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Proven by years of rigorous
daily use by professional river
runners, Man of Rubber Dry
Bags stay dry. Our bags open
and close with an exclusive
waterproof industrial grade zip
lock closure. Featuring
Hypalon coated fabric, not
PVC, our bags are lighter,
more durable, abrasion and
WV resistant and outlast other
bags by more than 2to 1. All
that and a stylish look too!

The 1st Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(pictured) s our duffle style
bag. Ths design has proven
extremely popular and is
offered in 6 different sizes.
Carry handles are standard on
all sizes with optional shoulder
straps for sizes Medium through
XXLarge.

The 2nd Mate Zip-Dry Bag™
(not pictured) is manufactured
with the same unique
specifications as the 1st Mate, .
but & of the traditional grocery
bag design.

Contact Man of Rubber,
Inc. for all of your outdoor
recreation equipment. We
carry a full range of
equipment, accessories and
spare parts for all of your
equipment needs. Write or call
today for our FREE catalog. We
welcome your interest and will
be more than happy to answer
any product questions.

Ma n of Rubber, Inc.™

0 utdoor

Recreation

Equipment
Established 1983
Rt 1 Box 93B

Reliance, TN 37369
615/338-2775
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Limitations

BiLL BURGER

Tom DeCuir, 1st Place, Ocoee Rodeo

Response's advanced design features give you more control plus more
stability. This kayak will go as far as you can take it! Like 7st and 2nd place
in men's and 1stin women's at the 1990 Ocoee Rodeo! 1st and 2nd overall
at the New River Rodeo in Virginia. Top finishing
playboat at Montana's Big Fork Festival.

Want to know more?

Call or write for our free catalog!
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P.O. Box 1500, Harriman, TN 37748 « 615/882-0404




| damn word processor the better part of
| three weeks now, kicking out this damn
i Gauley Festivalissue. The blastedthing
| too damn thick to read--I figure most
| folks will take one look at this issue and
| promptly employ it to even out the short
I leg of a coffee table.
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Don't be ‘_ﬂ

serious

I've been sweating over this

Most paddlersfreak at the sight

| of any publication thickerthan a comic book--unless maybe it has a fold-out. I know
. 1do.

It's just that the AWA is getting so damn serious these days. Membership

| has grown over 100% over the past four years, we have a professional executive
- director, ourriver protectionprograms are receivingsubstantial monetary grants, our
- volunteer staff now spans the country and we're effecting positive results in our
| efforts to save valuable whitewater resources.

Hell, American Whitewater is even being sold over the counter at outdoor

— retailers all over the country. Just like a real magazine.

This is all much too much for me to handle.

After | get this issue in the can, I'm heading for West Virginia. It's Gauley
Season.

Granted, once I'm down in Summersville, the other AWA directors will
connive to make me help out at the Gauley Festival. But they know from experience
not to assign me any task that can't be performed with a beer in hand.

Afterall this work-- intend to have some serious fun. And I'm inviting all the
paddlersto join me in being silly for an evening.

Incidently, if some of you do manage to actuallyread this issue, you'll notice
I've included several articles concerning cutting-edge whitewater.

I would be remiss if | didn't note that these articles are for the vicarious
enjoyment of most of our membership. Don't fool yourself--probably less than 10%
of the whitewater community possess legitimate class V skills. Be honest in
assessing your ability before challenging rivers described in this issue.

_—
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PURPOSE

The American Whitewater Affiliation (AWA) is a national organizationwith a membership of over
1300 whitewater boating enthusiasts and more than 50 local canoe club affiliates. The AWA was
organized in 1961 to protect and enhance the recreational enjoyment of whitewater sports in
America.

EDUCATION: Through publication of a bi-monthly journal, the AWA provides information and
education about whitewater rivers, boating safety, technique, and equipment.

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains a national inventory of whitewater rivers, monitors potential
threats to whitewater river resources through its "River Watch" system, publishes information on
river conservation. works with governmentagenciesto protectand preserve free-flowing whitewa-
ter rivers, and providestechnical advice to local groupsregardingriver managementand river con-
servation. AWA also gives annual awards to individuals to recognize exceptionalcontributions to
river conservationand an annual "hydromania' award to recognize the proposed hydroelectric
power project which woudl be most destructive of whitewater.

EVENTS: AWA organizes sporting events, contests and festivals to raise funds for river conser-
vation. Since 1986, AWA has been the principal sponsor of the annual Gauley River Festival in
Summersville, West Virginia, the largest gathering of whitewater boaters in the nation, other than
at internationalracing events.

SAFETY: AWA promotes paddling safety, publishes reports on whitewater accidents, and
maintains both a uniform nationalranking system for whitewater rivers (the International Scale of
Whitewater Difficulty) and the internationally recognized AWA Safety Code.

ORGANIZATIONAND PURPOSES: AWA was incorporatedunder Missouri non-profitcorpora-
tion laws in 1961 and maintains its principal mailing address at PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464.
AWA has been granted tax exemptstatusby the InternalRevenue Serviceunder section501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. The charter includesthe followingpurposes: encourage the
exploration, enjoyment, and preservation of American recreational waterways or man-powered
craft; protect the wilderness character of waterways through conservationof water, forests, parks,
wildlife, and related resources; promote appreciation for the recreational value of wilderness
cruising and of white-water sports.

PROFESSIONALSTAFF: Except for membershipservices and the Executive Director position,
all AWA operations, including publication of the bi-monthly magazine, are handled by volunteers.
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American Whitewater Affiliation
Board of Directors

ITS A RAPID
EDUCATION!

Canada's first and finest adult white-
water school offers individual instruction
from beginner to expert levels in both
whitewater kayakiig and open canoe-
hg - leading to diplomas recognized
world-wide.

Located on the Madawaska River, near
Algonquin Park, MKC provides all equip- |
ment and transportation during the |
course, as well as the creature comforts
of a vacation resort, including delicious
nedls served up with old-world
rospitality.

And better yet, our rivers are clean,
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warm and uncrowded. Guaranteed daily
water releases from Ontario Hydro
|_make the Modawaska a whitewater
paradise.

|Directors Claudia and Dirk would like to
welcome you to join s

For your free brochure, write:

Box 635, Barry's Bay, Ont. KOJ 1B0
or call

Summer (613) 756-3620

—Winter (416) 447-8845

MADAWASK A
KANU CceNTRE




NEW WAVE KAYAK PRODUCTS i
A SPONSOR OF THE 1990 GAULEY FESTIVAL

NEW MAIL ORDER BUSINESS .-/ |
FOR ACCESSORIES f

PATAGONIA® - /

EXTRASPORT®

L= — = — = & E= )

Sitver Creek

~ | Kokatat T E————
. " 3 CUSTOM BUILT BOATS e CUSTOM GRAPHICS
— e SQUIRT BOATS a LIFE TIME SEAMS
—=l== s RACE BOATS e QUALITY DESIGNS
s e CRUISING BOATS s QUALITY WORKMANSHIP

e VACUUM BAGGEDBOATS e HIGH TECH MATERIALS

DISCOUNT ON BOATS & ACCESSORIES
ORDERED AT THE FESTWAL

NewWave Kayak Products

2535 Roundtop Road FREE CATALOG
FREE CATALOG Middletown Pa. 17057

Phone (717)944-6320



DRAGONFLY
"WHITEWATER SPORT KAYAK"

TheDRAGONFLY isastylishlow profilewhitewater play boat. The precisehandlingand control makeit the
choice of rodeo competitors, while the unparalleled stability, forgiving nature and large cockpit make the
Dragonfly akayaking school favorite. Thecrisplinesof theDragonfly encourage sharp eddy turns, effortless
surfing and contest winning enders.

The Dragonfly will handle 180 to 190 Ibs. of boater with the same style and dexterity experienced by smaller
kayakers. When conttrol and performancecount, the Dragonfly is your ticket to excitement!

Standard on the Dragonfly are laminated Hydrafoam pillarsfor greater compression resistance and patented
easy-lock Hydra footbraces. A new rotomol ded seat addsto thecomfort of theroomy Dragonfly cockpit. Mini-
cell wallsare available as an option.

SPECIFICATIONS: Design by Tom Derrer
COCKPIL e cveevenrerirrenierietsreire et eveae 2 by 16" LengthOveral........cocoviivviniiienrernnnn, 11'10"
HUull Weight.......ccooeeoniiiiinneneeccninieceneerens 33lbs. *Waterline Length.......ccueevsessensessessssssessessessnns 10
VOIUME......coiiiiiieieie e 75 galons  *Waterline Beam s 23"
ColOrS..cviveieiiriniannns Red, Yédlow, Blue, Orange

and, Light Blue

HYDRATUF-LITE
5061 South Nationa Dr.
Fork'sd the River Industrial Pk.
Knoxville, TN 37914
TOLL FREE (800)537-8888 In TN (615) 522-9902



Whitewater Hell

Dear AWA,

I have distressing news; | have
been transferred to whitewater Hell,
Tampa, Florida. My only contact with the
real world is through my paddling buddy
Norman who keeps me abreast of cur-
rent happenings and exciting adventures.
I've found myself staring at Fun Forever
and issues of AWA for hours at a time. |
have gone as far as to squirt in a small
pond, however the murky black water
that swallowed my paddle with each stroke
was home to large reptiles that are defi-
nitely notindigenousto the Southeastern
rivers that I'm used to. I ended up in the
deep end of our pool making sure my
bow screw was still intact.

It's been 37 days since | have
been on waterthat moves onits own and
is not treated with chlorine (I'm not posi-
tive, the Ocoee may have that in it too,
but I would sure love to be there now!)

Please renew my membership
for another year, it helps me with my
withdrawals. | would like to share this
withyourreaders. Oneshouldthinktwice
when another offers an irresistible busi-
ness opportunity. Money can't buy the
beauty and thrill of whitewater. | would
also like to say hello to my orphaned
ProJets and 'Meanie resting too peace-
fully in Georgia.

Whitewaterlessly yours,
Frank W. Lawson

(editor's response: Gosh, here's more
bad news for you, Frank: our Southeast-
ern correspondent Woody Callaway in-
forms me that after 90 days residence in
Florida, an individual is officially desig-
nated a "Flathead" and must first apply
for a visa before re-entering the Appala-
chians. For God's sake, man, get back to
thereal world beforeyouendup agolfer.y

More on recycling

Dear Chris,

Iwasreadingthroughyour May/
June issue and the "recycle this maga-
zine" letter caught my eye. Over the past

LETTERS

icouple of years we've re-evaluated our
paper usage throughout our companies.
“rom the paper we use in our copy
machines, to stationary, to workbooks,
:0 hang-tags, to brochures, to our cata-
ogs--the question being, can we print on
recycled stock and still maintain the quality
that we desire and have become known
for?

If You Think
Canoeing isAll Muscle,
You Aren't Paddling a
Whitesell.

—

Well, the answer is no; we can't
maintain the same print quality that is
obtainable on virgin paper stock. Never-
theless, we've chosento make the move
to recycled stock in all these cases and
more. Ourfirstcatalogs onrecycledstock
willbe coming out this Fall. They won't be
the same glossy catalogs that we're known
for. The color and clarity will probably
suffer a little, but after seeing the actual
resources saved by going this route it
really wasn't adecision at all. In one year
we'll save 3,500,000 kilowatt hours of
energy, 6,000,000 gallons of water, and
14,500 trees. By choosing recycled over
virgin paper, we also keep 1,560 cubic
yards of solid waste out of landfills and
52,000 pounds of polluting effluent out of
the air. Granted, converting the printing
of American Whitewateroverto recycled
stock might not reap the same volume of
resource savings, but every little bit helps.

If you folks would like to contact
us for leads on suppliers and vendors
who've helped us out in this effort, let us
know. It's been an education and it con-
tinuesto be one--we'dbe happy to share
what we've learned.

Sincerely,
Yvon Chouinard
Patagonia, Inc.

(editor's response: Our readers have
issued a mandate: use recycled paper.
This is the secondissue to be printed or}
more environmentallysensible material-
-as is all AWA stationary and miscellani-
ous paper supplies. | don't think our
readers will notice any drop-off in quality:
-American Whitewater is only semi-pro-
fessional, anyway. But the one thing |
just hate aboutrecycledpaperis the way
is attracts more typographical errors,
misspellings and poor grammer in gen-
eral. Tknow our readers willnow be more
tolerant of these miscues knowing the)
are serving the purpose of conserva:
tion.)

Whitewater canoeing is 10% strength &
90% technique. The Whitesell Piranhais
designed to help you make the most of
your ability. We size the boat to you, then
fit you with the right setup from among
hundreds of possibilities.

Your choice of three Royalex layups
(Lite, tougher & toughest) givesyou the
lightest and longest-lasting boat in the
industry. The 14'3' Piranhaturns faster,
rolls easier and stays dryer than any of
the'new 13's.

See for yourself. Call (404) 325-5330 for
our free video.

TR

iteseld,
il
2362-R Dresden Dr. Atlanta. GA 30341

If you haven't tried a Whitesell lately,
you're missing the boat.

CANOES FOR
VIRGINIA

e WHITEWATER
* RECREATION
¢ CRUISING

¢ SOLO SPORT

e SEA KAYAKS
®* SQUIRT KAYAKS
* PLAY KAYAKS

Old Town e White ® Mad River
Dagger ¢ Blue Hole ¢ Curtis
Mohawk e Sawyer ® Perception
Prijon ¢ New Wave ® Noah
Aquaterra ¢ Valley Canoe Products

Call for a Priceon a
Kayak Shipped to You
BOB TAYLOR'S
APPOMATTOX RIVER CO.,
INC.

610 N. Main St. Farmville, VA 23901
804-392-6545
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Closed borders? B‘VIWM

NIERESSTOUK of ERGTENE

Dear Chris,

To most Eastern paddlers, the +
thought of a trip to Oregon is almost as e
remote as oneto Chinaor Chile. The one ;
big differencebeing, however, that with a
good set of wheels; afew high-limit credit

cards; two weeks vacationand a friendly
native guide to welcome and assist us,
we can envision the possibility, "Some

day." So, we keep on dreaming. If the

rest of Oregon and the Northwest has it

Thom Powell's way, though, we might as ever t
well stop dreaming because the North-

west would be off limits to anyone not .

willing to make a lifelong committment to

preserving the rivers of that area. S 0

I would like to thank Thom for
being so involved in the preservation of
the rivers of the Northwest. People who
live in aparticularareaare and shouldbe
the "first line of defense"for preservation Call us for a free catalog 1'800'451'1459
of their particular rivers. As with any ~We provide convenient mail order The painless way to lasting comfort
cause, there will always be those heros Birkenstock sdles, repairs and resoling. 703 NV11th  Corvallis, OR 97330
like Thomonthe front line, backed up by ’
an army of like-minded support people. | | -

Soukd Bks 16 mecammend el Tham | = — -

reconsiders his revoking Jim and Gracie | | QpPEN GUIDE 7
Goddard's invitation and instead welcome T EVERYDAY & DISCOUNTS!
visitors to his domain. Because as my :

Daddy taught me (as as most Daddies
have taught their kids), "You can catch a
whole lot more flies with honey than you

can with vinegar." _ BL E MOUHTAIH
When 1 initially picked up my %

March/April issue of American Whitewa- e
ter, | was pleasedto see an article by Jim

and Gracie about some rivers in the S P O RTS & W EA R
Northwest. (More material for my "some
day" dream) Although AWA is a national |

organization and the Journal unques- * YOUH OUTDGGH SPECIALISTS

tionably the best forum available to in- -
form fellow paddlers of the delights and |

plights of rivers all over the country, the | O N THE LEH IG H HI“EH!
amount of information we get on rivers

west of the Continental Divide is sparse C PATAGONIA O PERCEPTION O TEVA
and more often than not written by an

Easterner or transplanted Easterner. 0O MADRIVER CANOE 1 STOHLQUIST O OAKLEY
Idon't propose to make the gap O BODY GLOVE O SIDEWINDER O SEDA

between the East and the West any

greater. On the contrary, | would like to O THENORTHFACE @O EXTRASPORT O WOOLRICH

see preservationeffortsin all parts of the

country meld into one mutually beneficial o COLUMBIA O NEWBALANCE O SPECIALIZED

union. Although I don't pretendto under- O VUARNET O CANNONDALE O TEKNA

stand the intricate workings that go onin

Washington, D.C., lam aware that there O AREA TRAIL MAPS O MOUNTAIN BIKE RENTALS

is a great deal more "horse-trading”going | | Located directly across from the Lehigh River

on there now than there ever was when 34 Susquehanna St. (RT. 209), Jim Thorpe, PA (717)325-4421

UEIUEN TGRSR AU T s S ——————————
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There Has To Be A Reason Why In Just Two Years
Mohawk's XL Series of Whitewater Playboats
Has Become America's Most Popular.

Try One and Find Out.

MOHAWK XL SERIES

More paddling, less swimming. MOHAWK'S Whitewater AL12 Ashorter playboat - really quick tumns.. . stable.. . dry
Playboats are very stable and very dry. Our Playboats are easy funin low water rapids.. . use in Grade 1, lll,and IV
to paddle and quick to accelerate. The round bilges which Whitewater.

blend into flared sides, forward and aft, result in a canoe that o . | avboat.. th ddl
turns on adime, is stable-surfingand easy toroll. The Our most popular playboat.. .the more you paddle
MOHAWK family of XL Playboats is the right choice for a AL1F  itthe better you likeit.. . paddlers thru 250 pounds
veteran expert daring to challenge Grade V Whitewater, or a are paddling whitewater thru Grade V.. . really
novice learning to paddle Grade Il Whitewater! We invite your stable.. .very, verydry.. . easy handling.

comparisonwith any other such canoe. Paddle a MOHAWK XL,

look it over, then make your purchase decision. If you can't try A short combination tandem and solo playboat.. .

an XL, talk to someone who owns one or has paddled it. Il.’ﬂ' funin rapids, and easy to paddle between rapids.. .
S ———— more room.. . Whitewater thru Grade V.

The tandem playboat. . . Whitewater thru Grade V... .
.“. 15 Stable, dry, and maneuverable.. . A whitewater
tripping canoe.. . good volume.. .

Length Beam Depth Beam4”WL Weight Price'

XL12 12'3" 32 15" 29" 54# $675
XL13 133" 32%" 15%" 29%" 56# $675
XL14 143" 322" B7%" 307 60# $700
XL15 15'4" 35 15%" 32 654 $725
'Add freight to price/subject to change

Durable Royalex hulls, Plastic decks, PVC gunnels with
aluminum reinforcement, Aluminum thwarts. Also available —
all wood trim including beautiful wood inlaid decks, white ash
gunwales with drain slots.

TWO NEW WHITEWATER SOLO BOATS

1. FRANKIE HUBBARD'S 'EDGE' NOW AVAILABLE IN ROYALEX

Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wt. Depth
14'4" 28" 26:314" 53# 15"

2. XL-11THE LATEST BOAT IN THE 'XL' SERIES

Quick, responsive,dry. .. will handle paddlers thru 200 pounds
Length Beam Beam 4" WL Approx. Wt. Depth
11'4" 29" 28518” 50# 15"

[ mw{ wlldeé XL12, XL13, XL15 also avaliable at: \\festem Canoeing

Box 115, Abbotsford, B.C., Canada Y2 4NS
963 N. Hwy. 427, LONGAOCD, FL 32750, (407) 834-3233 Phone (604) 853-9320




Sharpen Your River Leeder Skills

hen vou take a nver leader
of outdoor emergency
course with Mantahala

Outdoor Center, you can be
confident you're receiving the finest
instruction avallable, What's more,
NOC offers a wide variety of courses
for boaters who are seeking to round
out their river skills 7
For example, if vou're seeking
certification in flatwater, moving
water or whitewater canocing and
kayaking, vou'll want to enroll in one
of our ACA Instructor Workshops.
And if you spend a lot of time on
the river or in the wilderness, our
River Rescue and Wilderness First
Responder courses are invaluable.
To find out more about the
courses we offer, just call or wnte us.

We think youll agree that if you're
looking to sharpen your skills, NOC NantahalaOutdOOI' Cawe‘

is the place to come. US 19W Box 41 Bryson City, NC 28713 (704) 488-2175

©1989 NOC
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WILDWASSER SPORT US -
PO BOX 4617,1800 COMMERCE ST
~ BOULDER, COLORADO 80306

(303) 444-2336

... 1692 Second Street Pike
Richboro. PA 18954

CUSTOM WOOD PADDLES
Squirt Seicks S.O. Terriks

Canoe Paddles

NEW WAVE KAYAKS

RAPIDSTYLE

wild New Colors for River Wear

EXTRASPORT

Life Jackets 6 Polypro

sid, Craphlie. TERE=A
stom Work Available —

LAZER KAYAKS
BERMUDES DRY SUITS

24-hr. Seal Repair Service

PERCEPTION - OKESPOR

Spray Skirrs, Pile & Footwear

(215) 598-3669

Ifthe national paddling commu-
nity is kept abreast of situations in all
parts of the country and informed by
those in the “the first lines of defense"
whom to write to--letter writing can be a
very effective tool. The old "you scratch
my back and I'll scratch yours" policy is
no more alive anywhere in the worldthan
in D.C. abd as we know, most whitewater
issues, although limited by geographical
definition, are national by nature.

I would suggest that rather that
making any particular part of our country
off limits to others, that we take our lead
from paddlers from Japan and France
who, rather than saying "stay out of our
country", have written to AWA to solicit
help in preserving some of their precious
whitewater runs. (See May/dJune 1990--
"Leave La Loire Alone"; also Nov/Dec
1989--"Boaters Defend Last Japanese
Whitewater')

Before labeling everyone who
everdreamedabouta "some-day" white-
water paddling vacation in Oregon as
"hedonistic whitewater fun-hounds™ that
"just wannaboat", consider the fact that
the next visitor might like it there; move
there; and turn out to be the next Pope
Barrow, Mac Thornton or Peter Skinner
(Sorry activists, 1 couldn't name you all).
At the very least, there welcome visitors
from other parts of the country would be
much more apt to write a letter when
asked to do so than unwelcomed ones
would.

Even though we can't and won't
all be leaders, there is strength in num-
bers.

Sincerely,
Carl J. Erb
Monroeville, PA

Unfair to rafts

Dear Chris,

The following is in response to
the article on river access by Ric Alesch
in the May/June 1990 issue of American
Whitewater.

We commend Ric on his article
soncerning the importance of activismin
regards to river access. We agree that
afforts to ensure river access have not
deen given the attention they deserve,
oarticularly in the West and in Colorado
where water resources are controlled by
lawyers and the old-boy network. We
agree that the fact that agencies, river
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outfitters, and fishing concerns are each
organizing their efforts demands that
private boatersdo likewise. However, we
are concerned with the example the
Colorado White Water Association
(CWWA) has provided regarding pro-
moting private boater access in its home
state.

CWWA is primarily responsible
for restrictions on private rafters on the
Numbers stretch of the ArkansasRiverin
Colorado. The private boating commu-
nity (rafters, kayakers and canoers) cannot
afford to be separate. The voice of the
private boaters must be unified and loud.
In Colorado, the private boating commu-
nity has been divided as a result of the
efforts of afew elitistboaters that believe
noncommercialaccess to the river should
be decided on a basis of the type of boat
one owns.

Segregationof the private boat-
ing community's access to rivers is bad
for boating. The establishmentof a prior-
ity of one boater over another supports
an elitismthat serves no purpose other
than to create animosity between boat-
ers. We are a single boating community.
The case onthe Numbers sets a danger-
ous precedent for future river manage-

IlIIII‘*::". /;

"Wild and Woally
(GARKE PUTH
|r
|

(203)672-6365

USR. 7 Box302
West Cornwall,

and Wenonah

Mad River

ment plans not only in Colorado but around
the country. The next managementplan
may exclude rafters, but it may exclude
canoers, kayakers or all private boaters.

We understand CWWA's de-
sire to preserve a section of the river so
that they may enjoy the solitude and
quality of the river experience without
perceived infringement. This desire is
part of the reason we all develop our
boating skills so that these experiences
are within our reach. The Numbers is
without question one of the premiere
kayak runs in Colorado but at the same
timeitis one of the premiere rafting runs
as well.

CWWA PresidentBillBaker has
claimed that the arrangement in the
Numberswas acompromiseinexchange
for the boat ramps, toilet facilities and
other developed improvements from which
"rafters" benefit. No such improvements
have been developedfor the privateraft-
ing community but rather in response to
extensive commercial use of the river.
The claimthat boating safety is compro-
mised by concurrent raft and kayak use
is unfounded. In fact, each boater pro-
vides support to the other.

We are opposed to any divi-

sions within the private boating commu-
nity. If there is truly safety or crowding
problems in havingboth rafts andkayaks
on the river, than an equal if separate
access would be the only acceptable op-
tion. CWWA has sought priority for nonraf-
tersto the detriment of the entire boating
community. Again, we are opposed to
any split whatsoever.

With AWA’s current efforts to
expandtheir activities into the West and
to provide an intelligentand representa-
tive voice for private boaters, AWA and
its affiliates should avoid and discourage
an elitism or separatism among the raft-
ing, kayaking and canoeing communi-
ties. If we are a divided community, each
group of boaters will lose local battles to
other private boaters and the private
boating community in general will lose to
outfitters, water development, or other
interests.

Sincerely,

Larry Stuhl

President, High Country River Rafters
Golden, CO

Ken Ramsey

President, Rocky Mountain Canoe Club
Broomfield, CO
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CONSERVE

Countdown for survival

AWA's "Top 40" River Issuesfor 1990

by POPE BARROW

1. Kennebec, Penobscot, and Dead Rivers; Maine

Issue: flows for whitewater after relicensing

Current Status: John Porterfieldis working with Central Maine
Power, with help from the National Park Service River Watch
Program, to improve whitewater flows when projects on these
rivers are relicensed.

Contact; John Porterfield, AWA (207-825-3566)

2. Rapid River; Maine

Issue: flows for whitewater

Current status: Central Maine Power has plans to installhydro-
power in the existing unlicensed dam on the Rapid. The
company is willing to negotiate flow levels with whitewater
boaters. In recent years flows have been slightly too low for
optimum whitewater and releases have been unpredictable.
Contact; John Porterfield, AWA (207-825-3566)

3 Merrimack River, New Hampshire
Issue: Possible wild and scenic designation.
Current Status: Abill has already passedthe Senate andis now
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pendinginthe U S. House of Representativesto study22 miles
of the Merrimack River for possible inclusion in the wild and
scenic rivers system.

Contact; Kevin Coyle, American Rivers (202-547-6900)

4. Pemigewasset River, New Hampshire

Issue:Hydro relicensing; possible wild and scenic designation.
Current Status: Bills are pending in the U S. House of Repre-
sentatives and Senate to study 30 miles of the Pemigewasset
Riverforpossible inclusionin the wild and scenicrivers system.
AWA is working on the relicensing.

Contact; John Porterfield, AWA (207-825-3566)

5. Deerfield River, Massachusetts

Issue: Relicensing of existing hydropower dam.

Current Status: whitewatergroups, aided by American Rivers,
are seeking improved flows and possibly the removal of one of
the many dams on the No. 5 section of this popular whitewater
run. Since the powercompany has not beencooperative so far,
this may be one of the most contentious and bitter relicensing
fights in the nation.

Contact; Bill Hildreth, AWA (617-383-2785)
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6. Little RIver, Massachusetts.

Issue: Limited access and poor flow information.

Current Status: AWA regional coordinator E.J. McCarthy
continues to press the Town of Springfield to permit private
boatersto use Springfield Water Dept. property to gain access
toto this little-known but fabulous class llI-1V runin Massachu-
setts (just east of the Farmington). he is also working to gain
better releases from the unlicensed Cobble Mt. hydro facility.
Contact: EJ. McCarthy, AWA (RR 380-A, W. Cornwall, Ct.
06796)

7. Black RIver, New York.

Issue: Hydropower development at the Brownville site.
Current status: The power developer has filed proposed amend-
ments to the license application in an effort to revive the long-
dormant project. AWA has responded asking FERC to dismiss
the license application. Senator Moynihan has expressed
interestin Federal legislationto ban hydropower development
at this location.

Contact: Ron Smith, ARO (315-788-1311) or Pete Skinner,
AWA (518-674-5519)

8. Sacandaga Rlver, New York

Issue: Access to the river.

Current Status: The Niagara Mohawk Power Company (NI-
AMO) continues to exclude private boaters (but not commer-
cial outfitters) from this popular run. Whitewater boaters are
trying to bring the company around through negotiations.
Contact: Carol Liebfarth AWA/ACA 518-279-3989

Glen Park Falls, New York's Black River Gorge

9. Salmon River (Pulaski), New York

Issue: Access and improved releases from unlicensed power
project.

Current Status: Whitewater boaters are negotiation with the
owner of an old unlicensed hydropower project to gain access
and recreational releases for the whitewater section down-
stream.

Contact: Jerry Hergrave, AWA 716-663-3888

10. Beaver Rlver, New York
Issue: Relicensing of power project above whitewater run.
Currentstatus: Negotiations are underway betweenthe power

CAMPMOR
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Beaver River--a prototype for relicensing in New York.

company and whitewater boaters to insure access to the river
and improved recreational releases.
Contact: Pete Skinner, AWA 518-585-7580

11. Raquette River, New York

Issue: Relicensing of power project above whitewater run.
Currentstatus: Negotiations are underway between the power
company and whitewater boaters to insure access to the river
and improved recreationalreleases.

Contact: Pete Skinner, AWA 518-585-7580

CONSERVE
12. Mongaup River, New York

Issue: Unlicensed hydropower without recreationalbenefits
Current Status: Boaters have been excluded from using the
whitewater of the Mongaup by the present owner of this old
unlicensed power project, Orange and Rockland Utilities. An
independent developer want to take over the project and
providebetterrecreationalbenefits. The fight will probablytake
place in Congress where Orange and Rockland is leading the
charge for a new law allowing old unlicensedhydro developers
tokeep theirmonopoly without getting a license and improving
their projects.

Contact: Ken Fishman, KCCNY (212-228-5753)

13. Schuylkill River, Pennsylvania

Issue: Possible hydropower development

Current Status: Tom McAndrew has filed legal papers for AWA
protesting the project on behalf of AWA and other boating
organizations and is also developingpolitical opposition. After
his numerous local TV appearances on this issue, Tom is now
AWA’s foremost Media Star.

Contact: Tom McAndrew, AWA (215-487-0298)

14. Upper Youghiogheny River, Maryland

Issue: Mismanagement by State agencies and damage to
scenery. Also Relicensing at FERC.

Current Status: AWA has protested increased commercial
rafting at low water levels during 2-hour releases and objected
to State proposal to charge fees to run the river and require
boat stickers on honcommerical boats. Messy timbering and
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fires continue unabated on private property on river right below |
BackenderRapid. Relicensingis stillinprogress. AWAis asking |
for 3-hour (or longer) releases with more advance notice.
Contact: Pope Barrow, AWA (202-546-3766) or Barry Tus-
cano, AWA

15. Savage River, Maryland

Issue: Hydropower development at Savage River Dam
Current Status: AWA and ACA have persuaded local Con-
gresswoman, Beverly Byron, to push for Federal legislation
banning hydropower developmentanywhere onthe whitewater
run or at the dam upstream. An amendment is now pending in
the House of Representatives. AWA is also attempting to
negotiation with the Corps of Engineers for better whitewater
releases.

Contact: Mac Thornton/Pope Barrow, AWA (202-543-4923)

16. Monongahela National Forest Rivers, West Virginia
Issue: Possible Wild and Scenicdesignation for 12 riversinthe
Monongahela National Forest, including several primo white-
water runs (such as the Blackwater, Cranberry, and Shavers
Fork)

Current Status: A coalition of 21 groups has been formed by
AWA to push for wild and scenic designation. The Forest
Service will complete the fist phase of its study this fall. AWA
recently received a $40,000 grant (see article in this issue) to
fund a grass roots project to build support for designation.
Contact: Mac Thornton, AWA/ACA/CCA (202-543-4923)

17. Gauley River, West Virginia
Issue: Degradation of landscape due to private road buildingin |
the National Recreation Area. AWA and American Rivers are
asking Congress for $2,000,000 to buy lands within the NRA.
CongressmanNick Rahall is pushing hard for the money. Also
possible hydropower developmentat two locations may cause
problems. One proposal would use release from Summersville
Dam for generation and the other would build a new dam
upstream near Webster Springs to divertwaterfrom the Gauley
into the Elk. AWA and American Rivers are fighting both
projects.

Contact: Anita Adams, AWA (304-384-9209) i

18. James River, Virginia |
Issue: Possible hydropower development [
Current Status: The city of Richmond is still pursuing hydro-
power development at a site on the James River in Richmond
which would damage the whitewaterrun. AWA and local canoe |
clubs are protesting the project. The National Park Service is
proposing an urban waterfront project for the area which may |
be incompatible with the hydro development.
Contact: Charles Ware, AWA (804-231-0118) |
19. Russell Fork, Virginia/Kentucky
Issue: Releases fro whitewater '
Current status: Negotiationsbetween fishery interestsand the
Army Corps of Engineers regardingRussell Fork releases may |
lead to less whitewater-- or none at all. AWA is trying to work |
out a compromise with the fishery people. Meanwhile hydro- |
power developers are planning to install a power project at |
Flannigan Dam; AWA and EPRO) have intervenedat FERC to
oppose anything which would make whitewater less available. |
Please turn to page 68 |
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Rahall pushesfunding
for Gauley corridor
land acquisition

If there was ever
any doubt about it, Con-
gressman Nick Rahall (D-
WV) has earned the title of
"Mr. Whitewater"in Con-
gress.

To the delight of
everyone in the whitewater
community, Rahall and ace
staffer Jim Zoia got the
House Interior Appropria-
tions Subcommittee to add
$2,000,000 to the federal
budget for land acquisitionin
the Gauley River canyon.
Incredibly, they also got
$1,700,000 added to acquire
privately-held mining rights
threatening the headwaters
of the Gauley in the Cherry

and Cranberry basins.

Those familiar with
Capitol Hill politics are flab-
bergasted at Rahall’s
success. Traditionally, the
House adds nothing for
West Virginia public works-
type projects, since Senator
Robert Byrd puts in lots of
projects for West Virginia.
However, it was (and still is)
uncertain whether Byrd is
supporting an appropriation
for the Gauley.

So Rahall and Zoia
went to work. They cajoled.
They got angry. They
begged and bargained. They
finally got what they were
after: atotal of $3,700,000 is

Gravity Sports Films, Inc.
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_your source for action videos!
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We carry over 105 videosin our catalog of
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in the Banss mpprepfaticn
for expenditures from the
Land and Conservationfund
for the Gauley watershed.
This fund is derived from
royalty fees paid to the
federal government, mostly
from oil and gas producers;
the fund does not use
general tax revenues.

If the appropriation
survives in the House, Byrd
is likely to let it through the
Senate since it is of benefit
to West Virginia. However,
letters to Senator Byrd from
West Virainians remain
critical. If you live in, have
friends or relatives in, or can
use a West Virainia address,
please write Senator Byrd a
short letter asking support
for this appropriation.
Address: United States
Senate, Washington, D.C.,
20510.

For over 17 years,
the Trust for Public Lands
(TPL) has been acquiring
| critical recreationaland
biotic lands in the Eastern
United States, mostly for
| eventual resale to the U.S.
government. Recently, TPL
has been taking a leading
I role in obtaining rights to
lands in the Gauley corridor,
pending Congress appropri-
| ating the funds to purchase
the property.

The Gauley was
made a National Recreation
| Areain 1988, but at present,
about 99% of the lands in
the NRA remain in private
| hands. They are not friendly
hands. Logging pressures
remain, and mineral rights
I holders are free at any time
to develop their properties.
Worse yet, some insensitive
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RIVER SHORTS™
Double layered; quick drying
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commercial rafting outfitters
have constructed roads into
the depths of the Gauley
canyon.

Enter TPL. The Na-
tional Park Service land ac-
quisition process can be
painfully slow. TPL is able to
step in quickly by either
buying the land outright,
acquiring options, or by
having property donated to
provide temporary protection

A House subcom-
mittee cleared a bill to
designate as wild and scenic
Oregon's Klamath River.

The subcommittee
on National Parks didn't
actually address the bill, HR
4728, because a point-of-

Klamath bill moves on

CONSERVE

TPL acquires Gauley River land

for the land until it can be
resold to the government.
Oncethe land is sold, TPL
uses the proceedsto
continue buying land.

To date, TPL’s
Chrisanne Worthington has
acquired rights to about
1,700 acres ($1,000,000
worth) of land in the Gauley
NRA, and she is making
progress on acquiring rights
to much more.

order preventedit. But
subcommittee chairman
Bruce Vento said on his own
hook he hopes to persuade
the House Interior Commit-
tee to consider the bill when
Congress returns to work in
September.
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AWA program to protect WV rivers
selected to receave $40,000 grant

Outdoor I ndustry
Consemation Alliance
fundsWest Virginia
Rivers Coalition

AWA has been awarded a
$40,000 cash grant for a grass roots
campaign to gain permanent protection
for 12 superlative whitewater rivers in
West Virginia. The generous grant was
made by the Outdoor Industry Conser-
vation Alliance to furtherthe goals of the
West VirginiaRivers Coalition, an organi-
zation formed and sponsoredby the AWA.

"Our West Virginia efforts have
beenhandledby volunteersintheirspare
time, mostly from out-of-state,” said
Coalition Chairman Mac Thornton, "but
now we can hire a professionalto tackle
these issues on a full-time basis from
Elkins or Morgantown, WV."

In 1989, Thornton and AWA
Conservation Chairman Pope Barrow lead
the formation of a Coalitionof 21 conser-
vation organizations, with the goal of
Federal Wild and Scenic designation of
twelve rivers inthe rugged Alleghenies of
eastern West Virginia. Included are pad-
dling gems like the Blackwater, Shavers
Fork, South Branch Potomac and the
Cranberry. For the most part, these riv-
ers are wilderness in character and are
on public lands in the MonongahelaNa-
tionalForest, however,theyfaceagaunt-
let of threats such as timber harvesting
and flood control structures.

The Coalition, now known as
the West Virginia Rivers Coalition, got
the early support of Congressman Nick
Rahall (D-WV) and Forest Service Chief
Dale Robertson. However, the local
National Forest personnel have been less
than totally cooperative. Also, in-state
opposition has started to surface. It be-
came apparent that a localized, grass
roots political effort is necessary, man-
agedby afull-time Executive Directorfor
the Coalition.

The Outdoor Industry Conser-
vation Alliance grant makes that grass
roots campaign a reality, even though
the Coalition will have to raise at least an

The MonongahelaNationalForest shelters a collection of the finest whitewater rivers
inthe eastern United States. The ambitious plans of the West VirginiaRivers Coalition
would seek permanent protection for these outstanding whitewater runs.

OUTDOOR INDUSTRY |
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The High Falls of the Cheat--a runnable drop on the remote Shavers Folk.

additional $10,000, hopefully from Coali-
tion members.

The Caoalitionis interviewing West
Virginians for the Executive Director
position, which will probablypay $20,000

per year plus expenses. The Executive
Director will closely monitor the Forest
Service studies of the 12 rivers, person-
ally contact local landowners, solicit local
political support, solidify and expandthe

membership of the Coalition, and identify
and open a dialogue with potential oppo-
nents. Persons who are West Virginia
natives or long-time residents are eli-
gible--contact Mac Thomton at (202)543-
4923 at once.

The Coalition hopes to have
legislationintroduced with the support of
the NationalForest Service by early 1992
to designate the 12 rivers as Wild and
Scenic.

Supporting
grass-roots
consarvation

Founded in early 1989, the
Outdoor Industry Conservation Alliance
has already had a major impact on the
wildernessconservationmovement. The
$40,000 grant recently made to the AWA
for the West Virginia Rivers Coalition is
one of ten grantsfor grass roots, political
action campaigns throughout the United
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States since the creation of the Alliance,
The grants have amounted to an as-
tounding $283,532, a scale of funding
without precedent for citizen groups at-
tempting to safeguard wilderness areas
with muscle-poweredrecreational oppor-
tunities.

"Participationin outdoor recrea-
tion is growing, as are pressures on our
wildlands and rivers. The work of the
organizations we fund is an important
and positive way to protect the recrea-
tional resources upon which our industry
depends,” said Wally Smith, Alliance
President and President of Recreation
Equipment Inc. (REI), the well-known
Seattle-based equipment co-op.

Starting with four members with
an annual $1 0,000 membershipfee, the
Alliance has grown to 22 members, in-
cluding publishers, manufacturers, deal-
ers and dealer representatives. The first
grant in the organizations's history went
to a critical whitewater organization: Idaho's
Friends of the Payette. Other grants in
the first year included the Appalachian
Trail Conference, the Utah Wilderness
Coalition and the Greater Yellowstone
Coalition.
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In 1990, the Alliance has funded
three organizations other than AWA'’s
West Virginia Rivers Coalition--Califor-
nia's Friends of the River for work on the
Colorado River in the Grand Canyon,
The Friends of the Shawangunks in New
York State, and the Natural Resources

e |

Risa Callaway blasts hole during squirt competition at Ocoee Rodeo.

Council of Maine.

The Alliance is administered by
REI, and those interestedin applying for
a grant should contact the Alliance, ¢/a
RE! Public Affairs, PO Box 88126, Se-
attle, WA 98138, (206)395-5957.

Not becauseyou wantto be different...

Becauseyou want to be

BETTER!

Caper and Encore. Two new solo playboats
designed to encourage, not prohibit, proper
paddling technique. Whitewater canoes for
paddlers, not floaters. Call or write for free
catalog featuring all five Dagger models.

CANOE COMPAW, Inc.
PO Box 1500, Harriman TN 37748

'3
i

. (615) 882-0404
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Changes emerge
during 1990
rodeo season

Most of this year's freestyle and
squirt competitions have happened. Once
again, there were lots of skilled boaters
out showing their stuff. Once again,
whitewatermanufacturersandlocal area
merchants showed strong support for
eventssuchas AnimasRiverDays, Bob's
Hole and the Ocoee Rodeo.

Yet, there are signs of change
that are worth noting in the rodeo world.
Attendance and enthusiasm for annual
eventsis often afunction of 1) waterlevel
(e.g., it is hard to get psyched when low
water makes that big ol’ hot surfing hole
into a weenie wave!), and 2) the organiz-
ing strength of the sponsor(s) in a given
year.

Examples: The AmericanRiver
Festival/Chili Bar Rodeo sufferedfrom a
fourth year of drought and a schedule
conflict with the Bob's Hole Rodeo. The
WenatcheeRodeo was not held at all this

DIDN'T SETOUT TO
create the ultimate kayak school
Il s happencd Ongwnally our
inient was to create the ultimate
WmmEEss lodge Kayaking was
something we did g for fun So much fun. infact.
we now offer ifie Best instruchional program avail-
able Everything rs first B8
Our physical plant mmsists B 8 acres completels
surrounded hy wilderness Private ponds for it
lion, private beaches Bl B of a muile Bl private niver
front on the emerald green Cahfornia BEIENE River
are all located on the property
Our T are well-known experts. our equip-
mEmT the best (exclustvely by Perception) and our
lodge BOASTE numerous ETMEINNES S0 i
mmms 01 tub and Sauna and private decks off T
each room Our tcaching technique Smmsses EE
the proper stroke and an casy-to-Tearn “roll”
formula
We arc dedicated to making ihis mmm of Bl great
vacation expenences B vour life Color brochure
available. Personal si7r classes Beginning, Inter
mediate, Advanced

ITTER BAR LODG

o0 |

KA X 4 K 3 L

FORKS O F SALMON. CALIFORNIA 96031
(916) 462-4772




year, with the primary organizer, Frank
Meyer, due to the demands of his busi-
ness.

On a positive note, the Ocoee
Rodeo was tremendously ‘assisted' by
flooding rains in February, which caused
the river (normal flow: 1400 cfs) to peak
at nearly 50,000 cfs. Temporary road
and
access damage have been fixed, and
Hell's Hole rapid became a fantastic place
for both boaters and spectators.

This year, new contests have
been added to the annual whitewater
freestyle calendar, and severalnew events
were instituted at others. Here's a sum-
mary of what's been observed:

‘More Eastern Action: The
Southwest Virginia Whitewater Rodeo,
with its guaranteed release on the New
River, saw a much stronger field of
competitionthan in its previous two years.
The S-Turn "Squirt il it Hurts ** Slalom
And Rodeo judged squirt moves 1) be-
tween slalom gates, 2) surfing the fa-
mous Rocky Island waves, and 3) at an
eddy line on the fabulous big-water Po-
tomac.

Finally, the next upcoming event

Rr QUALITY WHITE WATER PRODOC TS 1{

/ABriCaN

wiskteay & omfgs

Aluminum rowing frames, camp
kitchens, dry boxes and tables.

Achilles & SOTAR inflatable boats and
FishRite aluminum boats & sleds.

(503) 773-5582

5179-C Crater Lake Hy.
Central Point, OR 97502

Call or Write for our
Free River Equipment Catalog

Cs
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will be the "Dust Bowl'" Rodeo in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Yes, Tulsa, and it will be a
great contest at some Kkiller surf spots on
the Arkansas.

‘MorelIntegration of Classes:
Montana's Blackfoot Rodeo has success-
fully combinedthe open boat 'downriver'
race with their 'whitewater' race, tradi-
tionally adeckedboat event. The Ocoee
Rodeo had arecordsetting thirteenopen
boats enter the freestyle competition.
OC enders and hand paddling were
impressive!

‘More Women: Female num-
bers are still not overwhelming, but get-
ting better. The Payette saw fields of 15
big boats and five squirt boats, respec-
tively, in the K1W classes. Not to be
ignored is the level at which women are
competing: Kathy Bolyn was narrowly
beaten out of first overall at the rodeo on
the New River, and her K1W first place
score at the Ocoee would have tied her
forfirst place with Tomde Cuir,the men's
expert winners

Paddle-lessmovements: More
competitors are tossing away those
wooden andfiberglass 'crutches' ontheir
way to 360's and mystery moves alike.

WHITEWATER

EQUIPMENT CATALOG

@‘I’

EAECADE OUTFITTERS

A Traditon B [EEN River ompn e
PO Box 209 ® Springfield OR 97477
503 (747-2272)

Toll-Free 1:800-223-7238  J

RIVER GEAR
outerwear

DI SCOUNT PRI CES
W LDERNESS SYSTEM- SI DEW NDER- BERMUDES- CRI CKET

M TCHELL- DURABLE DESI GN- TlI GHT SKIRTS-
ALLAGASH CANCES- PD DESIGN-HEY, SPORT CARDS
MOUNTAI N MEDI CI NE AND MORE

{‘315)652 83
~CAL

OR WRITE F@? FREE CATALOG-
P.0.BOX 2694/352 CAMECO CI RCLE
LIVERPOOL,NEW YORK 13090-2694
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How to get

MONEY

(For your favorite river)
By POPE BARROW

Everyone seems to need more
money. Uncle Sam is totally broke. Your
local Savings and Loanis probably bank-
rupt. Lately it looks like Donald Trump
could use some more money. After all,
Marla Maples is not the kind of girl you
can take out to McDonalds for dinner.

Even river conservationists
almost always need at least afew green-
backs to get anything significant done. It
costs money to fight hydropower proj-
ects. It costs money to lobby Congress.
It costs moneyto printbrochures. It costs
money to buy stamps and make phone
calls. When AWA is feuding with a Fed-
eral agency like FERC, it costs money to
get expert help from lawyers, engineers,
economists and other high-pricedpointy-

TANNISSEE LODGING
& CRAFT SHOP

UNIQUE MOUNTAIN LODGING,
BEAUTIFUL SCENERY, RUSTIC
SETTING, AND VERY PRIVATE.
LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE CHEROKEE NATIONAL
FOREST, ONLY MINUTES AWAY
FROM THE OCOEE &% HIWASSEE
RIVERS. NUMEROUS HIEING
TRAILS AND OTHER NATURE
ACTIVITIES. VOLLEYBALL,
HORSESHOES, AND GAME ROOM
(UNDER CONSTRUCTION).
DINER AND SERVICE STATION,
GROCERY STORE CLOSE.

AMERICAN EXPRESS &
VISA ACCEPTED

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS:
(615) 338-2161 OR
(613) 338-2103

RT. 1 BOX 99
RELIANCE, TN

37369
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headed intellectuals. Even the AWA
Journal costs quite a few shekels to
publish (especially now that our conser-
vation-minded editor has caved into to
public pressure and switchedto recycled
paper).

Where does all this money come
from? AWA struggles hard to raise money
fromthe Gauley Festival, the Ocoee Rodeo
and other events. We learned the hard
way that continuous fund raising is needed
to underwrite our river conservation pro-
grams, even theough we are working
mostly with highly motivated volunteers.

Don't get me wrong...volunteers
can perform amazing feats in river con-
servation. Wahout volunteers, AWA would
be nowhere on any of its projects. But
almost every volunteer project requires
some cash...to get something printed, to
get expert technical analysis, or to send
a critical volunteer activist to the State
capitol or to Washington, D.C.

In AWA's case, when money
from the Gauley Festival ran out, the
Patagonia Company and Recreational
Equipment, Inc. (R.E.I) have always come
to the rescue. These companies are run

by some of the most public spiritedbusi-
I —

ness people in America. In recent years
they have underwritten numerouscritical
projects for AWA as well as for many
other river conservation groups. R.E.Il.
funded the Nationwide Whitewater In-
ventory Project and the River Watch
project. Patagoniagot AWA's nationwide
relicensing efforts off the ground. Re-
cently, the Conservation Alliance (which
includes both R.E.I and Patagonia) upped
the ante by giving AWA $40,000 to get a
serious campaign started to save West
Virginia's nationalforest rivers. (See the
article on this project elsewhere in this
issue.)

As a national organization with
a strong track record in river conserva-
tion, AWA has usually been able to turn
up a benefactorwhenthings got desper-
ate, but, untilrecently, smalllocalgroups-
for example, Friends of the Little River in
Alabama, or the Knik Canoers and Kay-
akers in Alaska- had no where to turn
when they needed a financial shot in the
arm.

Now the money problem for small
groups has been solved, at least for
some kinds of projects. As they have so
manytimes in the past, the management

teamat RE.l identified the problemand
quickly went about solving it. Two years
ago they set up a fund, administeredby
a committee of river experts, to help
small river conservationgroups and canoe
clubs get grants for grass roots river con-
servation work. Already R.E.l.’s gifts are
making a huge difference. Dozens of
small grants have gone out all over the
country.

For 1990 R.E.lis making atotal
of $55,000 available for these grants.
The ideaisto give alot of smallgrantsto
a lot of differentgroups aroundthe coun-
try to help them get things moving at the
locallevel. Most of the money goes outin
the form of gifts in the $200 to $1,000
range.

The R.EE.l. seed grants are not
big killer sums of money. So why is
everyone so excited about them ?

These may be small gifts by
some standards, but they are a tremen-
dously important and useful kind of money.
This is because the grants are specifi-
cally earmarkedfor political advocacy at
the grass roots level. This is unlike the
money conservation groups are some-
times given by foundations and other

Slalom
Wildwater
Sea Touring
Squirt Paddles
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Handcrafted

Well Balanced
High Performance
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Canoe Outfitters
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Canoerentals
-Upper & Lower Muddy Creek shuttle
-Susquehanna River canoe camping

‘Retail and mail order featuring:

Blue Hole Mad River Pyranha
Carlisle Michi-Craft Protec
CKS-Stohlquist Native Romer
Croakies Nature Bound Sidewinder
Dry Fashion Noah Troy Lee
Extra Sport Norse Voyageurs
lliad Northwest River

Mi Design Perception

Equipmentand paddles by Nolan Whitesell &
Bob Foote

6’;7&%@/’5%

Silvermine Rd Box 5, Bryson City, NC 28713 (704} 488-8542

We ship priority mail daily!
(717) 456-7720

Week days 5-9 PM Sat-Sun 8 AM to 8 PM
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Visit our booth
at the Gauley Festival

QUALITY OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT

SQUIRT BOATS, SEA KAYAKS,
EXPEDITION K-1 & C-1’s

All boats vacuum bagged with the best
materials available. Dealers call

919-883-7410 — We deliver.

1310 Starr Dr., High Point, NC 27260.
Designs by Wilderness Systems, Jess
Whittamore, Wick Walker, Tom
McEwan, and John Abbenhouse.
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benefactors. Grass roots political action
is off-limits to most big philantropic or-
ganizations. Many funding sources,
especially businesses and big compa-
nies usually avoid political controversy
and direct political action like the plague.
Almost no one but R.E.l makes money
available to small groups for this kind of
vital and controversial work.

How can you get in on the bo-
nanza? It's easy. R.E.l. has set up a
committeeto reviewgrant applications. If
your canoe club or river conservation
group is working on a river protection
project and needs-money for-some part
of your project, just write to the commit-
teebriefly explainingthe projectand what
the money will be used for. If the needis
there,itsagoodbetthat a checkwillsoon
be in the mail.

Here's how it works. The review
committee is named the National Rivers
Caoalition. You can write to them care of
Suzi Wilkins at American Rivers, 801
PennsylvaniaAve, SE. Suite 303, Wash,
D.C. 20003. The committee will read
your letter and make a recommendation
to RE.I. The committe meets every 3

months. (Committee members are river
conservation experts from American
Rivers, American Whitewater, ACA, the
Wilderness Society, Audobon Society,
the Sierra Club and the National Wildlife
Federation).

Your application can be brief, a
page or two, in no special format, with a
proposedbudget. There are a few simple
groundrulesto keepin mind. The money
cannot be usedto pay salaries. It can be
used for things like printing, mailing, travel,
and other types of grass roots political
work. Your project shouldbe designedto
add arivertothe Federal wildand scenic
rivers system (uttimately), to improve river
management of a protected river, to
improve a State river program, to pro-
mote passage of State, Federal, or local
river conservation laws, or to protect

| natural and recreational resources at

projects in hydropower licensing or reli-
censing process.

If you want more information
about the R.E.l. grants or if you need
help with an application call, Suzi Wilkins
at 202-547-69000r Pope Barrow at 202-
546-3766

BRIEFS

Directory available

The National Park Service has
completed an 111-page directory of or-
ganizations involved in managing and
protecting American rivers. More than
1,000 groups are listed in the 1990 River
ConservationDirectory, which is designed
to "help river conservationistsbuild net-
works, share ideas and trackdown infor-
mation," accordingto Chris Brown, chief
of the NPS technical assistance branch.
The directory, document #02400501058-
1, may be obtainedfor $6 from: Superin-
tendentof Documents, U.S. Government
Printing Office, Washington, D.C.20402-
9325.

Big fine for Falls

The tenuous relationship be-
tween paddlers and management of
Ohiopyle State Park continuesto sour as
the fine for illegal runs over Ohiopyle
Falls was raised to $2,500.

' “W;y’te water”
J(hal engers “Inc. -

Kayaking

LEARN NeW XILLS
IMPROVE AD SKILLS

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of two-day
basic or intermediate clinics. ACA certified .
instructors, classroom sessions, whitewater
miovies, equipment, shuttles, wet sults; r -
overnight camping, and plenty of ":"quf-'
river fun are all included!

CALL US TODAY!
(717) 443-9532

WANT TO BE A RAFT GUIDE? N
Call our River Guide Hotline (717) 443-9728
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wideaudience. ..

"No other publication appeals to the wide audience which TRILOGY does. In order for our message

to reach the cross section which TRILOGY reaches, we would have to have articles placed in at least
25 different publications.”

Cinde A. Everett, Executive Director

Coalition of Americans to Protect Sports

responsibleoutdoor journalism. ..

"Bravo TRILOGY! On an outdoor magazine that's not all day-glow fashion and hype. TRILOGY has taken
a brave new step in the direction of responsible outdoor journalism:'
Barry Hoskins
Baltimore, MD

uniting theun-united. ..

"Your mission of uniting the un-united is an admirable and formidable task. Bringing together the

industrialist, recreationalist and environmentalist in order to create a symbiotic alliance isan idea whose
time has come."

Michagl Moniz, Executive Director

The Outdoor Network

transcendstheglitz...

"Members of the Worldwide Outfitters and Guides Association are excited about the new magazine of
outdoor commitment—TRILOGY . Findly, we have a magazine that transcends the glitz and glitter approach
that we are all bored with. It is published twice a year and is |loaded with informative articles as well
as stunning photography.

Worldwide Ouitfitters and Guides Association

SPECIAL OFFER: 1 Year Subscription *@%

TRIL% =
The Magazine of QXr Commitment

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT
1-800-388-7456  iiin
New Bedford, MA 02740

TRILOGY OFFERSA FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT SATISFIEDWITH THE MAGAZINE.

_ VISA & MASTERCARD




We're like you. Always doing the best we
can. Then going ourselvesone better.

That's why we aways refine Y akima
refinements. Like our new 6 millimeter
skewer.

Mountain bikes are transported over rough
territory. So we provide extra heavy duty

~y hardware. The new skewers aren't

L3 F\only bump-proof. They're
: --5 o

bullet-proof. An obvious
benefit for road bike

1ot 4 enthusiasts, too.

We're aso really up on our new
tie-down wheel buckle. Which borrows
‘ the latest ski boot technology. So it looks
great. And works even better.

YAKINMA. FOR THE
COMPULSIVE OVERACHIE AR

We affectionately call our brand, new
krayton-lined, adjustable kayak saddles TLCs.
Because they grip your
kayak or rowing
shell without
deforming 1
And prevent
any lateral motion.

Like us, we know you'll
never be satisfied with just one
sport. But it's good to know you
only need one rack. For everything from bikes
and boards to boats and skis. A Yakima.
Made by compulsive overachievers for
compulsive overachievers.

F IS FAVEY:

PO. Box 4899, Arcata, CA 95521
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AWA MEMBERS!

101 AU/ G
Cano ot 2 [ Y,

urna

SAVE MCRE THAN $15

[OT the cover prics)
Avd Bt 12 ssues {Every Mont

* Exolic and close-lo-home deslinalions.

* Wilderness Travel
RIVER RUNNER = Tips on Equipment and technique specials.
MAGAZINE.. . = Up-dales on river conservation.

* Profiles of World-Class paddiers.
WIEI%IEV'?IRITI\IIE(F;{ = Everything for theé complele paddier...

MAGAZINE COVERING
RAFTING, KAYAKING
AND CANOEING.
PUBLISHED

FEB., APRIL, JUNE,
AUG., OCT., DEC.

* Paddling Action all year long.
= The unusual and unigue

* Dynamic pholo features

# Quality Journalism

® . and much, much more!!

{ __ORDER NOW!

W % | want to receive 12 issues a year (1 issue
every month!) Both for only $19.95. (Save $15.45

L
L §
[ 5
L
[
u
i
CANOESPORT L] O off cover price). n
I only want to receive River Runner Magazine, =
JOURNAL... " 6 issues for $15/yr. .
THE OPEN s Ionly wantto receive Canoesport Journal, .
CANOE 6 issues for $15/yr. u
MAGAZINE . .
PUBLISHED: B NAME =
JAN., MAR., MAY, u -
JUL., SEPT., NOV. ®  ADDRESS u
L | |
[ ] | |
= oy STATE  ZIP u
L] LN
[ | |
= [J CHARGEMY VISA/MC =

n

| |

CARD NO.EXP. DATE

SIGNATURE

Send check, money order or charge card number and
n expiration date to:

The Tanis Group ¢ P.O. Box 697 ¢ Fallbrook, CA 92028
CALL TOLL FREE 1-B00-752-7T951 . or call 1-800-752-7951

g, |



=

SAFETY

Running a river by the book
IS not always a good idea

By JOHN KINCH

| have always valued both vol-

umes of William Nealy's Whitewater

Home Companionriver guidebooks.And
| stress that what happened to me and
Jim Rosein the New River Gorgeis not
Nedy's fault. He wasn't there that day.
Evenif hewas, thedifficulty o printing
ariver on paper combined with the haz-
ards o using the print to run the river
would remain unchanged.

I had littleexperiencekayaking
theNew River Gorge. | wasguided down
itthefirsttimeinlate August 1989 by two
capable paddlers | met there from Oak
Ridge. Although the FayetteStationgauge
registered thehigh water level of six fest,
| had nodifficulty paddling the New that
time.

Two weekslater in September,
| returned with Jim Rose to introduce
him to this magnificent river. Wedrove
downtheretogether fromMichiganona
Thursday night and got up Friday to
makeour run. Becauseit wasaweekday
inSeptember, weweretheonly kayakers
we saw there. Even rafters were scarce.

Alittlerisky, perhaps?Wédll, on
thesafety sided theledger, theriver had
dropped more than fivefeet sincelast |
saw it, and the sunny weather provided
clear visihility. So, the paddling should
have been easier than before, and we
would have no trouble seeing where we
weregoing. | figured that what my two-
week-old memory o theriver failed to
provide, Neay's Volumell description
of the New River Gorge would fill in. |
tried tomemorizethekey featuresd the
largest rapidsappearing in hissix-page
sketch.

On page 88 and 89, "Lower
Keeney" and " Turtle Rock” rapids are
described and drawnin great detail. No
other big rapids are identified between
them—infact, nothingisshown between
them except a curving arrow growing
out of the bottom edged page88 point-
ing to a stretch o river below mile 11
However, the arrow disappears off the
bottom of the page without comment.

Inrealty, themapscontained in

Nealy's booksare reproduced from his
full-sizedriver postersand doesn't trans-
late as clearly in the smaller medium.
Thearrow that dropsoff the bottom of
page88ispicked upat thetopdof page90
and subsequently leads to a vivid de-
scription of **Double Z'” rapid. Herein
Nealy cadls it, "definitely the nastiest
swimintheGorge." Y e, back on page88
and 89, | am unaware that ""Double Z'"
drawnon page 90, isactually part of the
river sectionshown on thetwo previous
pages. So, | am convinced that 'Turtle
Rock” rapid isthe next mgjor drop after
"Lower Keeney.""

Guidebooksare meant to assist paddlers in forming river-
running judgments--not to replace the decision-making
process. Of course...guidebooks are more helpful when

the paddler is looking at the right page.

Now, ontheriver,Jimand | are
sluiced successfully through **Lower
Keeney” and unwittingly approach
"DoubleZ." Itdoesn't look atall likethe
"Turtle Rock” rapid | recal from two
weeksbefore, but thereissomeevidence
that persuades methat itis. At thislevel
at least (8incheson thegauge), therapid
before us starts with a rock formation
that looksexactly likethe head and shoul -
dersaf aturtle. Furthermore, theriver is
fivefeetlower thanit wasbefore, sowhy
should it look the sasme?Lagt, | believel
have read Nealy's book correctly,and |
think we must be at the top of 'Turtle
Rock” rapid.

Nedy's instructions for mak-
ingtherunarevery clear.Start right and
ferry far left to avoid " Greyhound Bus
Stopper™* holeat thebottom of thisrapid.
No problem. Except we are actually
running this route on ""Double Z in-
stead of "Turtle Rock."

Starting right iseasy going, but
rough water meetsuswhenweferry | eft.
Alternating downstream currents and
muscular eddies whipsaw our boats
throughout theferry. Finaly wecatcha
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strong downstream current on river left
and go withit. It isthen that we see the
giant rockloominginfront o us. Itlooks
tomelike theupper mandibleof awhale,
mouth open tofeed on krill. Thecurrent
carryingour boat s poursinto the' mouth™
o this beast. Soon all air space between
rock and water issqueezed to null and
void. I'm first. The rock folds me over
under the water, and my boat lodges
against therock’s underside.

| have an expensive Harmony
paddlewith graphiteblades. | promised
myself sometimeago that | would never
drop thiscostly tool aslongas!'m hold-
ingitonorinthewater. Sowhat happens
when me boat lodges under the rock?

After releasingmy paddle, | jerk
mysdf outof theboat'scockpitwithboth
hands. Simultaneously, the boat and |
begin floating downstream again and
flush out from under the rock. Relieved,
| grab my boat and look upstream for
Jim,who should bebearingdownonme
in hisboat to makeaquick rescue.Jimis
nowherein sight.

Abruptly, Jim's boat pops up
solofrom beneath therock, and Jimsqui rts

out immediately in its wake. We «df
rescuein alucky, nearby eddy, and I'm
pleased to find my paddle tucked be-
tween me and my boat. We drag our-
salveson shoreand look for ** Greyhound
Bus Stopper™ hole. It's nowhere to be
seen. Could it be that this powerful
hydraulicdisappears whenthe New River
isunder onefoot on the gauge?

Wedumy the water out d our

"Just a bibliographical error,”
I reply in a concilialory man-
ner. Yet we knew that on

another day such a mistake
could have taken our lives
and not just our pride.

boats, catch our breath, and continue
downriver. At thestart of thenext major
rapid, another rock appears in the exact
shape o the head and shoulders o a
turtle.

Thisrapid looksvery much the
same as | recall "Turtle Rock” rapid
looking two weeks ago. We follow the
same paddling routethat weused onour
disastrousdescent d thepreviousrapid.

This time it works perfectly, and we
reach thebottom o thedrop with plenty
d paddling room between usand " Grey-
hound BusStopper” holethat now shows
up onour right.

Any remaining doubt that
"Double Z comes between 'Lower
Keeney" and "Turtle Rock” rapids on
thisriver iscleared up at theend o the
trip when access to the car gives us the
opportunity to read Nedy's description
and map with renewed interest.

Jim asks me, '"How could you
let somethinglikethat happen?We might
have gotten killed."

"Just abibliographical error," |
reply ina conciliatory manner.

Yet, we knew that on another
day suchamistakecould havetaken our
lives and not just our pride. We were
lucky tobeinlow water thistime. Read-
ing a book is one thing, but reading a
river means that you are author and
editor of your own event. AsNealy warns
on page89, "' Nomap or guidebook should
be used asa substitutefor scouting unfa-
miliar rapids."

Northwest
River

Supplies

TR

Easy Rider Canoes

Carlide, Werner, and Sawyer
Canoe Paddles

Call for a free
Catalog
1-800-635-5202

o write:

PO Box 9186
Moscow, ID 83843

NRS Paragon Portage Pack

NRS Water proof Bags
NRS Heavy Duty Srraps

NRS Canoe and Kayak Flotation
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Learn with the best

Featuring top instructors
Advanced teaching techniques
The best water anywhere
From the mild Middle Yough
To the popular Lower Yough
To the world-famous Upper Yough (Class V)
Also featuring a paddler's camp
A well-stocked whitewater specialty shop
And a one week summer kid's camp
Call or write for details

Visit our booth
at the Gauley Festival

WHITEWATER PROSHOP - SCHOOL OFPADDLING - WHITEWATER RENTALS - RIVERFRONT CAMP

213 Youyh Street
Confluence, PA 15424
(814)395-5744



BEST SELLERS SNCE 1985
1991 RIVER RUNNER'S CALENDAR
1991 SEAQ KHY__HKING CALENDAR

The original and onlv calendars
that dramatically cover these two
dynamic watersports.

We are excited and proud to continue this tradi-
tion of bringingyou the highest quality, most
excitingand diversified calendarsto cover these
two dramatic watersports. The 1991 River
Runner's Calendar succeedsagain in bringing
unparalleled photography and exciting all-
new editorial content to your river experi-
ence. Dynamic and diversified shots of river
ranning are featured to keep your spirit soaring
all year long. Vigt Russian water s, experience the
citement of the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeo,
~ thrill toaC-1 on the mighty Potomac and relive
history asyou ridethefirst boat ever to run all
therapidson the Green River. Thisyears
« calendar actually "speaks' to you through an
= dl new editorial concept by famous outdoor
. writer/environmentalist Michael Powers.
Thrill to renowned outdoor photogra-
pherssuch as JennyHager, Michael Powers
and Dave Curran in the 1991 Sea
Kayaking Calendar. Exciting coverage o
the Two Continent Canoe Expedition
with Valerie Fons Kruger. Captivateyour senses
with diverse and dynamic kayak shots from Greenland
to Mexico. A whole new concept in our editorial has
the calendar actually "speaking" to you. Largedaily
grid boxesare back again for your personal daily nota-
tions along with historical information, astronomy data
and holidays. The 1991 River Runner'sor Sea
Kayaking Calendar swill keep you entertained and
anxious for your next river or kayak experience
throughout the entire year. Gift yourself and your
friendsthisyear with the originals- don't be misled by
imitations. Send for our Free Catalog.

Quantity Wholesale Rates Available

$9.95 each plus 3.50 Shipping and Handling
SANDPIPER PUBLISHING

P.O. Box 5143 Stateline NV 89449 916/544-3506

COLLECTORS EDITIONS

We have limited suppliesof the
1986 through the 1990 River
Runner's Calendar aswell asthe
1989 Sea Kayaking Calendar
(the premier edition) and 1990
Sea Kayaking Calendar avail-
able. Please check Order Form
for more details.
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SAFETY

Three whitewater fatalities rock Colorado

TheColorado whitewater com-
munity was rocked by a series o fatali-
ties during the early-summer boating
season.

Although anaveragesnow-pack
was reported inthe Rockies, astretch o

idly-rising water levels in many Colo-
rado streamsand may have contributed
todrowningsinthreeseparateincidents.

In the first accident, a boater
perishedafter his boat broached whilehe
was attempting to run through a pair o

extremely hot weather resulted in rap- | culvertson thngsIai River. Guidebooks

-PERCEPTION-HYDRA-PRIJON-HARMONY-MOHAWK-

-YAKIMA-BODY GLOVE-BERMUDES-HELLY HANSEN-
~-KOKATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT-SEDA-

-DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE-

-CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG-

30940 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070

John Diller
Rd #2,Box 210
Swanton, MD 21561
(301) 245-4327

for theareado not recommend attempt-
ing theroute.

The secondincident ocurred on
Clear Creek, aclassV stream running
through the suburbs o Denver. In this
situation, the kayaker was wearing a
velcro seat belt to help him stay in his
boat. It is unclear whether this unusual

| precaution contributed to the death.

Seat belts in kayaks are often

|_used by parapalegic boaters who are__

| unabletouse their begs o brace inside the

craft. Howewver, the dithic |:II:,'||':|."-:.||".'.','

I apinned kayak makesusing a seat belt a
| |]I.|J"-|:I-€'||1.I|1||.' prachice
The final fatality ocurred ona__

section o the Arkansas River immedi-
ately below the Numbers. Reportedly,

__two brothers--bothintermediateboaters-
[—wnere kayaking togrether whenone brother
rexperiencod diffieulty. The secomd brother
; l Ferisked whilegoing to hisassistance.

e High tech vacuum-
bagged canoe and kayaks

e Beautifully handcrafted
wood paddles

e \Whitewater and flatwater

® Recreational and racing

Sold directfrom manufacturer
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Missed the Gauley Festival?
Don't miss the T-shirt!

Even a wind-surfer can look like a stalwart Gauley
River paddler by ordering an official AWA Gauley
River Festival T-shirt through the mail!

The logo will be in bright neon colors.
To order your shirt, send $10.00 per shirt (plus

shipping) to AWA, Rt 2, Box 614, Princeton, WV
24740. Make check payableto AWA.

——Quantities limited. Order today.

name

address
o T y
# of shirts sizes subtotal shipping total enclosed 1
| . $2.00 | | |
L ! E 1 i | L]

Paddle with the best.

n this modern day age of high
technology, synthetic paddles
ave been evolving rapidly.

L

e have stayed on the leading
edge, continually testing,
upgrading our products, while
miraculously maintaining an
affordable price. Our paddles are
quite light and durable. Both
qualities are attainable when you
consider their construction.

5

.:i?i‘

i

Call or write for our catalog.

pAGGER ——
WINTUS —
Dagger Company, Inc.

Route 8, Box 204
Harrirnan, TN 37748
615/882-8223

BiLL BURGER

THE 803




Death on Selway
"Ladle" claims
another victim

By DAVID SMALLWOOD

The Selway River, one o the
nation's most beautiful and demanding
whitewater rivers and one o the most
sought after private river permits, has

claimed another life.

TheMoose Creek sectiondf the
Selway (known as the Moose Juice) has
claimed two raft rowersand one paddle
rafter, one each year since1988.

TheMay 30,1990 death occur red
atareadingd 5.6feet takenat the put-in
near Paradise Campground.

Al threedeathsoccurred at Ladle
Rapid—a drop unlike any other on the
river. Therapidisshaped exactly likean
old-fashioned ladle with the "round"
section at the beginning o the rapid

Kirk Baker POBox1520
Director Aspen Co.
81612

~ 1303) 925-6248
(303) 925-4433

THE BEST IN BOATING SINCE 1971

SERIOUS EQUIPMENT
FOR SERIOUS PADDLERS

A FULL LINE OF GEAR FOR
CANOES » MAYAKS
RAPIDS » LAKES = DCEAMNS

Featuring quality products from
Perception, Aquaterra, Extrasport,
Voyageurs, Pacific Water Sports, Blue
Puma, Body Glove, Werner and more.

Write for our FREE Catalog of River Gear.
Dealers. Ask about our Rescue Bags,
Sprayskirts, and Pogies.

WILDWATER DESIGNS
230 PENLLYN PIKE. PENLLYN. PA 19422
215-646-5034

Kayak Backband

Accessory loops
« Adjustable length
=Quick release
+ Fits plastic and fomposTe boats
« Red, Biue Hot Pk, Yellow Black
$34.95 for Backband

$23.95 for Snap-on Fanny Pak

Free Brochure

Dealers Welcome

J m E Shipping add $3 00 lor one

) S $3 50 for both * In Colo add 3% tax
| 1002 Santa Clara

| Grand Junction CO 81503

(303) 241-0312

B color,boat make & model
Fanny Pak Black Only

T S -

PADDLE
NEW ZEALAND

Experience
wild and scenic rivers
with New Zealand
paddling specialists

«All skill levels
Kayaking, canoeing, rafting
‘Expert guidesand instruction
.Cultural excursions

Write o call:

EXPLORATIONS IN

TRAVEL
PO Box 1948
Hillsboro, N.H. 03244
(603) 478-3410

||||||||||||||||||||||||||

SAFETY

taperingdowntoanarrower "handl€" at
the downstream end.

Scouting this rapid is difficult
due to the distance from the scouting
trail to the rapid which is just about a
quarter milewideat its beginning. While
there is no "pool" above Ladle, there is
enough calm water tomakeit totheright
bank to scout.

Theextraordinary width o the
river at theentrancemakesiteasy tomiss
yourlineanddropintothehugehole just
totheright o thecenter tongue. All o the
rafting fatalitieswere thrown from their
rafts after entering the huge hole at the
top right o the rapid.

What is the common factor in
these deaths?Although all three victims
were wearing wetsuits and PFDs, none
were wearing helmets. Inall threecases,
the river was at its highest level for the
year. All three were membersdf groups
or trip leaders hol ding private pefmis.

Not wearing helmetsand high
water level sarewithout question factors
which contribute to river deaths. How-
ever, | would hate to think that the pri-
vate permit system isbecoming afactor
by exposing inexperienced

A r'iF.
.‘__,,\‘ B ol o
- »---""'-"ﬁ-.:'m7—-_.‘,|I= -
™ -
'T()'HEYAH

WEEK

A wek d kayek ingructioninaresort 7
vecation amospherecould ke judt the
bresk you nesd. Adiveand funfilled,
our qudlity S-day program emphesizes
learninga onesoan pecewhile
havingagresat imel
Aduit beginner and intermediate
coursesindude kayek, paddling geer,
5-day medl program, camping,
recregtiond fadlities indructionand
river shuttles.
Season: Mon-Fri; June-August
Cost: $389(%335 US)
Couples Rate: $359 (¥309 US)

Wilderness
7 Tours

Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario KQJ1CO
CANADA (E13)646- 2351




Veterans o the Narrows have devised an enlightened
new rating system. A river'sdifficultyisevaluated by the
number o times a paddler needs to urinate while scout-
ing. Using this methodology, the Green qualifiesasa...

Two-Gallon River

The Gorilla
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Every morning at 6 am., an employee of the Duke | blessings.
Power Company drives up tothe dam onthe Green River that Even during the summer months when the level of
impounds Summit Lake up near Saluda, North Carolina. Summit Lake naturally diminishes, by husbanding water be-
Thedam formerly supplied water for hydro-electric | hind thereservoir, DukePower isstill abletosend 200cfsdown
generation, but since the flume leading downstream to the | theriver for eight hoursaday. Consequently, the Greenisthe
Tuxedo Power Station rotted away, Duke Power hasreleased | second most paddied section of river in North Carolina—
water back into the river eight hours a day for whitewater | ranking only behind the Nantahala.

recreation.

O course, beginning boaterslooking to practicetheir

The gate-keeper's early morning labor isn't terribly | ferry or attemptafew rollsdon't arriveat the Green promptly
complicated. Thedamissmall asdamsgo--maybe90feethigh | at six. After the gate-keeper cranks open the valves, the water
and ninety feetacross. Water isspilled from three plasticpipes | of theGreenfirst needstocareendownadistinctly inhospitable
fitted with three manually operated gate valves. The gate- | seven-mile section of riverbed known locally as **the Nar-

keeper simply twists the
valvesand chainsthem open.
Each pipespills100

cfs of water back into the
river. Through thespringand
when lake levelsallow, 300
cfs o blue-green water
tumblesdownstream toward
adelightful classll stretch of
whitewater extensively used
by noviceboaters, raftersand
.tubers with Duke Power's

rows."
N 'ﬂ,"; m - 1 Beginningboaterssel-
. & B, S S BT 2 dom risk as much as an up-
_ "y j"__ ¥ & streamglanceat ""the Narrows."
ﬂ,‘ e It is a convoluted staircase of
i . - Water choked into a narrow
‘m A gorgethat dropsover and around
’ o house-sized boulders at a gra-

dient approaching 600 feet per
mile.

And that iswhereour
story really begins.

a7



There are uncomfortable yet
undeniabl e parallel's between whitewa-
ter and narcoticdrugs. No sooner thana
paddler masters his first class I riffle
than he's looking for a wilder high—-
searching for a classIII fix.

Evenwhen aboater never feels
secureadvancing past classIll or IV water -
-he seeks the vicarious thrill of classV
and VI rapids--living on the edge while
enduring whitewater tales o terror re-
counted around campfires, sittingthrough
endless slide shows or staring glassy-
eyed at videosd horribledescentsin the
Andies or Himalayas.

Call it juvenileor machobreast-
beating. But the attractiondf conquering
what is perceived as dangerous white-
water--hairboating—remainsanintegral
part of the psychedf the sport.

The problem is--every year the
enveloped what isconsidered the™ ulti-
mate run™ is pushed out alittlefurther.

Ten years ago in the East, the
Upper Yough was commonly consid-
ered thedefinition o the expert's prov-
ing ground. Althoughdam releasesmade
the Upper runnable every weekday, fewer
thanal00 paddlersayear testeditsclass
V, 120-feet per milerapids.

During the ensuing decade, the
Upper lost its exclusivity as more and
more boaters flailed down its technical
drops. And with familiarity came con-
tempt. The title o the Eastern expert's
test run was passed to the Russell Fork—
another classV river with adependable
releaseschedulein theautumn.

And now, even though only a
handful o the best of Eastern boaters
regularly best the Russall Fork—the rumors
o dill another signature hair-boat stream
circulatearound thecampsitesand take-
outs o the Eastern whitewater circuit:
the Narrowsof the Green.

As a responsible whitewater
magazine, perhaps thisarticleshould be
prefaced by paraphrasing the Surgeon
General's warning: 'Boating the Green
River Narrowscanbehazardoustoyour
health."”

The problem with reporting
newly discovered " on-the-edge’” white-
water runsisthe possibility that boaters
withanexaggeratedopiniond their ability
will put on where they don't belong.

Part of theproblemisthe neces-
sity o the whitewater rating system to
jam awide rangeof expert-level white-
water into the two top classes. Boaters
who manageto navigate the Upper Yough

(easyclassV) find themsel vestrashed on
the Russdll (hard class V). Similarly,
paddlersneed to recognizethat the Green
isasignificant step above the Russell.

In an effort to help boaters re-
late to the inherent risks of the Green,
veteransd theNarrowshavedevisedan
enlightened new rating system.

A river's difficulty isevaluated
by the number of timesa paddler needs
to urinate while scouting.

Using this methodology, the
GreenNarrowsqgualifiesasatwo-gallon
run.

roadbed intotheshaped apretzel —well,
that road would instantly declared un-
safeat any speed.

What does that tell you about
the Green River Narrows?

Prior tothemid T980s; theGreen
Narrowswere paddled infrequently and
most of thedropswere portaged.

Drought ruled the Southeast
through much of the past decade and
then two years of construction work at
the dam kept the river dry. The dam
work ended in 1988 and the Narrows

The Flume

Six hundred feet a mile. Just
how steep is600feet per mile, anyway?
What doesthat kind of extremegradient
look like? Worked out in terms o per-
cent—that's a descent of over 11%

Whenahighway dropsat more
that 7%(amere400feet per mile),al hell
breaksloose. Thestate DOT placesflash-
ing warninglightsat thetop of thegrade
and ahuge yellow signimploring truck-
ersto reduce gear.

Even so, man has not found a
way toconsistently stay in control while
descendinggradientsof that pitch. Every
week or so, a truck losesits brakes, ca-
reensdownhill with hideousspeed, fails
to negotiateacurve, flopsonitssideand
strewsitsload acrosstheshoulder. Nota
pretty sight.

Now, if you tacked on anaddi-
tional 3% or 4%to the steepest road you
haveever coasted down, liberally sprinkled
the pavement with rocks, logsand other
sundry obstructions, then twisted the

4E

were ready to be rediscovered, but for
nearly a year it was impossible to gain
release information on any given day.
Accesswaslimited to thelocas (mainly
staffers from the Nantahala Outdoor
Center) who could call Duke Power at 8
a.m. and be at the put-in by 10.

In recent years, Duke Power
becameincreasingly cooperativein pro-
viding releaseinformation, and someof
thebest hair-boatersfromacrossthe East
have made the pilgrimage to test the
Narrows, although at thiswriting, atotal
of less than 50 boaters have made the
descent.

Therearel2 major drops, aptly
termed *"the Dirty Dozen™, in the Nar-
rowssection. Asthe Narrowsbecamea
dependabl esourced whitewater recrea-
tion, expert paddlersgradually chipped
away at the Dirty Dozen until all of the
drops have been run--but not by more
than seven o the region's most daring
paddiers.



"A Freudian might nod
knowingly--then draw cer-
tain conclusions about
hair-boaters. And Hell,
he might beright...

..funninga drop like the Gorilla
can be better than sex."




The put-intothe Narrowsisat
the Tuxedo Power Plant—atypical small
generation facility on theleft bank of the
river. Paddlersdideinto thewater—usualy
in fat, plastic boats—and immediately
plungeinto action astheriver abruptly
plummetsover a10-foot boof.

The next three milesare a de-
lightful warm-up o class II-III water
withan occasiond [V asthenarrow stream
threads between overhanging trees and
lush banks covered with mountain lau-
rel.

Under normal circumstances,
threemilesd intermediaterapidswould

befilled with jocularity, river small talk | |
and horse-play. But with theguts o the |
Narrowslooming just downstream, every |

move becomes deliberate. Laughter is
forced. The overwhelming sense of sus-
pense forces the paddler to deposit the
first couplequartsd thetwo-gallonrun.

The tension pesks as the 1-26
bridge swingsinto view. Theentrance to
the Narrowsis just a miledownstream.
And onceit starts, for the next 3/4 mile,
theriver will seem todrop off thefaceof
theworld...

Thenamedf theopening rapid
isFrankenstein. If apaddler could easily
scout the drop--which hecan't, because
large boulders obscure the view, thisis
what hewould see:

Fromatiny eddy perchedat the
top right, an apparent line leads to the
left across a jet o water directly into a
narrow sl ot between twolargeboulders.
The slot abruptly ends in a three foot
drop where the monstrous portion of
Frankenstein begins.

i _Emergingfromthesiot, theline
takes a Wl-degroe hurn back o the right,

Trut here the issue becomes confused. A_|
small pyramid rock splits the current, -

but where to go--leftor right?

The left side drops four feet
directly towards an undercut rock--not
exactly a reassuring route. But the right
option leads to "'the jal house': a cave
with a vertical log jam in the middle.
Although paddlershave unintentionally
entered the cave and washed through
unscathed, the bottom of Frankenstein
underscores the serious nature of the
Green: thereare no clear choicesdf safe
lines through its rapids—just routes of
less peril.

After running Frankenstein, the
paddler enters a quarter mile of steep,
continuouswater beforeapproaching Boof
or Consequences. Thisstartsthe " must

scout" rapids of the Dirty Dozen, al-
though scrambling over the large boul-
dersand through thick patchesd poison
ivy remains achallengein itself.

Theentrance to Boof or Conse-
quencesisasl ot approximately threefeet
inwidthfilledwith roisterouswater that
races for 20 feet. Exiting the dot, the
paddler isfaced with a hump o water
created by a partialy submerged rock.
Boofing off the right side d the hump,
the boater drops eight feet directly into
another tight slot followed by a quick
turn to the left and another four-foot
drop intoasmall pool.

The paddler haslittleopportu-
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Hammer Factor

nity tocollect himsdf. TheSqueeze, Zwink
Backend and Chief quickly follow. Fail-
uretohittherightlineinail o therapids
resultsin dire consequences. Chief is a
primeexample. Thecorrect procedureis
to line up on river left, pick up good
speed and boof intoaneddyinthecenter
of theriver. Thenyou power throughthe
eddyand slamintoathree-footwidesl ot
that drops eight feetinto an eddy.

What happens if an unfortu-
nate paddl er failsto make theslot?Hell
probably runbackwardsover thewrong
side of Chief onto a pinning rock. And
even if he avoids the pinning rock, the
current leadsinto an undercut rock that



inturnfeedsacave.

Wait a second. What's this ar-
ticleabout, anyway? None of this non-
sense sounds likefun.

Youre right. Hair-boating is
seldom fun. At least not whileyou're in
the middledf arun.

Great daysonthe Greencan be
the most exciting experience a paddler
can encounter when conditions are per-
fect—wheneveryoneinthegroup makes
intelligent decisions whether to run or
portage particular drops, clipping off as
many o the Dirty Dozen as they fed
comfortable with.

But bad days on the Green are
not only a nightmare to the paddler suf-
fering through a poor performance but
can be a heart-stopping experience for
therest o the group. Watching afriend
struggl e through a dangerous rapid can
unravel anyone's nerves. And when the
karma o a group starts to sour—prob-
lems seem to snowball.

Thecondition that separateshair-
runs from ""normal™ whitewater is that
failure to makeacertain moveisnot an
option. To missa required boof, fal to
catchacrucial eddy or blow acritical line
could easily result in injury to the pad-
dler or other members o the party who
have to effect a rescue.

In that situation, even the most
experienced paddlerscan experiencethe
agony of self-doubt. Scouting arapid is
difficult when your limbs are made of
lead. Lunch breaksare disastrous when
fighting back waves o nausea. No-a
day filled with anxiety can hardly be
considered a pleasant day on the water.

So--whatkind of boaterisready
to paddlethe Green?What constitutesa
"hair-boater?"

Firg, there's the obviousrequire-
ment of an unusual amount o skill and
experience. Their ability to evaluate the

" doability" of aparticular dropisbased |

onyearsd navigating similar water.

Secondly, a hair-boater is dis-
tinguished by a single-minded attitude.
Once he elects to run a certain line, he
becomesalmost serene—confidentin his
ability to put his boat precisely where he
intends. Itisasingular lack of imagina-
tion that mortal paddlers would label
brain-dead.

And finaly, hair-boaters are
supreme scramblers. When their best-
laid plans go awry, hair-boaters react
like a ""right-stuff' the test pilot of an
experimental aircraft. The jet has just

entered adeath spiral, but thepilot camly
attempts possi blesol ution after possible
solution until the planeeither pullsupor
augersin.

Similarly, a hair-boater seldom
panics when the going gets weird, but
exhibitsan uncanny ability toimprovise
under conditions that would paralyze
normal boaters.

To be perfectly honest, few
whitewater paddlers possessthequalifi-
cations o a hair-boater. In fact, few
whitewater paddlers care if they ever

| gain thosequalifications. After al, class

V-VI water isscary—andit's nofunbeing
terrified.

But if that description fails to
adequately summarizetheexclusivity o
the hair-boater's world, aglimpseat the
next rapid would convinceyou that the

1-Green best be |€eft to paddlers who are

redefining the world navigability.

Although flume repairs are
scheduled for completionin 1991,
Duke Power plans to continue to
recognize the heavy downstream
whitewater use.

According to Mary Kath-
erine Scarborough of Duke Power
Corporate Communications, the
plant will be used as apeak power
plant-not always on line.

Even during times when
power is produced, Duke plans to
hold onto water for weekend rec-
reational releases. The Green
appearsto haveasecurefutureas
one of the nation's premier high-
performance whitewater runs.

Gorilla hasbeen run, but many
paddlers elect to use therelatively easy
portage trail. Thereasonsare obvious:

The entrance to Gorilla starts
with an &foot boof move into a small
two-boat eddy. Just bel ow theentireriver
dumps through a wild three-foot wide
slot that ends immediately above *'the
Gorilla”--a 20-plus-foot falls.

After spilling over the Gorilla,
the Green surgesintoan eight-footwide
dotalsoknown as''the Flume." Stretch-
ingfor90feet, the Flumefunnel swater at
break-neck speed beforecareening over
aslidethat drops15 feet into a hole that
is backed up by a hole protruding from
theriver left bank.

Just past the hole, fortunate
paddlerswill catchaneddy ontheright.

o1

Miss the eddy and a boater will run
:mother 15-foot dlide into another hole
ihat isbacked with another rock.

Looking up from the bottom of
Gorilla, a paddler viewsapproximately
Dfeet o verticd—al technicd, fast, pushy
and meaty. And while the anticipation
before the drop can be intense--almost
painful —therelease at the bottom isin-
tensely satisfying.

A Freudian might nod know-
ingly at that description--thendraw cer-
tainconclusionsabout hair-boaters.And
Hdl, he might be right: running adrop
likethe Gorillacan be better than sex.

But then, the same might be
said about Green Scream Machine, Rapid
Transit, Nutcracker and Sunshine--four
more tough class V drops within the
Narrows before the river slacks off to
mereclass IV boogie water for thefinal
three miles.

Once the Narrows have been
successfully navigated, the mood o
boaters paddling the Green perceptibly
lightens. Butonenamed drop remainsto
be run—the Hammer Factor—just 1/4 mile
from the takeout.

At the Hammer Factor, theriver
narrows to just 10 feet then drops 10
vertical feet against the river left bank.
Paddlers disappear into the powerful
hole at the bottom that pushes beneath
an undercut rock before making a 90-
degreeturntotheleftand swooshingthe
mat out. Even large-volume boats like
Dancers and Corsicas will perform
mystery moves-disappearingfor up to
five seconds before reappearing down-
stream.

A few minuteslater, the Green
roundsan island and the takeout for the
Narrows section appears. The takeout
fortheNarrowsand put-infor theeasier
downstream section (aone-pint run) are
the same. Novice paddlers heading out
for anafternoond easy play at theclass
I Big and Little Corkies might pass
physically and mentally drained boat-
as, draggingtheir kayakstothe parking
lot.

Jeez--couldthat be fun?

No, it's hair-boating. And right
now, the Green River Narrows is the
stream that defines theterm.



OVERFLOW
CREEK

Snapshotsd a classic Georgiaclass V descent
reveal the attraction and peril d hairboating.

By DUDLEY BASS




In the pages of North Carolina Canoeing,
Baob Sehlinger and Don Otey write™If SectionlV of

the Chattooga bores you, try Overflow Creek."

They declared it was for "boaters with...a little
insanity.”" That was the predicament the four of us
foundourselvesinonesunny warmafternoon: were
we really all that bored with Section IV?Heck, after
al, the Chattooga was at a romping 28 on the
gauge. Intheend wefigured we wereindeed bored
with Section IV and probably not quiteall therein
the head, either. We mainly wanted relief from the
crowds congregating along Section III that day for
therecent International Peace Rally. Asmuchaswe
enjoyed partying with theSovietsand CostaRicans,
whenitcamedowntothewater, wewere seekersof

solitude. So off into the wilderness o North Geor-
gids Chattahoochee National Forest we went.

Though one zigzags back and forth along
the Georgia-South Carolina border to get there,
Overflow Creeks lies entirely in Rabun County,
Georgia. It flows through the mountains into the
West Fork o the Chattooga River, which in turn
runs into Section I, a mythical hair run which is
illegal to boat. Lower overflow issupposed tobea
beautiful, mellowrunfor beginner paddlers, butthe
Upper sectiondrops158feet per milefor four miles
throughnarrow, boulder-choked gorgeswith steep,
lovely walls. Rhododendronsthicket the bankslike
iron octopi.

It took almost an hour and a haf todrive
therefrom the NOC Chattooga Outpost and set up
shuttle. We rumbled up Three Forks (FSR-86B), a
rough dirt road, and finally, we saw it. Overflow
gushed from alarge culvert beneath a bend in the
road to plunge over an ugly waterfal. The creek
dropped about 15 feet onto an enormous boul der
jutting from dense jungle on the left.

"Isthat it?' thethreed uswho had never
seen Overflow before asked. 'Wow!"" Do people
runthat?Gosh, I've heard all kindsaf horror stories
aboutOverflow, but, man, doesthewholegoddamn
creek look like that?”

"Naw, most folks put in below that drop,
but therest of it's pretty steep, too™ replied theone
who had only run Overflow oncebefore.

I wassurprised how calm | was unloading
my boat and dressing for the trip. | remembered
how terrified I'd been on my first steep creek de-
scents last spring and wondered how long | could
keepfear at bay thistime. It won't belong, | chuck-
led. Hell, I likeagood adrenalin buzz anyway. And
this time, unlike an earlier adventure down Slick-
rock Creek, | carried my camera. [twasmyintention
totakealot o pictures. | imagined myself bobbing
peacefully in an eddy shooting glorious waterfall
dramas. Littlewas| to know that by theend of the
trip | wasready to throw that damn cameraaway.

Wesnaked downasteepbut short trail and
dlid off intoalargeeddy. It wasWednesday, March
21,1990. Thesun waswarm, but the water wasicy.

| looked about for water moccasins, haf expecting

themtodropoutdf the jungleand wraparound my
neck, but it wastooearly intheyear for venomous
reptiles. Thewater level waslow, but there wasstill
plenty to paddle. Minimum water levelsfor Over-
flow is 25 on the Chattooga gauge, with 3.0 a
maximum for open boaters. Being my first time
down Overflow, | did not know whether to sigh
with relief that the water was not pushy or groan
withmisery atall thebarerockstobroach on. Itwas
2:45 PM.

Jeff Nelsonand | were theonly onesfrom
NOC.Jeff had runthecreekoncebef oreand wasthe
most experienced steepcreeker in the party. Peter
Heller, formerly o NOC and now a writer for
Outside based in Boulder, Colorado, and Landsin

Arnold, aPrijon representative, alsofrom Boulder,
constituted the rest of the group. We all paddied
kayaks: Jeff loved hisJeti, Landis loved his T-Can-
yon even more, and Peter switched seats just so he
could paddle hisInvader. | felt just finein my AQ.

Overflow is a classic hair run. So many
stories have been told about it by sofew people |
wanted tofind out for mysdf. I've been pushing my
limits, and thought mysdf up to the challenge. |
knew when | put on it would probably be the
hardest thing I've ever paddied, even harder than
the Cascades o the Upper Nantahala, or so I've
heard. | knew people were occasionally killed or
injured attempting such descents. JohnDolbeare, a
friend of mineat NOC, died last year on the Lower
Meadow. Fedling nervous, | had to question my
motives. Even though steepcreekin' is fun, it defi-
nitelyisnot playing.| enjoy the physical and mental
challengeif boating onthe edgefor sustained peri-
ods of time, feeling mysdf become one with the
river, onewith nature. Thereissomestrange unde-
finablespiritual joy in reverting back to sheer ani-
mal ingtinct, asif sheddinglayersd civilized thought
bringsonecloser todeity. Perhapsthedegeneration
back into animal is superior to the phony and
dangerousfragility of manseparating himself from
nature. | mumbled my prayers to the River Gods
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and turned downstream toward thefirst horizon.

Beforeweknew it wewerebombing down
steep, technical class 3 rapids. Nature upped the
ante as we caromed down nasty, twisting class 4
falsferryingfromoneeddy tothenext. The sun was
out, the sky a gorgeous deep blue ribbon above
giant slabs of stone. We blasted down the creek,
laughing and joking among ourselves yet with a
strong reverencefor what wereon. Theriver went
around abend and then dropped intoadark, quar-
ter-milelongclass5 chasm. I pivoted around rocks
and hammered downonerolling drop after another
between immense rock walls rising up into the
overhanging gloom. Maybe thiswas Twilight, but
weweren't familiar withthenames. Fedlinglikel'd
been bouncing on aroller coaster, | duffeckedinto
an eddy with the others and whooped. | felt good.
In control. Though whileinthemiddled therunl|
wasthinking, " Damn, | can't takeno picturesinthis
kinda shit!"*

The river scraped through a class 3 and
then vanished to theleft. Weeddied out. Seven-car
Pile-up wethink, though weweren't sure. “Things
start toget hard now,"* J&f warned. Overflowdropped
about 20feet off broken ledgesintoaboilinghorse-
shoe hydraulic edged by an undercut bank. Our
first runnable class 6. There was an obvious high
water route sliding off thefar right, but it was too
low and rocky today. We walked.

Webombed down theriveralittlebit more
and cametoanother5/6drop, ajaggeddoubledrop
through three bad holesonto a barely submerged
rockpile. Even the sneak route looked wicked. We
looked long and hard. Maybe this was Gravity, or
was it SwissCheese?We weren't certain. Wewere
eager torunit, but it just did not look possible. As
wescouted, a beautiful rainbow formed inthe mist
tossed up by the falls. A sign for good luck? We
threw alogin. It dropped gracefully over thefalls,
then pinned verticallyat thebottom. Thelog jerked
and typewritered around inacirclewhilestill erect,
then brokeinto pieces. Wewalked again.

Finally after more3/4 rapids, wecameto
thelip o another waterfall. Wedidn't mind getting
out of our boats to scout, but weweregetting tired
of walking. Welooked again. Theriver plunged 30
feet down a big V-shaped funnel pocked with ex-
ploding humps o water into a deep, clean pooal.
Classb. Weranit. | didn't evenflip. Peter, however,
nearly blew out his shoulder was he airbraced
throughoned thoseexploding humpsd water. It
didn't bother himthen, but the next day heclaimed
his shoulder was so soreit tortured him to pull on
his shirt. Landsin was gonzo crazy. He couldn't
believe he ran that thing. Whoopin’ and grinnin’.
Jeff just satin hisJetiall cooland mellowand smiled.
Weél, | just couldn't sit still. | had to get in some
whoopin’ and grinnin’, too. Weheard thisdrop was
called ""Singless" asin you lose your veice going
over the fals, but later discovered it was really
named ""Singlee" or "*Singley"""* inhonor o thefirst
person to run it. Shucks, | sort o liked the first

explanation better.

We then entered the rapids o what we
thought was probably SwissCheese, alongclass4/
5 pitch through many offset dropsand tight chutes.
The canyon walls narrowed inon usas | paddled
overthefirstdrop. Elated after runningthebigfalls,
| made a mistake. Not having enough speed, |
dropped off aweird slide that threw meintoa pin-
ningrock. | should havegoneright, but got thrown
leftintoachute. My boat wedged and stopped. The
bank was undercut just enough so that my boat
suddenly rolled upside down. | got Slammed on
rocksin shallow water and tried fiercely to roll.
Every timel set up the paddlegot ripped out of one
hand or theother. Goddamn it, I'm gonnaroll! Sol
hung in there and started bashing over dropsand
runningout o air. What wasit Charlie Walbridge
has written recently on boatershanging in so long
they pinned and died ?1 bailed outfast. Saw horizon
linesahead. Stroked for shorelikeamadman. Didn't
even attempt to hold on to my gear and float feet
first. | powered up the bank and was scrambling
back upstream with a swollen elbow and a big
bruiseon my ass.

Theothers had saved my boat. Somewhat
embarrassed, | hooked up my breakdown paddie
and joined theminaneddy. Directly below wasthe
crux of therapids. All thewater funnelled through
anastyslot split byawedge-shapedrockcovered by
aninchor two o water. Theslot-funnel wasalso a
5-foot fals. "*Someone once pinned in there and
broke his boat,” Jeff told us matter-of-factly. "'So
run right over thetop o therock and jumpit.”* All
four o usobeyed and had cleanlines. | found my
paddle, then Peter discovered hisankleswerethrob-
bing. Apparently hed bruised them when he pi-
toned in oned the upper dropsd Swiss Cheese.

Below uslurked the Marginal Monster, a
classé nightmare. Overflow Creek blasted over two
big drops, each one into a horrible hole. Then the
water poured over a third drop wit most of it
duicingdown alethally undercut chute that could
barely be sneaked. A few more drops followed
before the creek dumped into alargeeddy. Most
peoplewalk it, though it hasbeenrun successfully.
Jeff had tried during hisfirst trip down Overflow,
and had gotten stuck in the top holeand swam. It
wasa horrendousswim, but heemerged unscathed.
That was enough. He was walking the Monster
today, and wefollowed.

Before one could portage the Monster,
however, we first had to run the class 4 entrance
rapids into an eddy on river left. Caled Igor, it
consisted o eddyhoppingthroughacomplexmaze
with an enormous, house-sized boulder at theend
in the middle of the current. The rock was badly
undercut and connected to shore by a jumble of
boulder sieveson theright. Jeff, who was leading,
somehow found himself shoved toward the under-
cut rock. | saw himstruggling tobackpaddle before
he disappeared from view. | yelled to Peter. We
eddied out and grabbed rescue gear. Peter and |



climbed up aface of mossy rock and scrambled up
a steep bank clustered with rhododendrons. Fdl
from rotten wood as Peter lunged ahead. | tried to
race, but found mysdf crawling on hands and
knees. Stumblingand cursing, | popped back down
to the water to behold a frightening sight.

Jeff was sucked into the boulder sieve up
tothecockpit.Landsin and Peter wereboth leaning
over the rockpile from above gripping J&ff by the
shoulders of his lifgjacket. J&ff had let go d his
paddl eand wasbracinghimsalf against the narrow
tunnel with his head bent back beneath the rock.
Landsin and Peter looked very tired and scared
whileJeff wobbled thereontheedged death crack-
ing jokes. It wasanincredibleview. If Landsin had
not reached him in time, Jeff most certainly would
have been pulled underwater into the undercut
sieveand jammed without being able to wet-exit.
Evenif hehad managed toswim through, it would
havespat himdirectly intotheMarginal Monster. |
wasashamed toadmitit, but myfirstinstinct wasto
takeapicture.

It would have been a fantastic picture! |
imagined Landsin's and Peter’s gripping faces, Jeff’s
contorted body, colorful paddling clothes against
raw rock, all plastered on the pagesdf magazines
and newspapers. My Nikon was fastened to my
PFD. For ananosecond | wavered, but | didn't have
any time.A man'slife wasatstake,and | wasscared.
I inched into the water around a steep boulder to
grab Jeff's stern grabloop bobbingout of thewater.
The sieve started sucking mein and the water got
toodeep. | glued mysdlf totherock and reached out
as far as | could reach. ""Hurry!"" Landsin hissed
while Jeff mumbled funny stories. Peter appeared
about to lose his balance any minute. | couldn't
reach Jeff. Wishing for a rescue hook, | gripped a
carabiner witha prussicattached and extended my
arm. | could barely reach Jeff. After what seemed
like hours, | managed to biner into Jeff's bobbing
boat and pull him out. | gave him a hug whilethe
son-of-a-bitch smiled.

JohnDolbeare's ghost came back to haunt
usfrom the Lower Meadow. Theauthorsdf North
Georgia Canoeing did warn us that ""at least one
highly skilled boater nearly lost hislifeon thecreek
recently.” What goesoninthemind o rescuer and
victim?Itall seemsaflashingblur dof action, instinct,
and rapid-fire thinking. Everything goes into a
numbing overdrived gut-wrenching fear, yet we
were ecstatic and self-congratul atory over the suc-
cessful rescue.My friendsand | wereel ated, but we
werereally justlucky.Matterslikewhat type of boat
Jeff paddled comeintoplay. If hehad beeninacreek
squirt boat, like Whitney Shieldswas in when he
was killed on the Lower Meadow ten days after
Dolbeare, Jff might have joined them. A radical
low-volume boat like a Screamin' Meanie could
possibly havebeensucked downdeep underwater,
but Jeff's Jeti, being a big-volumespud, floated up
through the sieve currents, enabling a speedy res-
cue. A paddiehook would have aided an even

quicker rescue.

After the near-missin Igor and a difficult
portagearound theM arginal Monster, we paddled
onthroughmorecontinuousclass3-4+ rapids. This
time Jeff was using Landsin's break down, the
second time such paddles were used today. It was
getting late, and we were exhausted. | hadn't had
anything toeat all day saveafew cookiesfor lunch,

and the other three weretired from staying up late
the night before chugging vodka. When wearrived
atthelastclassb, aminefieldd rocksand holescalled
Pinball, weel ected to portagefrom sheer exhaustion.
Wenormally would haverunit, but by thistimewe
were too tired to fed gonzo. Then Landsin spied
Jeff's paddlein an eddy halfway down Pinball and
elected to run. Hehad aclean lineall the way down
and saved the paddle. We waited for him at the
bottom, then cast off together into the waninglight.
Thesun wasout o view and the temperaturedrop-
ping. All four o usshivered from time to timeand
conversationgradually died out aswe concentrated
on getting down theriver.

Thereweremorecontinuousclass3rapids
and afew morechallengingclass4drops. Wewere
water zombies. Numb and tired, we struggled to
maintain attention. | caught myself paddling slop-
pily into an eddy near an undercut and berated
myself. Tired and cold, | reminded mysdf thiswas
no placetoscrew up. OverflowCreekisinanincredi-
bly remotegorge, hoursaway fromany hospital. At
long last theriver mellowed out, and there wasthe
bridge signalling the take-out. It was 6:30. Gonzo
fever returned for onelast danceas we yahooed our
way up thelast steep, rhododendron-covered bank
to the van. We sobered down as thoughts turned
back to the near-missesd theday. Of thefour of us,
only Landis emerged unharmed. | stared over into
thedarkeninggorge, wondering why | waspaddling
such stuff, why | was pushing mysalf soclosetothe
edge. What was thepoint?It wasbeyondbeauty. The
beautiful nightmaresd Overflow had seduced me
with its awesome power, and | vowed to return.
Maybe to take more pictures.
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PIG-BOATER?

TECHNO-WEENIE?

Rivalries surface

as squirt boats submerge

By PETER COGAN

It'slikeadisc. | wasin thewater, ==ral selection still at work.

but I had no momentum, and | was always
tipping over. And | was always bracing --
you can't sit in it upright

--First Timer in a Squirt Boat

Onedayj ust changed thelayout o
my paddling season. | couldn't believe | was
relaxed about getting stern squirted in Class
V water. It wasnobig deal. By theend of the
day | was comfortable.

--Firgt Timerin a Squirt Boat

The two weekend releases on
theWest River in Jamaica, Vermont are
usually a circus, occasionally a horror
show, and often a good time. Thecrafts
includethelatestlow volumesquirt boats
with wild, custom graphics, the stan-
dard roto-molded plastic boats, canoes
o al types, and the true daredevils of
our rivers. tubers. Or as Nealy said, natu-

Thefirst wave isabeauty, and
wesurf itfor hours. | wasonit, paddling
alow volumeScreamin' Meanie, whena
red, plastic " spud"” boat plopped onto
thewavefrom above, the paddlerignor-
ingthefiveor sootherswaitinginlinein
each eddy on the sides of the wave. |
paddled into the eddy, unwilling to be
""spudded,”” wondering if this wasn't
another case o plastic vs. glass, surface
VS. squirt, roto-molded vs. radical.

Regardlessd hisintentions, it
was typical of a New England (and na-
tional?) problem: the peaceful coexis-
tence o plastic and glass boats. While
certainly not on par with theemergence
o Eastern Europe as a global issue, it
affectsacoregroup of seriousriver run-
ners, and demands attention. These are
theobservationsd a New England kay-
aker, watching the battles from nearby
eddies, and occasionally becoming in-
volved in a skirmish or two.

= As kayaking has undergone a

mini-explosion in New England, the
community o paddlers have divided:
plasticvs. glasshoaters. Whiletheracing
community has always been a part o
New England paddling, a new group --
the squirt boaters, paddling custom fi-
berglass and kevlar boats -- have ap-
peared within the last few years, and
tensions have surfaced.

Essentially, it's asif new crafts
suddenly invaded thewaters, takingover
surfingwavesand holes, their practitio-
ners often wearing clothing whose col -
orsaremoreoftenseenat an up-scaleski
resort, and speaking a new language.
Truly, these boats were being paddled
by aliens.

Squirt boaters talked about
“splatting’’ inorgasmictones." Mystery
moves' and "rocket moves” were dis-
cussed inintricatedetail, with theword
""subsurface™ often being used. 5 over
6" ““boofing”....thelist went on.
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The boatsthemselves added to
themystery. Simplebut bold roto-molded
colors were out. Pinstripes were gone.
Instead, multicolored crafts, some with
near day-glodetail, appeared. Somehad
splatter patterns on the bottom, others
splatter patternson top. Jackson Pollack

in pink, designsetched on thestem deck...it
was chaos.

Andfinally,of course, theboats
paddied, well, differently. Someseemed
tobeunder water most o thetime. Others
could slideinto holesand surf them asif
they were waves. A squirt boat would
enter an eddy in at least three different
ways:. the standard sweep and Dufek
stroke; alean forward and sweep stroke
sothat the paddler entered bow first like
a corkscrew entering a bottle df wine; a
reverse sweep with the squirtist hitting
theeddy on hisback, and the bow doing
a pirouette. The view from the eddy:
bizarre.

And what happened next is
knowntoall New England paddlers: the
plasticboatersand thesquirtor low volume

boaters went their separate ways. Stere-
otypes emerged. Plastic boaters were
""novices." They gotintheway. They sat
ontheeddy lines. If you saw one, it was
no big deal, because they'd be blown
downstream fast anyway. Squirt boat-

L ers, ontheother hand, were*"hip."" They
would have had afield day. Grabloops
7 But they thought they owned theeddies.

were on the cutting edge o kayaking.

Their razoredged bowsand sternscame
dangerously close. Butto them, themore
radical, thelouder, the wilder — the bet-
ter.

Not so, of course. Like Eastern
Europe, the issue is considerably more
complex.

Plastic boaters aren't turkeys,
and glassboatersaren't the hottest of the
hot. My friend Bob, an excellent (plastic)
boater with a glass race boat, offers a
balanced perspective. He sees the issue
as composite boats versus plastic boats,
asopposed tosquirt vs. plastic.Sure, the
glassboatscan do more: they are lighter
and more maneuverable. In addition,
while plastic boats tend to either get

"blown out™ or ""endered out' on big-

ger, steeper waves, the glass boats can
ride steeper waveshy digginginthetail,
and thus surf at a shallower angle. In
plastic, he says, **you give up 10-20 de-
-grees.”” Finally, composite boats offer a
better fit, and thusfaster response.

Nevertheless, he sees distinct
advantages,and aclear market, toa plagtic
boat which he paddles when not racing.
Plasticis obviously an intelligent choice
for beginners, given its durability. It's
easier to learn the basic skillsin a boat
that is a stable as kayaks can get. In
addition, youdon't havetorepair aplas-
ticboat. Well, almost never. Finally, their
greater volumemakesenderingand hole
playing easier.

The issue of **attitude™ on the
river issubtler. Histheory isthat squirters
tend to be boaters who have paddied
longer than most, and have a sense of
community from the proverbial **old
days™:

Thesearefolkswho havebeen
in the sport longer, long enough to re-

member when it wasa pretty tight boat-
ingcommunity. Thesport started small.

"F.




Threetofour yearsagoit exploded, and
since these guys started earlier, they've
moved onto different
boats. They have a new tight commu-
nity. They have set themselves apart to
bedifferent from the rest of the crowd.
Bobalsoseesthesquirt boatsas
a'"new twist" to kayaking. 'You run a
riveralot, and you eventually want more

| excitement. As you get more comfort-

ableonthesameriver, you keepstriving
for bigger water, morechalenges Squirt
boats thus becomea ** new frontier" for
kayaking.

Maybe. | seeit asadeeper is-
sue, involving theuniquepsycheof New
England. A combination o the work
ethicand the Puritanattitudethat lingers

in usall. JohnCalvin, the quintessential
New Englander, would haveloved pad-
dlinginthisarea.Cold, rainyMarchdays
withlittlehoped salvation or sun. Near
frozen fingersand toes, compounded by
3Hdegreewater. A seemingly whimsical
season, offering noguarantees o water,
but only steady prayer tothe Gods-- the
rain Gods.

Which of theseboaterswould
you buy a used kayak from?

Whichdf theseboaterswould
you prefer to drive your shuttle?

Which of theseboaterswould
alow todate your sister?

Whichdf theseboaterswould
you ask to run safety for you?

Stereotypes are prevalent in
our society. It seemstobean unavoid-
able human failing for one group to
look down on another.

Boatersare no exception. In
theEad, it seemstoacommon attitude
among low-volume glass boaters that
paddlersin plastic craft are bumbling

Conversely, plastic boaters of -
ten regard their low-volumebrethren as
mindl ess show-offswho have forgotten
theoriginal purposed whitewater boat-
ing—runningariver.

Inreality, thelow-volumeglass
boatsdo require a higher degree of skill
to handlein difficult water. And likea
finely-tunedsportscar--asquirt boat can
offer a higher degree o performance
when paddled by an expert.

However, it isa matter of fact
that there are plenty of squirt boatsout
there that are paddled by individuals
withinadequateskills. And theresulting
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T mayhem creates problems for surface

and squirt boaters alike.

And there are plenty of sur-
face boaters on theriver, whofor rea-
sonsd comfort, durability or econom-
ics, prefer their old stand-bys. Still,
they can make their Dancer do every-
thing but stand up and sing.

These new stereotypes are
crazy. The boat doesn't make the pad-
dler.

And, oh, yeah--theanswer to
those opening four questions: none of
them.

They dl look like typica white-

water scum.--chris koll




And Calvin would havepaddled
plastic. Plastic boats take work to move.
They arelimitedintheir range: they paddle
on the surface only. They can "suf,"”
"play,’”" and ""ender.”” They comein se-
datebluesand reds, bananaydlow, simple
black and whites. Perfect for the Puritan
Paddler.

Squirt boats, on theother hand,
areradical. A squirt-boating Puritanisa
contradictionin terms. “Splatter” graph-
ics, for example, upset theentire surface
boat reality. Each boat is an individual
statement, while each type takes the
paddler further and further away from
theold, smpledaysSurface Redlity. What
God-fearingNew Englander, for example,
would ever beseeninaScreamin’ Meanie?
That's thedevil's work, man. What staid
New Englander would be caught doing
a mystery move? It soundsillegal. No.
Better off to play it safe, stay within the
confines o Surface Reality, avoid the
complexities, irregul aritiesand metaphysi-
cal wanderingsd thecrafty squirt boats.
Who knows where they will bring you?

Squirt boats are anathema to
theNew England work ethic. Becaused
their designand weight, you don't need
to work as hard. Surfing a wave is the
clearestexample; you canuse thetail and
your body weight to movetheboat, rather
than pushing on the paddler. In other
words, you work less, and play more.
Heresy! Heresy! Calvin would say.

Finaly, Fear, a constant in the
Calvinistreigion, ismitigated with squirt
boats. Just watch what happens when
twoboat er s - squirt and plastic-gothrough
onelarge hole.

It doesn't matter redlly. The issue
isFunontheRiver,andfuncanbe had by

al. Of course, mixed groups remain
problem. Differentboatscan surf differ-
ent waves. Different boaters play differ-
ent spots-- surface boaters would bored
silly in the same eddy a squirt boater
could play dl day in. Some want to
ender, whilesome want to splay. Some
want to blast holes, some want to side
surf. Thesearedifficultchoices- regional,
national, international .

Certainly, however, some ini-
tial guidelines can be tentatively sug-
gested for the sake o interspacial har-
mony.

- Thosein Plasi

‘When you seefivesquirt boat-
ersinaneddy, avoid theurgetoseethem
as bowling pins. Rather than crash into
them, chest-high, enter the eddy grace-
fully, perhaps saying" So, uh, you guys
from around here?"

-Try to be friendly. Instead of
"is there really a boat underneath you™
or "are you a paraplegic?’ try ""Ges,
that's aninterestingdesign. Let meget to
thesided thiseddy, awayfromtheeddy
line'"

‘Whenapproachinga play-spot
from upstream, look for a holding pat-
ternin theeddy. There usually isone.

-Speak thesamelanguage. Talk
aboutrivers, politics, Conrad's " Heartd
Darkness." Avoid referencesto new steps
in the roto-molding process, durability
issues, and the meritsd Harmony paddles.
Don't callasquirtboater a'* squirtheed,"”
a ""techno-weenie' or especially a
" podimasochist.™

-Enjoy and respect the river.
Kayakersarestill kayakers, regardlessd
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what they are paddling.

EorThosein Glass

‘When entering an eddy filled
with plastic boats, play it cool. Don't do
a ninja -- arrive more or less on the
surface, bow generdly inthewater. Avoid
asking stupid questions like "*Can you
blast thishol€'" or ""where's the squeeze
in thiseddyline?"

-Don’t be contentious. Saying
1 used to paddle plastic in the early
eighties’ or ""did you pack a cooler in
that boat™ is not appropriate. Calling a
surface boater a*'river turkey," a"* spud
boater,”" or a ' pig boater' is definitely
out.

Communicate. Takin thelan-
guage dof rivers, not of boats. Say "'you
really should have hit that eddy higher**
instead of ""gee, you maxxed out your
charc into the sgqueeze way too early,
dude.”" Those listening to subsurface
communi cations, completewith subsur-
facejargon, might want to put you sub-
surface.

-Share with your plastic bud-
dies. Two minutes on a wave is long
enough, even if you don't need w=mm
paddle.

‘Enjoy and respect the river.
Kayakersarestill kayakers, regardlessd
what they are paddling.

Editor'sNote: Peter Cogan learned to paddle
in a Perception Quest, and then used a
Mirage, followed by a Dancer.He now paddes
- not squirts - a New Wave Vampire and a
Screamin’ Meanie. Heisthe President d the
Kayak and Canoe Club d Boston and hails
from Vermont.



"Yo 've'got afriend”

"Right" and "Left" are only paddle commands
when a former cold warrior finds himself

trapped in a raft pitching
through Bull Sluice

with five Russian
madmen.




By JOE GREINER

There! Rightover there! That's
the last eddy to take out if we want to
scout Bull Sluice.™

"Nyet!! Vego! Da?!"

"DAIII" said the crew.

All but one, that is. We hurtled past
theeddy o last resort asl silently said a
string o curse words, despair words,
and a prayer...in that order. | briefly
considered abandoningship but wewere
already intheapproachrapid. My Sovi-
ets were going to run the ""Bull" at 2.8
without even aglance! | couldn't help
them much. They spoke dmost noEnglish
and | spokeevenlessRussian. Sx paddies
dugin aswelooked down the gut at a
large pillow on the horizon. About two
hundred people lined the two sides o
therapid. Asour six person raft hurtled
towardstheedge, | could hear the noise

o crowd anticipation riseaswegot closer |

to thedrop.

My father became an engineer
in1942 and spent WW II workingin the
Brooklyn Naval Yard. His project...the
Norden bombsight...thetarget...Germany

and Japan. His effort from behind the

lineshel ped the USA achievethetechno-
logical superiority that helped win
that war.

IN1945, | camedong. Thirty
years later, | was employed by a
Germancompany. Seven yearsafter
that, | was employed by a Japanese
company.

Thefirst-bornsonemployed by people
that the father had helped to bomb.
And now, at theage of 45, | wasina
raft with 5 Soviets helping to liter-
ally carry theRussianflag on Ameri-
cansoil: I, who had served during Nam,
tohelpstemthe"'red tide' wasridingin
a ""red raft” towards the edge of the
""Bull".
| had heard about Nantahala
90in1989. Almost assoon asthe Ameri-
can teamsreturned from the1989 Chuya
Rally in Siberiain the Soviet Union, the
word wasout. TheRussiansarecoming!
The world iscoming!

Several forces were at work to
make thishappen. River runninginthe
Soviet Unionisvery much ahomemade
operation. Sinceitisrelatively easier to
makehomemadetubesthat float, than to
makekayaksor canoes, the Sovietstend
to paddle rafts and catarafts. Soviets
have been gathering on the banks of the

ChuyaRiver inSiberiad theUSSRinthe
spring snceabout 1979. Herethey would
compare gear and engage in rafting
competition.

Project RAFT (Russians And
Americans For Teamwork) was started
in 1986 by two Californians, Jib Ellison
and MikeGrant ""to further the mutual
understanding and cooperationbetween
nations...by providingamodel of team-
work for survival.”" Through joint So-
viet-Americanwhitewater rafting trips,
Project RAFT has brought hundreds o
Americansand Sovietstogether.

In 1988, Project RAFT was in-
vited to send ateam tothe Chuya Rally.
That led, in 1989, to seven American
teamsand fifteen teamsfrom other parts
o theworld being invited to participate
intherally. TheSoviet Peace Fund cov-
ered thein-country costsfor al the for-
eignteamsoncethey arrived inMoscow. |

It was now atrueinternational |
event and when the Soviet Peace Fund |
proposed thatin1990, therallybeheldin |
the United States, Project RAFT and The !

|

_Nantahala Outdoor Center eagerly ac-

cepted the sponsorship and Nantahala
'90 was conceived. The statement of
purposeissimpleand direct. ‘'Thereis
no more effective means of developing
teamwork and trust than literally put-
ting peoplein the same boat where they
must work together to negotiate a de-
manding whitewater river; and thereis
no more effective way of developing
compassion, friendship, and ultimately,
the world peaceweall longfor, than to
involve peoplein alarge sporting event
at aremoteste.™

The remote site was Wesser,
North Carolina. Thesportingevent was
Nantahala'90, sixdays o rafting, kayak-
ing, and triathal on eventsduring the week

il

o March18to 25. Eventually forty-one
teamsfrom seventeen nationswerethere.
TwelveAmericanand twelveSoviet teams
made up the bulk o the teams. There
werealsoteamsfrom Nepal, India, New
Zealand, Costa Rica (two), Poland, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Italy, Guatemala, Can-
ada (two) and others.

Likeany birth, thisone had its
gestation period. Funding was some-
what slow and then major sponsorships
came from Extrasport, General Motors,
and the Lyndhurst Foundation. Chumes,
Perception, and Jack Danielswereamong
theevent sponsors. About one hundred
other groups, individuals, and organi za-
tionsdonated time, materials,and money.

__ 7 i

Timerolledonand the childstarted to
take shape, nurtured by its volunteers
and its parents.

Somebirthsareeasy. Thisone
wasn't. AstheteamsgatheredinAtlanta
on Friday, storm clouds were dumping
about4inchesd rainover the Nantahala
watershed. The river rose alarmingly
high and eventually overflowed intothe
parkinglots. Slalom gatesthat had been
hungin anticipation of thevisitorswere
washed away. Asthewater receded, the
NOC looked like a river delta. Crews
were hurriedly gathered toshovel muck
and lay gravel. Theloca quarry opened
on Sunday to help provide rock and
gravel. Theteamswere advised to stay
anextra nightinAtlanta. Theroads were



Strapped on the tubes of a cataratft like a C-7,

paddlers are able to achieve a high degree of
maneuverability with the inflatable.

ircacherous and the campsites at Tsali -

weri just beginning todry out.

Finaly, Sunday saw the teams |

arrive and set up camp. The paradein
Ity =on City washeld. Theopening cere-
moneswereheld at Swain County Park
and theteamsatethefirst of many meals
il Morth Carolina barbecue.

Miantahala 90 had survived childbirth.
}arrived to volunteer that same night.

I had read about the purpose of
the e ventand felt that givingoneweek to
ihiscause wasworthit. Many othersfelt
[fit_same and most of the volunteers
wrre Set to work to repair and prepare
#healdom courseon Monday. Thiswas
{o+ bz @ practiceday.

Then, | met Lev. And theseeds
were sown for my datewith the"Bull™.

[=vand | goback alongway. Heis
originally from the USSR but now lives
amd-works in Philadelphia. He was at
Mansahala'd0 tobeaninterpreter.

Tk.erewere three eventson the sched-
ulefhatcalled forakayaker. It seemsthat
mvieal o the teams came from areas
whrre kayaking was aimost unknown
beea used lack of boatsor skillsor both.
Sewveral teamswanted to add a kayaker.
Wauld | beinterested?? Would 172? Do
riversflowdownhill 22? The next thing
ks, | wasbeingintroduced tosix stal-

~wart fellowsfrom thecity d Perm, USSR

Perm is very near the somewhat arbi-
trary Asian/European border. They cdled
themselves Team Eurasia. We shook
hands. | wasaccepted. | would paddie
kayak in the two kayak dalom events
and in the river rescueevent. | felt bad
about letting down the volunteers, but
when | wasn't competing, | still could
help out.

OnMonday evening,ameeting
o thecompetitioncommittee reaffirmed
that there may only besix membersona
:cam. It wasall right if teamswanted to
change rostersto add skills. It waseven
.n keepingwiththeintention d theevent
to becomean international team by adding
Americankayakerstoforeignteams. B,
there could only be six competitors per
team.

When | heard that, | thought
thatitwould bemost unfair o metotake
someone's placewho had cometentime
zonesto participate. Later that evening,
[found Levand Team Eurasia. | thanked
them for their invitation but said that |
couldn’t take anyone's placeand that |
would just helpout asa volunteer which
waswhat | cametodoin thefirst place.

After that was translated, one of the
team members in back started to point
wildly at himself and say in Russian
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"Mell Md! Md!"". After some confu-
sion, | found out that they had really only
brought fivecompetitors. Thesixth person
wastobea videographer and photogra-
pher. Hedid not want any part o the
raftingevents. If | wouldbeintheraftfor
al the sx person raft events, paddie
kayak for them, thencould I betheir sixth
competitor? Doriversrun downhill ??

That night, | worried. |1 wasno
better than middle-of-the-pack as a
competitive kayaker. What if | wasona
teamd raft studsthat wasgoingtobein
contention? Athletessay that represent-
ing one's country really gives you an
extrashot of "'juice”. | wasgoing to be
representing someonedses country. (This
isoneweirdfeding.) | couldn't let them
down.

But, not tofear, they wereal somiddle-
of-the-pack, as they showed in the four
person raft slalom and the two person
cataraft lalom. My middlefinishinthe
first kayak slalom relaxed all o us. At
theend of threeeventsand thefirst day,
it wasobvious, they were not studly and
neither was|. Weweregoing tobeable
to compete and have fun and not be
under any pressure from each other to
finish high.

That night, David Bollingfrom
FriendsOf The River led a program that



ended with each of the team captains
walkingtothemicrophoneand tellingus
alittleabout ariver or riversthat meant
something special to that team. They
had been asked to bring aflask of water
from their river(s).

After the talk, the flask was emptied
intoalargesilver tureen. The Nantahala,
the Chattooga, the Chuya, the Penob-
scot, the Deerfield, the Volga, the Pac-
uare, theShotover, the Ganges, the Trisuli,
the Grand Canyon, the Rogue, the
American, and theStanislausall mingled
inthebowl. Theteam captainsdrew out
a bit of that water to take it back with
them. Once mingled, the water was

inseparable.
mingled....yet.

Webrokeinto teamsand departed for
camp.

Chattooga. The name hasa musical
quality toit. Draw out the ooooo sound,
add alittlebass, and it becomesthreaten-
ing. Chattooooogal! On the second day
of the event, we went to the Chattooga
for orienteering in Six personrafts. Given
amap, acompass, a pin, and six check-
points to locate, we started out at seven
minuteintervalsfromtheFall Creek put-
in. While this was billed as a competi-
tion, youcouldn't proveit by theattitude
of someof therafts. Someteam members
wereseen happingastherest of theteam
scoured thewoodsafter thecheckpoints.
Thecourseended just above Bull Suice.
The paddling and the river had been
musical, sofar.

We were not quite so

We handed in our map to be
scored and paddled off tohavefunat the
"Bull". | had been told that everyone
had been briefed about the rapid. | as-
sumed that my teammates would stop
and look at it. Whenwe paddled by the
last eddy, | could hear that long, drawn
out 0000000 sound.

Chattooooogal!! | could hear that
bass. Chattoooooga!!! | could hear the
"Bull™. It was no longer musical.

I was now a living (at least for
now) embodiment of the Nantahala'90
statement o purpose. | wasinthesame
boat withfive, grinning, possibly crazed
Sovietsnegotiating ademanding white-
water rapid. Tyelledinfear.

They took it for excitementand yelled
back. Wa plunmged over
fhe Gp, Rl the iongus right
down Toute—#1, and
panshaod thirough
the Bottom

hole. Wecould hear the approving roar
o thecrowd over theroar of therapid. |
don't know about " devel oping compas-
sion, friendship, and ultimately world
peace”. | doknow that wedevel oped an
elevated heart rate, temporarily dilated
pupils, and a raft full of water.

We checked to be sure we had
everybody, paddled to shore, dumped
the raft, and shook hands. "Hmmm.
Maybethisideais working after al."

Then came the hand signals. The
number two. Fingerswalking. Pointing
upstream. Idioticgrins. Pointing at me.
"OhNa!! | think they want towalk back
upstream and do it a second time......with
mel.” Well, if | could servetwoyearsin
UncleSam's Marine Corps, then | guess
that | could do thisfor peace.

Just then, another raft hit the
holetooslowlyand stuck fast. Atfirst, all
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six paddlerswereenjoyingtheride. Then,
the raft did not respond to any o the
escapetries. Then, therewerefour. Then,
there were three. Ropes were thrown.
Too many ropes. Then there were two.
Oneof themwastangled i narope. Then
justhim. Hewasstrugglingtoget arope
fromaround hisneck. Hesucceeded just
before, he too flushed out o the raft.
Now, there was judt the raft. Fortu-
nately, someone had attached
alinetoaD-ringand it was trailing off
downstream. Twoother rafts had to get
onthelineand paddle downstream be-
forethe raft wasfreed.

Did that stop Team Eurasia??
Only longenough tolook at thefun! Up
and over the rocks we went, into the
water, and downwecameasecondtime.

No problem.

Wait. Threefingers. Walking

motions. Pointingat me. Tomy knowl-

edge, no other team did it more than
| once. We went up and did it again to
make our total three. Troika. Friend-
ship.
It wasstartingtoget through to
" mewhat was happening and what | had
becomea part of. Onedf teamswasfrom
United Germany. Therewere members
from BOTH East and West Germany in
thesameraft. | wondered when thelast
time there wasa United Germany team
ininternational competition.

Many of theteamswerereally apoly-
glot of nationalithes. Many of teams
were of mixed sex, Throe of fcams
were all-wemen tnchading the fnter-
rationally composed all-wosen
Amazonskis. This wasa beam that
participatedin the1989 Chuyarally
and the Russian men gave them that
namelast year.

The mingling of the watersfrom the
night beforegave way tothe mingling o
the teams tonight.

TheplacewasSouth East Expe-
ditions, near the Chattooga. The food
wastheever presentbarbecue and beans.
The music was pure Appalachian pro-
vided by David Holt. Evenif you don't
know English..try not singing to Moun-
tain Dew...try not tapping your foot to
Ole Joe Clark. David played severa
mountain instruments (including him-
sdf, when hedid quite a hambone solo)
and everybody got dancing and singing
to Rocky Top. One o my team later
wanted to find Rocky Top ona Tennes-
see map. It took somedoing, but | ex-
plained that Rocky Top wasmoreastate

of mind than an exact location.
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Author Joe Greiner competes for Russian team during kayak portion of

David wanted to take a break.
Wewouldn't let him. Hefinally had to
do an encore before he could take his
break. Asquickly as he left the stage,
audience members took up the instru-
ments. Thebanjowasnow being played
with a M oscovian accent.

Animals,aspartadf their natural
defenses, maintain a physical zone.

Y ou can approach an animal only so
closelyand thenit will moveoff. Soitis
with us. This night, the physical zones
between wus, regardless of how big or
how small, broke down. People were
touching and hugging, swayingin uni-
sontoRussiantunesthat we had noidea
what the words were.

Russians, in turn, werehoppingaround
to Appalachian bluegrass. But that
physical space, or comfort zone, that we
al possesshad been shattered for at least
that evening. There was a closeness, a
camaraderie, a warmth in the air that
made me think thiscould bethe spring-
time season for peace.

At least in this corner o the world.
About thesametime| had that thought,
| looked at my watchand realized that it
wasMarch22. Only twodaysbeforethe
calendar had marked theend of winter
and the beginning of spring. | couldn't
believethat thiswas just acoincidence.

| wasstruck tonight by thetotal
indifference to the results o today's
competition. | never heard oneteam ask
another how many checkpointsthey found

or how fast they found them. Instead |
heard: "How did your teeam doin Bull
Sluice? Did you see the raft that got
caughtintheholeatthebottom?Weren't
you the team that flipped? Iseveryone
on your team OK?.

All this week, we were trans-
ported in fifteen-passenger vans, two
teamsto avan. Theorganizersdeliber-
ately paired American teams with Rus-
sianteams. Itwasan hour andahdf ride
back from the Chattooga to the camp-

s,

ground.

Appalachian bluegrass,
Moscovian banjos, concernfor each other,
indifferencetoresults, longridestogether.
The mingling had begun in earnest.

I ran through some interesting
feelingstoday. Today wasmy first day
in theraft with my team. | wasin araft
with five Russians (Communists).

| am old enough to remember the
McCarthy hearings. Communist was a
BAD thing tobe. | didn't know why. |
justlearned that it was. Whenyoulearn
something so early in life, it is hard to
unlearn. The Russians have long been
the ""enemy" in the wintry cold war.
Now, herel wastrusting my health and
safety tofive people whom | could only
communicatewith through
gestures. And yet, it worked. Wewere
ateam. We helped each other.

Indeed, we werein one small world
together, being carried alongin timeon
the current that is the Chattooga, work-
ing together, finding the checkpoints,
traveling on, crossing thefinishline.

The next day wastriathalon day.
Thefirst team member rodeaseven mile
UPHILL bikeride. Our second member
retraced fived thosemilesinadownhill
run to the Nantahala put-in where he
tagged the raft and then the remaining
four of us paddled the eight mileleg on
the Nantahala. That night, the mingling
continued. Fontana Village had al the
competitorsover for (surprise) barbecue
and beans. Then, weall learned western-

The river rescue event—In which all the members of the crew were forced to
swim--proved one of the Rally's top spectator favorites.
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stylesquaredancing. Do-
si-doisthe samein Rus-
sianand Englishbutthere w2
was an interpreter for | = =
many o thecalls. It was
becoming harder and |
harder to separate the
teamsinto national cate-
gories.
Friday came.
Usually agood day. The
end o theweek. Pack the
vehicle. Head for the
mountains. Set up camp.
A day o anticipation. s e e
Riversto run in the
morning.  Anticipation
WAS in the air. Today
wastheriver rescueevent.
Inatwo hour span, there

would be a GUARAN-
TEED two hundred swim-
mers below Nantahala
Falls. This wasa blood-
thirsty crowd's fondest

dream. And every com-
petitor's dreaded night-

o]

A week of rain prior to the competition guarenteed juicy water levels for rafters.

mare. All but one from
each team would swim today. Theair
temperature 50 degrees. The water
temperature, much colder that that.

A raft with three paddlers and
paddles would start well above Nan-
tahala Falls and negotiate gate number
one. Only after theraft had cleared gate
one could a swimmer start from an is-
land and swim to the raft.

Theraft had to pick up the swimmer
and then negotiate gate number two with
al four people. Gatetwowas just above
NantahalaFalls. Oncethroughgatetwo
and the Falls, the raft had to be deliber-
ately flipped and swum through gate
three. Only after passing through gate
three could aropethrower throw oneor
tworopesto hel p theraft and its passen-
gersto shore. All this time, a kayaker
wasalso on thecourse. Hestarted 15
seconds behind the raft, ran gate one,
had to perform an eskimo roll between
gateoneand two, run gatetwoand then
alsoflip, wetexit,and swim throughgate
three beforebeing rescued or self-rescu-
ing. Thetimestarted when the raft was
started and ended when bothboatswere
binered to a tree on shore, al six mem-
bersd theteamwereholdingapolewith
al threeraft paddlesand thekayak paddle.
Penaltieswereassessed for touchinggates,
missinggates, failingtoroll, failureto get
theswimmer off theidand, losing paddles,
etc. Pandemonium. Some of the best

boatersin theworld weregoingtoswim.
Itdidn't makeany differencehow many
first descentsor medal sthat EricMagne-
son, Rafad Gallo, EricNies, GordonBrand,
John Kennedy, Sue Norman, Kathy Balin,
or Tom DeCuir had. They weregoing to
swim!!

And swim wedid. Thecrowd
could not get enough. Each team had
only one run. Strategy was plotted in
advance. Some kayakers threw their
paddleintoan eddy, somekayakersraced
to get ahead o the raft, some tried to
stash their paddles on the bottom o the
overturnedraft, someropethrowerstossed
only one rope, some threw two, some
tried for sdf rescues. The starters held
the next team until the previous team
had cleared the course. Just about the
time that the exatementdf theone  rescue
was wearing off, here came five new
victims.

Looking back, | think that this
event, more than any other brought the
teamstogether. Nothing buildsa bond
asquickly asknowingthat youall swam
thesame rapid.

That night wasaquiet one. We
had been through four daysand had two
more to go.

Thefinal two daysdf competi-
tion had been scheduled for the Ocoee,
but the previous week's flood had taken
cared that. With the Ocoeeclosed to us,

65

the second set of slalom raceswas held
on the Nantahala.

The race committee set up a giant
slalomd about one-half milefrom above
Nantahala Fallsto just below the bridge
forthekayakers. Thesix personraftsand
the two person catarafts ran the same
course except the course was extended
through the notorious Wesser Falls. At
normal water levels(3.25), thisrapid can
bedangerous. But at the elevated water
levelswe
had (about3.75), a nicetongue openson
therightsided therapid anditiseasy to
stay away from the dangerous, sharp
rocksontheleft. A gatewashungat the
top of Wesser Falls, not to makeit diffi-
cult, but moreto show the teamswhere
to enter the rapid. (A wise moveby the
competition committee, well applauded
by all the teams.) The spectators were
treated to 80 runsof Wesser Fdls, 40 by
theraftsand 40 by the catarafts.

Thefinal event wasat the Noli-
chucky on Sunday, a six person down-
river race. Thelevel wasabout threefeet
on the staff gauge. To minimize the
impact on recreational boaters and also
tohelp teams unfamiliar with the river,
the race committee started us at 30 sec-
ond intervals. In twenty minutes, astring
o 40 raftswas unleashed upontheriver.
This way, you could always see some
rafts in front of you. We were doing



Rafters negotiate slalom gate on Wesser Falls section on Nantahala.

quitewell until Quarter Mile Rapid.
Atthislevel,a safe, fast, straight
lineopensup down theright side of the
rapid. Itisalittiehard toread itforafirst
timeboater, sothecommitteestationed a
sentry on astrategic rock. Not only did
this sentry wave and point us to the
correct entrance point, but he had taken
some extra raft paddles and laid out a
giant arrow on the faceof therock,
pointing right. But, our captain, seeing
faster water down the middle ignored
the signals. (Maybe he had gotten too
cocky after our runsat the™ Bull"".) We
barreled down the middle, hit a rock,
spun hard and slammed into a kayaker
sitting in an eddy. One of our team fell
out. We pushed off. Our team member
jumped back in. The kayaker was now
pinned bow and stern, head upinamild
current. Weleft him. Weheaded straight
for aninfamous holeknownas‘Hungry
Jack”. We hit the hole and filled com-

pletely upwith water but wedid makeit
through. Now, heavy and totally out of
control, we could not make the right
hand turnabovethecopper-col oredrock
and dlid off totheleft and towardsasl ot
known as "The Death Sot". Luckily,
there was enough water that we slid
through, losing another crew member.
Heswam back totheraft and climbed in
just as we cleared the bottom ledge in
Quarter Mile. I found thesentry after the
race. Heremembered usquitewell. The
kayaker eventually freed himsdlf.
Ourswasclearly theworst run o the
day, soevery else had asafetime.
Weloaded up onelast timefor
along ride back to the Nantahala Out-
door Center for the closing ceremonies
TheJack DanielsBluegrassBand
provided the music. The Jack Daniels
Champion Pig Cookers provided you-
know-what. The competitors provided
the energy. The week's results were
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announced. New Zealand finished in
third place, the amazing, al-women
Amazonskis were second, and a Soviet
team from Gorky won for the second
year inarow. Eventhough Gorky fin-
ishedin

the top three in only one event, they
never finishedout of thetop tenall week
longand their consistency won theover-
al titlefor them.

Flags flew and waved and at
one point, | found mysdf draped in the
Hammer and Sickle. Sodid others. Joe
McCarthy didn't just turn over in his
grave. Hewasspinning likeatop.

Cards were exchanged, good
byes were said. The evening wound
down with theannouncement that Costa
Rica in concert with project RAFT will
host the next gamesin September, 1991.
Rafadl Gallo accepted the honor on be-
hdf of hiscountry and said "' Compared
totheSoviet Union and the United States,
CostaRicaisasmall country. Butit has
abig heart. We hope you al can come
and participatein 1991 in WARM wa-
ter.™

The Soviet all-women's team
had shared a bus all week with an all-
women's USteam. They closed theevent
by singing a bilingual version of Carole
King's song:

'You jugt call outmy nameand
you know wherever | am

Il come running to see you
again.

Winter, spring, summer, or fall,
al you havetodoiscal

And I'll bethere. You'vegotafriend."

History teachesusthat technol-
ogy and largeenginesd destructionwill
prevail in most armed conflicts. Nan-
tahala'90 showed methat peacecan be
wononesmile, onehandshake, onehug,
onefriendship at atime.

'You've got afriend."

Asriver runners, we have all surfed
that one big, exhilarating wave.

Weget on, feeling the power beneath
and around us, balancing those powers
with our own bodies and skill, adding
someof our own power, stayingin con-
cert with the forcesaround us. Theor-
ganizers, the volunteers, the spectators,
the participants, weall jumped aboard
Nantahala'90. We felt its power. We
added something of our own. It's over
now. Were intheeddy. Justlikeriver
surfing, | can still feel somed the wave
even thoughI'mintheeddy.I'm high.
I'm content.

'You've got afriend.”



AWA T-Shirts...AWA river hals...Embroidered palches...waterproof decals

Be a slave to fashion

AWA river gear identifles you
as a member of the bizarre
subculture known as a white-
~water addict. Buy a shirt or hat |
_today. See how quickly
friends and family shun you.

Order your gear here size total
T-shirts, AWA logo: short sleeve (S,M) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00/12.00
T-shirts, Bold New Look: short sleeve (M,L,XL) long sleeve (M,L,XL) 8.00112.00
AWA River Caps 8.00
AWA Embroidered Patches 100

AWA Watereroof Decals .50

mail check to AWA, PO Box 329, Phoenicia, NY 12464--please add 2.50 postage for shirts and hats

Don't be sticky...
Let$15find a hole in your pocket

The AWA is fighting to save our whitewater
resources. Youcanhelp. Your $15 membership
feeis funndeddredly into our effectiveriver
conservation actions. Plus-every member re-
ceives a subscription to American
Whitewater...thebest semi-professionalwhite-
weter magazinein the warld!

| Join the AWA today and receive American Whitewater at home

Yes, | want to join the AWA and receive a subscription to American Whitewater. I've enclosed my tax-deductable
contribution of $15 ($18 Canada, $25 overseas)to help conserve our whitewater resources andpromote river safety.

il I
s ——————— e = e e e ————

Name:

Address:

Mail to AWA, 146 N. Brockway, Palatine, IL 60067
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CONSERVE=back pages

Contact: Joe Greiner, AWA (919-834-
4172) andMac Thornton (202-543-4923)

20. Green River, North Carolina
Issue: Continue releases on weekends.
Current Status: Risa Callaway is asking
Duke Power to continue with the release
pattern currently in effect even after the
aged power plant is rebuilt.

Contact: Risa Callaway, AWA (704-750-
9134)

21. Little River, Alabama

Issue: Possible designation as a new
National Park or Wild and Scenic River.
Current Status: Prospects look good.
AWA Regional Coordinator, Ken Burst is
working on a brochure. The Parks Serv-
ice is now studyingthe area. REl made a
$1,000 grant to Friends of the Little River
to help out.

Contact: Ken Burst, AWA/Friends of the
Little River (205-977-5063)

22. Ontonangon, Manistee, Paint, and
Brule Rivers; Michigan

Issue: Possible wild and scenic designa-
tion (also hydroelectricrelicensing at the
Ontonagon)

Current status: Legislation to designate
these whitewater rivers as well as sev-
eral other rivers in Michigan in a single
omnibus bill pending in both the House
and Senate since early 1990. is stalled
although the Forest Service supports des-
ignation. Private landowners near some
rivers have been stirred up by Charles
Chushman of the National Inholders
Association to fight the bills. Meanwhile
AWA and American Rivers are pushing
the Upper Peninsula Power Company's
to comply with Federallaw in relicensing
the Bond Falls Project

Contact Matt Huntington, American Rivers
202-547-6900)

23. Pine River, Wisconsin

Issue: Hydroelectric relicensing
Currentstatus: Boatersandriverconser-
vations are trying to improve the recrea-
tional opportunities at the Pine River in
the FERC relicesning process. Dam
removal is an option at this point.
Contact; Bill Beverly, Sierra Club (414-
962-2294)

24. Clear Creek, Colorado

Issue: New dam under consideration.
Current Status: The Colorado Water
Resources Agency is studying a new
water supply damwhich would affect this
popular whitewater run just northwest of

Denver.
Contact Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

25. South Platte River, Colorado
Issue: Possible construction of Two Forks
Dam

Current Status:EPA has vetoedthe origi-
nal project, but the Denver Water Board
is now pushing a one-half size Two Forks
Project.

Contact: Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

26. Arkansas River, Colorado

Issue: Possible dam, possible river allo-
cation changes

Current Status: Aithough the whitewater
run is now under State management,
nothing in the plan prevents dam con-
struction. Meanwhile, there are rumblings
that the new management plan may come
unglued and that private-commercial al-
locations will be revised, just I year after
finalizing the plan.

Contact: Ric Alesch, AWA (303-985-8620)

27. Clarks Fork, Wyoming

Issue: Possible wild, scenic designation.
Current Status: Bills are pending in both
the House and Senate to designate the
20.5 miles of the Clarks Fork (atrib of the
Yellowstone) as a national wild and sce-
nic river, but both are hung up over water
rights issues.

Contact; Kevin Coyle, American Rivers
(202-547-6900)

28. Rio Chama, New Mexico

Issue: Effect of new management plan
on private boaters

Current Status: Ric Alesh has submitted
extensive comments to Santa Fe Na-
tional Forest regardingthe new manage-

—ment plan to improve its effect on private

boaters. Major issues are over-regula-
tion of private boaters and fairness in the
use allocations between private and
commercial users.

Contact: Ric Alesh, AWA (303-985-8620)

29. Colorado River (Westwater Can-
yon), Utah

Issue: Possible wild, scenic designation
Currentstatus: U.S. Senatebill S. 1719,
introducedby Senator Garn and Senator
Hatch, both of Utah would designate this
famous river segment as a national wild
and scenic river. The river is already
within a wilderness area, but conserva-
tionists would like to see itin the national
wild and scenic rivers system anyway
since it is such a prestigous river area.
Upstream water rights issues in Colo-
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rado may derail the bill.
Contact: Kevin Coyle, American Rivers
(202-547-6900)

30. Colorado River, Arizona
Issue:Damagetothe environmentdown-
stream of Glen Canyon Dam

Current Status: AWA has joined with
numerous other river groups and envi-
ronmental organizations to back legisla-
tion requiring that management of flows
from Glen Canyon Dam be changed to
reduce environmental damage down-
stream in the Grand Canyon. Bills are
pending in both the U.S. House (H.R.4498)
and Senate (S.2807)

Contact; Kevin Coyle, American Rivers
(202-547-6900)

31. Bruneau-Jarbridge and Owyhee
Rivers, Idaho & Oregon

Issue: A proposed 1,500,000 acre Air
Force bombing range would close down
part of the area and bomb hell out the
environment.

Current Status: Numerous national and
local groups are opposing the Air Force
plans, but the outcome is still uncertain.
Contact: Wendy Wilson, Northern Rock-
ies River Project (208-343-7481)

32. Boise River (North and Middle
Forks), Idaho

Issue: Possible Twin Springs Hydro
development.

Current Status: ldaho Water Resources
Board added these rivers to its interim
protected rivers system to study the
possibility of State protectionfrom dams,
but no Federal protection is currently
being sought.

Contact: Wendy Wilson, Northern Rock-
ies River Project (208-343-7481)

33. Payette River, Idaho

Issue: Possible hydropower development,
GEM project.

Current Status: Financial backers have
changed from the potato magnate to an
out-of-State company and the project
design is changing too, but the project--
in another form--is still on the table and
would dewater17 miles of the mostchal-
lenging whitewater in the world. Wendy
Wilson and a coalition of many Idaho
groups is fighting the project at the State
level.

Contact: Wendy Wilson, Northern Rock-
ies River Project (208-343-7481)

34. Elwha River, Washington
Issue: Removal of existing hydro dams



Current Status: Numerous environmental
groups are asking that 2 existing hydro-
power dams on this fabulous whitewater
river be removed. if successful, this would
set an exciting national precedentwhich
might be followed elsewhere.

Contact: Carol Volk, AWA (206-876-6780)

35. Icicle Creek, Washington

Issue: Subdivisions, new roads, and
other scenic degradation

Current Status: River Network, head-
quartered in Oregon, has formed the
Icicle Canyon Coalition to support
U.S.Forest Service purchase of threat-
ened private lands in Icicle Creek Can-
yon, and is purchasing severallarge blocs
of land itself.

Contact: Phil Wallin, River Network (503-
241-3506)

36. Klamath River, Oregon

Issue: Possible hydropower development
(Salt Caves Project)

Current Status: FERC wants to issue a
license for a diversionand tunnelwithout
a new dam, the City of Klamath Falls
continues to push ahead, numerous
environmental groups plan to fight the
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project on all fronts. Wild and Scenic
status is still a possibility.

Contact: Bob Doppelt, Oregon Rivers
Council

37. McCloud River, California

Issue: Possible national wild and scenic
status

Current Status: The U.S. Forest Service
is recommending 24 miles of the upper
river for wild and scenic status, but leav-
ing out 23 miles of the lower McCloud to
allowfor logging and hydro development.
River conservation groups are outraged
and askingforinclusion of the entire 47.6
miles from Curtis Meadows to Shasta
Reservoir.

Contact: F.O.R. (916-442-3155)

38. American River, California

Issue: Possible construction of Auburn
Dam

Current Status: The Auburn Dam pro-
posal is still alive, but conservationists
are backing an alternative river-based
national recreation area (like West Vir-
ginia's Gauley River NRA). ABLM report
is due out soon (fall of 1990). Construc-
tion of a multi-purpose Auburn Dam would

destroy 48 miles of the North and Middle
Forks of the American as well as divert
water from the Lower American.
Contact: Bea Cooley, American River
Coalition (916-448-1045)

39. Merced River, California

Issue: Possible wild and scenic protec-
tion for Lower Merced

Current Status: Bills are in progress in
boththe U.S.House and Senate to desig-
nate 8 miles of the Lower Merced as Wild
and Scenic. This would be in addition to
the existing 71 miles on the main stem
and 43 miles on the South Fork added
last Congress.

Contact: FO.R. (916-442-3155)

40. Sixmile River, Alaska

Issue: Damage dueto placerand dredge
mining for gold. Possible land develop-
ment for housing.

Current Status: Jack Hession and the
Knik Canoe and Kayak Club are working
to halt the damage and to try for wild and
scenicprotection. REImade a $500 grant
to help out.

Contact:Jack Hession, AWA/Sierra Club
(907-276-4048)

The complete reference of every whitewater river system in America

AWA National Whitewater River Inventory

New 1990 edition updated to include: ‘

-River maps for all U.S. whitewater rivers
-‘Revised list of each whitewater river nationwide
‘Includes mileage, access points and whitewater rating

Order vour
copy today!

Printed copies available for $15 from AWA WhitewaterInventory, 136- 13th St., SE, Washington, D.C. 20003.
Also available for $7 on 5 14 inch floppy disc (requires /BM or ISMcompatible computer with a hard drive and dBase 1.

Please send me

Please send me

printed copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory at $15 each.

Total of $

copies of the AWA Nationwide Whitewater Inventory on floppy discs in dbase WMl at $7 each.

Total of §
Enclosedis $
Name:
Street Address:
City:
State and Zip:




ENDNOTES

By GARY CARLSON

| saw thefirstsignin
the form of a spray-painted
message in foot-high crude -
letters on the back of an Ohi- .57
opyle outhouse: Aoy
"JESSELIVES"™ .7 Ziri
During the ensu- -
ing month, reports of sub-
sequent sightings came to =&=;2
my attention: | NPT
While sharing the :
bottom of abottlearound acamp- .

firebesidea North Carolina river, a be- =

sotted paddler belched once and con-
fided to me: ““Yeah, I paddled with the
dude jugt a little while ago. He did a
righteous mystery move...and then he
never came up."*

A friend from Canada wrote
mean incredul ousletter:'We werescout-
ingamagjor droponthefifthday of aself-
contained, first-descent of ariver falling
off the Laurentian Shield when out o
nowhere this solitary C-boater rounds
thebend andcruises straight through the
rapid. At thebottom o thedrop hetwirled
his paddle onceand disappeared out o
sight.”

Andfinally, aSobek guide, just
back from the Zambezi, called mecollect
to relatethefollowing incident:

"A couple of uswere hanging
'round thefalls(VictoriaFalls, of course)
drinking Simba beer whenwenoticedan
object plummet over theedge. Atfirstwe
figuredit wasalog--or maybea croc that
wasswept toofar downstream--but then
we saw-a C-boater paddle out o the
foam pileat thebottom. Whoisthisguy,
anyway?'

Will, the Sobek guide can be
excused for not knowing-about Jesse.
He's beenin darkest Africafor nearly a
year—and most raft guides don't read
newspapers, anyway. But every other
paddler in the western hemisphere has
heard about the legend of Jesse--white-
water's version of JohnHenry.

Everytimel buy groceries, | read
that Elvisand JFK are still alive--sowhy
not Jesse?

Plungingoveral80-footwater-
fall doesn't necessarily have to befatal.
Daredevilsinbarrelsdoitall thetime. A
young girl once swam the falls--and
survived. MaybeJessesaw aspecial line

-

or certainseam. Inany event, if hedidn't
makeit...where's thebody?

Doesn't seemalittlemysterious
that his boat and paddle flushed free
after justhaf anhour--but neverasignof
Jesse?What could have happened?

Agroupd paddlersfrom Pitts-
burgh speculated that the force o the
pounding water actually atomized the
mol ecul esaf Jesse's body--spreadingthe
essence of Jesse's spirit through free-
flowing water everywhere.

Now, that's a pleasant thought-
-but it sounds a little flaky to me. Next
thingyou know, those peoplewill shave
their heads, don saffron robes and sell
viasof "Jessewater' at airports.

Another theory attributesJesse's
survival tothehighlevel o dioxinsfound
inthe Niagara River. Thetoxicchemicals
preserved Jessein a state of suspended
animation until herevived—alittleworse
for wear. HEll next appear in the Japa-
nese horror movie: ""The C-Boater that
Ate Buffao."

And still another explanation
claimsthat Jessewasrecycledinthehole
at thebased theFallsfor threedays. But
on the third day he rose from the hole,
walked acrossthewater toshore, and set
forth to enlighten the world on the vir-
turesd C-boating.

Disciplesdf thissect now exclu-
sively paddle C-boatsand abstain from
drugs, sex and acohol. | suspect this
group will not receive much support
from the whitewater community.

Regardless how Jesse escaped
theawesomehydraulicat thebasedf the
Fals, reportsd his presenceare spread-
ingacrossthe nation: hewasseendrying

polypro at California
laundramat...scamming trip beer from

Fil

oy b T T
h i i:;l-

== ‘am outfitter on  the

? Colorado...riding Miller's
T shuttle out of the Big
Candy .I'H'iﬁlu:lF. the French
Canadisan women on the
DEEawa.

JerryGlanvilleevenleft
him_tickeis for the OfpCiingE

Falcons game.

Thetruth of the matter is,
whitewater boating hasnever hada
myth to cdl its own. There are so
many bizarre paddlers who have at-
tempted so many ridiculously insane
stuntsthat we've never had asingle per-
son stand head-and-shoul ders abovethe
crowd.

To qualify as alegend, a pad-
dler would need to beacertified looney
or a boater with a vision not readily
apparent to the rest of the whitewater
community now or inthenext100years.
Which criteria motivated Jesse's auda-
cious act...who cares?

Asfor mysdlf, I've got my own
theoriesregarding Jesse's disappearance.

Anyone familiar with folklore
o the Fals knows the legend o the
"Maid o the Mist."" To appease certain
spirits—thestory goes—nativel ndianssac-
rificed their most beautiful virgin by send-
ing her over the Fallsin acanoe.

The legend was captured on
canvas by an early American painter. |
can't recal his name, but | vividly re-
member his work: the maiden standing
inthebow d theopencanoepoisedatthe
brink of the Fals, clothed in whitebuck-
skin, her raven hair strewn by the wind,
foam lickingover the prow o the boat.

But the most striking feature d
the painting was the expression on the
maiden's face. Sheappeared utterly calm-
-completely devoid o fear—likeshe knew
something that none of the rest of us
(except for Jesse) will ever share.

I liketothink, if themaidenhad
a paddle--she would have been twirling
it.

And | aso like to think that
wherever Jesse surfaced, he found the
maiden, preserved and nurtured by the
spray and waiting for alittle company.
By Gary Carlson, a legend in his own
mind, but who has never had a maiden
wait for him.




Phil DeRiemer, Sete
Tazas,Ro Claro, Chile
Photo by Lars Halbek.
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