesternldahoto jointheSnake, has | tionwas"How far do you think weve
areputationfor outstandingwhitewater | come?"

and spectacul ar scenery. It wasnot long From our standpoint, we thought wed
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OPEN-BOATING THE JARBIDGE/BRUNEAU

beenmoving redly fast, maybesix or
seven mph, and had convinced ourselves
by 3:30 that nineteen mileshad gone by.
We started joking among oursel vesabout
finishingthetripinthree daysand return-
ingto runit again. But weal so had begun
to havedoubtsabout the usefulnessdf the
BLM maps, because" unmistakabl€'land-
marksdidn't seemto exist.

Who wasto know whethert hat gully
on theleft was Cougar Creek, Poison
Creek, Dorsey Creek, or just some name-
lessditch? In retrospect, the Canucks, us-
ing an altimeter, estimated our progressin
mileage about right... & eleven

But goinginto campearly resultedin
an unexpected trip highlight; aswesat
round the fire after supper wespiedfirst
two, then ten, then twenty mountain
sheep andlambsasthey bounded down
someincrediblysteep cliffs. Whenthey
redized we werethere they lined up at
diff edgelikeachorusline, watching us.

TheJarbidgejust doesn't let up—
ever! Progressdown theriver wasgood
since bank scouting wasrarely needed.

'Also avajlable with

Fler s o

Semct |

Waist-worn throw bag

& tow system holds 55-ft. of line

NEED A LINE. &5
 SALAMANDER "t

o _-__-._-n-._ o — __,.-L-- _@.?__‘:r

Left: Tom McCloud stroking
hard Io gel fo the night side of
Ofie’s Nose Rapid; Right' Otie
Fordham aviliang i G rapsd
on Mg Brunsay, sler and of the
Five Mile; Right page: Tom
McCloud mourning of 3rd day__
o the Jarbridge

We could ride the broncofor hoursnon-
stop. Still #inking we had coveredalot of
miles, wetook the timefor along hike,
rock-climbing up out of the canyontoa
point wherethe ice-topped mountainsto
the south, which we had beguntorefer to
as“Mother-of-Jarbidge”, werevishble.

Our guidebookspredictedtwo class4
rapids, and then Jarbidge Fdls, class6.
Hd wealreadyr un those4’s?

"Musgt have, if we're 40 milesdown
thisriver. TheFalsmust bejust ahead.”

Sureenough, a bigonesoon came up.
But it wasonly agood class4, not 6.

Maybethe guidebook writershad ex-
aggerated. We might evenhaverunitona
river whereafoul-upwould not have been
SO serious.

Th's nust beJarbidgeFals, we
thought. Only ashort paddietothe
Bruneau and a hot springto walowin, we
concluded optimigtically.

But alittlelater wewere out portaging
an even bigger rapid-surely thismust be
Jarbidge Fals. More milespassed, the
canyonstayed narrow, confining the water

THE GANDE THROW BAG
Waist-worn throw bag
holds 70-ft. of line
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toatight, bouldery bed. Theclass3s be-
camelonger and moretechnical, feeling
much like80 fpm, mandating frequent
bank scouting.

Thewind picked up, blowingthetops
off thestandingwaves, the sunfaded, the
temperature dropped, andlight rainfell.
Convinced Jarbidge Fallswasnow behind
us, and being perhapsa bit too casual, we
paddlied on, lured by theincentive of ahot
spring bath.

But at 7 pm, roundingyet another

L blind bend, we werefaced with alongrun

of rock-studded, class4 whitetopsasfar

| aswe couldsee!

Tired, cold, hungry, disappointed and
lost, we pulled up and camped between
the boulders. And confirmingonce again
that troublecomesin bunches, thefiller
cap gasket on John's Sveafailed, blowing
fuel and providing a brief entertaining
conflagration, but leavinguswith no
stovefor theremainder of thetrip!

A scrutiny of therapidinfront of
campinthe cool, clear morning sunlight
madeit seem not nearly SO intimidatingas
ithadd dusk. Weranit withouta hitch.
Not muchlater the river again ducked out
of sight behind a huge boulder and, being
prudent, | hit the bank and crawled upfor
alook Whenl saw it therewas no doubt
whatsoeverthat we had indeed, at long
last reached Jarbidge Falls.

A hundredyardsof ragingwhite, wth
multiple holes, pourovers,and traps, it de-
servedit's class6 rating. Havingfoundit,
anew problemwasreveaed: portaging
on the right wasasimpossibleas running
therapid. Thesolutionwasa™ Degath
Ferry” across squirrely water only afew
feet abovethefdlstoamicroeddy.

Oneat atimewewent, Johnfird. He
servedas"catcher for therest of us.
Havingall arrived safely on theleft, anad-
ditional problemwasdiscovered: Andre



Open boaters test their mettie on a high water, multi-day wildemess odyssey in Idaho.

had left his35mm camerain theammo with wildly carved spires, columns, arches
box on the right bank! and minaretsjutting skyward everywhere.
Thank goodnessthefirst of the Mon+ Theriver flowed, but wasflat, with
tanapaddlerssoon arrived, tuckeditinun- | theexceptiond every hdf mile, whereit
der the sprayskirt, andferried it to us. fel four feet over aboulder bed. With
Nice guy that hewas, heasowarnedusdf | morevolume (now estimatedat 1200 cfs)
adangerousplacecalled Kenddl's Cave these dropshad bigwavesand long run-
wherethe"wholeriver goesunderground, | outs. They werefun but scary because
shortly after entering the Bruneau”. you could only see the whole rapid from
Thanks, Critter. Wefell for hi's fib- thevery lipandvertical rock walson
hook, line, and sinker. both sidesof theriver preventingretreat.
The canyon opened up near thejunc- Thisless chalengingwhitewater pro-
tion, where the Jarbidgecommingled with | videdachancetorest andrelax,soak in
the brown, muddy water of the Bruneau. thescenery,and watchfor wildlife. The
Ontheleft, asceneout of Dante’s In- diff swallows, who residein coconut-half
ferno. Fromsevera vents30feet above mud houses, weremost upset by our pres-
theriver gushed water so hot that steam ence. Reacheswith both wallsvertical
rosein billows. Thiswasthe Indian Baths, | wereamileor solong. In spotsthecan- infrequient, adequate for only & few pad-
andif you werenot careful asto where yonsweredark and foreboding: inothers, | diem. The best were cliffside sandbams
you sat and wallowed, it wouldtakeyour | asrichly decoratedasa Gothiccathedral. 1 whereafew red cedarsand junipers pro-
hideright off! Thenext morning, after 3hours in vided awindbreak and grudgingly yielded
Thetrick wastofind just theright spot | blowingdrizzleat 50 degrees, wewere some dead |ower branchesfor cooking.
where cold river had mixed withsteaming | pretty cold. A hikeupthe East Fork We spent 2 nightsdeep within these can-
brew to giveapleasant mix, Followinga | Bruneau,also knownas Clover Creek, yons, thesecond chosen purposely to po-
long, lazy lunchwe entered the upper can- | which wasal so chugging with enough sitionusjust abovetheinfamous*“Five-
yonsdf the Bruneau. Thesehad amuch muddy brown to be paddled, hel ped lim- Mile- Rapid".
differentlook than the river environswe ber tiff legsand warm usup. TheBLM map showing the"Fve-Mile'
had just traversed. Vertica rock plunged Onecan not betoo demanding of isa uselessjumble of some 40 cross-
intothe river, sometimeson both sides, one's campsiteshere; they aresmall and hatchesacrossthe river, each with a3,4or

C LINCH RIVER
Innovation PADDLE CO.
S0, senice | e
~ (301) 746-5389 = REPAIRS
second kin Pile® S il
tights, vests, and I |
oneplecesults . “Upper Yough" 7
Riverside Shop
P.O. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531
call for
Free catalog

== LENOIR CITY, TN. 8
((sasquatdl Skins@ Manufacturedin the @onsoonma@ (615) 986-9387 ' %

e United States by Mountain Surf, Inc. i CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE BR
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OPEN-BOATING THE JARBIDGE/BRUNEAU

Snexttoit. Itasosays somethingabout
not Being inacanyon. Don't believeit!
It'strue that you haveleft behind theverti-
cal wallsdf the upper canyon, but portag-
ing would be very difficult.
Therapidsstarted out good, but got
better. Wewould probethetopandrun
those with obviouschutes. Butif the
route was complex, we boat scouted and
someonestood with athrow rope partway
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down. It'ssllytoeventrytocountthe

| rapids; theactionwasnearly nonstop, but
| therewerelotsof placestoeddy.
| gradient had increased to 80 fpm. By noon

The

we had already run through dozens of
crosshatches, but asusual, had noidea
wherethet left us, exceptthat wewere
abovea memorablerapid which we now
call "Ollies Nos2".

Herethe river snaked betweenr ocks

_ = _
THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE:
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and wavesfromright to left, drovethrough
ariver widehydraulic, then plowedintoa
low wall (undercut?) beforedidingaround
abend and out of sight

Whileeasing up to the approach,
Ollies paddle caught arock an the T-grip
caught the bridge dof hisnose, leavinga
bloody gash that requireda butterfly ban-
dage.

Undaunted, Ollie performeda proto-
typical "open boat bridge" of the big hy-
draulicas he plowed throughthe middle of
theriver wide hole. Themore modest
among uscut closeto theright, and ed-
died: an excellentspot for alunch break.

Theintensity of the rapidscontinued,
withlongstretches of class3, and some
back-to-back 4's, extendingseveral hun-
dredyards. | wouldn't honestlysay that
anything wasclass5, unlessyou want to
upgradevery lengthy class4's

Wer an themdl, with the exception of
acouplehundred feet whereatrashy ledge
followedatechnicallydifficult 4.

We hed only oneswim during our en-
tiretrip...a pretty remarkablerecordin
high classwater vith loaded boatd

What wastheriver like? For eastern
boaters: t h rk Ocoeewith camping gear.
Andthere wererattlesnakes, at |east one
eachday, Alongthelower Bruneau ween-
countered some dof the biggest, most luxu-
riant poisonivy | haveever seen. | felt
smugly secur e in my wetsuit, which pro-
vided protectionfrom both.

Eventuallythe canyon began to open,
and long pootls separated therapids. In
lateafternoon, feeling proud at having con-
guered the"Five-Mile" without much dffi-
cultyinlessthen aday, westumbled
acrossawonderful hot spring. 1t wasthe
best of the entiretrip,and weloungedinit
until well after dark.

Fromthereit wasshort paddietothe
first bridge, Grasmere Road, near thetown
of Bruneau.

Six dayson the Jarbidge/Bruneau: a
greattrip for any paddler! Scenery, wild-
life, whitewater: it hasthemall.

At 1200 cfs, it's near thelimitfor open
boaterswith campinggear. Travel light-
but travel safe.

But like many riversconsidered
“kayak-only”, the Jarbidge/Bruneau isemi-
nently paddleable by experienced open-
boaters. It should beregardedasa "crown
jewd" for thoselucky enoughto catchit a
theright level.

Put the Jarbidge/Bruneau on your
'must do' list.



Ithough the driveto the Loyalsock felt a bitlongfor aday trip, | looked forward ‘
to paddling on thiscold April day withenthusiasm. | had never donethe
Loyalsock before, and it would be agood preludeto aweekendon the
Nescopeck. It wouldbef un to paddlewithtrip leader and my former instruc-

tor Bob. | didn't oftenget the opportunity to paddlevith Bob, sincefor the most part he
and | were usualy doing very different classesof rivers.

Aswe congregatedat the put in, | felt we had the makings of agood trip. Bab,

Frank, DaveB. and | werekayaking, Dave G. camewithhisC-1, and Dan, Michdlle, Dave
F. and Jim wereinsolo open canoes. Lotsof strong paddlersfor thisreputedly tame
littlecreek, and only onetrue novice. It wasDaveB.’s second river trip, heinformed me
happily.

"There's only one rapid that wel | scout-Haystacks," Bob told measwegotin our
boats. "And youcandoit" heassured me

"No problem," | responded confidently.

Thecreek wasfairly shallow, but thelevel was high enought hat the rocksjust under
thesurfaceweren't areal problem. Thereweresomenicelittle play spots. Theweather
wasfairly mild, despite patchesof snow and icestrewn aong the banks. Everyonewas
havingagoodtime.

After afew milesBobsignaledusover to theleft shore. Wed!l got out and scouted.
Thi s wasHaystacks. Thereweretwo routesthat one could take. Themorechalenging
one, near the center of therapid, involved making a turn abovea pillow, then dropping
downthetop chutedf afoldedflow. Thenonetraversedtowardstheleft bank below a
ledge, and either dippedinto the eddy by the shore, or turned and headed downstream
through two moreholes. Theeasier routesimply involved paddling over theledgeon
theleft, and either eddying-out or continuingstraight down.

A sthegroup watched, Bob paddl ed through the chutewith his usual graceand fi-
nesse. Hedlippedintotheeddy and got out to take pictures. Dave G. made hisrun,and
thenJi m Frak and | watched and discussedthings, and made our decisions. Hechose
the moredifficultroute, | chosetheledgeon river left. ‘

Asawayswhen about to paddlea challengingdrop, the adrenalin was pumping and
the nerveswereflutteringabit. But | had beenpaddlingalotthi s year. My roll was
strong. | wasconsistently putting my boat wherel wantedit to be; my confidencelevel
was high.

I never thought to wait for asignal that Fr ank had madeit through okay. Nor wasa
signa system set up. OntheLower Yough and Tohickon we all seem to pile up on each
other without giving it much thought. And, truthfully, it never occurred to methat F rak
would haveany trouble.

| watched Frank disappearfrom my field of vision,and then proceeded to makemy
move. | set up my line, put on the power, went over the drop and punched the hole.
Meanwhile Bob and Ji mhad set out downstream to rescue Frank, afterfird glancing
back at meto check toseethat | had cleared thehole. | had. Then| got caughtinthe ]
cross-current and flipped. My nose plugswereripped eff; | don't know where my paddie
was, | thought | had flipped back into the hole. | got out of the boat.

Theturbulenceunderneaththe water wasamazing. | feltlikel wasclawing my way
tothesurface, and when | came up my boat was not withinreach. | wascaughtina
feeder eddy. Although| amtold that it took awhilebeforethe feeder eddy pulled me
intothehole, | feltthat | wasinseveretroublefromthestart. | wassoontolearnjust
how severetroublecan be.

| remember everythingthat occurred whilel asintheholevividly. Butitisdifficult
to describein words, for the wholeexperiencewasadisorientingjumbledf beingtossed
and battered by the water as| foughtto get air. | kept strugglingto work my way to :
river left, but theforcesof the hole kept suckingme back towardsthe right by the rock.
When | wastrapped there, my body took the worst beating. Although | would come up
toward the surface, the holewouldn'tlet me up enoughto breathe. | saw the rescue
ropebeingthrownto me, butit did not land anywherenear me. Andtheoddswereun-
likely that | would have beenin positiontograbit, theway | wasbeingtossedaround. |

"Thisisbad,” | said to mysdlf, distressed, but quitecalm. “Iam goingtodie”

Then two wordscame unbiddeninto my mind. "Makeshapes," wasthe command.

It wasa phrasefromalecturegiven by AWA Safety Chair Charlie Wa bridgethat | had
heard two yearsbefore. | just knew that | had totry something beforethe hydraulic beat

I
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me until | nolonger had any strengthtofightto getair.

So | stretched mysdf out longlikealog and | et the water toss me around and down.
| wasdtill inthehole. Next | think | triedakind of bent X pattern. But the holedill held
mefirmly. Findly | managed abiggulp of air as| hugged my kneesto my chest, rolled
irnto abal,and clenched my teethtightly, telling mysdf, "l am not goingto breathe, | am
not goingto breathe." | felt mysdf go down and downand down and do.....

The next thing | remember was hearingsomeone breathing. It wasloud, wheezy, d-
mostacry. | knewitwasme. Forawhileal | could do waslistento mysdf breathe,
then | wasabletoflicker my eyesopenfor aninstant. | saw Bob'sfacebent over me.
Anrd the expression that registeredin my mind during that momentary glancewill haunt
mefor alongtime. Fear, horror, urgency, misery,atouch of panic, and determination
wereall apparentin hiseyes. | began tofade back into unconsciousnessbut the sounds
of worriedtalk brought me back 1t wasdifficult to focusmy attentionon anything. |
I rﬂmﬂ th I had the sensationof speedingaong. Thefeding of movement wassostrongthat | felt
wehad to beridinginacar.

I think | heard someone say " She's coming around,” and there were other voicesin

M thebackground. Dimly | became awarethat Bob wasyelling at me, "Nancy, open your
was hﬂﬂrlng eyed" | complied,becauseheseemed soinsistentabout it. Therewereother questions
that | only vaguely remember. Stupid questions, | thought at thetime. They seemed to
be concerned about my coherency. But | knew | wascoherent, or thought | was. My
S{II'I'IE[II'IE concernwascould | wiggle my toes, could | movemy hands. | did both and felt at peace
to know that | wasn't paralyzed. Thesense of speedingaongfinaly subsided,and my
eyesfocused clearly on Bob'sface, whose expressionwas much calmer. And | noticed

The next thing

breathing. the hemlock shiveringin the breeze above hisheed. |
"Webre still by the edge of the creek," | realizedwith dismay. And| knewit wasa
long way out.

Then camemy mind and body's reactionto the ordeal | hed just beenthough. It all
flooded over mein arush. My head pounded, and my musclesand bonesfelt mashed
and wrung out, my brain regled with theshear horror of it all. Those momentswere
WHEEH possibly worsethan the actual experienceitself. But Life hasa perverseway of being

L) kind, and as| began to burp up air repeatedly, mortificationreplaced everythingelsel
wasfedling. And acute embarrassment, although unpleasant, iseasier to cope with than
painandfear.

Soon | wasabletosit up and rest, and Ji mlet me use him asa backrest. It was
peaceful by the water's edge, theweather wasfine, and | wastotally spaced out. Actu-
& dly, it wasquitepleasant.

i hnﬁw [t But one getschilled sitting at the edgeof thewater. SoJim gently urged metotry to
walk, supporting my arm thewholetime. Thegroup gathered alittlewaysinland, and
Bob, still not knowingwhat condition | wasin, went off to get hisvan down closer to
wherewewere. | know now that he ran over three milesto hisvan, drovethevantoa
spot further down stream, then ran another mile back up to the group, and led everyone
except Frank downriver.

MeanwhileJim urged metotry towalk, and wedowly started thetrek out. | was
still very shaky and woozy, and thetrail, particularly at the start, was mostly mud and
ice. But with Jm's protectivehold on my arm keeping mefromfaling,and frequent
restsinthe beginning, | madeit out safely.

No one could have been more helpful t han Ji mwhen hewaswalking meout. His
quiet, reserved ways precisaly fitted my emotional needsat thetime. And histhought-
fulness, consideration, and unobtrusive protectivenessmade arather arduoustask d-
most easy. Whenthetrail becamemorelevel,and | wasfeding stronger both physically
and mentaly, helet meset thepacedf our walk. But never once did helet go of his
steadyinggriponmy arm Hisgentle guidanceawayskept meontheleast slippery
partsof thetral. Eventudly wewereableto regroup, collect our gear, and head our
variousways. Theend tothekind of trip that | hope no one hasto go through ever
again.

| wastold that | had recirculatedin that holefor a good five minutes, and finally
went down for avery long time, beforeflushing out, facedown. Everyonethought | was
dead. | had drifted, unconscious, through therest of the holes, before Jm and Bob, who
weredownstream and unaware d what had happened, saw my body floatingtowards
them. Bobtold methat beforehe could even stand up, Jim had waded out in moret han
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it was loud,

almost a crv.

was me.




“Paddle the
Nescopeck

knee-deep, strong current, brought me back to shore, and then resuscitated me.
Through clenched teeth, | am told, asthough evenwhile unconsciousl still wastelling
mysdf | would not breathe. Quitesimply,itisduetoJim that | andive. 'E m [HTH“J

| was checked out that evening by local emergency staff, and then by my own physi- - il
cianafew dayslater. And although | camethrough the incident unscathed physically,
thereal traumawasjust beginning. = =

Never to paddlewhitewater agai n was unthinkable. And | resolved onthewalk out was h IS ﬂﬂUIBE.
of the Loyalsock that | would not allowthis mishap to prevent mefrom paddling. |
spoketo Jim about my determinationto
continuepaddling.

"Paddlethe Nescopeck tomorrow,"
washis advice. And | tookit.

But with rapidly risingwatersdueto a
heavy spring rain, and shear exhaustion
duetostressand alack of sleep, | soon re-
dizedthat | didn't havethestrength or the
energy to continuepaddlingthat day.

| criedwhen | had to get out, even
though | knew that | had madethe right
decision. It wasthefirstdf many days
spent ontheriverintears; because| tem-
porarily lost my roll, becausel frozewhen
afriend swam out of a holeand could have
used my assistance, becausel smply
could not make mysdf surf that wavethat
I had surfed many timesin the past.

The nightmaresbegan almost immedi-
ately after theincident, asdidsleep di stur-
bances. For many weeks| could not sleep
for morethanfour hoursanight. One
dream cycleand my brainrefused to go
through that agai n. At first the nightmares
wereall paddling related. But after awhile
they shifted to more general themes, the
stuff that the nightly newsismadeof. My
subconsciouswastelling methat the
world wasan unsafeplaceto be, full of
nebulousthreatsto one'slifeand safety. |
knew that thiswas merely areactionto my
accident, and that intimethe nightmares
would pass. But | had noideahow much
timeit would take, nor any inkling of the
severity and thescoped the reactionthat
| would have.

| didn't want my immediatefamily, my
father and my sisters, to know of what had
happened. | felt that they worried enough
about my paddling without hearingthat |
nearly died becausedf it. Butin my efforts
to protect them, | wasisolatingmysdlf. |
wasexhausted and stressed-out,and |
could neither control nor predictwhen|
would burst into uncontrollabletears. Sol
avoided contact with my family.

I also unknowingly alienated mysdlf
from my friends. Those whoweren't pad-
dlersdid not know about the incident.

And with thosefriendswhowere paddlers
| wantedtoact asthough thingswere
back to normal, even thoughwhat | redly
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needed wasto talk about what had happened and what | was still going through.

Meanwhile, throughout the paddling community, garbled stories of nmy near-drown-
ingwerecirculating. Most o those storiesput meinavery badlight. | had been pad-
dling ariver beyond my abilities, they said; theriver wasat flood stageand | shouldn't
havebeenonit; | didn't put enough power onwhen | went over the drop and didn't
makeit through the hole. Thosewerethetalesthat got back to methroughfellow pad-
dlers, curiousto hear my sided thestory. Hearingthese thingshurt terribly at thetime,
and served to erode my dready weakened self-confidence, eventhough | knew they
weren't true. | wondered why some peoplewereso determinedtofind faultin my skills
asacauseof the accident.

I now believethat peopleoftenare scared by theimplicationsdf anear-drowning
that happened dueto mere chance. It isdisconcertingto be confronted by the knowl-
edgethat terriblethingscan happenontheriver evenif you don't makeany mistakes.
But paddling whitewater isarisk sport, just asLifeisarisk sport. And sometimesbad
thingshappenthat are smply beyond one's control.

All thewhilel kept paddling. | feltthat | had beenset back ayear in my paddling
abilities, so | paddled whenever and wherever | could. Andthi siswheremy paddling
friendswere o great help, asthey supported my effortsto regain my skills and my self-
confidence, and moreimportantly, to recapturethe joy in the sport, which now so pain-
fully eluded me.

A month had goneby, and | feltthat | wasrecoveringfairly well. The nightmares
weren'tasfrequent, and | wasd eeping maybefivehoursa night. My roll had come
back, and some of my self-confidence. | decided to go on atriptothe Mongaup. There
wasascheduledrel ease, but theamount of water inthe stream that day wasajoke.
Thiswasfortunate, asit wastherethat | had my first flashback.

I don't know what precipitatedthe flashback | wassittinginan eddy at the timeit
happened. Al of asuddenit wasasif | wereon the Loyalsock again, being recircul ated.
Theimagelasted only a moment, but it nearly destroyed me. It wasdl | could do toget
downtherest of theriver. What self-confidencel had regained disappeared completely.
o | wasdevastated. How could | paddleevenintermediate whitewater if another flash-
But nﬂﬂd Ilng back could happenwithout warningat any time?

But | suppressed my growingfearsand kept on paddlingwhenever | could. How-
= 'I = ever,in my subconscious,thingswere rapidly comingto a head. My self-confidencewas
mlh nonexistent, | lacked faithin my skills, my fear of the water wasincreasing. | wasex-
llﬂWﬂ eris haustedfrom lack of dleep, and | burstinto tearsat odd moments. | feltisolatedfrom
my family and my friends. The emotional pain wasa most unbearable. Then thingsgot

i worse.
a rISI{ 5"] i rl"l | wastotally unpreparedfor the ragethat surfaced one morningin May. I'm not
speaking of anger, but of rage. Unbridled, murderousrage. Ragethat had neither logic
= = g nor direction. | wasfuriousat everyone and everything. | wasfuriousat the Universe
l“st EIS Ll'E IS a for lettingt hi s happen to me, furiousat my friendsfor seemingly not understanding,fu-
riousthat the joy of paddlingwasgone, furiousthat | wasaone and isolated, furious
that | wasdtill diveand in unbearablepain.

Lifewasrapidly unraveling,and | felt totally out of control. | couldn't sleep, |
couldn'teat, | couldn'twork, | couldn't paddie. | felt estrangedfrom everyoneand ev-
erythingl loved, and | could not think of onegood reasontostay dive. Worseyet, sui-
cideseemed likea reasonablesol ution to end my torment, and | nolonger even cared
that those who loved mewould be hurt by my death. Terrified by thetrend of my
thoughts, | sought counsdlingasquickly as| could.

In counselingl learned, muchto my relief, that all of what | wasgoing through wasa
typica responseto a neardeath experience. That it had a name, Post-TraumaticStress
Disorder,and that all that | was experiencing—thenightmares, flashbacks, rage, dien-
ation, and an inability to trust people—were merely symptomsdf the disease. And that |
had ingtinctively donethe healthiestthing | could doto lessenthelengthand the sever-
ity of the post-traumaticstressby never havingstopped paddling. | realizedthat, much
as| wishedto protect my family and friends, that keeping the knowledgeof what was
happeningto mefromthem was not healthy. And | began to open up to people.

| alsolearnedt hat | had not been giving mysdlf credit for my own partin ray rescue.
Whilel wasbeing recirculatedin that hole, hed | not remained cal m had | not been de-
termined to not give up eventhough | believed | wasdying, had | not taken action to
flush mysdf out of thehole, | surely would have drowned. Theredlizationthat | could
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handle mysdlf well in an emergency wasempowering. l was ﬂl‘l‘lﬂIEﬂ at

Counsdling hel ped to resolve many issues, but the sleep disturbancescontinued.
And beforeand/or after every river trip, | wasstill having the nightmares. Nightmares
moreterrifying than any I've ever had in my life. Nightmaresdf thestuff that Stephen i
King novelsare madeup of. Would thingsever get back to normal for me, | wondered. h uw ml'“:h IEHSI un

InJuly | beganto think that | wantedto paddlethe New River for thefirst time. The
New had been my dream before| ever started to kayak. And | found mysdf thinking
aboutitagreat ded. | wasn't surethat | wasreadyfor it, but the desirewasintenseand I was Hh I e IIZI Wl]l"{
became moreso as| thought about it. | asked Bobif hethought | had the skills, and
when hesaid that in hisopinion | did, | asked himif hewould take me downtheriver for
my firsttime. He agreed, so we planned atrip for August.

My anxiety level roseasit got nearer to the date of thetrip. Inmy mindthistripwas
equivalent to an exorcism. That oneway or another, thefate of my paddlingwould be
decided. Would| havethe skillsto dosolid classIV water? Could | handle my fears?
Everythingwasheightenedin my mind. Theimportanceof ths trip wasway over anor-
mal river trip. The New symbolizedeverythingfor me; it would settleonceand for al if |

werecapable of paddling whitewater.
Ontheday of thetripit wasal | coulddoto get intothe car and driveto meet Bob. | h ﬂ W m u [:h ml" ﬂ““'

think | had about ten anxiety attacksin the space of forty minutes. | kept talking to my-
sdf, caming mysdf down, and then withinafew minutes, my anxiety level would be 5
sky-highagain. Bob knew that | wasterribly anxious, for | waseven quietert hanismy '“:IE“[:E I E“E I r{ISE
norm, and he commented about it. | wonder how worried my companionswereabout
me

off just striving to

surf a wave, and

But once we got ontheriver, | quickly calmed down. Our trip leader, Cahil, advised in I'_hE nmnﬂ-ss_
meto work out my river nervesby doing someintenseplaying. Andin Upper Railroad
wedidjustthat. | wasamazedat how muchtension| wasabletowork off just striving
to surf awave, and how much my confidenceleve rosein the process.

* . |
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The following
week my

sleeping

pattern finally

re-established
itself, and for
the first time in
five monins i
was sleeping
normally.
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| wascamutil the Keeneys. Thenthefear cameback. | got through Upper and
Middle Keeney withoutincident. Then| requested that we scout Lower Keeney before
runningit. Welooked & it, and Cahill told mewhat | neededtodo. Asl gotintomy
boat, | checked my fear level by whistling. | could whistle, so | wasn't tooafraidtorun
therapid. Bob offeredtolead medown, but I knew that he really wanted to do somein-
tense playing. And | knew what | neededto dotorun therapid. Sol declined hisoffer.

But typicd of what first-time runnersdo in rapids, in order toavoid the holein the
middle, | over-compensated and got too far Ieft. | flipped over. Thecurrent wasstrong
and | couldn't get my paddleinto position. | held out for abit andtriedto get it above
water, but it wasn't right. | hip-snapped anyway, and the next thing | knew | was up. |
wasdill inthemiddleof therapid and | paddiedfuriouslytotheshore. | couldn't be-
lievethat | had actually rolledinthe middledf al that turbulence. Andittook awhilefor
ittosinkinwhat | had done.

After that roll therest of theriver wasshear joy. Therewassomefear mixed withit,
but it wasgood fear, manageablefear. Thekind of fear that heightensyourssensesand
forcesyouto concentratefully on thetask of puttingyour boat whereyou wantit to be
Nothingfelt so good as comingto the take-out, knowing | had successfully paddled the
New. | wantedtodoit al over again, exhaustedas| was. That night, campingout, there
were no nightmaresto disturbmy slegp. Thefollowingweek my deeping pattern finally
reestablished itself,and for thefirst timein fivemonths| wasdeepingnormdly. The
nightmareswerevanquished, | could sleep through the night, and my lifewasreturning
tonormal. And onwhitewater| wasback, better than ever, and so wasthejoy in pad-
dling.

Editor's Note:
Nancy Peteraf’s, A PLANT CALLED SPOT, a book for childrenaged 4-7, with ¢
lustrations by Lilian Hoban, wasrecently published by Doubleday. &
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Falls of Canada's Maritime Provinces

Weddingvowsto " Love Honor and Obey" are
often made" Until the RiversRun Upgsream™ . But
how many newlywedstake their honeymoon at
the Bay of Fundy???

story by Steve Cournoyer, a.k.a. Duke Wavewalker

photos by Angela Caporelli

My friendsstarted to worry about mewhen| painted my
Chevy Malibu to match the graphicson my new squirt boat.

"Did you seethat car? That boy needshelp! He needs...”

Something had to be done.

Thewheelswereputin motion withasmple, "I'd likeyou to
meet afriend of ming"', at asummer beach blowout. Threeyears
later it led to the mutual recitationof "l dod"

September, 1993, Honeymoontime.

Being a New Englander who kayaksin the surf when our
creeksrundry, | scanned some mapsand came up with aplan.
Toour north | spotted milesof coastline. Giventhe right weather
conditions, namely anythingblowingeasterly, | knew that these
shoresshould featuresome big surf. Soundedlikeagood place
tolaunch amarriage to me.

Individually each of ushad traveled widdy, but until our hon-
eymoon we had not crossed any international borderstogether.
My new wife, Angela, had beenincrediblylucky. Until our mar-
riage she had never even been asked to open a bag when passing
through customs.

On theother hand, | wouldliketo haveadollar for every hour
that | have been detained and searched. Being the outdoor sports
oriented hippie/ student type, | dwaysmanageto arousethe sus-
picionsof border inspectors.

At the Canadiancustomsarea Angelasoon to discoveredthat
asman and wifewe would share many interesting experiencesto-
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forced (o make an emergency SLop at a
tourkst center, where a rafting brochure
caught my eye.

*Thidal Bore Rafting on the World Fa-
mous Shubenacadie River!" Wdl, thismer-
ited someattention! Theprintedschedule

callad for a decent thils in st & few houas
and wewerecloseby. Who could resist?

ol b ipress

Hﬂ:ﬂ' Canacda’s Maritime Proainces, Mova

E'#J_!i!.mﬂ Mowt Brunswick.
AT ETUINSE, SVETYOI Wik

Arriving ad the pat-in, we hooked up
with Bill Mackay, the proprietor and sole

—fthehe- ooff thve aforementioned mlling com-

pany. There was space anvadlable on his
oiilboard Avion raft, so Angela, & velsran
of the Zambezi, climbed aboard. Twocol-
lege coeds and a Japanese couplehad aso

nkﬂmrmllwmmm e W

signed on for the voyage:; none of them

wwmmm 208 with mach
St

had rafted before,
| sat in my Silon, the Widdemorede
SOpulri [ n Tor

iy honeymoon, an the steep bank of the
river, surrounded by sneaker suckingred
muck. | looked acrossthesilt-ladenriver,

Yes. ... Bore, Noll! which wasat | east 500 yardswide and fear
fdieticer tured fiercestandingwavesthat wereall
' %ﬁaﬁhfmtmﬂwm of six inches high! | was more than a Bitle
Wﬁ:ﬁl}:wmkmdh.wm&ed shepticnd, i
of Pundy £ sow the famous 1 osttered sommething like, “Tidal Bome

Mnmﬂdﬂnghmmk
e Pipiobd riud flats. Photos of this

mﬂwwn in the world... which may
b thie very riason why the Bay of Fundy ks
it'l.{:mm

,{;rhfmrc.rﬁnmm B0 rrufhes wde &t
it ANEAE:A50 miles ong and far less deep
ity _Mnreml:trtuaslm

'{W{ﬁmm fumnid twice a day crenting
i Hiligh ms fifty foct.
"It Shubenacadic River fecds into the
Bay of Fundy at the booming metropolis of
Multland (Population 354, inchding lve-
stock). Here the gigantic incoming tides
rus=h upstream right over the river’s out-
flow, like a Mack truck over agranny.
During our honeymoon weimmersed

Ripeodl™ uned “Edghteen mibes of O, muddy
sepwaier”, under my breath, All in all,
things did not kool very promising.

Then suddenly the tiny waves disagp-
peared and the water started to rise. A big
muddy rsh whisked us slong upstoesm.
My attitude toward the cxcursion reversed
itsedl’ 180 degrees as | glanced toward the
shore and ascertained our spesd. We
were mosing faster than a tax Ewyer
throwgh a loophole!

I trbed to siay clear of the mit. Al-
thonigh [ had & fast bl undemeath me,
the distanees were substantial. Bill, the
guide, puffed his cigar and peered through
his John Lennon sunglasses. At frst, |
saw litthe purpose to his maneuavers. His
mvodor puttered and he seemed (o ek any
senseof direction.

Then theriver madeitsfirst major
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a big water m.n.
paddied it on a dver l}&tﬂh-_ H,)' Tetniarsst

eatimation was 26,000 cfa. Bl motored
away and [ gave chase. Things were mov-
imgE st and 1 experienced the nosh of sud-

“denty gained kmowledge:

“Bill really knows this place... He current Lo find l,.l-.’l,:Rqa,q e
hearigs back untl the ddes bailt at 8 par- Finally | decided (b
thcnlar spot, then he moves on to the next.  swamps, hills snd dales b s ik
He's riding the bone itselfl” party. [ got plenty af i

“Boremelster Bill® hancled the mit like  the local farmers as | ©
o paddie powered boat, eddying out, ferry-  attived Inmy paddiing g 11 )
ing and surfing the big waves. All with my shoubder, cmmﬂth’m
great aplomb.... his cigar never even got mud,

wet! I could imagine what they were
As the river narrowed surfing waves *Shoot, Henrd, Shoot! I's

bilossomied amd, as the thial bore grew In thee: shizep peenl™

height, play spots formed. Some of these When | finally Iocated the

heles were quite unique, formed by water mmmmuummmﬁ&hnum
rushing over sand bars. | could side surf
these holes along the bar for hundreds of ‘q.@q.uja##”“
feet in one direction, dry sand just & few LTINS
feet in front of my bow. | would catch an
eddy for a few seconds while the dver

rose, then surf back abong the same line_.. Thital _yes. Bore.. tﬁnur,-l;.rm:?.,.-ll.,.-;;,-
on what was now & wave, formed as the LRy

sanidbar was Inundated and the hole
wishisd ol

It is hard to visslise and even harder
T e, Dt i WS presl e

Eight foot high mkdstream waves,
mmooth and glassy, eried out “Surf me!"
They lasted only a few minutes, then dis-
appeared, but during thedr short lives they
affered delightful Ades. Whirlpools formed
behind every shoreline obstruction, allow-  seaport of S John: mhm ;
i miz b stern squirt mysell dizzy, et petroleun refinery, nl.uy.- .ﬂ I

Bill knew where the action was. Under mlﬁuww i i y
his guidance it took us fve and a half and Labart's. We camped 5o

, howrs to complete the eighteen mile up- tasied] campigroune high' o]

stream ran bo the talie-oit. The dver fos. spectacular view of the M
busrd ] Seeniry, mach of 18 frmland, urique, like the city's main
bt il pointed out & slew of bald eagles. tion, the Beversing Falls. A
He has been monktoring some of their Here the mighty St. Jobn River dolides
nests for years. We passed under a rail- with the Atlantie. | had visited the Revers
road bridge which spanned some fantastic  ing Falls a year before on a spur of the mao-
eddy lines for squirting . Bill said that beé- et bachelor misadventure that irvolved
catse of the thiles & was one of the most sqquirt boats, beer and a Fust car, This prev.
difficiale railroid bricges 1o build in the ous excursion had nearly caused me to re-

I..l ...l.".ll'u
l\..'l\.

L ey -'{
y N e
.:I.'"-:E-.".' ey -."-'"-."-' A "'-3'

American Whitewsder JulypfAugast 15994




main a bachelor.

"Sothisiswhat youran off chasing
last summer?' Angelaobserved, staring at
theriver. "I thought it was some bimbo!™

Thelast eighty milesdf the450 mile
long . John River aretidal. Inthecity of
. Johnths massiveriver passesthrough
ahugegorgespanned by aforty foot ledge.
Bothaboveand belowthi s ledgetheriver
formspoolswhich ar e nearly 200 feet
deep.

Thetideshere reach 28feet, modest by
thestandards of the Bay of Fundy. Butthe
sheer volumedf theflow, 150,000cfs,

inspriational
only

WHITEWATER INSTRUCTION
VIDEOS

The Kayaker's Edge

This fast paced instructional video unlocks the secrets behind basic
and advanced stroke techniques, smooth surfing and sidesurfing,
rolling and bracing. 58 minutes.

"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

Solo Playboating!

Inspiring instructional video packet with information for open canoeists.
43 minutes.

"Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely
paced...fun to watch. * -Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Take the Wild Ride!

A highly entertaining, yet instructional, look at the world's best
freestyle kayakers. Their aerial stunts are incredible to watch.

C-17 Challenge

Citizen Ra%:_ehrI Workshop
, Nl
$19.9

Kayaking the Tioal Bores ana

.. it produces a mile long explosion d turbulence
the likesd which you have never seen. The “pulse
waves” In the eddiesaverage far fed in height.

makesup for the diminished gradientand
funneling. Whenthi s volumepasses
throughtwo channels, aroundthreeis
landsand over a hugeledge.. it produces
amilelongexplosiond turbulencethe
likesof whichyou havenever seen. The
"pulsewaves' in the eddiesaveragefour
feetin height.

Atlow tidetheriver flowsout, over
theledgeand through the gorge, forming
big rapidsand whirlpools. Later, thetide
starts tomoveinand,for abrief time, it
stopstheoutflow. Itisduringthis stale-
mate, which lasts only afew minutes, t et

instructional.
each.

each

[~ Available from your favorite whitewater store or send $29.95

4 shipping to: Kent Ford, Whitewater Instruction

Videos, 160 Hideaway Road, Durango, CO 81301 (303)259-
1361
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commercid river trafficcan makethe pas-
sage. .

Findly, asthetide continuestorise,
theseaflowsinland throughthe gorge,
fonning rapidsand whirlpool that are even
largert han those formed duringthe out-
flow. Thanks tothegravitational pull of
themoon, all of thi s happenstwice aday!

TheReversingFalls of theS. Johnis
probably thelargesttidal rapid in the west-
em hemisphere, if not theworld.

During my first outinghere | came
equipped withatiny New Wave Pro Jet
and acavdier attitude. Arrivinginthe
middledf the night, | wasonly ableto
scout theareanear the highway bridge.

"Nobigded,” | thought.

Early the next day, ignoring the sheer
immensity of the placeand migudgingthe
heightof thetide, | paddied out into the
first eddy lineto dosomesquirting. | was
immediately engulfed by awhirlpooal, dis-
appearingcompletely... drawn down fif-
teenfeet or morel

Not satisfiedwith thisnear mss, | pre-
ceded tor un the mainflow through the
center channel and over theledgeintothe
maw of thefals. Other boaters, locas
whowerejust arriving tosurf the excel-
lent wavesthat formedintheside cut
channel, redlized immediately that | wasn't
familiar with the place.

"Never been herebefore, eh? | can
tell. You putin where? You did what?2?'

Later they fed meintoavery large
hole.. asajoke!

“Oh....yeah! You cansurf that hole. |
did... justlast week."

After the show they mumbledsome-
thing about closing the border to those
without proof of good sense!

Butthi s timewould bedifferent. Thi s
timel wasarmed withmy Sion, biggerin
volumeand faster t han my Pro Jet.

I made my way acrossthe swift incom-
ingflow and bounced about on the three
foot highbrainwavesand bails. | even
paid avisit to my old nemesis, the whirl-
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pool at Split Rock, 5

Evenwiththelarger volumeboat |
wasdranvninto someseriousnyst ery
moves, but they were not as deep... or as
terrifyingasthe year before.

Bustoursstop frequentlyat the Re-
versingFlls Vistors Center. Sowhilel
paddledand played, Angdawasobliged to
explainkayaking to the vacationinggeriat-
rics.

“Yes... that’s my husband out there.
Yes.. thereissomethingwrong withhi s
brain. Lifeinsurance... yes..”

Adventuresin Strange Places

Admittedly the Tidal Bored the Bay
o Fundy and the ReversingFd | s of the S
John areabit off the beaten path for boat-
ers. And they surely offer somethingvery
different fromthe usual river fun. But with
alittleresearchyou canfind plenty of op-
portunitiestordt, canoeand kayak during
an excursionthrough the Maritime Prov-
inces.

It'sabeautiful area, agreat placeto
visit... just don't forget to bringyour boat.

Anyoneinterestedin visiting these
uniquewhitewater sitescan get a packet
of information,includingtidal flows,
dates, and maps, by sendingalarge SASE
manilaenvel opewith acoupleof dollars
to cover handling (and the priceof abeer)
to Duke Wavewdker, a.k.a. Steve
Cournoyer, p.o. box 27, Jamestown,
Rhodelsland 02835.

TicH BoreRafting Ltd. can bereached
at p.o. box 893, Stellarton, NovaScotia,
Canada BOK ISO (902) 752-08%90or 755
5560.

Officesof Economic Developmentand
Tourism: New Brunswick, 1-800 561-0123/
Nova Seetia; 1-800 341-60%6.



| Completeyourwhitewater library with an AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
~ Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage) Guideto Hydropower
*Revisedlistingd every whitewater river By JohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrowand Richard

nationwide .
Roos-Collins; cloth §29. 17.95($2.90
eRiver mapsfor all U Srivers Po";ige;’ ins $29.95/paper $ %

*Includesmileage, accesspoints, ratings A study of whitewater'smost seriousthreat
TheRiversof Chile AWA Safety Codes

By Lars Holbek, $5 ($1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 §.15
® A guideto morethan 20 Chileanrivers eThe original criteriadf boating safety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

It's nut how good you uatldle... it's how unml you look!
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— AWNA Embroidered Patches: $2
ANA Waterproof Decas. $.50
___Rodeo World Championship Posters$6 (postage$1)

e ]
5 - T " a8 o)
4 AL

American Whitewater VJuly/August 1094




A westem hoater reminisces about his buddy’s rapid
progression from novice to paddiing the outer limits.

by Larry Hays

Below: Ed Lucero goes for
broke in Colorado; Above: Ed
Lucerp...Hairboat Man

| first met Ed

Luceroat pool prac-
tice. | wastryingto
help someonelearn
toroll and duringa
break thiscompact
redhead in ared Mi-
ragepaddied over.
Hisboat wasaslong
asan SBN and as
pointed asachurch
steeple. Obvioudy
secondhand. Ed
said held been watchingmeteachand
askedif would | show him,too? | tiedto
describetheweirdnessdf rolling, warning
that it usually took quiteawhiletolearn. |
waspretty smug becauseafter two years
of swvimmingevervthing, | was beginning
togetariverroll.

Hafway through my explanation Ed
said, "Okay, | think | getit", and flipped

Evolution d a Hair Boater

over. Therewasthe expected thrashing,
and then hebailedout. Hedidn'tseem
flusteredthough and hegot back inthe
boat and, after listeningto aonly afew
morewordsof advice, heflipped agan.
AsEd wassetting up | wasthinking'This
guy will haveahard time— hedoesn'tlis
ten, hejust divesin."

But after asecond or two of struggling
and thrashing Ed rolled up, pretty asyou
please. You could have knocked me over
withaTeva. Fifteenminuteslater hewas
rolling offside, too.

| consoled mysdf with the thought
that it probably wouldn'tcomethat easy
ontheriver. Thenext timewewent pad-
dling, | invited Ed. Yes | waspetty
enoughto want to witnessthedebacle. |
judtified it by telling mysdlf that someone
would no doubt haveto rescue him and
that | waslooking out for hisbest inter-

American Whitewater v July/August 1994

ests.

To my great annoyance, Ed didn't
seem to haveany troublewith hisriver
rall. 1t wasn't muchlater that seasonthat
hewas rescuingms; not to mentiongiving
me hintson surfing and endering.

| soon discovered that Ed's commit-
ment to boating bordered on addiction.
After acoupled seasonsin the Mirage, he
bought a new boat he couldn't afford and
afancy, lightweight paddle. | stuck to ny
heavier paddlefor reasonsof economy
and durability — | usemy paddletheway
amountaineer doesan iceaxe.

But Ed wasnot only constantly push-
ing himsalf technically, he wasaways
lustingfor a new river. Whentherewas
nointeresting boatingin local rivers, hed
headtotheirrigationditch on theedge of
town and surf thewave created asit ex-
ited thetunnel under the highway.

We used totake epicroad ti pswhen
we could get thetime off, and it's thanks
to Edthat | got tor un great rivers likethe
Animas and the Arkansas. For our first
ti ptothe Arkansashe was packed up and
camped out on my front lawnwhen | got



Ed Lucero running Coolworld on the Big South

homeat 3 AM. Weleft at 3:30.

Ed kept improving at the sameincred-
iblerateand soon passed me by. Heran
Pine Creek, and after it failed to kill hi m
two or threetimes, | findly gotonit at low -
water. But that wasnear the end of our
boatingtogether. Neither of ushasthe
timeto doarunthat's not fun, and the suff
| likeisboring to hi mwhile hisstuff ister-
rifyingto me

Ed started running riversthat had been
tackled only a handful of times. You know,
the onesthat have the guidebook entry that
just says"Were omittingthisrun because
an excellent paddler died onit recently and
wewant to discourage othersfrom taking
theserisks'.

Hestarted doing creeksthat wereso
narrow, shallow and choked that they
could only be run at the height of the spring;
snowmelt, despitethefact that the water
wasdangeroudy cold and the season was
S0 younghone of uswereredly upto
speed, not even Ed. Oneseason hegot a
headstart by going paddlingon New Year's
Day. Hejokedthat hewascounting onthe

water flowing slower becauseit wasso
cold.

Oned thelast timeshetalked meinto
ahar runwasonthe Guadaupe. At least

another nameforit. It'san unlabeled,
twisty creek on maps. It wasmy second
or third trip of theseason and | wasfedling
abit shaky, but Ed had runit theweekend
before, and he had that lightin hiseyes
that said resistancewould be pointless
and therewould bero Plan B. We
scouted it fromthe road, and putinjust
below (thank God) aset of fdlsthat cas-
caded down 30 feet in about 20 feet of
choked boulderfield. Just likea beer
commercial, only bigger, and hungry for
meet.

Thefirst sectionseemed narrow but |
|ater realized thatthi s wasmy personal
bias— it wasthe widest theriver wasgo-
ingtobethat day. Thissectionwasina
rock canyon,which & least kept the brush
toanini num But it wassteep and rocky.
We paddled through classIV rapidsthat

would have beenfun had they not beenso

American Whitewater VJuly/August 1994

~ that'swhat hecdledit — somefolkshave |

continuousand pushy. | worried about
being ableto portageif | hadto. | prob-
ably could haveeddied out, but | had my
handsfull just paddling, and eddieswere
fewandsmall. | kept on becausewe'd
been ableto scoutthi s fromthe road and
we knew what to expect. Andindeed, it
went pretty well.

A sthe canyon opened up, theriver
stopped droppingso fast and brush
started crowding usfromthe banks. The
stream split and | followed a disappearing
Edtotheright — held warned meabout a
logjam held spotted ontheleft branchthe
week before. Just as| wasbeginningto
camdownit got redly tight and brushy
and that old tensionin the gut started coil-
ing up again. Ed wassomewhereahead of
me, lost inthe twisties as| ducked and
held my paddleparalle to the boat to
avoidthe brush.

| was beginningto wonder about Ed
when | roundedacurveand saw himin
the middled the stream. | wasrelieved
until | realized what | wasn't seeing— his
boat. Hewasn't movingforward,so |
drew right to keep from running him over,
and suddenly everything madesenseas|
washed up ontop of thelog that had him
trapped.

Fortunately (for me), the creek wasso
small that Ed's boat and body blocked the
hole under thelog, and the water level had
risen to the point where| could wash over

_it. Almost. Hisar ns werewrapped over
thelog and his boat was pinned under-
neath amost sideways, threateningto roll
hi munder thewater. | wasstill teetering
ontop of thelog when Ed grabbed meand
hauled himsdlf up and out of hisboat
against the current. Westepped acrossto
anisandand got our witsback together as
we discussed the new log and watched his
boat dowly bend moreand more under
theforcedf thewater. WeriggedaZ-drag
off abush and eventualy extricated his
boat.

Welet hisboat warmin thesun and
jumpedonittostraightenit out (don't you
just lovetupperware?). It waslooking
pretty good, exceptfor onelast dent,
which we popped out with aflotationbag
threaded under the seat and inflated. |
wasall for taking off the Guadalupeand
walking to thetruck, but Ed wasn't having
any of that. Wefinally compromised by



scouting downstream until | wascon-
vinced the river wasfusetogetherintoa
reasonablestreamand play nice. We
reached the truck with only psychol ogical
scarring.

O course, most of that was mine; Ed
wanted to head farther upstreamand
makear un down, takingout just upstream
of thefalls. By cgoling, pleading, and out-
right lying about the difficulty of therun he
got meto reluctantly agree, providedwe
took it very easy and scouted everything.

I never scouted so muchin my life.
That one afternoon probably did morefor
my river readingand precision paddling
skills than a whole averageseason, be-
causesuddenly it mattered. Thi ngs were
going tensely but wel until 1 missed my
line coming out of an eddy and wasswept
over by abush hanging over theriver. It
wasa bad day for shrubbery.

Bouncing along the bottom knowingl
wasoff my linewastoo muchfor me, sol
popped out of my boat likeawatermelon
seed and headedfor shore, towing the
boat, but without apaddie. Theswvim
wasn't too bad and just as| washoping
that Ed had gotten my paddle, he ap-
peared, high-steppingthrough the riverside
thorn bushesat Mach One, tearing a path
upstreamwith pure momentumand deter-
mination.

We sat for afew minutes, me gethering
my witsand Ed quietly bleedingfroma
milliongouges. After searching down-
stream for the paddlefor about an hour
and finding only increasingly scary boat-
ing, we hiked out to the road and hitched
tothetruck.

Ed kept gettingon harder and harder
creeks, and | fell back to classIIl and IV
‘play' water. He'srun the Upper Box of the
Rio Grande, the Embudo, the Rio Pueblo
deTaos, the Upper Animas, and the Big
South section of the Cachedela Poudre,
includinga coupleof dropsthat had only
beenrun onceor twice. Hedecidedtoen-
ter the Gore Canyon race two daysbefore
the deadline, threw hi s gear onthetruck,
and headed north, having never seen the

river. Herantheracesectiononceanden- -

tered theracethe next day in hisCrossfire.
Hefinished the race (an achievementinit-
«f) withatimed 22 minutes, not far off
the pace set by thefiberglassboats.

Ed's something

between a demi-god | nenasnt given uphair boating, I used o

and apariahto local
boaters Now- half of
them are impressed,
the other half think
he's crazy.

Thereare other boaterswhoareas
good asheis or better, but nobody el se
got onthe hair runs so quickly after start-
ing out and nobody el se doesthemwith
moresavageglee. Ed doesn't seemtoin-
tend to stop, either- after several trips
down the Embudo (class V), hedecidedit
would befuntorunitinasquirt boat.

Granted, it wasaplasticsaui rt boat,
which isfortunatebecause hewasdrag-
ging theriver bed for most of thetrip. The
Embudo hasseveral closgly spaced verti-
cal dropsand hespent alot of time under-
water, hoping his boat would surfacebe-
forethenext drop. Onesectiond the -
river wasa cartwheelingfree-for-al,
wherehe had no control and wasjust
hangingonfor survival. Ed waslucky.

Thiswasthefirsttimeinalongtime
held beenterrifiedin akayak and heisn't
planningtosqui rt the Embudo gain. But

American Whitewater v July/August 1994

| think that a big enough dose of fear would
changehim, but now | know it won't.

Recently Ed returned to the upper
Guadalupe and finishedther un that he
and | bailed off twoyearsago. Hesays
that it wasjust aswell that wetook off
wherewe did becausejust downstream
theriver digsitself into a ot canyon, diffi-
cult to portage, then windsthough alog
jamtoatwotieredfallswithahdf twist.

Accordingto Ed athreefootdropina
narrow chute blastsstraightinto arock
face, forcing the water to spiral left over a
20footdrop. Inthemiddledf thisaguatic
ricochet, thewater that hasstrained
through thelog jam slamsin from theleft
side. Ed saysthe cascadethat we saw and
dodged downstreamis easy by compari-

| son,and | believehim

Thisdrop has never beenr un, and
Ed's partnersfor thetrip wereall happy to
leaveit that way, but not Ed. Heranit.
And hewill again. Hecallsit 'Extreme

_Dream.

Il probably never see'Extreme
Dream' - | suredon't want to paddleit. But
I'll toast Ed's success, wish himluck, and

"listentohi's stories. And I'l defend Ed

against the peoplewho say he's crazy- he's
not, just obsessed... and very, very good.

P=

Hairboat man in his natural environment



FLORIDA PADDLING FESTIVAL SLATED

The Governorand Cabinet of Florida
have proclaimed October as H_.ORIDA RIV-
ERSMONTH. Thisyear, asfor the past
seven years, the FloridaCanoeingand
Kayaking Associationwill host theannual
A_ORIDA PADDLING FESTIVAL.

September 30, and October 1 & 2 are
thedatesfor thisyear. 1t will be held at
beautiful Gold Head Branch State Park
near Gainesville. Thisoutstandingfacility
has myriad hiking trails, milesof biking o p
portunities, four lakes, and the unique,
Gold Head Branchravine. Therearefur-
nished cottagesas well asshady campsites.
Thescenic &. Johns River isnearby, asis
Black Creek.

FCKA'’s Festival Committeehas been
hard at work to makethisyear's Festival
one of Florida's most outstandingoutdoor
events. Nationa ly known paddlerswiill
present clinicsand workshopson all as-
pectsdf canoeing, kayaking, seakayaking,
and canoesailing. Alargeexhibit areawiill
featurethe newest productsavail ablefor

For Immediate
Release

The5th annual Great Falls Rapid
Raceisscheduled for 8:00-
11:00a.m. on September 10,1994.
Thisyear the race has been moved
to early September so asnot to co-
incidewiththe ChampionInterna
tional Salom Seriesandto better
guaranteethewater level. This
uniquewhitewater event pitsex-
pert boatersagainst the powerful
currentsof the Great Flsonthe
Potomac River. The spectacular
"Spout”, avertical 22 foot drop pro-
videsathrilling climax to the race.
Each year there are wipeoutsby
racerswho have migudgedthe
"Spout".

Thereare no gatesor obstaclesin
rapid racing. The objectiveisraw speed
over anintimidating section of rapidsthat
drop S0feetinascant few hundred yards.
Each competitor will get two mms over

paddling, hiking and camping. The
country'sleading manufacturersof pad-
dling craft, gear, and accessorieswvill be
on handto demonstratetheir wares, and a
spaciouswaterfront demonstrationarea
wiill enabl e participantsto get on-water
experiencewith boatsand equipment.

Other activitiesinclude paddling trips,
races, games, a used equipment saleand
an auctionand raffle.

Gold Head Branch State Park iscen-
trally located off SR.21, six miles north of
KeysoneHeights. Itisapproximately460
milesfrom Key Wes and 415 milesfrom
Pensacola It is45 milessouth of Jack-
sonville, 50 mileswest of St. Augustine,
and 95 milesnorth of Orlando. 1-75and I-
95 are near by.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
Butch Horn (407)369-1983 or writeto the
FloridaCanoeing and Kayaking Associa
tion, Inc. PO. Box 20892, West Pam
Beach, A 33416

the coursewith the best time countingfor
thefinal results. Paddlersfromacrossthe
country are expected to compete, includ-
ingsomeof theU.S OlympicTeam as
well asother U.S. and International Team
members. Theboaterscompetefor the
personal chalengeaswell as prizesdo-
nated by outdoor equipment manufac-
tures. Theeventissanctioned andin-
sured by the American Canoe A ssociation
and run under guiddinesestablished by
the National Park Service. Inaddition,al
o theracersare registered with
Maryland's Department of Natura Re-
sources. Theracecan beviewed fromthe
VirginiaSided GreatFd|s Park. If the
Potomac River istoo high, therace may
be postponed.

Theraceislimited to the first 90 com-
petitorsto enter. Theentry feeis$20 ($25
for nonrACA members) and includesa
custom race T-shirt and an awards
brunch. Thedeadlinefor entriesisSep
tember 5th. Alatefee o $10will be
chargedfor entriesat therace.

Toreceivean entry form, call or write
to:

American Whitewater Affiliation
8630 Fenton Street, Suite910
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301)589-9453 Fax (301)589-6121
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Pacific
Northwest
Race Series

Continues

Provided by the league
of Northwest
Whitewater Racers

July 2-4

Gallatin Whitewater Festival
Bozeman, Montana

Guy Erb (406)587-7575

July 910

Payette Round-Up
Banks,|daho

Bruce Bigtline (208)345-3654

July 16-17

Nugget Whitewater Rodeoand
Mini Sldom

Rogue River

Scott Larson (503)772-9743

July 23-24

Sauk River Race

Darrington, \Washington
JennieGoldberg (206)933-1178

July 30-31

White Salmon Downriver and Class
2d9dom

Husum, Washington

Bill Bowie (503)281-7765

September 17-18

American River Festival
Sacramento, Cdifornia
Susan Debret (916)626-3435

October 1-2
ClackamasFal Classic
Estacada, Oregon
(503)281-5042

October 8-9

Nooksack Races
Glacier, Washington
Peter Kod (604)324-1401




Seexdng a soientific solution t0 an age old problem,

1 SMELL
A RAT””’

| havelongheld an
interest in environmen-
td issuesaffecting pad-
dlers. My solutionto
the problemof air bag
dimehasreceived
widespread praise, es-
pecidly fromthe
survivaist wing of the
boatingcommunity.

Recently, anewis-
sue cameto my atten-
tion. A friend com-
mented the other day,
aswetook off the Up-
per Y ough, about how
awful hiswet suit boo-
tiessmelled. | think the
term“Toxic Wagte
Dump" was mentioned.

Now, this particular
friend hasan odor prob-
lem. Onatwo week trip
to Idaho, hetook only
two shirtsand no de-
odorant. Hewasnot
very popular, until we
found alaundromat. He
did well in the washer,
but came out of the
dryer alittlewrinkled.

However, | cannot
attribute hiswet suit
bootie problemto his
bad grooming habits.
All of ushavesmely
wet suit booties. If you
don't, you don't paddie.
It'sassmpleasthat.

| decided to investi-
gatethi s problem. |
haveascientistfriend|
call uponinsituations
likethisfor expert ad-
vice. | phoned hi mthe
other day about the
smelly wet suit booties.
"Bob,thisisBill
Hay...”
| quickly redialed,
cursingdl thewhilethe
problemsweve had
withthe phonessince
the breakup of AT&T,
"Bob, sorry about that.

I'm having phone prob-
lems”
Bobsighed, "What
can | dofor you, Bill?'
"Wadl,I'vegotths
problemwith wet suit
booties. They smell.”
"Bill, what are wet
suit bootiesand why
shouldn't they smell?'
"Let meget back to
you onthat, Bob," | an-
swered.

A couplecf days
later, | called Bob back.
"Bab, | did somere-
search and here'swhat |
found. Wet suit booties
are.."

Inan uncharacteris-
tically rude manner,
Bob brokein, "Bill, |
know what wet suit
bootiesareand | know
they smell bad. What do
you want metodo
about it?"

"Tdl mehowto
curethe problem.”

Bob's keenscien-
tificmind went towork;
"Haveyou tried baking
soda?"

"es"

"Leavingthemin the
sunlight?”

"Sure"

“Soaking themin
bleach?"

"OF course."

"Odor eaters?"

"Naturaly."

"Right Guard?'

"Bob, I'vetried ev-
erything,"| replied.

“Hmmm.” Bob
seemed stumped. Hein
vestigatedfurther."Bill,
how do these booties
getsosmdly?'

"On the Cheat,
Yough, Tygart, New,
Gauley, Russl| Fork,
WhiteSand Creek, Little

Salmon, Snake, Boise,
Payette..”

| cursedthe phone
company and triedto
"e-establish connection
with Bob. Noluck. |
called my Congressman
nstead tolobby for a
relephone systemlike
that onefoundin Rus-
Sa

A few dayslater,
however, | did reach
3ob, “Bill, | think I've
got asolution to your
problem.”

"Gredt," | answered.
“What isit?'

Okay. Dothefol-

owing:

First, takeyour boo-
i esoff.

Second, placethem

nalargezplock bag.

Third,f i aglassjar,
a largeone, with hydro-
<hloric acid.

Fourth, placethezip
ock inthejar contain-
ngtheacid.

Then, waitthirty

minutes.

Findly, pick up your
telephone, call NOC,
and order a new pair of
booties.”

| wassuspicious.
Th s sounded liketoo
smpleasolutiontoa
problem that hasvexed
boatersfor years. "Bob,
areyousureth s will
work?'

"CF course,” here-
pliedalittletoo testily
for my taste. "Why
shouldn't it?"

"Widl, what about
theacid?'

"Oh, I forgot, Bill.
Then,youdrink it."

I'm notsurel'll try
thisone. Sciencehasits
limitations..

s
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| ADK Genesee Chapter

| c/o Jerry Hargrave

| 47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

| ADK Schenectady

do MikeSherin

12 Van Brummel Lane
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

AdobeWhitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC Berkshire Chapter
/o Mike Zabre

34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
doJm Cavo

3B Chester Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

AMC ConnecticutChapter
doJan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Maine Chapter
/o Wolfgang W. Kaiser
PO. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

AMC New Yak

/o Trudy L. Wood

41 W, 96th St., Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMCSE. Mass.

t/o Mak Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
PO. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

AppaachianPaddling
Enthusiasts

c/o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Envin, TN 37650

Arkansas Canoe Club
P.O. Box 1843
LittleRock, AR 72203

AtlantaWhitewater Club
P.O.Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating
Society

¢/o Karin Papenhausen
918 E. Knapp #5
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Bayou City Whitewater
Club

P.O. Box 980782
Houston, TX 77098

Beartooth Paddlers
P.O. Box 20432
Billings, MT 59104
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Birmingham Canoe Club
P.0. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

[3le Ridge River Runners
2.0. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Bluegrass Wildwater
.bsoc.

2.0. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

3oat BustersAnonymous
2061 Hemingway Ave
Dakdale, MN 55128

£3uck Ridge Ski Club
P.0. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out Canoe Club
Y0 Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

iZanoe Club of Greater
Harrisburg

©/o Mary Klaue

R.D. 1,Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

Canoe Cruisers
.bsociation

1YO Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
“Washington, DC 20003

Carolina Canoe Club
P.0. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Central GeorgiaRiver
unners

2.0. Box 6563
Macon, GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Palatine, IL 60067

ChotaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 8270
Univergity Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

©/o Adventure Quest
PO. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeistslinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colorado Rocky Mtn.
School

¢/o Bob Campbdl
1493 Rd. 106
Carbondale, GO 81623
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Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, GO 80155-4315

E. Tennessee Whitewater
Club

P.O.Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

Foothills Paddling Club
P.O. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State Canoe Club
c/o Tony Baroni

RR 2, Box 8704-C
Milford, PA 18337

GeorgiaCanoeing Assoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GeorgiaTech ORGT
c/o Suzanne Beaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

G.L.O.P.

c/o James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater Baltimore Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041-
1841

HeadwatersPaddling
Assoc.

Box 1392

Bozeman, MT 59715

Holtwood Hooligans
c/o Dave Rostad

922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoosier Canoe Club
c/o DaveEllis

4770 N. Kesder Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

Housatonic Area Canoe &
Kayak Squad

¢/o EJ. McCarthy

351 Route 7

West Cornwall, CT 06796

HuntsvilleCanoe Club
P.O. Box 52
Huntsville AL 35804-0052

Idaho RiversUnited
©/o Wendy Wilson
Box 633

Boisg, ID 83701

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
c/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, 19U

Pocatello. ID 83209
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Kansas Citv Whitewater
Club

Yo G. RebeccaStark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64110

Kayek & CanoeClub of
Boston

Yo Peter Cogan

Bax 123

Putney, VT 05346

Kayaking |-V

do Schumacher

471 Hagemann Dr.
Livermore, CA 94550

[ koony

/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Garrison, NY 10524

KedhaulersCanoeClub
/o John A. Kobak

1649 Allen Drive
Westlake, OH 44145

Langng Oar & Paddle Club
doJay Hanks

PO. Box 26254

Lansing, Ml 48909

Leaping Loungeli zards
c/o Rick Norman
337E. Green S.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard Canoe Club
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Vdley CanoeClub
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower ColumbiaCanoe
Club

11231 NE DavisStreet
Portland, CR 97220

Meramec River CanoeClub
c¢/o Earl Biffle

26 Lake Road

Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Vdley Paddlers
¢/o George May

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

Metropolitan Canoe &
Kayak

P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, Ny 11202-0040

MinnesotaCanoe Assoc.
P.O. Box 13567
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Missouri Whitewater
ASOC.

¢/o Dde Brown, President
5576 Pershing Avenue, #11

—St. Louis, MO 63112

L |

Mohawk CanoeClub
15 AndreaLane
Trenton, NJ 08619

National Park Service
Upper DelawareS&RR
PO.Box C
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

NORS

c/o Mary McCurdy
Box 6847

Colorado Springs, QO
80904

Ontario VoyageursKaysk
Club

PO. Box 41

Addaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2H8
Canada

Outdoor Adventure
Program

Bldg. 2807

Mt. HomeAFB, ID 83648-
5000

Outdoor Centredf New
England

10 Pleasant St.
MillersFals, MA 01349

Outdoor Recreation
Program

Building 420

University o Utah

Salt Lake City, UT 84112

Ozark Wilderness
Waterways

P.O. Box 16032
Kansas City, MO 64112

PaddlingBares
P.O. Box 22
Milltown, NJ 08850-0022

PalmettoPaddlers
@8 Mandy Maer
284 Shordline Drive
Columbia, SC 29212

PerceptionKayak Club
c/o PerceptionlInc.
1110 Powdersville Rd.
Eadley, SC 29640

Philadel phiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19128

PikesPeak Whitewater
Club

c¢/o Sarah Dentoni

533 North Wahsatch
Avenue

Colorado Springs, GO
80903-3001

Rhode Idand Canoe
Association
c/o DaveHevner

+— 254 Bailey Woods Road
. Brooklyn, CT 06234
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River Rendezvous
PO. Box
Teluride, GO 81435

River Touring Section
SierraClub- Angeles
Chapter

©/o Dave Ewoldt

9624 Saluda Avenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

Roanoke County Parks &
Rec.

c/oBi Sgrinia

1206 Kesdler Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

San Juan College Outdoor
Program

¢/o Steven Mdlody

4601 College Boulevard
Farmington, NVl 87402

SequoiaPaddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

SierraClub Loma Prieta
c/o Dave Kim

3309 Oxford Lane

San Jose, CA 95117

SierraClub RTS

¢/o LynneVen Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevadaWWw Club
¢/o CharlieAlbright
7500 Gladstone Drive
Reno, NV 89506

Smith River Vdley Canoe
Club

B8 Harry B. Rhell,
President

15 Cleveland Avenue
Martinsville,VA 24112

Spokane Canoe & Kayak
Club

PO. Box 819

Spokane, WA 99210

Steep Creek Films
4104 Shoal Creek
Boulevard

Ausgtin, TX 78756

TexasWhitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Ausgtin, TX 78763

ThreeRivers Paddling Club

c/o Barry Adams
811 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
c/o MikeSidell

—626 LouisianaAvenue

Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners
P.O. Box 24094

| Winston-Salem, NC 27114404
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U. of Maneat Machias
Library

9 O'Brien Ave
Machias, ME 04654

8

University of Tennessee
Canoe& Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996-2900

University of Utah
Outdoor Recreation
Program
Building420

Sdt Lake UT 84112

Viking Canoe Club
PO. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

B8 Irv Tolles

36 Bay Street
Muanchester, MEH 104

i

West Virginia Wildwater
As0oC.

P.O.Box 8413

S Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.O. Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildcat CanoeClub
¢/o Miched Ranstead
3425 E. 106th St.
Camd, IN 46032

Willamette Kayak & Canoe
Club

P.O. Box 1062

Corvallis, CR 97339

Zoar Vdley Paddling Club
¢/o Keyth Holdsworth
RD1

Jamestown, Ny 14701
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Editor's note: The American
Whitewater Affiliation doesnot advo-
categluttony, smoking, drinking,
drug taking, sexual intercourse, sa-
dism, masochism, Maoism, Marxism,
Darwinism, bed wetting, thumb
sucking, speeding, running red
lights Orfailing toput ONES trashin
the bin & McDonald's.

Playing badminton, being politi-
cally correct, going to churchand
eating bran cereal iSokay.

Weallow Jonathan K&tz to report
the exploits & hisband d renegade,
hooligan boatingfriends only be-
cause wewant t0 make therest d the
boating community avared their
deplorable behavior. (Thefact that
Jonathan Kaz always ssnds hisar-
ticlesinon time, unlike certain
other contributors that we won't
mention here, has nothing to do with
it.... reyl)

We must, however, advise our
more sensitive readers that thefol-
lowing articlecontains material that
isdecidedly adolescent in nature.

READ ON AT YOUR OWN R

by Jonathan Katz

“Two hundred thousand c.f.s. One
hundred sixty-twofeet straight down.
Probably ClassSix. But you can't letthe
numbersscareyou."

Kenny Omaha, leering and blasted,
leaned onthescarred oak bar of the De-
pot, ahd f killed liter of Crown Royd
clenched in hisfist, commandingrapt si-
lence. A packedhousedf boaters, bikers,
drinkers, physicists, wetsuit model s, fac-
tory workers, chemistsand touristshung
on hiswords, waitingfor answersto the
unanswered looming questions.. Why and
How. Why had Omahapaddiedacanoe
over NiagaraFalls?How hed he survived?
Only Yvonne, the giant blonde goddess
freshly liberatedfrom Ontario, knew the
answers. But she had healed Omaha's
broken heart, and she had kept hisse
crets. Therest of usknew only that he
wasspeaking hereand now, at the party
McBride wasthrowing to celebrate
Omahas incrediblereturn from the dead.

Omahabelievedinlubrication: hed
gotten all bonged upin hisvan early that
evening, then guzzled K eystones, Molsons
and Canadian whisky al night, tamping
down the juicewith the Depot's high calo-
rie, highfat, highsa't, high spicebar food.
He careened aroundthe room, slapping
backs, pinching buitts, celebratingto the
electriccountry and hard-drivenrock ‘n’
roll of Boof Boys, the houseband. Findly,
after grabbingthe miketo join the group
in aspirited, thoroughly raunchy rendition
o "Fat Bottom Girls”, hetold histale.

"l wasjust letting Arden use mefor
my body,"hesaid. "Butit crushed me
when sheleft mefor akayaker, evenone
ashbigand screwed up as Chopper. If
she'd dumped mefor another open boater
| wouldn't havecared.”

“| decided to kill mysdlf, but | couldn't
figureout how. Shoot mysdf and dielike
arat inthedump? Overdoseand waste
good drugs? Exhaustgaswouldn't
work—my van kept stalling. But Niagara
Fdls—wha away to go!"
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"Thead manager from Molson was
desperateto film someone—anyone—go-
ing over thefals. Hed asked Hardsell,
U'Rine, DeGecko, Largehill—dl the
hotshot boaters had turned him down. |
washislast hope. And when he offered
meahundred grand a year for ten yearsit
wasall | could dotosay no. But | toldhi m
| wanted C. O. D.—cash or degth: the
money he promised plusa million morein
small bills, waitingfor meinadry bagat
the takeout.”

Thead man didn't flinch. "Youwant
Canadianor U.S?" heasked.

" Americanmoney for the American
Fals'" 1 toldhim. If | died,good. If |
lived, I'd berich. A win-winsituation."

Omahadisappearedfor a month be-
fore hisdescent of NiagaraFalls.

"| dropped out to focus ontherun.
Boxersknow that sex isbad for your legs,
and | figured if | paddlied horny | might
live: I'd havesomething tolook forward
to. Sol quit women, went up tothe
Taureau and shot sometrees.”

"l never scouted the Falls.”

Theactual r un wassurprisingly
straightforward. "NiagaraFallsisan easy
rapid. Just paddle up tothe edgeand
launch. But the holeat the bottomisthe
mother of all holes.™

Omaha's body took asavage pounding
inthe hydraulicat the base of the Falls.
Butths waswhitewater abuse, and hedd
takenplenty o that before.

"I recirculatedfor ten minutesor so,
andwhen | findly got freel wasinacave
behindthefalls. | crawled up ontoarock
and passed out. When| cameto my
Timex was working: |'d been asl eep half
anhour. Nearasl couldfigure, | was
dive. |lost my boat and my favorite
Smith & Wesson. | brokea couple ribs
and a couple fingers, and earned two mil-
liondollars. Not badfor five minutespad-
dling. Sol crawled out theend of the
Falls, onto the Canadianside. Assoonasl
stood up the Park Policesaw me."
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“The big cop pulled hisgun. "Jevous
arrete!” hesaid. Thelittlecop pulled his
gun. "Youre under arrest!" hesaid.

"Thenthe big cop said "Pasun geste! "
andthelittlecoptold meto "freeze."

"Thenthebig cop said "Haut les
maind" andthelittlecop said" Put your
handsup™

"I'd had enough of this,sol saidin En-
glish, "If | freeze | can't put my hands up,
andif | put my handsup | can't freeze. So
make up your damn minds. | just ran
Niagara Fallsand I'm in no mood for your
garbage.”

"l guessl pissed them off. They
kicked the crap out of me."

Omahas body took asavage pounding
at thehandsdf the Canadian Park Police.
But thiswas physical abuse, and he had
taken plenty of that before.

"After they beat meup they told meit
wasapark ruleto stomp anyonewhowas
stupid enoughto go over the Falsin abar-
rel. When| toldthem I'd open boated it
they said their policy didn't cover canoes.
They weresorry, but they wouldn't let me
gotothetake out to get my money. They
got meloaded on codeineand whiskey
andtossed my assinjail."

Inthe morning the Park Policepre-
sented Omahato the magistrate. He de-
clared Omahacrazy and committed himto
Penatanguishine Mental Hedlth Center in
Ontario until he wassane enoughto stand
trial. At the asylum the warden saw
Omahasbumpsand bruisesand immedi-
ately sent him to the infirmary for medical
attention. Theduty nurse was Y vonne
Delameure, avol uptuoussix foot blonde
whowasskilled in subduingviolentin-
mates. Omaha, long unlaid, took onelook
at her and melted.

IGET R EAL WET

Smokestack Boatworks
164 Wildwoocl Avenue
East Lansdowne, PA 19050
215-822-08605

"Shewaked into my room and our
eyesmet. Sheamiled. | smiled. Shesaid,
'Y ou're the most beautiful man in the mad-
house' Theninonesmooth motionlikea
flower opening she pulled her dressup
over her head. Underneathshewasna
ked."

Omahds body took asavage pounding
at thehandsdf Yvonne. Butthi s was
sexual abuse, and hecouldtakedl he
could get.

Everybody inthe bar listened as
Omahadescribed the detail sdf the physi-
cal therapy Yvonnelavished on him—in-
cluding Yvonne, who sipped her Keystone
and glowed. Nobody wasready whena
dozen Rabid Dogsroared up ontheir
Harley hogs, kayaksstrappedto their roof
racks, and crashed through thefront door
of the Depot. They had comefor business,
not pleasure, and they took the party by
storm.

AX, leader of the Dogs, wasresplen-
dentin afloor lengthtool ed | eather over-
coat and red cravat. Hestrode up to
McBride, flanked by hislargeand greasy
henchmen. Thetall biker next to Ax had
acrossshaped scar on hisforehead. Ax
introduced him. "McBridethisis
Phillips. Wecall him Phillipsbecausehes
no ordinary flat-headed screw. Phillips
hasa problem and he needs your help.
Comewith us, please.”

Refusa wasout of the question.
McBridetook Chopper, Gunsmithand me
for backup. Wefollowed Ax and hisen-
tourage out into the parking lot, and down
thewindingfive mile road to McBride-
OmahaHeadquarters. Inthe boardroom,
Phillipswasconcise. "The NYFD ishold-
ing my brother Ron on abad drugrap. We
want revenge. Copsdrink city waterin
thestationhouse. Esopus Creekispart of
New York City's water supply. Thereisa

| releasescheduled tomorrow. | want you

tohelpmedumpabarre of acidintothe
Esopus.”
"It goestotally against my grainto pol-

luteariver," said McBride.

"Were not goingto pallutethe
Esopus. Were goingto enhanceit."
"Besides," McBride continued, "Nitric
1 isthestrongestacid you can buy without a
prescription. Evenabig barrel of nitric
will bedilutedto nothing by thetimeit
getsto Midtown Manhattan."
"Forgetnitric," said Phillips,"Were
talking lysergic here."
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"Lysergic?' asked Chopper. "Never
aeard of it."

"Yesyou have,"said Ax, smiling. "Ly-
sergicacid diethylamide. Orangesun-
shine. LSD. Were goingto send eight mil-
lion New Y orkersonarivertrip."

McBridewasshaken. He knew he
s>wed the Dogsa blood favor, but—spike a
river with hallucinogens? So, feebly, here-
sisted."Wherethe hell am | supposed to
ot abarrel of LD?'

Gunsmith tapped some keyson a com-
puter terminal and spoke. "Don't worry,
Bam Bam. It'sinstock. Hfty gallons, Bay
14"

“This isaterribleidea" McBride sput-
tered, but Ax cut him off, motioningtoan-
other one of the Dogs. "Mr. McBride, this
isSlits. Hewill explainthe death of a
thousand cuts.”

Slitswasa cheerful,dapper man. His
colorswerecleanand pressed. He
stepped forward, hand outstretched, amil-
ing, atwinklein hiseye. Hisrap was
smooth, convincing,likea used car dealer
talking up alatemodd. "Yes sir. Heluva
way to go. Nothinglikeit. Anold fash-
ioned razor bladeworksbest. Westart
with thelittletoe. Shallow cuts, real su-
perficial,don't want to nick an artery.
Sicksicksicksicksick." Hewaved hisright
hand back and forth, dicingmotions.

"Thenlonger cutsdownthe sole.
Sssick. Sssick. Sssick. Nottoofast. Pac-
ingiseverything. Remember,it'sa mara-
thon, not asprint. You don't want to over-
whelmthe senses. Mog people stay
awakethroughthewholething. Welavish
attentionon thesensitive parts, the tip of
the nose, thetip of almost anything. Youll
only screamfor thefirst coupleof days,
and probably died thirst. Yessir.
Hdluvaway togo. Nothinglikeit.”

McBrideraised hishand. Helooked
pale, but hisvoicewas podtive. "You're
right, AX. Itsagreat plan. Andthe sooner
the better. Anybody want to go tonight?"

The next morning was beautiful, warm
and clear. Chopper lifted the cold gray
barrel into the back of Axs van. | readthe
label: McBride’s Own 100% Pure Extra
Virgin LSD-25, Vintage 1969. Ax told
McBride, Omahaand meto ride with him.
Hewasdriving. A platinum blonde biker
babe named Holly Davidson would ride
shotgun. Hemotionedtothebarrel."Lets
tasteit," hesaid.

McBridewasincredul ous. ™Y ou want
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totake LD and go kayaking??”
"Sure. Why not?'
"Soundslikeagoodideatome” said
Omaha, showingnoill effectsfromthe

Holly gave usan electricsmile. "Ax
likesto party. Youshouldhumor him. Af-
ter dl, hehelpedsaveyour friend."

| shuddered, rememberingthe rescue
of Omaha, theinsanemidnightr un down
theflooded Petawawa, the brutal swimI'd
taken, the overwhel mingfirepower the
Dogs commanded and theshock of seeing
Omahaadliveandin love after hisplunge
over Niagara Fdls "Dowehavea
choice?'

"Ask Slits" said Ax, pullinga micropi-
pettefrom hispocket. That wasnot a
choice. Hetwistedopenthebungonthe
barrel. "Fivehundred microgramsseems
about right.”

Thiswoke up the chemistin McBride.
"Five hundred!!

Timothy Leary was blowing mindswith
three hundred. Hdl, that's all the Beatles
ever took!"

"The Bestlesdidn't paddle,” Ax ex-
plained." Stick out your tongue."

Ax dosed each of uswithatiny droplet
of tastelessclearliquid. Hedid thesame
for histroops. Tenminuteslater wed for-
gotten all about it, asour caravan roared
off towardthe putin, atwo hour ride
avay.

It wasjust Like any other rivertrip. We
talked of riversand rapidsand paddling
adventurespast and futureaswe drove
into the Catskills, toward the put-inat
Allaben. But whenwe approached
Phoenicia Ax becameagitated. Hegave
McBrideadirty look and mumbled to
Hally. | asked her what waswrong. She
gavemethat ten kilowatt smileand ex-
plained.

"Ax dropped the acid two hours ago
and hedoesn't fed it yet. He hates bad
drugs, t hi nks they're awasteof histime,
and he's getting mad at McBride. Hetold
methere's aydlow jacketsnest inthe
ground near hisback porch. If he doesn't
get high helll stake Bam Bam out naked on
topof it."

| glancedat McBride. Hewasstaring
out thewindow. | wassure hedid not
want to bestaked out. “Tell Ax that
McBrideisa Professor of Recreational
Chemigtryat Yde He knowswhat he's
doing."

Tenminuteslater werolled uptothe
putin. It wasn't crowded. | hopped out
d thevan. | could hear the water rushing
out of the aqueduct into Esopus Creek,
and seetheglimmer of boaterschanging
inthewoods. "Ax,"| said, "theresmove-
mentinthetrees."

Ax lookedlongand dow, and a huge
grinspread acrosshisface, "Yes | seeit.
| seeit quiteclearly. Itsgoingtobea
beautiful day."

We unstrapped our boatsfrom the ve-
hiclesasthe acid took hold. Thegray
granite patternin theplastic of my new
Minuet S looked complex and beautiful.
Thedew onthe hull gleamedin the bright
morning. Everyone'sspiritsroselikethe
sun. "Weall paddlenaked today," Ax de-
clared.

Hisbody waslean and hard and not
tan, but the skintones pulsed and blurred.
Heworethe black sprayskirt likea giant
codpiece. Hally's tattooswereoutra-
geous. ahai ry gray rat, head buriedin her
navel, and over her |eft breast, an open
boater riding atorrent of whitewater, bow
buriedin her cleavage. Sheturnedtome
so | could seethedetail, theTine linesof
the canoeist'sface, the shoul der hol ster
over the PFD. . . .Omaha

“Kenny,” she sighed, touching herself,
"He's wonderful." Trafficslowedtostare
at her. Therest of the Dogsscampered
naked as babiesand nobody cared.

Suddenly rock’n’ roll shattered the
morning quiet. 1t wasCreedence
Clearwater Revivd, " Green River" coming
fromthe put-ineddy. | ran over,toward
thesound, astrange, floatingr un. Chop-
per wassurfing the aqueduct wavein his
orangeand blue Lossfire, and the music
wascomingfromhim. Then | noticed the
four round cutoutsinthe deck of hisboet,
twoinfront of thefootbraces, two behind
the cockpit. Loudspeskers. Chopper had

"Battery powered CD player and high
efficiency amp. Goodfor four hours. To-
| tally waterproof. Weighsthree pounds,
fully charged. Kicksass, doesn'tit?' |
could seethewavesof musicrisingfrom
the speakers, convergingin midair and
spreading toward me, enveloping me.
"Comeon," hesaid. "Let's paddle.”

I'm an open boater with apool roll.
I'd paddlied a kayak threetimesbefore,
and al the reviewssaid the Minuet wasa
hot and edgy boat. It wasalso ratedfor
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150 pound paddlersand | hadn't weighed
150sincel was12 But Deceptionhadn't
botheredtoinclude"Do not paddle under
theinfluenceof LSD" on thewarning decal
sol figuredit wasO.K | sealed downthe
sprayskirt, picked up my paddleand
peeled out intotheClass2 section

A hdf miledownriver | wastotally
lockedin. The boat becamemy body. The
paddlefused to my handsand my nerves
grewino thespoonblades. Thewater
flowed across the hull in arainbow of col-
orsand adeliriousrush of fedling, like
showering under awaterfall of warm ail
and honey. | hitaroll for kicks and came
up likea big basshittingafrog on alily
pad. Theriver partedinmy pathand |
knew | had spent many past livesina
kayak. Astheshoreflowedby, theacid
took medowntheriver like Poseidon's
chariot. Instant Perfection. Ultrabliss.

Therewasaslalomrace at Railroad
andthey'd strungthe gatesinthefat part
of therapid. They just waved uson, and
threading the gatesthrough the heavy wa
ter and thewall of Pink FHoyd from

astereo in hisboat! Hesmiled and waved.

Paddler Mugs

Unique among paddling novelties!
Individualy wheel thrown and relief sculpted
of tough porcdain by paddling potter
Mdinda McDaniel.

% K-1, OC-1 & 2, C-1, Squirt
% Newfor '94Rok Climbers!
Wide range of movesand colorsfor
%  Dbersonalizing
33 zes: Small Coffee, Large Coffeeand
Mega Ber
Dishwasher/Microwave safe
Call or write for freebrochureand ordering
&  information
Look for usat Gauley Fest '94
White TreePottery
405 Windsor Dr.
Rocky Mount, VA 24151

(703)489-3722
e RS
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Chopper's kayak waslike boatingin
Sherwood forest. | dipped down, punched
the big midstreamhydraulicand coasted
throughthedrop on a rush that wasonly
part adrenaline. At the bottom we popped
skirtsand sat onthewarm rocksinthe .
sunshine, grooving on the racersand the
pretty girlsin bikinis on rented inner
tubes. They swirled and flashed inthesun
and their smilesand squeal swereddight-
ful. And Axwasright. Itwasgreattobe
naked under the skirt, paddling highand
diveineveryfiber and cdl of being.
Weranthe harder section inatight
group, everybody uncannily accuratein
the Zone, surfing, playingtag, paddles
swinginglikescimitars, gigglingand party-
ing, dissecting theriver vith our boats,
revelingintheday. Wehopped eddiesand
avoided the big bouldersin Elmer's, the
last rapid. Whenit wasdoneweeddied
left to take out and | leaned back in my
boat and stared into the unfathomable
bluedepthsof thesky. The moon was
brightin the daylight and | could seethe
cratersand starbursts of thelunar volca-

Join us thisfall and winter for
trips to Costa Rica,
New Zealand and Baja.

Boats and accessories for all
your paddling needs. Trips, tours and
instruction for whitewater leayalzs,
sea kayaks and canoes. Call or write
for afree brochure.

ALDERCREEK

KAYAK' SUPPLY INC.

250 NE Tomahank Idand Dr.
Portland, OR 97217 5031285-0464

noes, and the chasmsonitssurfacewhere
eonsagothegreat rivershad flowed be-
forethey boiled off into space. Andwhen
I brought my gazedown to the bow of my
boat for reference | laughedtill my tears
splashedtheriver, becausethe bluedf the
water blended perfectly with the green of
theshore and | could nolonger tell where
the one ended and the other began

We wound out the day on hash and
wine, savoringthelong slidedown, and & -
ter midnight crawledinto our tents or
crashed under thestars, exhausted. Inthe
morning we gorged on camp breakfast,
pancakeswith huge blueberries, fresh
fruit, bagelsand coffee. Then we packed
our gear and shuttled back to the top of
therun, to Ax'svanfor thejourney home,

Phillips, who wasstrangely mellow,

opened thetailgateand saw the big gray
barrel where Chopper hed leftit. Hetried
torock it with hishands butit didn't
budge. Full. A quarter gram down for the
pleasuresof yesterday. Undumped. That
bigslug of Esopuswater didingdownthe
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|_hundred mile ramp to One PolicePlazain

Manhattan pureasthedrivensnow from
whichit had melted, uncontaminatedwith
LSD or anythingdse. Forinour hasteto
get ontotheriver we had forgottenwhy
we had come. And now it wastoo late.
Therel ease had been and gone.

Now only a baretrickleflowing
through the aqueduct.

| thought Phillipsmight explode.
Chopper did over and put hisarm around
hisshoulders, gently,likethe anaconda
easesthefirstlooparoundagoat. And
Phillipsjust smiled and shook hishead
andsaid, "Boy,am | glad wedidn't waste
dl that! Can | havea pintfor my head?"

AX smiled at MeBride, shook hishand,
kissed him and thanked him. Then he
hopped up thetailgateladder and stood on
theroof of hisvan and spoke. “From now
and evermoret hi s stream shall be known
asAcid Creek. And weshall meet herea
year from now and dot hi s again, and ev-
ery year thereafter."

Omahayedlled, "Why not?' and gave
the thumbs-upto Yvore.

—— —

Saturday, July 9, 1984
River Park, Salida, Colorado

sponsored by

A Celebration to benefit access
and conservation efforts on
the Arkansas and other

Rivers in Colorado.
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Working hard for AWA.

Left: AWA Directors Pope Barrow and Bob Glanville discuss the 5 year

strategic plan of the AWA Director's Meeting.

Right: ACA Directors Joe Greiner and Tom Christopher strategize at the

AWA Director's Meeting held in May.

Guidelines for Contributors

Theeditorial staff of American Whitewater car efully reviewsdl|
material submitted for publication. We are particularly inter ested
inreceivingfull length featurearticles, conservationand club news,
articles pertaining to whitewater safety and short, humorous
pieces.

Articlesshould fit our established format;
that is, they should be stylisticallypattered to
fitinto our Features, AWA Briefs, Conservation
Currents, Safety Lines, BigSwimsor End Notes
sections. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoonsare al so welcomed.

If possiblearticles should be submitted us-
ing Wordperfect50 on a51/4" singlesided
flexibledisc. Please usethestandard
Wordperfectdefault settings; do not alter the
margin or spacing parameters. Send a printed
copy of thearticleaswell.

Thosewithout accessto aword processor
may submit their articles neatly typed and
doublespaced.

Photosshould be submitted in the form of
color or black and white prints. Keepyour
originalsand send usduplicatesif possible; we
can not guarantee the safe return of your pic-
tures. If youwant usto returnyour pictures,

includeasdf addressed stamped envelope
withyour submission. If you havedlides, itis
best to haveprints madeand to mail thesein-
stead. Becausewe publishin black and white,
photoswithalot of contrast work best.

American Whitewater Featurearticles
should relate to someaspect of whitewater
boating. Pleasedo not submit articles pertain-
ingto sea kayaking or flatwater. The best fea-
tures have adefiniteslant.. or theme. Theyare
not merely chronol ogical recountingsof river
trips.

Open thestory with an eyecatchinglead,
perhaps by tellingan interestinganecdote. Dia
logueshould be used to heighten the reader's
interest. Don't just tell usabout theriver... tell
us about the peopleon theriver... develop
them ascharacters. Featurearticlesshould not
bewritteninthestyled alocal club newslet-
ter.
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If you are writing about acommonly
paddled river, your story should betold froma
uniqueperspective. Articlesabout difficult, in-
frequently paddled or exotic riversare givenspe-
cial consideration Festurestoriesdo not have
to be about aspecific river. Articlesabout pad-
dling techniques, theriver environment and river
personalitiesare also accepted. Piecesthat in-
corporate humor areespecially welcome.

Don't be afraidto et your personality shine
through and don't be afraidto pokealittlefunat
yourself... and your paddling partners.

Profanity should be used only whenit isab-
solutely necessary to effectively tell a story; itis
not our intent to intentionally offend our more
sensitive membersand readers.

Pleasecheck all factscarefully, particularly
those regardingindividuals, government agen-
ciesand corporationsinvolvedin river access
and environmental matters. You arelegally re-
sponsiblefor theaccuracy of such material.
Makesure namesare spelled correctly and river
gradientsand distances are correctly cal cul ated.

Articleswill be edited at the discretion of
the editorstofit our format, length and style.
Expect to see changesin your article.

The American Whitewater IS isa
non-profit volunteer organization; the editors
and contributors to American Whitewater are
not reimbursed.
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'NEW! WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT i MOHAWK VIPERS,

Winner 1993 World
Rodeo, 7st 2nd & 3rd

11' &12' Probesand
Vipers Factory Direct
$556.50 Each

available fully outfitted and

a8

Photo: Vernon Keith Paddler: Jerry Creedon
MOHAWK'S NEW PROBES, viper-like performance,
yet extremely user friendly. Superb final stability,
dry, agile and quick to accelerate. This is a play-
boat you may never outgrow. The paddlers who
own these boats rave about them.

I MOHAWK VIPERS, dry, quick and agile. A real
winner if you can handle the edge.

XL SERIES, dry, stable, user friendly. A Mohawk
Classic.

Yakima Foot

| Lacing Kit.

XL15 AND XL 74

g s G AVAILABLE

S e B G %6 S OUTFITTED FOR
. S. .

winp pe 7wy ow gw wen | TANDEM PADDLING

PROBE12 12'8" 28.5" 15.5" 491bs.  $795 $556.50

\_ Mlohawk Canoes

/. 963 N.CR 427, LONGWOOD, FL 32750

=

| Whitewater playboats are

" —| ready to paddle. Add $225
(solo) includes: Foam Sad-
dle/Knee Pads/Thigh Straps/
Braces/Air
Bags and Quick Disconnect
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