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Don't look back.

There are places where its just you and the river.
Yo 've left your deadlines at the putin. Rush hour

gridlock has been replaced with tight drops.

_ The timeclock has given way to split-second
' decisions. Perception can take you there.

If you yearn to get away, call
your Perception dealer today
at 1-800-KAYAK96, ext. 107.
Amazing river machines
available,

2R
w'l Ask for a free catalog
\ when you call.
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Chie's Ro Biobio? Wele got
trips for all skill levels led by \
top NOC instructors, Join L5 /-

7641‘488 6737

for an adventure you'll

'

never forget.
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| AIRE uses

| the latest technology and innovative design to build high

¥

| and sdif bailing,, -

| peformance craft that ae durable, compact, g
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AIRE builds six

models of catarafts, nine rafts, three inflatable kayaks and

two sea kayaksin avariety of colors. AIRE leads the way

L

in the industry and so should you.

RafiE

PO. BOX 3412, DEPT. AO, BOISE, ID 83703
(208)344-7506 FAX (800)701-AIRE
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AIN'T TOO PROUD
TO BEG

At 6,000 cfsthe Garfield Sliderapid on
Colorado's AnimasRiver isnot to be
takenlightly. Nearly aquarter of amile
long, it featuresinnumerableexploding
waves, ugly pourovers, menacingrever-
salsand, to make matters even moredis
concerting, astrainer. Thereisno poal at
the bottomd therapid. Instead, the
Animasturnsabruptly totheright, then
ragesonthrough several milesdf con-
tinuous, booming, class|V whitewater.

Therearepractically no eddiesand
thecurrent isswift and powerful, com
mensuratewiththeflow and gradient of
80 feet/mile. At 9,000 feet in elevation,
thistorrent, solely fed by snow melt, is
frigid.

At 6,000 cfsthe Garfield Sliderapid on
the Animasisnot a good placefor mon
key business. That iswhy it is specifi-
cally mentioned in several guidebooksto
Colorado, which, incidentally, al sosug-
gest that the optimal level tor un the
Animasis2000 cfs.

Wewere on shorescoutingthe
Garfield Repid several weeksago, plot-
ting our strategy, when we spotted a pair
o kayakersand araft upstream. Without
hesitation theraft plungedinto the maw
o therapid. Oned thekayakersfol-
lowed, not far behind.

From our vantage point we knew that
theline he had chosen would almost cer-
tainly lead to what Colorado boaterseu-
phemistically refer toasan "epic.” We
were not disappointed.

Y

Theunfortunatekayaker hit an explo-
sionwaveathird d theway throughthe
rapid, backendered, and exited his boat,
justintimetotumbleintothefirst of
several giganticreversalsthat he was
destinedto endure. Heflushedfrom one
to another, then was swept around the
bend and out d sight, still inthegrasp o
theicy Animas.

Therewas nothingwe could do; our
boatswerea quarter mile upstream. So
wewererelievedtofind him, about a
mileand ahaf later, onshorewith his
kayak. Somehow, perhapswiththe help
o theraft, he had managedto extract
himsdf fromtheriver. Of coursehis
"epic" hadtakenatall, but all things
considered, he waslucky... and he knew
it.

He confided that he had never paddied
the Animas beforeand that his planwas

Emeritus Editor: ChrisKall

to"just follow theraft." He had charged
into the Garfield Slide, obliviousto the
fact that he wasentering oned thethree
biggest rapids ontherun.

A buddy of minerecentlytold methat
henever likesto read guidebooksbefore
he paddlessomething new becausethey
"just make him nervous." Fromwhat I've
seenand heard lately, alot o boatersfee
thesameway.

Guidebooks often make menervous,
too. That, infact,iswhy | read them. |
figuresometimes| ought to benervous.
Nervousenough to ask mysdf if I, and
thosel am paddlingwith, are good
enough to attempt a new river. Nervous
enoughto makesurethat theriveris
running at an appropriate volume. And
nervousenough to recognizeand scout
difficult rapids, likethe Garfield Slide,
beforel flush into them.

When | waslearning to boat, Burrell
and Davidson's Wildwater West Virginia
was my bible. Itled meto anumber o
great adventures and kept meout o alot
o trouble. Themarginsof my copy are
coveredwith the notes| madeover the
years. | still takeit with mewheneverl
head for themountain state.

| carried three guidebooksto Colorado
onmy recent vacationand | will betak-
ing at least two guidebooksto |daho
whenl fly thereintwo weeks.

When | decideto paddle unfamiliar,
difficult whitewater, | want to know as
muchabout it as| can.

Cf course, guidebooksaren't theonly
sourcesdf whitewater information.
Threeyearsago, four o uswere ner-
voudly preparing to put on the Animas,
again at about 6,000 cfs. Two of ushad
paddied theriver before, albeit at much
lowerlevels.

We knew how to recognizethe' Big
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FORUM B FORUME FORUM.

Three," the Garfield Slide, No Nameand
the Broken Bridgerapids. Weal so knew
that theriver waslikely to offer us plenty
o unexpectedsurprises.

Just before welaunched, alocal
boater stopped by for achat. Sheobvi-
ously knew theriver, but, although she
had a boat on her roof, she declined our
offer tocomeaong. | got theimpression
that shewassizingusup, trying todecide
whether this motley crew of Easterners
had any business attempting a highwa
ter runonthe Animas. Therewasthe
usual posturing and the exhibition of bra
vadoon our parts, no doubt heightened

thefact that our visitor wasawoman.

e appeared to know and understand
thisgame, and she politelyletit runits
course.

Satisfied that we had at |east somein-
kling asto what we were gettinginto, she
wished uswell. Then, just asshe was
turningtoleave, amost asan after-
thought, she said, "Don' forget and
stumbleintothat big hole near thetop...
it's really awful at thislevel."

I glanced at my friend Hoppy and he
looked back at me. We were both wide
eyed. Neither of ushad any ideawhat she
wastalking about.

Now we werein a dilemma. Shouldwe
maintain our bravadoand risk aterrible
trashing? Or should we abandon our
pride and admit that we wanted her help?
| didn't haveto think about it very long...
| guessl| don't havethat much prideto
swallow.

I inquired how we could recognizethe
approachto the hole.

Shecheerfully provided landmarks...
thetrain tracks would practically beat
river level ontheléft... supportedby ace
ment abutment.

Thank God she did! Aswe negotiated
the reversal on the narrow tongueto the
left, weall peekedintothe maw of it. It
wasnot a pretty sight and it would not
hrz]ivg been avery pleasant way to start
the day.

Sure, sometimesit isfunto paddlea
new river without alot of information.
Thisenhancesthethrill o discovery and
it can sharpenaboater'sriver reading
skills and judgment. But choosingto
makeadifficult run blindly demandsthe
same precautionsasany exploratoryfirst
descent. The group should be strong,
with adequate saf ety capabilitiesand
equipment. And there must be enough
time... and awillingnesson the part of
the group.... to scout blind rapids.

About a month ago, anumber o the
well-known "regulars" onthe Uﬁper
Yough expressed concernover thefact
that four kayaks had been pinnedon
Tombstone Rock in Logt and Found
Rapid over the course of two weeks. This
infamousspot hasalready claimed one
lifeand there have been countlessclose

Amencan Whitewaler

calls over the years. Thedanger, and the
easy way toavoidit, isnot apparent from
wpstream; but virtual ly everyonewho
jpaddlesthe Upper knowsabout it. None:
ttheless, four newcomersmanagedto pin
there, on busy dayswhen there were doz-
ens of Upper Yough veteranson theriver.
This apparentlci/ happened because they
weretoo proud to ask and too cocky to
sl;cchJgtd Fortunately, noned themwere
killed.

Every Gauley season | see boats hope:
lessly jammed into the deadly siphonin
Initiation Rapid, awell-known spot that
lhas claimed twolives, but iseasily
svoided. Every year there are closecalls
st aglot in theledge above Ship Rodk...
thesite of afatality three seasonsago.
These mantraps have been the topic of
inumerousarticles and countlessdiscus:
sions, yet first timers continueto
stumbleinto them, unaware of the dan-
ger. Why doesthis keep happening?

| think that alot of whitewater boaters
labor under theimpressionthat it isnot
ool or machoto read guidebooksor ask
localsfor information or follow veteran
jpaddlersdown difficult runs. They think
that those who take these precautions
are geeks.

But most of thetruly talented, promi-

()
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nent whitewater boatersthat | know find
out asmuch asthey can about difficult
new runs before they attempt them. They
know that thereis nothing more" geeky"
then getting pinned or goingfor anasty
swim, especiallyin placeswherethis
could easily be avoided.

Thereisaplacefor taking pridein
one's boatingability and sdlf reliance.
But there isa placefor prudence, aswell.

Asfor me, whenit comesto acquiring
information that could keep meout of
trouble, I ain't too proud to beg!

Bob Gedekoh

e

Smokestack Boatworks
164 Wildwood Avenue
East Lansdowne, PA 19050
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LETTERS.....

Ocoee River Feature:

Thearticle TheWeepingWall (May/
June 1995) was one of the poorest ex-

amplesd so-cdledjournalismthat | have

read inalongtime. Mr. Hay isobviously
pushinghisown personal social agenda
by writingasensationalist articlethat is
full of unsubstantiated statementsand
half-truths. Thisarticle should have ap-
peared under the heading Opinion, not
Conservation.

At theoutset | should notethat | am
the co-owner o acommercial rafting
company that operates on the Ocoee
River. | amalsoquiteinterested inand
sympatheticto many of the conservation
issuesmentionedinthearticle. However,
Mr. Hay does not even makea pretensed
presentingan objective pictured the
OcoeeRiver region.

In 1994, over 200000 people rafted or
kayaked the Ocoee River. These people
were seeking some fun and rel axation
and thisisexactly what they found. Mr.
Hay seemsto think that personsfrom At-
lanta, Chattanooga, Knoxvilleand every-
where else, shouldnot be permittedto
enjoy the outdoors.

Thestatementsthat "last night's beer
cans, carefully hidden from thearmed
guards.. and ...agovernmentemPloyee,
arrogant in his power, cruises, collecting
noted potential violators,” areonly
someexamplesd theauthors inflamma-
tory and Oﬁi nionatedwriting. Lightenup
Mr. Hay, the armed guards areonly
Park rangers, not some sort of secret po-

iceforce.

He d so commentsabout the commer-
cial raftingoutfitters with statements
like“ ...poorly runriver trips...” | would
challengeMr. Hay to go through the
training that isrequired of guidesonthe
Ocoee River. Hewould quickly find out
that theraftingtripsareextremely well
operated with safety and fun beingthe
paramount goadsd the outfitters.

As to theallegationsthat thelocals
arethievesand prostitutes, thisisab-
surd. Mogt o therafterson the Ocoee
River return year after year - which they
certainly would not do if they had been
mistreated or victimized by theloca citi-
zens. Both American Whitewater and Mr.
Hay owean apology to theresidents o
the Ocoee River region.

Theonly weeping that | hear isthe
author whining that the Ocoee River has
not been reservedfor hissole useand en-
joyment.

-Keith S Judson
Co-owner, Sunburst Adventures,Inc.

AWA Responds: Thanksfor your re-
sponseto our forumabout the Ocoee River.

j-ticle. It iscomfortingto know that other

Our purpose wasto present different
pointsof view on thisissueand to stimu-

DO YOUR PART

Dear AWA:
I loved the"What'sin Your Hair" ar-

people have' noimpact™ lawns, too. The
articles about the proposed damswere
disturbingthough.

Weshouldrealizethat it isour energy
consumption that makesmore dams nec-
essary. Atomic waste, acid rain, and
strip-mined mountai nsare al so by-prod-
uctsd our consumption.

Asimpleact o protestisto sell your
clothesdryer. | havenot used oneinfive

ears. Al you needissomeropeanda

e hooked screws...presto...instant

Georgid" had put in that Sunday morn-

{ ing. Oned thegroup had pulled down
|ate discussion about it. Aswediscussed in |
theintroduction, AWA has not taken an 1
official positionon theissue. |

the"no trespassing” sign. Somed the
group " changed clothesin public." Some
of them crossed theland to putin. At the
end o ther un, they cameback to their
carsand had afew drinks asthey

changed vehiclesat theend of the
shuttle. Itisalittle unclear to me
whether this grouphad direct contact
with thelandowneror if thelandowner
merely heard " profanity.” Inany event,
he had been there with hisfamily trying
to enjoy the nice, sunny Sunday and he
and hisfamiIE heard profanity, saw nu-
dity and drinking, and saw obviousdisre-
gardof the"no trespassing' sign.

As thismantold mewhat he had
seen, | wasstruck by his calmnessand
hisreasonablepoint of view. As | started
to gpologizeon behalf of the boating com:
munity, heinterrupted to tell methat he
isadeer hunter. Hetold methat he has
seen afew deer hunters' inappropriate
behavior spoil some good hunting spots

washline. My clothesdry naturally in

my basement, garage, or living room. The |

worldiscleaner and | have moremoney.

Everylittle bit helps. |

Onedropin thebucket,
BrianLauer
St Cloud. MN

Bad Behavior Threatens

Watauga Access

Deer Editor,

| receiveda phonecall on June 26
fromaman whosefamily ownsand uses
thelandonriver l€eft just belowtheputin
on the popular gorge sectiondf the
WataugaRiver. Theputinisat alow wa
ter bridgethat isreached by driving
down a narrow, state maintained road
(SR1200). At the moment and inthe
past, parking has been dlowed aongthe
road, even thoughit does constrict the
roadway somewhat. Thereisasmall

beachonriver |eft that ison privateland. |

Therewasasmall notrespassingsign on
adirt drivethat leadsfromthe gravel
road Itowar_dthhebg)/ez?]ch. | havegeen.
peoplego right by that signand putin
from the beach. | understandthat the
signisnow gone. The peoplewho own
and usetheland useit for picnickingand
swimming. They just liketo relax with
their familiesand be outsidealongsidea

| pretty stream.

The man who called mewas given my
name by a boater whom he had stopped
and talked with. The man wanted to talk
to someone about what he had witnessed
that day. It seemsthat "a group from

for the great majority of therest. He
reckoned that thiswas probably the case
with kayakersalso. Hetold methat he
had spokento several kayakersand had
been politely received and listened to by
them. Heand hisfamily haveno desire
tomakelifedifficultfor usat the put in.
He expressed happinessat seeingother
people enjoying beingoutsideand onthe
water.

Heisvery clear (andveryrightin my
opinion)about asking for common cour-
tesy at theput in.

Lifeisjust so mucheasier and pleas
ant if weall just get alongand respect
eachother. Inmy opinion,thismanand
hisfamily want to do just that. However,
it isvery clear that if heand hisfamily
wanted, they could cause problemsasto
trespassing, parking, and other enforce
ment issuesthat have beenlargely ig-
nored inthe past. Itismy judgment that
they do not want to dothat. But they will
if they see noimprovementinour putin
etiquette.
| It'snow uptoustodo, what we
| should have beendoingd| aong... and

accordingto him, what most of usared-
| ready doing.
1.If you're goingto changeat the put
{in, changeinsideavehicle. Itisapublic
roadand evenif hisfamily isnot there, a

Pasl? ngvehiclecan get a good (bad??)
0ol

2.Keep down the profanity. | know
that after a good run on the Watauga, the
juicesareflowing. Butlet off that verbal
steam elsewhere.

3.If you want a beer after therun, be
discreet. Many peopleareoffended at the
sight of drinking in public. Kegpthecan
inthecar, or better yet, havethe beer(s)
at the takeout where we know that Tex
and his patronsdo not mind.

m—
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4. Donot block that littledirt drive
that downstreamalongriver left. If
they havedrivenonedf their vehicles
downstream, you can't seeit and you'll
block themin if they haveto get out. You
also havenoideawhen or if they might
come by and want to go down their road.
ITISTHEIR LANDaongriver left.

| havetwofurther requests. First,
please passthe word to people who may
not read this publication and encourage
them to exhibit good access point eti-
quette, everywhere, but especially here.
Second, if you seeafamily, alongthe
Wataugaon river |eft, just below the put
in, go over to them and thank themfor
their patience. Confirmthat the mgjority
of usarejust interested in outsidef un
and have no desireto offend any one.
Givethema smileand then go enjoy the
river that wearefortunateto have such
good accessto. Let'skeepit that way.

It sureiswhat | want, and | believe
that it iswhat they want, also.

REMEMBER: 'TISBETTER TO PO-
LICE OURSELVES THANHAVE OUR
SELVESPOLICED.

Thank You,

Joe Greiner
AWA Director (and frequent Watauga
paddier)

_Editor'snote: The problemof inappro-
priatebehavior at take-out and put-ins is,
unfortunately, not limited to the Watauga.
Asyou pointout, most boatersare reason-
ably considerateof thelocals, but thereare
alwaysa fewindiscreetindividual s out
therewhoapparently just don't givea
damn. Unjortunately, their lack of consid-
eration reflectshadly on all of usand often
leadsto seriousaccess problems.

| wasdiscussing thisthe other day with
our erstwhilecorrespondent, Carla
Grotok-Garrison. She, t00, isvery con
cerned about boater smisbehavingat ae-
cess points. I suggested that sherelateher
concernsto our AWA Access Program Di-
rector Rich Hoffman. Carlalaughed and
said that sheknowsthat Richisdoinga
Preat job, but that shefancieshimmorea

over thana fighter. And whenit comesto

| boatersacting like jerks, Carla advocates
amoredirect, disciplinary approach.

S Carla, woman of action that sheis,

| and her new bigfoot husband, Patook,

HIKING, BIKING,
QUTDOOR CLOTHING

-

=

WRITE OR PHONE FOR OLR

Slumberjack, Cannondale, Peak 1,
.Chouinard, Cifa, Optirnus, Lowe

FREE DISCOUNT CATALOG

Woodkich, Columbia
i Comg Trods, MSR
h A The Morth Fooe
-._+'. ,r“".l._.‘ Gregory,
' 14 A Mkt

have decided to start a new programto
dean i i he s oyTenders. Dnoe they oon-
firm g report of bad behavior of an aocess
podnt, they intend fo "Hunt doen [he
creepslikethedogsthat they areand beat
ihe erap oul of them) All of (his S0unds &
little radical to me. but Corla and Potook
dance fo their own fddier... God knows |
can f oondrol them.,

50, I vou are one of the boaters who
has been acting up af river aocess polnis,
you'd betier change your ways, [nless, off
course, you think vou can handle a thres
huendred polnd Sasguaich and his epen
more dangerous, [unatic wife!

BENGHMARKING: THE KEY

TO RATINGS?

Dear American Whitewater,
Alot of concern has been expressed
| recently about the inadequaciesd our
whitewater rati n%system. Itistimefor
someoneto take charge.
Asiswell known, mountaineers once
had asimilarly inadequate system, also

Perception
Wave PFD

e USCC approved

¢ Specially designed
for paddlers

e Huge armholes
for unrestricted
movement

e Angled zipper
for comfortable
and secure fit

¢ Knife patch

e Variety of color
cominnatspns

-
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gradedfrom 1to 6. Therating"5," or tech-
nical free climbing, was|ater expanded to
50 to 59 at Taquhitz/Suicide, and soon
after in YosemiteValley, from whichit
expandedtotherest o North America.

Thekey to the successof thissystemis
that there existed benchmarks(existing
climbs)for each of the grades. Anyone
could go to Taquhitzandfind out just
how hard a’5.8 was supposed to be. A new
ratingsystem hasrecently beenintro-
ducedfor bouldering problems, the V1
system, which replacedtheold B1 - B1+
— B2 system. It hasalso found wide ac-

tance, because benchmarkswerees
tablished (I believeon the boulder prob-
lemsd Hueco Tanks).

Let's establish whitewater bench-
marks.

Sincedifficulties change with water
levels, these benchmarksshould be on
riverswithfixed, commonlevels. And
since people will want to check the bench-
marks, the rivers should run often and be
easily accessible. | proposeto usethe
Gauley River and the Narrowsof the
Greenas benchmark rivers, since these
are wdl known and run often at fixed wa
ter levels.

Now, if | had donetheserivers, |
would immediatelyrate each of the rap-
idsand thus go down in history asthein-
ventor of the modern whitewater rating
system. But alas, | offer that plumtask to
someoneelse, or perhapsasmall group o
knowledgeablesomeones like the direc-
tors o the AWA.

Whitewater issignificantly different
than technical climbingin that:

a) Difficulty isinextricably inter-
twined with danger. In climbing, some of
the most difficult routesare perfectly
safe. Plus, continuous hard rapids can be
much moreimposingthan isolated drops
separated by pools. And opinionsd rela-
tive danger vary considerably over time
(e.g. Sweet's Fals).

KAYAK
JOEN DUR
EXPEDITION

CHILE!
PRIVATE
AMD SANVEN
OUR &3 EEK TRIFS
TAKE YO TO ALL THE
GEMS...CALL FOR OUR 1996
BROCHURE!!
401364-2000

VIVA! CHILE KAYAK EXPEDITIONS
PO BOX 1229 CHARLESTOWN, Ri 02813 USA

b) Different water levels change the
difficulty.

¢) Thingssuch asthe ability to por-
tageand scout are also important, par-
ticularly inthedot canyonsaf the West-
ern states.

d) Kayakers are helped rather than
hindered by gravity. Often boatinga
"hard" rapid involveslittle morethan
keeping your mind buckled down and
your lungs connectedto theair whilethe
water doesall the work.

With these considerations, we may
not be ableto subdividewhitewater as
precisely asfree climbsare subdivided.
But weshould beableto split existing
classV’sintoat least fiveor six catego-
ries(Vv.1-V.6?), with moreto comeas
skillsimprove. Intime, well bedistin-
guishinga"bigwater" VV.3from a"' water-
fall" V.3 from a"boulder gardenin
flood V.3, just asclimberstalk of "thin
face" 5.10b, and "finger crack” 5.10b and
"overhangingjug-fest"” 5.10b.

Climbing and mountaineering have
similar unknowns, (runout, snow condi-

tions, weather, length) and they've been
ableto get by nicely. Let's get thisissue
done and behind us, and work on codify-
ingour new rating system. Publishitin
American Whitewater for all to see,
and| bet it will beaccepted widdly (after
some jostlingdf theratings, perhaps).

Nathan Lewis
Seattle WA

Editor'sreply: AWA safetygurusLee
Belknap and Charlie Walbridge arein the
processof establishingsucha
benchmarking system for classV
whitewater. Asyou suggested, they are
looking for examplesfrom well known riv-
ersaround thecountry. Theyare open to
suggestion. Leecan bereached at 1308
Maryland Avenue, Glen Ellen, VA. 23060.
Charliecan bereached at 230 Penllyn
Pike, Penllyn, PA. 19422,

THE EPI C ROCKY MOUNTAI N WHI TEWATER
SUMVER OF 95

" MELTDOWN MADNESS®"IS A CUTTI NG EDGE, HI G4- ACTI ON WHITEWATER
KAYAKRING VI DEO WHI CH WAS pIrMeEp DURI NG THE Hl GH WATER SUMMER

OF 95.

PAST PACED WHI TEWATER ACTI ON I S | NTERTW NED W TH

SUPER SORFI NG HILARIONS STUNTS AND BEAUTI FUL SCENERY TO
CREATE A TOP NOTCH WHITEWATER V| DEO.

PRESENTED BY:

O-Ape
Sews
¥ 4
;;_1' ‘Jf.

A FUNDRAISER
FOR THE
AMERI CAN

VWH TEWATER
AFFI LI ATI ON

SCHEDULED FOR
RELEASE:
GAULEYFEST 95

WATCH THI S VI DEO &
SAVE A RI VER
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However, | read with disdain the com-

ERIC JACKSON PRAISED

Dear Editor,

Your article in the May/June edition
of AWA about Eric Jackson wasbothin-
formativeand interesting. Heis undoubt-
edly onedf thetop overall kayakersin
theworld, and | can only idolizehis de-
termination to succeed: determination
that issurpassed only by hislongingto
pleaseeveryoneandto put hisfamily and
friends beforeall. Many of my most en-
joyable paddlingexperienceshave been
with Eric, and beingboatersdf our cali-
ber, thisusually resultsin some pretty
crazy lines beingrun on what are already
hard rapids. Hetook meinto hishouseas
a completestranger shortly after my ar-
rival inthe USA, and wasthefirst person
to welcome meinto theslalomarena
later when| first begantotrain; anarena
whichis unfortunately aclosed frater-
nity totherest of the kayakingworld.
Withthefreguent interviewsthat | do
with various mediaorganizations,onecof
the questions| am most frequently asked
is"whoare my favorite peopleto paddle
with?Ericisawaysoned thefirst
namesto cometo mind.

KAYAK - RAFT

- 2 * T
OR: Inbermreciabe cormibinathon raftkanyak
tour - awhitewater & scénic taur of Chile.

t‘-’flll(ON.'CANADA: Rett the famaus
' Tatshenshini/Alsek, the rivars o
glaciers and grizzlies.

R T INTERNATIONAL

602 Alder Street; Whitehorse, Yukon, |

% Canada YIA3WS 1
f33-2742 Fax; (403) 633-6184

plaintsand judgmental commentsthat
people have madeabout Eric, and some
o hisactionsover the past years. He has
shown nothing but concern for the sport
and the people within. Peoplewill not al-
waysagree on everything, but that does
not give onethe right to pass judgment
on someone who takestheinitiative to
try somethingnew, whether it's atrain-
ing program, or financial aid. Whilel
wasawared the controversyfollowin
Eric's attempt to rai sefundsto attend the
'93dalomteamtrials, | had no ideaabout
theintentto" punish Eric.ltisasad
turn of eventswhen organi zationsthat
supposedly represent the athletes have
the audacity to makedecisionscontrary
totheir primary purpose. Itisfor this
reason that I, along with the principal or-
ganizersirom many o the other interna-
tional countries, truly hopethat Rodeo
never es a member of theseorgani-
zations,and that it remainsat all times
an event run and organized by the actual
competitors,who are more concerned
with gettingto the worlds than saving
publicface.

Had the various organi zationsthat
governthedaom eventsnot reacted
negatively asthey had, but takenasup
portiverolein Eric's bid to save hishome

~and competei n the world championshi ps,

the mass mediawould havefollowed this
initiative, and desperate, embracingface
saving would never have become neces
sary. To quoteEric; "Winnerstalk about
ideas, the average persontalks about
events, and |loserstal k about people.”
Allinall, I thought thearticleto be
reat, and unbi in opinion,even
thoughit contained somevery controver-
sial material, and encourageyou to do
morefeaturessuch asthisoninteresting
personalitiesin the kayakingfidd.

Sincerely,
Corran Addison
President
SavageDesigns
Am?/?l le. NC

Perception
Horizon Line
Craphite
Paddle

e Craphite dihedral blade
for a stiffer blade with
a lower swing weight

¢ Redesigned backface
and tip pulls smoothly
through the water

® Custom options
available at no charge:*
* Blade offset
e Asymmetrical blade
¢ Hiflex™ shaft

* Allow extra time

1 B
perception
KAYAKS & GEAR
Official Supplier of the U.S. Canoe and Kayak Team

Call 1-800-KAYAK96 ext. 101 and ask your dealer for a free catalog.
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Ramsey Outdoor

" Paddlﬁort HeadﬂuarterS'
“Kayaks by: Valley Canoe,

ey P

e

Discover IS

W [P—— . hﬂ'ﬂu
= '4'-.-*-.-- - -.. .

mystique "&.

Paddles & Accessories by
ener, Lendal, Hender son,
- Palm, Voyaguer, Extrasport,
“K okatat, Patagonia & lots
- more
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achventurer & NOC I

instructor Mick Williams

leads the way.

RAMSEY OUTDOOR

"Rt 17 Paramus, NJ 201-261-5000
| Rt. 17 Ramsey. NJ 201-327-8141
Rt. 46 Ledgewood. NJ 201-534-7799J
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For more information,
call Adventure Travel
(704) 4882175

& B b B

L e




The American
Whitewater
Affiliation

Our missionis to
conserve and restore
America's whitewater
resources and to
enhance opportunities
to enjoy them safely.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
(AWA)isanational organizationwitha
membershipconsisting of thousands of
individual whitewater boatingenthusi-
asts, and morethan100local paddling
club affiliaie=

-“Slick and

able!”

—Jim ln der, |I!I';'li'illF of the Squirt Boal ™

it 7 LY

79 with cauntlets
See Your Paddle Dealer Or Call

205-882-2227

CONSERVATION: AWA maintains
acomplete national inventory of
whitewater rivers, monitorsthreatsto
thoserivers, publishes informationon
river conservation, providestechnical
advicetolocal groups, workswith gov-
ernment agenciesand other river users,
and-- when necessary--takeslegal action
to prevent river abuse.

RIVER ACCESS Toassurepublicac-
cessto whitewater rivers pursuant to the
guidelinespublishedinitsofficial Access
Policy, AWA arrangesfor river access
through private lands by negotiationor
purchase, seeksto protect the right of
publicpassageonall riversand streams
navi_(f:]_ le by kayak or canoe, resists un-
justified restrictions on government
managed whitewater rivers and works
with government agenciesand other
river usersto achievethesegods.

EDUCATION: Through publicationof
the bi-monthly magazine, and by other
means, American Whitewater, ( AWA)
providesinformationand education
about whitewater rivers, boatingsafety,
techniqueand equipment.

SAFETY: AWA promotespaddling
safely, publishesreportson whitewater
accidents, maintainsa uniformnationa
ranking systemfor whitewaterrivers
(the International Scaledf Whitewater
Difficulty)and publishesand dissemi-
nates the internationally recognized
AWA Whitewater Safety Code.

EVENTS: AWA organizessporting
events, contestsandfestivalstoraise
fundsfor river conservation, including
the Ocoee Whitewater Rodeoin Tennes
see, the Gauley River Festival in West
Virginia(thelargest gathering of
whitewater boatersin the nation), the Ar-
kansas River Festival in Colorado, the
Kennebec Festival in Maineand the
Deerfield Festival in Massachusetts.

AWA wasincorporated under Mis
souri non-profit corporationlawsin1961
and maintainsits principal mailingad-
dressat PO. Bax 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
gsgélt) 6835669 AWA istax exempt under

ion 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue
Code

Vertical Addiction = NEW ! A look at the addictionto
whitewater through the eyesof expert creek boaters. Features
three creeksfalling at between 600 and 800 feet per mile.
Kayaksand canoes. 45 minutes...............

$26.95.

Green Summer = Steep creekin' on the Narrows of the
Green. 500 fpm! 20 minutes...........ccccoeunee. $21.95,

Send the price indicated plus $3 shipping to: Gentry Video
Productions, 646 Deer Creek Trail. Hoschton, GA 30548.
| Cdll or fax ordersto (706) 654-2725.

<
' HARDCORE! ="%".
Whitewater Videos =z 7Y =
from ‘*‘qnﬁ
Gentry Video Productions

PLUNGE! - Fantastic paddling on some of the South's most
extreme steep creeks. FeaturesLittle River Canyon, Bear
Creek, Cullasaja, and Horsepasture. Also, 50 foot Little River
Canyon Falls. Kayaks. 45 minutes............. $26.95.

Southern Fried Creekin' - Aclassic. Exploresomeof the
wildest creekin' in the South with someaf the country'sbest
paddlers. Features Watauga, Horsepasture, Overflow, and

Mydtery Creek with 50-ft Coon Dog Falls. 45 minutes. $26.95
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North American
River Runners, Inc.
1-800-950-2585

J
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Check out our Gauley Fest Booth
% Special Prices &

2

@ﬁ Mperception.
& == aquaterra.

the
water"”

Hey Paddlers!!!

Call us for more information about:
-Kayak guide service on the Gauley River
-Kayak, C-1, open boat instruction
-Raft-supported kayak overnights on the Gauley

-Used kayak school equipment

North American River Runners Outfitters Shop ® USRt60 @ 1/4 mile west of Rt 19in Hico, WV



H.R. 1806 - California
Agribusiness Water Pork

Central Valey Congressmen haveintroduced a hill to repeal
portionsd the progressive1992 Central Valey Project Im-
provement Act (CVPIA) that have made strides toimprove
Cadlifornias economy and environment. The bill (HR. 1906) was
drafted by the Central Valey Water Association, which repre-
sents contractors who receive highly subsidized water from the
Centra Vdley Project (CVP). Thehill's backersconsistof a

radical hinge of wealthy agricultural interestsin the San
Joaquin Vdley who have never accepted the 1992 |aw's modest
limitationsontheir traditional water subsidiesand privileges.
Thissubset of federal water contractors seeksto del ete many of
thecritical featuresof the CVPIA, causinga renewal of
Cdifornias water wars:

1. Wate contracts

H.R. 1906 seeksto maintain agriculture's dominationof
long-term water contracts. CVP water has been disproportion-
ately allocatedto subsidizeirrigation for 40years. The CVPRA
recognized that many other interests, such ascities, commer-
cial fishing, recreation, environmental protectionandfishand
wildlife management also havelegitimateclaimsto CVPwater.
The CVPA ended the fixed, 40-year contractsgrantedtoirriga
torsand set shorter renewal periods. All contractorswere
guaranteed at |east one 25-year extensionafier their current
contractsexpire. Now, irrigators want toresurrect the old
fixedH en?th, automatically renewablewater contracts. Thus,
water policiesconceived in the1940s will dominate the alloca
tion d water well intothe next century. Doesthis makesense
in astate with limited water resourcesand a popul ation pre-
dicted todoublein the next Dyears?

2. Watea subgdies

H.R. 1906 would repeal water subsid% reforms(calledthe
tiered pricingreforms), a provisiond the CVPIA. Theirriga
tors have been the beneficiariesd hundredsdf millionsdf dol-
larsin water subsidies annually for decades, yet another bla:
tant example of pork barrel politics. Even withthe modest in-
creasesmandated by tiered pricing, most CVP water will till
be deliveredat prices substantially below actual cost,and well
below the pricesfor water from the State Water Project. Con
gressincludedthe pricing reformsin the CVPIA tolessenthe
taxpayer burden of subsidizingthe CvPwater and to encour-
age water conservation.

3.Vountary water tranders

H.R. 1906 would give water districts the direct authority to
deny landownersthe right to sell their water to other entities,
blockingvoluntary water transfers from agriculture to urban
users. This provision would underminea central o the
CVPA, that of allowingfarmersto voluntarily sell water to cit-
iesandrealizea profit on the resaled the CVPwater. The con-
gt o water banks, whichact tofacilitatevoluntary water re-

esfrom existing water rights holders(i.e., agriculture), was
promoted by Marc Reisner in Cadillac Desert asareasonable
way todlow for continued urban growth. Indeed, the State Wa
ter Bank wasset up during the drought to assist with thi styf)e
o water sale. However, bigagribusiness would prefer to outlaw
theresaledf agricultural water, forcingcitiesto build multi-
milliondollar damsor desalination plantsinstead.

CONSERVE”.. SGGGGGGGGG——

4. Environmental provisons

H.R. 1906 would repeal all of theenvironmental provisionsof
the CVPIA, including: repealing the guaranteed minimumflows
for the Trinity River; curtailingthe restoration of the Centra
Vadley River andfisheriesand ending water deliveriestowild-
liferefuges.

5. Summary

Accordingto GeorgeMiller (D-7-CA),author of the 1992
CVPA, Theagribusinesslegidationintroduced today isnot a
serious effort to correct allegedflawsin the Central Valley
Project Improvement Act. It isa bad-faced effort by the subsi-
dized, corporateirrigators to recapture their control o 85 per-
cent d the project's water. What's wrongwith the CVPIA, in
their view, isthat the environment won, the Calif orniaeconomy
won, the taxpayerswon — and the subsidizedirrigators|ost.
The Doalittle bill is nothing morethan their effort toreverse
history, at great expenseto the taxpayersa Americaand theen-
vironment of California.

Perhaps the saddest environmental irony of the original Cen-
tral Vdley Project isthat most of this so-calledfarmingisactu-
aly moreakin to mining,as muchof the soil in the Central VVa-
ley isunsuitablefor long-termirrigation, and isslowly turning
into a salty wasteland.

For moreinformation, contact Share the Water: A Coalition
for Federal Water Reform (1736 Franklin Street. Suite 300. Oak-
land, CA 94612, (510) 452-9261, FAX: (510)452-9266).

Presents

Whitewater Dancer It

Thisvideohasit all! Underwater
rolls, the 89 Worlds, Rodeos,
Hot wave and hole surfing, Class
V wipeouts, Tunes by Worki
Famous Fiddle Master Papai
John Creech! HI-Fl stereo 55 Min.

How to Organize a Successful River/Outdoor Cleanup
Entertaining and informative. Of specialinteresttoclubs. Get
involved. CLEAN UP ARIVER. HI-FI stereo 18 Min.

Highlights of the Grand Canyon '90

Set into The Grand Canyon. See the big drops and ari
innertube run of Lava Falls. With wild tunes.

HI-F1 stereo 43 Min.

Highlights of the Upper Yough, Gauley, Russell Fork andl
3ig Sandy

See all these runs on one tape, with hot tunes.

HI-Fl stereo 43 Min.

How to Modify a Sabre

All you need to know to turn a Sabre into the hottest plastic:
playboat in the world! With action footage and outrageous
tunes. HI-Fl stereo 49 Min.

To get your copy(s) in VHS just send a check or money ordet
lor $19.95 each plus $4.00 postage and handling to:

SURF DOG PRODUCTIONS
12 Freedom Drive, Collinsville, CT 06022,2031693-8750
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These notes are designed to give an
overview of accessissuesand AWA'’s ef-
fortsfrom around the country. Please call
or write AWA if you havein ormation
about accesss whitewater rivers;

1430 Fenwick Lane

Silver Spring, MD 20910
(3015880453
a r oa III s

e.mail: 76435.731@compuserve.com

Vellowstone Access!

June 19, 1995: As Rich Bowers and | leave

the town of Gardiner, Montana to enter

Yeliowstone National Park, we look up to

read the inscription on the arch at the

: North Entrance to the Park that states:

*i'l “For the Benefit and Enjoyment of the
s .- = People."”

¥ P
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This phrasestrikes measdlightly
ironic, consideringour missionhereto-
day. Inan hour, wewill besitting down
with Michad Finley, the new Superinten-
dent o Yedlowstone, and hisstaff todis
cussthePark rulesthat prohibit
whitewater boatingwithin the Park.

In Y elowstone, whitewater recreation
isoneusethat isnot alowed for the ben-
efit and enjoyment of the people.

And Y dlowstonehas sometruly out-
standing whitewater. Thisfact was clear
enoughaswedrovethroughthe park the
previousday, passing by the Gardner
River, the LewisRiver Canyon, and of
course, the powerful YedlowstoneRiver.

AWA has publishedstoriesinthe past
of runs down both the Grand Canyonand
Black Canyon of the Yéelowstone. In
these accounts weredescriptionsd in-
credibleClass|V and V whitewater
withinaremotebackcountrycanyon-a
truly uniqueexperience. Joining usfor
themeetingisTriel Culver,alocal boater
and lawyer from Billings, Montana, who
isfluentinlocal boatingconditionsand
sentiments. He notesthat the
Y dlowstoneis unique not only for its
scenery and whitewater, but alsobe
cause, ingeneral, the Yelowsoneisa
| ate season run, after the peak runoff.

Thegoal of our meetingon June19
wasto open discussionswith the Na
tional Park Serviceregardingwhitewater
boatingin Yelowsone. AWA’s basic po-
sitiononthisissueisthat boatershave
not been given equitabl etreatment
amongother activitiesin the park. For
example, there are currently few limita
tionson hiking, fishing, horseback riding
or crosscountry skiing in Y dlowstone-
usesthat also bring peopleintothe
backcountry.

Inaddition, the park alowsmany
formsd motorizedtravel, which have
much greater impactontheY elowstone
ecosystemthan whitewater boating. For
example, Y elowstonei s swarmed by
snowmobilesinthewinter, anactivity
that coststhe park millionsd dollarsto
manage. Motorboat useon Y dlowstone
Lakeisalsoextremely popular. Not to
mention the hundreds o thousandsdf au-
tomobilesand RVs on Y dlowstone's
paved roads.

Inlight of thealready highlevel of hu-
man activity in Y dlowstone,Park Ser-
vicemanagement staff hasstated that
they aremoreinclinedto cut back on
use, rather than to introducea new activ-
ity such aswhitewater boating. However,
the AWA believesthat limitationson use
should beshared amongall non-con-
sumptive, low-impact activities, rather
than havea completeexclusiond anac-
tivity.

From our meeting, Superintendent
Finley hasasked that AWA developa

American Whitewater v

Page 16 top: Entranceto Yellowstone
nationa! Park:“For the Benefit and
Enjoyment of the People.”; Page 16 :
Gardner River, Yellowstone: access
denied; Above: Spring runoff; Below:
Madison River, Yellowstone

proposal on how and wherewhitewater
boating may beintroducedin the park.
Toaccomplishthis, AWA will need the
helpand inPut d al d our members(we
believeY dlowstoneisa national boating
issue), especially thelocal boating com-
munity. Pleasecall usat (301)5849453.
The proposal will addressthefollowing
questionsposed to us by Park Service
staff:

. Whichriversor river segments
should be onened?

. How should decisions about appro-

riate activitiesalowedin Yédlowstone
made?How does whitewater boating
fitthiscriteria?

, Would whitewaterboating degrade
resourceuse?\What rulesor regulations
would protect the resourcewhilebeing
fair towhitewater boaters?

. What might be some unintended con
sequencesd whitewater boating?

, How would whitewater boating be
managed i n an efficient and cost-effective
way (shouldthere be permits, etc.?).

, Inaddition, wewill need dataonspe
ciflcstretchesd whitewaterin
Y dlowstoneand i nformationabout put-
insand takeouts.

I naddition, AWA requeststhat boat-
erswriteto Michael Finley, Park Super-
intendent, voicingyour suPport for
whitewater boatingin Y elowstone.
Finley’s addressis PO. Box 168,

Y elowstone National Park, Wyoming,
82190). If possible, send a copy tothe
AWA River Access Officeat 1430 Fenwick
Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20904. Contact
Triel Culverfor moreinformationabout
local club activity (32 AvenueB, Billings,
MT., 50101, (406) 254-1614).
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Don't Let
Navigabillyin =
New York

On June 30, 1995,a New Y ork State Court handed down a decisionon Douglaston
Manor v. Bahrakis, acaseinvolving aparty o anglers whofloated down the Samon
River, anavigablestream, and to fish, anchored their boatstotheriver bed, whichis
owned by aprivate property owner. The property owner (the plaintiff)claimed thean-
glers (defendants) were trespassing on his property.

The court rejected the defendant's positionthat theincidental use of the privately
owned bottom of a navigableriver isnot atrespass. The court distinguished there-
cent Moose River case (Adirondack Leaguev. Sierra) and held that a property owner
who owns both sides of anavigableriver and the underlying bed hastheright to con-
trol and prohibit anchoring upon its property for the purposed fishing, and that
suchright isa property right secured to the property owner and not relinquished by
adeterminationthat theriver is, infact, navigable.

The defendants have not yet indicated whether they intend to appea. What does
thismeanfor whitewater boaters?This recent decisiondoes not changethe decision
reached by the courtsin Adirondack Leaguev. Sierra. In Adirondack Leaguev. Si-
erra, the courtsruled that the public hastheright to travel downstreamon a navi-
gablewaterway, including the right to portage. (For a more completediscussion
about navigability, please seethe upcoming19% Nov/Dec edition of the American
Whitewater.)

KEEL-HAULERS OUTFITTERS : ,
—PFERCEFTION=H Y DRA=FRIC = A RO = W= WH ITEWATER

YAKIMA=-BODY GLOVE-BERMUDES-HELLY HANSEN
AKOKATAT-SILVER CREEK-EXTRASPORT-SEDA GHOOVE

-DISCOUNT PRICES - FAST MAIL ORDER SERVICE-

_LCALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG- _
To explore North Carolinds

10040 LORAIN RD. NORTH OLMSTEAD, OH 44070 Cullasaja, Thompson, and
(216) 779-4543 Nest Fork French Broad Fivers, |
send $26.95 1 $3.005&h
J.S funds to:
EXPEDICIONES Kayak WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS

AGUA
AZU

371 8 Whitehorse Road.
I\/I e X I C O Suite 103-M

Whitewater « Bluewater * Warmwater Greenville, SC 29611

Kayaking and Rafting Adventures
SantaMaria @ | || bem—me———em—————
Ve —
208/462-3361 Waterfalls » Travertine rapids * Mayan ruins Fhdidress
Expediciones Agua Azul Expert and Intermediate adventures |- S -
Box 111 Instruction for all abilities 4.|:i|_-!|.- X o E
Garden Valley, |d. 83622 January - April « Affordable prices Srate —— Ii_p —
e-mail CIS: 72773,3106 Mexico has'it all! |
e ————————— e e
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by Rich Bowers and Rich Hoffman with kelp from Pope
Barroir and AWA friends, Replonal Coordinators and
Ditrectars around the oouniry,
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AWA’s focusfor 1994-95 wasto improve accesstorivers, as
well asto continue our crucial programsand grassroot efforts
to conserve and protect whitewater rivers. Our thinking was
that in order to developa constituency interestedin conserving
rivers, we needed to allow peopleto enjoy them.

During the past two years, AWA encountered many people
who did not seem to understand this philosophy. * You're just a
group o elitethrill-seekers,' weweretold, or, 'there are plenty
of other rivers-go boat onthose.' We heard even more often
that we would be sued.

In the upcoming year, the AWA will work to changethis per-
ception. How? By getting more peopleinvolved withrivers.

Whilethisisnot anew anglefor AWA, our focus will change
in1996. We will beactively looking to grow our membership, to
increaseand imBroveour regional coordinator program, andto
continue to combine our effortswith otherswho enjoy rivers.
WEell start by targeting our ffiliated clubs, state groups,
whitewater schools, and thosealready involved with local riv-
ers.

Thisstrategy had a good start duringthelast year. Coali-
tionswereformed all over the country. Forest coalitions, river
coalitions (such asthe Hydropower Reform Coalition), state
river coalitions i n Wisconsin, Georgiaand Colorado, agen
coalitions‘with non-profits; even coditions areforming coali-
tions, aswitnessed by joint efforts betweentheforest and river
organizations to address watershed planning.

It worked well too. 1994-95 were pretty good yearsfor rivers,
and PI enty of issues on our last Top 40 are history today. For ex-
ample, the Clavey (CA) wassaved from the Turlock Irrigation
dam; the Klamath (OR) was permanently protected under the

Wild and Scenic Rivers Act; the Nahanni (BC) escaped a dam
threat, asdid the Cispus (WA); the Air Forcesurrendered itsat-
tempt to build a bombing range on the Owyhee(ID); and access
tothe Lower Yough (PA) seemsto beresolved.

Riversa so won out over existing damsall around the coun-
try. For instance, settlement were reached on the Salmon and
on the Black River's Watertown Project (NY). Those settlements
improved both whitewater and thefishery. And preliminary de-
cisionslook to improve river conditionson the Nisqually (WA)
and Tallulah (GA) (although these remain on our TOP4o0list)
andonthe St. Louis(MN) and the Pemigewasset (NH).

Increasing a constituency for riversistimely. With the new
Congressin town, AWA, along with every other conservation

roup, will belooking to support riversfrom thelocal and state
evels. Protection of riversat thefederal level isgoneinthe
foreseeablefuture. Infact, the new Congressis poised to effec-
tively kill thewild and scenicriversprogram, tostrip riversof
protection under the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, and to dispense with funding targeted for river access
and river protection (Landand Water Conservation Fund).

So, asusual, thereis plenty to do. Old threats, like Auburn
Dam, theirrigation project on the North Fork of the Payette,
and the AnimasLaPlata Project on the Animas seem almost
immortal.

We hopeyou'll comealongfor theride. And when wecall, we
hopeyou will help uswith issues affecting your favoriterivers
and creeks.

[Note: Thisyear the TOP 5riversarein order of priority (at
least for stafp, theother 35 issuesarenot, but are listed to make
our map look good!]
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1. Riversin Yellowstone
National Park, Wyoming/
Montana/Idaho

Issue: Access

Current Status: Y dlowstoneharborsthelargest collectionof
unexploredriversin thelower 48 states. Thereare eleven major
riversin the park, accounting for over 400 milesd boatable wa
ter. 0 specia noteisthe spectacular Class V-V whitewater in
the Grand Canyonand Black Canyon o the Yédlowstone River.
At present, however, theseriversarestrictly off limitsto
whitewater boaters.

IN 1986, in responseto regional interest in the boatingoppor-
tunitiesin Y dlowstone Park, the Park Servicecompleted a
study entitled Boatingon Yellowstone sRivers: An Analysisand
Assessment.. Based on the study and publiccomment, the rec-
ommendation to continuetherestriction onriver boatingwas
approved by the Park Superintendent on May 18,1988.

In June, AWA and | ocal boating representatives met with
park staff and the new superintendent to discusschangesin
regulationsregarding whitewater boating. Asaresult of this
meeting, AWA wasinvited to develop a proposa which would
examinechanging thissystem. Includ inthisEroposaI will be
alisting of the whitewater riverswithin the park, outstanding
and uniquefeatureson each of these, potential impactsfrom
whitewater boating and possible mitigationfor any adverse &f-
fects. (For more information, see separate article in thisissue.)

While AWA believesopeningtheseriverswill bealong pro-
cess, weare optimistic. Whitewater boatingisavery non-con-
sumptiveand compatibleuse o the park, therewould be very
littleimpact from boating and these impactscould easily bere-
duced or eliminated by effectivemanagement. For moreinfor-
mation contact Rich Hoffman at (301) 589-9453 or Triel Culver at
(406) 2541614

2. Numbers Section of the
Arkansas, Colorado

I ssue: Access

Current Status: The AWA and Colorado White Water Asso-
ciation (CWWA) have been workingon securing legal accessto
the Numbersfor the past 10 years. Two factorscontributeto
prevent accessto the Numbers- acounty road (on the east side)
that was closed by alandowner who claimsthat itisa private
road; and a4 acre parcel o privateland that boatershad per-
missionto uselast year but was posted "No Trespassing” this
season.

Inearly May, AWA madean offer to buy the 40 acre parcel,
but the landownersare not interested in acash sale, and will
only consider aland swap with the Forest Service. Unfortu-
nate{lil, theland swap processwill taketime, and the landowner
hasaready shown an inclination to atorpid pace. With respect
totheeast side county road, AWA and the OMWA have con-
vinced federal agenciesto pursue reopeningthisroad.

For more information, contact Rich Hoffman or AWA Direc-
tor Ric Alesch at (303) 9858620.

3. Cheat River, Wedt Virginia

Issue: Proposed dams, water quality, wildand scenicstatus

Current Status: In April, AWA joined Wes VirginiaRivers
Coadlitionand the Friends o the Cheat to announce American
Riversrecognitionof the Cheat asoned its Top10 Mogt En-
dangered Rivers. In a pressrel ease, AWA Journal Editor Bob
Gedekoh called the Cheat oneof the most magnificent
whitewater river systemsin the United States.

Last year, the Cheat made the TOP 40 becaused an acid

mine blowout in April 94, and from other pollutional ong Greens
Run. Theeffects; Muddy Creek hasa pH level of 3 (about 10000
timesmoreacidicthan normal),and the floor of Cheat Canyon
now hostsover twelvemilesd rust colored silt, morethan an
inch deep. Almost ayear later, in March of '95, another blow-out
occurredfrom minesowned by the same company.

In the meantime, the Army Corpsof Engineers has devel-
oped a proposal to dam the Cheat upstream of Rowlesburg, WV,
antlj two dry damson the Shaversand Dry Forksfor flood con-
trol.

In June, the Forest Servicereleased adraft EISon Wildand
Scenic designationfor 13streamsin MonongahelaNational For-
est. For moreinformation contact Roger Harrison of the WV.
RiversCoalitionat (304) 47200250r DaveBassage (Friendsd the
Cheat) (304) 3743141

4. Animas River, Colorado

| ssue; Water project

Current Status: Referred to asthelast of the"Big Water
Projects,” the $710 million Animas-LaPlata damand irrigation

roject just won't die. After 27 yearssinceit wasfirst authorized

Congress, and evenin thisatmosphere of budget cutsandre-
duced federal intervention, this project rollson. The purposeof
this projectisto providewater for Durangoand several New
Mexicocommunities,for Colorado's Ute Indian Tribeand for ag-
ricultural irrigation.

Almost 75 percent of the project cost would fund irrigation
water for farmers, whoin turn would repay only 3%0f the cost.
Thelnterior Department's I nspector General hascalled the
Project economicallyunfeasible,at best returning only 40 cents

or every dollar invested. But it seemsthat no matter whoisin
power, pork rules supreme.

For moreinformation, contact Nancy Jacques at Colorado
RiversAllianceat (303) 2593200

5. Canyon Creek, Washington

Issue; Proposeddam

Current Status: Canyon Creek made our TOP5 becauseit em+
bodiesAWA’s worst nightmare - new, small and uneconomical
damson critical headwater streams.

Toadd totheinsult it isa boomer of arun (seeMay/June is
sue). Canyon Creek ma%/ asoserveasagrim harbinger of other
headwater streams in the Northwest, long thought to bethe bas:
tionof freeflowingriversand creeks. Dam builder's haveaso
sought preliminary permitsfor Iron, Summit and Johnson
Creeks, the Clear Fork o the Cowlitz, Butter, Silver and Carlon
Creeks. In addition, there are seven new dams proposedfor the
Nooksack basin, nine in the Cowlitz watershed and another five
along the Skagit River. The AWA recentlgeLoi nedlocal boating
groupsand intervened in the Canyon Creek proceeding before
the FERC.

For moreinformationcontact AWA Director Brooke Drury
(206) 6331661 0r Andrew Wulfers (503) 2850464.

6. Upper and Lowe Kern
River, California

Issue: Relicensing

Current Status: Early in 1995, FERC determined that recre-
ational releasesshoul d be expanded on weekendsthrough early
August on the Upper Kern. Whilethisisabigwin for recre-
ation, AWA fedlsthat thisaddressesonly thetip of theiceberg
regarding recreation potential. Led by AWA, acoalitiond river
interests are lookingto expand rel easesto weekdays, establish
optimumflows, and to conduct a thorough investigation of the
recreational potential onthe Kern.
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Morerecently, thiscoalitionhas requested,and FERC has
agreed, that the IEJower company (Southern CaliforniaEdison)
must conduct whitewater studieson the Lower Cataracts sec-
tion of the Kern. Water levelsmay dictatethat these studies be
ginin August of thisyear. For moreinformation, contact Rich

Bowers.

7. Elwha River, Washington

Issue: Damremoval.

Current Status: Effortsto implement the1992 ElwhaRiver
Ecosystemand Fisheries Restoration Act continue.

Latelast year, the US Department of the Interior deter-
minedinadraft environmental impact statement that removal
o two outdated hydroel ectric damson the ElwhaRiver isthe
only wey tofully restore over 7 milesadf anadromousfish habi-
tat inthe Olympic National Park. Remova of the damswill like-
wisereopen milesaf prime wildernesswhitewater which has
been flooded sincethedamswere built in the early part of the
century. Current effortsare centeredon trying tofund dam ac-
quisition and removal. For moreinformation, contact Friends
o the Earth at 20663316610r AWA Regiond Coordinator Carol
Volk at 2068766780.

8. North and Middle Forks,
American River, California

| ssue; Dam proposal

Current Status: For thelast decade, various old water dino-
saurs havetried to resurrect the Auburn Dam project at both
thefederal and statelevelsand the Californiariver group,
Friendsd the River, hashad to spend most f itstime and re-
sourcesfighting off theselegislativeefforts. If the damiseven
tually built, the bigwinnerswill bethelocal developersin
Placer County and adjacent countieswho will get afree new
sourced water. Whilethese countiescan developrelatively in-
expensivesourcesfor new water, they believethat free water
was promised to them two decadesago as part of the original
Central Valey Project. Theloserswill bethe state and federa
taxpayers, who will subsidize awater supply that thelocal
countiesare unwilling to pay for, and boaters, who will lose the
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ClassIV North Fork and the ClassiI Middle Fork runs.

Thedraft EIR for thelatest version — yet another flood con-
trol dam (with multi-purposereservoir) that would cost $660
million and would drown 42 to 48 milesof river — will bere-
leased by the Army Corpsd EngineersinlateJuly. Ironically,
this dam would not have affectedlast winter's floodingin the
Rosevilleand Rio Lindaareas of Sacramento, whichcamefrom
minor tributariestothe American River.

Oncethestudy isreleasedin late July, river conservation-
ists must mobilizea massive grassroots responsein support of
the best non-Auburndam alternative by encouraging peopleto
writelettersto the Corps, elected officialsand newspaper edi-
tors, aswell as attend the public meetingsand hearings. For
moreinformationon how you can hel pthis grassrootseffort,
contact Charles Casey at Friendsof the River, at (916) 442-3155.

9. Cispus River, Washington

| ssue; Hydropower prevention!

Current Status: Last year we told you about a devel oper'sat-
temptsto build Cispus 4, a major new hydrofacility onthe
lower reachesd the Cispus River in Southwestern Washing-
ton. In additionto threatening a major salmonrestoration &f-
fort goingon in the watershed, Cispus 4 would have destroyed
whitewater recreation opportunities on a popular ClassIII run
known asthe Lower Cispus. Cispus 4wasdealtalikelyfatal
blow last May when the Washington Department of Ecology
and acodition o groups, includingthe AWA, succ&ssfulz;?/
blocked the devel oper'sthird attempt to gaina water quality
certificate whichisrequired for licensing by the FERC.
Whitewater recreation playeda major rolein the outcome of
the case. Look for detailsaf the casein an upcoming American
Whitewater article, contact AWA Director Brooke Drury at
Z125&52874580r the Rivers Council of Washingtonat 206-283-

Issue: Access.

Current Status: V ehicular accessto an established takeout
onthelower three milesdf the Cispus River isprohibited by a
Private corporation. Thetakeout, established as mitigationfor
ost recreation opportunities by a dam downstream,isnow in-
accessible. At the request of the FERC, the Rivers Council of
Washington and local boating groupsare workingwiththe
property ownersand with the dam owner to negotiatea solu-

tion. For moreinformation contact AWA Director
Brooke Drury at 206528-74580r the Rivers Council of
Washington at 206-2834988.

10. Kennebec River and
M oxie Stream, Maine

Issue: Relicensine

current Status: AWA, alongwith other river and
conservationinterests, are negotiating with several
hydropower comaaniesover thefuture of several riv-
ers in Maine, including improvementsonthe
Kennebec, Dead and Rapid Rivers. Al being dis
cussed isasolutionto the Indian Pond accessfeeon
the Kennebecand recreational rel easeson the Class
V Moxie Stream. For moreinformation contact Rich
Bowersor AWA Director Tom Christopher at (508)
5349447

11. Bear Creek, Georgia

Issue: Access . .

Current Status: In April, AWA and the Georgia
Canoeing Association met with the Georgia Dept. of
Natural Resourcesregarding whitewater accessto
Bear Creek through Cloudland Canyon State Park,
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oned thebest steep creek runsin the country (ClassV+).

Thismeeti n? was productive. The DNR was scheduledto
post theriver off-limitsto boaters becaused liability and safety
concerns, despitethefact that the Bear hasover five yearsd
boating history with no significant accidents. DNR agreedtore-
frain from posting until after the meetingand has yet to do so.
Whileafinal verdict isstill out, DNR seemswillingto address
whitewater and to work with boaterson keepingthisresource
open. Both put-inand take-out are outsidethe park, boaters
have been accessingtheriver by permissionon privateland,
and thereiswidespread support from citizenslivinginthearea
for continued boatingon Bear Creek. For moreinformation
contact Rich Bowers, Dave Cax (GCA) at (404) 522-74470r AWA
Director Ron Stewart at (615) 756:3170.

12. Wed Branch Penobscot,
Maine
Issue: Relicensingand access
Current Status: Earlier thisyear, Great Northern Power
settled withalocal hunting and fishing club (the Finand
Feather Club),and agreedto providefreeaccessto the
for residents o Maine. AWA recognizesthisasa
great accessvictory, and applaudsthe effortsd this club. AWA
hopesto takethisvictory and expandit to includeall river us
erson themainstem Penobscot. Political maneuveringcontin-
ues, and a settlement of this project appearsto bealong-term
Broc&ss However, prelimi narci/ discussionshint at outstanding
enefitsto whitewater, includingincreasedflow and scheduled
releaseson the Upper Gorge.
For moreinformation contact Rich Bowers.

13. North Fork Payette,
|daho

Issue: Dam

Current Status: Last year's effort to passfederal legidation
(under the Wild and Scenic RiversAct) that would ban new dam
constructionon this outstanding Class V run isdeed. Cur-
rently, the Gam Irrigation District hasrevised their plansfor
hydropower on this stretch and isinvestigatingthefeasibility

arun-of-river project whichwould divert up to 100 cfs near

SmithsFerry (the put-in) and dump it back near Otter Run
rapid. Theremoval of 100 cfsfrom theriver will havealessdra
maticimpact on the awesome whitewater than the previous
plan todivert upto 2200 ¢fs, but at normal summer flows, re-
mova d 100 cfs can besignificant. The project could also screw
up Otter Runrapid and placement of a48-inch pipein therail-
roadri ?ht-of-wayon thesteepeast side d theriver could cause
rockfall and erosion. Thelast thingthe North Fork needsis
morerocksor pollution. Gam Irrigation hopesto persuadethe
| daho Water Resource Board to amend the Payette Plan to allow
hydropower. |daho RiversUnited will fight to preservethestate
protection. And while Gem Irrigation District plansto study the
Impact d this project on boating, they statethat boating...pays
nothing, but ridesfree on someone else's water.

For more information, contact Liz Paul at Idaho Rivers
United at (208) 3437481

14. North Fork Boise River,
|daho

| ssue: Salvagelogging, access

Current status: Hugewildfiresburned through the North
Fork Boise River watershedin 1994. The Forest Servicelost no
timein sellingenormoustractsd burnedtimber for harvest.

Timber alongthreeeligiblewild and scenicrivers, including
the North Fork Boise, isslated for harvest. Idaho RiversUnited
appeal ed the massivetimber sale becauseit included entry into
roadless areas, logging and helicopter landing pad construction
inthe North Fork Boiseriver corridor, and loggingin sensitive
riparian areas. After losingtheappeal, |daho RiversUnited
took the Forest Serviceto court to resolvethe problems. Argu-
mentswere heard on July 17.

Asaresult o thislogging, the North Fork Boise River was
closed to boating until theloggingiscompleted in1997. In
short, boaters have been booted from one of southern Idahos
greatest roadless ClassIII - [V whitewater runsduring thefirst
year in memory when adequateflowsremain intheriverin
July. The Forest Servicecitessafety asthereasonfor theclo
sure becauselog-loaded heli copterswill be constantly flying
over theriver. Theroad to the customary put-in isalso closed
because of heavy loggingtruck traffic- oneevery four tofive
minutes!

Thelogging will add sediment to thewatershed o the North
Fork Boise River and will impair thesurvival o bull trout. The
constructiondf helicopter landing padson theriver bankswill
mar thescenery, oned the valuesrecognized in the Wildand
Sceniceligibility study.

For moreinformation, contact Liz Paul at Idaho Rivers
United at (208) 3437481

15. Yampa River, Colorado

Issue: Access

Current Status: AWA isclosdly followingalitigation effort
near Steamboat Spri n?s, Q0. whereaman wascharged with
criminal trespassfor floating the Yampa River through private
property. The bigissuein the caseisthe definitiond navigabil-
ity, in other words, whether the publichastheright of passage
down certain streams. A preliminary ruling by the county
judgedeclared dl riversand streamsin Coloradoto be non-
navigableand stated that for the recreational usersdf public
waters, Coloradomay not bethestateto be. We hopeto reverse
this decisionon appeal.

The Yampa caseisthetip o theicebergfor aconfusingand
at times contradictory body o law and interpretation about the
public'sright o p: e down Coloradoriversvs. therightsof

rivatelandowners. There have been recent problemswith
andownerson Boulder Creek and the North Fork of the S
Platte(Bailey Canyon). Until thisissueisresolved, watch out
for barbed wireand low fences.
For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffman.

16. Sacandaga River, New
Yark

I ssue: Hydropower relicensing

Current Status: In consultationwith New York Rivers
United (NYRU), AWA and commercidl rafters areworking hard
tomesh their goals(continuationd daily episodicrecreational
releasesat 4,000cfs) withthe demands d other stakeholders.
Residentsaround the Great Sacandagalake would like higher
lakedevations, resourceagenciesand fishing groups have new
proposalsthat improvefishery habitat and flows— not to men-
tionthoseinterested i n seasonal flood and water quality protec-
tionfor the Hudson River and, o course, power production.
Likethey did during the Salmon River negotiations, AWA and
NYRU aretaking theinitiative to create a unique water man-
agement computer model whichwill serveall partiesasafoun-
dationfor testing alternative water usestrategies. Startingin
thisfal, intense multi-lateral negotiationswill beginin earnest
amon%gl | the stockholder groups— negotiationswhich prom-
iseto be New Y ork's most difficult and protracted. Sincetensof
thousandsd raftersand paddlers, especialy families,flock to
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the new Sacandaga Whitewater Recreation Area, withits
shuttle serviceand whitewater lodge, to enjoy the consi stent
summer flowsin the Sacandaga, significant reductionin the
recreational flowswould causesubstantial damagetothisim-
portant regional resource.

For more information, contact AWA Director Pete Skinner
at (518) 6745619 or Bruce Carpenter (NYRU) at (315) 339-2097.

17. Middle Fork Snoqualmie
River, Washington

Issue: Access.

Current Status: Escal ating boater trafficon the popular
MiddleMiddle (ClassIi-iV) and ClubStretch (ClasslIl) runs
o the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River is causing increased con-
cernfor residents around the current Tanner Road access. King
County Roads, owner o theright o way, hasalready placeda
gate at the entrance making accessdifficult for rafters. The
AWA and local boating groupsare workingtogether withKing
County lawmakersto acquire an alternate access point aways
downstream, guaranteeing problem-freeaccessfor boatersand
other instream recreationistsin thefast-growingNorth Bend,
WA area. For more information, contact Washington Recre-
ation River Runners Director Bab Bartlett at 20688315310r the
RiversCouncil of Washingtonat 2062834938,

18. Pit River, California

Issue: Relicensing

Current Status: AWA isworkingwith the Shasta Paddlers
and Pacific Gas & Electric to study whitewater recreation on
the Pit River in Northern California. Studiesstarted in May,
but then the water level sdropped out o sight. In June, FERC
wroteto PG&E, requiring them to augment (release) flows if
natural flows remained too low. FERC determinedin April that
the scoped whitewater studiesshould includetheentire Pit
River fromthe Pit 1. project to Lakelsabella, and that a succes
sion d damsaffect whitewater boatingon thisriver. Thisisa
big boost to along held goal o the AWA, addressing how mul-
tiple damscumulatively affect other river use.

Thereare seven damson the Pit, all seekingnew licensesbe
fore2011. Thereare also two additional damson the McCloud
River,inthe samewatershed. If done correctly, thesestudies
could effectively coordinate whitewater rel easeson all sections,
transforming the Pit into afantastic whitewater destination.

For more information, contact Rich Bowersor Carter
Haischat (916) 3786800.

19. Upper Youghiogheny
River, Maryland

Issue: Hows

Current Status: | n order to continue hydroel ectricgenera
tion at the Deegp Creek project, the Statedf Maryland isrequir-
ing the Pennelec Company to providereleasesd cold water
duringtimesd hot weather and low water. The State Depart-
ment o Natural Resources(DNRY) istryingtoimprovethesur-
vival d brown trout stocked in the river downstreamd the
prgject. Under natural conditions, trout do not surviveinthe
shallow warm water areas upstream o Sang Run and down-
stream d the project. Large amountsdf water will haveto bere-
leased to keepfish diveif natural flowsarelow in warm
weather. The cooling rel easesare not predictableenoughfor
anyoneother than local boatersand will reduce the amount of
water availablefor scheduled whitewater rel eases.

Theamount of water which will haveto besacrificed by
whitewater interests in future yearsto chill downfishisstill
completely unknown. AWA has demanded, and been granted, a
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hearing to challengethelegality of thefishery flowssincethe
State DNR provided no evidencethat the cooling flowswould
actually work and made no effort to determine how much dam-
age would be doneto whitewater recreation interests. The hear-
ing wasstayed in1994in order to alow the State and AWA to
attempt to reach a negotiated settlement. The stay wasex-
tended through the 1995 whitewater season. For moreinforma
tion contact Pope Barrow, AWA Conservation/Access Chair-
personat 2025463766

20. Rus=| Fork, Kentucky

Issue: Pro dam

Current Status. For thelast ten yearsthe AWA hastried to
improvewhitewater boatingon the Russdll Fork through in-
creased rel easesand improved flow levels. Now, the Army
Corpsd Engineershasanswered our prayers, but with atwist!

The Corpshas pro to build awhole new dam upstream
d thetown d Hays, for ameasly $700milliondollars. [roni-
caly, one purposed the project i s to enhance whitewater boat-
ing. AWA’s answer WE DONT WANT IT. If youwouldliketo
dousafavor, providesafe, reliabl e flows over an expanded sea
sonfrom the existing Flannagan Dam. For moreinformation,
contact Rich Bowers.

21. Green River, Washington

Issue: Water supply project

Current Status: Tacoma City Water continuesits plansto di-
vert an additional 100 cfsfrom the Green River through the pro-
posed Pipeline 5 project.

TheCity dsolglansto work withthe Army Corpsdf Engi-
neersto double theamount of water stored behind Howar
Hanson dam upstream. These projectswill havea huge effect
on instream flowsin the Green-Duwamishriver, makingthe
river increasingly less natural and threatening water quality
and fish habitat values. It will also havea major negativeim-
pact on recreational boating by eliminating springflows. Alo-
cal group, Friendsd the Green, filed suit in June199%5in an at-
tempt tokill the project. For moreinformation, contact Friends
d the Green President Pat Sumption at 2065251708 or Jay
Cohen, President d the Washington Recreational River Run-
ners, at 2064326131

Issue: Access.

Current Status: Theownersdf the Green River Resort have
traditionally alowed boatersto use atrail downtotheriver as
atake-out from the popular ClassHI-IV Green River Gorgeand
asaput infor a ClassIL-III stretch downstream. A litigation
threat stemmingfrom an accident (unrelated to boating) has
prompted the ownersto placealocked gate at the entrance to
thetrail. While boaterscan still exitfromtheriver, used the
trail asa put infor the stretch downstream i s now threatened.
The WashingtonKayak Club and the RiversCouncil o Wash
ingtonare looking toward agreeablesolutionswith theland
owner. For more Information, contact AWA Director Brooke
Drury at 206528 74580r the RiversCouncil o Washingtonat
2062834988,

22. Uppe Ocoee, Tennesee

I ssue: Stream bed modification

Current Status: Loveit or hate it (seeMay/June issue),the
1996 Olympicswill forever changethe Upper OcoeeRiver. Will
ifel ?lso changethefuture of whitewater sports?Only timewill
tell.

As race course construction continues, the Ocoeewill re-
celvenational attention inthe upcomingyears. For moreinfor-
mation contact Rich Bowersor Rich Hoffman.
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23. Gauley Riyer, West Virginia

Issuer Access, damagetoscenicvalues

Current Status: The magnificentscenery of the Gauley River
gorgeisincreasingly threatened by streamside development.
The mogt scenicareas of the Gauley are inside the boundaries
o the Gauley River Nationa Recreation Area, but, for political
reasons, the National Park Service hasnot been ableto acquire
asingleonedf thoseareas. Almost the entire gorgeis now
owned by timber and mining companiesor by commercial river
outfitters. Outfitters havecut new private roadsin numerous
areas downstreamar SweetsFalls. In addition, aland develop-
ment company hasannounced plansto buildalodgenear Can-
yon Doors. Meanwhile, the nlans of the National Park Serviceto
protect the scenery and natural values of the Gauley havebeen
attacked by commercial interests. These groupsare advocating
moreintensive developmentand opposing the Park Service's
resource protection concept for the Gauley. The private owner-
shipdf land at critical pointson both banksdf the Gauley also
threatens private boater accesstotheriver. Currently, most
private boaters must cross private landsin order to take out
from an Upper Gauley tripor put infor a Lower Gauley trip.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffman.

24. Clear Cregk, Tennessee

Issue: Dam

Current Status. The Catoosa Utility District continuesto
plan construction of a water supply damon Clear Creek, a
tributary of the Wild and Scenic Obed River. Fortunately, the
Rural Economicand Community Devel opment Service (RECD,
formerly the Farmers Home A dministration) decidedto com
pletean Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and the RECD
and Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) will a so conduct a wa
ter supply study of the upper Cumberland Plateau in conjunc-
tion withthe EIS. Public meetingson the scope of thesestudies
wererecently completed.

The AWA, TennesseeCitizensfor WildernessPlanning, and
other groupsare urging decision makers to pursue moreeffi-
cient and inexpensivemethods o water supply, such aswater
conservationand pipelinesto existing reservairs. Itiscritical
that the Park Serviceupholdsits mandateto preservethe Wild
and Scenic Obed/Emory as unimpaired for the enjoyment o fu-
turegenerations.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffman or Tennessee
Citizensfor Wilderness Planning at (615) 482-2153.

25. Savage River, Maryland

Issue: Flood control dam and recreational releases

Current Status: Whitewater Recreationisa project purpose
o the Army CorpsSavage River Dam. However, whitewater re-
leaseshave occurred only once since the 1989 World Champion:
shipswereheld on thisriver. Thereason - the Corpshas never
produced an adequate water budget analysis, necessary tofig-
ureout how much water isavailablefor multipleuse.

AWA is negotiating with the Maryland DNR and the Corps
to providescheduled and useable flow rel easesin June and Sep
tember o each year. If possible, release will be coordinated
with releaseson Maryland'sUpper Y ough, West Virginiasfall
Gauley drawdown, and Kentucky's Russell Fork season. For
more information contact Rich Bowers.

26. White Salmon,
Washington

Scenicriver stretches. Condit Dam, a hydro dam near the
river’s confluencewith the mighty ColumbiaRiver, has
blocked most of theriver to anadromousfish passagesince1912
and leavesfivemilesd whitewater flooded or inaccessible. The
projectisnow upfor relicensing and avariety of groups, in-
cluding the AWA, are attempting to restore theriver's health.
A draft study of the alternatives, includingdamremoval, isex-
pected out any day. For moreinformation, contact AWA Direc-
tor Brooke Drury at 206528 74580r Friendsof the Earth at 206-
6331661

Issue: Access,

Current Status: The owner of the only viableput-infor the
ClassIII-IV Lower White Salmon (and take-out for the ClassV
Uppen)isinterested inselli n%hi sproperty. Unfortunately, the
landowner islookingto sell the property at a pricethat the U.S
Forest Service cannot pay and/or afford. TheAWA, River Net-
work andlocal boatinggroups are workingwith the Forest Ser-
viceto makesurethat publicaccesstotheriver ismaintained.
For moreinformation, contact AWA AccessCoordinator Rich
Hoffman at (301) 5899453 0r AWA Director BrookeDrury at 206-
5287458

2/. Housatonic River,
Connecticut

Issue: Hydrorelicensing, over-heatedfish

Current Status: Just downstreamd the Falls Village H?/dro
Damisa22-mile Class1I-1I stretch of water that isa popular
summertimer un and hostsa popular trainingsitefor
whitewater dalom. Boatersmay lose whitewater rel easesbe
caused aDepartment o Fisheriesdesiretoturnthiswarm
river into a stocked, cold water trout fishery. All o the hydro
damsonthe Housatonicwill be upfor relicensingin the next

Earth Lidz

high-tech composite laminate helmets
for adventure sports
hand-crafted for the individual

- : i-.r -
- 1 '
£ o
B
o -
.

> Three Styles
> Custom Sizing
= Custom Graphics

design your own lid........ Starting at $60
For More Info, Call Of Write:  Carth Lidz
¢/o Secret Creek Endeavors, Lt
617 Standard Avenue

Morgantown, West Virginia 26
(304) 296-5052 or (304) 291-8:

Issue: Dam relicensing/removal?
Current Status: The Lower White Sdmon isa ClassIII-IV
whitewater gemand isonedof Washington's twofederal Wild &

Email: JDKIII@WVNVM. WVNET. EDU I
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fiveyears,and AWA and local boaters promisetowork to en-
surethat thereis balanced use df theriver for recreationists.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffman or Clarke Out-
doorsat (203) 672-6365.

28. Chattooga River, North
and South Caralina, Georgia

Issue: Access, management

Current Status: There are about as many opinionsabout the
Forest Service's managementof the Chattooga River watershed
asthereare peoplewho useit. This past year, the Forest Ser-
vice cameunder scrutiny for itstimber harvesting practices
andits policy regarding private and commercial useon the
river. The AWA has been workingwith the Forest Serviceand
Trout Unlimited to discussboatingaccessto Sectionso and 1.of
the Chattooga, sectionsthat are currently off limitsto boating.
The AWA will beinvolvedin theforest management plan that
will berevisedinthe upcomingyears.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffmanor AWA Re
gional Coordinator Kent Wigginton.

29. Secesh River, |daho

Issue: Road building

Current Status: Habitat for the Secesh Riverswild chinook
samonisthreatened by road buildingand devel opment. Secesh
Meedow subdivision islocated upstream from the chalenging
Class V wildernessday trip. Theriver providesexcellent

awninghabitat for [daho's last run o wild non-hatchery in-

fluenced Snake River chinook samon. (That meansno hatchery
raised chinook have ever been rel easedin the Secesh River.)
Chinnok salmon are an endangeredspecies. The devel oper has
requestedspecial permissionfrom the Forest Serviceto build
four short reads to accesslotsin the subdivision, and the For-
est Servicehas proposed granting permission. The Secesh
River isdligiblefor inclusionin the Wild and Scenic Riverssys
temin part becausedf the presenced chinook salmon.

Theroad building and consequent development will have
del eteriouseffectson the salmon and needsto be prevented.
Idaho Rivers United has opposed the roads. A final decisionby
the Forest Serviceisdueshortly.

For moreinformation, contact Liz Paul at Idaho Rivers
Unitedat (208) 3437481

30. Black Canyon of the
Bear, |daho

Issue: Damrelicensing

Current Status: Utah Power and Light's existinglicenseex-
piresin 2001, but the processis beginningnow. The Black Can-
yon, asix mileClassIV-V run, offersthe closest whitewater to
the Salt Lake City area.

Rumorshold that the applicant i sseekingto combinethis
dam relicensingwith others on the Bear. For moreinforma
tion, contact Rich Bowersor Mark White (801) 532-3445.

31. Price River, U ah

Issue: Proposed dam

Current Status: The SanpeteWater Conservancy District
has proposed the NarrowsProject on Gooseberry Creek, a head-
water tributary of the Price River. If completed, the project
would divert the Price river flow into another drainage.

The Priceoffersfour sectionsd whitewater rapids, over 3
milesd accessible and canyon rapids rated Class1it, IV, V. If
completed, local boaters shouldn't expect to paddliethis more

than twiceevery ten years! For moreinformationcontact Rich
Bowersor Zach Frankel (URCC) (801) 4864776.

32. Clarks Fork of _
Y dlowgsone River, Wyoming/
Montana

I ssue; Proposed mining operation

Current Status: The Clarks Fork—Wyoming's only Wild and
Scenic River—is a beautiful and remoteriver that has ClassIv-
\% daP/ runsand a 26 mile Class V-vI wildernessrun in a spec-
tacular canyon. Crown ButtesMines, asubsidiary of Canadian
mining giant, Noranda, proposesto mine half a billion pounds
o gold, silver and copper two and a haf mileshomthe
Y dlowstonePark boundary. Plan includesa 72-acretailings im-
poundment to holdfiveand a half million tonsof mining waste.
Failure of the structure would send acidicrunoff directly into
the headwatersd the Clarks Fork. Groupsthat arefightingto
stcélo the mineincludethe Beartooth Alliance, Greater
Y dlowstoneCoalition, American Rivers and Headwaters Pad-
dling Association. AmericanRiversnamed the Clarks Fork the
most endangeredriver in Americain both1994and 1995, The
draft EISiscurrently being prepared.

For moreinformation, contact Judy Theodorsonat 406-587-

33. North Chickamauga
Cregk, Tennesee

I ssue; Access, watershed protection

Current Status: This Class V-V run has becomea bench-
mark for Southeastern whitewater. A conservationfilm, funded
by AWA, received recognitionat thisyears BluegrassFilm Fes
tival. A Strategic Management Plan for the watershed, in part-
nership with the Friends of North ChickamaugaCreek, Inc., the
National Park Service, the ConservationFund and AWA isdue
for completionby year's end. Effortsare turning tofund-raising
for theriver right portion o the gorge. Theriver left corridor
has kindly been designatedasa pocket wildernessand a park-
inglotfor atrail systemhas becomethe standard takeout for
boaters. Accesson the North Chick Creek sideaswell asthe
Cain Creek put in has been atouchy issuewith landowners, es
pecially asdevelopment has continuedin the wildernessareas,
so boatersare urged to show respect and courtesy.

For moreinformation contact AWA Director Ron Stewart at
(615) 7963170 0r Rock Creek Ouitfitter in Chattanocoga.

34. Mokdumne, California

Issue: New dams, access, hydrorelicensing

Current Status: AWA, workingwith the Foothill Conser-
vancy and Friendsdf the River, recently intervened in the
newly proposed Middle Bar Dam. If constructed, this project
would createareservoir that would compl etglal submergethe
upstream ClassII Electra Run, often described as the best be
ginner river inthestate.

Inaddition, river interests have been negotiatingwith the
downstream East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) to
open accessto the bottomfive milesdf the ElectraRun now off
limits to boaters. EBMUD has prevented boatingand fishing ac-
cesstothisstretch of theriver for yearsand isreluctant tolet
boatingget a seriousfootholdon thisrun (despiteunanimous
support from the Amador County Board of Supervisorsto open
thisrun) sincethey want to keep the option open of raising
Pardee Dam to bring more water to Oakland.

In December of A, AWA filedfor late intervention on PG&Es
Mokelumne River Project whichregulatesflow tofiveseparate
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whitewater segments. ?Whi tewaterflow tests were conducted
ontheClassIV-V Devils Noszand Tiger Creek Dam runs, the
Class1 Ponderosarun and the ClassII Electrar un in the sum-
mer of '93) FERC isstill rulingon the relicensing of these
Phc_}&E dams; the Draft Environmental Impact Report isdueout
thisyear.

For moreinformation contact Rich Bowers, AWA Director
Susan Scheufeleat (408) 459-79780r Pete Bell of the Foathill
Conservancy at (209) 2065734

35. Nisqually River,
Washi?]qgtony

Issue: Relicensing and access

Current Status: Theresultsareinfor last year's first
whitewater descent of the La Grande Canyon, atwo mile
stretch of outstanding Class V-V rapidson the Nisgually
River. The FERC, in adraft Environmental Impact Statement,
has recommendedthat the dam owner, Tacoma Public Utilities
(TPU), provideat least four whitewater rel eases per year — two
in Juneand twoin November.

The AWA and other groupsare working hard to make sure
these recommendationsarefinalizedin the Nisqually Project
license. For moreinformation, contact Rich Bowersor AWA
Director Brooke Drury at 2065287458,

36. Tallulah River, Georgia

Issue: Relicensing and recreation flows

Current Status: Thefate of Tallulah sofar has been hope
lessly miredin the bureaucraticrelicensing process. AWA has
ﬁroposed asettlement agreement with Georgia Power, which

as been accepted but not yet signed. The FERC wasscheduled

toreleaseadraft EISin the Spring o thisyear. Aswegoto
press, the most recent schedulefor this was September 1995.
AWA isstill hopeful that this agreement can be drafted intothe
ElSasthe scenario o choice, and will allow boatingrel eases
prior to the 96 Olympics on the nearby Ocoee.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Bowers.

37. American, Kern,
Sacramento, San Jc _
Trinity Rivers, California

Issue; Badlegidlation; corporatewelfare

Current Status: A groupdf Central Valey Congressmen
(Dooalittle, Fazio, Pombo, Radanovich, Thomas, Dooley and
Condit) haveintroduced HR. 1906, a bill drafted by the Central
Valey Prog]ect Water Association (whichrepresentsthe con-
tractors who receive highly subsidized water from the federal
Central Valey Project). Thishill would gut the 1992 Central
Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA),afar-reaching water
reform bill that received strong bi-partisan support and ben
efited Californiasenvironment and economy.

Essentially, H.R. 1906 will take away water that was previ-
ously alocatedfor river and wildliferestoration and will in-
creasesubsidiesto theaready highly subsidized agribusiness
water users. This the question: why would taxpayerswant
to continueto subsidizelarge scal e corporate agriculture that
turnstheland into salty wasteland, whileat the sametime pay-
ingfarmers not to grow cropsin the haf o the United States
which getsnatural rainfall? Please ask your Congressional rep
resentativesto voteagainst this bill, wherever youlive. For
further information, contact Barry Nelsonat Sharethe Water,
(510) 452961, (Also, see separate article in Conservesectiond
thisissuel)
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38. Stanislaus River,
Cadlifornia

I ssue; Water projects

Current Status. The Calaveras County Water District hasre-
cently filed a petition with the State Water ResourcesControl
Boardto divert water from the Stanislaus, North Fork
Stanislaus, the CalaverasRiver, Highland Creek and Angels
Creek, and build new reservoirson the North Fork. The popu-
lar Boards Crossing to CalaverasBig Trees(threemilesd Class
HI-V) reach is considered runnabl e aslow as 400 cfs, and so,
could potentially be affected by the proposeddiversions.

I n addition, the Stockton East water district hasbuilt a$70
milliontunnel and plansto remove up to 160000acrefeet of so
caled surplus water from the New Melones Reservoir. How-
ever, becaused a small watershed and an abundanced senior
water rights upstream, it is unlikely that Stockton East will get
any Stanislaus water in their tunnel. Stockton East and the
Central San Joaquin Water ConservationDistrict havealso
fledan in#' unction to prevent the water from the New Melones
reservoir from beingused for fish and water quality purposes
as mandated under the CVPA (see# 37 above).

Beow the proposed diversionisthe Class1V Goodwin Dam
run (themitigationfor losingthe Camp 9 run when New
Melonesdam was built), and the ClassII KnightsFerry run,
used by over amillion peoplea year. The Stanislaus River
Council (acoalitiondf river interests) isworkingto keep water
from being diverted out of theriver.

For further information, contact John Murphy o Cd Trout
at (209) 527 6242, Patty McCleary of the SierraClub at (415)923-
5638, Steve Evansat Friends of the River at (916) 442-3155,0r Ri-
%d Roos Collinsaof the Natural Heritagelnstitute at (415)288-

39. North Fork Skokomish
River, Washington

Issue: Relicensing.

Current Status: Tacoma City Light's on-goingeffort to Ie%(al-
ize itsillﬁd expansion df two hydrodamson the North For
SkokomishRiver. Built without fish passagefacilities, the
dams haveflooded or dewatered milesdf salmon (not to men-
tion boater) habitat. Channelingalmost theentireriver intoa
pipefor electric generation likewisewreakscontinual havocon
ecol ogical ly-val uablewetlandson the Hood Canal. Increased
spillsback into the river will benefit areafish and wildlifeand
leadtoa rebirth of anintermediate kayak run.

For moreinformation, contact L ori Bodi, Co-Director of
American Rivers Northwest Regiona Officeat 206-3238186, or
AWA Regiona Coordinator Carol Volk at 2068766780.

40. Esopus River, New Yark

Issue Whitewater rel eases

Current Status: Aspart of an agreement between the Depart-
ment o Environmental Conservation, New York City Water Supply
and whitewater boaters, there have been four whitewater releases
(inJune, July, August and September) on the ClassII-II Esopus
Riverfor thepast 17 years. Recently, theserel easeshave been
threatenedbecaused pressurefrom powerful trout fishermenwho
areconcernedthat thesewhitewater rel easeswill depletethecold
water reservesin Schoharie Reservoir. Th s past season,theJuIP/
rel easewas cancelled and the August rel ease date was rescheduled
for September. AWA ispushing for an objectivestudy o tempera
ture, trout and reservoir level sthat will guidefuturedecisonson
thisresource.

For moreinformation, contact Rich Hoffman or AVWA Executive
Director PhyllisHorowitz at (914) 6335569
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GAULEY FESTIVAL 1995

Iis the segson’ Plan to join
the American Whitewater AlTilia-
[ian an S rday evening. Sep
tember 225, Tor the 1995 Gauloy
River Festival, Yau'll Nnd the ac
fhin onee again af the Micholas
County Veterans Memorial Park
of Houle 18 in Sumiiersyville,
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or come late. 'We'll be looking Tor
yioul from 5200 pom. undil mid

GAULEY
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' Complete yourwhitewater|ibrarywithan AWA publication

AWA NationwideWhitewater | nventory Riversat Risk—The Concerned Citizens
Edited by Pope Barrow, $15 book/$7 disk ($2.90 postage) Guideto Hydropower
*Revisedlistingof every whitewater river By JohnD. Escheverria, Pope Barrowand Richard
nationwide _ Roos-Collins; cloth $29.95/paper $17.95 ($2.90

*River mapsfor d| U S rivers _ postage)
* Includes mileage, accesspoints, ratings #A study of whitewater'smost seriousthreat
TheRiversof Chile AWA Safety Codes

~ ByLarsHolbek, $5 ($_1 postage) 1-99 $.25; 100-199 $.20; over 200 $.15
® A guideto morethan 20Chileanrivers eTheoriginal criteriad boatingsafety

Send paymentto AWA, PO Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464

SHIRTS
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PATCHES
DECALS
POSTERS ! _
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e Wilder the Better:
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AWA River 10 (postage
AWA License Plate Frames: stage $1
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- ___Rodeo World Championship Posters$6 (postage $1). |
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RIVER ACCIDENT OVERVIEW 1895

by Charlie Walbridge

The 1995 paddling season will be remembered for
a spectacular snowpack and long paddling season
in the West. Regrettably, it will also be recalled as
a horrific year for accidents. A quick look through
AWA files reveals a total of 33 fatalities through the
end of June, including four canoeists, seven
kayakers and 22(!) rafters. The number of users of
inflatables who met death is particularly disturb-
ing. Some accidents, as always, are the result of
inexperience,ignorance or both. Others occurred
when strong, well prepared parties proved unequal
to unusually high water. Many of these tragedies
involved pinning in strainers or other types of
high-water debris.

FIAF’IDSTYLE

Whitewater Clothing
and Accessories
by Olympic Medalist Dana Chladek

B * . i
? Spt'g,gg](ﬂtgg\l ity, bombproof bungi cord

b

* Paddling jackets&pants... racing float
Vests... pogies... neoprene tops, shorts
and pants...and more.

. .\We make custom gear for
individuals and groups'!

5302 Flander s Avenue
Kensington, M D 20895
Tel/Fax: (301) 946-9686

#

Thisyear agreat dea of information
wastaken fromthe Internet's Usenet
group Rec.Boats.Paddle and other com:
puter forumsand bulletin boards. Our di-
rectors scan theselocationson aregular
basis. This might accountfor somedf the
largeincrease in accidentsbeingre-
portedthisyear. I'm sure someincidents
were missed, and that morefatalities will
occur beforethe year ends. Many of the
descri Eﬂ ons|'m presenting areless com
pletethan | wouldlike, but still givea
good picture of the problemspaddiersare
encountering.

Thefirst fatality dates back to Decem-
ber 1,1994 when Dave Edspeth of Port-
land died on Washington'sClassIV Wind
River. Thisaccount, taken from a posting
on the CompuserveOutdoor Forum by
Jim Daey, statesthat the river wasbeing
attempted by a groupd six paddlersat
unusually high water. At thislevel the
river isaseriousclassv-+ run.

Edspeth, an expert kayaker who had
lost both feet in a mountaineering acci-
dent, wasastrong proponent of the
"right torisk” for handicap peoople
He was caughtin aholeat thetop o Ini
tiation Rapid and forcedto exit. The
group gave chase, but were unableto
help him. At some point the chase boat-
ersreported that helost consciousness.
Hisboat washed into an eddy, but when
Dave himself reached the eddy line, he
wassucked underwater. Heemerged
briefly downstream, then disappeared. At
this point the groupsplit up: one boater
hiked back upstream to the put-in, two
continued to search downstream, and two
more hiked out o the gorgetofind help.
That evening his waslocated by a
search and rescue helicopter near the
eddy where he waslast seen. The group
theorized that he became snagged under-
water and later becamevisibleasthe wa
ter dropped.

On the East Coast, an unseasonable
rnid-January warmspell extendedfar to
the north, creating some unusual mid-
winter boatingopportunities. AWA mem:
ber Bob Glanvillereports the death of
solo kayaker Justin Van Nesson the
West Branch of CazenoviaCreek, near
Colden, New York, on January 15th. This
run is popular withlocals, but the victim
wasunknownto other paddlerslivingin
thearea. Van Nesswas paddlingan old
Fiberglassboat of 1970svintageand
wore no lifevest, helmet, or cold water
protection. He wasfoundrecirculating in
a holeat the bottom d a6 highledge;
possibly an old dam site. Although there
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We're Setting the Standards
for Instruction

programdesigned for
paddlerswhoinsst on
qudity, innovationand resuts.
Our team of ingructorsare
recognized for their experience
and professiona dedicationto
kayaking; namessynonymous
with the principlesunderlying
ingtructiontoday.

Whatever your skill level,
wewill help you reach
your goals.

Weare based in the hub
o southeastern whitewater:
with riversrangingfromthe
beginning leve through expert.
Our ingtructionseason extends
from Marchinto October.

Travd with usthisfall and
winter tointernationd riverd
CodaRica isour specidty,
withintermediate, advanced
and expert levels.

ESS Quality kayak instruction
‘s, and specialty kayak trips.
Q Aﬂ Cdl or writetoday for our

color brochureon howyou

w canexcd at kayaking. Endless

River Adventuresinvitesyou
tosharealifetimésworth of

w 0, paddling opportunities!

N

PO Box 246, Bryson City, NC, USA 28713 » Phone/Fax 7041488-6199
WorldwideE-Mail, CompuServe 71604.1240

wereno witnessesto the event, it's pos
siblethat ariver-widestrainer just up-
stream may havestarted a chain of
eventsthat led to hisdemise.

On March12 eastern Pennsylvania
wasshocked by adoubledrowningon the
LehighRiver. TheclassII-III section
from White Haven to Rockport i spopular
with commercia and private paddlers;
theflow was dlightly higher than anor-
mal release. The party consisted of a
groupaf nine people who had purchased
some cheap, "toy" vinyl raftsand horse
collar lifevestsearlier in the day. Despite
theicy 34-degree water, no cold weather
protection was used. A number o experi-
enced paddlersadvised them not to put
in, but Englishwas not the party's native
language and communication was diffi-
cult. Theraftersflipped just downstream
d the put-in on awavejust below the 1-80
bridge. Kayakerson theriver rescued
sevend the nine people, but two chil-
dren, aged 12 and 14, were washed away .
A massivesearch beganthefollowing
day, and they werelocatedlessthana
miledownstream.

Inasimilar incident on March1s, the
San Juaquin River near Fresno, Cdlifor-
niawasrunning high at 3,000 cfs AWA’s
Richard Penn% reportsthat thisisa class
| stream and that alocal canoelivery will
not rent boatsat levelsover 700cfs A ca
noe carryingfour peoplecollided with
the Highway 41 bridgeabutment and
wrapped. Everyonewas wearinglife
vests, and three paddl ers, two boysand
one man, washed downstream.

A seven-year-old girl was pinned
ainst the abutment under several feet
water. Paramedicsand diverswere

calledto the sceneand lowered fromthe
bridge. Trafficon the highway was
stoppedfor two hoursin both directions.
The girl wasfoundand transportedtoa
hospital, whereshedied soon afterwards.
Threeweekslater two paddlersin short,
"kiwi-style" kayakswere rescued after a
capsizing; they werefound clingingto
trees nearb?/.

On April 23the Russell Fork Gorgeon
the Virginia/Kentucky border wasr un
ning at 415 cfs. Thisislessthan haf the
normal fall releaselevel; moretechnical,
but less pushy. A groupof four experi-
encedlocal kayakersarrived at Fist
Rapid, thesite o previousnear-misses.
Mike Munn, 40, missed hislineand
sammedinto a huge undercut at Fist
Rock. It took fifteen minutesfor the
groupto get him out from under it with
ropes. CPR began and was continued for
over two hours. A cFaddler ran upthe
tracksfor helpand encounteredemploy-
eesd Breaks|nterstate Park, whoradi-
oedfor arescuesquad. They camedown
and continued CPR, but Munn died de
spiteeveryone's best efforts.
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TheFiveHd s of the Chatoogain
NorthernGeorgiaareaseriesClassV-V
dropsnotedfor the presenced undercut
rocks. Thewater level on April 30 wasat
16 feet when aparty o three raftslead by
aformer Chatoogaguide, arrived at Jaw-
bone rapid. Safety ropeswere set before
the rapid was attempted. Allison Guy, 30,
wasoned five peoplein araft that
broached and pinned on Hydro-Electric
Rock, throwingher into thewater. She
wasimmediately hit with two throw
ropes, but did not grab hold.

Sheapparently tried to stand up near
abigflat rock at the top of Sock-Em-Dog
and was sucked underneath it. Her body
was not recovered until May 19, whenthe
river had droppedto 1.3feet. Guidesfrom
various Chatoogaoultfitterslead by Den
nisKerriganfound her after atwo-day
search, nearly 10 feet back under the
huge slab of rock.

Sim Ray forwarded reports of a
doubledrowningon Alaskas Six Mile
River ontheweekendof May 20.21. This
isaclassIV-V stretch o big-water, yet
thevictimsdid not wear lifevestsand at-
temptedtherun in a Coleman canoe. The
two men were new tothe areaand clearly
had no idea what they were gettinginto.

Internet postingsreported the death of
several Northwest raftersover Memoria
Day weekend. Rhonda Schmidt diedon
the DuckabushRiver. Thisis not a popu-
lar run becauseit isfull of logs. Gary
Korb's guideto Washington's Olympic
Peninsularatestheriver asclassIvV+,
The groupwas using achesp vinyl raft
and woreno PFD's Theriver was high
from recent snowmelt. Theraft appar-
ently flipped onalogjam, but moreinfor-
mation Is heeded.

A similar incident on Montana's
North Fork d the Flathead claimed the
lifed Rhonda Peterson. Her raft appar-
ently flipped and pinned after hittinga
tree 25 milesabove Camas Creek. The
victim had athrow bagand adry bag
clipped intothe back of her lifevest and
wasaso clipped into the chickenline.
Shewas held undernesath the raft after it
capsized. Her two companionsswam to
anisland wherethey remained over-
night. They wereableto hail a passing
raft the next morning.

In the Midwest, Ron Hufiineyerre-
portsan accident on the Whitewater
River on May 27th. Pet Fisse was pad-
dlingwith hisbrother in touring kayaks
near Metamora, | ndiana. Both were class
IIriver paddlers. They entered theriver
below a seven-foot high dam with their
PFD’s slowed in their boats. Pat was
sucked intoan "'innocentlooking"” hy-
draulic below the dam, just upstream
fromtheir launch site. Heflippedin-
stantly, and although he was astrong
swimmer, he could not escape. After sev-
eral unsuccessful rescueattemptsby his
brother, Fissedisappearedbenesaththe
water for thelast time.

F E
Therearerumorsadf adrowningin
Coloredo's Cataract Canyonduring May
am atrainingtripfor commercial river
iguides. Theaccident occurredin Big
Drop#2. Withtheriver running at ten-
?/eer highs, aflip herecouldleadtoa

ong, unpleasantswim. Therearealso
rumorsof adrowningon the Man
Sdmonfollowinga raft ize. Any info
our readers may have on theseaccidents
will be much appreciated.

Californiaexperiencedfour rafting
deathsresulting from the unusually high
water thisyear. Thisinformationcomes
from The"K-How" River GaugeHotline
and conversationswith area paddiers. A
record snowpack will probably keep
somelarger riversthere running danger-
oudy highuntil latefall.

On May 29 agroupd four off-duty
guideslaunchedtheir raft at the Chevron
Station on the Merced River for alate -
ternoon run. Theriver wasrunning at
8,000cfs thismadethe classIV+rapids
downstream extremel?; dangerous. The
raft flipped. Threed the paddlersmadeit
to shore, but afourth was pinnedin the
willowsand brush that linetheshore.
That same day acommercial groupwas
running Maytag Repid on the North Fork
d the Yubaat 4,000 cfs, avery highlevd.

One member o the groupdoveinto the

water to assist a passenger who was
caught on the oarlocksd aflippedraft.
Shesurvived, hedid not.

On June11th the North Fork of the
American wasrunning highat 2, 900¢fs.
A commercial rafting guest fell out of a
raft above Chamberlain Fallsafter hit-
tingarock. Thesafetz kayaker got him
back to the boat quickly, but theraft was
off-linefor thedrop below. All but one of
the passengersfell out at the bottom of
Chamberlain. Thissameguest was now
completely unresponsive. He wasrecov-
ered by asafety kayaker after a moder-
ately lengthy swim, but intensive CFR
failedtorevivehim.

On July 2 there wasaraftingfatality
on the North Fork of the Y uba Four rafts
inacommercial party flipped in Rossaco
Canyon. It took sometimeto reassemble
the group. When headswere counted, one
Person was missing. A search party

ound thelifevest and helmet, suggestive
d abody pin, latethat afternoon. The
body was|ocated the next day.

Therewasan Internet postingrefer-
ring to arafting death on the Gallatin
River in Montanain June. Thevictimap
parently got caught inthe" chickenline"
of araft after capsizing. Moreinforma
tionisneeded.

TheDenver Post reportedthedeathon

RIVERSPORT
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June1d atemporary employeedf the
Colorado WildlifeServiceon the Coo
rado River near Rifle, Colorado. Hewas
doingafish survey in araft with two
other men whentheir outboard motor hit
asandbar, sucked up somesand, and
died. Thegroup got paddiesout, but de-
spitetheir efforts, the boat was swept
into the 1-70 bridge abutment and pinned.
Theother men werethrown clear and
swam to safety; the victim was caught un-
der water between the raft and the bridge
pier. He wasfound when the raft wasex-
tricated sometimelater.

The Jackson Hole Daily reported afa
tality onthe Hoback River in Wyoming
onJune 1. A pair of kayakersbeganthe
run together. One of the men capsized,
lost hispaddle, and wasforcedto take
out. Thevictim, KyleMartin, 24, contin-
ued on. When he did not apePear atthe
takeout a search began. Helicopter pilots
discoveredafloating paddieand life
jacket. The body, along with a badly dam-
ﬁed kayak, wasfoundin astrainer

out one mileupstream o the take-out,
at the base of a100-foot high cliff. Person-
nel from the chopper pulled back some
trees hom the creek, revealing the body.
Thismaterial, along with many other ar-
ticlesand Internet postings, wasfor-
warded by AWA Safety Chair Lee
Belknap.

AWA member Mark Whiteforwarded
clippingsfromthe ldaho State Journal
describingthe death of Bob Clayton, who
was attempting to makethefirst raft de
scent of the bigrapids amile below the
Milner Dam on the Snake on Junes.
These class v+ big-water drops, run occa:
sionally by kayakers, were"really boom
ing" accordingto locals. Clayton, pad-
dlingwith another cataraft from Boise,
lost control of his boat and dropc)iped Side-
waysintoahugeholeinarapid called
" Just No!"

Thereherecirculated for somettme in
full view of friends, TV camerasand
search and rescue personnel who as-
sembled to witnesshisrun. Someone
threw himaline, but he could not hold
on. Hewas pulledfromtheriver by a
safety raft stationed a half mile down-
stream. CFR was administered for over
an hour without success.

On June 16 Mary McGavock was part
of aMormon Church groupthat rented
raftsfor a classII-III section of the Snake
River near Afion, Wyoming. Newspaper
clippingssent by AWA member Ron Wa
ters describethe accident :

"A raft, overloaded with people picked
up from a previousspill, f(Ll:Eped and
p®ned on arock. McGavock wasinitially
tangledin arope, but waslater swept
downstreamatter astruggle. Her life
vest, which may have beentoo bigfor
her, came off. It wasrecovereddown-
streamfully zipped and buckled. Search-
ersusi n? do%sand jet boatswerestill
lookingfor the body | ate that evening.™

A wild near-missoccurred on Boulder
reek June 5and wasreportedto the
internet by Colorado Whitewater Asso-
eiation (CWWA) Safety Chair Roger
Lynn. Kayaker Greg Norrisbecame
irappedfollowingan end-to-endpinin
wo trees. After a brief struggleheflipped
i pstream. Hiscompanion, Fred Donaghy,
waded out and freedthe pinned boat. He
¢ould not hold on, and both boat and vie-
fim were swept away. Donaghy then re-
iurned to hiskayak, gave chase, and was
able to push Norrisand hisboat into
shore. By thistime Norrishad been un-
der water for about three minutes. Res-
eue breathing was begun by Donaghy, as-
sisted by passersby and rescue squad per-
sonnel. Thevictimregained conscious-
ilessafter about eight breaths and was
transported to alocal hospital for treat-
mnent.

MaosePachecod Farmington, New
Mexicowaskilled on Junel7duringa
aigh water (4.5feet) r un onthe Numbers
section of the Arkansasin Colorado. The
:roubl e began when his ducky flippedin
1 large holeand he was swept down-
stream. Kayakerswitnessingthe acci-
dent gave chaseina pickuptruck,
launcheda kayak, and pulled himto
shore. By thenit wastolatefor CFR to do

my good.

As the high water continued Jim
Giulianelli,acommercial rafting guest,
drownedin Brown's Canyononthe Ar-
kansas on July 2 Heapparently washed
downstream somedistance after being
thrown hom his boat on thishigh, fast-
movingriver. Thesetwo accountswere
posted on the Internet by the CWWA'’s
Roger Lynn.

Rocky Mountain News clippingssent
by the AWA'’s Rick Alesch mentioned two
other Colorado raftingfatalitiesin the
middleaf June - oneon Clear Creek near
Golden, and one on the Colorado near
Kremmling. Moreinformationis badly
needed. There wasalsoareported conm
mercial raftingfatality onthe Eagle
River inearly July whena 78year-old
manfel out d hisboat and suffereda
heart attack.

Tennessee's Ocoee River wasthe
scene of acommercial fatality on June
25th. Thereare many rumorscirculating,
but here's the story from Polk County
Rescue Squad leader and former river
guide Randall Bates, who wasat the
scene. Accordingto Bates, Robert Wilkes
wasthrown from a raft with three other
Ia;ge men by the diagonal wavein
Tablesaw. Asthey were carried down-
stream a guide's rope reached them. The
thrower could not hold the weight of
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three men, so they let go. Two men swam
right to safety, but Wilkeswascarried
left of Diamond Splitter Rock where he
becameentangledin a 60-foot length of 3/
8-inchrope.

Bateswasteaching ariver rescue
course just upstream and arrived at the
sitesix minuteslater. Hetried anumber
of different extrication techniquesbefore
the body floated free-roughly 35 minutes
after it went under. CFR wastried with-
out success. Batessaystheropewasal-
most impossibleto see with the water on
or off. Hefedsthat it wasa discarded
throw bag, but may have been a compo-
nent of a Zdrag system, asboatsare often
pinned nearby.

Alsoon June 25th Gordon Graham, a
kayaker, drowned on East Rosebud Creek
near Rock Springs, Wyoming. His boat
overturned and wasswept intoalog l]
The body wasrecovered by his paddli ng
partner with assistance fromstate game
wardens.

On July 3rafter Walter Goodmanwas
killed onthe popular Guadalupe River
near San Antonio, Texas. Goodman, pad-
dling with another man in atwo-man
raft, was danglingonefoot over the side
whenit became wedged in a passing rock.
Hewasdraggedout o theboat and
pinned underwater. Hiscompanion at-
tempteda rescue, but was unsuccessful.
Thisinformationwas posted tothe
Internet by David Fallside.

Another Internet posting reported a
doubledrowningon Washington's
Nooksack River onthe sameday. The
group wasa well-equipped party from the

avy basein Bremmerton, Washington.

They parently encountereda nasty log

hi cr?ﬁadfl ipped or wrappedfour boats
on acommerciad trip the previousweek.
Thefirst boat intheir party portaged, but
the other two elected to run. They
wrapped, trapping the victims. A local
guidesaid that, in hisopinion,thelog
wastotally unavoidable.

Walter Felton of the Arkansas Canoe
Clubcdledtoreport abizarreandtragic
doublefatality on the Cossatot July 8. The
river wasrunning under 100 cfs, much
lessthan awhitewater boater would
need. Two men and their sonsbegan a
tripdownthe"fdls" inasmall vinyl raft.
They flipped against alargerock known
asthe BMF. Thetwo boys, 12 and 14, were
wearing PFD’s and swamto shore. James
Brawley, 383 swam after a cooler and
washedinto " The WashingMachine."
Thisnarrow drop channelstheentire
flow of theriver at thisleve; Brawley
caught hisfootina crevice and went un-
der. Hiscompanion, Robert Ash, at-
temptedto rescue him but couldnot. Ash
then returned to shore where he dropped
dead o aheart attack! Brawley waslat

freed by rescuers summoned by the boys i
Mog o theraftingaccidentsin thisre- |
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| ring problem. Thosedf uswho work at

port result fromviolationsof basic safety
rules. | have seenaccident summaries
from Coloradoand Californiawhichin-
cludeanumber o river fatalitiesinvolv-
ing small inflatables that were not re-
portedto AWA. Thisindicatesarecur-

river safety need tofind waysto reach
people who raft casually. It's aso clear
that running riversat high levelscarries
withit aseriousadded risk, particularl
from downed trees and debris. Solo pad-
dlinggreatly increasesthe danger. Pad-
dlerscan never forget this!
Thecommercial fatalities are not un-
expected. For yearsthe physical ability,
experience,andfitnessd rafting guests
has been declining. Better equipment
and improved guiding skills makeit pos
sibletorunmoredifficultrivers, but the
guestswhoend up in the water may be
overwhelmedand helpless. This danger
must somehow be communicatedto tri F
participants, so they can makean intel
gent choice, particularly in high water
yearswhen river levelsrai se the diffi-
culty substantially. Somesort o fitness
screening, includingthe ability tofunc-
tion effectivelyin cold water, may well
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The AWA continuesto need your help
to compilethisreport. Please send ac-
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educateour membersand the publicat
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Editor's note:

When Johany Regan
paddles, people watch. When
he halds court, people listen.

Read on and find

The rdge of Hair Baating—
2nd big drop on Upper Bed Creek

s o bird! & o plane!! OHNNY >
... 1. ®
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What makesJohnny Regan so engaging?

Most everyone who knows him will imme-
diately point to his overwhelming enthusiasm,
especially manifested when heis on and
around his favorite element — whitewater.

"When heison the river," said afriend re-
cently on the Upper Yough asJohn barreled
by, “Regan lookslike he's been plugged into
an 220 volt socket."

Thisfirstimpression becomes alasting
one. Regan paddleswith an inspired, aggres-
sivestyle, likeaslalom racer making a sprint
for thefinish line. And haplesshoaterstrying
to follow him are constantly egged on by his
boundlessencouragement. This energy radi-
ates from John and spreadsthroughout the
paddling world. He is not only one of the
most recognizable paddlerson American riv-
ers, but heisaso one of the best. And Regan
just keeps getting better!

Johnny Wonder, as he is sometimescalled,
is avery engaging character. He is dways on
the go; thereseemsto be no end to hisen-
ergy. Regan is undeniably atesse and a racon-
teur, but he practically never saysanything
that is truly negative. Most everyone finds
him alikable rascal... acharming roguewho
likes to stir things up in the spirit of fun.

Physicaly, he might best be described as
robust. Decades of running whitewater, not
to mention skiing and mountain biking, have
rendered him solid, muscular and tanned. At
35, atouch of white is starting to sneak into
hisdark beard, but his piercinglight gray
eyes, easy grin and hyper-kineticstylegive an
overdl impression of youthful exuberance.

Onesign of John Regan’s influenceon
paddling culture is that throughout the Appa-
lachians, Regan impersonators abound. These
imitators entertain at the take-outsof all the
east coadt's toughest runs, from the Bottom
Moose to Bear Creek, mimickingJohn's
booming raft-guidevoice, seasoned with his
light Appalachiandrawl, and his panoply of
surfer inspired facial expressions.

Theonly thing better than agood Regan
impersonator is the man himself, drinking a
beer and holding court, while engaged in an
animated discussion of some paddling topic.
John can quietly attract afollowingwith his
charismaalone, but it isoften his raucous,
unmistakablelaugh that draws a crowd.

At the same time Regan’s overflowing en-
thusiasm lures boaters toward him, he is
known for his selectivenessin choosing pad-

dling partners, especialy on radicd or diffi-
cult runs. The result of thisdichotomy isthat
eastern boaters mention paddling in the com-
pany of Regan with special pride. To beable
to start awhitewater story by saying, “The
other day | was paddling Red Creek with
Regan...” makes the account all the more
valuable. Invariably such astory will leed to
something John did that is"typical Regan,”
usualy recounted with the obligatory
impression.

But there is more to John that the carica-
ture that hisimpersonators present. He hasa
perfect mixture of bravado and conservatism
that hasallowed him to challengethe nation's
most difficult whitewater for two decades.
And, in spite of hislack of forma training
with coaches, his technique is almost impec-

JOHNNY WOKDER

cable. Often he paddleswith members of the
U S Team and hisstyleis a reflectionof that
influence.

"John hasthe kind of natural fed for the
water and the smooth efficient style that
many slalom racers, who havetrained and
competed for years, will never have," one
team member observed recently.

In mid July | had an opportunity to talk
toJohn at his home, perched atop one of the
ridgesthat towers over the paddling mecca of
Friendsville, Maryland. As on most summer
daysof the past ten years, John had just fin-
ished a run down the Upper Y ough. Back at
his porch we talked and drank beer. Over the
courseof the balmy evening a half dozen
other prominent boatersdrifted by, This =%

"Whenhe is on the
fiver." said a friend
recently on the Upper
Yough as John
barrelled bu, “Regan

fogks fike e been—

plugged into a 22
volf sochet.”

A crifical boadT Ranaing Morth
Ferk of the Blackwater
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cameas no surprise, John isa veritablemagnet
for whitewater talent.

The interview focused on the fact that
John's whitewater career has practically
spanned the evolution of modern whitewater
boating, from hisstart in homemade, fiber-
glass, end-hole C-2s, to hiscurrent jobasa
rep for Prijon kayaks.

John has been involved with the sport long
enough to provideafirst hand account of the
humbl e beginnings of some of the nation's
most prominent paddlers. He aso witnessed
thefirst descentsof riversthat havesince
become some of the most popular in the
country.

OK, Lets start from the beginning.
How old are you now and where and
when did you start boating?

I'm35, and | started boating when | was 13
in Bel Aire, Maryland. | started in an Ex-
plorer Post with the likes of Danny Ishister,
John Connely, Daveand Dan Demoree. All
of theseguyswerein the same Explorer Post
and westarted on the Gunpowder River.

The Gunpowder. | think that might
have been my first river as well. It's a
long way from the Upper Blackwater,
skill-wise.

Well, you have to start somewhere. But
nowadays people will start learning bascson
classV water, but back then, weweren't wen
rolling. Back then, you boated for ayear be-
foreyou started to roll. That's how we
learned such good braces, we learned to boat
without aroll... Sotheguy | learned with

was Dr. Yockey. Hewasa nuclear physicistat
Aberdeen Proving Ground.

Dr. Yockey... was he a pretty
good boater?

Hewasn't any kind of fancy boater, hewas
just a nice guy with a big heart. You know,
your typical Boy Scout troop leader. | think
thiswas 1973 that we started boating with
him.

So what kind of boars were you
paddling back then?

Wéll, in theintroduction for the new comers
into the post, welearned in a Berrigan C-2
[lots of laughter]. .. You know what those =%

Eegan iickles the 2nd drop of Bil's
Rapid or the Upper Blackwater
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look like, right?We made our own boats. Dr.
Y ocky had a Berrigan mold.

Back then, most people made their
own boats?

Y eah, exactly. Boats weren't available. If you
wereinto boating, it wasa hard core thing.
You had to makeyour boats, you had to make
your skirts. My first kayak then wasa Prijon
bo.00.4

Little did you know...

Yeah, littledid | know. When | got really ac-
tivein the post is just about when Danny
Ishister and Dave and Dan Demory got
out of High School, and left to guide on
the Yough.

| guess Wilderness Voyagers was
the big ouffitter then?

W.V. iswhereeverybody went. They
were the outfitter, the placefor
hardboaters to go. Especialy racer types.
But then what really got me hooked on
boatingwasin 1975, on an Explorer Post
trip to Ohiopyle at the sametime the Na-
tionals (dalom) were going on. | watched
Eric Evansgo from gate 20 to gate 21 in
hisMark V (an old design slalom boat)
and he surfed awave acrossto make the
gate. | said, "Wow, that's cool." Becausel
saw that he used the river to get across.
That's when | decided that kayaking wasit.

So that was in 1975. What happened
from there?

My dad got transferred to Chicago. | thought
it was going to be the end of my boating ca-
reer. You have to understand what my youth
waslike. My dad was a Colonel in the Air
Force, s0 | wasin a different grade school ev-
ery year for thefirst six years. By thistime, |
had finally settled in with agroup of peoplel
reallyliked A lot of the guysin the Explorer
post were older than me, but | loveditso |
thought that moving to Chicago wasthe end
of theworld. But asit turned out, moving to
Chicago was one of the best things that could
have happened to my boating career.

®

Becausel bumped into a group of hard-core
boaters from Chicago. Guys by the name of
Doug Miller, Hank Hayes, Fred Y oungand
Mark Hall. Now back in those days, you had,
just like today, " hairboaters" and "'racers," but
back then, hairboaterswere C-1’ers. They
weren't kayakers.

now's that?

| guess they were going right from
Grummans into €-1’s?

Right, exactly. From open boats to decked
boats. They let some kayakerstag alongwith

Ohi'rr. his paddiing pariners are
members of the UK. Slalom Team
airel iz sivle ix a reflection of that
influence. “He has the kind of
sarerid feel for the water and the
smooth efficient stvle that many

slalom boafers whe have trained

criied :'H.nu,r.u'h'-'.l' for vears will never

have”, savs one U5, Team

imember abour Regan,

them, though. Some very big names now.
Guys like Steve Rock, Bob Seagri<t... and
they were running some heavy stuff.

By heavy you mean...?

Well, In 1975, the Russll Fork was run for
thefirst time. Dean Tomko [aC-1 boater]
was thefirst to run everything that sameyear.
So, these were the guys that | fell into in Chi-
cago. They were such hard-core boatersthat
every weekend in the spring they would drive
to West Virginiafrom Chicago.

So what happened to bring you
back here?

| wasajunior in high school in Chicago, and
my buddy Doug Miller got a jobwith w.V.
(Wilderness Voyagers) in Ohiopyle. | went to
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visit him in the summer after my junior year
of high school. Thiswould be the summer of
1977. And | saw Doug down here guiding
rafts, and | said, "thisisme. | want to bea
raft guide.” But W.V. wouldn't hire me be-
cause | wasn't 18, | was17.

Now, the Lower Yough in 1977
wasn't like what it is today.

It wasa different scene. The guideswereall
hardboaters. You didn't have raft guidesand
college students comingin. Not that thereis
anything wrong with that, but.. . it wasadif-
ferent scene. Therewasalot less peoplein-
volved, and the peoplewho were
involved wereall hard-core. A |ot of
them were racers... But anyway, |
caught wind that Nantahala Outdoor
Center was hot to trot looking for guides
becausehalf of their staff madethe U.S.
Team. | believe the Worldswerein
Spittal, Austriain 1977. So al of a sud-
den, they needed guidesand | called on
the phoneand told them | was 18. And |
got the job. | pulledinto the parking | ot
and | didn't even have my car unloaded
and they gave me a paddle and said,
"there's your raft." So | worked for the
N.O.C. in 1977, mostly on the
Chattooga.

How long did you work for
them?

Two years.

Now, there is a rumor floating
around that you flipped a bus full of
customers over while working down
there.

Oh. That wasin 1979. In 1979 it was my
third season working in the Southeast, and |
was working for afriend of mine named Gail
Kirschner. She left the N.O.C. to managea
friend of hers new rafting company on the
Nolichucky, and | wasthe hired guide. It was
called the Nolichucky Whitewater Center.

So then what happened with te..

The bus?Well that's awild story. Basicdly
the problem was that you had a 19-year-old
=¥
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wild man driving a 1964 school bus. 1t wasn't
exactly my fault, though, but at 19-years-old
you mighe not know the responsibilitiesthat
you have driving a bus. | was coming down a
one-lanedirt road on ahill in low gear in
control. Then three dune buggies coming up
the hill, comefish tailing around a corner rac-
ing each other. | swerved to missthemand |
got my front wheels off the edge and then cut
back hard to get my wheds back on the road
and then the back whedlswent off the edge
and it just rolled. The busrolled twoand a
half times.

People must hove
been thrown all — -
around in there.

It was amazing. It's kind
of looking in at the clothes
inadryer at the
laundromat. Y ou know
how school busses have
thosemirrors?l remember
hanging on the steering
whed and looking up into
the mirror and seeing 30
customers, 6 rafts, 30 hel-
mets 30 paddiesand lunch
tumbling around the bus
likeaclothesdryer.

Did anyone get hurt

Everyone associates you with
Friendsville and the Upper Yough.
How did you end up here?

After my threeyearsworking in the South-
eadt, the Gauley River wes becoming famous.
| redlized | wanted to check out the Gauley. |
had run the Gauley beforein 1977 with a
bunch of N.O.C. people.

In 1979, the Gauley had not been
commercially run that long.

Right. Thefirgt time the Gauley wes run was
in'65, and commercid rafting couldn't have

=

from this?

Wéll, | was the probably the most serioudy
injured, | cut an artery in my shoulder and
they evacuated mefirst in the ambulance. 1t
may not have been that because| was the
worst hurt that | lefe first, but maybe didn't
havea chauffeur's license. | guess the people
who | worked for were smart enough to get
me out of there.

Was anyone else hurt?

Yesh, therewas your typical broken noses,
broken arms.. . but nobody sued.

Was that the end of your stint at the
Nolichucky?

No, | went back to Chicago and laid low for a
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whileand recovered, and then | was back on
the river in two weeks.

been more than fiveyearsold in 1977. Butin
thefdl 1979 1 went to work on the Gauley.
What ayear that wes 1979 was the most in-
credibleyeer in whitewater history.

Why is that?

Well, for example, they had to turn the river
down to 2,500 cfsfrom 8,000 cfs every week-
end. So | lived in the parking |ot, running the
Gauley at 8,000 Monday through Friday and
rafting it at 2,500 Saturday and Sunday. In dl
theyears| have been boating, which isalot
longer than most people around here have
been boating, | have never seen aseason
where they have to turn the river down every
weekend 1o dlow rafting. It wasabig time
water year.

eure SR JOHNNY WONDER.

Did you get a chance to run the Lower
Meadow that season?

| ran the Lower Meadow for my first timein
thefall of *79. Jimmy Snyder took me down.
I ran the Upper Yough, the Lower Meadow
and the Big Sandy for my first timein *79
with Jimmy Snyder. It was kind of a"Hey,
welcometo West Virginia, John." And |
loved it. | realized that my next movewasto
West Virginia.

So, finish your progression towards
Friendsville.

First, what you haveto
understandis that being
araft guide isalot like
being a migrant worker.
You're not picking
applesand oranges, but
working the Chattoog
in the early Spring, and
you go to the Cheat, and
then in the summer you
can go to Maineor
Colorado, and then in
thefal you can go to the
Gauley and then the
Russ| Fork. OK, s0 at
that point | wes figuring
out thecircuit. And then
| worked the Chattooga
early spring, and then |
worked the Cheat in the spring of 1780.
That's how | met thefolksat Laurel High-
lands (a raft outfitter based on the Lower
Yough) at the Cheat in 1780.

You worked for Laurel Highlands?

| worked for Laurel Highlands for... prob-
ably 11 years.

So then you worked on the Cheat that
spring, did you work on the Lower
Yough for Laurel Highlandsthat sum-
mer?

| didn't work the Lower Yough. | tried the
Lower Yough once, and | didn't have what it
took to work in Ohiopyle. =%
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Whyi"

Well, | don't know... unguided rafting... it's
to much of acircusin Ohiopyle. My bosses
and | agreethat Ohiopyleis not for me. So &-
ter the Cheat season | went to work in Maine
for two seasons. | had agreat timein Maine,
but I only worked there for amonth and a
half and would come back and hang out at the
Upper Yough. | redized that thiswas the
placeto be, Friendsville, Maryland.

So this was in 1981 Were people
commercially raffing the river then?

Thefirst commercial rafting trip on the Upper
Yough was run by Appalachian Whitewater in
thefal of 1980. Thefirst outfitters to get
started were Precision Rafting and Upper
Yough Expeditions. Now there were some
what we cdl pirate tripsin the late'70s on the
Upper Yough, but theit wasn't until 1981
that businessstarted to operate therewith a

permit and alicense. So then in summer of
1981 | decided that thisiswhere| wanted to
beand | moved to Friendsville.

This is a time when the characters
that would make that area famous
started to assemble in Friendsville.

Exactly. Phil Coleman, Roger Zebel, Jesse
Whittemore. We originally started in
Albright, West Virginia(the town at the put-
in of the Cheat Canyon), and that's wherewe
al lived until we cameto Friendsville. Back
in thosedays, it seemed like the Upper Yough
ran every day. | don't know, maybethere is
lesswater nowadays. But it would run every
day and tripswere far and few between. It
was hardly enough to run a business, much
lessacareer.

At this point, you were 21. Had you
decided that you were going to make
a living off of boating?

I lived in my vanfor fiveyears, and | guess
that's the migrant worker thing. So many
peopledoit, | mean | would work the river
scene, and then I'd go wash dishesat aski re-
sort and ski al winter. | did that for five years
until I met my wife herein Friendsvilleand
moved into a home. So then after working for
Upper Yough Expeditionsfor two, maybe
three years until 1984 — which was sporadic
work — Mike McCardey (from Laurel High-
lands) offered me a job to start up their Up-
per Yough business. And | worked for them
until 1992, when | just decided that after 17
yearsof guiding rafts, it was enough.

What was going on in Friendsville
during the time that you were guiding
rafts? l know that when I was a kid
in the mid “80s, | thought Friendsville
was the Mecca of whitewater boat-
ing. It seems to me now that Friends-
villeisn't quite what it used to be.

Regan in his elemeni—Seneca_|
Fails on Upper Seneca Creek

T
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boaters had ever experienced
C Ecuador's magnificent white-water,
but some things are just too good to
U be kept secret, and that's the case
with the rivers of Ecuador. If you
A can envision world-class, warm
weather, winter boatinginaremote &
D tropical forest environment, at an T%
dtitude that is high enough and

E cool enough to fed like
summertime in Colorado, then C

=O0»

We «ill have the most
affordable tripsto Chil€e's creeks,

\aterfalls andrivers!
JOIN USH!

P.0O. Box 262, Howard, CO 812.
1-800-58KAYAK 1-800-585-2925

F E Until last year, only a handful of

you have an idea of what to
expect of the boating in Ecuador. H
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JOHNNY WONDER

Friendsvilleis definitely not what it used to
be Boating was ayoung sport in the’80s, um,
| can't give you exact numbers, but | wouldn't
be surprised if the number of boatersin the
mid- '90s istriplewhat the number of boaters
was in the mid- ‘80s. Soin the mid- ‘80s the
peoplelivingin Friendsvillewereyour hard-
core boater typesthat could live on almost
nothing, they didn't need much of ajob to
live, and they could run classV whitewater. In
the mid- ‘80s therewereonly afew people
that could run classV whitewater. You know,
nowadays, skills have gotten better, equip-
ment hasgotten better.. . you didn't haveal
of the plastic boats to choose from that you do
now. So that kind of kept people away from
Friendsville. Back then, the Upper Yough was
the top notch river, and in the'90s it's just
your everyday class |V be-bop.

So let's look at the Upper Yough right
now. Because now it's so crowded |
won't go near it on the weekend. Do
you think that it’s getting out of con-
trol, or do you think the number of
people out there is a positive thing for
the sport?

Of courseit's a bad thing. Over population of
any kind isa bad thing. But redly, it's beyond
control. Until kayakers stop making babiesit's
not going to change.

I kind of see the Upper Blackwater as
being the Upper Yough of the year
2,000.

No doubt. The only thing that keeps that
from happening is that thereis no vave on
the Upper Blackwater like on the Upper

Y ough.

| just wonder if that when people
reach that point, are we going to start
to have multiple paddling deaths ev-
ery season on one river?

| redly don't think so. Look at the Green

Giveus a R \l@ River down in North Carolina. | look at the
call P\ Green River as being the Upper Yough of
’ _ hair. There is adam on the thing and people
\ @*(‘2 X AND SPORTS can work their schedule around releaseson the
QA\O 3710 South Main Street Green. People have run the Gorilla upside
Blacksburg, Va 24060 down, backward, without a boat and nobody
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has gotten serioudy hurt or killed yet there.
That Gorillais the hardest, most intimidating
pieceof whitewater that I've ever runin my
lifeand people have blundered it every pos-
sibleway. | canonly believethat whitewater is
really a ssfesport. You're either going to hite
it big, or you're going to makeit.. . Now
drowningisabig thing, | meanitisdeath,
but then | hear that drowningisone of the
most pleasant ways to go.

To change the subject a little, one
thing that you never do is race. Why
is that?

Good question. | guessthat | don't havea
head for racing.

It’s funny, many people agree that
you have a slalom paddlers' tech-
nique without ever racing.

Look where| learned to paddle: N.O.C.

| have dwayslikened myself to paddling likea
dalom racer... | like paddling fast, | like pad-
dling aggressively, | like paddling with skill.
Slalom paddlersgo down a courseasfast as
they can and ittakes alot of skill.

Who would be the top threeinflu-
ences on your paddling?

| would haveto say Carrie Ashton, Les
Bechtel, and ummm... tough question, there
are 0 many people, but | would have to say
Brian Homberg.

But anyway, you never race.

Well, | have raced the Upper Yough Racea
couple of times, but | realy don't havea head
for competition. There are peoplewho can

Bikes, Boats 'n Boots

JOHNNY WONDER

handle competition, and they say if you can
handleit it's a healthy thing. But | have been
to alot of competitions where egos clash and
rudeness, and peopleare different. Really, |
think the reason that | can't handleit is be-
cause I'm theworst at it. When | go out to
compete | want towin. If I don't win, I'm
not having fun, and if I'm not having fun,
I'm rude.

You mentioned earlier the three
people you enjoy paddling with, 1
don't know if you know this, but Will-
iam Nealy somewhere said that you
were one of his favorite people f&
paddle with,

| love paddling with William Nealy. | met
William on the Nolichucky in 1979, and |

=
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paddled with him and his buddy Richard
Plant... William isa great guy. Heisreally off
thewal. He's afunny guy... He's so harm-
less

Changing the subject again, what was
the worst thrashing you ever had?

Theworst thrashing | ever had wasin the
ocean. On shore break on the coast in Maine.
| wasin a Prijon '82... great boat in the
ocean.

Good until you get into shore break, |
guess?

That's where | learned about shore break.
Don't messwith shore break. | don’e know
much about the ocean, but waves change as
the tideschange. | was out surfing, and as
high tide camein, the waves started to bresk
closer and closer to the beach. | was having
fun and | didn't redly redizethat the waves
wereevolving into shore bresk. | started
riding themin, and I, uh, found shore. |
found shore the hard way. Stupid me, too. |
wiped out and blew aholein my skirt. | go
back to my van to get a spare spray skirt. And
| putiton my boat and I go back out to try
again. It did the same thing to me again, it
put aholein my second spray skirt and |
washed up shoreand I'm layingon my boat,
boat full of water with my skirt till on but all
blown out and an old lady walked up to me
and said "'had enough yet, son?' She saw the
wholething.

So how about the worst swim
on the river?

| swam Sock 'em Dog at about six feet once,
and | swam the three ledges below Gorilla
once. Ouch, that hurt. I've run Gorillasix
times, and I'll be honest with you Gorilla
scaresthe shit out of me. It's avery difficult
rapid, | don't carewhat anyonesays. | have
run that rapid correctly Sx times... | was
whereI wanted to be al sSx times. But what-
ever happensto you at the bottom isaroll of
the dice. Thisone particular time | hit the
bottom and my skirt popped, and | sank to
the bottom of the river... | swam the next

John Regan and homefvan—
'l'."hmr River, .'r,nn.':lg L v

John Regan and wife Dicae of -
the "B Warldr om the Sauwge River

three drops facefirst. I've learned what my
problem was at Gorilla. The best runs I've
had at Gorillais when | waslistening to my
Southern friends likeWoody Calloway who
say that you just have to float off the drop.
And I've never floated off of adrop in my
life... You don’t boof Gorilla, you just let it

happen.

You worked for Laurel Highlands for
I 1 years and then somehow ended
up with Prijon here on the east roast,
which is what you are doing now.
How did that come to pass?

Well, | got married in June of '86. | wasraft
guide river bum livingin my van and | met
my wife herein Friendsvilleat the Riverside
Bar and | started to get a dose of red life. |
realized that livingwith afamily — Diane
(John's wife) had a nine year old son at the
time — you had to work | had adways lived
on theroad and | liked it so | went tractor
trailer driving school hereat Kaiser's Ridge,
got alicense and started to driveatruck. This
was October of '86 and I'm still moreor less
doing it today, but now with Prijon. e
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Thebest runsI've had at Gorillaiswhen | was listening to my
Southern friends like Woody Calloway who say that you just have
to float off the drop. And I've never floated off of a drop in my

life...You don't boof Gorilla, you just let it happen.

What do you think of thatlife? Were you driving all over

-
| loveit. I love rolling down the road, and be- the country?

ing amechanic and just operating a big rig. | | wasin 48 statesand Canada. | could get my
really get achargeout of driving a fully own loadsand go where | wanted to go. So |
loaded truck. But boating isstill my main fo-  took my mountain bike, my skis, and my
cus... | (ended up with) aredly cool job kayak al in my truck. | had my kayak hang-
where | didn't havea dispatcher telling me ing in chains underneath the trailer. It was
what to do. | wasin control of my destina- filthy when | took it out. Peoplewould give
tions and my own work schedule by finding shit when | showed up at the Ocoee and |

my own loads. would unchain the boat and | would drag it

over to theriver. 1t would beal covered with
greaseand salt. Peoplewould say, "you're not

going to put that into the water areyou?"
And by that time | would already bein, with
a patch of il al around my boat.

So what happened with you and
Prijon?I know that you have paddled
Prijon boats for years.

Well, I've dwayspaddied Prijon. It's a high
performance boat that matches my aggressive
paddling style. Prijons have always been ag-
gressiveboats sinceday one.. . | met Landis
=3
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(Arnold, the Prijon importer in the U.S) on
the Gauley and | had always paddled a Prijon
boat and | approached him one day and | red-
ized that | needed a plastic T-Canyon. | had
paddied afiberglass boat forever,and | had a-
ways|looked down on plastic boaters as, well,
plastic boaters. Well, let me tell you | was
running the Upper Blackwater oneday in a
Prijon '82 (afiberglasssladlom design) with
Marty McCormick. And Marty helped save
my lifethat day. | got vertically pinned at
Flatliner fals. And it wasyour classc vertical
pin. | had water rushing over my head, | had
an air bubble, and | was getting violently
thrashed around. | had time to think that
"hey, | might drown." But at the samell
was thinking that | don't want to bresk

my knees backwards because | wasn't in a
keyholecockpit... So | knew that | had to
get my kneesout of the cockpit, and I'm
on my tippy toes on my foot braces, and
I'm gtiff-arming the cockpit rimand | ex-
tended my saf so much out of the boat
that the water grabbed my life jacket and

it righted me. At the same time Marty
jumped on the boat and pulled me to
shore. | realized that at the end of the trip
that | need not (necessarily) a plastic boat,
but a bigger boat. So | bought an Assault
(@amid- ‘80s, high volume cruising boat)
and used that for the rest of the summer.
But et mefinish the rest of the story

about the Blackwater. We got back in our
boats, and weare stressingout. | don't
think Marty had been down before, and I'm
leading and get to the next horizon lineand |
can't doit. And | pin myself on the shore. |
was gun shy. | couldn't do the ledge. I'm sit-
ting there pinned, and Marty pulled his boat
to shore, pulls me out of the pin. | mean | just
couldn't do the drop. He grabs me, he daps
meand he says, "If you can't do this, were
out of hereright now." And | said"”l cando it
man, | candoit." So | shook it off and fin-
ished the run.

Then you paddled the Assault...

| paddied the Assault around for asummer,
and | realized that fiberglasswasn't going to
doit, so | bought the strongest plastic boat
you could buy, aT-Canyon. So | went to
Landis and | bought a bought a boat and all

®

of asudden everyone started boating a
T-Canyon around Friendsville. You know
Landis probably sold more T-Canyons that
next year to Friendsvillethan anywheredse.
So Landis offered me a commissioned sdes
rep jobin'93. Well, | had been driving a
truck, and loving that joband | dso had a
salary coming in. Beinga commissioned rep
to me seemed likeagamble... when | work |
want to make money. | didn't want to take
the gamble.

So. what changed your mind?

H e asked what it would take to bea rep, and

.t I would wnchain the
boat and | would drag it over to the
river. It would be all covered

with greave and salt. People would

ay, “you re nol going o pul that

into the water are you?" and
by that time | wonld already be
i with a parch of oil all

around my boar.

| said, "Sdlary position. You pay mewhat |
make driving a tractor trailer, and I'll do it."
It wasin instant yes That wasin July of ‘94,

I see you on the Upper Yough an aw-
ful lot. 1t must be a prefty good job.

It's agreat job. Butitisajob. | don't want
anyone to befooled. I'm on the river agood
bit, but I'm also on the road a good bit. I'm
on the road an average of 15 to 20 daysa
month.

How many hours a week do you
work on the average?

That's a tough question. If you consider kay-
aking work...

But I don't consider kayaking work.

But | do (laughter). I'm probably on the river
two or three daysaweek

How do you correlate that to work?

Well you paddle the new Diablo and back
surf the third waveat O. Deck (on the
Potomac) and sell a Diablo.

How long to you think that your ar-
rangement with Landis is going to
last? Until you retire?

Well, I am definitely not thinking about
retirement at my age, although Dianeis
and I've been told | should. Basicdly I'm
happy to haveafull time job and love
what | do.

Do you think that you are getting
better every year?

Yesh. Absolutely.

Is right now the best that you
have ever been?

Yeah, | think so. | mean you dways
learn. Its nothing that I'm really doing in
particular, either. Skillsget better and
equipment gets better.

When you first started boating people
were taking a year to learn #o roll.
now they'relearningin a morning.

Hell, yeah. There's peoplelearning how to
pry their squirt boat beforethey learn a
Duffek.

S you have been boating for 22
years now?

It's done mewel. But it's been alot of luck

Why is that? Why do you like
kayaking? I mean you could have
been a skier.

| like kayaking becauseit's so dynamic. It's so
user friendly, and low impact. | loveskiing
too, but skiing isfull contact. Also, skiingis

=5
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JOHNNY RONDER

one moving medium and kayak-
ing is two moving mediums. You
and thewater. Moguls to move.
If mogulsmoved, or if you could
ski an avalanche, then you might
be talking some shit.

So perhaps the trick to
making a career out of
boating is to keep paddling
every day year after year
and eventually things start
to fall into place.

But really, it's beenalot of luck
It's nothing that I've ever done,
luck hasbeenon my side. @

Johm Began rurfing below Sweet's
Fulls on the Upper Gawley

¥menasha

Distinctive Booksfor the Out-of-Doors

Weoffer awide selection of paddling books, including:
The Appalachian Whitewater Series:

\(,ok. |: The Southern Mountains ses.$14.95

0L 11: The Central Mountains «sseeesess $13.95

Whitewater TaleS Of TEITON weeceesccssrsssonsens $6.95

Kayak: A Manual of Techniquessesssssseses $14.95

TheWhitewater SourcebOOK ..oeeeeeessesseesenss $19.95

Wildwater WeSt VirgiNia..c.eeeessssesssesacsacsase $14.95
To Order Call

800-247-9437
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TREASURY

A Guide's Training on Oregon's Owyhee

BO\' DSﬁArmmund good to you? Well, before you toss that

by BRIANJ. WHETSTINE

The OwyheeRiver churned green and whiteover my
head as| bobbed up and over ahugeroller, onehand grip-
ping a paddleand one hand my boat. Lookingdown river
over thecrest of thewavel glimpseda gauntlet of watery
hillswaitingfor melikefrat boysat aninitiation.

Therewasnothingto do but rideit out. | had de-
scended beneath thetowering rimrock of eastern Oregon's
spectacular Owyheecanyonthis past Marchtotagalong
onaguidetrainingtrip put on by Oregon-basedoutfitter
Wildwater Adventures. | wantedto find out how guides
weretrained, what kind of peoplethey wereand what
their lifewould belike onceontheriver.

| expectedadventure, but whena curlinglateral wave
grabbed my PackCat in the booming cannonadesdf Artil-
lery Rapids, | got moreexcitementthan | wanted. Rather
than brace| bounced and shot headlong into the cold, roil-
ingwater. Though | stood a chanced beingsmashedto
flindersonarock, | felt remarkably at ease. Down river
werefour boatspacked with guideswho would consider it
apersonal insult tolet medrown. | wasn't two breaths
past Artillery's last salvo beforetheai r wastangled with
their throw lines.

My rescuerswereon a week-longguidetraining expe:
dition set up by AT Law, owner of Wildwater Adventures.
Law and his charges had cometo the wind-swept plains of
eastern Oregonto float the high desert Owyheeriver. The
Owyheeextendsfrom Oregon's southeastern border with
Idahoand Nevada. It gatherstogether threeforksd the
river and runsnorthto the50-mile-long Ledie Gulchres
ervoir. 1n1984, Congressdesignated120 milesdf the
OwyheeRiver aspart o the National Wild and Scenic Riv-
ersSystem.

The Owyheeiscalled " Oregon's Grand Canyon™ for
good reason; theriver cutsalong and twisting route
through vol canicand sedimentary rock and isstudded
with many fantastically colored side canyons, gulches,
gullies,cavesand hot springs. Abovetheriver vault
multi-coloredrock formations weathered by thousands of
years of water and wind.

Prehistoric peopleslived alongtheriver basin and
their lithicfragmentsand petroglyphs,eerie hands, sha:
mans, sticksand dots, can still befound alongthe wind-
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whippedriverbanks. The
Owyhee'sdesert canyonis
arid with sparse vegetation
andfew inhabitantssavebig-
horn sheep, ducks and geese,
small rodents, and Oregon's
densest population o rattle-
snakes.

Springweather inthecanyon is capricious,
and on any given day a boater can run the gamut of con-
ditions, from glorious sun to furieus ratn squalts, from
hail and snow flurriesto micro bursts of wind so powerful
apaddler must holdonfor dear | ife, And woe to the gulds
trying to set up atent.

Asfor whitewater, the Owyheeboastsrapids running
from unnamed classII's to the notorious class 1V
"Widowmaker." Al Law took his guidesthrough the 67
milelower Owyheestretch from Rometo LedlieGulch.
Thissection's rapids rangefrom classII to IV with de
scriptive names|like Read-it-and-Weep,Dog Leg, Whistling
Bird, Rock Trap, Squeeze, Montgomery,and Morcum
Dam.

Theriver hasashort, self-regulating season and i s best
I un from the beginning of April totheend o May, when
theriver flow ranges between 2700and 1,300cfs. When
flow dips below 1,300 cfsthe Owhyeebecomesquitetech-
nical and straight chutesturn intosnarling holeslined
with sharp rocks.

In March, the Owyheewasthe perfect placefor Al
Law's candidates. The burgeoningspring runoff gavethe
river abroad and forgivingface. Still, Law and hislead
guideswerecareful to stop and point out wheretough
spotsweresureto crop up oncethethirsty desert took
back itswater.

Left page: Rushing past Class 111 Whisling Bird
Top to Bottom: Guide Trainees in the Owyhee's Class IV Montgomery;
Lead Guide Mark Denyer (left)and Student Jed Taylor (right) scout
Artillery rapids; Guide Dave Maroon watches student oarsman through
arapid; Lead guide Fred Faust enjoys a 102 hot springs shower
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Likea baseball manager with hiscoaches, A1 Law
and three df hisexperiencedlead guides, Mark Denyer,
DaveMaroonand Fred Faust, held " Spring Training" for

15aspirants who ponied up $385 each for a packagethat
included runsdown Oregon's Deschutes, McKenzie,
Rogue, Santiam, Upper Klamath, and
Owyheerivers Theserivers
ranged from straightforward
classII-II watersto techni-
cal and dangerousclassV’s.
Onthesesix daysonthe
Owyhee, Wildwater's future
guideslearned the spectrum o
their work, from paddling
strokesand commands, to read-
ing whitewater, | oading boats,
safety, cooking, field sanitation,
river history and geology, rescue,
equipmentrepair (about which
philosophicowner Law washeard
to rhapsodize, " The most impor-
tant thing a guide can carry isduct tgpe Duct
tapeislikeJesusonaroll — It suresaved me™

Thetraineesdiscoveredriver guiding ishard work -
extendingfrom dawn to well past dusk. They learned
that thereisalot moretoit than just oaring aboat. But
most o Law's trai nees ultimately madethe cut and were
put on hisroster of guidesfor the season. Only afew
traineestook alook athe never-endingwork a guide
must do and decided it wasn't worth the money.

River guidingisan independent businessand the
guide'sjob resistsaformal outline of duties. All o what
guidesdoisdriven by necessity (gettingoff arock, avoid-

[ ng di sasterz and thewantsand needsd the Egzi ng cli-
Top: Student guides set up for dinner behind a vital raft windbreak

Inset: Wildwater Adventures crew heads for class 11111 Artillery Rapids
around the bend

ent (cookingdinner, loading gear, making windbreaks,
explainingriver lore, etc). For aprofessionthat takes

tenderfoot customersinto remoteand risky situations,
there

areremarkably few official regulations
regarding the qualifications of guides.
In Oregon the outfitter must carry a
State Marine Board license and liabil-
ity insurance and must ensurethat,
beyond thelegally-required First
Aid/CPR card, company guidesare
"competent.”
Verifyinga newcomer's compe-
tence can beasinformal asthe
recommendationfrom a trusted
guide, or the completion of on-
river trainingsuch asthe
Wildwater Adventurescourse.
To cement their guides skills,
someoutfittersoffer advanced train-
ing that includes swiftwater rescue, backcountry
medical treatment, gourmet outdoor cooking, and river
history and geology.

Tall, dow-moving,and unflappable, 22-year-old Dave
Maroonisoned Al Law's most experienced oarsmen.
On the Owyheehe ably demonstrated how to manageone
o thetribulationsthat guidesoftenfaceontheriver.
When a student guide hung the heavily-laden gear boat
uponarock inthemiddledf the coursing river, Maroon
uttered the obligatory,”Oh s—,” camly sized up thesitu-
ation, and then, without even getting hisfeet wet, led the
unnerved student in the backbreaking task of shifting
gear bags. Meanwhilewater crashed over thetubesand
filled theraft. Thetwofinally workedtheir way dff the
rock withasmall tear in thefloor.

Though the other students kidded the embarrassed
trainee when he made camp, Maroon never uttereda
word of recrimination. "Thesethings happen,” hesaid
simply. Later on, belyinghisapparent lack of concern
for the serioussituation he had beenin, Maroon opined,
"You haveto have complete respect for theriver and the
environment you arein. Alwaysknow theriverismore
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powerful than youare...never take
itfor granted.”

A recent community college
graduate, Maroon hopestorun his
ownfishingguide serviceand can't
imaginemuch else hewould ever
wanttodo. “Thisismylife," Maroon
notes, It's what | liketodo. I've
grownupintheoutdoorssoit just
comesnatural tome”

LikeMaroon, most o Wildwater's
guidetrainees were young collegestu-
dentspreparing for summer work. A
smaller circlewereolder guys, 2835,
lookingfor seasonal, outdoor employ-
ment. Nearlydl thetraineesshared
Maroon's love df the outdoorsand had
several yearsd whitewater,fishing,

or backcountry experience. Somepre-

ferred guidingfishingtripswhileoth-
ersloved whitewater. They | shared
aloveand respect for thewilderness
andthedesireto bring othersto the
special river experience.

Asthey went through the course
of training, tripleader and lead
trainer Mark Denyer, aradical
kayaker with moretimeunderwater
than most people have above, advised,
""A good guide must have confidence,
be aggressive, and adapt well."
Denyer and Maroon speak from expe-
rience, they both havealot of water
under their hulls.

Tothevacationer who seesa guide
camly pulling the boat through the
frothing jawsd deathor offeringupa
charbroiledsteak onasandy beachin

thewarm summer's eve, theguide's
lifeseemsan endlessspree. This
trainingtrip proved nothingcould be
further fromthetruth. River guiding
i stough, demanding, day-in-day-out
wor k requiring strong backsand vl |-
inghands. Itisaserviceindustry
with entertainment asthe product
and wheretheclient's safety and hap-
piness get top billing. Guidesare on-
duty fromthe pre-dawn coffeeto the
night'slast glowingember. The hours
canbegrueling.

Long hourscan betoleratedif pay
isdecent. But veteran river runner
Law held court with hisaspirant
guidesaround aflickeringcampfire
andlaboredtodispel their visionsdof
wealthin a season.

CLOTHING FOR WATERSPORTS
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ment. Outfitters recognizethisand
usually don't object if their guides
"freelance” or work for other compa
niesontheside.

Al Law estimated he would em-
ploy 10-15 guidesfull-time over thesea
son and another 10-15 on overbooked
tripshereand there. Theseextra10-15
guideswould haveto freelanceto make
ends meet and gain experience. And
the"E-word," experience, i severything.
No reputabl e outfitter will let an un-
tested guidetake clients downriver
without hard proof of hisor her abili-
ties.

"Guidesand treasury bondshavealot in common,”
he mused, warming hi s hands by the dancing flames,
"They both lay around alongtime and do absol utely
nothing. Thedifferenceisthat someday the bond ma
turesand starts making money." Inlinewith Law's
maxim, per diemfor whitewater guidesrangesfroma
low $50 for first-year employeesto $150 for lead guides
with supervisory responsibilities (thisusually includes
mealsand transportation).

Tripsrangefromthreehoursto all-day, overnighters,
and expeditions. Pay is, of course, higher thelonger a
guidestaysout. A few outfitterstake sore advantagedf
their guides youth and ambition and requirethemto
plan and pack for tripsaswell asunpack, clean, and re-
pair equipment... without pay. But the majority of out-
fits pay an hourly wagefor these vital services.

In contrast to whitewater guides,fishing guidesare
often older, more experienced, and usually providetheir
own boatsand gear. For the most part they aretreated
assubcontractors. Fishing guidesusually pay for client
mealsand transportationand are required by the spon-
soring outfitter to meet extremely high standards.
Though they earn morethan whitewater guides, fishing
guidestypically work alonger day becauseastheaver-
agefisherman wantstofishfrom dawn to dusk—aslong
asthefisharebiting.

Asasupplement to their pay, guidesmay receive
tips. Depending on thelength of therun and the generos:
ity of theclients, the average guide may get an extra$10
t0$20 per day for hisor her hard work. Intheinterest of
fairness, some outfitters wisely request clientsgivetips
tothelead guide. Thisexperiencedguideleadstheteam
in dividingthe money amongst all who worked onthe
trip, from shuttledriversto chefs.

In that casean exceptionally hard worker, perhapsa
volunteer working gratisto gain experience, will get
more, whilea sandbagger will get nothing. Thisaddsin-
centivefor guidesto pull out the stopsfor theclientsand
work together.

Taken by itself, the pay and mealsmay sound pretty
good, but scant few guideswork full timeand rareisthe

Asalready noted, beginning
“swampers” often find they must volun-
teer to work gratisuntil they canearn an outfitter's trust
and nab apayingbillet. Thiscantakeawhileandinthe
meantimethe expensefallsentirely on the guide's shoul-
ders. Ittakesalot of determination tostick withit when
thebill collector isbeatingon thedoor.

Despiteseasonal work, short pay,and long hours,
guidingstill holdsstrong appeal to those who lovethe
wildernessand the challenged theriver.

"It'slikeabug,"” asserts Wildwater lead guideMark
Denyer, dodging campfiresmokeduringalatenight bull
session, "Onceyou catchit, it's impossibleto get rid of it.
You just want to get out ontheriver.”

Indeed, guiding can bean incredible high. Guides
livefor weeksat atimeontheriver and offer clientsa
special front seat to America'swild and scenic wilder-
nessregions. Guidesseefantastic sightsthat many
peoplenever get to see, and their adventureaccountsare
never overdrawn. Unliketherest of us, chained to our
desksand stuffy workrooms, their " officewindows"
open up to thewholeoutdoors. When guidestire of the
view they simply strikethetents, load their gear, and
float afew milesdown river to new adventures, new vis-
tas, new territory.

Whetherfishing afruitful holeor blasting througha
ClassV rapid, guidesarethe gatekeepersto somed
America's best adventure spots- our beautiful, flowing
rivers. Inseason, there can beno grander job than that.

guidewho receives health or pension benefits. Guiding  Top: Student guides load the boats

Isseasonal inthe Northwest, usually May to September,
and every guide goesthrough dry spellsof unemploy-

Bottom: Author Brian J. Whetstine on the Eastern Oregon Owyhee
River in his own Jack's Plastic Welding "Pack Cat."
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Thisauthorrecentlysurvived...
andenjoyed.. amajorArctic
riverexpedition./nthisarticle
sheshareshersecretswith

thesgqueamish.
| ————ee

"Women! Don't give up onthat
wilderness expedition. You can tri-
umphover blood-cravingmosquitoes,
flesh-tearing fliesand chilling Arctic
water. Y oucaneven manageto bathe
under these conditions. Here's
how...in adozen easy steps*

"First step—don’t go!" you grin.

But think what you'd miss: moose
uptotheir necksinfrigidwater, black
bearsshamblingthroughadumpfire,
wolvespouncingon mice, loonswail-
ingthroughthenight, gull sdive-bomb-
ing to protect their fledglings, terns
wheeling in aerial combat, sandhill
cranesdancing courtship, bald eagles
fleeingvengeful gulls, sandpiperspip-
ing... their rear ends bobbing. And no

bv Aoril Holladav

people. If you get the chance, youve

got to go.

But there's noneedtoforgoshin-
ing hair. We hold these rights to be
unalienable: a clean body, clean
clothes, and a feeling of comeliness.
Yaoudon't need modernplumbing,only
alittle time and the river, to accom-
plishtheessentials. Here'show. Con
vinceyour traveling companion(s) of
the sanctity of your cause. What's a
littletime? You can't be paddling ev-
ery day...all day. Heck,thewindblows
frequently. Thisisthetimeto bathe
and a poor-to-impossible time to
paddle.

Wind is your friend. Wind ban-
ishesmosquitoesandflies. Andthat's
oneway to beat thefl esh-eating, blood-
sucking devils.

Fol | ow these stepsf or a satisfy-
ing, gusty bath:

1. Selectasite. Findacoupled flat
rocksor, better, arock shelf by the
water. Thisprovidesacleanwash
rock anddressingroom. Shunsand
(it goclatsi ntoeverything)and, worse,
mud.

2. Layoutyourtoiletries. Putabucket
andacup besidethewashrock; put
soap that floats, shampoo, a tooth-
brush, and toothpasteontherock.
Nearby, placeabandannaor wash-
cloth and your travel kit contain-
ingmirror, hairbrush, lotion, sun
block, and lip protector.

3. Build a dressing-room 'nest' on
another rock. Spread out your
jacket (which serves asacoverup
robe if a boat approaches). Heap
your cleanclothesandasmall towel
onthejacket. Thisisyour drying-
off and dressing room.

4. Start. Thewater isn't that cold. To
convinceyourself, take a modest,
ginger steptoward your goa. Just
brush your teeth and wash your
face. Sofar,sogood. No bugsand
you haven't frozen yet.

5. Washyourlower body. Don't wade
intothecoldriver unlessit'sahot
day with terrific winds. Instead,
useabucket. Strip belowthewaist.
Washandrinse. If flieshomeinon
your wet body, quickly dry off and
put onpants. Wetfleshattractsflies

American Whitewater v September/October 1995



MOUN TAIN GEAR

- §

} FREE MOUNT WITH PACKAGE P L'-h.'-m": .

Leku Super Extreme 3 p¢
Leki Powder
Lifelink Alpine Extreme Comp

MOUNTAIN GEAR

W2 M. D¥ivisdnin

"1|_|||L- e, VYA WNT SR A0 1|~Ib

E‘ALL FUH I".'.'-‘UH NEW LTATALUG"

mgenr&afnel. cam

# #

whentheair iscalm.

6. Now your upper body. Empty your
bucket and scoopanother. Pedl off
your clothes above the waist and
soap up. Dry and dressif fliesde-
scend.

7. Shampooyour hair. Start by pour-
ing cups of water onto your hair.
It's easier to control where water
goeswithacupthanabucket. Suds.
Rinsewith many cupsand buckets
until clean. Strokeyour hair and
hearasqueak. Soundsgood; you're
getting there. Towd off.

8. Dress. Strolltoyour dressing-room
nest. Y our body shouldbedryfrom
thewind. Douseyourselfinlotion,
sunblock, and lip protection. Slip
your clean body intoclean clothes.
Feels great doesn't it? But you're
not quite done.

9. Wash your dirty clothes. Scoop
more water. Soap and scrub the
clothesyoutook off, droppingthem
into the bucket for a ten- minute
soak. Wringthesoapy clothesout.
Now the dirt's loosened. Back to
therivertocastit out.

10. Rinseyour clothes. Rinseeachitem
firstintheriver;thendunkitinthe
bucket to wash off sand picked up
fromtheriver rinse.

11. Hang up your clothes. Wrap a
bungee cord or light ropearounda
bush. Cliptheclotheswith clothes-
pinsto thecord or bush branches.
The sighing wind will dry them
quickly. Thesun will clean them
evenmore.

12. Brushyour hair toaglossy sheen.
Emergency contingency: an ap-
proaching boat. Youve got min-
utes before the strangers appear.
Dashtoyour dressing nest and don
thecoverup jacket. Presto! You're
decent (or at least covered).

How to Make Soap

You ask alot of soapinthe wilder-
ness. It'sgottoget youandyour clothes
cleanwhenyoubothareunreasonably
filthy. Andit's got toaccomplishthis
miracle in cold water. It must float.
Who wants to be grubbing around at
the bottom of a river for floundered
soapthat doesn't float? Not many soaps
makethegrade.

My husband makesthe best soap
| haveever used... from our breakfast
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bacon and sausage grease, hot water,
and Red Devillye. | don't knowwhy he
suddenly started making soap a few
yearsago. ButI'm glad hedid. | won't
use any other—it's that good. His
grandmother used to makesoap when
hewas growingupinSomerset,atown
o six thousand in south central Ken
tucky. She'd make the soap in the
basement o her house and use it to
launder clothes. "It smelled like all
begjesus” Dick remembers.

Herecallsshe madeit out of wa
ter, lye, and grease. For theright pro-
portions, we dug a recipe out o The
Foxfire Book, a collection of almost
forgotten waysfrom the Appal achian
mountains o Rabun Gap, Georgia
"Hog dressing, planting by thesigns,
snakel ore. .. moonshining;and other
affairsof plainliving” like soap mak-
ing. [Wigginton, Eliot and His Stu-
dents: The Foxfire Book, Anchor
Books/Doubleday, New York, NY.]
Here's therecipe:

Mixtogether twoandahal fpintsof
hot water, one can Red Devil lye, and
fiveor six poundsadf grease. Dick adds
the water and the lye to the grease,
which he stores in a bucket outside.
Hestirsit (outside becausealyeand
hot water mixture can bevolatile)for
about twenty minutes, until the mix-
ture thickens like gravy. After the
soap hardensovernight, Dick cutsthe
soap into pieces. Summers in New
Mexico are warm enoughto keep the
greaseliquidoutside. But,inthewin-
ter, Dick melts the grease before he
starts, so it will mix properly. The
soap smells pleasant, unlike Dick's
grandmother's version, and isgentle.
It makesyour skinfed clean. Makea
batch to take with you on your next
wildernesstrip.

Wilderness Hygiene

Here'ssomehintsfor copingwith
hygienein thewilderness.

Above back: Build a dressing nest on ;
another rock. Don the jacket in a
hurry if a boat appears.

Top inset: Scrub your dirty clothes.

Bottom inset: Pin laundered clothes to
a cord wrapped around a bush.
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Bathing i a Bucket

Use paper towels instead of
toilet paper. Onenever intendsto get
toilet paper wet, but it happens. Rain
sneaking into the pocket containing
critical suppliesor an copswhenload-
ingthecanoe,andtoil et paper'sworth-
less. Thesolution: bringpaper towels.
They work almost better wet than dry,
if rain or adunkingbefallsthem.

Arctic mosquitoesare life-
threatening. Literally. Bug repellent
containing near 100 percent o the
chemical, N, N diethylmetatolumide
(DEET), is a necessity for survival.
Davidson and Rugge mention Off and
Cutter's astheir friends choices, -
though their favorite repellant is O’
TimeWoodman'sHy Dope. [ Davidson,
JamesWestand Rugge, John: TheCom
plete Wilderness Paddler, Vintage
BooksRandomHouse, New Y ork, N,
19831

| use REI’s Jungle Juice 100 and
find it effectiveagainst the varmints,

but I'm startled by itsstrength. Once
| putabottleof the stuffinapl asticbag
and then set the bottle on the dining
table. Alittle Jungle Juiceleakedout
o thebottle, dissolvedthe plasticbag
and removed alarge patchd varnish
from the table. Many repellents are
hard ondry suit seals.

What to do when nature calls and
you expose great expanses of skin to
theblood- craving hordes? First pour
aliberal portiond mosguitorepel lent
inyour hand. Smear over thesoon-to-
be-exposedarea. Themosguitoeswill
hum and dive and probe for an un-
treated patch, but you can perform
your businessunscathed.

Put sanitary napkins or tam-
pons in a reclosable plastic bag and
then put that bagin still another one.
Finally pack the doubly-seded pack-
ageinyour most watertightduffle bag.
Don' risk getting these supplieswet.
Tampons, asopposedto sanitary nap-

kins, reducethedanger of attracting
inquisitive bears. (Editors note: Bear
expertstell usthat contrary topopul ar
myth, menstruatingwomendonotface
an increased risk o bear attack.)

Wind, sun, water, and hard
work can crack skin on your finger
and thumbtipssobadlyyoucan barely
usethem. Slather atherapeuticlotion
ontheseareasand all skin exposedto
the elements. It helps! Therapeutic
Keri Lotionisthebrand | use. Mot
discount stores sell a 15-ounce bottle
for under $10.

In the wilderness, my thumb-
nailsregularlytearintothequickeven
when | keep them clipped short. Bro-
ken nails impede opening a pocket
knife and | can't tolerate that. My
solutionistocarry nail clippersinmy
pocket. | usethelittle metal clippers
fileto open my pocket knife.

Canoeingor kayaking...whatever your paddling pleasure..

Wil oLl o
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call 1-800 MY CANOE
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calm-water touring, wildernesstrips, or the rush of whitewater...you can be thereall year long in the pages of
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by Joe Greiner

High inthe Sierra DeLas Minas of

i ~ Guatemala, the quetzal bird, resplendent in
hisiridescent green feathers and red breast,
awoketo anew day. The cloud forest was
uncharacteristically clear. He could see all
the way to the Rio Panima, one thousand
meters below. His sharp eyes spotted a num-
ber of equally resplendent creatures, float-

= ing on the clear green water. He watched
o | themfor atime, then soared off tofind his
- breakfast of fruit and berries. He thought no
: — more about his sighting.
. S . Perhaps he should have. Lifein the east-
= * = em Guatemal ahighlands will never be ex-
i | actly thesameagain. Kayaking hascometo

Guatemala.

What follows is NOT a hair boat

+ story. It isastory of what turned out to be,

] for the most part, a relaxing whitewater va-

P = cation. Crystal clear water, interesting rap-

ids, a couple of portages, hot springs, cloud-
topped mountain views, and friendly people
populated this trip.
2 Paul Heesaker and his wife Marian
have been coming to Guatemala for years.
Paul isariver guide on the Arkansas River
in Colorado during the spring and summer.
Comefall, the Heesakers move to Antiqua,
e . Guatemala, where they have established a
i - | businessleading hiking, snorkeling, and
| rafting trips. They also help tourists book
trips to the Mayan ruins, sailing, etc. From
thefirst the highlands and cloud forests,
home to the quetzal bird, have spoken to

Paul's soul. His company isnamed Area

Verde Expeditions, whose acronym A.V.E.

means"*bird" in Spanish. The symbol of the

company isthe quetzal bird, whose livable
habitat, much like our own, is disappearing.

In late 1994 Paul wanted to explore be-
yond the two or three rivers that were being
rafted in Guatemala. Maybe Guatemala
would be a good placeto lead kayak trips?
So the word went forth. Anyone interested
in discovery and willing to share the cost
was welcome. Bring your good humor, your
flexibility, your patience. Ten accepted the
invitation.

Paul and four others drove a school bus
from Salida, Colorado to Antiqua, Guate-
mala. Four more flew in from variouscities.
Roberto Rodas, from Guatemala City, was
waiting for us. Paul, along with Max Y oung
led the group. Paul, Max, Roberto, Dave
Bonomo, Marc Brown, Sean Dougherty,

. P W Serenber0a0t A

Dave Bonomo getting air below a rapid
called Tres Piedras. Upper Lanquin.

The free housescabana tuilt in the
roois of the Saba free. Panima River:




and Marc Haug are all rafting/guiding pro-
fessionals. Ed Lucero makes whitewater
jewelry when heis not kayaking. Sarah
Beaubienis astudent at Colorado College.
| am...well...let's just say that | am blessed
with the time do thiskind of stuff.

We set out from Antiqua very early,
five one morning, so we could beat the
heavy morningtrafficin GuatemalaCity.
Roberto had managed to secure some pre-
viously " classified" topographic maps and
Paul and Max had worked out a two-week
circuit that would yield acoupleof first de-
scents. It was not the gradient or the diffi-
cuity which had left theseriversunex-
plored. They had not been paddled because
of accessdifficultiesand becausethere just
haven't been that many kayakersin Guate-
mala.

The Spanish cultural influence ebbed
sowly the further from Guatemala City we
traveled. We were now in native Indian ter-
ritory. These people are the descendantsof
the Mayans, whose many unspoiled ruins
attract tourist trafficin Guatemalaand in
Hondurasto the south.

Our first river wasthe Upper Lanquin.
To our knowledge only one group had done
thisrun before, and that was only two
weeks prior to our trip. The put inwasina

Olympia Rapid on the Panima.

RGE

The R. Palmer line of paddles

Simply put, the fnest and by far ihe

mest stylish paddle
in the known universe! Since you gotta have one of these
paddles we decided to put one up for grabs at the Gauley.
But hey if you miss us at the Gauley, give us a call. We'l set

you up with the oenly paddle worth using?!

1-800-899-2610 or if in WA use 1-206-869-7272
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clear blue-green pool just downstream from
the cave that isthe origin of theriver. The
Upper Lanquin proved to be aninteresting
creek, similar in size and rapids to south-
eastern runslike the Lower Tellico. It had
onerapid that most of our group portaged.

| got out to scout it with Ed. We were
surprised to see two strangers, downstream,
waving. They hailed from Capetown, South
Africaand had heard rumors about boating
in this part of Guatemala. The pair was on a
six month holiday and had driven from the
USA with their boats.

The South Africanshad attempted the
rapid on the day before our trip. Jeff had
stayed to theright, but hisfriend, Bruce,
had been blown left and gone backwards
down asiphon. At the last second Bruce
had put hisarms out to the side and
chinked himself in between the two rocks.
This stopped his body, but his boat was
"*sucked" out from underneath him and dis-
appeared into the siphon. Bruce
""chimneyed" out from between the rocks
and then walked to the takeout. L ater they
used a pulley and Z-drag to rescue the boat.

That was enough information for me.
Scouting was difficult and the rapid was
long. It did not look much harder than a
long, eastern-creek, class IV+, but 1 knew
we would be back tomorrow with more

AT
‘A BLUE RIDGE
OUTDOORS
WE USE
THE GEAR,
WE KNOW
y, |HOW IT

‘I WORKS, AND
7d WE THRIVE

® ON
ADVENTURE..
JUST LIKE
YOU!

COME IN
AND TALK
TO US IF
YOU NEED
INFO, OR
mu HAVE

NY

- m]m'rmws. -

FHOR YOU -
JJUST WANT |

d TO BARK

AT THE

MOOMN,

Four boaters plauing on the Panima.

time, so | walked it. Ed took a better ook
and decided to run it. He aced it in perfect
control. Since therapid didn't have a name,
in honor of the previousday's events, we
named the rapid " The Way T o Capetown."
That night, Bruce and Jeff came by to

EVERYTHING YOU NEED |
CLIMBING

"HIKING
CAMPING
RIVER GEAR
"'!.* RAVEL &

visit our group. They had their own 4WD
pickup truck with boat racks. They were
only going to bein Guatemalaafew more
days and then they were going on to El Sal-
vador for some surfing. Ultimately they
planned on driving through Nicaraguato
Costa Rica for more boating. Thisitinerary
was just too tempting to Ed when the South
Africans asked him to join them. After some
deliberation, Ed did just that. Now we were
nine.

The next day, Paul and Max and the rest
of our crew delivered medical suppliesto
thelocal medical clinic in the town of
Lanquin. Some had been purchased with the
proceeds of Area Verde Expeditions, the
rest had been donated by medical supply
companies in the USA. Theclinic director
was delighted.

The rest of the morning was spent in a
visit to Semuc Champey. It ishere that the
Cahabon river tumbles out of the cloud for-
est, only to disappear INTO a cave. The
opening to the cave is covered with clear,
deep, travertine pools. They reminded me of
Havasu Creek in the Grand Canyon, but
they were much larger. These were delight-
ful for bathing, swimming, and just relax-
ing.

Paul has a dream. He dreams of acamp
and some cabins. He dreams that he can buy
thisland, build the camp and cabins, and
hirelocal Indiansto runit. He hasadream
that he can turn it over to the Indians. He
has adream that the native Indians may see
that there are other waysto profit from their
beautiful homeland, besides slash and bum
agriculture. He isrealistic and understands




Suatemata

Joe Greiner running the bottom of
Wrong Way To Capetown. Upper
Lanquin.

that, at the moment, the locals have little
choice but to do what isrequired to feed and
raise afamily. Right now that means slash
and bum to raise corn or graze cattle.

But Paul does more than dream. He has
invested several thousands of hisown .
money from the meager earningsof A.V.E.
in what he calls the Semuc Champey

The next morning we geared up for a

stream. But, | think he has achance.

three day, two night trip on the Cahabon,

taking great care to put in below the cave.

Thisriver is well-known and has been run —

by A.\V.E. for several years. We found the
same clear water and interesting rapids as on lﬂﬂ3‘} 54?'9033
the Lanquin, but on a slightly larger scale.

We spent alot of day one playing, surfing,
endering, and enjoying the sun.

invites you to come experience the National Wild

The second day was supposed to feature and chnlc Chat_tooga River. We are a licensed
an easy cruise to the settlement at Chuloc. professional outfitter and offer a complete selec-
At theend of every trip, participants tion of paddling equipment and services. We are

willing, | make a Last Supper" request. | open seven days a week April through October
ask everybody to reflect and describe what

for them was their "mostmoment . ™ | try and on weekends all winter.

not to put words in anybody's mouth. They 14239 Long Creek Hwy.
can use any adjective they want after Long Creek, S.C. 29658

"mogt." Often, peoplewill have two or three
Amaicen Whiteweter VSeptember/OCtober 1995




*Guateimala

""most moments.” After thistrip, thenine
peopletold of sixteen' most moments.”
Ten of those momentsinvolved " The Inci-
dent At Wrap Rock."

Therapidisalong, low gradient,
straight shot with arock at the bottom. An
eddy runsdl the way down the right side.
It should be easy. Therewasatreelimb
showing about 30 feet upstream of the rock
in the current that would normally carry a
craft to theright. Marc and the oar rig had
madeit safely. Six kayakswere at the bot-
tom, waiting. Roberto and Sarah werein
the paddle raft. As he entered, Roberto
spotted the tree. | saw a moment of hesita-
tion as he glanced to theleft of Wrap Rock.
Then he and Sarah started to dig to the
right.

Too late! The middleof theraft hit the
branchesof the tree broadside. The raft
stopped and they both catapulted into the
current and were quickly retrieved. Not so
theraft. It wasstuck onthetreelikea
gigged frog. Seven rafting professionals
proceeded to caucus. | watched. Theriver
wastoo wide for atag line. The raft was
bucking wildly. Even if someone got out to
theraft, nobody was sure they could stay
there. All but one agreed that just gettinga
person to theraft and alineonit wasim-
possible.

But Max did not agree. Without a
word, he opened hisdry bag, put on hisT-

shirt withthe"'S" on the chest, walked up
the eddy, and doveinto the current. He
passed by the bow of theraft, reached up
and grabbed a D-ring with one hand and the
top of the tube with the other. One mighty
move later he wason top of the raft, grin-
ning at us.

Helater said that his' most moment"
came when he looked over to shore and saw
us staring back at him, open-mouthed and
stunned. Several others described their
"mog moments” as the astonishment at
Max's accoinplishment.

Once we were sure that thiswas no illu-
sion, we all cheered and started getting lines
and biners to Max. Theraft had folded un-
der itself, in addition to being wrapped. This
was not going to be easy. Max took thelines
and binersand worked hismagic- al the
while riding the bucking raft. He made mul-
tipleattachment points. He sent out two
lines. We pulled to the right. No luck. We
brokethat setup down and paddied over to
theleft shore. We Z-dragged to theleft. The
raft started to break up. One thwart was
ripped free and our pump (attached to the
thwart) was never seen again.

We broke that setup down and paddied
back to theright shore. We Z-dragged to the
right. Those of us on the mpes were sweat-
ing like NBA players. Two hours after the
wrap, the raft moved dowly free. Once we
got the raft to shore, we retrieved the rescue

gear and triumphantly sprinted down river,
trying to reach Chuloc before nightfall.

Wedidn't makeit. When our headlamps
failed to illuminatethe water more than ten
feet in front of us, Paul and Max figured
that was a good time to make camp, filter
some water, eat and catch some dleep.

Our last day of the Cahabon trip was
relatively uneventful. We broke camp,
paddled about two kilometers, portaged
Chuloc Falls, and put back on theriver. We
managed to flip the oar rig a abig hole
around noon. Here we |ost three of the four
oars. With no oarswe needed bodiesto
paddie the " oar rig". So we |lashed some of
the kayaksonto therig and paddied it out
with the spare raft paddies.

Early that afternoon, we found a perfect
hot spring jacuzzi (bubbles and all) and
soaked away the cares of thetrip. We had
lost one pump, three oars, and alot of ego.
Suchisthe priceof adventure travel.

We took the next day off from river run-
ning to enjoy a power boat ride acrossL ake
|zabal to El Paraiso (Paradise). Alongthe
way the boatman took us near shore and we
were able to watch the howler monkeysin
thetrees. That particular grove is one of the

Raft S8IS on, the Cahabon, Sara
Beaubien, Max Young, Roberto

Rodas, Mark Haug.
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Liyatemala

Traveling Guatemala style to the put in of the Panima.

monkeys' last habitats in that portion of
Guatemala. El Paraiso turned out to be ade-
lightful cold creek/hot creek waterfall
combo. Knowingthat westill had two rivers
and two first descents to go, we relaxed and
soaked and refreshed ourselves.

After leaving El Paraiso we headed to
thevillageof LaTinta. Every town in Gua-
temalahas a patron saint and on the feast
day of that saint, the village celebratesand a
traveling carnival comes to town. The cel-
ebration feast of San Tomas in
Chichicastenangois said to be akin to the
Mardi Gras in New Orleans. Well, the Festi-
vd of Sainte Katerinain LaTintais not of
that magnitude, but it is an excuse for alot
of drinking, fireworks, carrying on, eating,
and schmoozing. It islike a Guatemalan
Gauley Festival. And it lasts two days and
two nights.

Between festival nights we managed a
first descent on the nearby Rio Polochic,
running a section that we called Genesis
Gorge. It was aclear water creek about the
size of John's Creek in Virginia, and about
that difficult. Keeping with the " Genesis™
theme, we named the rapids Adam and Eve,
The Serpent, The Garden Of Being Eaten,
Cain Killed Abel, and the final rapid, Every-
body Out Of The Garden!

After two nights of festival and two
days on the Polochic, we took aim on our
last target, the first descent of the Rio
Panima.

Wetraveled to Tuccuru and hired a
single Toyotaland Cruiser to haul all of us
over two 4,000- foot-high passes, traversing
adefinite“4WD only" road, to the Rio
Panima. This 60 foot-per-mile stream felt
like Section 1T of the Chattooga - complete
with one portage, at a rapid we called Olym-
pia. The water was crystal clear as always.

The trip was mostly uneventful but interest-
ing. We did see much more evidence of
slash and bum agriculture than we ex-
pected, given the inaccessibility of the head
of theriver.

After four days wereturned to La Tinta.
Then we headed back towards Antiqua. We
had one more stop to make. On the last day
we entered the mystical misty kingdom of
Biotopo Quetzal, a cloud forest preserve.
Guatemalan Indian legend saysthat in
1524, the Quiche Indian, Tecun Uman, a
warrior-leader and wizard-shaman,faced
Pedro Alvarado and two hundred soldiers,
near the town now called Quetzaltenango.

During the battle of Llanos Del Pinal,
he was mortally wounded and fell bleeding
upon the ground. The quetzal, having
watched hisnoble
struggle against over-
whelming odds, took
pity and sheltered
Tecun Uman's hody
with its wings. The bird
then Lifted the Indian
Bt [rom the barle
fseld

Pedro Alvarado had
won the battle, but
Tecun Uman's spirit
lived on. The bird, here-
tofore whitebreasted,
acquired itsdistinctive
red breast from the
blood of thefallen
|leader. Since that time,
the quetzal hasre-

There are afew places on earth that in-
spire and awe. These are the sacred places,
the Grand Canyon, Chongma-longma
(mother goddess of the world, Mount
Everest), and the giant redwood forests of
California.

For me, the quetzal-inhabited cloud for-
est of Guatemalais another. It is a soft,
moigt, fertile, quiet place. It feels like acool
sauna. The sound of water dripping falls
softly upon the senses. Ferns wave gently. It
isan enclosed place, envel oping the body
and the spirit. It isthe birthplace of the
clean and sparkling waters that we had
played upon.

Wandering through this sacred forest
was my ""most moment" in Guatemala ... lis-
tening, watching, and reflecting.

All over Guatemala, the cloud forests
are slowly disappearing. The quetzal bird
sleeps.

Will any of the forests remain when
Paul's son, Zach, becomes a man?

For now, Zach sleeps.

His Dad ison thejob.

Author's commentary: Inlate 1995 and
early 1996 Paul Heesaker and Area Verde
Expeditions will be running raft supported
kayak trips on the Lanquin, Cahabon,
Polochic, and Panima Rivers. Nine day trips
will cost about $990, plus air fare.

In the opinion of this author, Paul is
more than a businessman engaged in tour-
ism and providing adventure trips. | have
seen what heand A.V.E. have put back into
the community at Lanquin and the proposed
campground at Semuc Champey. While
1994 wasthe first or-
ganized kayaking trip,
he has been doing
tourist business in
Guatemala for severa
years.

For awhitewater
vacation with an envi-
ronmentally ethical
professional, you
should consider this. If
you can run (not nec-
essarily play) the
Ocoeg, the Cheat
Gorge, or the Num-
bers, you ought to be
ableto enjoy paddling
in Guatamala.

Information is

mained red-breasted.
Now the Indians con-
sider the bird to bea
symbol of Heaven's
protection.

Raft enders on the Cahabon.
Roberto Rodas, Mark Haug,
Marc Brown, Dave Bonomo,
Paul Heesaker.

available from Area
Verde Expeditions,
PO BOX 476, Salida,
Colorado 81201. 719-
539-7102.
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HATTOOGA

DVENTURES

RAFT RENTALS
Custom Guided Lake
Canoe & Kayak Tours

e CLINICS e Qutfitters Shop

e White Water Equipment Sales
Backpacking/Camping Supplies

* Video ' S

* Photography

e Lodging
Available

Two miles from Chattooga River Bridge
Highway 76 in South Carolina

1-803-647-0365
1-800-U GO RAFT

14546-B Long Creek Hwy., Mtn. Rest, SC 29664
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! GREEN l\_IAgRows_

by Pete Kennedy
Adventure Quest Director

On Monday, June 12,1995, seven members
of Vermont's Team Adventure "Extreme" squad
became the firstjunior age paddlerst o com-
plete the entire Narrows of the Green in North
Carolina. Coming straightfrom the Ocoee Ro-
deo, Adam Boyd (17), Justin Souter (17),
Scott McClesky (17), Silas Treadway (16),
Fred Coriell (15), Kyle Marinello (15) and
Nathan LaBrecque (14) were guided by some
of the nation's finest extreme paddlers, in-
cluding Forrest "Woody" Callaway and the

Kern brothers (Chuck, Willie, and John).
Last summer and this spring the members of the
Extreme Team explored and paddled some of the
most difficultriversin the U.S. and Canada, including
the North Fork Payette, Gore Canyon and Ecores.
Several trips with Callaway during the spring of '95
gave them the green light t o tackle the Green.
Bolstered by several inches of rain ontop of the
standard release, the Narrows provided plenty of
water for the descent. Asthe upper drops fell
away, the confidence level of the young athletes
steadily grew. They reached the infamous "Gorilla"
totally pysched. Even some angry hornets and
mean stings (Kyle in the eye) didn't deter them
1 squirt Toan AQVENEUTE ot L o acto eave his right clbow
14 1995 Ocoeé Rodeo, C-18qu g g pad

somewhere in the drop, but other than a bruise, there
Ercﬂm@ﬁgﬁ;oﬁggms_ The only really tense moment was Justin's blown skirt in the entrance, just abovethe falls.

A quick swap with Silas in the eddy prevented a blown repeat in the maw of Gorilla. Charlie did managet o put on quite a
show, surfing the hole a t the base of the falls for an extended period of time. However, when all was said and done, the
Gorilla gave up fourteen runs, no swims and hardly an error!

On through the Groove Tube — outrageous fun! Finally came Sunshine Falls, the last critical drop in the Narrows. Fred
managedt o find the rock a t the bottom, coming out in pieces, but unscathed. Adam proved thata righty C-lpaddler can
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m==make the drop upright and alive.
Scotty (a lefty C-1) made it look too
easy. Kyleis proofthat someone 51"
tall and 115 pounds soaking wet can
make an Overflow dance in the air, as
well as inthe water.

The "Extreme Team" now heads for
the Westto seek out new rivers and
drops, asthey continue work onthe
video "Kids on the Cutting Edge of
Whitewater."

DO TEENAGERS BELONG ON
DANGEROUS CLASS V+ WATER?

EDITORS NOTE: Even if they are
technically proficient, are teens
mature enough t o evaluate the
risks...and consequences of class V
plus boating? In the following
statement Adventure Quest head Pete
Kennedy addresses this issue.

TEEN5 AND HAIR: A PERSPECTIVE

Running Class V-VI whitewater require: 5 a real dedication t o excellence in |
training, technique, and performance, plua a lot of self-confidence, 1 y
motivation, common sense, and pure adrenaline. |t also requires one's total |
understanding of one's goals and the sportin general. Much hoopla has -
been raised over our group of young paddlers, both in positive and negative ]
terms. Undoubtedly there is a pointt o all of this, which is as follows:

The "Extreme Team" isjust a small core of the Team Adventure
competition program, sponsored by Adventure Quest in Woodstock,
Vermont. The program is ENTIRELY self motivated and self supported by
it's members, Adventure Quest head coach Peter Kennedy, and his wife,
Kitty Edwards. The purpose of Team Adventure isto provethatit does not
takea trustfundt o be a champion paddler (though a trust fund would be

nice).

Kyla i.-.‘..uJ'_-.-.._--,','I_-.|

L-‘;J'ﬂf_l‘_' Ao 4 g i'ﬁ__ ': -‘:L'l il ™

. T
1 8m “'filvl:ﬂ':ble

Mathan Larecaue, sge f‘r.
=arilla” Green Narrows,
Team Adventure - Youngest
Al = he
paddier 7 complete T
r FIOWES

Silas Treadway, age 18,
"Groove Tube" Green Narrows,

Teqrm Adventuré
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> Do 14-17 year old kids have the knowledae and
ekill to paddle these rivers?

| _

Our athletes train, paddle, and compete -'-l-
six t 0 seven days a week, almost year round.
Inthe pasttwo years, Team Adventure has
placed more athletes on the Junior U.5.
Slalom Team than any other club in the U.S.
In1993 and 1994, the Team sweptthe
Junior classes atthe Open Boat Slalom
Nationals.

Team Adventure members also started
appearing in the whitewater rodeo scene in
1994. Justin Souter placed 2nd in Junior
K-1atthe Ocoee; Adam Boyd 1st in C-1at
Payette; Luke Moore 1stin C-1at Ottawa.

In 1995 Scott McClesky made the World
Open Canoe U.S. Rodeo Team.

The "Extreme Team" members are
selected from the core of Team Adventure
athletes, based on their skills, experience, technical
abilities, overall knowledge of the sport, common sense, and
ability t o perform under extreme pressure. The average age
of the Extreme Team athletes is fifteen years and the
average experience of the Team is six years of paddling (the
shortest being three years this summer). Talent plays a
large part of the selection process, as do drive,
determination, and dedication to the sport. Team
Adventure athletes work their way up through the ability
ranks from Development paddler, through Attainer, then
Excel, and finally (possibly) the Extreme Team.

To be an Extreme Team athlete means knowing your
limits. Each member makes their own decisions as t o who,
what, why, when, how and where they paddle. One of the
most consistent comments made about the Extreme Team
is their ability t o personally assess their own limits a t any
given time on the river. This leads into solid support from
the group for each other.

.
%
o,

,‘ Adam

C-1 Expert squl
American Whitewalics v5-:[ll|:mhcrl'l:k:ubtr 159%

vd, age 17, 1995 Ocoee Rodeo
Py E'E,:_:.L . Tegm Adventurs



A decision to run or walk a
given drop is made individually, ye't
supported by the group. Do 14-
17-year-old kids have the
knowledge and skill t o paddle
these rivers?

Obviously they do. But before
making a rash judgment (as
many have done so far), come
watch or paddle with the
Extreme Team. Then make an
assessment. We have been
very careful to enlist the aid of
some of the best paddlers in
the country to paddle these
rivers with the group. One
from a safety standpoint, the
other from an objective
viewpoint. Asthe "Extreme
Team' continues t o raise the
standards of kids paddling
whitewater, we hope that the
paddling community will see
that building our sport from
the base is a necessity, not
a detriment, toit's future.

— Nathan Masters, son of Bill & Janet Masters.
owners of Perception Kayaks. Easley, SC

In addition to our standard courses,
ADVENTURE QUEST s offering the

following N PREIER URE Fall,
Wintc_ar, z_and Spring programs.
. B5enREA SRR RS iy

school for competitive young

Adventure Quest - foveine s wesr

P. O. Box 184 A.Q. summer programsBase in
Northern California.

Woodstock, Vermont 05091-0184 T

(802)484-3939 or 3202 Fax: (802) 484-3202 (Beginning June - August 1996)

E mail: a quest @ e world. corn.

Adventure Questis a Non-Profit, Educational Organization of Whitewatar and Wilderness Programs for Kids, Teens and Families.
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ost boaters only know the Paria

River as the little stream that some

times muddies the mighty Colo-
rado Rier at Lee's Feny, the put-in for the
Grand Canyon. Hundreds, maybe thou-
sands, of paddlers glide by the mouth of
this tiny creek in the desert every year. Ea-
ger to face the big water rapids like Badger
Creek, House Rock, and Hance, they don't
give a thought to running the sandy little
wash on river right.

|, too, was among this majority, and
was quite surprisedwhen | learnedthat it
had been paddled - once. Brad Dimmock
and another Grand Canyon boatman ran
the Paria in the early eighties.

As | walked along the sandstone
ledges and across the dry riverbed of the
Paria one warm October, | imagined, &s all
kayakers do, what it would be like with
water in it. |1 dreamed about someday
kayaking through these same canyons.

The winter of 1993 in the Southwest
was one for the record books. Storms

rolled in from the Pacific on top of one an-
other, dumping copious amounts of rain
and snow on Southern Utah and Arizona.
The normally dry Salt River in Phoenix raged
at 160,000 cfs. The Verde River peaked at
over 100,000 cfs. The mountains were bur-
ied in deep snow and the deserts were
thoroughly saturated.

I am driving through Southern Utah in
early February. The wind hits my kayak on
the roof and nearly blows me off the road.
The nighttime sky is intermittently illumi-
nated by flashes of lightning, and my wip-
ers can barely keep up with the rain. An-
other storm hes rolledin.

Passing through Toquewille and on to-
wards Hurricane, | pass over the Virgin
River. It seems to be bank full. Though |
can't see much, | can hear it's roar below. |
get back in the truck and continue across
the desert. The rain keeps fallingand | start
to think about the Paria. Will it be running?
Probablynot. | try to dampen my hopes,

| avoiding the letdown.

The highway bridge over the Paria a p
pears in the headlights. | pull over and get
out. The rain has stopped. | can hear the
river long before | can see it.

The Paria has gone from a rocky gulch
to ariver in flood, bending the tamarisksin
its path and cutting away long standing
verticalwalls of dirt along it's banks. 1 stick
atwig in the mud at waterline, and return
to my sleeping bag for the night.

| awake to sunshine and a chilly 28 de-
grees. Snow dusts the buff colored sand-
stone buttes in the distance. The water
level hes dropped, but not by much. My
stick is 2 inches from the water. The flow
looks to be about 500 cfs. The river looks
more manageable than last night in the dark
chaos, yet it still possesses a powerful en-
ergy. The brown water, heavy with mud,
courses through the desert, rumblinginan
otherwise quiet, refreshedsetting.

The thought of paddling downstream
gnaws at me. | consider my situation:

L ] &
Paria River

by Tyler Williams
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Ahead of me lies 46 miles of wilderness
river, a distance that almost certainly will
take two days to traverse. Tre river is drop-
ping. In 24 hours it will probably be re-
ducedto acreek too small to float. The
chances of being left high and dry without
ariver are good. That leaves me with the
ugly possibilityof having to drag my kayak,
loaded with gear and weighing 70 pounds,
across many miles of desert mud and rock
to my destination at Lee's Feny.

I have no paddling partner. Although
much of the run promises to be flat, there
will definitelybe some whitewater. If there
is any trouble, 1 will be totally on my own.
Though it is sunny, the temperature will
probably not reach 50 degrees today. With
no drysuit, keeping warm will be difficult.
Obviously, the only smart thing to do is hop
in my truck and continue down the highway
to Flagstaff.

Logic loses out to my gut feeling once
again. 1tum away from the river and head
for my car two or three times, but the river

T keeps calling me back. | finally succumbto

its energy.

I shove into the current and check my
watch. It's 8:27 am.

I am paddling downstream hard, al-
most s if | were in adown river race. The
thought of carrying my boat for ten miles or
more keeps running through my mind. I've
got to get as far as | can today, while | have
the water.

The river meanders through the desert,
moving fast, but nearly goingin circles. | go
around one large horseshoe bend after an-
other. In twenty minutes of paddling, I'm
still less than one air mile from my car. |
wish the river would straighten out and
flow south, like I know it eventually will. 1
keep paddling hard.

The river is amuddy brown. Every time
asmall sand wave laps over my deck, it
leaves athin film of slit. Acouple of times,
I misjudge the deepest channel, and | get
stuck on sandbars that lurk beneath the
chocolate water. | can hardly call it water.

| feel like 1 am on ariver of mud.

Ninety minutes from the put-in, the can-
yon walls begin to form around me. Sheer
cliffs of sandstone converge and | am no
longer in the open desert. It is almost s if |
am enteringa cave. The canyon floor is
dark. Smooth rock walls twist upward, only
allowing the occasional sunbeam to pen-
etrate down to the river. | have entered the
slot canyon of the Paria. The walls continue
to get cioser, pinching the river and quick-
ening its pace.

I'm rushed along through the gorge,
concentrating to keep my boat straight. If |
let myself drift sideways my kayak will
broach between the canyon walls, since
they are no more than twelve feet apart.
Fortunately, there are no logs across the
river in this canyon, because there are no
eddies either. The current careens around
corners in the slot, and | am sluiced along
\f/lvith virtually no option but to go with the

ow.

| occasignally glance up to the narrow

e vl W b -
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Exploring Arizona’s Paria River

ribbon of sky above and grin with satis-
faction at my unique situation. | am relieved
to finally emerge from the slot. | catchan
eddy and stare back at the fissure in the
wall that I just came through.

Downstream, the Paria meanders be-
tween huge cliffs painted in desert vamnish.
| drift along with the current, sucking on my
fingers to keep them warm. The river is
gentle. The most difficult part of paddling
now is staying in the fastest bit of current.
The river is wider now, with eddies and
pools andriffles. | drift around comers, lis-
tening; nothing but the gurgling sound of
the river running through the land of rock.
Giant sandstone domes glisten with water in |
the sunlight. This place of slickrock and
sand almost looks green. Maoss grows in
cracks in the wall.

Up ahead | see arock slide that has
reached the river. A surge of excitement (or
is it panic?) rushes through me as | envision
congested, tumbling rapids. | proceed
cautiously, paddling from eddy to eddy. |
peer over my shoulder and see alogjam
spanning the channel. The entire river goes
undemeath.... portage number one.

I get out of my boat and drag around
the logjam. Out of my kayak, | realize how
colditis. Time to get warm. |inhaletwo
candy bars and some fruit, and lay on the
sunny rocks. The sun feels weak, but it does
manage to dry my paddling jacket.

Once again on the water and on to the
Colorado. Lee's Fenryor bust! ...® freeze.
Some landmarks look familiar. | remember
this spot from my hike. | think I'm alittle
past halfwayand approachingthe first sig-

nificant rapids.

The river begins to descend more
quickly. Rapids begin. First there are dass |
gravel bars, then some bigger boulders in
the channel form easy class Il drops. | ner-
vously hop from eddy to eddy and sud-
denly feel incrediblyisolated. | get out to
look a couple of times, only to realizethat |
am scouting class |I.

Working downstream carefully, | scout
once again. This one is a more significant
| rapid. Without a second thought, | heave
| my heavy boat to my shoulder and walk,
stumble, and climb downstreamto the
| bottom of the rapid. Thet wasn't avery
pleasant portage, maybe | shouldjust run
this stuff. 1am alone though; I'd better play
| it sofe.

i Two portages and several scratches,
bruises, and stumbles later, and I'm ready
to start paddling this river, alone or not. |
scout a long class lll, then retumn to my Boat
andrun it. It's easier than it looks and my
confidence grows. | run a few more class
lll rapids. Then, as | am surveying my next
| rapid from the calm of an eddy, | hear a
crashing sound above.

Staring down at me in bewilderment s
abighornram. He stands precariously atog
an eighty foot cliff, and | look up at him
with wide eyes and awide smile. A
minute or two goes by, then he deftly trots
up the slope. He retums to his business,
and | to mine.

Another five minutes of paddling
brings me to a familiar spot. | camped here
once. FHom this point on, the canyon

Whitewater Kayakingin Chile
It’s thetrip of a lifetime!

Expediciones Chile tripsare more than just paddling challenging
rivers. They're an extraordinary experience. | magine the best
day of paddlingyou've ever had, greeted at the end of the day by
an ox cart shuttle capped with a relaxing sauna and massage. Our
trips have gained an international reputation— the best-of-the-best.
Please contact usfor more information.

Expediciones Chile
333 Earl's Road, Bryson City, NC 28713
Compuserve 71774,756

Fax 704/488-9082
Phone 500/488-9082
| e e |

opens up. The cliff walls gradually sepa-

“rate until there is a mile of sand dunes, boul-

ders and cactus betweenthem and the
river. Soon | will be able to see Lee's back-
bone in the distance, marking the end of my
journey. | feel a sense of relief in knowing
where | am... only about twelve more miles.

Much to my surprise, as the canyon
widens, the rapids get tougher. Dozens of
rock slides have altered the riverbed, leaving
mazes of boulders that the river must find a
way through. The geology has changedas
well;; the river has more gradient. | had not
paid much attentionto the riverbed here on
my preliminary scouting hike, since my path
was on the slope high above.

I'm forcedto pay very close attention
today, as every horizon line seems to get
more distinct, every slot tighter.

My confidence continues to grow, and |
am scouting less and running everything. |
run the best rapid on the river so far, asolid
class IV. I'm in with the rhythm of the river
now, paddling from eddy to eddy.

| pull into a small eddy at the top of a
significant looking drop. As| glance down-
stream, | feel my boat begin to wash out of
the back of the eddy. | take several frantic
strokes, slapping the water with my paddle,
holding my position, but not making any
headway back to the eddy. With a pan-
icked lunge, | grab the rock on shore with
my right hand. My hand begins to slide
down the sloping rock. Then, ahold, a
crack, a beautiful little finger hold of a crack
in the rock. | pull myself closer to shore and
using my paddle with my left hand, I work
my way back to the tiny eddy. | carefully
get out and pull my boat out with me.

The drop | just narrowly avoided going
over backwards is arelatively mellow look-
ing five foot high chute. Still shaken from
my brush with disaster, | portage.

There are more rapids; class Ill, IV, and
some class V rock jumbles. | portage most
of them. | am disappointedthat no oneis
here with me, | am portaging some promis-
ing rapids. Another hour passes, most of it
spent with my boat on my shoulder, getting
dragged through the sand, or sliding down
boulders. The portage fest starts to wear on
me, and | go for abig scout. | leave my
boat on a beach of sand and clay, and
climb the hill on river right.

From atop a house-sized boulder in the
desert, | can survey the next mile of river:
rapid, rapid, small rapid, big rapid, big
rapid, pool, small rapid, small rapid, then
around the corner and out of sight. Back at
my boat. | notice the sun low on the hori-
zon. | check my watch; 5:15 p.m. ¥'ll camp
here.

I lay in my sleeping bag and listen to the
sound of river. | hope | wake to the same
sound. |think back on one of the greatest
days of my life - floating through the slat,
the desert bighorn, the curving sandstone
walls. Even if I have to trudge this heavy
boat out of here tomorrow, it will have been
worth it.

| awaken to the sound of acreek. The
water has dropped, but there is still some
there. The flow can't be more than 100 cfs,



but it is enoughto float my kayak in most
places. However, rapids that looked
runnable on my scout yesterday are now
boulder sieves that | must portage. | get
into a pattern of paddlingto the top of a
rapid, gettingout, walkingaround, and
paddling the fifty yards of flat water or riffle
to the next boulder jam. After atime, | stop
putting my sprayskirt on for my brief
paddles between portages. Some por-
tages are easy; sandstone sidewalks to stroll
along. Others aren't so much fun, requiring |
me to climb over, around, and through |
piles of rock, with my boat in tow.

My shoulder is bruised from carrying
my kayak, and my knuckles are ared, bleed-
ing, skinned and bruised mess from drag-
ging my kayak.

But the river is beginning to mellow.

The center of ™4
paddling in southern
New England is Zoar
Outdoor. Our ACA certified
schoal, fully stocked Outfitter's Shop,
and location on the Deerfield River put us a
theheart of it!

Come visit us this season!

The boulder jams turn into class Il mazes . ”
which | can paddle through. Gradually the Looking fora new boat?
terrain flattens out, and | am floating along Come paddle any Dagger

Perception, or Prijon
boat on real whitewater
before you buy it.

coter brachare 1-800-532-7483

Charlemont, Massachusetts 01339

on amuddy canal in the desert, inter-
spersedwith an occasional class | or i
gravel bar. Cows nervously stare as | drift
by. | come to afence, my final portage,
and soon | see the bridge over the river at
Lee's Feny.

| am home.

9977739

C. _\
(2031672-6365 ANOES, ¢4
U.S. Rt. 7, Box 302 - AC

CE
West Cornwall, CT 06796 SS':'F?I’ES

— Dry Sits (Stohlquist, Bermudes)

— Polypropylene Topsand Bottoms SALES

— Paddlesby Mitchédl, Prijon, Backlund,
and Wenonah RENTALS

— Boatsby Prijon, Per ception, Wenonah, and INSTRUCTION
Mad River

— Pogies, Paddle Jackets and P.F.D’s

— Pile Sweater sand Pants

HOURS
Wekdays 105, Sat. & Sun. 98
10% D scount to dl HACKS, FRC, and CCRA members. Closed Tuesdays
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Attention
Whitewater

Surfers!

WILDSIDE IMAGESPRESENTS

BOB'S WHOLE VIDEO

Your completeguidetod! the best action

provided by many of the best paddlersin

the GALAXY at the 1993BB SHOLE
RODEO in Oregon.

SLALOM - SQUIRT
HOLE-RIDING

Twodaysof head to head competition
compacted into 55 minutesof non-stop
action completewith narrationand music.

TAKEA DEEPBREATH ANDBRACE
YOURSELFFOR A WILD RIDE!!

Send $26.95 plus $2.00 shippingand handling to:
WILDSIDE | MACGES

8314 GREENWDCOD AVE. N #3900
SEATTLE, WASH NGTON98103

High Performance

* Hand crafted from the finest materials
* Custom orders from 9 styles of blades
* Composite reinforcement options

* Repairs

Call or write for
more information:

2450 Jones Road
Lenoir City, TN 37771

Canoe and Kavak Paddles.

(615) 986-9387

NHTERUNE CUSTOMER SERVICE: 1 800- 945 3376

THE BACKYAK
* kayak carrying harness
e cockpit mounted gear bag
* portage pack

*21bs., 13 oz.

Because getting to the
put-in shouldn't be the .

challenging part

P.0. Box 1363 « Bend « OR 97709 | -

503-388-1821

FAX 503-388-1831

Or check out your local paddle store
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IAN WAHOO

Looking west from
Quito we had seen
clouds for days, and
there were rumors of
rain in the Santo
Domingo area. But
since we were in
Ecuador, we couldn't
just pick up the phone
¢ to find out what the
water levels were

doing. Instead, we
H—i—?}?;&g—;éﬁmﬂ " loaded up Alfredo’s
Landcruiser with gear,
foeod and five eager, inexperienced rafters, and
headed over the Andes to explore the Rio
Mulaute and Rio Blanco.

After bouncing
down the final drop of
our Class 1l drive to
the put-in, | caught
the first glimpse of the
Rio Mulaute and
began to get a hint of
what wes in store for
us. | had been asked
along as a safety
boater because | had
kayaked the Blanco
from its highest

FIRST DESCENT ON tributary a couple of

THE RIO FILATOM Weeks_ earlier.
Paddling down the

wide river at low flow, | encountered technical
Class Il drops interspersed with flat-water that
allowed plenty of tima to appreciate the
incredible scenery.
River otters played hide-
and-seek with me as |
floated through a
spectacular jungle
teaming with birdlife.
However, what days
earlier had been a
crystal clear, warm,
d meandering stream —
a favorite with locals for
picnics and swimming

AFTER 3 HOURS BASHING

THROUGH THE JUNGLE, THE RO GOCA PAD
OFF WITH INCREDIBLE WHITEWATER

PAY OME OF THE RIO COCA

American Whitewater VSeptember/October 1995
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Alfredo turned

. hopefully and
asked, "Did it
~ look like this
when you ran
g it?"

Trying not to
sound
apprehensivel
replied, "No, it
wes a little
lower. Looks
like we'll have
some big water
on the Blanco."

The Rio
Mulaute section,
which would

; ~ STHIRD WORLD SHUTTLES CAM BE
APINTERESTING AS THE PADDLING

= Was now a frothy chocolate
milkshake racing 10 the sea. | was
expected to know the lines, but the
river in front of me was not the
peaceful little tributary that | had
.seen before. | could only guess

to think that we chose this section
because we wanted something more

. meliow than the I‘rnqrmnlly FLif
wToachi River! :

normally offer
several hours of
soenic jungle
fioating, was behind us in twenty
short minutes of continuouws class [l
flush. 1 hit the raging waters of the
Rio Blanco only a few boatlengths
ahead of the raft, but was quickdy
hurled downstream out of sight.
As far as | could see, one huge

naot an eddy in sight.

The only time | had seen water
this big was in the Grand Canyon,
but even the Colorado River has
flatweater
sections
between the
big rapids. The
Rio Blanco was
just one
immiense rapid
— not a bit of
flatwater for
rrilbes.

| headed for
the nearest
bank.
Desperately
hugging a
| boulder, |
waited for the
raft to appear.
Altredo raced

r - /S WE NEAR OLR TAKEQOUT AT PUERT' O MISHUALLI, LOCAL

ASHERMAN ARE BAFALED BY OLR STRANGE CRAFT

by with a look on his face that |
couldn't quite read. Excitement?
Fear? Confusion?

He shouted something in Spanish
that sounded like an appeal to a
deity and was gone.

| chased after him and asked,
"There's no stopping! Do you want
me in front of you or behind?"

"You'e the probe, Get outin
front and signal the line to me. If
there are holes out there as big as
these waves, it could get ugly.” Jus
the answer I didn't want. | was
hoping ke would keep me out of
the holes.

I sped downstream as cautiously
as possible, tryingto pick a
conservative line. But the whole
river was a monstrous wave train. |
knew there had to be a giant hole
hiding out in those waves
somewhere.

I tried not to think about the fact
that I was, for all practical purposes,
boating alone. The raft would be of
no use if | got myself into trouble,
and | wasn't too certain how | could
possibly help them.

We raced on. | tried to stay on
the shoulder of the waves, ready to
paddle desperately away from any
hole that might suddenly appear.
But | kept finding myself at the
bottom of the biggest wave trains
without having seen a hole! |
signaled to Alfredo to go for the big
rides down the middle. After a few
confirmational, conservative runs of
his own, he began to trust my
signals and move out into ‘the
meat.'

Screams of exhilaration could be
heard at the crest of each wave.
Alfredo began to look a little more
relaxed, as fear was replaced by the
excitement of being on the biggest
water of his life. As impossible as it
was to believe, these huge waves
were just that, and nothing more.
There were no killer holes! This was
a big-water boater's dream river.

Once | was able to relax, | began
to play a little. Sitting on top of the

“ITS INCREDIBLE! I'VE NEVER BEEN ON A RVER THIS BIG AND

% CONTINL_JQUS. |

e L‘-

LETS GO BACK AND DO |

s,

i,
. i Lol )
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e %, ’
i —
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IN RIGHT NOW."
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most incredible wave | had ever
surfed, | shouted to Alfredo, "I quit!
I'll be on this wave til the water
drops." The look of panic on his
face made me reconsider. | peeled
off the wave and raced downstream,
once again to pick the lines.

just as we reached the confluence
of the Toachi River and our camp
for the evening, the joyous rafters
hit a huge breaking wave sideways
and two paddlers were sent
swimming. One was snhatched back
into the boat quickly, but | earned
my hero status by getting the other
one back to the raft downstream.

That evening brought more rain
and the river rose. Once again, we
left shore apprehensive about what
might be waiting downstream, but
by the time we got to the take-out,
we were all smiles. Alfredo looked
down from the raft and said, "You
looked like you were having even
more fun than we were. What did
you think of the river?"

There are hardly words to describe
paddling days as good as these. “lts
incredible! I've never been on a
river this big and continuous. Lets
go back and do it again right now."

Kayaking in Ecuador was
beginning to take on a familiar
pattern. Each river left me amazed
by either the quality of boating or
the spectacular scenery and
wildlife... sometimes both.

Having led kayak trips to Chile for
four years, my partner and | came to
Ecuador in search of something
new. We never imagined we would
find such a whitewater gem in this
tiny country.

I'm just amazed that Ecuador
hasn't already become a favorite
destination for kayakers seeking
refuge from the North American
winter.

Editor's note: Those interested in

paddling in Ecuador may wish to contact
trip leader Enaa Lokey at box 262,

Howard, Colorodo 872353 %

We prefer our water white
How about you?

Our new location has everything to fulfill your whitewater needs.
If it's equipment you need, our 2200 g0. ft. showroom hasit. Kayaks
canoes, and accesoriesareavailablein our full-linereail store. We
aso carry equipment for rock climbing, (1300 sq. ft. rodk climbing
gym on the premises), Tdemark skiing, backpacking, camping,

and moreoutdoor activities. Can't get to thestore?

Call toll free at | -800-243-4112 for mail orders.

Weare 5 minutes from exit 31 of the NYS Thruway (190).

Weare central to many New Yak rivers- Call for river leve info.

adivison of Northern Qutfitters, Inc.

*New Wave Waterworks*
*587 Main Stregt*
*Suite109e
*New York Mills, NY 13417«
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Whitewater

Story and photos by Jeffrey Parker and
Bridget Thomas

r years we had been listeningto
talesof Himal ayan boating skepti-
cally. The Himaayasarefor climb-

ing, wethought. Access must be to difficult
for paddling, and the real thrill of the
Himalayas must bein trekking around its
peaks.

After spending afew months running
riversin Nepa we stand corrected. The
trekkingin Nepd is great, but the paddling
isalso fantastic, and alows accessto areas
well off thetrekkers beaten path.

We arrived at theend of Septem-
ber in time to catch the high post monsoon
flows. Over thefollowingtwo months we
paddied a number of excellent rivers. This
included a healthy mixture of exploratory
paddling and well knownclassic runs; such
asthe Tamir, Marsiandi, Trisuli, Sun Kod,
Kali Gandaki. Oneof our favoriteswasthe
Modi Kola

The journey down the Modi Kolariver
from highin theHimalayasisaclassic. The
Modi Koladrainsthe Annapurnasanctuary
through deep mountaingorges, beforerun-
ning into the Kali Gandaki river. It contin-
ues through ajungle corridor to emergein
the great valley of the Trisuli.

The trip beginsin Pokhara, Nepal's sec-
ond largest city, with atwo-hour busrideto
thetrail head. Asthe policeman shouted up
to the bus rooftop " Permits!, Permitd," we
smiled with the confidenceof having paid
$5 for the relevant piece of paper. That was
until Paul whispered " I'veleft minein
Katmandu.™

The next minutestypified everything
that we had come to know and love about
Nepdi bureaucracy. Smilingand saying
"OK, OK" in our best Nepali accents, per-
mits passed from person to personas
kayakers climbed on and off the bus. Fi-
nally, the bemused policeman pronounced,
"All isOK," and the |last kayakers
scrambled up the ladder onto the aready
moving bus.

Many of the best riversin Nepa have
no road to the put in, allowing oneto com-
bine a pleasant trek with aremoteriver trip.
Asour potentia portersfeigned grief at the
weight of our loaded kayaks, the priceof a

hang r*i-.Lq!

Jeff Parker on the Modi Kola, below Birethanti. (top) Bridget Thomas enjoys

first shower in months on Kali Gandaki.

days carry went up and up. We eventually
conceded to their price. Withady smile,
the porterstied two boats together, carrying
adoubleload for a double wage, and set off.
It wasall we could do to keep up.

Psyched for an epic, we had been
temped by the guidebook descriptionof an

extremeupper section. Steep boating and
gomstam eddy scouting made for some re-
warding paddling. The envisioned epic
never happened, but plenty of classV did,
At one particularly choked section of the
river, Steve Woollett jumped out of hisHur-
ricane to bank scout.

Amaican Whitewater VSeptemberIOCtober 1991
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East Nepali Girl

Upper Modi Kola

""Hang on here guys, I'll check thisout.”
After five minutesof jostlingfor positionin
theeddy, Stevereturned. ""You guysare
definitely goingto love this, it's the perfect
rapid."”

As Steve's description of the carnage
downstream unfolded, the line sounded even
less probable; boofs, siphons, undercuts,
and strainers.

"It's going to look really gnarly, but it'll
work like a dream."

He wasright —well a least bout the
gnarly part. A great days paddlingended with
Steve's trashingin thefird hole, giving the
rest of usachanceto laugh fromthe bank.

From here, the Modi Kola providestwo
days of great classIV. Rapid followsrapid,
with staggering views of snow capped
Machapuchhre, standingat 23,000 ft. The
river has an amazingly friendly character;
clear water with a paucity of nasty surprises.
Therewere virtudly noflat stretches.. it
was like along downhill ski run.

Birethanti is agreat place to eddy for
the night. We stayed at the Riverside Lodge
(Wheredlse?). Steep creekersshould check
out Rest Day fallson the Burungdi Kola, the
tributary which joins here. Thefinal day of
pleasant kayaking takes you to the
confluence with the Kali Gondaki. We
opted to paddle with empty boats after
Goose volunteered to carry the equipment
the mile up to the bus. Thisdecision, of
course, had nothingto do with his broken
rib, courtesy of Rest Day Falls.

Drifting down the Kali Gandaki, we felt

relaxed with the hardest rapids now behind
us. Aswe drifted and enjoyed the scenery,
we swung around the comer into the first
rapid, 4L, with Jeff Parker taking the lead.
He was soon being cartwheeled in the bot-
tom hole. Who said river racersdont make
great rodeo paddlers?

That evening, laughingand reflecting
ontheday's events, we settled into the river
life, pleased to be away from the hustleand
bustle of the Annapurnacircuit. Searching
for firewood, we attracted the attention of
two young boyson the oppositebank. Real-
izing what we were after, they disappeared
from sight, soon returning with armfuls of
driftwood.

"Dowra, dowra" they shouted, aswe
ferried over to gracefully receivetheir offer-
ing. Overjoyed just to have helped us, they
continued their work on the hillside, their
high pitched singing drifting over to our
campfire.

After astrangely restlessnight, we were
joined for breakfast by two men from the
nearest village. Aswe sat around thefire
waiting for the porridge to brew, we chatted
as best we could.

"You dept herelast night?," they asked
with evident surprise.

"Yes" we smiled, gesturingat our bivi
bags.

"l could not stay here," onereplied,
shivering. "'If someonediesinour village,
here we bum them. There are many
ghosts."”

Glad that we hadn't met these men the

night before, we exchanged glancesaround
the fire, and rapidly changed the subject.

Inall it took four daysto paddlethe
Kali Gandaki, time enough to appreciatethe
great scenery and the occasional challeng-
ing rapid. Onthelast day therapidsinten-
sified and we had a"' near death" experi-
ence. Sitting beside theriver, acrowd of
locals appeared bearing a stretcher, which
was ceremonioudly placed on afuneral
pyre. Anxiousto communicate to us what
they were doing, we were told in broken
English,"'l am burning my friend."

"Yes'" wereplied. "You are havinga
barbecue.”

As weleft, the villagers took sometime
from watching thefire to wave good-bye.
Only Bridget noticed the feet stickingfrom
the woodpile. Taking out at Ramdi, we
caught up with agreat bunch of Irish pad-
dlers and shared transport back to Pokhara.

Our Nepa trip could hardly have been
better. The people we met and the places
we saw only inspired usto plan to return,
even as we were leaving.

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Scottish paddler, Bridget Thomasisa
world champion in Whitewater Rodeo. She
isspending the year paddling whitewater
around the world, with fellow Scots Andy
England (Goose) and Andy Jackson. In
Nepal they were joined by Colorado boater,
Jeff Parker. Sponsorsdf their expedition in-
cluded Prijon, Polartec, Stohlquist, Reebok,
Patajonia, Monotoneand Perception.
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Bridget Thomas on the Upper Modi Kola.

Showing off for the locals.

y ] :lr\e river has

an . amazing
friendly nature;
clear water

and no nasty

surprises.a

_Coloradoan Dave #¢#; on the Modi Kola.

eff Parker, taking a break.
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HAIR RACE SLA
MOOSE FESTIVA

) FOR

“action.

Thelst annual BottomMoose
Downriver Racewill highlight theday's
activitiesat the MooseRiver Festival to
beheld Oct. 21in Old Forge,
Hew York

TheBottomMooseis
approximatelyfive miles
inlengthand contains
eight named drops of
classl Vand V difficulty
and several other un-
named rapids of |esser
intensity. Theracewill
havea spectacular start
at Fowlersville Falls— wherethe Moose
drops50feet over a 60-degreeslide-and
anequally impressivefinish at Crystal
rapid, three-stage, 30-foot waterfall.

"Therace should bea spectacular
event for both racers and spectators,”
saidfestival coordinator ChrisKoall. A
hikingtrail parallels much d theriver,
so peoplewho don't want to boat the
Bottom can still seethe

Thes awards preser-

iation will be conducied Satur
day evening at the Moose Festival site at
01d Forge's North Street Park. In addi-
tion to the race, the Festival will feature
iiwe entertalnment, equipment displays,
whitewater videos and equipment raffies
and anctions.
"TheFestival will be modeled after

siderably moreinti-
mate," Koll said.
"Were lucky to havea
& great site-thecel-
ebration will beinside

TheFestival will focus
attention onthe widerange o
whitewater availableonthe Moose
River during the October paddling

Duringthefinal four

weekendsd October, releasesfromup -
stream reservoirs provideswater levels
suitablefor whitewater recreationon
three separate sectionsof the Moose i
River. The"MiddleMoose' offerseight
milesdf classII-III rapidsthat are suit-
able for novice boaters,the"Lower .
Moo= provides11
milesd class34ac-
tion appropriatefor .

strong intermediate

paddlers,whilethe
_"BottomMoose"
has bhong lbeen con-
sidered ane of the

premlber snpert
| _runsintheeast-
ern [Fnited
Stabes.

"TheMoosein
“October e
iremendous
whitewater
gt ibyn
that has
long been
over:

lesnlced, =

Hodl &aid
"TheBottom
Moose has deservedly re-
_celved most of the attention, but there's:
really whitewnaber for every ability level
all located within a 25-mile stretch of
river, We expect o atiract paddlers of all
skilis and experience to the festival ™

For {nformation regarding the Bot-
tom Moose Race or the Moose Eiver Fes-
tival, Koll can be contacted a1 (315) 475
7498 dasd, (315) B52-ERST evenings, or E-
mailed at CEoll1234@A 0L com.

the Gauley event—only con-

inent
Wyoming Kayaker
Dies on River

Gordon Graham of Rock Springs,
Wyomingdied i n akayaking accident on
Montana's East Rosebud River on June
25,1995. Grahamwasa member of AWA
and a past president o the Bittercreek
Whitewater A ssociation.

A trust fund has been established for
theeducation o hisdaughter, Bailey.
Contributionsmay besent toBailey Gra-
ham Educational Trust, c/o Keith Hays,
Rodk Springs National Bank, PO. Box
B&) Rock Springs, Wyoming 82902.

Ohiopyle
Triathlon
TheOhiopyleStewart Volunteer Fire
Company has scheduledthefirst annual
8X4X4 Triathlon for September16,1995.
Theracewill includea eight mile bike
rideon the Yough River Trail, afour
mile canoe/kayak segment onthe Middle
Yough (Classl-11) and afour milerun
Theentry feewill be$15before Sep-
tember 2and $0 after that date. Registra
tionthe morning of the race will be held
from 89at thefirehall. Al entrantswill
receiveT-shirts. Theracewill belimited
to 250 participants. A portion of the pro-
ceedswill be usedfor the Fire Company
Truck Fund. Thisfire company serves
the park and the surroundi ng commu-
nity, apopular whitewater mecca.
Theracewill beginat10am. witha
staggered start at theentrancetothe
Yough River Trail in Ohiopyle. Awards
will gotothetop maleand femalefin
isher, topthreeteam finishersand tothe
top maleand femalefinishersin thefol-
lowing age groups:; 14 and under, 1519,
20-29, 30-39, 40-49 and 60 and up. Awards
will al'sogotothefastest threefiremen
who enter. Equipment rentalswill be
availableby prior arrangement.
For additional information please

contact the Ohiopyle Stewart Fire Co,
PO. Box 62, Ohiopyle, PA 1470.
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SUMMARY OF THE AWA FIVE-YEAR

STRATEGIC PLAN

THE NEED FOR A STRATEGIC PLAN:
A VISION FOR AWA

Thereisonly onenational or gani zation dedicated exclusivelytothe
conservation, restoration, and enjoyment of whitewater rivers— the
AmericanWhitewater Affiliation (ANA). The Affiliation wasfoundedin
1955t0 address the needs of the community of people throughout the
United Sates who enjoyand value whitewater rivers, to providea means
for themto communicate with oneanother ona nationwidebasis, and to
serveasa national advocatefor whitewater sports.

Thisis a summary of the American Whitewater Affiliation’s New 5-year
strategic plan; a planthat will guide growth, developmentand operation
of the organi zation through the year 2000.

Clark’s Fork

Facky Crom’n

CLARKS FORK OF Th€ yeELLOwWSTOME

(T-shirt front— with three color block print)

FIGHT FOR SACRED WATERS

April 30, 1995
Rie Aleach, Viee President, AWA
Pope Barrote, Corservation and Aooess Commiiites Chalr, AWA

ALL PROCEEDS
go to fighting this mine
and preservingthe

of the Yellowstone

(See article in conservation

section of this issue.)

Artwork donatcd by

T-Shirts donatcd by patagonia

B ST OP THE Nrw WorLD GoLD MINE
— Buy THIs T -SHIRT

Send chccks/moncg orders only, to: Headwaters Faclc”ing Association

" O.Box6028 Bozeman, Montana 59771
lncluclc your shipping address and size = M, Lor XL

OUR MISSION
Based on thisvision, the AWA Board
o Directorsadopted thefollowingmis

I sion statement: " To conserve and restore
i Americas whitewater resourcesand to

| enhance opportunitiesto enjoy them

| safely.”

Inthespring of 1994, the Board em-

| barked onthetask of writing astrategic
| plan to servethis missionthrough the

| end of this century. The plan addresses

| goasand strategiesfor whitewater river

conservation, river access, safety, and

(includes shipping)

"
FIGHT FOR SACRED WATERS

(T-shirt back)
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specia events. The Board approved the
planon March 23, 1995,

Since 1990 AWA hasemployed profes
sional staff, which now includesan Ex-
ecutive Director, a Conservation Pro-
gram Director and a River Access Coordi-
nator, together with part-time persons
workingon publicationsand clerica
tasks. A strategic plan isneededto de
velop consensuson adirectionfor theor-
ganizationand %;uide staff in doing
projectstofulfill the AWA mission. AWA
still reliesheavily onlocal volunteers
(suchasour regional coordinators),
many o whom have a broad range of ex-
perienceand knowledge about
whitewater riversand recreation, but the
work of the organization hasexpanded
far beyond the capacity of volunteers
alone.

Thefollowi g?four sub-plans, together
withtheinternal organizational develop-
ment plan to be completed this summer,
constitutethe overall AWA strategic plan
for 1995, through the year 2000.

WHITEWATER
CONSERVATION

Goal: Torestore and protect
whitewater rivers.

Projects:

- Participateinall key Federa Energy
Regul atory Commission(FERC) licensing
and relicensing actions that affect
whitewater riversin order to advocate
protectionand enhancement of
whitewater opportunities. Thisincludes
restoring recreation to formerly dry riv-
ers, securing better recreational flows,
guaranteeing free publicaccessand im-
provingawareness o the publicvaluesat
stake at hydroel ectric projects.

* Oppose usingfederal fundsfor the
destruction or diversion of whitewater
rivers.

« Support |l egislation to permanently
protect whitewater rivers. Thiswill in-
volveclose networking with other
groups, publicity in American
Whitewater, Internet newsgroupsand
web sites, press rel eases, | etter writing
campaigns, submitting testimony and di-
rect lobbying.

» Devdopand use awider variety of
toolsto protect rivers. Thesewill include:
legal action, improvedstateriver protec-
tion programs, wider use of the 2(a)(ii)
process,and the use of federal lawsother
than the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

« Developand makeavailable techni-
cal information to individualsand groups

regarding the economicsaf whitewater
recreation and hydropower.

« Start new statewideriver conserva
tion groups.

« Build a stronger commitmentto
river conservationwithin the
whitewater community.

RIVER ACCESS

Goal: Toensurethat
whitewater recreation and
riversarefreefrom threatsor
restrictionsto river access.

Projects:

» Seek changesin federal and state
policiesand rulesthat restrict river ac-
cessby boaters.

» Assureaccessat newly licensed or
relicensed hydro projectson whitewater
rivers.

« Purchase, lease, or license(aloneor
in cooperationwith land trusts and other
groups) key streamsideland parcels.

» Press publicagenciesto acquire, on
awillingseller basisor by exchange, le-
gd accessand parking areasfor recre-
ational river users.

« Seek improvementsin state land-
owner liability laws.

« Promote a philosophy of taking re-
sponsibility for one's own safety within
the whitewater boatingcommunity, out-
door recreation in general, and thelegal
framework which governsour actions.

« Helpin negotiationswithlandown-
ersto get permissionfor non-commercia
boatersto crosstheir landsto access
whitewater streams.

« Seek to securethelegal right of pas
sage by recreational boaterson
whitewater rivers.

WHITEWATER SAFETY

Goal: To increase whitewater
safety awarenessand ills.

Projects.

« Promote and distribute AWA's
Whitewater Safety Code

« Improvereporting of whitewater re-
lated accidentsto adesignated central co-
ordinator.

« Promotea philosophy of responsibil-
ity for onesown actions.

« Distribute Whitewater Safety Flash
Cards.

« Promoteawareness and educationto
improveriver safety.

« Revisethe Whitewater Classification
System.

WHITEWATER
PROMOTION

Goals. Toestablisha
calendar of AWA-insured and
spoonsored eventsthat is
geographically diverse and
accomplishes other objectives
set forth above; to celebrate
America'swhitewater

resour cesand foster paddler
gatheringsfor fun, enjoying
whitewater resour ces and,
occasonally, having friendly
competition; to providea
forum for education on
current local and national
whitewater issues; to create
alliances between AWA and
other conservation groups, to
heighten national and regional
awareness of AWA's activities,
to generateincome for AWA's
conservation and access
programs; and to increase
AWA member ship.

Projects:

« Continuesponsoring whitewater ro-
deos.

« Improveexistingfestivalsand estab
lish new ones.

« Initiate additional expert level races.

« Encourageother events.

» Becomethefocal pointfor
whitewater information on the"informa
tion superhighway."

« Distribute the AWA Slide Show and
Promotional Video.

HOW CAN YOU HELP

Additional detailson stepsto imple
ment these projects, including milestones
and duedates, are containedin the stra-
tegicplan. If you would likea copy o the
entire document,or even better, if you
would be willingto help work on oneof
these projectsor makeadonation to
implement the plan, pleasewriteto AWA
President RisaCallaway or AWA Execu-
tive Director PhyllisHorowitz at PO.
Box 85, Phoenicia, NY 12464,
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Rodeo Roundup

by R sa Callaway

Rodeo Seasoniswindingdown, andit
isevident that the sport of Freestyle Pad-
dling hasgrown, to the extent that orga:
nizers, competitorsand sponsorsare ex-
cited, anxious, curiousand frustrated
with the prospect of decidingwherewe
need to go next.

THE GOOD NEWS Eventslikethe
Ocoee Rode, the Potomac Whitewater
Festival, and the CoosaRodeoareraising
thousands and thousands of dollarsfor
conservation. Attendanceisup, local
support isstrong. If the organizerscan

row their succession-planning skills,
ongevity islikely.

The Not-So-Good News: Therearelots
of eventswhichareall run abit differ-
ently. Expectations by sponsorsand or-
ganizersarestill at slightly different lev-
€ls. Ground rulesareinorder, but every-
oneishesitant to try to homogenizethe
events. Thereare afew paddlers out
there who are aspiring to becomefamous
and wealthy (well, perhapsat least oneof =
thetwo) from paddlingin rodeos. Some
event organizersare sayingthey don't
want to grow or be part of the'circuit' if
it meansthere are rules, regulations, re-
quirements, etc. for their inclusion.

This August, at theannual meeting of
the National Organization of Whitewater
Rodeos, acommittee of AWA, such topics
will bediscussed. Wewill chart of the
pathfor next year and perhaps yearsout.
Onethingiscertain - every onedf the
group of organizersand sponsorsisa
boater who understandsthe spiritin
which the NOWR has been devel oped.
The next stepswill betaken for the ben-
efit of the paddling community.

NOWR MISSION
STATEMENT

The National Organization of
Whitewater Rodeosexists tofacilitate
whitewater rodeo eventsin North
America. A whitewater rodeoisafun,
friendly, gathering of paddlers and com-
munities enga%ed inanevent which
showcases awhitewater skills competi-
tion. Theevent shall promoteriver and
water resource protection and access,
and publicize both current issues and re-
| ated organizations.

BLUEGRASS MUSIC
v

VIDEOS
v

FOOD
v

FUN

OCTOBER 14,
1994
HAYS,
VIRGINIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION,
CONTACT (502) 227-8167

e YT Y —
Take the Wild Ride!

The highly entertaining, yet instructional video of the world's best
rodeo kayakers at the Rodeo Worlds. See them land big air back in
the hole, and hear them explain how to learn the moves. See what
else lurks in the brains of career playboaters. 52 Minutes. $29.95

'My husband borrowed this tape from a friend, and after 5 days of watching it, he had
to returnit. But he got depressed, and went into withdrawal.
So | needed to buy him one. “- Eileen Butchkowski, Petersburg, PA
“If you are a whitewater buff, "Wild Ride" belongs in your library" - Paddler
"Rad stuff for the whitewater junkie, but you can actually learn something" - Canoe

The Kayaker 's Edge This fast paced instructional video

unlocks the secrets behind basic and advanced stroke techniques,

smooth surfing and sidesurfing, rolling and bracing. 58 min. $29.95
"The best general instruction video on the market" - Outside

Solo Playboating! Inspiring instructional video packed with

information for open canoeists. Strokes, rolling, and more. $29.95
"Entertaining...super job of presenting technical points. Nicely paced...fun to watch.”
-Charlie Walbridge, Wildwater Designs

Performance Sea Kayaking... the basics andbeyond 59 minutes $29.95 NEW
The C-7 Challenge Fun, instructional video for decked C-1 paddlers. 24 min. $19.95
The Citizen Racers Workshop All the basics of whitewater slalom for the curious
paddler or beginner racer. Learn about Olympic Slalom! 18 minutes. $19.95

Available from most stores and catalogs, OR send tape price plus $4.00 shipping to:
Performance Video & Instruction, 550 Riverbend, Durango, CO 81301

970)259-1361 970)259-4148 fax
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Evelynsat inthe greenlight o the Timberlinetent groaningas she pulled her wetsuit up each leg. Her
sleeping bag, bunchedin the corner, looked cushy and inviting."'Ugh, wet neoprene,” she muttered
asthethick el asticfabric bucked and rolled. Her broad white thighs spilled over her hands
like bread dough.
"Whitewater isnot asport for middleaged women," sheinformeda
- : — eI W SEIEE]y acrossthe roof of thetent. "'l feel like asau-
T —=.___sape in this thing ~
——— But once she had stretched the wetsuit up over her
e ey hipsand belly and fastened the Ve cro
o tabsover each shoulder, shefelt
’ fifteen pounds slimmer. %
even. Maybethat's why |
this, shethought, just to
wear the clothes. Shehad a
suddenimaged water pil-
ing up against the gray gran-
ite rocksust below Cucum-
ber Run. Shelet out her
r breath and stood up.
! _ y "Aren't you ready yet?"
3 Gregcalled. Of course, he was
’ ready. Shecouldstill feel hisribs,
at 45, and theropy musclesin his
calves. The man wasdisgustinglyfit. But
he was cute, tucked neatly into hisown neo-
- prenecasing, hislongtoesstickingout of hisriver
I sandals. Shethought of circlingthosetoeswith her fin-
il e —— gers, running her hand along theridged hiscalf. Maybe

later. If she wasstill in onepiece.
by Sondra Willobee

i

Evelynfdt her ears pop asthey drovedownintotheriver val-
Ie[\;. Dropsglistenedon the pineand hemlock treeslining the gorge, the
trunks black and water-stained. The parki rz? lot above the put-in wasa ready
nearly full, canoesand kayaksand duckiesand paddlesand litevestsand hel mets
were strewn acrossthe slopinglawn. A young woman i n a purplewetsuit shouldered
her kayak - with ease- and strodeacrossthe road. Then she wasall nonchal ance, chat-
ting with the park official handingout boating permits. She was maybe, twenty-two,
blondand dlim. I hateyou, Evelyn thought.
Y esterday had been thetraining run on the middle section of the Y oughiogheny,
an easy classlI. Two-foot Iedﬁesi nterspersed with long poolswhere she could pal-
ish her forward stroke. Still, while trying to side-surf a hole, she had flipped.
Struggling to hold the Impulse by the bow painter and shore, she had comeup
from the water to Greg's broad grin.
"Need some help?* She stuck out her tongueat him. But after theK
pulled the boat ashore and dumped it, they poured hot coffee out of the
stainlesssteel thermosand split the Hershey bar, square by square. She
tasted chocolatewhen she kissed him, m-m-m-m. Back in the canoe, fas-
tening thethighstrapsand straddling thefoam saddle, shefelt her
thighs pressingagainst the wetsuit, strong andfull.
But today's stretch, the Loop, was harder, big water, cross-
currentsthat would spin and fl iPyou inan instant. Evelynfeared Cu
cumber Rapidsthe most, a tumultuous drop squeezed between large
boulders. The guidebook sai d swimming Cucumber must belike getting
flushed down atoilet. Shedidn't want to swim.
But Greg said Entranceand Railroad Rapidswere actually
thetrickiest to run. Witheach rock pilethe current accelerated, you took
on moreand more water until you were pushed towardthelast drop, dosh
ing, gunwalestipping, then havingto avoid thefierceturbulenced a boat-eat-
ing hole. She had never donethe Loop solo before. She plannedto eddy hopand

hope.
Why am | doingthis? Sheslungon her lifevest and tightenedher glasses strap.
Who knows?
~ Gregwascheckingthe pressurein hisair bags, |etting alittle out through the
clear plasticnozzle. ™Y ou might want to check yours," he said. "Wouldn't want them to burst

inthesun.”
"Already did," Evelyn said shortly. Men—aways haveto give advice! Swest trickled
down her wetsuit. It was hot for early May. " on, let'sgo,” shesad.
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"Do you need hel p with your boat?'
Gregasked.

"No."

Theroar of the twenty-foot Ohiopyle
Fallsjust upriver pressed against them
asthey lurched downthegravel incline
withtheir boatsbalanced on their shoul-
ders. Mist spilled downstream and
beaded on her face. Thosefalls had
stopped George Washington, during the
French-Indian War when he waslooking
for asupply routeto Pittsburgh. Downt
stream, therewas a short spaced
flatwater, then she could seethe current
pick up speed asit headed toward
Sugarloaf, a house-sizedrock.

Shefeltapull of fear in her bely.
"Oh, wdll," she said aoud, pushing off
with her paddle, " here goes."

Entrance went fast. Frightenedby the
forced thecurrent, Evelyn took the
sneak down theright. " Coward,"” Greg
teased, but shedidn't care. Shedidn't
want to play thewavesor holes. Shejust
wanted to stay upright. The water was
up, brownand swirling fromlast night's
rain. Shesat inan eddy, watchinga
group of kayakstakethe big dropleft of
Sugarloaf rock. A burly, bearded manin
ametallicblueplayboat shouted encour-
agement totheonly womanin their
group. Thewoman kayaker flippedinthe
hole, but rolled up as her comrades
cheered. Evelyn practiced leaning the
boat, right, then | eft, stretching thelong
musclesdown her side. Shefelt stiff, old.

She had not remembered the water
pushingthishard. Shefeltlikeacork
bobbing, aleaf. Sherealized how much
she had awaysrelied on Greg's strength
and judgment when they paddled tan-
dem. Evelynsplashed her glasseswith
water — they werefoggingup fromthe
heat of her face. But Gregwasalready
lining up for the next rapids, wavingto
her from bdow. *Comeon!™

Cucumber. The current kept pushing,
pushing her right toward the outsided
the bend when she knew she neededto
getleft for thedrop. Draw. Draw. Her
armsfet limp, ineffectual . But somehow,
she got right and then, bloop, she was
riding the tongue, down the brown water,
down into the standing waves b ow that
turned her sidewaysand squirted her
intotheeddy by shore.”I didit!" she
whooped.

Gregwasout inthecurrent, surfing
the bigwave. She bailedthe water from
her boat and washed her glassesagain.
Shewastootired to get back into the cur-
rent to test her strength against the
waves. Easy doesit, shethought,and I'll
survive.

"Hey, girl, good going." Greg pulled
up beside her and shook thewater off his
face. Shetook adeepbreath, watching
him rub his hand acrosshislips. She

no.ION
Kayaks

Experience the
Sensation!

E

=

———

i

f:ﬁi‘il""' :

Hurricane paddling
isa full body experience. For a free Prijon catolog
You and the boat become call or write:

s ____WILDWASSER SPORT USA
one, exposing the river's — PO, Box 4611
potential. Experience the Boukder €O 80306
sensation yourself,

HL.fo SIT.

5- Panel Construction ¢ Ergonomically Designed to Fit Amphibians
in Paddlina Position * 4-way Stretch Nylon |1
e Long Legs Prevent Thigh Chaffe
PO, Box 1363 « Bend + OF 57708  On chech ful your local padelie ilses
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1993: The REAKTOR, PROWLER, CULPRIT, AND FATBOY,

Don'tforget the Souhegan and AD/DC! They are great for
week-end paddiing. Step into the light weight world of
Mliitrook Boats, with over 20 cance designa to chocse from
We have something for everyons!

Esch cance is cusiom made. All models are made of Keviarraphie construction,
Prices range from $700-$900. Cail or write for 8 catslogue. They are FREE!

John Kazimierczyk, Millbrook Boats
49 Lufkin Road, Weare, NH 03281 (603) 5293919

r\..'n m1m;u Sl i il CRVITAL ATVIE, OO ORADD

I ;j.' rad
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rocked forward and back in the boat. "My
glassesarereally fogging up,” shesaid. "l
can't keepthem clear.”

"They sell a defogger you can treat
them with," hesaid.

"Lot of good that does me down here,"
shelaughed.

At Came and WalrusRapids, she
madethestraight shot river right over
all four ledgesand avoidedthe rock heap
at the bottom.

Shewet her glasseswith her tongue.
She went straight through Eddy Turn, de-
clining the chanceto zig-zag down the
right side. By thetimeshe got to
Dartmouth, the second-to-lastrapids, she
could hardly see.

Smash! She broachedon arock. The
river swept along powerfully on either
side of her. Sheleaned downstreamand
let the current lift her free. Catchingan
eddy, Evelyndipped her glassesin the
water. She watched Greg pivot cleanly
into a micro-eddy below arock inthe
middleof the stream. Helooked good. Im-
patient with her own caution, she peered
through the very bottom of her glasses
and she took off for Railroad Rapids with-
out a word.

It wasstupid. Shedidn't know where
shewas going. She couldn't remember
wherethe guidebook had said to go. As
she saw therailroad trestle high above
theriver, theroar fromthe water hit her
and she wasright at the top of the drop.
She couldn't see anything but a horizon
ling, right infront of her. She planted her
paddle deeply and pulledright, asaman
sittingon shoreyelled," Go left, go left!™
Then she wasover the drop and the wave
hit her. Shewasunder water inanin-
stant.

Her head popped up and there was
thered underside of the boat and her
paddlein her hand and the water churn-
Ing all around her. Shit! Shewasin
Charlie's Washing Machine, the biggest,
nastiest holein theriver. She had even
aimedforit. Al she could see wasfoam-
ing whitewater.

Her shin scraped arock. A kayaker
pulled alongsideand she grabbed the tow
loop of the boat, kicking toward the big
rocks by shore. She humped herself onto
arock likeasealion, water streaming
fromunder her helmet over her faceand
down her back.

Shestretched out, panting. Another
kayaker wassittingin an eddy beowina
battered green squirt boat with duct tape
on the bow. He raised one eyebrow, smil-
ing. " That wasan adventurous line you
took."”

Downstream she could see Greg pull-
ing her canoetowardthefar shore. She
looked down at her dripping wetsuit. She
couldfed every inch o her skinagainst
theneoprene.

Evelynsmiled back. "Yeah, it was"
shereplied.
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FOOLS

A CALIFORNIA
MISADVENTURE

Kayaking on April Fool's Day prob-
ably g)ortends disaster, but | wasinno

to pay attention to omens. Looking
back, there were many omensthat day...
al o whichwe chosetoignore. My part-
nersin crimewere Jerome, a gerontolo-
gist, and Nathan, an orthopedicsurgeon.
Asthingsturned out, bringingalongmy
own medical team wasappropriate.

| mounded campingand boating gear
onthefrontlawn. They pulledupinan
already overloaded truck. Aswe were
racking thethird boat and shuttle craft
(bike), ospreys calledoverhead.

Strange. I've never seen an osprey at
my house. Thereisnowater nearby. Now
three of themare circling. Weird.

I'd beenworkingall night - at |east
my judgment was clear. Weleft my yard,
wavingtofamily and friends, boundfor
somewhere- destination to be decided.
Whereto boat today ?Thiswasthefirst of
afour day boatingtrip. There were many
choices. The weather had been good - lots
d rain, but now it wassunny and warm.

| mentioned Bluff Creek. Just thena
huge bird, ajuvenilebad eagle, flew past
thetruck. I'd never seen an eaglethere,

by HowieFreiman

amost withintownlimits. Surelyit was
asign. OK. Let'sdo Bluff Creek.

It wasan appropriately named creek
for the day. Jeromehad participatedin
itsfirst descent, several yearsbefore. |
had boated it once. It isabeautiful steep
creek. 1'd been boatingwell lately and
my overconfidencewasup. Thisrun
would keep my interest. Nathan had not
R_een there, sothiswould be" good for

im.

Wearrived at the take-out tofinda
surplus of water cascading down the ter-
minal canyon. No problem! We could
havedriven afew more milesto the
Salmon and had a nicewarm up on class
IV waters. But | wantedthis. We
dropped our bikesinto somethick poison
oak and were off up the dusty logging
road to Bluff Creek's headwaters. Asthe
road angled steeply upwards, ashort,
bearish, shaggy animal ran infront of us.
Noneof us had seen oned these before.
Jerome guessedit wasawolverine. An-
other omen?

We went onward and upward, jolly to
be nearing our destination. A fox stood
intheroad, blocking our route. He
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would not move, even after we stopped
and ydled, just afew feet avay. Nokid-
ding. Jeromethought he must besick.
Thefox finally sauntered off. We contin-
ued on. We did not heed the omen.

It was3o'clock by thetimewed
hiked down the mountain to the stream.
With the water flowingfast at about 1,000
cfs, timewasno problem. | felt great; |
was descendingclassIli and IV rapids,
catchi n? eddiesat will. Jeromeand
Nathanlooked good too. Thenit did get
narrow and fast and powerful and steep.
| saw an eddy | thought | should catchto
look over adrop. It wassmall, backed by
aragged sieveand large ledge.

I'cruised in, but nodice. | was pad-
dlingfuriously but headingsideways
over theledge. Thesievecaught the nose
andtail of my (notfor long) lovely Pirou-
etteS. | washeldfirmly inthe cockpitas
the water rushed downward onto my
legs. My head was out of the water.

Theboat began tofoldabit on either
sidedf the cockpit, hyperextendingmy
legsuncomfortably. It remainedin that
position, horizontal and submerged. |
pulled the sprayskirt but couldn't force

way out of the boat. Then the boat
foldedeven more; now my legswerere-
aly hurting. 1 had fleetingthoughtsdf
seriousinjury and death. Then the boat
brokelooseand | fell out into the holeat
the bottom of theledge.

The swimwas harrowing, and
seemed potentially lethal. Nathan boated
beside me, but with the gradient and
power of the water, couldn't fish meout.

I bounced into rocksand through holes.
After toolong (perhapsaquarter mile),
adrenaline poweredkickssurfed me
acrossawaveand intoan eddy. Nathan
saw | was out and took off after my boat
and paddle. Jerome pulledupas| was
testing my Ie]qs

Hesaid | looked gray. My right leg
hurt. After afew minutes| could bear
weight, though. | told Jeromethat | was
climbingout of the canyon Heleftto
catch Nathan.

Theclimb wassteepanddow. | had
tonegotiatealargeslide and crossthe
gorgedf asidestream. My injured |
wasclumsy. But | wasvery happy to
dive. Finally, | reached the bikesat the
take-out. Oopd Why werethey dl still
there? Werethe othersstill ontheriver?

Therewasan hour of light left and
thiswould bea moonlessnight in that
forest. Then Nathan paddied up.

"What took solong?"

"' Jerome dislocated hisshoulder. | re-

i ducedit. He's waking out too. We have

your boat, Howie. Itsalittle creasedin
the middle but otherwise OK."

Nathan peddled off up the mountain
togetthetruck. | went to meet Jerome. |
had been with Jeromea year beforewhen
afall fromabicyclehad fractured the
sameshoulder he had just dislocated.
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Thatin eei< ry had kept himfrom kayaking
for weeks. Thisrecurrent injury
wouldn't begood. |, myself, waslimping
and bleedingfrom aholeinthe
hematoma on thefront of my lower leg.
But wherewas Jerome? Certainly
not wherel expected. | hunted around,
followingsomefootprintsasthelight
grew dim. Then, fromfar off, | heard
Jerome's whistle. He, too, had been
forcedto climbout of the canyon. A cliff

had blocked his progressalong the

stream. He carried hisemergency bag,

but our two boatswere still In the can-
on.

Y We huddled around afire asthe tem-
eraturedr Hetold me how he got
urt Heh pedmaserl%d nasty

hydraulics. He ad rolled quickly to Pre

parefor the next monster. But hisroll
didn't stop - he went 360 and found him-
df upsidedown again. Was hispaddle
broken? Jeromerolled again. Hestayed
up. The paddle was not broken. But his

We bave what you're
lookingf o 7..

Whatever it is, you'll find it in our 88-page color catal og,
which isthe biggest and most comprehensive
in the whitewater business.

We are Whitewater Raft specialists,
but we're also paddlers, and we carry the best names
in the business. Cal or write for your copy of
THE Whitewater Catalog
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shoulder was deformed.

S asthestars revolved above, we
taI ked, chewed on " gourmet” moldy old

%/from Jerome's bag, and considered

athan'ssituation. Weweresurethat if
Nathan had taken the straight bikeroute
tothetruck, he would be back. Jerome
decidedtolook for him on hisbike.

Nathanrelated hisadventurelater.
Becauseof the darkness, hewasforcedto
dismount amileand ahalf up the moun-
tain. Hedevelopedseverecrampsin his
legmuscles. Hestopped and dozedfor a
time before he continuedthe ascent.
That's when he heard the bloodcurdling
shriek. Hereasonably concludedthat he
was beingstalked by amountain lion.
Wed seen alargeonenot far away the
previoussummer.

Caveman Nathan continued onward,
now brandishing a makeshift club and
several pocketsfull of rocks. He thought
he had passed familiar landmarksin the
inky night, but then discovered he wasa
"little" lost on adead end logging road.
He backtrackedsevera milestoaforkin
theroad andfoundthetruck. Ashe
started driving he met Jerome. Jerome's
bikelight batteries had given out and he
waswalking. Fortunately they hadn't
missedeach other in the maze of logging
roadson that dark mountain.

| wasreally pleasedto see them back
at thetake-outat 1am.! Therm-A-Rests,
s eepi ngbags, warm, dry clothes, Nt-
vanal

Thenext day was dedicatedto equip-
ment rescue. Nathan had emerged un-
scathed, but Jerome couldn't boat. The
climbinto the canyon would be hard for
me, since I'd hurt my leg. Sowedecided
Nathan would climbtotheriver. He
couldfit into Jerome's boat and paddleit.
Hed put a cockpit cover on my boat and
nudgeit downstreamahead of him.

Apparently my empty boat pinned
several times. It took most of the day for
Nathanto pry it out of Bluff Creek. By
the time he reached the take-out my
kayak wasself-bailing-there werelarge
holesinit's bow.

| learned a number of lessons about
kayakingon April Fool's Day and about
steep creeksand highwater. And about
starting a vacationon easier runs... to

» warmup. And about bringing enough

safety equi Pment and about staying
W|th| nmy limits

Asa consequenced our experience
on Bluff Creek | appreciate more deeply
how wonderful it istobealive. I'm con
centratingmoreonliving for the mo-
ment, payingattention.

Itis pril sixth now. I've beguntore-
assessmy life, making new connections
to myfamnyandfnendsand myself.

And 1 amlookingforwardtofurther
?rowth and to moresafe kayaking in the
uture
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onmy favoriteriver, oneeveningnear
dusk. Theriver runsleft around arock
and goesover ashort drop into a pool.
Well, the turn goes OK, and I'm all lined
upfor thedot, startin’ to think about a
few coldones, whendl of asuddenI'm
over. | set up, roll, and ped intothe
eddy. I'm wipingthe water from my face
whenthisvoicesays, "Niceroll." Right
thereintheeddyisthisguyinacC-1.

Now I'm not real prejudiced, but he'sthe
weirdest lookin’ paddler I've ever seen.

He hason thislong white gown in-
stead of afarmer john, and there's this
bigbulgein the back o hisPFD, like he
was humpbackedor something. |
couldn't rightly tell about his helmet; the
air just seemedto glow upthere. And
|ashed down to hisspare paddie holder is
thisbiglong shiny gold horn. I'm careful
about who paddlewith, and this guy
lookslike he'sfrom Cdlifornia

"Thanks," | say. Better keepit casual
and quick. "Pleng/of water thisyear."

"By Hisprovidence." Hesounds
enthusiastic. | figurel'll ferry out
intothe current, pretendtolet it
blow medowntothenexteddy
wherel can't get back up, and then
wave goodbye. The water
catchesmy nose, spinsit
around, and | grab somewater
withaduffek. Al of asudden
it spits me back into the ]
same eddy. ;

"Don't beinsucha
hurry, my son. | have much
totell you. Youmay cal me
Gabridl."
q II(ai n'thabout to Ca'lgaltlhi?‘

ork anything, especiallyi
he keeps callingme son. Ex-
cept maybe...

""Careful, now. Tisun-
seemly tothink profandy."

"Sorry, Gabe" I'll just humor
him a bit,-especiallysince # lookslike
| could bein thiseddy awhile.

"My son, Hewantsto give you ames
sage. He wantsyou to spread that mes
sagetoall paddlers.”

I'm not sure | understand all this, but
it makes meuncomfortable. A funny

fedling, like when you missyour third try

at aroll andthere's no moreair. Suspi-
cious, | ask, "What m I

"That my chosen peopleshould not
abusetheir rivers, fill themwith trash,
dump sewagein them, pumpintoxic
chemicals,dam upitsflow and kill its

life." Heéswarmingto hissubject. "Why,
Hewill not tolerate it any longer! It's just |

unconscionable! Y ou're supposedto be
stewards, good stewards! How can
you....” _ .
"Waitaminute, Gabe" | interrupt.
"I'm alittledow on the uptake. Let me
takethisdown."

"I've got a better idea. 1'll show
ou." Thenhewhipsout that gold horn
romitsclipandtootsanote.
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All of asudden, we're floatin’ down
the Cheat, over in the Ohiobasin. The
rocksareall orange, there's soapsudson
thewater, the eddiesarefilled with plas-
ticmilk jugs, Styrofoamand beer cans,
and the bankslook like acemeteryfor
used cars. We eddy behinda's7 Ply-_

“Liook at this mess!™ says Gabs. I'm
Iookin.

"Sobd Every blessedone! Heshould
twrn them lnto pillars of saly”

i seemy vponing:“Thw fruitsof
mercy, Gabe, and all that, Love thy
nelghbor.™

Helooksover at me, sheepish.

"Sorry. | da get carried away some-
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The BEAM BAG is a "glove box for your
kayak, it holds those necessities at your
fingertips. The PILLAR POCKET mounts

your drink of choice within reach.

| PO. Box 1363 e Bend = [Ifi

times, but | can't helpit. Thiswa-

ter - nofish can possiblylivein

it. Why, look at your paddle; the

plastic's starting to dissolvefrom

the acid minedrainage."

He'sright, and just

about then | feel water leakinginto
W1 thebottomd my plasticboat. Prob

ably meltingaway too. "OK, Gabe,
I'm hip. Just get meout of this goo."
He picks up the trumpet and blasts
again. Thistimewere downonthe
lower Colorado, with the tamarisk and
the mosquitoes.

"Look at theseswamps. Oncethey
werenurseriesfor Hisfish, wintering
groundsfor Hisbirds." Gabelooks

positively bucolic. "And you want to
drainittowater thedesert! Rll itin,
channel it, build condos, and race up
and downit in stinkpot power pigd"

| slapat my arm. Four littleskeeter
bodies, one bloodly.

"Hey!" says Gabe. "Hemadeall crea-
tures, great and small." A thousand
moreinsane kamikaze mosquitoesdrone
infor thekill. Onegetshimon the back

of the neck.

—

i"l' b ol
-.....:-.‘;*'-(;ﬁ £ L
Fad iy
T gy
. . ':??m-r*f

r kayak to put

L)

American Whitewater v September/October 1995



"Ow, dammit!”

| chuckle. "Guessyou're only hu-
man, eh, Gabe?"

Hefrowns, haulsout hishorn and
puckersup.

Thistimewere onthe Stan, outin
Cadlifornia,and intheaction upto our e-
bows I'm pretty good at thisstuff,and
I'm lookin’ forward to seeingol’ Gabein
somereal water. | topa waveand look
downintoasmall hole, no bigger'ntwo
or threehousetrailers. Gabe'sdown
there, surfin’ on his dff side. Heseesme
coming, shifts his weight and pops up.
He grabsthetop of theholewithhis
pai?jleas he by, and pirouettesin
mid-air. Not badfor an amateur, but I've
seen better. Just can't seemto remember
who, but it'll cometo me.

All o asuddenit endsand we're
floatingon alake.

"Wataminute," | say, "Weve got
milesmore d this whitewater ahead of
us. What happenedtoit all?"

"Had, my son, had. They dammedit
up. For water storageand flood control
and power generationand thelike."

"But they can't dothat! They need
environmental impact statements, per-
mits, citizeninput meetingsand stuff!”

THE MESSAGE

lenniait'll silt up entirely and we'll have
anice waterfall over thedam. Kindasce-
nic, I'd say."

"Comeon, Gabe, cut thesarcasm. |
know you don't likethisany better than
me. Can’t we do something? Pray for an
earthquake? Hijack ajet and bombit? A
miracle? Isn't that abit morein your
line?'

“I could recommend one, but I won’t.
Yaou people didit, soit's up toyou to undo
it. That'sthe messagel want you to
spread. Writeletters. Visit
Congresspersons. Cleanup ariver. Stay
home one weekend and donate your gas
money. But get off your ethafoam
blocksand do it!"

Thehornagain. Thistimewere
floating downafast current. Rock
cliffs on either side. It all looks !
vaguely familiar. Gabe's ahead by \
ten azards. Hetakesdff hisPFD and '
shakesout these bigthingswherehis
humpwas. Feathersfly. All of asud-
denit hitsmewherel am. Thetourists
upontheoverlook are all pointin’
their cameras; it soundslikea
pressconference. 2

Gabeturnstome. "Kespthe
faith, son. Spreadthe word. Hes '

-

and soars upward, C-1 and all. | reach
fhe lip, paddlinghard, hyperventilating
inthe eveningsun. Notimeto panic
now. Remember, noone's ever

killed running Great Fallsd the
Potomac. Lean back, paddieover the
head.

Over. Faling. Darkness.

I roll up. I'msittingin theeddy, the
onewherel first met Gabe. Water inthe
sinuses, ears pluggedup. Itall seemslike
adream. Couldn't bereal, noway. Just
hallucinating,asusual. Gotta start lay-
ing off those malt beverages, addlesthe
brain. Imagine, me, a grown man, talk-

ing to somebody like Gabe! There'sonIP/
onethi nagbto do: paddle, paddlehard til
| forget about such nonsense. | ped
into the current andfire downstream.
By thetakeoutit's all behind
me, mostly forgotten, aweird faint
memory, aslip o theneurons.
Maybe, just maybe, I'm not insaneaf-
- ter dl. | beachthe kayak, wedgemy-
df out o it, stretch, and pull off my

A singlewhitefeather, dry, falls
— out, catchestheevenin
= breeze. and driftsout
over thedarkening

"lt'sdone. A nicesterilelakefilling

countingon you."
up withmud and garbage. In afew mil-

N river.
He reachesthebrink, flapsonce * 7

MOIAWK’S NEW SAEDTE 77 THIGIH RETAINERS

Mohawk has a new foam saddle with integrated quick release thigh retainer and
knee wedges. It holds you comfortable and firmly in place and is adjustable so it
will fit practicaly anyone.

"' So guick and easy 10 getin and our of: Nothigh strapsto messwithand ir holds me firm-
Jyin place, yet it @ very comforrable.” (Jeff Richards - Steep creeker, winner 1992
Ocoee Rodeo & Winner 1994 short boat class Dixie Division (slalom races).

"I've used a Mohawk thigh retainer on big watzer in Costa Rica, the Upper Yough and
Seep Crecksand it’s just great. \XiSextremely comfortabic and holds you fighily in the hoat.
1t firs anyone, iseasy in and oz, and last but not least, p#// on one strap that is practical-
7y in your lap and it rdeasesboth legsat once Theszudents in my canoerolling c/asses just
loveit". (Mike Aronoff - ACA Instructor. Washinnton DC area.)

“Mohawk’s new rthigh
retamner 1s great! Really
holds you 7 the boat, yet ©0
quick and easy to get 12 and
out o |t quickly adjusts t0
fit all sizes of our students.
The pull-one-strap rdease &
for both legs is the easresr =
rdeae|'ve ssn and # sure |

S HIGH RETAINER . NEW FOR 95

Mohawk's new and revolutionary THIGH RETAINER takes
the place of thigh straps or saddles with built-in thigh retainers.
Thisinnovative thigh retainer holds its shape so the paddler eas-
ily slipsinto " paddling position" without readjustment or having
the hassle of getting into thigh straps.

This new system quickly and easily adjusts, with a stainless
steel cam buckle, to fit any size paddler. By pulling on a single
strap, located just forward of your lap, both legs are released at

once for aquick exit. T hefour inch width of the unit and itsthick ~ zs  confortable. (Bob
micro cell foam give very comfortable and firm support to your ~ Latham - Longtime ACA
thighs and hold you firmly in the boat with very little knee lift. ~ Trainer).
This unit will retro fit most foam saddles and pedestals.
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Murphy’s Law

of Whitewater Paddling.

Compiled by Duke Wavewalker,
Master of Disaster a.k.a. Steven
Coumoyer

Inthetrialsand tribulations of every-
day lifein the modern, high-speed world,
aday doesn't go by when, In either the
home, workplaceor both, wefind our-
selvesthinkingabout Murphy's Law. The
most common postulateis”If anything
can gowrong, it will." True. Very true.

But it doesn't end when weload up the
shuttlevehicleon Friday night and take
to the roads with someliquid destination
ahead. Goodol’ Murphyisright along
with us. Did you actually think he'd stay
home?Cf coursenot. Murphy's Law
seemslike it wasinventedfor the
whitewater world.

No paddler who's spent any timerun-
ningriversisimmune."01' Murphy"is
riding shuttle, paddlin' with us, and,
more often than not, following us back to
camp. Over the years, lists have been
formed, basi cally by memory and infa-
mous campfire stories, o postul atesof
Murphy's Law as applied to the sport of
whitewater paddling. Here are afew from
tr|1e I(Djukeand hisbuddiesupin New En-
gland:

1. Youare not the stuntmen in the
video. You aren't Jeff Snyder or Nolan
Whitesdll either.

2. If it looksstupid and works, it isn't
stupid. (Starting campfireswith gasoline
should not cometo mind.)

3. Don't look conspicuous. It draws
cops, rangersand tourists with silly
guestions.

4. Abovealarge drop, otherswill ex-
pect you to probe. Whenin doubt, | et
someone e se probe.

5. Never, ever paddle G2 with anyone
braver than yourself.

6. Neverforget that the materials
you're using were supplied to the manu-
facturer by thelowest bidding vendor.

7. Authorities will always check the
cooler. Customswill check everything,
including you. Wear clean underwear.

8. No planned route down a technical
and steep ClassV survivesthefirst four
movesintact.

9. All five hour damrel easesend two
hours short. And the"Bubble" isat least
one hour ahead of you.

10. Theimportant movesaresimple.

11. Thesimplemovesare hard.

12. Theeasy way hasundercuts.

13. If you're short o everything but
water, you're probablyin floodstage.

14. Noroad trip-ready vehicleisever
totally legal.

14. Themoreseriousthesituation, the

shorter the throwbag falls.

15. Professiond river runnersare pre-
dictable, but theworld isfull of ama
teurs.

16. You will alwaysforget something
at home.

17. If you think you're about to get
hammered, you're absol utely right.

17. If the Appaachian Mountain Club
phonetape (or any AMC member) says
g_'i "aniceleve," pack the mountain

ike.

18. Magnetickey holderswill stay in
placefor about thefirst six miles.

19. Camp math: six peopletimestwo
beerseach equalsi2 cases.

20. Anythingcan and will break, rip,
or leak at the worst possiblemoment.

21. Wet suitsaren't dry.

22. Dry suitsaren't either.

23."A short, easy approach isalways
at least asolid classI plus.

24. Never forget that TV commercias
arejust that.

25. If you haveatoughtime getting
into agorge, you won't get out.

26. Road mapsnever fold back like
new.

27. Your newest "first descent” wasa
weekend | ate.

28. Whenthe going getsweird, the
weird probe, the smart take sweep, and
therest grab cameras.

29. When in doubt, run left of center.
(Oristhat right o center?)

30. If you probe morethan your fair
shared drops, youll have morethan
your fair shared dr(():gsto probe.

31. Anythingyou do can get you
killed, includingdoing nothing.

32."Quick release™ is never quick
enough.

33. Bank scoutingtimedivided by 10

AREA VERDE
EXPEDITIONS

P.©.Box 476
Salida, CO 81201
(719} 539-7102

equalsactual runtime. Thisdoesn't in-
cludetime spent stuck in holes.

34. Good judgment comesfrom experi-
ence.

35. Experience comesfrom bad judg-
ment.

36. "Quick shuttle" isan oxymoron.
Even NASA knowsthis.

37. Sois"flood control." (Doesthe
Corpsknow this?)

38. Covert andiillegd campsitesare
easy tofind. Just ask any ranger.

39. Dinner can be almost anything
that doesn't moveafter it's boiledin the
coffee pot.

40. When you think you're "Bomb-
proof," you're infor abombing.

41. Throwbags tangle peopleon both
endsand anywherein between.

42 Murphy wasarealist, awaysout
g duct tapeand a C-1 paddler with bad

nees.

| *Inflatable Rafts

1385 Justice Rd,
*Boat & Raft Trailers ¢ Alum Rowing Frames

whitewaber prnﬂuﬁ
Central Point OR
e Inflatable Boats * Alum Dry Boxes
= Achilles * Momentum = Sotar

GUATEMALA

"awhitewster paradise in the
heart of the Mayan world."

Rios Cahsbon, Lanquin, Polochic
and newly discovered Rios Panima
& Matanzas, (AYE 94 first descents]

mmmm | /3-5582
Here Locally 15 years
* Alum Camp Kitchens  §
—
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1995 NOWR Events

New River Rodeo
Annl Z9-30

Horth Idaho w'l'limhf Festival
Apnl 28-30

Bob's Hole Rodeo
May 5-7

Lochsa Rodao
May 13-14

Coosa River Whitewator Festival
May 20-21

Big Fork Whitewater Festival
May 20-21

Potomac Whitewater Festival
Juing 3-4

Kananaskis 'I\\‘Mtnmr Festival
May 20-21

Ocoee Rodeo
Jduna-10-11

Fibark/Headwaters Championship
June 15-18

Willow River Paddlefast
Juneg 16-18

Animas River Days
Jung 23-25 -

Payette Whitewater Roundup
July 7-9

American River
Seplamber B-10
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.) Starrk-Moon Kayaks & Gear

Delta, Pa
Af fhe Muddy Creek Gorge
&

I I the Susquehanna River

Over 100 kayaks in stock!!!

All ready for test paddling!

Minutes 0ff interstate 95,
- between

Baltimore & Wilmington

OPEN 7 DAYS
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+.the most successful
..kayak of all times, =
= "~ —claimed a british whitewater

| Sl magazine.So why dont we seeit?
Address in exile [from North Carolina}:
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The newS tratoQuat ! Craya

» Mystical Jungles

e [ndigenous Cultures

® Toucans and Oropendulas

e First Descents. . . with the widest sweet spot -Again tO
EE—— inspirepretenders? Dont worry about it!
You have been told. See it!

In the middle of the world, at the foot of the mgjestic
Andes, among the headwatersof the mighty Amazon River
lies some of the most spectacul ar whitewater on the planet.

AouaFur

RJIOS ECUADOR invitesyou to be one of thefirst to FILE CLDTHINf I

come and explore what may soon be the next world renown M ;
whitewater destination. / ‘
Expeditionsfor Intermediate, Advanced and Expert paddlers. ,;—?.‘ . ﬁ %

For ltinerariesand Dates contact our U.S. office at: |_ unat | C GPPG I'Ql

RJOS ECUADOR PO. Box 122 « Long Creek, SC 29658
P.O. Box 114 Index, WA 98256 ® Tel./ Fax (206) 793-1705 e !
e/ Fax (206) 803) 647-9912
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When: Monday, Oct 9th Wildwater and Slalom Classes
Registration at 8am in the parking lot below dam OR pre-register at the Gauley
Festival at the NARR/Perception/New Wave Booth!

For more information call Donnie Hudspeth at 304.658.5242
or see our listing on the AWA Web page at http:l/www.rahul.net/fallside/awa.html
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ADK Genesee Chapter
c/o Jerry Hargrave

47 Thorpe Crescent
Rochester, NY 14616

ADK Schenectady
P.O. Box 733
Schenectady, NY 12301

Adobe Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 3835
Albuquerque, NM 87190

AMC BerkshireChapter
do MikeZabre

34 Russell Street
Greenfield, MA 01301

AMC Boston Chapter
¢/o Jm Cavo

33 Chester Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

AMC Connecticut Chapter
c/o Jan Larkin

151 Hamilton Drive
Manchester, CT 06040

AMC Maine Chapter
c/o Wolfgang W. Kaiser

P.O. Box 331
Woolwich, ME 04579

SRS Y S ———

RR4 B 1076 Pliwoct,

AMC New Hampshire
Chapter

c/o Stanley J. Solomon

4 Whittier Road

Lexington, MA 02173-1717

AMC New York

c/o Trudy L. Wood

41 W. %th S, Apt. 3C
New York, NY 10025

AMCSE. Mass.

¢/o Mark Klim

49 Record Street
Stoughton, MA 02072

AmericaOutdoors
P.O. Box 1348
Knoxville, TN 37901

Appaachian Paddling
Enthusiasts

c/o YMCA

P.O. Box 60

Erwin, TN 37650

ArkansasCanoe Club
P.O. Box 1843
Little Rock, AR 72203

- Weggly Stike

AtlantaWhitewater Club
P.O.Box 33
Clarkston, GA 30021

Badger State Boating Society
c/o Karin Papenhausen

918 E. Knapp #5

Milwaukee, W1 53202

Bayou City Whitewater Club
P.O. Box 980782

Houston, TX 77098
Beartooth Paddlers

P.O. Box 20432

Billings, MT 59104

BirminghamCanoeClub
PO. Box 951
Birmingham, AL 35201

BlueRidge River Runners
P.O. Box 10243
Lynchburg, VA 24501

BluegrassWildwater Assoc.
P.O. Box 4231
Lexington, KY 40544

Boat Busters Anonymous
2961 Hemingway Ave.
Oakdale, MN 55128

Buck Ridge Ski Club
P.O. Box 179
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

Burned Out CanoeClub
c/o Fred Vaughn

Box 15

McConnell, WV 25646

CanoeClubof Greater
Harrisburg

c/o Mary Klaue

RD. 1,Box 421
Middleburg, PA 17842

CanoeCruisersAssociation
c/o Mac Thornton

322 10th Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

CarolinaCanoeClub
P.O. Box 12932
Raleigh, NC 27605

Centra GeorgiaRiver
Runners

P.O. Box 6563
Macon. GA 31208

Chicago Whitewater ASSOC.
c/o Marge Cline

1343 N. Portage

Paatine, IL 60067

ChotaCanoeClub
PO. Box 8270
University Station
Knoxville, TN 37916

Club Adventure

c/o AdventureQuest
P.O. Box 184
Woodstock, VT 05091

Coastal Canoeistsinc.
P.O. Box 566
Richmond, VA 23204

Colerade Rocky Mtn. School
c/o Bob Campbdll

1493 Rd. 106

Carbondale, CO 81623
Colorado Whitewater
Association

P.O. Box 4315

Englewood, CO 80155-4315

WIGELY STIKS
are the
product of cumulative
efforts to produce a paddle
that joins the subtleties
of expensive wood blades
to the long life
and versatility of
composite material
shafts. ~

E "ri?{:l-n‘.'.l'.'q"ﬂ-l_flﬁ{ I?r'i Lr';r-:{'-.'l'r

Conposile Lhall

P Tof celiion .f ]j,f.iﬁ.'m:{

L
- LR J PR ) l_u.l.l.l.J

603 536 2888

NH 03264

Americen Whitewater VSeptember/October 1995

Ao

w A

WIGGLY STIKS prowsls bellen t&t:rizﬁmg ;




X P

gy

=

E s

Coosa River PaddlingClub
do LonnieCarden
Southern Trails, Inc.

5143 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, AL 36109

E. TennesseeWhitewater
Club

P.O. Box 5774

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-5774

FoothillsPaddling Club
PO. Box 6331
Greenville, SC 29606

Garden State CanoeClub

¢/o Joseph Pylka
30 N. Greenwood Avenue,

Apt. D
Hopewell, NJ08252

GeorgiaCanoeing Asoc.
P.O. Box 7023
Atlanta, GA 30357

GeorgiaTech ORGT
¢/o Suzanne Beaumont
SAC-0110

Atlanta, GA 30332

'

TeLoP

B8 James Tibensky
P.O. Box 2576
Chicago, IL 60690

Greater BatimoreCanoe
Club

P.O. Box 591

Ellicott City, MD 21041-
1841

HeadwatersPaddling Assoc.
Box 1392
Bozeman, MT 59715

Holtwood Hooligans
c/o DaveRostad
922 MarciaLane
Lancaster, PA 17601

Hoofer Outing Club

c/o Mike Sklavos, Water
Safety

Memoria Union

800 Langdon Street
MAdison, W153706

Hoosier CanoeClub
c/o DaveEllis
4770N. Kesder Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46208

?M@

mE.

: i
CAMDias
Eunlﬂ ALC.

| Housatonic AreaCanoe &

Kayak Squad

c/o E.J. McCarthy

351 Route 7

West Cornwall, CT 067%

HuntsvilleCanoe Club
P.O.Box 52
Huntsville, AL 35804-0052

Idaho State Outdoor Pgm.
¢/o Ron Watters

Box 8118, ISU

Pocatello, 1D 83209

Kansas @ty Whitewater
Club

c/o G. Rebecca Stark
5600 Kenwood Avenue
KansasGty, MO 64110

Kayak & CanoeClub of
Boston

c/o Peter Cogan

Box 123

Putney, VT 05346

Kayakingl -N

¢/o Schumacher

471 Hagemann Drr.
Livermore, CA 94550

KCCNY

c/o Pierre De Rham
P.O. Box 195
Carrison, NY 10624

Keelhaulers Canoe Club
c/o Susan Vetrone

2085 Halstead #4
Lakewood, OH 44107

LansingOar & PaddleClub
c/o Karl Pearson

P.O. Box 26254

Lansng, M| 48909

LeapingLounge Lizards
c/o Rick Norman
3437E. Green St.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Ledyard CanoeClub
Box 9
Hanover, NH 03755

Lehigh Valey CanoeClub
P.O. Box 4353
Bethlehem, PA 18018-0353

Lower Columbia CanoeClub
11231 NE Davis Street
Portland, OR 97220

Please, visit the “White Tree Pottery” booth at Gauley Fest:
"Paddler Mugs“~ made their big public debut
at Gauley Fest 92 and they're back again.
Choose from mugs on hand, or have one designed to match
your own paddllng sﬂh and color cho;w

"Paddler Mugs
are better than ever.
Unique, as always.
More elaborate scenes
than before.
Customizing, a White
Trw Pottery hallmark.

Meramec River CanoeClub

c/o Earl Biffle
26 Lake Road
Fenton, MO 63026

Merrimack Valey Paddlers
c/o GeorgeMay

157 Naticook Road
Merrimack, NH 03054

MetropolitanCanoe & Kayak
P.O. Box 021868
Brooklyn, NY 11202-0040

Missouri Whitewater Assoc.
c/o Jeff Martin

1742 Warmington Court
Manchester. MO 63021

Mohawk Canoe Club
15 Andrea Lane
Trenton, NJ08619

NORS
8o\6847McCurdy

Colorado Springs, CO 80904
NOVA Riverunners Inc.

P.O. Box 1129
Chickaloon, AK 99674

Handcrafted with care b-.- :
Melinda M. Arthur

ionep, PISE
GRATEFUL DEAD MERCHANDISE

229 HiGH ST, |

GANTOWN, WV 2650
J_m;, 296k-5757

White Tree Pottery
405 Windsor Drive
Rocky Mount, VA 24151

(540) 484-7122
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Ontario VoyageursKayak
Club

P.O. Box4l

Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario M5C 2HB
Canada

QOutdoor Adventure Club
PO Box 402
Dayton OH 45404

Outdoor Adventure Program
Bldg. 2807

Mt. Home AFB, |1D 83648-
5000

Outdoor Centreof New
England

10 Pleasant S.
MillersFalls, MA 01349

Outdoor RecreationProgram
Building420

Universty of Utah

Sdlt LakeCity, UT 84112

Ozark WildernessWaterway's
P.O. Box 16032
KansasCity, MO®41 12

Paddling Bares
P.O. Box 2
Milltown, NJ08850 0022

Palmetto Paddlers
cfo Mandv Maier
284 Shoretine Drive
Columbia, SC 29212

Perception Kayak Club
c/o PerceptionInc.
111 Kayaker Way
Eadey, SC 29640

PhiladelphiaCanoe Club
4900 Ridge Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Pikes Peak Whitewater Club
c/o Sarah Dentoni

533 North Wahsatch Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO
80903 3001

Project Challenge
8306 MillsDrive, #1598
Miami, FL 33183

Rhode Island Canoe
Association

c/o DaveHevner

254 Bailey Woods Road
Brooklyn, CT 06234

River Rendezvous
P.O. Box 888
Tdluride, CO 81435

.II_

- River Touring Section

SieraClub- Angeles
Chapter

d o Dave Ewoldt

%24 SaludaAvenue
Tijunga, CA 91042

RoanokeCounty Parks &
Rec.

c/o Bill Sgrinia

1206 Kesser Mill Road
Salem, VA 24153

Rockin “r’

1406 Gruene Road

New Braunfels, TX 78130-
334

San Juan CollegeOutdoor
Program

4801 CollegeBoulevard
Farmington, NM 87402

SequoiaPeddling Club
P.O. Box 1164
Windsor, CA 95492

ShastaPaddlers
¢/o David Bish
1637 Cessna Court
Redding, CA 96001

SierraClub Loma Prieta
c/o Dave Kim

3309 Oxford Lane
SanJose, CA95117
SierraClubRTS
doLynneVan Ness
159 Southwind Drive
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

SierraNevada WW Club
c/o Charlie Albright
7500 GladstoneDrive
Reno, NV 89506

Smith River Vallev Canoe
Club

d 0 Harry B. Rhell, President
15 Cleveland Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112

SpokaneCanoe & Kayak
Club

P.O. Box 819

Spokane, WA 99210

Steep@ eek Films
4104 Shoal Creek Boulevard
Augtin, TX 78756

Texas Whitewater Assoc.
P.O. Drawer 5429
Augtin, TX 78763

Three RiversPaddling Club
c/o Barry Adams

8.1 Smokey Wood Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Toledo River Gang
do Nike Sidell

626 LouisanaAvenue
Perrysburg, OH 43551

Triad River Runners

P.O. Box 2404
Winston-Salem,NC 271 14-
4094

U. of Maineat Machias
Library

9 O’Brien Ave.
Machias, ME 04654

University of Tennessee
Canoe & Hiking Club
2106 Andy Holt Avenue
Knoxville, TN 379%2900

Universityof Utah

Outdoor Recrestion Program
Building420

Sdlt Lake, UT 84112

Viking CanoeClub
P.O. Box 32263
Louisville, KY 40232

Waterline

c/oIrv Tolles

36 Bay Street

Manchester, NH 03104- 3003

= Erid i m_i_ﬁ_ﬂ‘if
| Al s = Gl
ISy BTt e Tl
s s Salnrie T

GREEN WALRUS SCREENWORKS
2180 W, Charleston, Ste. L-333
Lis- Vagas, Nevada 897102

(702) 242-0220

CUSTOM SYNTHETIC PADDLES
Canoe & Kayak

Rt 1 Box 761
Stuart, VA 24171
703-694-6873
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West Virginia Wildwater
Assoc.

P.0.Box 8413

S. Charleston, WV 25303

Western Carolina Paddlers
P.0.Box 8541
Asheville, NC 28814

Wildcat CanoeClub

2 PERSON CANOE ? 2 PERSON RAFT?
< ¥ o

- e g |
WHITEWATER PADDLERS: THIS NIMBLE, INFLATABLE CANOE WILL

BLAST YOU THROUGH CLASS W, CATCH EDDIES,
HANDLE LOWER FLOWS...

SOLO AND TANDEM INFLATABLES
12 AND 16 FOOT MODELS

d o Michael Ranstead
3425 E. 106th <. SELF BAIL AVAILABLE

Carmel, IN 46032 THE TOUGHEST HYPALON CONSTRUCTION

Willamette Kayak & Canoe PERFECT FOR DAY TRIPS, EXTENDED CAMPING TRIPS
Club AND WILDERNESS EXPLORATION

P.0.Box 1062
Corvallis, OR 97339

SUPERIOR TRACKING IN FLATWATER

Zoar Valley Paddling Club

IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS, SENIORS, FAMILIES AND FISHERMAN
c/o Ken Ahlstrom

ﬁf&f@vﬂ&% | LIGHTWEIGHT & PORTABLE
SEND $11.95, CHECK OR MO, TO RECEIVE OUR EXCITING, 22-MINUTE
PROMOTIONAL VIDEO
"SOAR: IT'S A SWEET RIDE"
OR

CALL OR WRITE FOR A FREE CATALOG

i "
SOAR INFLATABLES

507 N. 13th St. #409 ST.LOUIS, MO 63103
PHONE: 314-436-0016 FAX: 314-436-2332

% ii\..
ANA

\\ \
k‘ IN THE Pc:-c:mmc:us

— LEARN WITH THEPROS —

Our Whitewater Kayak School consists of
a two-day basic clinic. (Further instruct-
ions by special arrangements). ACA cert-
ified instructors, classroom sessions,
whitewater movies, equipment, shuttles.
wet suits, and plenty of river fun are all
included.

cnger@ Inc.

N

Beginners start on still water, learning

basic skils and paddling techniques.

~.— =] Thesecond day s on easy whitewater.

~ FOR MORE INFORMATION, ASK FOR OUR KAYAKING CLNIC FLYEH I—

CALL US TODAY ! e i e e
(717) 443-9532 WHITE HAVEN, PA 1856

American Whitewater v September/October 1995




Dropinto New England
'Whitewater Center's Canoe
and Kayak School

Our instructional Program offersyou i
atruly unique paddling experience.
Treat yourself to agreat vacationand
an exceptional valuewhilelearningin
afun and personalized environment.
W e guarantee your progressand satis-
faction. Whilein theareavisit our
Outfitters Shop and take advantage
of our new Demo Program on the
Kennebec River. Please cdl or write
for additional information.

>

~— NEW ENGLAND —

(WHITEWATER

CENTER

Wyman Lake,
Caratunk, Maine 04925
800.766.7238

Guidelines for

Theeditoria staff of American
Whitewater carefully reviewsall mate
rial submitted for publication. Weare
articularly interested in receivingfull
ength feature articles, conservationand
club news, special event announcements,
articles pertainingto whitewater saf ety
and short, humorous pieces.

Articlesshould fit our established
format; that is, they should be stylisti-
cally pattered tofit into our Features,
AWA Briefs, ConservationCurrents,
Safety Lines, Humor or End Notessec-
tions. Exceptional photographsand
whitewater cartoons are al so welcomed.

If possiblearticlesshould be submit-
ted using Wordperfectona51/4* single
sidedflexibledisc. Pleaseuse the stan-
dard Wordperfect default settings; do not
alter the margin or spacing parameters.
If you useadifferent word processing
programand/ or smaller disks, send us
oneanyway... we may beableto transfer
it toour files. Send a printed copy o the
article, aswell.

Thosewithout accessto aword pro-
cessor may submit their articles typed.
Please double space.

Photos may be submittedasslides,
black or white prints or color prints.
Kespyour originalsand send us dupli-
catesif possible; we can not guarantee
thesafereturn of your pictures. If you

§

Always a large selecti

6505 Mid Cities Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Contributors

want usto return your pictures, include
asdf addressed stamped envelopewith
gour submission. Becausewe publishin

lack and white, photoswithalot of con-
trast work best.

American Whitewater Feature ar-
ticlesshould relate to someaspect o
whitewater boating. Pleasedo not submit
articles pertaining to sea kayakingor
flatwater. The best features have a defi-
niteslant... or theme. They are not
merely chronological recountingsof
river trips.

Openthestory withan eye catching

lead, perhaps by tellingan interesting an-

ecdote. Didogueshould beusedto
heightenthereader's interest. Don't just
tell usabout theriver... tell usabout the
peopleon theriver... developthemas
characters. Featurearticles should not
bewrittenin thestyled alocd club
newsletter.

If you are writing about a commonl

dledriver, your story should betol

romaunique perspective. Articles

about difficult,infrequently paddied or
exoticriversare given special consider-
ation. But weareaso interested in well
written, unusual articles pertaining to
classllIand IV riversaswell. Feature
stories do not haveto be about a specific
river. Articlesabout paddlingtech-
niaues, theriver environmentand river

« Specializing in whitewater
and touring kayaks
Sales, Instruction and Service

Prijon
Pyranha

Snap Dragon Skirts

Lightning Paddles
Mountain Surf

Minicell foamfrom1/4'" to 3"

on of used boats in stock

We do fiberglassrepair on boats

TheWashington area's only
"full service" kayak shop.

301-595-2867 call for free

1-800-905-7707

i catalog

personalitiesare also accepted. Pieces
that incorporate humor are especiadly
welcome. Open boatingand rafting sto-
riesare welcome,

Don't beafraid tolet your personality
shine through and don't beafraid to poke
alittlefun at yourself... and your pad-
dling partners.

Profanity should be usedonly when it
isabsolutely necessary to effectivelytell
astory; itisnot our intent to intention-
aly offend our more sensitive members
and readers.

Please check all facts careful Iyér)ar-
ticularly thoseregarding individuals,
government agencies and corporations
involvedin river accessand environmen-
tal matters. Yauarelegaly responsible
for the accuracy of such material. Make
sure names are spelled correctly and
river gradients and distancesare cor-
rectly calculated.

Articleswill beedited at thediscre-
tion of the editorstofit our format,
lengthand style. Expect to seechanges
inyour article.

The American Whitewater Affiliation
isnon-profit; the editors and contributors
to American Whitewater are not reim-
bursed. Onrare occasions, by prear-
rangement, professiona writersreceive
asmall honorarium when they submit
stories at our request. Generally, our
contributors do not expect payment,
sincemogt are membersd the AWA,
whichisayvolunteer conservationand
safety organi zation.
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Doctor
McBride

by Jonathan Katz

—

D I

~

. N

In hisbest businesssuit,

Dr. TheodoreMcBride sucked in
hisbelly, checkedthe shineon his
wingtips and visualized,onelast time,
the steps he would take to sell Sparkle-60
dishwasher detergent to the Japanese.
Wecan't all bepaddlers all the time, and
McBridewasn't boatinghewasa

surfactant chemist. Soapsuds

werehislife, and if hemadethe
saleto Kawasaki hed clean up.

Closingthisded wasthe

apex o hiscareer, hisSuper

Bowl, hisOscar, his Narrowsof
the Green. [I1t was not his Nobd Prize—
he'd won that long ago, for pioneering
work inlip gloss.] The last elevenyears

hisprofessiond life—
elevenyearsdedicatedtothe
propositionthat water spots
could beeradicatedfrom
stemware — pointedtothis
singlemeetingwithahard eyed
Japanese industrialist.

Think positive. That's what Worley
had told him, over and over again.
Worley, thefat, rude, foul
mouthed, cigar chomping,
scotchswillingAustralian
businessbroker had ham-
mered M cBriderel ent-
lesdly: think positive
Worley's visualizationdrills borderedon
the obscene. Closeyour eyesand imagine
yourself signingthe contract. Imaginea
container ship unloadingten million
casesof Sparkle60ontoa pierin
Y okohama— athree day supply. Imag-
inethe gushaof money, likeathreetube
releaseat Summersville Dam. McBride
closed hiseyes, saw himself surfing his
Crossfire onariver of hundred dollar
bills, the currency floatingin aslippery
greedm pool o Sparkle-60. He wasready to

Except,d course, for Worley's warn-
ing: "Koichi NakamuraisSenior Vice
President for Tradedf Kawasaki Indus-
tries, Ltd., Domesticsand Housewares
Division. Hesto makethissale. But he's
old schoal. Laseface with himand you
losethededl — and that costsmeafor-
tuneinlost commissions. | worked my
assoffsetting up thisintroductionfor
you. Don't blow it."

""Fece?' McBride had asked." That's
sort of likeballs, isn't it?"

"Faceisto ballswhat my Ferrari isto
Omahasvan. For the Japanesefaceis
everything. They can't bear tolook bad
totheir eldersor their superiorsin busi-
ness. They'll gut themselvesfirst. And if
?/ou losefacethey'll know you're spine-

essandthey'll giveyou nothing."

McBride nodded. He still wasn't sure
what "face” was, but he understoodthe
consequences. Worley continued.

"Nakamuraisaserious jock. He plays
everything, weightlifting, rock climbing,

Spacedoutfromjet lag but dressed

basketball, karate. Don't go tothe gym
with him. But if you must, play ashard
asyou can. If hesensesyou'relettinghim
win he'lll loseface. But don't beat him, be-
causeif you do helll loseface. Either way,
you're...” Worley named a particularly
unsafesex act. "Youll losethe salefor
sure.”

McBrideknew there wereover twenty
eight million dishwashersin the Greater
Japan CaptiveMarket — halfa continent
of spotted crystal. Once K awasaki en-
dorsed Sparkle-60, ariver of the stuff
would flow through those machinesand
McBridewould walowin currency.
Surfs uE!

So when McBrideremoved hisshiny
shoesand was usheredinto Nakarriura's
private dining roomon the 76th floor of
Kawasaki Tower, he had ahundred per
cent of the mental attitude necessary to
sell soap. Heand Worley sat and waited
for almost half an hour, surrounded by
lush stands of bamboo growingin deli-
cately painted porcelain bowls. In one
corner o the room asmall fountain
spilled downaramp of smooth stones,
andthetrickle of water wassoothingto
McBride’s earsafter theroar of jet en-
ginesand Worley's unpleasant growl. Yet
he could not avoidthe broker's|ast
minute instructions. "You be careful
with Nakamura. Don't losgface, and re-
member, he'sonemean... Worley im-
pugned the marital status of Nakamura's
parents.

Nakamuraentered the roomalone. He
wasa short, broad shouldered man with
iron hair and aflat stomach, who worea
gray silk kimono. McBride bowed, but
kept hishead up, making eye contact
with the magnateas he had been
coached. Nakamura's black eyeswere
hard asrock. Hedid not blink. McBride
felt his confidencebegintodip.

Threehourslater It wasshattered
completely. He had eaten the endlessse-
riesof grim courseshis host had offered:
raw fish, urchinsin clear broth, raw
meat, rice, pungent vegetables, dliced sea
monster, and clodsdf cold, tasteless,
quivering tofu, all washed down, piece by
painful piece, inariver of sake.
Nakamuranever once mentioned
waterspotson crystal. Hespoketersely of
how hisoldest brother bayoneted Ameri-
can soldiersduring World War 11 and
glowingly o how Kawasaki motorcycles
ateHarleysfor breakfast. McBride’s
stomachroiled. He wassickly drunk. He
had been sitting crossegged on thefloor
for three hours. Hiskneeswereonfire
and his bladder was bursting. He could
senseWorley sitting to hisleft, rooting
for him to stay seated, keep eating, keep
drinking, keep making polite conversa
tion, displ al;(/ no embarrassing weakness
that wouldkill the desl.

Finally McBridesurrendered to the
agony. He begged pardon, staggeredto
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hisfeet and lurched off in thedirection of
the men's room. Ashe did so hestumbled
against thewall, catching himself onthe
window sill, and looked downintothe
dark abyssoutside the 76th floor. Then he
caught sight of the roof of the adjoining
skyscraper and gasped.

Twenty stories down, on the roof of
the tower owned by Kawasaki Heavy In-
dustries, Harley-EatingMotorcycleDivi-
sion, ariver flowed. It dropped steeply
over aseriesdf giant terraced steps,
through a boulder patch, downalong,
twisting ramp, cascadinginto a pool near
the edged theroof. Thenit circled back
around the perimeter of the roof to a sec-
ond pool, where the water was pumped up
to the topagain and sent floodingdown
the stonestepsin a closedloop. It wasan
endless, circular river, surrounded by
shaped trees, shrubs, flowersand stones.
In the center stood asmall wooden
temple. Bathed in light froma hundred
sources, some gentle, someintense, the
river sparkled and gleamedasit poured
through the most extraordinary roof gar-
den McBridehad ever seen. Hestared,
stunned, mouth open. Andevenas hedid
s0, hiseyesread theriver — pooal, slide,
Ied%e, hole, ramp with boulders, slide,
pool, bigroiling pillowed hairpin turn at
the bottom, then down thelong ramp to
the pool at the based thefirst drop,

RIOSHoNDURAS

10281 Hwy. 50. Howard, CO 81233
BOO 255-5784

The Face of Doctor McBride

wherethe water was pumped back up-
hill. Big,fast water flowedin acircleon
topof that building. Could it possibly
be.... boatable?

McBridetook alast look. Yes In
downtown Tokyo, fifty stories abovethe
teemingstreets, an artificial classlV
river flowed.

McBrideturned to Nakamuraand
bowed. " That gardenis magnificent, Mr.
Nakamura. I've never seenariver ona
roof before”

Nakarnuras eyes
glittered. He spoke
1N Japanese, then
trandated." The
Riverof Vertica
Pleasure. Can you
paddlea kayak?"
even ashisbladder pressed him hefelt

the weight o Worley'sgazeand hismind
raced. Nakamuraknowsall about me,

McBridethought. He knowsl paddie. He
probably knowsthelast timel swam.
Dont lieto him. And let him take you
Paddl ing. It's non-competitive. Nolossof
acefor anyone.

"Of course now," Nakamurareplied.
"A kayak workoutisinvigorating after a
feast. Gorelieveyourself, and well have
arace."

Race?McBride’s stomachrebelled at
the thought of trying to paddleanything.
How could he run whitewater — rooftop
whitewater, noless— withabellyfull of
urchin meat and a head soaked in sake.
In the men's room heleaned his head
against thewall abovetheurinal and, at
last, madehisown river. Suddenly
Worley slapped him hard between the
shoulder bladesand told himto assemble
hisexcrement.

"Redeem yourself, McBride. Thisis
your sport. And remember, don't chew
him upout there. Just nip himalittle."

McBrideshook his head and sighed.
"I'm too stuffed, too drunk to paddle.
Boatingloaded i s Omahals game, not
mine"

Worley hit him again, harder, yelling.
"Thisisit, McBride. Race. Fece. No dis
grace. Do you want the money or not?"

The money. McBride zipped hisfly,
squared hisshoulders, and went toface
Nakamura.

Looking for a new place to paddle?
Join us in Honduras and experience
tropical paddling. We offer a variety
of 1-9 day or custom/guide service
kayak, canoe and raft trips. Some of'
our excursions through Ilush rain
Forests and exhilarating whitewater
are led by renowned canoeist Bob
Foote and top notch kayakers Mary
Hayes and Phil DeRiemer. Highly
experienced expert guides lead other
kayak and raft trips.

andl

Cdl for more information
detailed itineraries.
e ————
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Thetycoonled them down oneeleva
tor and up another, explaining that he
couldn't get away from the officelong
enoughto paddle the steep creeksin the
mountainair of Hokkaido. So he'd had
Kawasaki Heavy Industries — Aquatic
ToysDivisionreinforcethe corporate
headquarters buildingand install the
river and garden on theroof. It had been
a$20 million job, which had cost
Nakamurasix months' bonus, but left
himwiththe world'sonly rooftopriver.

"It wasworthit,” hesaid, andled
theminto the boathouseon the 49th floor.

The boathouse wasa museum of mod
ern kayak design. There wereat least a
hundred kayaksand C-1’s o all shapes,
sizesand materials, from bulb nosed
polyethyleneto the thinnest possible
glasssquirt boats. All werein near per-
fect conditionand ariot of color.

"Seeanything you like?" Nakamura
asked.

McBridewandered up and down the
rowsd boats, touching hulls, caressing
their lineslikeastud in a cathouse. He
stood beforea sleek European modd,
reachedout to heft it, when Nakamura's
voicecrackled with authority behind
him.

"Old and tired, McBride. Obsolete,
like American motorbikes. Don't bother

Don't Let Your Mother
Watch This Video!

To explore North Carolina's Cuflasaja,
Thompson, and W, Fork French Broad Rivers,
send $26.95% $3.00s&h U.S. funds to:
WILDSIDE PRODUCTIONS

8718 Whitehorse Road, Suite 103-A
Greenville, SC 29611

Mame
| Address

e —— |

The Face ol Doctor McBride

talking 1t down, Instéad
this."

McBrideturned toward his host.
Nakamurastood next to a kayak McBride
had never imagined. It gleamedlike
chromeor silver, arazor blade, all planes
and edges. It bore no markings, no grab
loopsor broachloops, no scratches, not
even afingerprint. McBridereached out
totouchitlikeit wasart. The material
was hard and smooth, as stiff asstedl, as
thin asfoil. The boat rocked under his
touch. When McBridelifted it, it had no
weight.

"Linear carbonfiber and titanium al-
loy. Jet metal. It weighssix pounds.
Bringit to the put in and well get you
outfitted.”

Nakamura's boatmen stripped
McBride naked and handed himapair of
black bikini briefsand a helmet made of
thesame ultralight plastic. Thenthey lu-
bricated his chest and back with thin,
clear oil and told himto raise hishands.
They pulledathin, clear, stretchy menmt
brane over his head and down over his
belly.

'%:onventional spray skirtsaretoo
heavy," Nakamuraexplained,as
McBride packed himself into the snug
outfitting of the kayak. " They upset the
trim of the boat. Thisplasticfilm reacts

. you will paddie

1o the oil. 1t fusesto your skinand the
cockpit rim, making a totally watertight

M cBridetouched the taut membrane,
whichlooked bondedto hisskin. He
looked dubious. "How do you wet exit?"
he asked.

"Youdon't,” Nakamurareplied. "Its
roll or die. Yamadawill cut you out of the
skirt when weve finished."

McBridecouldfed himself getting
scared. He hadn't swumin years, but the
ideaof beinggluedintothe boat un-
nerved him.

Nakamuraproduceda small, square
lacquered box and openedit. Thefloor of
the box wasa mirror, etched withlinesof
golden powder. Theindustrialist inhaled
twice, and offered the box to McBride.

"Tricaine. Sharpensthe reflexes.”

McBrideshook hishead no. Hischem-
istry backgroundtold him tricainewasa
synthetic "' designer” stimulant. God only
knew what it would do to him.

Finally theindustrialist leaned over
McBride, showinghim a pair of tapered
pink plastic skewers, each nearly three
incheslong. They looked biological, hid-
eous. "Nose plugs?' Nakamuraasked.
"Theseareinternal. Slidethem into your
nostrilsasfar asthey will go. They'll
passair, but block water."

Servingthe
paddling sports
since 1969

SHOGUN - The ultimate whitewater play boat
RIVER RUNNER - Top recreational kayak
RAPID - Proven freestylewinner
Still made using tough crosslinked polyethylene construction

Our SEDA SeaKayak lineconsists of thefamous Glider,
Viking, Swift, Tango and V agabond.

Our SEDA open and decked recreational canoesare highly
regarded by customersthroughout the nation and Canada.

Our SEDA accessoriesinclude Coast Guard approved lifevests,
top design wet suitsand acomprehensiveline of whitewater and

flatwater gear.

Call today for our 40 page bar gain-packedcatalogand dealer nearest you.

SEDA PRODUCTS, 926 Coolidge Ave., National City, CA 91950
Tel: 6191336 2444
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Nakamuramoistened the plugswith
salivaand shoved them deepinto his
nose. McBridecringed. Hismother had
spent yearsteaching him not to pick his
nose. "I'm not goingtoroll, sol won't be
needingthose.”

Nakamurastripped down and skirted
up. His body rippled with blocky muscle.
Nofat. Ananimal's body. McBridelooked
at hishost and shook his head, thinking
about his pot belly, hating Worley for get-
ting himinto thismess. Sealed into an
ultralight kayak he'd never seen before,
racing ananimal jackedonitsown cus
tom made dope over theanimal's home
course, onan artificial river at night with
abellyful o urchinsand sake. Not a good
combination, he thought.

Worley |eaned over him, whispered
into hisear, breath stinking of scotchand
cigars."Kick hisass," hesad.

Nakamuraled McBrideacrossthela
gggg and intothecurrent, toward the

o thekayak lift. Thealloy boat prac-
tically bounced acrossthe water.
McBrideassumed he couldroll it, and
didn't want tolosefacewitha practice
roll. Hedugin with the carbonfiber
paddle. It weighed next to nothing and
did not flex at all. Thecurrent caught
him. It wasfaster than hed anticipated. It
swept theminto thelift, wherethey were

olorado K
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%

the 199 Gauley ., %,
18005353565 1
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The Face ol Doctor McBride

scooped up like bugsinacup o water,
past a threefoot high el ectric readout
that read " 20 CM/8” and " 4.0". McBride
convertedthe metric. About 500 cfs, he
figured. Morethan hed thought. And
steeper. They'd risen about thirty feet.

"Besttimefor tenlaps," Nakamura
said. McBride nodded. The Japanese con-
tinued, “T'll lead. The courseisopen-
ended. It has been paddledtoarating of
517. Good luck.”

Open-ended?s.17? Thefront of thelift
dropped openand a boil of water swept
themintothefirst rapid.

McBrideoriented fast. Therewasa
wavetrain ahead of him, leadingtoa ho-
rizonline. Nakamura's boat took it head
on. About afour footer. Hereit comes.
Boosh! No grabby recycleat the bottom.
No sweat. Another one, about the same.
Only thisonewas undercut. McBridefelt
theriver tugat hisstern, poweredout.
He saw Nakamurapillow off thefirst of
the offset boulders, slideright, pillow left
and drop out of sight. Easy. Thena
tighter slot betweentwo more, witha
dro? between them intoa soft hydraulic,
could betougher at higher water. Now,
down thelong ramp o standing wavesto
the bottom, he could seethe water piling
upagainst thesidewall of the building.
Hit it, lean, pivot on that edge, and he

was headed down the ramp and back to
thelagoon. Easy. Hecouldfed hishead
clearing, hisstomachunknotting. He
sprinted to catch Nakamura, to sharethe
lift. Got him! Up they went.

McBride grinned at the magnate.
"Fun," hesaid. Nakamuranoddedat the
sign."29CM/S and 45." Oh boy. It goes
upfast.

M cBridepoweredthrough the second
lap, and thethird. Thewater was defi-
nitely bigger, the holesgrabbier. He was
warming up, startingto breathe harder
fromthe effort of catching Nakamuraon
the straightaway at the bottom. He could
seeWorley standingin an observation
tower next to the dump-out for thelift,
and hear the Australian cheering himon.
Fourthlap. " 45 CMS 5.0." ClassV, with
six lapsto go. McBridefocused, braced
for launch out of thelift, lined upon the
wavetrainascant yard behind
Nakamura, got set for thefirst ledgeand
hit it dead on. He had asenseof faling.
His bow buried deeper and as he braced
up herisked alook . Nodoubt. The
Iegé;e had grown. Somethingmechanical
had pushedit up. It wasat least an eight
footer now.

McBride had barely a moment to ap-
ﬁreci ate what thischange might meanfor

imwhen he hit the second ledge. It too

Plight of the Futaleufu

Will the Futaleufu continueto run wild and free
below the Andes Mountains in the Patagonia
region of Chile? Or will a proposed hydroelectric
dam turn this river into a lake forever? Award
winning television producer/director Terry Shiels
unveilsthe compelling story of the battle being
fought over the destiny of this river in South |
America. Experiencethe thrill of adventureas
world class kayakers challenge what may be the
most beautiful and powerful untamed river in the
world. Learn about the plight of the farmers and
ranchers that settled this area... How they may be
displaced from their land and the only way of life
they know. Meet 1984 US kayaker Chris Spelius
and learn how his search for the perfect
whitewater river landed him in the middle of this
controversy. Learn what FUTAFUND is doing to
preserve the Futaleufu as a free flowing river. A
portion of the proceeds of tape sales are donated
to FUTAFUND.

To order a VHS copy of
Plight of the Futaleufu
send check or money
order of $24.95 plus $3.00
S&H to:

SHIELS PRODUCTIONS
1101 Sewickley drive
Charlotte, NC 28209

Also: Gorilla, Paddling the Narrows of the Green,
&19.95+ $3.00S&H

Chachalaca. Jungle Paddling Costa Rica, $24.95 +
$3.00 S&H
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At Northwest River Supplies WE DO test, design, Northwest River Supplies...
destroy, improve, redesign and work darn hard on Yout Paddlesports Specialist.
our products SO YOU CAN run the wildest rivers,

knowing that our equipment will hold up and perform i
to your expectations.

NRS paddlesports equipment is not only the best
around, but also is backed by exceptional service
and warranties.

Northwest River Supplies

For your FREE NRS catalog, eaft: 2009 S. Main St Moscow ID 83843
1-800-635-5202 phone: 800-635-5202 fax: 208-883-4787
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had grown, and the hole at the bottom
wasnow aviolent hydraulic. It caught
him, and he backenderedfor a moment
before heleveredout. I nto the boul der
garden where... there weretwo new boul-
ders, offset in the old approach path.
They hadn't been there before, must have
been pushed up from the bottom some-
how. What was goingon?Should he catch
an eddy, catch his breath, observefor a
minute?No. Nakamura's boat was churn-
ingahead d him. Hed fall far behind.
Loseface. Plunge on, Doctor.
McBridebarely caught thelift before
it lurched up under his boat, risingfaster
now, past thesign. "55". Dumpout at the
top, look downtheramp. Thewavetrain
was how a churning messd whitefoam
and at the bottom, beyond theledges, he
could seethe boulders.. moving. Thefirst
two bigonesthat markedthe approachto
the boulder garden were slidingback and
forth, theline between them growing
wider, thentighter, the reaction waves
flattening when they moved apart, hump-
ing hugely when they cametogether.
McBride had never paddied ariver where
the rocks moved. How?Hed havetotime
it out. He back-surfed the second holefor
along moment, got kicked out the down-
stream side, and rocketed through the
slot asthebouldersslid apart. Thehair-

The Face of Doctor McbBride

pin turn at the bottom wasa huge wal of
water pilingup against thesided the
building, reaching towardtheroof-line
abovehim. Brace. Slide. Sprint for the
bottom, and the elevator.

Nakamurawaswell ahead of him
whenthelift grabbed McBride’s boat and
sweptitintotheair. Thereadout said*'90
CM/S. 59" and around him 2,500 cfs of
trapped water roared. Theledgeswere
huge now, 15foat dropsinto boilingcaul-
dronsd foam, and the hole at the bottom
o thesecond onegrabbed McBrideand
windowshaded him twice before he got
his balanceand fought hisway out. Gad,
theboet rolledfast! In front o himthe
boulder patch seethed and boiled asthe
rocksslidontheir tracks and thrust up
and downinto theraging current, turn-
ing momentary eddiesinto monstrous
suckholes.

Somehow, he gat through and was
swept into the hairpin, realizingthat the
water waslevel withthe edged the roof
now and slopping downtheface d the
skyscraper. It herolled there he could be
swept off theedged the buildi n%, to
crashinto a Tokyosidewalk 500feet be
low! He dug his paddle into thefroth and
spun down the straightaway .

Lap Seven.

Theindustrialist wasfar ahead...if he

Quality (Full Force Jm@
w Innovation
\,h; Service
~ (301) 746-5389 " |
Saoond kin pile® :
tights, vests, and
one-piecesdits "Upper Yough®
Riverside Shop
P.O. Box 70
276 Maple Street
Friendsville, MD
21531 »
call for -
Free Catalog -

stay DRY
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hadn't gonedff the d thebuilding.
Thelift thrust McBride past the readout,
towardthestarry sky. Thenumerals
weregone. Intheir place,alurid red
neon thumbs-upsign. Class V1. McBride
was panti n? withexhaustionand fear
when thelift dumped him back onthe
course. He plunged over thefirst ledge,
the second, his %uts risingin histhroat
eachtime, and the unbelievably powerful
flood-tideswept himinto no-man's land,
wherethe bouldersslid and crashedand
hopped and popped |like slam dancersina

mosh-pit.
In twenty years

o paddling
McBridehad seen
every conceivable
Kindd rapid, had
encountered all
theknownriver
hazards, had lived
through the hell o
Stalingrad Gorge.
But he had never
seenthekind o
holeariver makes
when atenfoot
boulder just disap-
pearsintotheri-
verbed.

Somehow hefought hisway through
the whiteviolenceto the bottom, but as
he braced high off thetop of thelast bi
pillow beforethe hairpin turn, the boul-
der under himdroppedtenfeetinanin-
stant. The pillow collapsed. McBride’s
kayak fell degptothe bottomdf the drop-
out hole. Instantly thesidesd the hole
slammedshut over his head and sixty
thousand gallonsdf water crashed onto
the deck o his boat.

Pinned under theavalanched water
and welded to the boat by the skirt
McBride cowered, clingingto hispaddie
Then, suddenly, hefelt himsdlf thrust
violently upwardastherock rose under
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him and drove him up through the water
tothesky. Hisboat brokethe surface, got
hammered by a reaction waveand cap-
sized. McBridefought toset upandroll
in thefiendish, swirlingturbulence,
waitingtofind hisanchor points, tofed
airon hisknuckles, toflush clear. Then
hehip-snapped and brokethe water.
Evenasherolledup herealizedto his
horror that he wasfar too closetothe
edged the building. Frantically he back-
thrust with his paddle. Theriver swept
himtothe brink, wherehehungfor a
long second. Then hisboat slid off the
edgeand McBride plunged screaming
into the soft and envel opingdarkness.

Thescal pel-sharp point of the tanto
didintothetaut plasticfilm of McBride's
sprayskirt and zipped it open. McBride
saw the knifeand did not flinch asthe
blade passed hisbdly. For hewasalive
and emﬁty, utterly without fedling.
Sowly helooked up, and hisshattered
eyesmet first those o Worley, then
Nakamura. Worley was paeand silent,
but Nakamura'seyeswere bright with
passion.

"Watch the repl ?q/ hesaid.

McBride's gaze shifted to the big
monitor standing on the dock. He
watchedthe race from above, as the boats
swept around the cresting river. Hesaw
thereadout flash “5.14.” He winced asthe
dropout holedevouredhim, as hishull
disappearedfrom view, asit roseagain
and plunged off the building. Then he
saw the boomsand nets mounted in the
skyscraper wall reach and react tosnare
hisfallingkayak like a butterfly and de-
posit himsafely on the dock.

The Japanese bowed deeply.

"You paddlelikea Samural!"" hesaid.
He reached toward McBride, handing
him alargecrysta snifter of fine Napo-
leon cognac. McBridetook it with trem-
blinghands, lifted the warm amber liquid
tohislips. Evenashedid so, hisfingers
sensedthe clean, crystalline finish o the
glassand he knew that he held the truth.

"It's.... Sparkle-60,” hesaid reverently,
gazi ngkat the snifter.

Nakamura bowed again and smiled.

""A superior detergent,” he said.
""Kawasaki Housewareswill buy your en-
tireoutput for the next ten years. How
much profit do you want to make?"

Worley puffedhiscigar in McBride's
peripheral visionasthe Tokyo skyline
glitteredin the darkness.

The River of Vertical Pleasure was
quiet now, the grindingtorrent reduced
toatrickleover the unmoving stones.

A gentlebreeze blew out of the east,
waftingthefunky stench of money into
thefaced Doctor McBride.
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When you're caught on the water
with a medical emergency you
can depend on Adventure
Medical Kits. Adapting

ER. techniques to outdoor
medicine isthe unique specialty
of Dr. Eric A. Weiss, the leading
authority on modem wilderness
medicine. Dr. Weiss, an avid paddler,
isthe Associate Director of Trauma
and Emergency Medicine at Stanford s
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Medical Society. Hisextensive

medical knowledge and techniques
have revolutionized medical kits
for kayakers, canoeists and other
adventure sport enthusiasts.
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M ohawk Canoes

World leader in Short Whitewater Playboats
Designer & Builder of Whitewater Canoes Since 1971

97,000 Canoes Built Snce /964
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PADHDLER: Wermom Rtk PHOTOGRAFHER: Sobby Faill

NEW BOATS
PROBE 14 - RODEO - PROBE 1211

(See chart at right for prices& specs)

- aniOre flarethan the Viper. Thisis accompllshed by Iowerlng point A one

| of cross sections through the center of a Mohawk Viper, Probe and our

i | wbove point A allowsfor a narrow gunwale width and a pocket for your |

SAVE 309%

WHITEWATER PLAYBOAT DESIGNS...Below are drawings

XL series. Note the differencein flared angles. Where the bottom and
side of the canoe meet, the Viper has a sharp chineor edge. Thisedge |
enables the paddler to carve turns and to judge the angle of their lean. |
However, it can catch cross currents and flip a boater who is not used to |
the edge. Also, when side surfing, the Viper is “grabbier” than the
Biebe. Aduancad paddlers WHO master this gdge love the ESHEFSL it
them. But for many paddlers we believe the Probeis a more forgiving
boat that will suit their paddling needs better, without giving up the ;
quick accelerationand turningof the Viper.

As you can see from the center cross section, the Probe has

lland. The extreme flare. (more than any other whitewater playboat)-[

:—Iesults in fantastic final or secondary stability, yet still maintainsa sleek”|
bottom that makes Upstream moves, ferries and getting on surfing waves |

JViper-like performance, yet extremely user
Friendy. Dry, agile and quick to accelerate. Spinson a dime and slips !
mto the smallest eddys. Ye they easily hold a ferry angle and track |
surprisingly well. Dueto the extremeflare of the sides, the Probes have
amazing amount of fina stability, A choice of three lengths to fit
your weight and/or paddling skill. The paddlers who own these boats
lave about their performance. This is a playboat you may never
outgrow rocker 4-112 & 5*. $577.50ea

ODEO...Anew shorter playboat for rodeos and steep creeks. Nevem
eenders been so . Spin inthehole - Surf on thewave - Grab
a smaller edddy, 106" WOW!

YIPER H-& Loy, quick snd-agile-—The chose-of sioep arvekens,
¢ labom moers asd feches comgetitons. A winmer if vou can basdle the aige.
Locker 412" & 5° F
WINNER 1903 WORLED RODEQ (Ist 2nd & Jrd)
WINNER 199354 OCOEE RODEQS =
WINNER 1994 OTTAWA RIVER RODED

4 NEW FOK 95 NMohawk's new tandem/solo pilayboat®
al of the hot performancefeatures of the Probe 12 in alarger boat.
great boat for those tandem paddiers looking for extra performance.
he Probe 14 can be factory outfitted in a three position, two position -
r asolo configuration. An excellent choicefor larger paddlers or those
who prefer alonger boat. Asa solo bodt, it's so quick and easy to spin
you think you're in a much shorter boat. length /4°2" beam @ gunwale
30-172" rocker 6"

b TS I K] ™ A RN b ...t ﬁ
AL Ly Dy, stable, userdnenmy A hbahaiil classaes (00U

beginners and large paddlers. It is still a favorite of many paddlers.
rocker 3'

XL14... For large paddlers or tandem vaddling. It can be outfitted with!
two position outfitting for tandem paddling or three position for both
'I'tandem and solo paddling. rocker-3'

All Mohawk whitewater playboats have symmetrlcal hulls
‘Why™ Because. if properly designed, they will hold a ferry angle
track as well or better than an awmmetrlcal boat. Back surflng,
ferries. side surfing and spins will all be easier and

symmetrical boat because both endsreact in thesame way.
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“MOST WHITEWATER MOHAWK  MOHAWK
PLAYBOATS(XL’S) VIPERS PROBES

Thedifferenceisinthe FLARE .
fast high performanceboats with outstandingfina stability

WPECS LESGI | BEAM | DEFTH ﬁm
LISTs | DT
BT S — 165 42 LBS
] 155" 1“45LRS ~ ROYALEB  $825  $§77.56
(ROBEL? v o e
OBE12 T : | B X 0)
PROBE 14* 42 ! OLB. OYALE)
K% 27" 3 8 4: YALEX
WIFRE i1 (i< ' Ty (EL Esd¥ el EBOYALEY W A
5. 13 iy 30 ! Y
b wd pde . (3]

—*TandemorSolo_________________+Pricesdo not includefr eight nEG—mm———————————

"WHITEWATER OUTFITTING...Whitewater playboatsare

tnndem whitewsler boal amd fuvisnie of osiieers, schools

.or anyone doing tripping or playing on whitewater rivers. Available-
bare, with web seats, with kneeling thwarts or foam saddle (2 or 3

pOSltI on). rocker 3"

963 COUNTY ROAD 427 N
LONGWOOD FL 32750
407-834-3233 PHONE
407-834-0292 FAX

41

vallable fully outfitted and ready to paddle Thlsoutflttl ng incl udes
,Fuu braces, air ﬁm‘ & qﬁr.l dilﬂmln‘f J'm‘.q m

$225 Solo $335Tandem $395Triple

1995: Our 31st year
under the same ownership and management
97,000 Canoesbuilt since 1964




"_.._. fet |

._-.l._.__..r... BT

Ml -l

..._.____.._._._.....___
bttt

whitewater

amercan

AWA Journal

——
POH-Blox 85

Phoenicia, NY 12464

| PERMIT #5622
NEWARK OHID

Address Correction Requested




